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TANZANIA: THE LEGACY OF THE
SAFES TRUST

FATHER-OF-THE-NATION

WE ARE less concerned about the results of the first

multi-party
significance of the
event itself From the reports about the enthusiasm that accompanied
the electoral process, the event has proved to be more than a breath
of fresh air in that great country. Of course, there will have been
some degree of “voter fatigue”, a universal phenomenon which,
according to one of our writers herein, reflects “citizenry’s general
mistrust of politicians”, but in the context of Tanzania, reflecting
also the “pacifying effect of three decades of one-party rule.” All
the same, there appears to have been less “voter fatigue” in this first
multi-party General Election. More than that, the event itself has in
general proved wrong all those — including some African leaders
themselves
who believed that Africans could not indulge in
multi-partyism without going to (“tribal”) war.
Of course, we will never be persuaded into accepting that multipartyism is synonymous with democracy, mainly because in many
parts of the world, multi-partyism has been nothing more than a
'smoke-screen behind which there are persistent attempts to conceal
—and even try to legitimize— the most anti-democratic tendencies
in society. So, we are not easily impressed by the change of
leadership that now accompanies recent multi-party elections in
Africa; such change has more often than not, meant only a change
of the guard, with a sustained continuity of the post-colonial state
and all its ills. For, the new leader that will have projected himself
as the symbol of “Hope” and “Redemption” during the election
campaign has, almost without exception, turned out to be the new
tyrant once he entered State House.
In short, multi-partyism is not and can never alone be the basis of
democracy, transformation and economic prosperity in contemporary
Africa. It is. an important development in the history of postindependent Africa; indeed, we would like to hail it as the beginning
of a process against which we can begin to distinguish more
concretely between the form and content of not only the electoral
process and democracy itself, but also development. The question
is whether multi-partyism, in as far as it has helped to release and
liberate some of the social forces without which democracy and
development would remain empty slogans, can now also contribute
towards the creation of a framework within which to comprehend
and analyse the problem of transition in Africa, not only from
colonialism but also from the One-Party-One-Leader-State to
genuine democratic discourse in our societies.
Tanzania today is yet another illustration of the problem of
transition in post-independent Africa. This problem of transition
has of course a profound historical basis, in the manner in which
Africa’s position as a whole was relegated in the international
General Elections in Tanzania than about the

—

division of labour, the Slave Trade and the nature ofcolonialism and
all its consequences at

both the national and continental levels.
Among the main manifestations of this problem of transition and
change has been, of course, the extent to which the fundamental
structures of colonialism have been sustained long into post¬
Sapem October, 1995

independence.

In particular, the continuity of the (colonial)
essentially exporters of raw materials for the
industries of the northern hemisphere and the importers of the
finished product from the latter. The current Structural Adjustment
Programmes (SAPs) have done more to reinforce the colonialtype economic systems than to create the conditions for growth
economic life

as

and

development.
pathology of neo-colonialism therefore also manifests
itself in the problem related to the enduring continuity of the
legacy of the Great Leader or Father-of-the-Nation syndrome.
The legacy of the Father-of-the-Nation is a logical outcome of the
manner in which state power was transferred from the colonial
The

masters to

the

new

African leaders.

The Father-of-the-Nation

derived his legitimacy from two inter-related sources: the nationalist

struggle in which he emerged as the Father-Figure;and the important
played in establishing the nation-state-in-the making.
However, the element of continuity—from colonialism to neocolonialism
that is inherent in the post-colonial state itself, and
compounded as this is by both the chronic economic dependence
on the international capital and the attendant political
fragility that
characterises the post-independence period in general, all help to
render the position of the Father-of-the-Nation increasingly
indispensable. Indeed, even the dynamics of the situation — not
least the growing economic and political malaise — require that
He makes himself increasingly indispensable, as the custodian of
national unity, national security and national survival.
Hence the need for the One-Party-One-Leader-State. Therein,
too, lies the problem of the transition, not only to multi-partyism,
but also to the next leader. For, the One-Party-One-Leader-State
renders it virtually impossible the emergence of other leaders
except, in some cases, at the grace of the Great Leader himself. In
most cases, potential leaders are systematically “provincialised”,
more often than not with their own help since, in such situations,
political survival increasingly becomes based on
“provincialisation”, “villagisation” and “tribalisation”. So it is
that even after his departure from office, the first Father-of-therole that he

—

Nation remains forever in that status, with no one able to succeed
him to that position and, as the Tanzanian and Zambian cases

illustrate, with the succeeding leaders remaining forever in His
shadow.
It is too

early to conclude whether Tanzania will now begin to
legacy of the Father-of-the-Nation. As we have
indicated in the foregoing, it is a legacy that goes far beyond that
of Julius Nyerere. It is a reflection of the overall and enduring
legacy of colonialism. The successful conclusion of this first
multi-party General Election is sufficient evidence that Tanzania
has an enormous capacity to confront the future. For many of us,
Tanzania remains a role model of a successful nation-building
exercise, notwithstanding the immense economic problems that
will continue to confront her in the years ahead.□
transcend the

3
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the field of African

Second,

LETTERS
KAUNDA DESERVES RESPECT

by President Chiluba is a disgrace. It is
saddening to note that African leaders

dependence on one export commodity
(copper) which has been adversely
affected by the world recessloh.
One other important factor attributable

do not take lessons from Rwandan civil

to the Zambian economic

strife where ihcited tribal hatred left almost
half a million people dead.
It is also

colonialism in Africa in the

.

The anti-Kaunda crusade spearheaded

woes

is

neo-

disgusting to note that born again

guise of
capital, which is represented
by the Internatiohal Monetary Fund and

Christians like President Chiluba

sink

World Bank. These two institutions maintain

today

a stranglehold on the African economies
through prescriptions like structural
adjustment programmes.
The only achievement brought to Zambia
by the democratisation process of western
democracies championed by President
Chiluba is the revelation of the security
bunkers at State house which compromises
State house security. This clearly shows
that some people get carried away by
opening of economies to the extent of
disclosing security facilities at the
presidential palace. What President
Chiluba ought to understand is that leaders
come and go, butthesecurity of Zambia is

so

low.

can

Have the Zambians of

discarded their once cherished Christian
and pan Africanism values?

Admittedly, Kaunda may have erred
during his rule, but this Is characteristic of
every ruler.
To advocate for his
deportatioh is not only the height of
arrogance, but also an Insult to the
Africans in the diaspora.
Zimbabweans, Namibians, South
Africans, Mozambicans and Angolans
should be asking themselves the

question
of what could have happened to them If
Chiluba had come to power in the sixties
and seventies when they were
•accommodated in Zambia. The answer
is obvious, they could have beeh kicked
out of Zambia because they were not

Zambians.

The fact that Kaunda gave

sanctuary to southern African liberation
movements during his time makes him
more

than a Zambian and an African

statesman.
Kaunda

that

the

independence
of Zambia
was
meaningless unless it was associated with
the struggle of those Africans who were
still under the yoke of colonialism and
neo-colonialism. The independence of
the southern African states did not come

spontaneously, but through the
tireless efforts, sacrifice and solidarity of
about

concerned Africans like Kaunda.

He

therefore stands head and shoulders
above his detractors.
Those of us who still dream of a united
Africa with no artificial borders feel

betrayed by the nasty current
developments In Zambian politics. Today,
people talk of citizens who travel freely in
member states with community passports.
When are Africans going to learn, and
realise

our

International

there forever.
We pray that Zambians who are
committed Christians, who shared the

plight and predicaments of other fellow
see reason in rejecting
misguided political manipulation as a

Africans will

factor of influence.
Dzvina

believed

dream, of a United States of

Africa?
It Is important to point out that the current
economic problems haunting Zambia are
not solely caused by the so-called
Kaunda's misrule, but by Zambia's

history benefits.

wish to affirm the historic
contribution of both African and African
American scholars to the development of
the historical study of Africa. It was, in fact,
from this circle of scholars that the first

Dzvinamurungu

Warren Park

efforts

were made to treat the African
continent historically within the academy.
In the post-independence period, these

scholars have been among those who led
the field of African history Into new and
more

challenging directions

away from
historiography.
Not to acknowledge the importance of
their contributions makes a mockery of the
the dominance of coioniai

historical record.

Third, in view of the conservative political
climate of the moment and the hotional
attack on affirmative action, the Board
considers the intervention of Professor
Curtin to be particularly misleading.

Affirmative

action

is

not

reverse

discrimination, but the affirmative creation
of

opportunities for those qualified

individuals who have been shut out of full

participation in our nation's institutions of
higher learning. Despite Professor Curtin's
implication,' available data suggest that
both recent Ph.D.s and faculty
appointments In African History have
remained remarkably stable over the past
quarter-century. In the early 1990s, for
example, white males comprised about
75% of both cohorts, and women about
25%, while African American representation

ranged between about 2-7%, and Africans
between 15-23%. Certainly, even allowing
for the imprecision of these data, there is
no

ZIMBABWE

we

evidence at all to indicate that reverse

discrimination is not

a significant factor
nationally in the field. Perhaps most

notable, however, is the apparent decline
ESSAY

In recent years of African Americans being
trained and seeking Jobs in the field, and

The Board of Directors of the African Studies

the ihcrease in African scholars competing

BOARD OF DIRECTORS RESPOND TO

Association takes

exception to Professor
Philip Curtin's essay, "Ghettoizing African
History SAPEM Vol.8, no.9 both for its
misrepresentation of the employmeht
situation in African History and especially
for its appeal to racial sentiment. The Board
also wishes to put on record the following
points;
First, as the professional association
representing all Africanists, the African
Studies

Association

reaffirms

its

commitment to diversification of the
Africanist

scholarly community and the

institutions that lead the intellectual life of
our

in

fields.

By Identifying excellent scholars

underrepresented groups (both gender
academy, including

and race) the entire

for these academic

positions. If anything,
increased attention to
developing the academic. pipeline tor

this trend argues for

African Americans into African Studies, in

general, as indeed across the disciplines.
Finally, at a time when the intellectual
validity of area studies, in general, is being
questioned and national funding or
research in the humanities and social
sciences is threatened, we

hope that frank

iskjes

discussion of these important
will serve
to bring us together as scholars dedicated
to the study of Africa a and to the welfare
of the people of Africa.
African Studies Association
The Board of Directors

Emory University
Atlanta GA 30322

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR should be addressed to: THE EDITOR, P.O. Box MP 111, Mount Pleasant, HARARE, Zimbabwe
Letters must include the writer's full name and address and may be edited for purposes of clarity or space.
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NYERERE: LEADERSHIP BY

PROXY
Ally Mkumbwa
Tanzania’s

HEN

w

first

the

shops

were now

President, Julius Kambarage

commodities, these

Nyerere (73) stepped down

low income

well stocked with

were not

affordable to

people. More ‘missiles’ were
administration from

from the helm of power 10 years ago, very

to be

few Tanzanians believed what

both Butiama and Dar-es-Salaam.

they were

seeing. Most people could not think of a
future without Mwalimu (teacher), as

Nyerere preferred to be called.
Mwalimu should have passed on the thong
much earlier, but, as he put it, those around
him mitigated against this. They argued that
the country would simply not manage
without him, but Mwalimu said he believed
the aides had other selfish motives to

keep

him around.
Ten years later, Tanzanians seem to have
recovered fully from the fear that nothing

would move without Mwalimu. But Nyerere
himself has not.

fired

at Mwinyi’s

Mwalimu

openly criticised a decision of
the CCM ruling party under Mwinyi to
amend the Arusha Declaration, the blueprint
for Nyerere’s failed Ujamaa (socialism)
policy.
In the changes, officials of the ruling
party and public servants were allowed to
own property and earn side incomes.
Recent attacks on Mwinyi have centred
on alleged leniency with the deposed
government in Rwanda responsible for the
genocide in April 1995, wide-spread
corruption in govemmentand indiscriminate
privatisation of public enterprises, which

were

the cornerstone of Nyerere’s

crumbled

centralised economy.
Observers say Mwalimu has been exploiting
obvious weaknesses in the humble personality

of President
When he

Mwinyi.
was

nominated to succeed

Mwalimu, Mwinyi said he was like an ant hill
before Africa’s highest peak, the Kilimanjaro.

However, in all

cases President Mwinyi
Nyerere’s attacks, although the
responses were often late and ambiguous.
The president, who leaves office in November,
has been touring the regions to tell Tanzanians
that he was retiring a proud man, having
presided over peaceful economic and political
reforms. Although it was Nyerere who
pressed for the introduction of political
pluralism in the country. President Mwinyi
has claimed credit for overseeing the

answered

Infact, the former president admits that
many

decisions, important and

minor, have been made since he
vacated state house, but he seems to
have

difficulty adjusting to the role

of spectator after so many years as
the key player.

Immediately after he handed over
the instruments of power to his
successor,

Ali Hassan Mwinyi,

Mwalimu retreated to his Butiama

village in northern Tanzania,
ostensibly to brush off the notion
that he had designs to continue ruling

the country by proxy.
The retreat lasted for a while before
the former

president raised

a

red

flag.
When President
an

Mwinyi signed

agreement with the International

Monetary

Fund (IMF) and
imports, Mwalimu, who
had handed him a country with empty
shop shelves, argued that although
liberalised

Nyerere: discredited John Malecela and Horace Kolimba
Sapem October, 1995
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COVER STORY
formation and

registration of another dozen
political parties.
Under

Nyerere’s so-called one-party
democracy there were only two official
daily newspapers and the state-run Radio
Tanzania, but Mwinyi has ushered in three
more privately owned dailies in addition to
70 weeklies, bi-weeklies and

periodicals.
private television stations,
•at least four private radio stations, and several
pending applications for licences to operate
privately owned electronic media.
Obviously, Mwalimu could not be
There

are

three

expected to indulge in the finer details of
implementation, but it is evident that he
firmly steered the democratisation process
in the direction he wanted.
When it became clear to him that former
Prime Minister John Malecela and the then

Salim Ahmed Salim

CCM

Secretary General, Horace Kolimba
were the main contenders for the ruling
party’s presidential nomination, Mwalimu
wrote a book. Our Leadership and the
Destiny of Tanzania discrediting them as

political hooligans, and demanded their
resignation.
Nyerere claimed in the book, which was
published in Harare, Zimbabwe, last year,
that Malecela and Kolimba misled President

horns with

Nyerere.
Although the two names were among the
15 aspirants submitted to the CCM national

organs for the presidential
of them went through.
It is widely

nomination, none

believed that Mwalimu wanted

his protege, OAU Secretary General Salim
Ahmed Salim to succeed President Mwinyi.

the handling of a crisis in the
union between Tanganyika and Zanzibar.
The crisis was sparked off by Zanzibar

But Salim

President Salmin Amour’s unilateral decision

Having failed in his bid, Mwalimu opted
Mkapa who, true to the Nyerere legacy,
steered through the CCM nomination

Mwinyi

to

on

join the Organisation of the Islamic

Conference (OIC).

Foreign relations is a union matter, which
be co-ordinated by Dar-es-Salaam, but
the Zanzibar government flouted this
procedure, even when warned of the
consequences by the union Attorney General.
The unilateral action by Zanzibar was
reciprocated by MPs on the mainland who
demanded
a
separate Tanganyika
must

government.

obviously assured of his job in

Addis Ababa,
dust settle.

preferred to wait and let the

for

process.
In both Salim and

Mkapa, Mwalimu sees
compatriots, whose records are not
tainted by corruption, tribalism or religious

clean

fanaticism.

Although Nyerere presided over a bloated,
corrupt and largely ineffective government,
of the crap was smeared on his person.
His integrity stands out impeccably flawless.
none

by Zanzibar, and

for

Tanganyika
protecting

ensure

house.

go to the dogs”, he

selfish interests.

a

The CCM

heavy weights (Malecela was
party’s vice-chairman for the
mainland) tried to resist the demand to resign,
but they soon realised nobody can lock
6

that

“I cannot sit in Butiama and let my country

government, because they were

also the

Mwalimu maintains that the union should
ago, the marriage experienced turbulence
under his presidency, which could only

state

demand

was contested by the
opposition parties and even ordinary
Tanzanians, who said favouring CCM so
directly would cost Nyerere his latest title of
Father-of-the-Nation.
The protest was effective because when
Mwalimu was asked to address Mkapa’s
inaugural campaign rally in Dar-es-Salaam
last August, he made a neutral speech, calling
for fair treatment of all political parties by the
government. Except for a few dissenting
views, mainly from beneficiaries of the status
quo, many people think that Nyerere’s
interventions in the running of government
and the ruling party carries welcome
regulatory value in the absence of a strong
opposition.
However, even those supporting him point
out that many of the ills he criticises today,
existed with impunity during his rule.
It is obvious, for example, that although

retain the

of the union constitution
the

victory.

However, this

would strive to

Mwinyi to take stem action against violation
thwart

him until

He has vowed that, for as

long as he lives, he
only the cleanest
and most committed Tanzanians occupy the

Nyerere argues in the book that Malecela
and Kolimba failed to advise President

preferred to wait

is quoted as saying during
meeting with opposition leader Augustine
Mrema in Dar-es-Salaam recently.
One of the promises he made to win
Mkapa’s nomination as the CCM presidential
candidate was that he would campaign for

same set

be healed

by

up

drawn three decades

as yet

elusive structural

change.
And while the Father-of-the-Nation may
have succeeded to prevent Tanzania
mainland from going to the dogs, cracks in
the union

are

virtually drift
watching.Q

widening and Zanzibar may
away while everyone stands
Sapem October. 1995
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TANZANIA: NYERERE VERSUS THE

REST
GaudensP. Mpangala

FTER HAVING retired

A

President

of

the

as

United

Republic of Tanzania and

Chairman of the Party (CCM), Mwalimu

Julius

Kambarage Nyerere is respected

by Tanzanians
Nation

or

as

“Baba

the Father-of-the-

wa

Taifa” in Swahili

book

“Democracy and the Party
System.” The ruling political party. The
Tanganyika African National Union
a

on

(TANU) and the government established a
Commission to look into the possibility of

introducing a one-party system. Through
the Commission’s Report a one-party

language. This position of the Father-of-

system was established in 1965 and thus all

the-Nation is not only due to the fact that
he was the first President of the United

opposition political parties were abolished.

Republic of Tanzania but much more due
to the fact that he is highly respected by
the people. Despite the failure of his rule
in
managing the economy, his
commitment to establish and develop a

the one-party system was developed out of

united nation

as

well

as

his charismatic

nature have

greatly contributed to such
high respect. Furthermore it is well
recognised that despite the growth of
corruption in his government, Nyerere
managed to remain a non-corrupt leader.
The respect for Nyerere is not only
confined to Tanzania. Internationally, he
is also a well respected African politician.
Such respect is reflected by the position
he was given as Chairman of the South
Commission and currently, as Chairman
of South Centre.

Early in 1992, Tanzania adopted a multiparty political system through the Political
Parties Act of 1992. The decision to get into

multi-party ism came after 26 years of a onepolitical system. However, we are not
going to dwell on examining factors for this
major change, but our main interest is to
examine the position and role of Mwalimu

party

Nyerere.
It is an obvious fact that Mwalimu was the
one-

party system. He developed the idea of one-

party system through the conception of
“African democracy” which he began
developing as early as 1962 when he wrote
Sapem October, 1995

however, that even if

Nyerere’s conception of “African
democracy”, the root cause can be examined
in a wider context of the development of the

nationalistideologyof“developmentalism”
in Africa soon after independence. The
ideology had a tendency of emphasising
development and national unity at the
expense of democracy. Through this
ideology, African states asserted that political
order and stability, and not democracy, were
a precondition for economic and social
development, growth and prosperity. Thus,
the ideology of developmentalism became
central to the adoption of authoritarian oneparty states in most African countries in the
1960s and 70s.
In

Nyerere and Multl-Partyism

architect of the establishment of the

It has to be noted,

Tanzania,

the

ideology

of

developmentalism evolved within the
context of complex linkages between
conceptions of “African democracy”,
African Socialism and national unity.
Nyerere saw that the implementation of the
theory of “African democracy” could best
be carried out through the institution of
African Socialism; and that the two aspects
could best be achieved through national

unity which in turn could be achieved
through a one-party system.
Although the one-party system was
supposed to be based on “African
democracy”, in essence it came to be
contradictory to real democracy. Such
contradictions

came

to

be reflected in how

Nyerere
7
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the

This situation resulted in the emergence and

growth of democratisation movements
including demands for reintroduction of

multi-partyism from the early 1980s. By
1990 these demands culminated in

a

strong

nominating
parliamentary

possibility of adopting multipartyism spearheaded by political pressure
groups. In 1991 a Presidential Commission
for one-party ormulti-party political system
was formed. Its activities led to the adoption
of the multi-party political order.
Mwalimu Nyerere’s response to the multidebate

on

the

An aspect

that has
recently raised great
concern on the part of
opposition parties has
been his coming out
openly to campaign for

strongly opposed to the
multi-party movement. His government is
known to have taken punitive measures
including the use of detention orders. Those
who led the demand for multi-partyism were
branded saboteurs. During the second phase,
that is from 1990, Nyerere began to support
the introduction of multi-partyism. He even
became very instrumental in influencing the
party and the government to take steps leading
to the adoption of multi-partism.
A1 though the change of Nyerere’s response
said

to

was

the fact is

in African countries

was

irreversible. Thus,

the architect of

mono-partyism became an
important facilitator of the adoption of multipartism in Tanzania.
Mono-partyism

Nyerere’s legacy of mono-partism is clearly
reflected in processes

leading to the 1995
multi-party elections. His activities are
indicative of the fact that even if he has made
contribution in

facilitating the
multi-partyism, he still
shows tendencies of perpetuating a monoparty culture. In other words he has failed to

establishment of

Benjamin

Mkapa.
Currently,
Nyerere is not Chairman
of CCM. This

means

that

Nyerere’s campaigns are
based

not

party

on

leadership, but rather on
his respectable position
as Father-of-the-Nation.
What this

means

is that

he is all out to ensure that

CCM wins the elections
and thus perpertuating its
position of power. This is rather
contradictory as he has several times
criticised CCM as a party with a rotten
leadership entrenched in corruption,

Nyerere once labelled the CCM leadership rotten and corrupt

fast in

realised that the democratisation movement

some

the CCM Presidential

Candidate Mr

be due to his retirement from

realising the dynamics of
socio-economic and political changes taking
place in Africa and the world at large. He
that he

and

the forthcoming elections.

the 1980s, he was

was

CCM

Presidential candidates for

party movement was characterised by two
different phases. During the first phase in

government and party leadership,

be more powerful

than
legislature and the
judiciary. The state-party
tendency is also indicated
by his strong influence in
ensuring centralised party
control in the process of
to

organisations and institutions came

under strong state subordination and control.

proliferation of many political parties,
particularly under conditions where monopartyism for a long time suppressed political
plurality and plurality of ideas. Furthermore
he has often tended to view the new political
parties as naturally weak compared to the
ruling party and therefore not capable of
winning the elections and forming a new
government. In recent campaigns for the
CCM candidate, he has been repeatedly telling
the people in his speeches that the new political
parties still need time to grow and mature and
therefore they are not ready to provide
leadership after the 1995 elections.
Mwalimu has not moved out of state

Father-of-the-Nation in Crisis

Mwalimu Nyerere’s

move to

campaign

for the CCM presidential candidate has
received a lot of criticism not only from the
opposition political parties, but also from
ordinary members of the Tanzanian society
interested in realising a fair, just and
democratic election at the end of this October,
It is rightly claimed that with his position as
Father-of-the-Nation he should have been
above all

transform himself from the one-party

CCM to block a motion passed by the Union

political parties, ancj that his role
provide unbiased
guidance to all political parties and institutions

ideology and culture.
In the process of introducing multipartyism he has been critical of the formation
of many political parties. He prefers having
one big opposition party. He forgets that
multi-partyism undergoes a long process
whose first phase is characterised by

Parliament in favour of

concerned with the elections. It is

8

party tendencies. In

1994, he made

use

establishing

of
a

Tanganyika government with a view to
restructuring the Union such that it
constitutes three governments instead of
two. This was indicative of the fact that
even

under the

multi-party system, Nyerere
ruling party continuing

would like to see the

should have been to

envisaged
campaigning for one political party and
disqualifying other political parties as unfit
that

take over power, is likely to make him lose
his respect as Father-of-the-Nation. This
to

position

is likely to paralyse the
in Tanzania.Q

democratisation process

Sapem October. 199.5
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NYERERE AND MULTI-PARTYISM
IN TANZANIA
A.N. Kweka

YERERE

WAS

the

first

N

president of the United
Republic of Tanzania. He
founded the first political party,
Tanganyika African National Union
(TANU) in 1954. In 1961 when Tanzania
achieved her political independence,
Nyerere was clearly seen as an
unchallenged champion of Tanzania
nationalism. He advocated unity, freedom,
equality, respect and development in
Tanzania

as

well

as

in international

politics.
Nyerere was a strong advocate of a oneparty political system even before Tanzania
had achieved independence. He thought
that he could unite all the people ofTanzania
under the ideology of the “Common good”.
He ignored, at least openly, analysis of
society based on different social classes/
groups although he had declared his
intention of constructing a socialist society.
His socialist orientation

was

constrained

economic performance, policies
leadership. When he retired in 1985, it
was becoming even difficult to defend the
socialist gains in social services. However,
Nyerere was seen as a capable, honest and
clean leader when he retired as president in
1985 andas party chairman in 1991.
Just before he retired as party chairman,
he began a debate on whether or not
Tanzania should adopt a multiparty political
system. He encouraged his listeners to see

by

poor

and

ruling party (CCM) the leaders thought
that since the majority were in favour of a
single party system, there was no need of
introducing a multi-party system. It was
Julius Nyerere who urged them to accept
a multi-party system even though there
were only a few people opposed to a oneparty system.

Many people thought that Nyerere
would not get into politics after his
retirement. In fact, he had told Tanzanians
that he

was not planning to come back to
politics. Tanzanians believed that
would only play an advisory role as a

active
he

Father-of-the-N ation.
But in 1994, Julius Nyerere came back
criticising the Mwinyi government. On
its proposal for a three government
structure, Zanzibar’s entry into the OIC
and poor leadership. He went to the extent
of pointing at corrupt leaders. This made
the opposition think (though wrongly)
that Nyerere would support them in the

Sapem October. 1995

There

was

had left them in the lurch. This

was

the

party he founded and had led for the
whole of his active

political life. He had
provide advice to this party

1991. The ruling party knew he was a
good orator and a clean man who
commanded respect from different
sections of the population. It would be
disastrous for CCM to have Nyerere as an
impartial Father-of-the-Nation. So it was
rumoured that CCM came out with a grand
design that would make Nyerere

advice

from

different

politicians and religious leaders dissuading
Nyerere from campaigning for Mkapa and
CCM, but he insisted that he “could not
leave his country to the dogs”. He
maintained that he was looking for a clean
and

from time to time after his retirement in

percent of those who gave their views were
in favour of a multi-party system. In the

member of the CCM national

candidate could

of

single party political system in 1965
still valid in 1991. Those in the ruling
party did not like the idea, but a small
section of the population came out very
strongly for a multi-party system. When a
commission was appointed to seek the views
of the people on this, it showed that over 20

was now

Nyerere’s criticisms against the ruling
party and government were supported by
the opposition and gave the latter a good
opportunity to challenge the CCM. In
fact, one opposition leader was quoting
Nyerere on his criticisms of the CCM. On
its part, the ruling party saw that Nyerere

continued to

a

who

executive committee and cabinet minister.

1995 elections.

if the reasons which led to the establishment

were

rigorously campaign for CCM. But since
Nyerere had accused CCM of corrupt
leadership, they gave him the opportunity,
it was claimed by his own son, to choose a
presidential candidate he would be willing
to campaign for. This trap pushed Nyerere
to the centre of Tanzania’s political life
once again.
Nyerere attended all the CCM party
meetings which decided on the choice of
the presidential candidate. It is also
rumoured that in these meetings he crushed
strong aspirants like Samuel Malecela and
Edward Lowassa, and managed to come up
with his former student Benjamin Mkapa

capable candidate, and that this

only come from a strong
experienced party. This party was the
CCM. Nyerere was no longer operating as
an impartial Father-of-the-Nation, but a
campaign agent for CCM. He did not see
limits to his position.
Nyerere began his campaign by claiming
that all the opposition parties were young,
weak and inexperienced. He angered the
opposition when he said that they were led
by hooligans and drunkards who were only
obsessed by the desire to go to State House.
He gave three conditions under which they
and

could transform themselves into viable

opposition parties. First, they should reduce
their number to one or two opposition
parties. Second, they should have better
politics. Third, they should bring up their
own leaders, not the political refugees from
CCM. Nyerere thought it was due to these
9
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President

Mwinyi introducing CCM Presidential candidate Benjamin Mkapa (left) and his running mate Omar Ali Junta (Right)
at a campaign rally in Dar-es-Salaam

weaknesses that

campaigning for

of the

said CCM and its government were corrupt,
but now he was saying the party had

they did not win any one. corruption, but they had done nothing while
parliamentary seats in the five mini they were in power. Would they be able to

elections which

were

conducted in the

previous year.Nyerere’s arguments contradicted his
own earlier position. On the first condition
this was mainly a question of form rather
than essence. We for example had 13
political parties, but only four managed to
field presidential candidates. There were
many small parties which would later on
merge with larger ones or die a natural
death. This process of merging or dying
was very educative and should not be
avoided through artificial or forced
alliances. On the question of better policies,
one
should
be
guided by the
implementability of those policies in the
exciting socio-economic conditions and
the way this will affect the living conditions
of the people. Perhaps, the most important
aspect is not policies per se but the type of
leadership that can implement what it
ad\'ocatcs. CCM was talking of fighting
10

do it now?

Finally, on the question of leadership in
opposition parties, it would be wrong

the
to

decide for them who would be their

leader. A year ago, Nyerere was saying
that viable opposition parties were those to
be started

by CCM splinter groups and this
happened in the case of CUF
and NCCR-Mageuzi which were the two
strong opposition parties.
One can talk of young and inexperienced
political parties, but what was important
was their ability to command respect from
was

what had

the electorate and lead the government
when elected. This was not always a

question of experience unfortunately some
leaders have had a long, but wrong
experience in leadership.
Nyerere’s campaigns were seriously
condemned

to

the extent

politicians called him
ruffian,

and

a

a

that

some

hypocrite, thug,
of lies

messenger

a rotten

party! He had

experience and the leaders were clean.
Others felt that he was only confusing the
people in this democratic process and that
he wanted to come back with his Ujamaa
policies. The mass media often highlighted
his speeches and this frightened the
opposition.
Some thought that Nyerere should have
been sent to court, but some lawyers said
there was no law that prohibited him from
participating in the campaigns.
Nyerere’s campaigns definitely made
people think of a clean president, but not
necessarily Nyerere’s candidate. Whoever
contested was portrayed as a clean president
and one who can fight corruption. Nyerere’s
campaigns will have contributed in one
way or

another in the elections, but will
more clearly Nyerere’s

have also shown

parternalism and the defence of his
interests.□
Sapem October. 1995
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IN SEARCH OF A CLEAN PRESIDENT
Ally Mkumbwa

T

the urban

ANZANIANS went to the polls on

Salaam, which is billed

October 29 to elect a new President

stronghold of the opposition parties, only
one member of the City Council is from an

and 232 members of the National

Assembly, the country’s Parliament This
was
the country’s first multi-party
general elections after three decades of
one-party rule under the Chama Cha
Mapinduzi (CCM).
The CCM Chairman and

out-going

President, Ali Hassan Mwinyi, who
succeeded former President Julius

Nyerere

in 1985, was barred by the Constitution
from seeking re-elections, having served
the maximum two

five-year terms.

The General elections, contested

by all

the 13

registered political parties, were
preceded by the Zanzibar elections on
October 22, in which residents of Unguja

as

opposition party.
The apparent indifference to politics was
reflected in the slow pace at which
Tanzanians turned out to register for the
multi-party elections.
The registration deadline earlier fixed
for September 4, had to be extended for 10
days because only 57 per cent of the
estimated 12 million voters had registered.
The tally in the voters register closed on
September 14 is not expected to be much
higher than the 7.2 million Tanzanians
who registered to vote in the 1990 oneparty elections. It was estimated then that
there

were

9.2 million eligible voters.

President, 50

The National Electoral Commission

members of the Zanzibar House of

projected that nearly 12 million of the
country’s 27 million people were eligible
to vote this year, but no more than eight
million voters registered.
Most political parties blamed the
Electoral Commission for conducting
inadequate voter education and the late
approval of election candidates.

and Pemba islands elected

a

Representatives and local government
representatives.
Under the union treaty between Zanzibar
and Tanganyika, the former retains a separate
government and legislature.
Four parties — CCM, National
Convention for Construction and Reform

CUF.

Although the campaigns started late
August, there was no public evidence of
historic
This

inspite of their

more

so

Thanks to the

political reforms legislated

in 1992, Tanzanians this year
out of four presidential

voted for one

candidates
representing different political parties.
In some constituencies, voters had achoice
of up to 11 different parliamentary
candidates. What the voter may not get is
coherent alternative policies from the

opposition parties.
In an unprecedented public debate
organised for the four presidential candidates
in Dar

es

Salaam

on

September 19, all of

them said

they would fight corruption,
maximise revenue collection and spend more
on social services if they are elected.
The CCM candidate, Benjamin William

Mkapa,

NCCR-Mageuzi

candidate,

The former Editorof the state-owned daily.

in towns where,

The

Daily News, has also held the
Broadcasting* and Foreign
Affairs portfolios.
Mrema, a former state security officer,
entered politics in 1990 when he was elected

ironically, the people are supposed to have
higher political awareness.
Political analysts say although urban
dwellers are vocal political activists, their
participation in elections is low.
During the first multi-party civic elections
last October, most activists who sang slogans
of opposition parties in towns did not register

Information and

Member of Parliament for his home Moshi
Rural District.

He

by the ruling
CCM overwhelmingly. In the capital Dares

appointed Minister for Home

into

were won

Sapem October. 1995

was

Affairs, which he immediately transformed

to vote.

The elections

candidates.

Ottawa.

importance.
was

phenomenon reflecting the citizenry’s
general mistrust of politicians.
In Tanzania, it may be also a reflection of
the pacifying effect of three decades of oneparty rule.
Under the so-called one-party democracy,
people were discouraged by suppression of
dissenting views and a limited choice of

Augustine Lyatonga Mrema, Professor
Ibrahim Haruna Lipumba (CUE) and John
Cheyo (UDP) were brought face to face for
the first time since they started the campaigns.
Mkapa, then Minister for Science,
Technology and Higher Education, has been
in the cabinet for the last 17 years, with short
stints as Ambassador to Washington and

(NCCR-Mageuzi), United Democratic Party
(UDP) and Civic United Front (CUF) fielded
union presidential candidates. The Zanzibar
presidency was contested by CCM and

enthusiasm for the elections,

However, ‘voter fatigue’ is a universal

Augustine Mrema

a super
ministry dealing not only with
wife beaters and bad debtors, but also tax

11
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evaders, crop buyers, investors and even

Professor

Kighoma Malima.
Cheyo’s constituency was not clearly

diplomats.
This earned him

defined. As

unpopularity with other

Cabinet Ministers, who said he was

successful intervention in

a

conflict in the

Evangelical Lutheran Church conflict in
the northern region of Arusha.
Mrema’s style was unorthodox. Wife
beaters and family deserters were summoned
to his office, not to court, and made to sign
agreements with their spouses.
Whilst this won him the wrath of lawyers,
who thought he was presiding over kangaroo
courts in violation of the independence of
the judiciary, it made him the hero ofwidows,

secret

later sacked

by President
Mwinyi when he attacked the government
in parliament for failing to deal with Asian
businessman V.G. Chavda, who is alleged
to have

was

misused about US$6 million in Debt

Conversion

Programme (DCP) funds.

The other candidates Professor Ibrahim

Lipumba and John Cheyo have had no
political exposure. The Professor of
Economics is

a

Ibrahim

lipumba

running mate.
Limpmba got further support

from

Muslims

in

the

Reconstruction Alliance

election

National

(NRA), after

National Electoral Commission disqualified
their

The electorate seemed divided between

Party’s candidate replacing the late

those

wishing Tanzania had a Mrema to
discipline and accountability in
government and those dreading his sevenday deadlines.
However, all four candidates got a fair
share of the votes and the delay in
announcing the election results by the
instil

It is believed that CCM picked

Mkapa as
compromise candidate. Older candidates
like Prime Minister Cleopa Msuya, were
dropped because they did not embrace change
demanded by the times. More youthful
candidates like Finance Minister Jakaya

National Electoral. Commission raises the

question of whether multi-partyism

can
contribute towards the creation of a

framework

deemed too radical.

i:

within

which

one

can

comprehend and analyse the problem of
transition from the One-Party-One-LeaderState

to

genuine democratic discourse. □

John Cheyo
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candidate, Mrema.

flouting the agreement by unilaterally
appointing Professor Abdulrahman Babu,

three-

Analysts believed that the Presidential
was going to be closely contested
between Mkapa and Mrema, although many
gave the CCM candidate more chances of
winning.

Professor

a

of

a

mainland.
Mrema’s

business in Swaziland.

However, CUF accused NCCR-Mageuzi

of their demand for

Apart from the possibility of Zanzibar
adopting divergent and even hostile policies,
going it alone would also deny the isles
economic and logistical linkages with the

University of Dar es Salaam academic staff
while Cheyo spent several years doing

Ironically, Kikwete won the first round of
the CCM nominations ahead of Mkapa and
Msuya.
Mrema represented hopes of redemption
for the oppressed. His rallies drew huge
crowds of the common people, who carried
him shoulder high.
Professor Lipumba a muslim, had a stint
at state house as President Mwinyi’s
economic advisor. Rejoined the presidential
race at a later stage. Initially, his party,
CUF, had agreed to back NCCR-Mageuzi

inclined

government.

senior member of the

Kikwete (44) were

was

government set up, which would create
separate governments for Tanganyika and
Zanzibar, in addition to a federal

divorcees and walalahoi (the down trodden).
Mrema

businessman, he

And
coming from the Lake Victoria zone, which
accounts for 60 per cent of the country’s
population, Cheyo found himself enveloped
in the so-called big tribe politics.
With the exception of CUF, all candidates
sought to preserve the union between
Zanzibar and Tanganyika. CUF made no

inrérferringwiththeirportfolios.ButMrema
was rewarded by President Mwinyi, who
later made his Deputy Prime Minister after
a

a

towards the interests of free enterprise.
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TANZANIA: O LEGADO DO PAI DA

NAQÄO*
IBBO MANDAZA

prinetfais
dei^Ses gerais multipanrtiddrias ita Tanzania do que com o manifesta^Oes deste problema de rransq-do é mudan^a tern sido, claro,
sd^ficado do acodfé^éito eitiisi. julgando petas informa^ö» até qqe ponto; as estmtoias fundan^ntais M edloniatismo fbram
sdbire o eotnsiasmo que aöjmpanhon o proc«so eleitoral. o e vento sustentadas wtesedepois da independSncia. Emparticu lar; a continnidade
provou ser mais doqueo aspirar de um ar fresco naquele grande davidaeconömicacolcmialcomoessenci^menteéxportadoresdematériapafe^ Claro qne tei^ havido um certo grau de^’ujpatia”, um prima para as industrias do
e importadores deae de
feddmeno dmversal que, dd dcor do com um dos nossos produtos acabadds. Os actuals prograinas de ajustaroento ésUUturaS tém
colaboradores nesta edi^o, reflecte “a de»:oaflan^ geral dos
servido mais para reformat os sistemas econdmicos do tipo colonial do
cidadäos em rda^o aos politicos”, mas que no contexto da que para criar condi^es para ocrescimentoe desenvoivimento.
Estamos

menos

preocupados

com os

resultados das primeiras

tanto ao nfvel »aci<mal como ao nfvel continental. Entreas

Tattzarua, refleide tamBem d‘‘efeito pacIBcante de trSs decadas de
um regiine de partido duteo.?^ Mesmo assim, parece ter faavido
menos “apatiat^ nestas primeiras eiei(des gerais multipartiddrias.
Mais do que Isso, o aconteciroento em si provou em geral o
cohfririo a todos aqueles -^inctuindo algunslideres aifricanos eles

Pörtanto, a patologia do neo-colOrtiaBsmo tambdm manife^a-sc no
problema que se relaciona com a continuidade do sofrimento resultante
da heran^a do sindroma de Grande Uder ou de Pai da Nagäo. A heransa

å “guerra

principais que se reiacionam entre si; a luta nacionalista em que ele
emergiu como aFigwra Pai; eopapelimpoi^te que eledesempenhou

doPöidaiVafdoéumrcsult^p tögicodafonnacqinoopderestatalfoi
transfeddodolfiätröes colonaispara osnovos ltderes africanos. 0 Pnirib
pröprios--^queacreditavamqQeosafricanosnioeramcapazesde Nagäo ganhöu a sua legitimidade como resultado de dois factores
desenvolver 9 muUipartidammo sem que recorressem
tribal”.

Claroque,nuncaseremospersuadidosaaceitarqueo>n«öqjortKkiw«o no estabelecimenio do estado rtacional em constmgao, Contudo, 0
seja sinönimo de democracta, principalraente porque em muitas partes elemento de continuidade — do coJonialisroo ao neo-colonialismo -r
do mundo, o ^Mparddammo näo: tern sido mais do que a coitina de
que é inerentedopröprioestadopös-cölqtual,e mais acentuado tanto pela;
furoo atrés da qual ccatem as persistentes tentativas de encobrir — e crönica dependSncia econOmica em rela^to ao capital intemadonat e a
mesmo de tentar legitimar — as mais anti-democräticas tendficias na
inerentefragilidadepolfticaquecaracterizaoperfodopds-independéncia
j^iedade. Portanto, nSo estamos fäcilmente impressipnados pela emgeral,ajuclatna tomar a posi9äo dsPm fild /y4fdö indispensävel.De
mudan9a de lideranjfa que agora acompanha as recedtes eleipöes factormesmo å dinämiea da situapio — näo täo trienos o crescente
multipartidärias em Aftiea; tal mudanpa tern sido muitas vezes apenas decUneo econOmico e polftico—requere que ele se tomecada vezmais
uma mudanpa de gaatdaiicotn uma sustentivel continuidade do estado
indispensivet,; como o protectdr åa. midade naeional, åäsegurapi^a
p#eolonial edos seus rttäleSLPoi sip novo llderque teri pmjectado a sua nacional, e da spbrevivincia nacioml ;Daf quo a necessidMle doBstado
imagem como o simbolo de ‘‘Esperan^a’' e de “Salva^äo” durante a de Partido IJnico, tlnico Lider. Af, também, reside 0 problema da
campanha eleitbral acabou, Itemediävelmente, tomando-se no novo transifio, nSo sd ao multipartidarismomas também ao pröximo Ifder.
ömno logoaf^ asuaentrada nopaMciopresidenciid. ;
Pois^ o Estado de Partido Onim Onico Uder voma
Empwjcas palavras, o/rtHlnpartMirismo näo é e nuncapoderåpor si impossivelo surgimentodeoutros IfdereS excepto, cmalgunseasos,pr
sd constituir a base para o exerclcio da democracia, tratisformapäo e
grapa do prdprio Grande Lider. Em muitos dos casos, potenciais Uderes
prosperidade ccondmica na Africa contcmpor4nea. É um säQsisfemäticamente“provineializado$”jrauitasyezescoitnasu4prdpria
desenvolvimento importatfte na histdria da Africa pds-indepenctente; de
ajuda uma vez que, em tais situa§öesv4pbreytv|ncia polfttca é cada vez
facto, gostarfamos de saudä-lo como o infcio de um processo contra o mais baseada na “ptovincializapäo”, a “aldeiaza^äo’’ e a ”tribalizapSo”.
qual poderoos mais amcretamente comcpar a fazer a distin^o entre a É assim que mesmo depoisdedeixaro poder, o primei ro Pai da Nagcla
forma eoconteddotaSa ^do processoeleitoral e da prdpria democracia, permanece parasempre com esse estatuto, sem que haja alguém capaz de
mas também do deseny^vimento. A questäö que urge colocar é se 0
o suceder nessa posi^äo e, tal como os casos da Tanzania e da Zairtbia
multipartidarismo, tendd conseguido ajudar a libertar algumas das podem Uustrar, com os sucessores continuando para sempre na sua
fwfas sociais sem as qoais a democracia e 0 desenvolvimento seriam sombra.
,
slogans vaziosi poderé t^ora também eontribair para a cria^So de uma
É muito cedo conclulr se a Tanzania comegarä agora a transcendér a ;
platafonna dentro da qual se possa compreender e analisar 0 problema heransa do Pai da Nagäo, Tal como jå 0 dissemos, é um legado que yai
åatransifäoem Africa, näosö dotxtlqnialismo mas também do Estado muito para alémde Julius Nyerere.Éumareflexäodetodoum sofrimento
de Partido 0nico,i/rucoUder
nas nossas

aumdiscursogenufnamentedemocrätico

sociedades.

A Tanzania hoje é uma outra ilustta^äo do problema da tnmsigäo na
Africa p6s-indq5endente. Claro que este problema da transifäo possui
uma profunda base hia:örica,namaneira como a Africa como umtodo
foi relegada para o dltinm grau na divisäo intemacional do trabalho, a
Escravatura e a naturezado colonialisrao e todas as suas consequendas
Sapem October, 1995

do legado colonial. A conclusäo satisfatöria destas primeiras eleig^:
gerais multipartidariasé a evidénciaSuficientedé que aTarizaniapossiii
uma enorme

capacidade de confrontar 0 futuro. Para muitos de nds, a

Tanzaniacontinuaaseromodelodeumexercfciödeconstrufäodanafäo
bem sucedido, näo obstante os imensos problemas econömicos que
continuaräo a confrontå-la nos pröximos anos.
*Esta é uma tradugäo do nosso editorial.
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MOZAMBIQUE

ZIMBABWE

a

special focus

on

limiting the

use

of

landmines.
One of the

OPPOSITION LEADER

NO KNOWLEDGE OF A

FACES CHARGES OF

COUP PLOT

CONSPIRACY

MAPUTO

HARARE—Zimbabwe’s veteran politician
and one of the only two opposition members
of

parliament, Ndabaningi Sithole, has
appeared in a magistrate’s court in Harare,
to answer charges of plotting to assassinate
President Robert Mugabe.
Sithole, leader of the Zimbabwe African
National Union
arrested

on

(Zanu-Ndonga), was
October 14 and later freed on

bail.

prosecution alleges that Sithole was
directly involved in two attempts to
assassinate President Mugabe by attacking
his motorcade with a Mark 1 Claymore
mine on August 4 and 18.
Sithole’s arrest followed the arrest of two

suspected members of a group called
Chimwenje, apparently operating to
overthrow President Mugabe from bases in
Mozambique.
According to sources in Mozambique,
the two suspects were apparently arrested in
Mozambique and handed over to the
Zimbabwean authorities.
The Mozambican authorities have

repeatedly said that the militant group had
in the 1980s

formed

an

alliance with the

former Mozambican rebel group

Renamo,
during its 16-year war destined to oust the
Maputo government.
The Chimwenje group had apparently
remainedonMozambicansoilafterthe 1992
Rome peace

accords that ended the war in
Mozambique, hoping that a Renamo victory
in last year’s general election would
strengthen their position to overthrow the
government in Zimbabwe.
In the 1980s, still in exile in the United

States, Sithole openly declared that his party
had formed a military alliance with Renamo
in order to overthrow the governments

Chissano.
The

with Renamo could be used

as

evidence.

followed

unexplained
one-day visit to Mozambique by South
Africa’s first Deputy President Thabo
Mbeki and deputy foreign minister Aziz
Pahad on October 27. During the visit,
rumours

and

.

an

Pahad

with

met

Mozambique’s prime-minister Pascoal
Mocumbi in Maputo, and flew to the
northern province of Nampula for a
meeting with Afonso Dhlakama, leader
of the opposition Renamo.
Unconfirmed reports indicate that the
alleged coup was being planned by
former Renamo officers now integrated
into the Mozambique Defence Forces
(FADM) with the involvement of top
generals of the former apartheid South
African army.
Dhlakama has refused

to

weapons.
UN secretary-general

Boutros Boutros
complete ban on the
production, export and use of landmines,
Ghali has called for
which kill

or

a

maim around 20 000 civilians

every year.
The main issue had been

eliminate

on

how to

old-style anti-personnel mines
use of weapons to so-called

and restrict the

“smart mines” which self-destruct within a
short time.
Old “dumb mines” have been used in

conflicts in Southern Africa since 1961.

Many lie undetected for years and continue
claim victims, most of whom

to

are

civilians. In Southern Africa, there have
been over 250 000 civilian victims of
landmines in the past 30 years.
There are many millions of landmines in
the soils of Angola, Mozambique and

Zimbabwe

to

clear, and these still claim

human victims

on a

regular basis. Over 62

the

different types of anti-personnel mines from

allegations, but former Renamo officers now
members of the FADM immediately issued
astatementrefutingtheiralleged involvement
in any conspiracy and reiterating their loyalty
to the elected government of Mozambique.

17 countries are responsible for this deadly

to comment on

The contents of Mbeki’s discussions with

Mocumbi and Dhlakama

were

not

made

public, although Mozambique government
officials admitted that South Africa
concerned

over

the

was

security situation in

Mozambique.

legacy; South Africa and Zimbabwe are
producers.
Despite Southern Africa being the most
landmine affected region in the world,
African governments have shown little
inclination to ratify the 1980Conventional
Weapons Convention.
Until May 1995, only Benin and Niger
also

had ratified the Convention. South Africa

followed

soon

after.

The result was that the Vienna conference

LANDMINES
BAN CONFERENCE ENDS
IN A FLOP
VIENNA

Delegates from 49 states
gathered in Vienna, Austria, from
September 25 to October 15 for a United
Nations-sponsored conference to review
a 1980 treaty on conventional
weapons.
—

dominated

by North American an
European states with very little African
representation, decisions were being made
with small regard to countries that have
suffered from many of the landmines
produced by those discussing the Convention;
was

of

Mozambique and Zimbabwe.
There have been many doubts over the
seriousness of these latest allegations against
Sithole, now aged 76, but his early alliance
14

government in
Mozambique has denied rumours circulating
in Maputo of a conspiracy to overthrow the
government of President Joaquim

Mbeki

The

The

—

objectives of the conference
place international restrictions
on
booby-trap devices, and it succeeded
in achieving a new, but weak agreement
to outlaw the use of blinding laser
was

China, India, Russia, and the United States
for

example. With the exception of
Mozambique, Sudan, and Tanzania, no
African states sent teams to lobby in the
corridors of Vienna.Q
Sapem October. 1995

SOUTH AFRICA IN TRANSITION

AN ANATOMY OF POLITICAL

CONSCIOUSNESS
Alie Fataap

T

HE ALMOST universal postelection euphoria about South
Africa has faded and a new reality

is evident: the escalation of crime and
the

proliferation of violence.
Corruption, drug-trafficking, murders
(largely politically motivated), raping
and
child
molestation, strikes
accompanied by violence, equally
violent

and

strident

student

demands’
It would appear necessary to look deeper
than the superficial phenomenon of an

apparent disillusionment with the
‘performance’ of the GNU and the reaction
of the

masses

leaders in

awareness or

hijacking, housebreaking and robberies
have been taking place at a such a rate
and wide scale that the ordinary person
is vulnerable at all times and ail places.
Heavily armed gangs are terrorising
the rural and urban townships, the city

when the

and the

the

main the ANC-SACP-COSATU Alliance,
and the consequent Government ofNational

Unity (GNU) has had some problem with
its line being accepted by any sizeable
section of the populace and a growing
reluctance on the part of its members to
pursue

the ‘Liberation struggle’ under the

consciousness?

Since the

April 1994, and even before
Unity Movement advocated the
boycotting of the imperialist-engineered
negotiations and the compromise election
for a Government ofNational Unity (GNU),
there would appear to have been members
who in fact not wholeheartedly accepted
correctness

of the boycott and

characterising the election as collaboration
with the enemy, whereby the one-time
liberation
organisation
became
collaborationist by embracing the Nats and
the herrenvolk.
In their

understanding, the NUM 10for example,
was being achieved through the negotiating
strategy, even though it would be part and
parcel of the deal to establish a bourgeoisienationalist democracy within the capitalist

Point Programme’s Franchise,

system without discrimination on colour

grounds. This ‘struggle’ has been achieved
despite the recycling of the trash of the
apartheid years (the Nat Party-racist

changed and changing situation in South

tricamerals-Bantustan-home

africa.

collaborationist

It would appear necessary to look deeper
than the superficial phenomenon of an

management committee panjandrums)

disillusionment with the
performance’ of the GNU and the reaction
of the masses who feel let down by their
new leaders in government. It is time we
apparent

1910 in the Union of South Africa to the

‘Non-Europeans’. We demand “Nothing

understanding due to lack of political
election of

chiefs

the road to bringing complete

equality of rights between ‘Europeans’ and
‘Non-Europeans’ — bringing all the
political and socio-economic rights as
enjoyed by the ‘European population’ since

Less than

demonstration, taxi-warring, car-

highways.
Generally, the populace has become
deeply traumatised by these events and the
various political
groupings and
organisations are frantically searching for
answers and solutions. One organisation,
the New Unity Movement, which had
rejected the negotiations process between
the Nats Party of de Klerk and the, in the

who feel let down by their new

government.

on

lands-

plus

local

10-Point DEMOCRATIC

RIGHTS, and “denying legitimacy to

segregationist political institutions by
boycotting them’’ (as acknowledged by
Alliester Sparks in his latest book
“Tomorrow is Another Country”.
The
Unity Movement was not an ‘antiapartheid’ organisation; it strove for the
FULL FRANCHISE, a unified parliament,
etc. The ANC-CPSA-India Congress came
12 years later, in 1995, with their ‘Freedom
Chapter’ at Kliptown, echoing many of the
U.M.’s 10-P.P. demands.
The

upshot is that the

waverers

and

doubters wonder whether the oppressers
have gained the ‘Franchise’ or not,
tarnished by

the negotiations compromises
the populace, heavily
funded, by imperialist agencies in the
country and abroad. Yes, it is the right to
vote in a ‘democratic’ process (electoral
democracy), but it is still in framework of
an exploitative capitalist system with the
bourgeoisie and nouveau petit-bourgeoisie
nationalists that entrenched bureaucracy.
So how do wejustify our stand,when we go
to the masses or even the petit-bourgeoisie
intellectuals and say this “Franchise’ is not
genuine? This is what the waverers/
and foisted upon

doubters ask. And ask further; How do

we

amalgamated with the ANC-SACPCOSATU-PAC etc. in a parliament with a

of the

sell-out GNU,

revised version of the 10-P.P. in the process

‘

could be

given

it

was

a

“a step forward” and

chance.

of

Unity Movement reply, with the

being prepared?
Next

asked ourselves WHY THIS IS SO. Is

Those few who have been in the

we come to our ‘slogan’ of the
Paramountcy of the demands of the

there

Movement since its

Workers and the Rural Poor which is

something at bottom that some of the
members are struggling to suppress,
something at variance with their political
Sapem October. 1995

This would seem to be crux of the matter:

those who

came

Programme

as

Unity
inception in 1943 and

in later knew the 10-Point

containing the ‘minimum

inscribed in

our

Programme (not found in
of any of the other

the programme
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‘liberation’

bodies).

What do

per cent. At present in the 25 industrialised
countries (N. America, Europe & Japan)

we

understand

by the term ‘workers’? Briefly
put: some ‘romantics’ among us regard
them as ‘progressive’ or left-inclined by
deifinition as it were, the ‘working class’
opposed to the bourgeois and the petitbourgeois (white or black). We should
consider this naive attitude more objectively:
many workers and their Trade Unions and
T.U. functionaries are ‘syndicalist’ in that
their ‘struggle’ is confined to higher pay

there

is a growing unemployed/
unemployable rate of 15 percent plus,
somewhere around 25 million. In South

Africa there is

a 50 percent plus (7 million)
unemployed out of the 43 million
population. A while ago I observed what

Rifkin

now

affirms in his book: “Modern

and better conditions of service with little, if

Technology” can be many times more
productive (24 hours per day throughout
the year) and so make more and more

any, political/liberatory/class consciousness
in evidence.

commodities available; but who will be
able to buy these growing mountains/

What of the ‘revolutionary’ force to be
organised? What of their trade union leaders

jobs and income?

who

are

warehouses/silos of goods

in cahoots (as in the USA and other

What then is the rationale for a

industrialised countries), with the bosses
and the collaborationist new ruling class

of the

regarded as a privileged class
in the social panoply of he new South
Africa; privileged indeed to have jobs at all
in a country where millions of their fellow
citizens have no jobs, no homes, and
precious few prospects for advancement.
“How to organise the ‘workers’, on what
kind of programme, as also the large
unorganised workers and non-workers subclass, the unemployed and the
unemployables? Many of the latter are
skilled educated persons in the age group
18 to 30 years. Are they the ‘workers’ who
must be in the ‘Vanguard’ of the movement
with.anew 10-P.P.? What are the prospects

for such

revolutionary movement?
Do they
want to go on to the land, having recently
‘escaped’ from the confines of the
overcrowded homeland ghettoes and come
into the ‘delights’ of urban living, even in
squatter camps? What mechanisms can be
a

Then there’s the rural poor.

mounted to frustrate

further urban

migration in search ofblue-collar industrial
employment and white-collar government
jobs? One is reminded of Zambia and
Zimbabwe where there was growing
reluctance on the part of the younger
16

in

a

‘struggle’

country and the world in

income, no food, no water (droughts are on
the

increase),

answer is

no

medical

care

etc...? The

socialism, many in our movement

assert. Yes! But do we have any clear idea
of the socialist alternative to capitalism-

Robertson: “ ‘The workers’, it now seems
are

masses

no

which the majority of the world’s 7 billion
people have no jobs, no houses/homes, no

(largely black) as is evidence by the recently
passed Trade Relations Bill which was
frantically brokered between the
employers, the government and the trade
union leaders (in and out of parliament)?
According to a noted columnist, Hugh
certain,

if they have

imperialism which is rapaciously creating
Waiting for a

new

day

a

wasteland of the earth and its resources?

As

generation to going back to the land where
they had experienced their parents’ and
grand-parents’ suffering and generations
misery.
This question of labour, of employment,
must be looked at globally and South Africa
cannot be regarded in isolation. From the
of

rest

of both the Third World and the

industrialised West

plus Japan. Fewer and
fewer labour-intensive jobs are available
as capitalism-imperialism (finance capital)
utilises capital-intensive (super profitproducing) methods by means of more
sophisticated automation, computerisation
and more and more up-to-date technology
and
the
rapid development of
communication systems which require
fewer hands-on operations and operatives
(workers).
This technical revolution, it is claimed,
will

by the

year 2025 provide “only 2 per
of the world’s work force (with) bluecollar factory” (Economist Jeremy Rifkin
cent

in his “The End of Work”, when interviewed

in

Newsweek, April 1995). The
unemployable percentage will be nearer 70

opposed to nationalism, socialism has
the sine qua non of international alliances
with proletarian organisations in the
industrialised and the still-colonial (Third
World) countries. Alliances with whom?
Which of the Eurocentric Left-overs in
their post-Soviet disarray is capable of co
ordinating a new International? What do
the multitude of ‘Marxist” careerists advise
or

advocate? What has

our

‘own’

career

‘Marxist’ and late

‘Trotskyist’ in London/
Milan got for us to go on with?
We surely will have to formulate more
specifically, if we can at this stage, our role
and our strategy in the on-going struggle
(Aluta Continua — an empty slogan?) as a
liberation movement. There Can be

no

question about the fact that we have been
correct in rejecting the negotiations
assembly line and the output of the
imperialist engineered elections and the
collaborationist (GNU) that was spawned.
We will have to continue as opponents of
the undemocratic facade masquerading as
a government of national unity when in
effect it is showing all the signs of disunity
and the incapability of governing.Q
Sapem October, 1995
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MOZAMBICAN NGOS: A
PARTNERSHIP DILEMMA IN THE
EMERGING CIVIL SOCIETY
Alexander Costy
URING

D

recent visit to

Maputo
by the extent and
high-proflie of the international
I

a

struck

was

presence in Mozambique. Less visible,
but perhaps more significant to

Mozambique than the dazzling display of
international

assistance, however, is the

growing tide of national NGOs now
sweeping the capital. The precious few
cars at their disposal are unmarked and
weathered, but they represent an
emerging civil element which testifies to
the
many
profound changes in
Mozambique and to a strong optimism
are

difficult to

come

estimated 120 national NGOs

by, but

are

an

active in

Mozambique today. Some, like the
Organisagao da Mulher Mogambicana
(OMN) and the Organisgao da Juventude
Mogambicana (OJM) are carry-overs of the
mass organisations (ODMs) set up by the
formerly marxist FRELIMO government in
the post-independence period. Others are
remnants of the old agricultural co-operative
system or surviving state-sponsored
professional associations. The vast majority
of them, however, sprang to life after 1990
with the introduction of

a new

constitution

allowing, for the first time, for free
association among citizens. At the same
time, the shift from a managed to a marked
economy has significantly reduced the scope
of government spending, while the outbreak
of peace in 1992 and first-time multiparty
elections in 1994 have created

a new

space

for social action.
cover a

wide

and, to

a

connected

Today, national NGOs
range of social, educational

lesser extent, technical fields
with

humanitarian

and

developmental objectives. Their activities
span the range from public health, family
Sapem October. 1995

NGO leaders convened to discuss their
purpose and identity within the emerging
civil society in Mozambique. For many, it
first-time

opportunity to exchange
strategies for the future.
The encounter ended on an optimistic note
with a closing speech by CAS director
was a

about the future.
Numbers

planning and AIDS prevention, to rural
development, education and professional
training. Their growth in the past five
years has been such that a secondary service
industry has grown up around them,
offering strategic advice, legal counsel
and access to office space and equipment.
I recently attended a two-day conferenee
hosted by the Centre for African Studies
(CAS) at Maputo’s Eduardo Mondlane
University, where about thirty national

ideas and discuss

Isabel Casimiro, who concluded that
national NGOs reflect the vitality of this

phase in Mozambican history, and
they should prepare for interesting
and challenging times ahead. My
impression from the conference and from
subsequent discussions with NGO
officials, is less bright: NGOs here appear
caught in an increasingly awkward position
new

that

between international donors and the

community they wish to serve, especially
in the rural sector. They are generally
defensive toward government, and tend to
compete rather than work together. These
problems will weigh on their capacity to
face future development challenges in
Mozambique, and on their own survival.
The
Recent

Partnership Problem

political changes have set a
favourable context for the emergence of a
national NGOcommunity inMozambique.
But its organisational form, philosophy
and development strategies are shaped
overwhelmingly by the 180 or so

international

agencies, NGOs and bilateral

donors which flooded the country at the turn
of the decade. A key strategy among donor

organisations during the Emergency period
was to sponsor the formation of national
NGOs as “partners”, or intermediaries
between themselves and the communities

they wished to

serve. This was meant to
involve Mozambicans in the relief effort,

and to

bypass the political and bureaucratic

of government by opening-up direct channels
for the

delivery of goods and services to
recipient communities. National groups were
involved in facilitating or executing the
emergency assistance programme, providing
valuable logistical and communications
support. Many agree that the relief effort,
and subsequent electoral process were well
served by close cooperation between national
and international organisations.
Now, with the emergency officially over,
long-term rural development, is the order of
the day, and many national NGOs are looking
to change their orientation accordingly. But
the initial partnership framework remains
intact in the post-emergency phase, and as
things now stand, national NGOs are 90 to
100 percent dependent on foreign financial
support for their prospective development
activities. The relative availability of money
from abroad is matched by the virtual nonexistence of local funding sources:
Government spending is restricted and the
domestic private sector extremely weak.
Moreover, the increasing impoverishment
of

most

Mozambicans excludes the

possibility of reliable income through
membership fees or service charges. This
framework of dependency prevents the local
NGO community from building essential
national alliances which would strengthen
their operational capacity, broaden their
17
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scope for independent decision-making and
enhance their sustainability. More seriously,

fragment, rather than unify
development.
Partnership with the Community
In a rare opinion published on the topic by
the new national weekly Savana, one reader
bluntly noted that the only difference
between yesterday’s mass democratic
organisations (ODMs) and today’s NGOs is
in their political (and economic) masters.
Leadership in the social sphere has been
it threatens to

national efforts towards

transferred from the state to international

doadores, and there is
the

new

no

breed represents

sign, he adds, that
societal interests

any more than the old. In fact, the
Mozambican population was not actively

involved in the shift. Unlike the Western
interest groups

and social associations after

which they are modelled, Mozambican
NGOs did not emerge historically from the

spontaneous organisation of voluntary social
interests.
a

They thus suffer from the lack of

natural social base.

Today, NGOs are at odds to deal with this
representation deficit, which goes to the
very heart of their organisational identity,
inhibits their work in the field, and ultimately
threatens their purpose within the
development process. Many facets of the
problem are readily apparent. The majority
of national NGOs

are

located in the capital;

framework, rural intervention is primarily

rural communities. But

project based. Running an internationally
financed project is therefore essential for
immediate survival. An increasingly popular
funding strategy for groups like AMRU and
MBEU (focusing on rural women), ADCR
(integrated rural development) and
AMODEFA (family planning) is to conduct

choice: the economic situation is extreme,

brief, on-site “socio-economic” studies in
order to involve local communities in

determining social needs in selected districts
of the country. These studies, it is hoped,
will generate representative, needs-based
projects forproposal, or as one NGOofficial
candidly told me, “for sale” to international

KANINBO, GYANANA all work with

integrated approach to development, and
carry out multi-sector activities ranging from

education and agriculture to maternal and
child health and community development.
The NGO community as whole could
fight overlap and fragmentation of their
efforts by setting-up frameworks for
collaboration within specific areas of action.
This is especially true in the more technical
spheres of development like nursing,
teaching and on-site professional training,
where national NGOs suffer from a scarcity
of resources and qualified personnel. Many
NGO leaders agree in principle.
Coordinating facilities like KULIMA and
LINK have emerged to promote dialogue
and information sharing. But the desire to
coordinate is tempered by a general fear of
encroachment or bad faith, and a competitive

posture

communities. National NGO officials are

18

keeps them closer to international donors
than to their potential social base.
Many NGOs do similar types of work.
For example, five national organisations,
including Forum Mulher and Mulheid, work
alongside the veteran OMM on women’s
issues. Tht Associagao Amigos da Crianga
the Associagao de Appoio a Cringa da Rua,

and AAIM, MBEU and ADCR take an

the

mainly administrative
background, apt in dealing with donors, but
with little first hand knowledge of socioeconomic forms of organisation in remote
areas. They belong predominantly to the
ethnicity of the South, and are schooled in
Portuguese, an official language which,
according to this year’s government
estimates, three quarters of the population
do not speak.
Narrowing the gap between national
NGOs and the community was a central
survival strategy discussed at the CAS
conference. Within the current funding

up “for sale” for the sake of self-sustainment,

Thus projects are conceived within
competitive logic, with an eye on increasingly
smaller slices of the international projectfunding pie. Yet this type of “project writing”
is of extremely limited representational value.
Studies typically involve contracting an
economist or sociologist to conduct fieldwork for a period of up to six week, hardly the
time needed to lay the ground for long term
partnerships. At the same time, the limited
time-frame of most project funding also
provides little fixed incentive to become
firmly rooted in remote communities.
By running a project-funding race,
national NGOs risk establishing little more
than a cosmetic representational link with

countryside. Because of their own short
history and the “surgical” character of the
emergency and electoral work engaged in
to date, they have had no opportunity to
cultivate meaningful links with rural
urban recruits with

likely to improve any time soon.
Meanwhile the current framework, which
incites them essentially to put development

children. Many other groups, like MOCIZA

in small rural
across

and not

donors.

the seat of international donors, while 70

percent of Mozambicans live
communities scattered

they have little

a

Caught in between national and
international organisations.

prevails.

NGOs

are

also

understandably enthusiastic to build their
institutional autonomy and make a name for
themselves in this new era or opportunity.
As a result, practical coordination strategies,
such as Joint planning and project-sharing,
technical cooperation, personnel exchanges,
joint-training and the common use of limited
transport and communicatioAs materials,
have yet to be seriously considered.
Such measures would help to overcome
the technical and material shortcomings
which weaken the position of national
NGOs, and to enable them to begin to face
the enormity and complexity of the
development work at hand. Any loss of
autonomy among equals would be made up
for by a new collective autonomy vis-a-vis
international donors.Q
Sapem October. 1995
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ZAMBIA: CULTURE VERSUS

WOMEN’S EMANCIPATION
Cheushi Cheushi
TWELVE-YEAR-OLD female

A

primary school in
capital, Lusaka, does
not feel like continuing her education
after missing school for three weeks.
“I feel ashamed to go to school, and when
pupil at

a

Zambia’s

I sit, the boys

always make fun of me. They
laugh at me and mockingly say, they know
why I was not coming to school”, she
complains.
This young girl recently became of age
and both her parents insisted that she goes
through the traditional ritual of initiation
ceremony. According to this ceremony, a
girl who becomes of age is confined in the

Martha’s story is a typical example of
how tradition in Zambia is affecting the

is seen as a waste of time and money. This has

house for

educational advancement of the female.

led to

menstrual

some

weeks,

or

until her next

At a workshop organised to come up with

period.

For the five weeks of her initiation, the

girl is lectured
women

who

womanhood by elderly
organised by her mother

on

are

Conference Centre in Lusaka admitted that
cultural aspects hindered educational
advancement for girls.
some

and aunties.
In other

strategies on how to improve the educational
level of females, participants at Mulungushi

cultures, this ritual is performed

just before marrige. But for Martha (not real
name) her mother’s culture demands that
she goes through the initiation ceremony
when she reaches puberty.
Martha therefore remained in confinement
until the climax of the ceremony on
weekend of the fifth week from the day

the
she

Professor Michael Kelly, ofthe University

of Zambia (school of education), who has
done

During the climax of the ceremony Martha
made to exhibit herself by dancing in
ffqnt of the drum-beating and cheering

be addressed

crowd with her breasts uncovered.

only one reached university level. The
proportion for their male counterparts is one
out of every 100.
Chairperson ofthe National Women Lobby
Group Gladys Mutukwa says there are a lot

breasts’,
with bare

‘...she’s the one who danced
breasts’,” she said.

or

The other

reason

Martha

explained for

by government and society.

Professor Kelly reveals in his analysis that
out of every 400 girls who entered grade one,

of traditional values that need to be eradicated

wanting to discontinue school is that she

“if we have to improve the situation.” Zambia

lacks concentration in class after the five-

has been

week confinement in the house.

and

Being in grade seven, with final
examinations due in November, Martha is

and

discouraged and has lost hope of making it
to secondary school level.

disadvantaged in terms of educational
opportunities.
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work

following a 40 to 60 ratio of girls
boys school places respectively.
However, this mle has no legal binding,
the

female child

still

remains

practice of withdrawing

early marriages.
that the government
legislation to prevent
parents from withdrawing their children from
or

Mutukwa suggests
should come up with

school to attend to traditional rituals

or

for

marriage.
“In

as

our

their education for various reasons that could

“I feel tortured whenever I go to school.
The boys point at me saying, ‘we saw your

a common

that half the

population of girls eligible to
be in school were not schooling while threequarters of those in school did not complete

communities, female education

female students from school for domestic

culture,

became of age.
was

some

on the situation of the
female child education in Zambia revealed
an

analysis

For

much

we

as we

need to promote our

have to discard

some

traditional

and cultural aspects

that are detrimental to
development”, she says.
A primary school teacher said at the
workshop that it was painful for “us teachers
to see some of our very brilliant girls
withdrawn from school by their parents for
marriage, or when they come to ask for
permission for their children to undergo
initiation ceremonies”. Other participants
have recommended the ministry ofeducation
to equalize access of girls to secondary school
by reserving at least half of (the available
places to female students.
Advocacy at all levels is required to improve
perceptions and performance about the value
of educating the female, because social
demands to improve the participation and
performance of women in education will
bring beneficial results to the nation as a
whole through an accumulation of small
successes.Q
19
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NAMIBIA: GROPING FOR FOOD IN
REFUSE BAGS
Matundu Otjiwarongo

couple saying
they are poor. Looking at their new
2,5 Caravelle VW Microbus I
wondered what they meant The wife
grinned and said: ”We are poor because
we cannot afford a single holiday in

colour. If Boutros Ghali

HEARD

some

white

I

was to

receive a call

from Namibia and the caller says poverty

is
driving him/her crazy, his first response should
be. “What is your colour?” To talk abut haves
and have nots in Namibia is confusing, as that
will imply that there are white people in

Mauritius like all our friends and we dine

Namibia who do not have basic needs. Those

out only once a

month.” According to me,
people are not poor because they do

of us who read Frantz Fanon’s books, say that

these

the present socio-economic tabularasa in
Namibia is a legacy of colonialism. Under

not lack the necessities of life, food, clothes,

health care,

colonialism whites

education and shelter.

In

September, the TV programme Public
Eye showed pictures of Africans in rags
groping for food at the Windhoek waste
dumps. These left-overs they depend on for
survival do not come in sandwich envelopes,
but in refuse bags. Their big day is when a
Meatco truck dumps offals which have been
declared not-for-human consumption.
Because there is not a single white family
in Namibia which lacks the necessities of

life, thanks to colonialism, it is not

an

that poverty in Namibia
affects Afncans only.
Beyond the waste dumps, poverty is also

overstatement to say

found in the communal

areas

are

rich because

they

are

white.

Let

put our heads out of economic

growth statistics and data, and face reality.
Namibia is a rich country, a Kuwait in its
own right, which is not supposed to send its
citizens to the waste dumps. A poor country
is one which does not have the potential for
example, in terms of agricultural land and
minerals. After independence, the United
Nations had difficulties in rating the country
as a poor one. Given Namibia’s small
population and its wealth in terms of natural
resources, it has a potential to feed its citizens,
and feed them well for that matter. What

where

are flocking to the cities in
search of a better life. When they get
the

to

colonialism and the

present dog-eat-dog capitalist system. The
affluence of white

people who are a mere 5
population is
surrounded by the abject poverty of the
African people who constitute 95 percent of
the population. This is the same predicament
for the African people in South Africa (or as
you call it).
No solution to our problem can be found
percent of the Namibian

within the framework of the present
us

people
to

prevents this is the inequality in income
distribution. Thanks

city, the slums embrace them

exploitative free-market system. Researchers,
development strategies and economic experts
have failed us by injecting irrelevant advice
into the heads of our ministers and policymakers. They all acted and still act as if they
have a certain common agenda, that of
preserving the present economic status quo.
For example, while they know the Land is all
the Africans need to get by, the phrase
“equitable redistribution of land” is always
missing from their reports. The ftee-market
system, has since independence accelerated
the further impoverishment of African people
whom it is supposed to have helped. The
real solution thus lies in switching over
to socialism. Economic power just like
political powet is vanquished. But it will

and teach them theft and prostitution.

be in the interest of all the Namibian

The

people if whites are made to share
economic power with Africans instead
of being deprived of it. Or it will not
augur well for peace and democracy if
Africans start organising around
“Economic justice for everybody or
economic justice for nobody”. Africans

increasing number of Single

Quarters, blikkies dorp or Oupereke,
slums

as

are

called in various

Namibian towns are ghosts that hound
town councillors perpetually.
no

Again,
single white family is found in the

areas or these Single
Quarters. Even white bums in their

communal

have not signed a life long moral contract
with poverty. If we think we can go
forward with this free-market, let us

little numbers live downtown.
The absence of white people on

the
which poverty manifests

leave

us to

our whole destiny and further
impoverishment in the hands of the

put Karl Marx’s books on the shelves

United States, the IMF, World Bank,

for a while. Poverty here is neither an
issue of haves and have-nots, nor an

European Union and other experts who

spots on

itself in Namibia should force

issue of classes. It is
20

a

question of

will handle it far better than the most

No

single white family lives in these quarters

gifted

among

us.Q
Sapem October, 1995
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SWAZILAND: THE HIGHWAY
SCANDAL
Thulani Mtethwa

T

O SEE too many cooks spoiling
the broth is naturally a nasty

experience, but to witness the head
cook at the forefront, is a deplorable
quirk of fate that takes decades to forget.
Particularly so when the “broth” is the
very lifeline of an entire country. Who
would imagine the very custodian oforder
and progress at the helm of the
destruction of a nation’s hopes and
aspirations?
The nation had every justification to be
concerned about the alleged involvement
of the Prime Minister, Prince Mbilini, who
is supposed to be a pedigree of power,
discipline and responsibility, in the Highway
scandal.

The contractor offered to

construct

the

road for only R119million, (US$33 million)
an amount lower than

whose

figure

was

that offered by Inyatsi

R125 million (US$34,7

The ADB had to put

the project on hold
early in 1994 because of the irregularities
until the claim by Messrs Odebrecht/
Intercon had been investigated.
And now it seems the pendulum has
swung full circle in that, Inyatsi Superfos
now want government to dig deeper in its
coffers and pay R20 million (US$5,5
million) as compensation for the
construction delay of the highway. The
construction of the highway is already in

(US$34,7) highway which cuts through the
country is likely to be stalled once again

the

a

R125 million

through dubious activities and involvement

“However, Messrs Odebrecht

were

the

actual hosts of the

trip.” “Inyatsi Superfos
supplied building material and erected a
fence at the residence of Prime Minister. At

million).

progress.
Parliament intervened in the saga and
commissioned a Select Committee to probe

Now the construction of

invitation of the Ambassador for Brazil.

highway delay.

The committee comprised Senators Mark

the time of the interview, no payment had
been requested of the Prime Minister for the

project. However, the fencing

appears to
have been done at the same time as the delay
started

the

on

The

highway contract.”
pointed that:

Commissioners

“Unconfiimed information
some

contractors

was

received of

assisting Government

Officials and senior civil servants with

building and earthwork favours;

some

of

these would have been earthworks, dams,

driveways to officials’ homes and the
delivery of a mobile home to a senior
government official.”
Surprisingly, the present Minister for
Works

and

Construction,

Prince

of the Prime Minister, Prince Mbilini.
The highway project described as

Ward, Walter Bennett, Maggie Makhubu

Mahlale’ ngangeni described the controversy

and Phetsile Dlamini.

as news

most

Its report tabled on May
Parliament uncovered

the
costly project undertaken by
Swaziland is financed by African
Development Bank (ADB).

23, this year in
bribery and
corruption at its highest degree.

The Prime Minister even refused to make
submissions before aParliamentary Inquiry

probing the initial delay of the highway
saying that he was not involved in the
tender award.
The tender
contractor,

The Prime Minister who

a

Swaziland

on

December

awarded to

Inyatsi Superfos

15, 1993 and construction

was to start on

January 10, 1994.
But, the granting of the tender to Inyatsi
Superfos seem to have opened a can of
worms.

This is because the principal bidder which

the then

Minister for Works and Construction and
some

to

government officials were implicated

have benefitted

the
was

was

during the scramble for
highway tender.

The committee

established that the

Premier’s residence in the Hhohho
was

fenced at

no cost

Region
by Inyatsi Superfos.

Prince Mbilini refused to make submissions
to the Parliamentary

Inquiry whose reports,

says: “The Prime Minister, Prince Mbilini
was invited to meet the committee, however,

he stated that he

was

not

involved with the

lost the tender, a Brazilian company, Messrs

award

Odebrecht which

could not make any submissions.
“At the time of the visit (12th September

was

in

a

joint venture

with another Swaziland constructor,

Intercon has

or

details of the tender and that he

to

tender

nothing about the highway
being awarded to Inyatsi Superfos.

Officials in his minister had not
the

update the ministry regarding
highway construction and this is stated

in the report.
“The Government of Swaziland

the Select Committee’s

was

in

opinion unable to

open contract negotiations with Odebrecht/
Intercon as requested by the ADB as they

seemed

prematurely committed to Inyatsi
Superfos”.
According to the report, Swaziland should
shoulder the burden and pay the R20 million
(US$5,5 million) construction delay of this
highway.
It was established that the delay between
January 1994 and March 1994 was partly
due to the fact that; “Government of

1994) the highway contract award was under

Swaziland

review of which Messrs Odebrecht/Intercon

consider

the tender.

was a
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even

bothered to

bitterly complained about the
criteria used by government in awarding

principal bidder. The visit was at the

him.

He knew

was

unable

or

unwilling to even

entering into a contract with
Odebrecht/Intercon joint venture. “The extra
21
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Journalists want to know. Is Prince Mbilini going to step down?

cost caused by

the delay would according to
procedure be paid from Swaziland
Governments’ Budget. But, it also noted
that further delay between May and July
1994 was caused by the ADB when reassessing the Government of Swaziland’s
position of essential being reluctant to
negotiate with Odebrecht/Intercon.”
However, analysts have blamed both the
Prime Minister and Cabinet Ministers for

approving the trip at
bidding process.

a

crucial stage of the

“The Cabinet is involved in these shoddy
deals. This will

definitely erode the
credibility of government,” said one
analyst.
The going seems to be getting tough for
Swaziland in that the highway cost has
increased by 33% of the initial tender of
R125 million (US$34,7 million). This has
been necessitated by the fact that the amount
22

tendered for, had included the

lane

tarring of

part of the highway from
Ezul wini-Matsapha instead of the two lanes.
one

on

“The estimates for this extra work for the

the

guise of a People’s Parliament session at
the Royal Residence, Ludzidzini late in 1994.
Prince Mbilini

consultant contractor is around R13 million

that he is not

(US$3,6 million) and that of the Ministry of

Mswati III.

Works ofConstruction is around R40 million

(US$11,1 million).
“This difference is of
not

concern as

it will

be tendered. Furthermore that extra R40

million

(US$ 11,1 million) is almost 33% of
El25 million (US$3,7 million) which was
awarded via competitive tender.
“This serious state of affairs lends itself to

potential misuse,” the report says.
Meanwhile, the public has repeatedly
ordered Prime Minister Prince Mbilini

to

step down because he has dismally failed to
serve

the interests of the nation.

The nation

registered their views at a
by King Mswati III under

forum convened

surprised the nation in

December 1994, when he publicly declared
a

leader but, a servant

of King

“I am worried that people want me to step

down

as

that I

am

the leader. I want to put it straight
not a leader and the only leader in

this country is the King.
servant of His Majesty.”

I

am

only the

“However, I would point out that at my
home, I am boss there. Even when I come

they stand

up, showing respect.”
Prince Mbilini clearly stated that

he will
from certain
quarters to step down because he has
failed. He charged that he was appointed
by King Mswati III who has the power to
remove him from his post if he has
not succumb to the pressure

failed.^
Sapem October, 1995
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POVERTY: TANZANIA’S NATIONAL
SHAME
What desdny?Firstly, the destiny of attaining

Many people are asking why I
decided to take part in the political
campaign for the first multi-party
elections in Tanzania. The

answer

is

the

“good society” in which there is no wide
disparity in the people’s standard of wellbeing. In our case, the first step towards the
end is the abolition of poverty because 32
years after independence, poverty is still our
major impediment.

MpfMH»

ss å

simple.
This election

Tanzania

came

at a time when

was,

Tanzanian to

come

forward, first to

help the country and its people overcome
the crisis. It is for this reason that I responded
the call to be

running mate for
Augustine Mrema.
The primary cause of the crisis is
government’s bad policies which over the
last 25 years have aggravated poverty,
unemployment and social disintegration.
a

These factors have led to the other serious
scourges
there is

like drugs and crime. In addition,
corruption which has been

Abdul Rahman Babu

hopes for
restores

a better future for themselves,
their sense of pride in Tanzania and

also addresses their very real fears. It is a
vision which gives people the ability to

participate in decision making and question
the motives of their leaders.

The political party for fulfilling this vision
be just an

must not

elections

instrument for winning
(although in a democracy it is

government and society, so that it is now
more profitable to steal than to work. This

implement the promises made to the people).
The party must also win the confidence of the
people, not by asking them to have blind faith,
but by being rccountable to them through

changed, but the Chama
Mapinduzi’s (CCM’s) record shows
that it has neither the capacity nor the
necessary political will to tackle them. CCM
is in fact part of the problem, and therefore
it cannot be part

of the solution. Over the
past 25 years, it has ruled without challenges
from any opposition political party. This
first multi-party elections brought the
possibility of such a challenge. Only a fresh
intervention by a party with the necessary
political vision, and sound and workable
economic and social policies can begin the
process of recovery.
Tanzanians need a political vision that
will outline long- and short-term objectives
which the people, the entire people—young
and old, women and men — can identify
with. It is a vision which expresses their
Sapem October, 1995

concrete

mechanisms

which

ensure

transparency. It must never be a party of
secrecy.

The party must also prove itselfby delivering
what it

promises to accomplish. It must

represent all sections of society and go all out
their needs. For example,

it must give
particular attention to the youth who are our
future and who are eager for education and
employment; and to women who must be
recognised as a driving force in the politics of
our country. For example a new party like
Mageuzi must indeed bring Mageuzi! It must
be a long-lasting political institution through
which leaders and political cadres, together
with the people, evolve political attitudes
essential for society to mould its own destiny.
to meet

must once

be based

on

the

concrete

conditions of

abstract
figures. The people
must remain thesubject and objectofeconomic
and political policies.
To abolish poverty, we must firstly provide
the essential; food, clothing, shelter and Jobs.
This requires policies which encourage
investment in people-centred projects in
agriculture and industry. The present policies
relyingexclusivelyonexport-led growth based
on agricultural commodities have proved to
be a miserable failure. They have enriched a
handful ofpeople at the expense of the majority
of the people. This must be corrected by
policies that would providejobs for the people,
develop skills, and increase the national wealth.
This will generate enough surplus to pay for a
good health system, education and public
transport, all of which are essential conditions
for accelerating our pace towards fulfilling
our aims, and indeed our destiny. People’s
support in this process will become more and
more enthusiastic when theyrsee through their
own experience that each year they are getting
increasingly better off than before.
This is what made me join hands with those
working towards that bright destiny for the
people of Tanzania. Tanzania is a very rich
country with hard-working people. What is
now missing is good leadership and
economic policies that will turn the
enormous resources of this country into real
wealth to be enjoyed by the people.Q
as at present, on

statistics of accountancy

essential to win elections in order to be able to

situation must be

national shame.

people’s lives, not,

institutionalised at all levels of the

cha

our

must

to

Presidential candidate

Secondly,

Tanzania

strengthen and consolidate the new
democratic culture and also to do everything

to

our

destiny as a nation where
again play a role of
leadership within East Afiica and in the PanAfrican community as a whole.
Poverty can only be abolished through sound
economic policies. The measure of progress

passing through the most
economic and social crisis
experienced since independence. It
therefore, a duty for every patriotic
was

serious political,
ever

It remains
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CASH-STRAPPED TANZANIA WAITING FOR
FOREIGN AID
Paul Chintowa
HE

T

cash-strapped Tanzania held
multi-party polls on

October 29 with how to reduce

in balance of payments support. After a
world bank probe found that tax exemption

funding as one of the main questions to he
answered.
With

unemployment soaring due to the
structural adjustment programme (SAP),
the economic growth still lags behind at 3.8
percent, a figure less than the projections of
Bretton Woods Institutions of 5 percent at
the end of 1994. SAPS have only managed

improve exports which are expected to
by end of 1995 from

reach US$600 million

US$437 million in 1994”.
While

imports costs US$ 1.5 billion, the

US$437 million from exports
with the deficit coming in as aid and
nation

earns

grants.
Job creation has been reduced from 30 000

opportunities in the 1970s to 9 500 in 1994
while 80 000 workers

(civil service and 9

parastatals) have been axed. Some 700 000
students complete school every year.
Corruption has cost the nation some
US$100 million in 1994 alone
froze aid

totalling

as

donors

US$255 million

in

November last year.

Corruption has ruined the agriculturerich nation while cheap imports from the
Far East under the liberalisation, costs the

impoverished nation US$300 million a
year.
“Most of the local industries are
working below the installed capacity
ranging between 30 and 45 percent”, says
an economist with the university of Dar-es...

Salaam.

Beyond the elections, there is a hard reality
which demands Government to continue

with economic reforms.

At least in the

initial stages, it will have to soothe donors
tired of contributing for nearly half of
gross national product (GNP).
Bilateral aid totalled 1,34 billion in 1992,

country’s

accounting for 48 percent of Tanzania’s
GNP, but decreased after that to about
US$850 million a year.
24

1994, the Paris club

(Bilateral creditors) froze US$255 million

the country’s heavy dependence on donor

to

In November

its first

scandals cost the fisc up to US$ 100 million.
The donors confirmed the aid at a meeting
in February in Paris, demanding that
outgoing President Ali Hassan Mwinyi’s
government plug the tax loopholes and
implement reforms they had promised,
including the privatisation of Tanzania’s
4(X) state firms, and reduced state borrowing.
Finance Minister Bakaya Kikwete says
his government has already cut the amount

it borrows each month from commercial
banks from an average of

16 million dollars

in 1994 to US$1.1 million in June 1995.

According to Kikwete, inflation has been
1994
to 28,9 percent in July, but this is still short
of the single — digit target set by donors
for the fiscal year 1995-96.
Donors also urged the Government to
prosecute officials involved in tax scams.
Kikwete says six senior officials have been
fired and are awaiting legal charges.
A delegation of the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) on a recent visit to
reduced from 42 percent in December

Tanzania, said some of the donor countries
will start

disbursing aid funds after the

elections.
“Funds will start

pouring in after the
depends on further
talks”, says Godwin Gondwe, IMF’s
Deputy Director for Africa.

elections.

But this

Tension between donors and Tanzania
continued

to

grow as

the nation badly
the Government.

needed money to run
Whoever becomes President, will inherit

bankrupt coffers.
Economists allege that the government
should concentrate less
revenue

on

aid and more on

collection estimated at 30 percent

of the amount collected per year.

“It is
costly to depend on donors”, says Ibrahimu
Lipumba, a presidential as candidate of the
United Democratic Party (UDP).

The donors’

has put

the cashstrapped nation in disarray. “Some donors
have agreed to start disbursing the aid but
others are saying not until after
November”,says a senior official of the
International Monetary Fund (IMF).
Donors accuse the outgoing government
of President Ali Hassan Mwinyi of rampant
corruption thus prejudicing the state of
stance

revenue.

However, most donors

were

happy with

Tanzania’s progress on budgetary, monetary
and structural reforms

so

far.

Economists and financial

analysts say
the IMF/World Bank’s announcement is
a

disappointment to government officials
on the planning and political levels.
Tanzania’s economic growth is below

both

forecasted target.

The rate fell from 4,1
percent in 1993 to 3,8 percent in 1994.
Government’s projections to have a 4,4
percent economic growth rate have been
shattered.

Drought and erratic power supply have
plunged the economy into crisis as a result
four consecutive years of poor rains thus
affecting hydropower generation.
Due to erratic power, industrial production
has also dropped from 70 percent in 1989 to
about 30 percent in 1994. Government
borrowing from commercial banks kept on
increasing while collecting only 30 percent
of the revenue. This which prompted donors
to

freeze aid until the situation is reversed.
Donors asked Tanzanian Authorities to

investigate why former Finance minister,
the late Kighoma Malima, had an alleged
tax exemption totalling US$120 million.
In response to this Kikwete says tax
loopholes have been closed. Whilst the
Tanzanian government is doing everything
it can to woo foreign aid, it is apparent that the
donors are waiting for the October election
results. If they see and feel that the right
time has come, Tanzanians still have to
battle with donors demands and the
attached to aid

strings

programmes.□
Sapem October, 1995

TANZANIA ECONOMIC PROFILE
1990

1991

1992

1993

1994

505

626

766

962

1200

4.8

5.7

3.5

3.7

3.5

Population, m

24.5

25.2

25.9

26.7

27.4

Consumer Price Inflation, %

19.7

22.2

22.1

23.5

401

Year

1995

1996

4.0*

3.5*

35.0

35.0*

30.0*

462

523

550*

525*

A.ECONOMIC INDICATORS
GDP at market
Real GDP

prices, TSh bn

growth, %

B. BALANCE OF PAYMENTS

Exports fob, US$m

407

Imports cif, US$bn

1.444

Current Account, US$m

excluding gold, US$m

Reserves

Total External Debt, US$bn
Total debt-sen/ice ratio, %

Exchange rate (average), TSh : US$

362

1.477.

1.510

1.494

1.504

1.450*

1.500*

-415

-452

-423

-409

-425

-450*

-425*

332.1

575*

650*

192.8

203.9

327.3

203.3

6.881

7.175

7.304

7.522

38.4

36.0

46.2

25.1

195

219

298

405

510

C. PRODUCTION INDICATORS

Coffee, ‘000 tons

60.0

54.7

48.0

59.2

36.6

Cotton

42.1

50.0

91.0

105.3

50.7

114

117

110

110

101

(lint), ‘000 tons

Manufacturing index, 1985=100

D. ORIGINS OF

% of Total

GDP, 1993

E.COMPONENTS OF GDP, 1993

% of Total

Agriculture

56.0

Private

Trade and Hotels

14.4

Gross Domestic Rxed Investment

45.4

T ransport

10.8

Exports of goods and non-factor services

31.3

and Communications

81.6

Consumption

Construction and Utilities

8.3

Public

Manufacturing

4.9

Increase in Stocks

Mining

1.3

Imports of goods and non-factor sendees

-72.1

GDP at market prices

100.0

100.0

GDP at factor cost.

F. PRINCIPAL

US$bn

EXPORTS, 1993

8.5

Consumption

5.2

G. PRINCIPAL IMPORTS, 1994

US$bn

Coffee

95.5

Machinery and transport equipment

549.0

Cotton

90.8

Consumer

329.5

Manufactures

64.5

Petroleum and products

147.6

Minerals

47.3

Other intermediate

141.4

Tea

30.0

Building materials

H. MAIN DESTINATION OF

EXPORTS, 1993

% of Total
10.6

Germany

goods

goods

I. MAIN ORIGINS OF

107.5

IMPORTS, 1993

% of Total

UK

13.8

India

9.5

Saudi Arabia

10.7

Belgium

9.0

Japan

9.4

Japan

8.1

Germeiny

6.5

UK

7.7

India

5.1

The Economist

Intelligence Unit Country Report 1995 and Country Prof ile 1994/1995.

Note:

-

’

Luxembourg

estimate
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BOTSWANA: SEARCH FOR OIL HITS A SNAG
Donny D. Dithato
After the discovery of diamonds
that
during last decade,
culminated in founding of the
largest diamond pipe in the world at
Jwaneng mine, the thought of an equal
stroke of luck held by many Batswana
that oil and natural gas may be lying

A

the existence of the basin

done in the

were

seventies and additional surveys

in 1987,
further proved the existence of such a deep
basin”.

Thus

somewhere beneath the sands of the

basing on the data from these
surveys, the borehole was sited in
Masetlheng Pan.
Koosimile says, “this borehole was neither

Kalahari Desert

sited

albeit

were

dashed recently,

Geological
Survey in Lobatse, Mr Tafilane Machacha
an

drilled to intersect oil

it is aimed

provisionally.

The Director of Botswana’s

disclosed in

nor

at

gas

gas.

But

establishing the stratigraphy

below the Kalahari and

interview that “so far

or

to test

their oil and

generative capability”.

Koosimile maintains that

“previously

in the

Masetlheng Pan borehole due to the
close to

presence of intrusive rocks (gabro)
the bottom of the borehole”.

However, Koosimile said the Masetlheng
Pan borehole alone “does not prove or

disprove the presence of oil or gas in the
Nosop/Ncojane basin as it the only deep
borehole in

a

basin in

excess

000 square kilometres”.
“It is on this basis and

of40 0(X) to 50

more

importantly,

the

geoscience data that the Department
of Geological Survey ’ s current efforts are to
drill a few more boreholes penetrating the
on

preliminary results have been discouraging”.
B ut nevertheless “they cannot be written off
at this early stage since the results of only
one

borehole drilled cannot be said to be

representi ve of a whole vast area measuring
in

excess

of 40 000 to 50 000 square

kilometres”.

According to Machacha, the Department
Survey “will embark on a P6
million (US$2,15 million) second phase to
of Geological
drill

more

information

boreholes to obtain
the

more

of the

underlying
potential both in the
Nosop/Ncojane and the Passarge basins in
on

nature

rocks and their mineral

the Southwest and Central Botswana

respectively”.
“Not only will it be possible after the
results of the second phase are known to
determine the basins’ oil generative
potential, but also whether or not the

Botswana: Will it be diamonds forever?

Witwatersrand basins associated with the
South African gold fi ndings exists, including
other base metals and precious stones,”

said

drilled boreholes

were

too

shallow to

Machacha.

conduct any

According to Dominic Koosimile, a
geophysist with the Department of
Geological Survey, “the principal reason of
drilling the Masetlheng Pan within the
Nossop/Ncojane basin and in the vicinity of
Hukuntsi, Tshane and Lekgwabe area in the
Kgalagadi District was to establish the nature

penetrate through the Karoo below”.
He said that “the drilling and the testing

of the rocks below the Kalahari sediments

(sands .calcrete, etc), their age and potential
as

oil

generative rocks in a basin 10 000 to
deep.
"The first regional surveys that proved

15 000 metres

26

at

intensive testing and did not

Masetlheng Pan established that below
are Karoo sedimentary rocks

the Kalahari

(about

a

kilometre thick) underlain old

rocks (more than five million years old) of
Nama and Gariep groups (proterozoic in

age).
Karoo rocks, said Koosimile,

“proved to
have poor potential as asource for oil though
older rocks may have some oil generative
potential, but were not conclusively tested

Karoo rocks
rocks

at

to test

the

potential of older

other locations within the Nosop/

Ncojane and Passarge basins. Tbe results
obtained will be available to the public at
the appropriate time”, said Koosimile.
The interpretation of results of the
stratigraphic well at the Masetlheng are
also contained in a report compiled by the
Canadian multinational Petro-Canada
International Assistance

Corporation.
companies are in
Botswana holding reconnaissance permits
and prospecting licences for precious stones
At least 25 international

and base metals.Q
Sapem October. 1995

HERE IS

T

general agreement that,
notwithstanding
all
its
imperfections and failures, the

United Nations organisation

(UN) is here to
stay as the most viable international forum
for both the maintenance of peace

and
security and the provision of the best possible
framework for diplomatic discourse and
interaction among the various nations of the
world.
Among its most notable
achievements has been the prevention of
such major

Conflagrations — i.e. the World Wars I
and II

—

that

1945. Both

prompted its inception in

wars

accounted for 50 million

lives, with World War I itself ending with
the

explosition of the first Atom Bomb, a
spectre which, apart from the mass
destruction it caused in Japan, also marked
the beginning of the nuclear arms race,
particularly between the two post-war “Super
Powers”, the United States of America (USA)
and the United Soviet Socialist Republic
(USSR). Ironically, it would be the arms race

Except that, in the period since the collapse
of a
Unipolar world in the form of the United
States, there have been complaints that the
latter had become synonymous with the UN
itself. So that what was being hailed as a Aew
World Order in some quarters was being
dubbed a New World Dysorder elsewhere.
Certainly, under Reagan-Bush era, the U.S.
Administration appeared unable to transcend
the winter of the Cold War and may have
over played its foie, relishing in its newlyfound role as the single “Super Power”, in a
of the Eastern bloc and the emergence

“New World Order” bom less out of its own
efforts

profound political, economic and social
contradictions. Our hope is that with the

have

arrival of such younger
cadre of leaders such

and better informed
as

Clinton and his

colleagues in the White House, there has
developed a more realistic appraisal of the
world situation and therefore also

a

better

understanding of the complaints which the
“smaller nations” of the world have tried to

popularly known as the Cold War, that almost
constituted the guarantee that there could not

the UN.

be another World War; at least, to the extent
that everyone understood that such a nuclear

on the 50th Anniversary of the United
Nations, we were reminded most poignantly

Clearly,

however, it would have been the UN that

provided the viable forum —especially its
Security Council, composed of five
permanent members (i.e. USA, USSR, United
Kingdom, France and China) of whom two
(the US and USSR) were the “Super Powers”
—through which these Nuclear Powers could
mediate between themselves and become the
very

custodians of peaceful co-existence.

With the end of the Cold War, the threat

as

part of the efforts at democratising

So,

of this problem of democracy in the United
Nations. It was a challenge that the United
Nations

cannot

ignore if it is to emerge, in
and represent a New
on genuine Peace and

the next 50 years,
World Order based

Human Interaction.

Heads of State of

In the words of the

one

Cuba - that has been

on

of those nations
the

-

receiving end of

both the Cold War itself and the cold winds

of

a

neighbouring “Super Power”:

The United Nations

was

founded half a

of Nuclear War and all its consequences

century ago after a monstrous war that

have subsided somewhat into
insignificance — at least for the time being.
The UN will, with somejustification, want to
take credit for these largely positive
developments on the international scene.

claimed the lives

appears to

Sapem October. 1995

military and nuclear hegemony is
perpetuated. How long must we waitfora
complete ban on all weapons of mass
extermination, for universal disarmament,
for the elimination of the use of force,
arrogance and pressure in international
relations? The anachronistic privilege of
veto and the abusive use of the Security
Council by the powerful are enthroning a
new

voice

would be the end of humankind.

War has ended but the arms race continues,

and

during the Cold War than out of the
catharsis of an Eastern Bloc so pregnant with

itself, conducted under what became

war

life expectations of up to 80 years; others
hardly reach 40. The lives ofthousands of
millions are cut short. How long must we
waitfor this slaughters end?... The Cold

of an average of 10
people each year at its worst.
Today, 20 million men, women and
children die each year of hunger and of
curable diseases. Some rich peoples have

million

colonialism within the United Nations

itself. Latin America and Africa do not
even on

permanent member one the

Security Council.

President Castro concluded his statement
thus:

We want a world without hegemonistic
practices, without nuclear weapons,
without interventionism, without racism,

without national

religious hatred,
of the sovereignty of
any
country,
with respect for
independence and the free self
determination of peoples, without
or

without violations

universal models that do not take into
account

the traditions and cultures

of all

components of humanity, without cruel
blockades that kill men, women, children,
the young

children and the elderly like
want a world of
peace, justice and dignity in which
everyone without exceptioncan enjoy the
right to wellbeing and life.
silent atomic bombs. We

With respect to that forgotten and
marginalised continent that is Africa, the
UN will be remembered with

some

distaste

with particular reference to the Congo crisis
in the 1960s and, in more recent times, on its
poor performance in Somalia, Angola and
Rwanda. It is doubtful that the commendable
efforts made

by the UN in such parts of
27

PERSPECTIVES

Africa as Namibia, Mozambique

Peace is

incompatible with malnutrition,
poverty and the refusal of the
rights ofselfdetermination. Disregardfor
the rights of individuals, the persistence of
inequitable international economic
structures, interference in the internal

and South

adequately outweigh the
impression that, when it came to such major
African crisis as Angola or Rwanda, the
world body regarded “African problems”
as less pressing as those in such parts of
Europe as Bosnia Herzegovina. This is
perhaps what President Robert Mugabe
was referring to when he stated the
following at the 50th Anniversary

Africa could

extreme

affairs ofother states, foreign occupation
and apartheid are always real or potential
sources

crisis.

celebrations in New York:

ofarmed conflict and international
The only lasting peace is a just

based on respect for human rights.
a just peace calls for the
establishment ofan equitable intematiorml
order which will preserve future
generations from the scourge of war.

peace

Furthermore,
was
left burning while
catastrophe stalked. Western UN forces
withdrew from Somalia only to deploy
them under the cover ofNato in Bosnia.
Where, we ask, is the brotherhood of

Somalia

Where

man?

indeed

is

These

man’s

impartiality? Where indeed is the proof
ofhis non-racialism ? Is it a scourge to be
black,

we

Fidel Castro: “We want

ask?

peace, justice

a

world of

and dignity”

With specific reference to the need for
the democratisation of the UN

system.

Mugabe echoed the views of
of his African and Third World

President
many

colleagues:

of these historically privileged
countries and none of them has made
any reference to the need of
democratising this institution.
Membership ofthe council must reflect
a fair geographical representation of
all regions in
the world, ...
Democratising the Security Council
would be merely part of a process to
reform the entire system of the UN to
make

it

more

accountable.

transparent

and

Developing countries’

expectations of benefits from the
establishment of the World Trade
Organisation had already proved
negative. Current trade relations are
still bedevilled by the old reflexes of
protectionism and unilateralism. The
international financial institutions
remain unreformed as their structures
continue to defy democracy and act as
dictatorial task masters of the world’s
rich and powerful.

So,
over

28

has
of its existence

in the final analysis the UN

the first 50 years

particular

years by the Secretary-General of the
UN: “Agenda for Peace” and “Agenda

Development”. They were pursued
further in the 5 international conferences

for

held in the last three years:

largely the balance of forces on a
global scale, an expression more of the
interests of those powers that govern and

reflected

control

We have listened to statements of leaders

are the themes reflected in

in the two documents issued in recent

our

world than the democratic

discourse that should characterise such a

forum of nations. The question
in the current

world is

so

is whether
conjuncture in which the

divided between north and

south, between rich and poor, between
vrhite and black, there can indeed emerge

genuine New World Order in the

a

foreseeable future, or at least in the next 50

of the existence of the UN. If so,
might be the medium through which
such fundamental changes will unfold?

Environment
Development (The “Earth Summit”)
June 1992 (Brazil); Population and
Development, 12 September 1994 (Cairo);
World Summit for Social Development,
6-12 March 1995 (Copenhagen); World
and

Summit on Children, 28 June 1995 (San
Francisco); and the Fourth World
Conference

on

Women, 4-15 September

(Beijing). The question of Women,
of course, has emerged as a factor far
beyond the expectations of a World Order
so dominated by males, mainly because
1995

themselves have in the last two

years

women

what

decades in particular, consciously

To begin with, the UN itself has been

taken it
themselves to lead in a struggle for
gender emancipation that will no doubt
also give birth to a better world for all

upon

the centre of the development of the concept

humankind.

of peace and security, from the based purely

quite inevitable that there will need to be
some level of real struggle, between the
various contending forces in the current

military considerations, to one that

on

encompasses

economic and social

democracy.

I

n

1982 UNESCO adopted the

following

definition with respect to peace:
can be no genuine peace when the
elementary human rights are violated
or while situations ofinjustice continue to
exist, conversely, human rights for all
cannot take root and achieve full growth
while latent or open conflicts are rife....

There
most

Therefore, it does appear

world order, if indeed w^ are to see the
birth of a genuine New World Order. The
form and context of such
course, vary

struggles will of

from time to time, and from

place to place. But it is a challenge which
the UN will have to consider carefully if
it is to remain at the centre of that

process. It is an enormous challenge for
which the World body should prepare

itself now.Q
Sapem October. 1995

ENTERTAINMENT, ARTS AND CULTURE

SOUTH AFRICA’S DIMUNITIVE
SONGSTRESS
Gift Siso

I

F YOU

taking a casual walk
bump into a shortish
boy wearing a cap, tight jeans and
are

around and you

takkies, and speaks to you in a deep
malish voice
lo and behold, it could be
—

Rebecca

Malope.

Diminutive songstress Rebecca Malope,
one of South Africa’s many prisoners of
I

fame, has orchestrated this novel way of

getting around her mobbing fans unnoticed.
She is one of the many celebrities around
the country who can neither take a casual
stroll like most people do, nor go and buy her
morning bread and milk from a small cafe and
return to her house without having to stop and
talk to countless people that she meets.
“Walking into a supermarket and doing
my own shopping has become a nightmare.
The minute I stop my car and walk into the
shop, its gonna be greeting after greeting, a
stop every second step I make and endless
chats after chats, one person after the other
and sometimes simultaneously in an
uncontrolled fashion, and the mobbing and
pushing starts. Everyone wants to talk to me,
everyone wants me to sign an autograph for
them and

so on

and on”.

Because of all this, Rebecca has developed

novel way of getting around unnoticed by
her fans. She disguises herself, puts on a cap.
a

tightjeans and takkies and if she has to pay for
something at a counter or ask a salesperson in
a boutique, this has to be done in a deep voice.
“I had to do this in order to get around. This
is the only way to ensure I do get around.
Otherwise I would have to stay at home
under lock and key and not get around when
I want,” she says of her ever growing
popularity.
The 27 year-old fifth bom of a family of
six
two boys and four girls is a shy,
reserved and soft-spoken character who,
despite all this, still feels she does not deserve
gun-totting men around her.
Because of her growing popularity, the
manager always says it is high time she
-

—

considered

hiring

She does
not feel the need, except in situations of
crime. But generally, she is fine by herself.
She says; “A person who will hurt me will
be an enemies and fortunately I don’t have
enemie. I make fiiends with everybody. lam
a

muscle

man.

Bom in Nepmit, Rebecca BatsogileMalope
has

never

looked back since that fateful

of 1987 when she

won

day

the Shell Road of

Fame talent search

competition. Ever since,
piling fame after fame, album

she has been

after album and accolades

Since

her

debut

on

accolades.

hit

sensation

“Ngizobathola” from the album “Cheated”,
Rebecca has risen from height to height in the
ladder of stardom. Her most recent release
“Shwele Baba”, which has

already

gone

triple platinum selling more than 150 000
copies to date, the diminutive songstress is
still destined for even far more heights than
at present — and even more mobbing than
she has

experienced.

Rebecca counts
American

Shirley Caesar, an
gospel singer, as one of her

favourites, and in thecourseof this interview,
this illustrous

you from being attacked. If people, for
whatever reason want to attack you, they can

singing sensation could be
background.
If it’s not Shirley Caesar at her Sandton
home, then sh .; must be listening to Princess
Mthembu or keying away at her piano and
composing some music.
Come lunch time, you will find her fingers
soiled with “pap and vleis”.
Rebecca is such an artistic singer that she

do

matches the mood with occasion and this is

down to earth and I talk to whoever wants to
talk to me, regardless of what some people call
class. To me

a

human

being is human being.

“Moreover, a bodyguard cannot guarantee

despite a million muscle
you,” she observed.
so

man

around

heard in the

true of more

other than Joe Mafela. She is the

only singer that managed to squeeze some
tear from the ever jovial and jocular S’dumo
South Africa.
This

was at

the funeral of the late Simon

Sabela, where she did

one

of her renditions

“Hamba Kahle” and sent some tears rolling
down the cheeks of the chicken
Rebecca

man.

has

just been awarded “Best
gospel music performer” at the South Afncan
Music Awards. In 1990 and 1991 she

was

chosen the Best Female Vocalist of the year.
In 1993 and last year, she was awarded, with
more than 10 000 votes to her credit, the

Coca-Cola Fullblast Music Award. And
the look of

Growing popularity pushes musicians to hire bodyguards.
Sapem October, 1995

things, she still has

by

numerous

awards that lie ahead for her.Q
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BUILDING SADC THROUGH MUSIC
Zerubabel Mudzingwa
T ANY stage

of civilisation, a
society must have its own identity
and pride. It must have a system
which encourages the continuation and
propagation of its own excellence in the

A

innovation.

Equally critical is the view that denigrates
culture to traditions of the pre-modem

while conceding that there were some hitches

that culture is not part

in the organisation of the Harare festival, said

against this background that the SADC
Culture and Information sector met in

has also contributed to the

Namibia in 1993 and

adopted the SADC

Arts and Culture Festival

as one

of the

the SADC culture and information sector,

societies or as traditional dances. The notion

of the mastery of
technological development and that it is
incompatible with science and development

arts, music and traditional values. It was

impetus so as to boost investor confidence.
Carlos Jorge Silia, deputy co-ordinator of

marginalisation
of thecultural sectorin the national planning
process of many countries.
So, it is with this view that the SADC’s

the event was a success especially considering
that it

the first such event in the

region.
publicity and the
choice of upmarket venues to a large extent
was

The absence of wide

contributed to low attendance. Most of the
venues were inaccessible and

unpopular with
ordinary people. These were the Harare

important instruments in the
building of SADC.

culture and information sub-sector aims to

the

The first-ever SADC Music Festival held

promote music as an authentic expression

International Conference Centre, Harare

September 29 to October 8,
marked the beginning of the sub-region’s
ambitious mission of not only being a
political and economic grouping but a bridge
for cultural linkages. The Harare festival,

of the people of SADC’s cultural identity. If

Gardens, Seven Arts Theatre and lastly Rufaro

they manage to maintain the vision, this will
not only counter foreign cultural domination,
but lay the foundations for the growth and
development ofcultural industries, that could
become a major area of income for the

Stadium.

most

in Harare,

which

pooled together 300 musicians from

the 12-nation development community, was

voyage ofdiscovery as it enhanced
the creation of creativity and was an
a musical

Southern African

exhibition of cultural similarities and
diversities.

an arts

promotion programmes since the United
Nations declared the period 1988 to 1997
the World Decade for cultural development.
Each year, every country through the World
Day for Cultural Development makes an
assessment

of its achievements and failures

integration of culture in national
development planning; the impact of
economic structural adjustment programmes
on cultural development and the state of
in the

cultural industries.
It is

a

well-known fact that while nations

in the SADC may

be committed to the

promotion of culture, the inadequacy of
financial resources limits the scope of the
objective. However, cultural development
has also been partly inhibited by lack of
political support from governments.
Examples abound of countries where
culture is still very insignificant in the
planning process. One of the most advanced
reasons for this poor status is the mistaken
view that culture is of necessity against
modern development and technological
30

sub-sector had

and crafts festival is scheduled for

1997 in Namibia. A dance festival would be
held in Tanzania the

also

community’s information

not

done

enough to promote

the festival.

“The response has not been good. What we

community.

After the Harare festival, the development

community plans to have a theatre festival
in Mozambique in October next year while

SADC is not atone in this massive cultural

Dr Kaire Mbuende, SADC secretary,

admitted that the

getting is not reflective of Harare’s I
million-plus population,” he said.
are

The exclusion of

some

of Zimbabwe’s

household musicians brewed controversy
over the selection criteria. However, Steven

following year.
Judging from this, the sub-region seems
to have caught the vision, but what is now
required is to ensure that member countries
set aside enough financial and human
resources for all cultural projects from
grassroots levels upwards to ensure that they
expand their income and employment
generating capacities.
Theconcept of attracting and co-ordinating
investment to the music industry in SADC
countries is one that is now long overdue. It
represents one of the critical areas of
developing and promoting the region ’ s music.
The main reason why music from this region,

Chifunyise, permanent secretary of the
Ministry of Sports and Culture, dismissed
this by saying the musicians in question had
turned down the Z$1 000 lump sum plus
Z$120 daily allowances paid to every
participating musicians across the board.
Another complaint by the musicians was
that some engineers had been hired from
South Africa when local people were

and other cultural activities have not fared
welt

however, quick to
point out that the mistakes should not

because

overshadow the event which in

compared to regions of the north is
they lack investment.
Having started its three-year cultural
integration programmes on a high note as
evidenced by the SADC Music Festival,
which many described as a resounding
success, the community’s culture and
information sub-sector is set for greater

available.
The festival also got very shoddy coverage
from the local media, a factor which Dr
Mbuende lamented at as it deprived the region
a

chance to market itself outside its

own

boundaries.
The SADC chief was,

meant to

claim

mobilise the

essence was

people of the region to

stake in the integration of the region.
The donor community made available
a

ZS6,6 million for the event. The European
Union put up
remainder

was

Z$4,4 million while the
provided by Norad.□
Sapem October. 1995
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N THE last few years,

there has emerged a
growing movement for democratisation in
Africa. To be sure, this movement is part of
a global trend in which popular demands for
political participation and contestation have been
rising. Undeniably, ‘democracy’ is re-emerging
as a hegemonic ideology on a global scale.'
In Africa, contemporary demands for
democracy have mainly assumed the form of
growing pressures aimed at dismantling the
pervasive one-party states and military
dictatorships. In a number of countries, the
incumbent regimes have yielded to these
pressures and proceeded to hold multi-party
elections. In some of these cases, no political
parties have come to power. These we shall call
the reformers. Benin, Cape Verde, Mauritius,
Sao Tome Principe and Zambia are examples.
At the opposite extreme in countries such as
Kenya, pressures for democratisation have been
strongly resisted only to be conceded under

highly controlled by the CCM — the incumbent
political party. Forms of control include arduous
conditions for registering political parties, an
uncertain transition timetable, repressive
legislation from the single party era and an
electoral framework designed largely fora single

external pressures.
These are
resisters. In other countries, such as Congo

election held in October, I960. The few other
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oversee

a

transitions to

better term

we

shall

call these the transitionists.
In yet a

Tanzania: Elections Without
Horace

democracy. For want of

fourth category belong the hesitaters.
In Tanzania, for example, response to a gradual
and largely peaceful process have taken the form
of setting up a Presidential commission on ‘One
or Many parties’ and encouraging an open public
debate.^ In the wake of the Nyalali Commission
report, the constitution was amended to provide
fora multi-party system, albeit, under conditions

party system.
In

dynamic and rapidly changing political
categories are, of course,
neither stable not mutually exclusive. What is
common between them however, is that they are
all responses to a long festering crisis of the
political legitimacy of the African state. It is the
major contention of this paper that the political
pressures currently under way, emanate, in the
a

environment these

first instance, from this crisis.

Tanganyika (Tanzania, since 1964) became
independent in December, 1961. At that time,
theTanganyika African National Union (TANU),
undertheleadershipofJ.K.Nyerere, had emerged
as the dominant political party in the quasi-free
parties that had competed with TANU in those
secure any seats in the
Legislative Council (LEGCO>which negotiated
the Marlborough House independence

elections had failed to

constitution with Britain.

On the basis of the

results of that election and under the

that the

presumption
Tanganyikans had given it an exclusive

mandate, TANU asserted that Tanganyika was a
de facto one party-state. It therefore proceeded
to

monopolise political

power

by setting

up a

Presidential Commission with instructions
make recommendations, not

how, to establish

a

on

whether but

to
on

dejure one-party state. The
31
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commission

1963, reported
1965,Tanzania
one-party constitution.

was set

up in January

in March 1965 and, by December

had

adopted

Thus
was

no

a

matter how much internal

democracy

encouraged by Nyerere after independence,

these stmctural features were inimical to

it. The

consequence of this was the cmel irony that even
as TANU claimed exclusive monopoly of

political power it was in fact weak. Its claims of
supremacy were not so much the affirmation of
de facto legitimate authority but rather the
admission of its political weakness. That is why,
as we shall see, TANU immediately passed
legislation restricting trade union activities,
authorising arbitrary detention and deportation
and soon, proscribing other political parties.
The early ascendancy of a dominant single
leader also attest to the institutional and

political

weakness of TANU at the time of independence.

Nyerere reinformed these weaknesses with his
strong handed and demagogic (charismatic?)
style of rule. His resignation from the premiership
only six weeks after independence, ‘to rebuild
the party’, speaks to this weak condition. In his
resignation speech, Nyerere envisioned
rebuilding the party politically, in light of the
new objective which, in his view, was;
the
creation of a country in which the people take a
full and active part in the fight against poverty,
ignorance and disease.”
I n addition to a competent elected government
which had the full support and co-operation of
the people, Nyerere argued that the country
further needed:

active in every
village, which acts like a two-way all-weather
road along which the purposes, plans and
problems of the government can travel to the
people, at 'the same time as the ideas, desires
and misunderstandings (sic) ofthe people can
travel direct to the government. This is the job
of the new TANU.^
The enactment of the repressive laws under
Rashidi Kawawa’s stewardship during the period
of Nyerere’s political retreat and the adoption of
a republican constitution with a strong presidency
at the end of 1962 suggest that the goal of
rebuilding the party politically had been
abandoned in favor of strengthening it
institutionally. Nyerere, the Rousseauian had
A strong political organisation,

succumbed to Machiavelli.
The

Opposition at Independence

There was opposition and there were
opposition parties in Tanganyika (and in
Zanzibar) at independence. The United
Tanganyika Party (UTP) was formed in 1956 in
opposition to TANU, essentially to protect and

defend the settler colonial interests. In effect it
was

an

alliance between the small settler

community and an equally small co-opted African

elite

some

of whom had been

appointed by the

governor to the Legislative Council. Reflecting
relative powerlessness of the settler community
in Tanzania, its main

policy objective was multi-

racialism

(power sharing). It also upheld the
goals of free enterprise and independence within
the British Commonwealth.

By the time of
independence (within four years of its formation)
the UTP had virtually vanished from the political
scene mainly because its policy plank of multiracialism alienated the racist wing of the settler
and commercial communities. It was probably
the only party that died a natural death form the
contradictions of a minority settler situation.
The other opposition party at the time of
independence was the African National Congress
(ANC) which was founded by then assistant
secretary general of TANU Zuberi Mtemvu.
Mtemvu split from TANU and founded the ANC
in protest against the former’s decision to
participate in the controversial racially structured
election in which the colonial government

insisted

on

had

African, Asian and European

representation in each of the designated
constituencies.* Further, to be eligible to vote in
these elections one had to have the equivalent of
a

high school education and an annual income of

about $400.

Mtemvu’s main contention

that

Democratic

Party is said to have dissolved itself

it, in fact, surrendered itself to TANU.

The

executive committee of TANU had

passed a
resolution as early as May/June, 1961 (before
independence) proscribing ‘tribal’ parties.*
The Assault on Decent and

Opposition

After the

adoption of the republican
constitution in 1962, the liquidation of the
opposition in Tanzania began in earnest.
Responding to suggestions that the constitution
gave too much power to the president’ Nyerere
contended that the presence or absence of tyranny
did not depend on constitutions but on the
evolution of a national political ethic,*
.

.

.which will enable the government to say:

not, do this, that is un-Tanganyikan: Or
people to say: that we can not tolerate, that is
un-Tanganyikan.
Nyerere would seem to have believed in good
intentions, prudence and self restraint on the part
of the leadership and expected what he called a
little amount of faith from the people rather than
creating rules, procedures and institutions to
ensure popular control over public power.
At
we can

the

best he could be described

as

naive, at worst,

a

crafty Machiavellian.
While Nyerere was philosophising about
democracy and good government in 1962, the

by
participating in the racial and discriminatory
election, TANU was capitulating to European
and Asian domination. Subsequently Mtemvu
lost the 1960 election and his party was deregistered after his co-option by TANU in 1961.
At this stage to be in the opposition was portrayed
by TANU as tantamount to being unpatriotic. It
is generally acknowledged however, that
although the ANC did not command wide support
at the national level, it enjoyed substantial support
at the local government level and had considerable
representation in the early local councils after

government, under Prime Minister Kawawa

independence.*

Federation of Labour (TFL) in return

was

Less well-known but

(Formerly president of theTanganyika Federation
of Labour) unleashed an onslaught on competing

political parties, independent labour and local
level participatory organisations in the rural areas.
It is clear how much Nyerere participated,
influenced and indeed, initiated these moves but

he was certainly aware and approved. He certainly
did not revoke them on assuming the presidency
in December of the

same

years.

In June 1962,

parliament passed two bills
abridging the activities of trade unions. Having
co-opted the top leadership of the Tanganyika
into

equally important were
the so-called tribal political organisations. Most
of these had emerged as early as the 192()s
independently ofTAA which had generally failed

government positions, including appointing the

‘trickle down’ from the urban to the rural

(settlement) Act. The Ordinance made it
compulsory for all unions to affiliate with the
TFL and introduced compulsory membership
dues under a check-off system.' Nineteen hitherto

to

Notable among

these organisations were
the Chagga Democratic Party, the Chagga Union,
the Mem Citizen Union, the Bahaya Union and
many others not so well documented. Some of
these, such as the Tanga (settler) based
Tanganyika Federal Independence Party
advocated a federal rather than a unitary form of
government with greater autonomy of the regions.
The ultimate fate of many of these parties is
areas.

not well documented.

What is on record however,

is that

immediately after independence TANU
mounted a concerted campaign to liquidate them
along with the other parties. Whereas the Chagga

general secretary as minister of labour, the
government introduced the restrictive Trade
Union Ordinance and the Trades Disputes

independent union automatically lost their
registrations. The Act made strikes and lockillegal.
Independent trade union leaders were outraged.
In a statement responding to this move, the
Tanganyika Union of Teachers, for example,
outs

said:
This is

very shameful and shortsighted
by the government reflecting their
accord fundamental human rights to
a

declaration
failure to

Sapem October, 1995
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working people of the country."'
president of the Union was even more
forthright; “we are fast moving into
totalitarianism,” he charged, “why force a puppet
federation controlled by a minister?”'’’

the

The

The conflict between TANU in government
and the labour unions

(close allies in the

nationalist struggle) was causing considerable
discomfort among some TANU members.

Writing in the organ of TANU’s newly
established ideological college on the occasion
of inaugurating the republic in December, 1962,
Job Chali made some incisive observations. We
shall quote

him in extenso:
Open clashes between TANU and TFL first
appeared after the country achieved internal
government (in 1959). TANU, which had won
the elections was now the government and
automatically it had become the employer of the
workers. As
not

some

of the workers’ demands had

yet been fully met, the trade unions had the

of the machinery of government.'^
In January 1963, nearly one month after
Nyerere became president, he announced that
TANU’s National Executive Committee had

decided that Tanzania should become

a

‘democratic one-party state’.
A residential
on the Establishment of a

Commission
Democratic

One-Party state was eventually set
in January 1964 after the proposal had been
passed without debate by the Annual TANU
conference in January, 1963.
In a statement setting up the commission,
Nyerere stressed the point that the decision to
establish a ‘democratic one-party state’ had
already been made by the national executive
up

committee (NEC) of TANU. The work of the

committee, therefore, was to deliberate and make
recommendations

on

the mechanisms of

implementing the NEC decision. Members of
the commission

were

drawn from TANU,

cooperative uniqns, elders, non-African citizens

right to

and civil servants. The commission

because TANU

by Kawawa (then Vice-President).
In his brief to the commission Nyerere stressed
several points which are worth noting here. He

go on demanding them. Trade union
leaders could not let down their members simply
the government

of the day.
the other hand said that
although it sympathised with the workers it had
no money to pay them the wages that they were
demanding; the workers should be a little patient.
This problem has not been resolved up to now. In
was

The government on

fact it became
introduced

worse

some

when the government

according to the
deprive the workers of their

that:

Tanganyika would continue to be a republic
headed by an executive president,
—there would be equality before the law for all
—

citizens,
—

freedom."

Partly in

the rising labour protest
opposition in general,
Kawawa’s government also passed a Preventative
Detention Act in September 1962. The Act
response to
and to intimidate the

authorised the arrest and detention of those

suspected of engaging in subversive activities broadly defined. The government also invoked
the colonial deportation law, abolished the
administrative roles of chiefs (some of whom
were detained and deported) and undercut the
power of local government councils, bringing
them under the direct control of

a

minister of

local government.

Co-operative societies were
brought under a government controlled Cooperative Union of Tanganyika.
In general, this was done under the rationale of
cleanmg up and restructuring institutions which
had served the colonial administration.
number of

cases

however, it

was

In

a

colonial

legislation which undergirded the changes. The
objectives could not have been different. As
Stephen (op.cit: 162) observes with respect to
local government;

Changes in the regional administration and
the native authorities may have been signed
as much to prevent the formation of local

opposition

as to

improve the responsiveness

Sapem October. 1995

chaired

instructed the commission to observe, inter alia,

bills which,

trade union leaders,

was

—

the rule of law and independence of the
judiciary would be preserved,
the maximum possible participation of citizens
in their government

—

would be assured,
all eligible would be entitled to participation

legislature, executive and the judiciary and the
relations between party and state. The suggests
that there was still considerable tension in

Nyerere’s mind about whether the single party
a viable democratic
undertaking. He

could be

must have been aware that

competition and the
right to political organisation were the pillars of
democracy. It is in this sense that he admitted: “1
understand that a one-party government may be
of many forms, some good some not so good. ”14
Nyerere’s ambivalence lingered on. Responding
to questions about the one-party commission in
1964, for example, he conceded the point that
Tanzania could become a multiparty state at
some later date but rejected the idea that it would
necessarily be more democratic:
It could become a multiparty country but 1 see
no necessity for that. We are
rejecting the idea
that only a two-party system can be democracy.
The philosophical concept of freedom is not a
matter

Clearly, by this time Nyerere was on the
indulge some fallacious
reasoning. Even if many parties may not, ipso
facto, guarantee democracy, it does not follow
that democracy is possible without many parties.
Much less can one say that many parties are
inimical to democracy. Also, the distinction
between the ‘idea’ of democracy and the
‘mechanics’ of its is superficial and false;
particularly for somebody holding the reins of
defensive and had to

power.
In wide-ranging

there would be political freedom and freedom

of expression

a.

b.

within the ‘context of a single

national movement’ of a one-party state
He further stressed:
In order to avoid misunderstandings,
commission

to

think

about

whether

Tanganyika should have a single-party
government or not. That decision has already
been made.
The task is merely to make
recommendations on the form, structure and
procedures of the one-party state which will
be established in conformity with our ethics
and in accordance with the principles I have
instructed this commission

to

observe ...'’

Nyerere then proceeded to provide the
commission with two sets of guidelines. One
was entitled ‘Maadili ya Taifa ’ (The ethics of the
nation) and the other was ‘A guide to the
commission on the one-party state’. Both of
these documents are pre-occupied with
democratic rights (mainly inclusiveness and
participation), separation of powers between the

following points:
party’, open to
all citizens because; “... in reality, though not
in law, Tanzania was a one-party state”.
Political participation by the people was

TANU should be

a

‘national

paradoxically, reduced by their support for
more f)eople support TANU
as a party the more they reduce their
participation in elections.”
All members of parliament had to be members

TANU. “... the

I think

I should emphasise that it is not the briefofthe

recommendations the

commission stressed the

in elections,
—

of mechanics.'"

c.

of TANU.
d. The distinction between the party
state should be removed. TANU

and the
was

the

governmenfand vice-versa. Parliament w ;is
to be a special committee of the party.
e. The presidency should be contested
by a
single candidate nominated 6y the party. “The
people should only be asked whether they
accept him or not.”
g. Labour unions and co-operative societies were
to be brought under the control of the r:nty.
h. The idea of a bill of rights was Mi.siacicdbut
rejected. Instead the more limited
Ombusdsman’s office was proposed mainly
to

check administrative

excesses.

The Commission’s report was presented to the

president

on

March 22. 1965.

It

was

first
33
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joint ASP-TANU NEC in May,
approved almost in its entirety.
Next the report was submitted to a joint Annual
Conference of the two parties where it was also
approved without reservations. Finally the Union
National Assembly which adopted the Union
interim constitution also amended it to provide
for a one-party state in Tanzania - TANU on the
mainland and ASP in Zanzibar. This was on July
submitted to

a

3.
4.

5.

11.

12.

Southern

later

was

first tried

in

claimed that the ANC

was

was

7.

source

move

of the lack of accountability

in the system.

Muungano was Tanzania,
Taarifa ya tume ya Rais juu ya kuanzishwa
kwa serikali ya kidemokrasi ya chama kimoja
cha siasi.

Dar

es

Salaam:

Government

Printer, 1965, p. 2. (Translation mine)

administration which, at this time was

6.

and CCM has been this

was

the

13. Jamhuri ya

created and

pushing for a multi-party system. The
point needs to be carefully investigated.
Barongo, Mkiki mkiki. op.cit. p.212.
“... there was widespread criticism that the
strong powers handed to the president could
lead to authoritarianism” Smith, Nyerere of
Tanzania, p. 84.
See the importance of a national ethic in
Nyerere, Freedom and Unity, p. 174.
A. MacDonald, Tanganyika: young nation
in a hurry. New York Hawthorn Books,
1966 p. 145. Rwegasira, now minister of

quoted in ibid. See also 1.
Shivji, Law, state and the working class in
Tanzania. London: Currey, 1986.
Mwenge, No.2, Dec. 1962.
Stephens, The Political Tansformation. p.
162. Justifying the dis-empowerment of
chiefs Nyerere said: : “As long as chiefs
have any power they could be a headache to
TANU, so it was expedient to get rid of
them” Smith, Nyerere p. 83. All levels of
government leadership were at this time
staffed with party functionaries thus merging
political with administrative authority. Apart
from giving birth to the state-party which
TANU

supported by TANU as a front to present a
semblance of opposition for the colonial

9.

by the authoritarian political culture inherited
from the colonial administration. TANU took

vya

Tanganyika without a significant
impact due to the absence of a sizeable
settler population.
At the National Seminar on multi-party
democracy (June, 11-12,1991) P. Bagenda

out

and economic

drive and success in this endeavour was facilitated

vingi

Namibia and South Africa. It

8.

pretext of nation building

vyama

protecting minority (white) interests in

acquire a monopoly of power and
impose its authority over the society under the

development. We have also shown that TANU’s

mfumo wa

Rhodesia (now
More recently it has been
intensively discussed in the context of

by

TANU to

siasa.
Dares Salaam, June 11-12, 1991, p.l.
J.K. Nyerere, freedom and Unity p. 157-8.
This system of racially stmctured elections
was later to feature even more significantly
in the British settler minority colonies of
Northern Rhodesia (now Zambia), Kenya,
and

In this paper, we

nationalist movement. The other is the drive

10. D.M.S. Mdachi

Zimbabwe),

Conclusion

have tried to show that the
one-party state in Tanzania has its roots in two
main sources. One is the colonial political culture
which destroyed indigenous political systems,
suppressed the free evolution of new political
movements and in so doing gave rise to a highly
centralised and tightly controlled monolithic

working class”.

Maazimio ya semina ya mageuzi

kuelekea

lOth 1965. The relevant section of the constitution

(Chapter 1-3(1)) read as follows:
There shall be one political party in Tanzania.'®
And with that the organised elite under TANU
and ASP had finally entrenched their monopoly
of power in the constitution, closed the chapter
of nationalist struggles for independence and
started a period of unquestioned authoritarian
rule which has only began to be challenged.

y aTaifa ya Katiba na Mageuzi, Tunachotaka
sasa;

1965 where it was

14.

Ibid

15.

Smith, Nyerere of Tanzania, p. 86.
See Tanzania Government, Report of the

16.

labor, said at that time: ‘This abominable
can not suit the aspirations of the

polity

Presidential
establishment
state.

Dar

es

commission

of

a

on

the

democratic one-party

Salaam: Goverment Printer,

1965.

Proposals of the Tanzania
Government for the establishment of a
democratic one-party state - Government
Paper no.I of 1965. Dar es Salaam:
Goverment Printer, 1965, and An Act to
declare the Interrim constitution ofTanzania
Act No. 43

of 1965.

Dar

es

Salaam:

Government Printer, 1965.U

advantage of the subject of the quiescent political
culture of the citizens and reinforced it with a

variety of coercive and restrictive laws
culminating, in the imposition of a one-party
constitution in 1965. In our view, Nyerere’s
invocation of traditional African political values
and practices to justify one party rule was a
convenient expedient. It is no convincing since
these values (if they existed at all) had been
largely compromised and undermined by colonial
rule. TANU’s one-party rule was imposed for
purposes of monopolising political power on the

part of an organised petty-bourgeois elite against
the workers and pieasants of Tanzania.
Notes
1.

For a recent review of waves of democracy
and authoritarianism see S. Huntington, The
third

wave:

democratisation in the late

Century. Norman and London:
University of Oklahoma Press, 1991. See
also various issues of Africa Demos for an
update on the emerging trends in Africa.
The National Seminar on Multi-party
democracy meeting in Dar es Salaam for
Twentieth

2.

June lit’' to 12“' resolved, inter alia, that:

“More

important the participants of this
that change
See Kamati
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GENDER ISSUES

THE POLITICS OF POWER IN THE
GLOBAL WOMEN’S MOVEMENT
Patricia McFadden

I
some

N THIS second part
the

of my reflections on
recently held Women’s Conference in

Huairou, China, 1 would like to deal with
of the issues which

shaped and directed the

discussions, interactions and debates during those
ten

days of the NGO Forum.

issue of the feminization of poverty,

there were
political differences between women who
still perceive the state as capable of playing a
facilitating role in the development of women,

clear

and those activists who have decided that

engagement with the state is the only way of

First of all, I would like to

highlight the fact

that this Fourth UN women's Conference

saw a

dramatic

change in the manner in which African
present - intellectually, physically,
activists and as social participants. Although

women were

opening up spaces for change in both the public
and private arenas.
The most visible issues at the NGO Forum

The NGO Forum

poor student in England -1 have a sense
that certain things have changed since then,

was a rare opportunity for
mainly within civil society to
meet and exchange ideas, argue about the most
critical concerns in their lives, and grow in their
understanding of national and international

mainly in terms of the

issues. The most visible issues on the programme

as

I did not attend the Nairobi Conference in 1985

-1

was a

ways

in which African

involved, as well as in relation
the thrust of this last Conference.
women were

to

During the 1985 Conference, African women
were still largely spectators, standing on the
side-lines of a discourse on development which
was pervasively exclusionary of their voices and
ideas. Reading the documents which came out of
Nairobi, it was very obvious that too many other
people were still speaking for African women.
The Forward Looking Strategies reflected the
expectations women had of the state, and as we
know, the last ten years were really a painful
lesson about the inabilities of the state, in

particular the African state, to live up to even the
most minimal of those expectations.
Consequently, women went to China with a
different agenda, driven by activism premised
outside the structures and processes of the state
and its organs. In the case of Africa, this was very
clear in the kinds of discourses which occurred
among women even prior to the UN conference.
Those women who are located in the state

bureaucracy mobilised around

areas of concern
specific class and political
interests, mediated through their relationships
with the state, ruling parties and personal
relationships with men in the state.
Women who work in the NGO community
rallied around specific issues which reflect the
contestation over what has actually been achieved
through state intervention in terms of the reality
which reflected their

of women’s lives;

concerns

about sexual and

domestic violence,

legal and social rights,
reproductive rights and sexual health, health and
safety; militarisation and peace. And while these
two sets

of concerns often interfaced around the
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women

were

who work

those of violence and all forms of violation

against
women

women — a theme familiar to
all
of the world represented at the NGO

Forum in their private lives as well as in national

have foreclosed much of the critical

analysis that
important for transformation to occur. We
were there also in song, dance, music, and crafts,
showing off the long traditions of wood, bead
and cotton craftspersonship of the continent. I
can remember
over-hearing women negotiate
how someone from a group would supervise the
stall while a colleague attended a particular
seminar, and smiled to myself, relishing the
knowledge that we were no longer spoken for.
We were in China to say — loud and clear— in
is

so

confident, articulate tones, who
where

we want

to be

we are and
in the 21st century. It was

beautiful.
African

women

from

across

the continent,

discussed the issue of violence in relation to war,
civil strife, the rape and murder of women in the

home, (in that dangerous, male-controlled,
heterosexual place) and demanded the

terms.

construction and realisation of peace in new and

Numerous seminars gave serious attention to
the linkages between violence as women

woman-friendly ways. The epistemic locations
meanings of peace will of necessity have
to reflect a critical rejection of the existing, male
driven notions of peace and negotiated settlement.
The current initiatives not only exclude women
from the process of establishing ‘peace’, but are

experience it at the individual and social level,
and the nefarious macro-economic systems

which have been

imposed on the populations of
the South ( even if certain elements claim that
no government is forced to
sign International
Monetary Fund/ World Bank (IMF/WB)
agreements, the fact of the matter is that the vast
majority of people who have to struggle with
the negative consequences of increasing
impoverishment are not party to such
agreements). 1 often wonder when I hear socalled educated people make such claims. How
can anyone who purports to be
striving for
development not remember that the political
systems in all the countries of the South, with
qualified exceptions, are northern driven,
exclusionary of the poor, gender biased and
down-right dictatorial?
The extension of the meanings of violation for
women

from the

more

narrow

constructs of

domestic and sexual violence to macro-economic
and

political systems, which are serviced by a
military arms industry that underpins, to a large
extent, of the success of northern development,
was a critical conceptual and
political
achievement of the meeting. And African women
were present at the heart of this discourse providing leadership and new insights into the
critique of old, androcentric paradigms which

of the

sexist and misogynist in that they do not link the
meaning of peace with women’s rghts to safety
and personal integrity.
Women

It

are

also knowers

pleasure to sit in seminars where
in charge of the intellectual
millieu. And it was refreshing and enriching in
so many inexplicable
ways, to know that one
was part of the core of the discourse, that one
was included as a legitimate and important
part of the process of intellectual and social
interaction. 1 did not have to argue and struggle
for inclusion as I usually have to. Often there
were so many seminars thk one needed to
attend in one morning, let alone a day, that the
desire was to be able to split oneself into many
complete parts and be at all those places at the
was a

women

same

were

time.

The issue of violence real ly

became a central

theme during those ten days of the Conference,

resonating on political, reproductive and
rights in ways which were often new
and troubling, considering that women have
been campaigning and fighting for change for
human

so

many centuries. The health, education.
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shelter and

mobility of women; their ability to

feed and clothe and care for themselves and their

and rising levels
of HIV, were all given attention given the specific
conditions and challenges that women have to
operate in.
children; the problems of AIDS

Although the programme was packed with
diverse and very interesting discussions I felt
that certain issues were ‘dulled’ by the politics
of North/South relations. For instance,

HIV/

though it were a
‘Southern Problem’ and Africa was still

AIDS

was

often treated

as

the ‘AIDS Continent’, in spite
politically correct stance that many
speakers tried to adopt. Another issue which
perceived

as

1 remember

walking around for ten days with
wide-open (often to the amusement of
my close sister-friends) just taking in the
warmth, the sweetness, and the richness of
31,000 plus women in all their diversity and
loveliness. It was the best thing that has happened
to me, and I doubt that I shall ever feel that way
my arms

again about so many women, at the same time,
though I know that I shall always be a
feminist
working vigilantly for the rights of

even

—

all

We achieved many things through the
Huairou meeting, one of which was the use of
time and space to know each other better as
women who inhabit so many different parts of

of the
relationships between older feminists and

a

younger activists. I participated in a session
which raised issues of heterosexuality as the

occupationist Morocco, and in most cases there
was anger and recrimination. Learning to accept

assumed

Africans, and several
expressed such deepseated homophobic sentiments, leaving me
with an alarming sense of both helplessness
and anger at how astronomical the task before

that

women

women

us

norm among
from Zambia

more

white

were

a

world in which we as

opposed to each

other in defence of such male interests, was

specific issues, among

within the North and across the

North/South divide. The appropriation of voices

by Northern white feminists has been effectively
contested in the USA between Black and white
feminists, and a sort of ‘stand-off on the issue
has been reached, each side recognising what
can be changed here and now, and accepting
what will probably be a very long-term problem
of the Women’s Movement. In Europe, the
discussion has also been heated and often
confrontational, and I think for the better in
of the acceptance by white feminists that
they are privileged by whiteness and racism, so
they have to do something about it. It is not the
responsibility of Black women to do away with

terms

racism.

Affirming global solidarity
However, at the global level, these issues
remained silenced, because most of the women
who came to Huairou wanted to affirm their

Beijing and Huairou
through the issues of debt, structural
adjustment, militarization, peace, war, hunger,
death, youth, age etc, and to construct new
weapons of struggle which women "took on to
the meeting of government representatives in
Beijing a few days later, and home at the end of
the entire experience.
Moving tho groat stone
The clear understanding that it would take
every single one of us to ‘move the great stone in
a different direction’, so to speak, was so audible,
as one listened to the various contributions that
women made through song (Sweet Honey in the
Rock); through art; the marches in the rain for
lesbian and minority rights; for a nuclear-free
world as France arrogantly defied world opinion
and like a slap in the face of millions of women
at that moment, exploded yet another genocidal
used the distance between
to

think

nuclear test in the Pacific. We all knew that while

the days ofthe cold war did seem to be long over,

participation in the greatest social movement
The world has changed, and

the

And the

for

of this century.
women

have created

often find ourselves

achievements of the Women’s Conference. We

the relations between Black and

women

men

serious, were the silences that

hovered around certain
which

troubled world. Women from the

Shaharawi Movement met women from

painful yet so necessary.
Global solidarity and the creation and
consolidation of a global plaform of action and
commitment were, for me, the underlying

still is.
But still

very

have had most to do with that.

reality of white, male, patriarchal arrogance

would be with us, especially us Southern women,
a

long time.

world will continue to change in ways which
are friendlier and safer for women of all classes,

so it was with trepidation that we
broached the issues of diversity and difference,

ages, social statuses and ethnic/national
identities. The NGO Forum achieved that most

allowing ourselves to be swept away by the
euphoria of the moment, by remembering that
race, whiteness, age, place, and class still
fragment and cleave our efforts at sustainable
global feminist solidarity.
New strengths and friendships were forged,
and I can say that as a Southern Black

races,

aspired to goal of knitting women together in
tapestry which is rich in the colours of
women’s courage, the sounds of women’s

a

voices and the breadth of women’s dreams
our tomorrows.
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and

And

not

whilst

re-newing the old and much missed

sisterhood 1 share with

so

many

feminists

from the South.
The backlash Is In full swing
Nevertheless, many of us who went to China

also remained painfully aware of the enormity of
the tasks that lay ahead of us - for the foreseeable

future. We have striven hard to lay the ground for
a

different tomorrow. Most of us live our lives as

examples of what it will take to get things moving

women.

of the

tended to remain muted was that

feminist, I made many, many new friendships

in a different direction. But we also know that the

unfriendly. Actually, it is hostile, and
misogyny thrives in ever-growing zones of
religious intolerance and imposed, narrow, and
bigotted ‘ethics’ which deny the right of a woman
to decide what happens to her, to her body; the
insiduous incursions by the state into ourintimate
spaces, the very spaces which we as feminists are
working so hard to re-claim from the men who
have owned them for as long as her-story can be
re-memoried (re-claimed and owned by women
as part of the re-construction of our social and
terrain is

individual identities).
The backlash is real. It is obvious in the

which is

published every
Trash which
claims to be speaking through the voice of
‘decency’ and ‘tradition’. And it is fed by a
vitriolic

nonsense

weekend in the local newspapers.

media which allows the likes of Ken Mufuka
to

insult, disrespect, denigrate and

the

invisibilise

rights and dignity of women, especially

Black women who are achievers. Black women
who

are

fighting back, and Black women who

refuse to remain chained in the backward,

patriarchal dungeons that the likes of Muofuka
inhabit.

Therefore,

we

resolved to make the media
who

accountable to us as citizens, as consumers
pay

for a service which does us such great diswe resolved to challenge the givens of

service;

secular interests like those of the Catholic church,
which spent hundreds of millions of dollars to
that millions more womendie every year

ensure

from too many/too frequent pregnancies
(something a white, presumably celibate male
priest will never have to face); we resolved never
again to allow bigotted males to divert our
energies into streams of unproductive anger,
shifting our visions from those goals which we
set ourselves at the beginning of each journey
through the chicanery of media ochestrated
rhetoric about our language, our rights and our
futures.
The

challenges of the next five years, as we

enter the new millenium, have never been greater

and yet so wonderfully full of promise.
Conference in Huairou gave women

The
the

opportunity to holds hands across the world, and
things have not been the same since.G
Sapem October. 1995
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INDIGENISATION THROUGH
SHAREHOLDING AND OWNING OF
BUSINESS IN ZIMBABWE
Lovemore Chihota
HERE ARE
many definitions of
indigenisation depending on one’s
background and how this interacts with
the legal, social and political environment. There
is always the dictionary definition which most
people have easy access to, but for purposes of
this discussion, indigenisation is taken to mean
“the process by which black Zimbabweans enter
the economic life of the country, not just as

T

workers but

as

shareholders and

owners

of

an idea whose time has come.

the alleviation of poverty

makers and resistance from those who

Investments confirms this assertion.

Is

indigenisation Necessary ?
No country has ever developed purely on the
basis of having foreign investors only. The
engine for economic growth must by definition
be ‘‘•e majority population of any country.
For» ign investors can only play a complementary
role. Every country needs to develop its economy
in order to provide for the daily needs of its
citizens. For this to happen, it is imperative that
the majority of the citizens of that country be in the
forefront of its economic activities.

companies, a total of 110 people. This

number will increase to 260 when the Matetsi

projectcomesonstreaminJune 1996. As President
of the Zimbabwe Venture Club which is made up
of 30 companies, most of which were started by

The economies of most African

today characterised by;
(a) negative growth
(b) continued domination by foreign multi-national
companies, 30 years from the time most African
countries attained their independence.
It is precisely for the reasons cited above that
15 years after i ndependence, the economy is unable
to provide employment to its citizens and we are
in fact witnessing a rise in both unemployment
and poverty among our people.
are

However, colonialism is dead and buried. It is
therefore, vital that as many indigenous people as

possible enter the

economy as entrepreneurs in
order to create new wealth through the provision

of goods

and services to the community and thus
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the Players?

in the

indigenisation

process

and these

are;

first

and foremost the individual black

aspiring
entrepreneurs, financial institutions and finally,
the government. There can be no indigenisation
until apool of aspiring black entrepreneurs emerge
from among the black popu lation who are prepared
to take up the challenge of going into business.

reasonable black economic empowerment.

own

businesses and each

employed a minimum of 5 people, the businesses
so started would create a total of 250 000 jobs

of 300 000 per annum.
We must all jealously guard the relative peace,

countries

are

million, started their

given the opportunity to develop
enterprising. This
they did by denying the local population access to
education ai^ capital. That is the tragedy of
Africa in general and Zimbabwe in particular.
The consequences of that colonial policy are still
being felt throughout Africa today. Africa, by not
having developed its own local entrepreneurs, is
paying the price. African economies have, at best,
been static or in the majority of cases, have
deteriorated.

Who

In my view, there are three key players involved

population of this
country must now either produce or create these
entrepreneurs or there will be no indigenisation or

which would accommodate most of the school-

themselves and thus become

are

indigenous business people over the last 4 years,
it is gratifying to note that these companies now
have a total labour force of 800. Thus, if say, 50
000 entrepreneurs, out of a total population of 10

Colonialism by its very nature, ensured that the
i ndigenous people of the country which it occupied
were never

Mistakes by policy-

privileged by distortions created by colonialism
may slow it down, but you can never stop it from
happening. We must all learn to accept change as
and when it occurs as life itself is dynamic.

Chizim

Investments started just over five years ago, and
currently employs, through its subsidiary and
associate

business”.

•

employment. This will in turn, bring about
in our midst.
It has become universally accepted that the
fastest way of creati ng employ ment in any country
is through the creation of small to medium business
enterprises. Successful cases abound in
Zimbabwe. Indeed, the history of Chizim
create

leavers that

come on

to the

job market at the rate

tranquility and political stability that we have
enjoyed since independence by making the right,
balanced social, political and economic choices
and decisions now. In order to safeguard and
retain the country as a haven of peace and
development, it is imperative on the part of us all
to actively encourage the meaningful participation
of the indigenous population in the mainstream of
the country’s economic life. Failure to do so will
threaten the future political stability as has
happened elsewhere in Africa.
Indigenisation has become a serious item on the
national economic

agenda. It cannot be wished

away injust the same maimer as nationalism could
not be wished away and which eventually brought
about

political independence after a protracted
and bloody war.
Those engaged in searching for a good
indigenisation process must emulate the example
of South Africa where companies are engaged in
serious programmes to bring about the participation
of the majority blacks in the mainstream of the
economy from which they have been excluded by
300 years of white domination. Indigenisation is

It has been said that entrepreneurs are

bom

or

either

created. The black

Assuming the country in general and the tourism
industry in particular, produce the right calibre of
entrepreneur with the requisite skills and abilities
a viable business,

to turn investment risks into

then the financial institutions must come forward
and assist these entrepreneurs to turn
into reality.

their ideas

Financial institutions, as players in the process,
should be willing to accommodate andif necessary

be flexible in their lending criteria so as to facilitate
the entry

of these entrepreneurs into the economy
by giving them financial assistance. It is my
submission that a good number of our banks are
now ready and willing to do
just that provided the
entrepreneurcan demonstrate acapacity to succeed.
Government, by its very nature, must play the
critical role of facilitating the upward mobility
and even a deliberate nurturing of the black
entrepreneurs. However, government cannot be
expected to create entrepreneurs. It has a vital role
in

trying to level the playing field through

affirmati ve action i n order to correct the i mbalances
created

by colonial regimes. Affirmative action

is not peculiar to Zimbabwe. It has been practised
in the USA, the United Kingdom and Malaysia

uplift the position of the disadvantaged groups
them effectively participate in
productive activities.
The Malaysian experience should be of
particular interest to Zimbabwe as it is a shining

to

to enable
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Will they grow to

become owners and shareholders of big business?

example of what can be achieved through a
proactive and positive policy of economic

airport transfers, etc

indigenisation. By relying upon its indigenous
population for its economic progression, Malaysia
is today recognised as being a success story in
terms of creating wealth for its jieople and thereby
raising their standard of living. It is the Malaysian
experience that developing economies like

new

Zimbabwe must seek to emulate. However,

such

development strategy requires unity of purpose,
hard work, commitment to national ideals and
effective democratisation of the development
a

Th« Tourism

Industry

Out of a policy of what I would call “enlightened

self-interest”, the tourism industry must actively
try to encourage the entry of black entrepreneurs
into the industry. There is no doubt that the
industry is currently perceived as being whitedominated. Such a state of affairs is not healthy
for both the short and long term sustainable
development of the industry itself and for the

The first challenge involves
the development of a strategy outlining ways in
which the industry can help and accommodate
this transformation process. The industry can
help in a number of ways such as:
country as a whole.

Joint ventures which offer several

benefits by

way of sharing of risk, experience and providing

ready access to markets. Examples of such joint
ventures
include the Frontiers/Siansimba
Canoeing venture, the Rainbow Tourism Group/
Chizim Investments/The Conservation

Corporation South Africa venture — Zambezi
Safari Lx>dges and the Abercrombie & Kent/
Frontiers joint venture — Mosi Cruises.
Sub-contracting of certain functions, e.g. a
hotel could sub-contract some of its

ancillary

activities and focus its attention on core business.

Produce

marketing the operations of the

players in the industry and creating linkages

with the new venture where this is appropriate, for

example the Frontiers/Safari Par Excellence
marketing agreement of 1991/92 which launched
Frontiers on the rafting scene and the subsequent
Frontiers/UTC marketing agreement of the last

in which LTTC as General Sales
Agent for Frontiers promoted the company for the
mutual benefit of all parties concerned.

few years ago

Are there any

There is

process.
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Assistance in

not

racial and

money

she

was

in business without

a

clear idea of how

going to operate profitably in
order to pay back its loans.
Above all, the aspiring black entrepreneur
that business is

must

be committed to his

ensure

or

her business to

that it succeeds.

Going into business is not an invitation to

If the call for indigenisation does

sacrifice, knowledge and skill on the part of the
individual concerned to make the business viable

infighting which takes on negative
political connotations. The industry

as they are perceived to be whitecontrolled and therefore non-representative of

credible

majority of the population. This will lead
inevitably, to the loss of credibility and influence
by the industry. Finally, the industry will forego
its perceived potential lead role in the future
economic growth of the country. It is doubtful
whether the current players in the industry would

the

see

capital to go into
expected to lend
to somebody who simply wishes he or

institutions for the necessary
business. Banks cannot be

dinner but rather, it calls for serious commitment,

and its institutions will become less and less

like to

the business is

indigenisation of

alternative to the

effectively take place, the industry faces the

continued

or not

viable and if it is, seek the assistance of financial

in general and the tourism industry

no

the economy
in particular.

Alternatives?

clearly thought out business plans

which indicate whether

this happen.
Conclusion

Black members of our society must stop
philosophising about indigenisation and come
forward as entrepreneurs and take immediate,
concrete steps to bring about the desired goal of
being masters of their own economic destiny.
This will only happen if the black aspiring
entrepreneurs take the following course of action:
Create precise ideas of what business ventures
they wish to go into in the tourism sector or in the
national economy at

large.

expectations of all its stakeemployees of the
business, the providers of capital, the
government and last but not least, the

and thus meet the

holders who include the

shareholders.
The

challenge to the industry as currently

constituted

on

the other hand, is to desist from

attempts to block new entrants into the

industry

but rather welcome and where possible assist the

players so that together they can ensure that
the industry takes its rightful place in the national
new

economy for the good of
Zimbabwe as their home.

alWthose who regard

Finally, those pursuing indigenisation must
give serious thought to the formulation of relevant
indigenous policies and strategies for discussion
with the relevant arms of government in order to
bring about the desired goals. Bold steps must be
taken to accommodate and facilitate the

harmonious indigenisation of the industry bearing
in mind the material and

objective conditions

that have ignited the current calls for fundamental

change.Q
Sapem October, 1995

REVIEW

DEMOCRATiSATION AND DEVELOPMENT
Democracy, Civil Society and the State: Social Movements in Southern Africa, edited by Lloyd Sachikonye,
SAFES Books, Harare 1995
Reviewed by Thomas Deve

T

HE concept of democracy is a heavily
contested one. In spite of its significant

us

capacity for mobilisation in the political

collapseofEastem Europe. Mpume and Nzimande
draw our attention to the positive aspect emerging
from all these disappointments namely, the
questioning of the very basis of socialism and
marxism. For South Africa in particular, the

transformations in Africa and Eastern Europe in
the past seven years, there does not exist consensus
the definition of democracy.

In this collection
the different contributors demonstrate
beyond reasonable doubt that democracy means
different things or processes to different social
interests and go further to expose the myths
on

of essays,

to go back to the sources, reviving The Slovo
debate on whether Socialism has failed with the

are

political pluralism based

on

constitutional arrangements.
In his contribution to the analytical

framework
society and social
movements, Sachikonye raises fundamental
questions when he argues for the broadening of
the concept of democracy to include socioeconomic arrangements based on a mixed
economy in which relative shares of the private
and public sectors were reversed and the objective
on

the subject democracy, civil

power.
In the Swaziland case, the

emergence of the “civil society” concept helped to
between

as a

focus

a

state - centred

perspective on these movements,
accepting their subordination to

thus uncritically
state!

African intellectuals like Mahmood

Mamdani had already challenged this complacent
perspective calling for the use of what he termed
the social perspective suggesting a shift from the
dominant geographical one. For this particular
study, the contributions are outstanding in their
capacity to bring out the relationship of
accommodation and conflict in a context in which

struggles for further democratisation deepen. In
Sachikonye’s view, this is a sufficientjustification
for

an

extended focus

on

social movements

as a

subject of enquiry in social science and political
theory.
In theChapterby Blade Nzimande and Mpume
Sikhosana, one encounters a critical evaluation of
the current

images of the concept of civil society
is that the
concept has been deployed in a pragmatic sense
without adequate examination of its theoretical
meaning and historical origins. This chapter begs
in South Africa. Their basic argument
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particular issue and therefore are issue-based
can either be political, in the strictest sense of
the word or non-political. As a result, they are
subject to extreme fluctuations in their strengths
and weakness, and often disappear as fast as they
emerge. Asfororgansofpeople’spower, they are
primarily about the fundamental and revolutionary
transformation of society; in other words, they are
people and are
directly concerned with the moulding of state

would be the democratisation of the state and

When it comes to social movements

number of social forces and even classes around

a

about the transfer of power to

society at all levels, giving the notion of citizenship
a far truer and larger meaning than it could ever
have in a class-divided society.
of enquiry, most contributors in this volume make
a radical break with past analysis which often took

a

and

associated with western liberal democracy whose
foundations

is advanced as the most appropriate theoretical
conceptualisation of the task of building the
national liberation movement and democracy.
The notion of people’s organs is advanced on
the basis that “social movements” bring together

sharpen and focus
mass

and

on the issue of relationship
political organisations; state

and non-state formations; as well as the

complexities of building true democracy. In that
sense, the debate has enhanced our understanding
of some of the issues taken for granted in the
building of national and socialist democracy.
Part Two of the book focuses

on case

studies

illuminating attempts at building democracy in
Southern Africa highlighting those cases impacted
by the hegemony of western capitalist countries in
the global economy and politics, the crisis in
Eastern Europe and finally, the failure of the postcolonial State to deliver democracy and economic

development in Africa.
The case study on South Africa reviews the
February 2, 1990, unbanning of the mass and
liberation movement; the subsequent new forms
of engagement both amongst members of the
mass

democratic

movement as a

whole, and the

apartheid regime. In an attempt to construct an
alternative conceptualisation of the process of
democratisation of the South Africa society, the
two contributors argue for an urgent
necessity of
building people’s power as the only means of
ensuring national democracy as well as for laying
the formations for a rapid advance towards
socialism. The notion of “organs ofpeople power”

examples given by
Ray Russon seek to deal with the fundamental
question of whether social movements
representing various factions and fractions of the
rich, middle, poor, students, workers, farmers,
women in, are an attempt to reassert Civil
Society
over

the state.

Mozambiques’ experience in the Chapter by
Eugenio Macamo demonstrates that the state is an
authoritarian leviathan, and the ruling party’s
governance rested on two pillars i.e. firstly the
idealisation of the nature and role of the state and,

secondly, the construction of a nation and of the
national unity as a unique and most important
objective, completely ignoring all the factors of
differences and beliefs; languages, social and
economic formations at different stages,

development and particular political interests of
certain social groups. The concept of “dynamising
groups” which were set as a engine for civil
society vibrancy are not fully explored and
analysed. Discussing this issue would have been
very important because this v/ould partly explain
the origins of the war thus placing impact of
adjustment is its proper context. Adjustment as
argued by Macamo has given rise to a new coalition
of class forces strengthening those linked to
external financial support at the expense of the
peasants and workers.
Mocamo’s chapter touches on a very pertinent
subject often glossed over in the democratisation
discourse, namely the relationship between the
church and the state. He outlines how the church as
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peace maker has tried to rebuild the family,
community life and enhance its participation in the
economic reconstmction of society.
The chapter on Zambia by Donald Chanda
focuses on the transition from the one-party rule to
multi-party democracy and the subsequent
demands on the political process and constitutional
changes, the emerging institutional democratic
changes and practises particularly as they relate to
the media, judiciary and national political parties.
a

In this discussion, Chanda leaves us

fundamental

with

as

the Zambian

one,

political state organisation where the people’s role
is more respected
more representative, more
authoritative, thereby marking a new level of state
organisation and political consciousness? He
urges us to note that he would like to believe the
latter, but is quick to note that a belief is not
,

enough.
Lloyd Sachikonye’s discussion on Zimbabwe
highlights the authoritarian characteristics on the
part of the Zimbabwean

State when dealing with

certain social movements. The major strategy the

contain the vibrancy

of civil society

of cooption of key groups such as
labour, students and the peasantry onto the state
the

use

apparatus. Zimbabwe’s case is instructive on how
the state behaves in the context of an ideological
shift and drive towards economic liberalisation

especially when its control is in the hands of a mUng
elite visibly transforming itself into a bourgeoisie
with a direct interest in capitalist accumulation.
The observations made by Sachikonye were
reiterated by Louis Masuko in his analysis of the

agricultural cooperatives in Zimbabwe. The
Zimbabwean experience has shown that there are
two main processes that are generated in the
development of cooperatives. First, cooperatives
develop to levels where new social relations are
cultivated and on this basis, greater worker control
over community resources is enhanced. On the
other hand, cooperatives succumb to the logic of
capital and remain in theambitofthe capitalist social
relations of production.
The book would have been richer

by covering

also the experiences ofLesotho, Botswana, Namibia
and Malawi. There is no

explanation for the non-

Southern African countries, and
certain statements in the conclusion do [xiint to the
existence of equally powerful and dynamic social
coverage of these

movements in

these countries. There is

no

doubt

that this book will be found useful

section of
more

by a wide crosspeople and it has potential to trigger

debates

on

the outcome of contestation

between various social forces and

perspectives.Q
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a

explain the maturity ofadi versi fied petty bourgeois
class, alternatingin state power, under a new pohtical
culture? Or does it indeed mark a new stage in

was

The United Nations and Apartheid

question when he asks: “does a

democratic transition such

state used to

FROM RACIST TYRANNY TO
MAJORITY RULE

ideological

more

The United Nations and Apartheid,

1948-1994
chronicles the international campaign against
apartheid and racial discrimination in South
Africa.

The book falls within the UN Blue

Books Series

designed to provide primary
research and reference tools to academics policy
makers, journalists and others interested in gaining
a deeper understanding of the UN work which
ranges from peace-keeping and conflict resolution
to

development and human rights.

The 565 page book is divided into two sections.
In section one, there is an overview highlighting
the

lOMay, 1994inaugurationofNelson Mandela

as

President of South Africa. This event signalled

a

historic transformation of

a

nation that had

been devilled by the inhumanity of Apartheid.

In
Secretary
General of the UN notes that “the inauguration
marked not merely the liberation of a country
from racist tyranny, but the triumph of the
aspiration of Africa for the total emancipation of
this section, Boutros Boutros Ghali,

the continent and the successful resolution of
one

of the gravest

problems that had faced the

United Nations from its very

inception. “(p3).
provided in this book is
presented in such a way that, however important
the role that the UN played in bringing South
Africa to freedom from racial domination, nothing
can take away the fact that it was the determination
of the South African people themselves to resist
The information

and overthrow racist domination that resulted in

victory for democracy and equality. The account
in this book traces the actions by the UN in support

of the

legitimate aspirations of the South African
people until apartheid was eliminated as a state
policy.
The book frankly notes that the long campaign
to support the liberation of South Africa posed
many challenges to the organization and taught
them many valuable lessons. It learned for
example, the meaning and implication of the
commitment member states had made when they
adopted the Charter of the United Nations and
the Declaration of Human Rights. Inpursuarance
of moral suasion, the UN learned also the value
of

pararell efforts by regional and sub-regional
organizations, both inter- and non-governmental.
Section two of the book is

a

testimony of the

than four decades of debate, evolution and

dynamic action - with hundreds of resolutions,
thousands of meetings and documents, scores of
conferences and seminars, as well as a great

variety of actions by the UN organs and agencies
promoting the international campaign against
apartheid. An extensive chronology and
bibliography of the UN documentation is provided,
also accompanied by texts from many of the most
important documents relating to the decisions and
in

activities recounted in the introduction.
It is

quite evident in this complication that the

UN made a significant contribution on the birth of
a new

South Africa and

even went

further to

its agencies in dealing with the new
challenges embodied in the African Nation
Congress’ (ANC) five year Reconstruction and
Development Programme released in April.
1994. Whilst the UN pledged through its
agencies and programmes to provide continued
support for the achievement of dignity, equal
rights and social progress for all the people of
South Africa, the biggest challenge for the South
Africans is the building of 1 million homes;
provision of clean water, sanitation and health
care to all, redistributing 30 per cent of the
farmland; developing an integrated system of
education and training that would provide
opportunities to all, including a 10 year
compulsory education cycle; and launching a
public works programme to create jobs.
The UN must be congratulated for producing
this book recounting the complex negotiations
and other processes leading to majority rule
prepare

within the framework of the UN. It is a welcome
an easily accessible archival
covering Resolutions of the General
Assembly and Security Council, and reports of
the UN Secretaries-General; International legal

contribution to
collection

instruments; historic text such
Charter of the ANC and

as

the Freedom

finally, statements by

President Nelson Mandela, Oli verTambo, Chief
Albert J. Luthuli and other

leading figures
including Mandela’s statement at the 1964 trial.
One hopes that this series of books will be
widely distributed as opposed to the situation
right now. The cost of acquiring them is beyond
the reach of many a people in the targeted
readership.Q
Sapem October, 1995

REVIEW

DEMOCRATISING THE UNITED NATIONS
Nathan Shamuyarira

T

HE UNITED Nations (UN) has gone
way towards fulfilling
ambitions and aspirations
a

long

humankind of our
It has

registered

Anniversary,

need to make efforts to

and

areas

we

of

success,

and to review

change those areas where it has failed. I will

enumerate some

of these

areas

below.

numbers
It is very
close to achieving universality in its membership,
no

universal peace.

vastly increased its authority and
legitimacy over the years. It is now the main
forum for expression of the national interests of
each and every member state, big or small, rich or
poor, developed or under-developed.
The voice of the people, or the moral force of
public opinion in the various states, is being heard
and felt in all the organs of the UN. With increased
democratisation and giobalisation. Governments
have to take into account the expressed wishes of
the

people.

While there are many people who may not like
the UN, or think it is ineffective, there is no other
viable alternative organisation

that can maintain a
minimum of international peace and security. For
the last half century, it has avoided a conflagration

issues, and advanced theculture ofdialogue
Even at the height of the cold war,
it kept the channels of communication open.
Progress has been made on the subject of
disarmament. After many fruitless efforts, finally
a special meeting of the General Assembly was
on many

and negotiations.

called in June, 1988 to discuss disarmament

seriously. The leaders of the super powers finally
agreed to begi n the complex and di fficult process of
actually destroyi ng nuclear weapons, and to examine
conventional weapons too. This is a major reversal
of previous policies.
The concept of peace and security has changed
in the last few decades to include economic
dev elopment and social welfare. Therefore, the UN
has taken

on

wider

responsibilities that

were

articulatxl in the Secretary-General’s very concise
and

comprehensive reports, “Agenda For Peace”,
and “Agenda For D.j elopmer"^”.
The thinking on the iiuming economic and social
issues of our times was deepened by the five
international conferences held on en viroi i nent and
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That meant

Since the fall of the Berlin wall, the UN has

membership has increased dramatically since
It has

world order.

broadened the

The

1989.

new

lives, and billions of dollars.

In the last 50 years, it has grown in
from 50 members in 1945 to 185 today.
but there is still

a

emphasis! ng the maki ng of peace rather than keep! ng
it, the acceleration of the disarmament negotiations,
taking firm steps towards achieving economic
justice. Although the phrase “the new world order”
meant different things to many people, the main
thmst was the prevention of a third world war in this
century. We have had two devastating world wars
involving 60 countries, and costing 50 million

areas, and
celebrate the 50th

As

we

established

generation.
success in certain

failure in others.
consolidate the

In the midst of conflicts and limited wars, the UN

the
of

degradation of the planet earth, the population
explosion, social development and poverty
alleviation, women indevelopment, and the summit
and charter

on

the children. The declarations at

these conferences raised many

issues that must be

the concern of our generation, especially those of us
who live and work in Africa. The
continent

seem

acute,

problems of our

serious, and persistent.

agenda of its activities to include the
promotion ofdemocracy and good government, and
the full enjoyment of fundamental human rights.
These issues focus on the security of people,
rather than the security of states.
While the UN is broadening its agenda, the
number of problems it faces in our changing and
various civil societies is also increasing. It faces
new problems such as the
denigration of the
environment, drag trafficking and consumption,
racism, poverty and unemployment. These factors
pause serious economic and social problems,
refugees, etc.
The

UN

has

faced

a

growing

international economic crisis

-

the

widening gap between the industrialised
and the developing nations as well as the
growing debt of developing countries. In
Africa, the marginalisationofthe continent
has continued, foreign i n vestment has gone
to Asia, or Europe, bypassing Africa.
About half of the world’s peoples still
leave below the poverty datum line with
most

of them in Africa.

One

area that has been expanded
enormously is that of peacekeeping. No
less than 60 (XK) troops are engaged in
peace keeping operations in different
countries. Some of these operations are

more

successful than others.

But, the diplomatic, political, and

military involvement of the UN in strifetom Tliird World countries has mostly
succeeded in keeping the warring parties
apart, and the level of conflict at a low ebb.
Zimbabwean troops have taken part, and
are still

taking part, in various peacekeeping
operations in Africa.
In addition to peacekeeping operations,
the UN has also been involved in

supervising

or conducting elections. It
has ensured the holding of free and fair
41
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elections, and thereby giving legitimacy to the

REGIONAL INTEGRATION IN

results.

region of Southern Africa, the UN played
a cmcial role in the elections in Mozambique,
Angola, and in South Africa. The ending of the
racial system of Apartheid in South Africa as well
as the emergency of a non-racial and democratic
In

our

SOUTHERN AFRICA
The Political

Economy of Botswana in SADCC— Balefi Tsie, Sapes
Books, Harare, 1995.

South Africa, was the culmination of a sustained

campaign against that system at the UN. The
campaign was reinforced by the imposition of

REVIEWED BY GAMPI MATHEBA

suspension of
the membership of the racist Apartheid regime.
The UN needs to make fundamental changes to
some

economic sanctions, and the

some

of its stmctures in order to meet the

SIE’S BOOK is

challenges of the 21st century. Zimbabwe played
a key role at the OAU in 1993/94 informulating the
African position on the restructuring of the UN.

highly scholarly and
approaches the
subject matter from a somewhat neoMarxist perspective, in the process critiquing

The African position touched on 3 areas where

conventional theories that have concerned

new

restructuring is being demanded by Africa:The first is the Security Council, This is the
main decision-making body ofthe UN system.
Although it has 15 members, the real decisions
are taken by the 5 permanent members, each
of whom has the power of veto. We would

—

like Africa, Asia and Latin America to be

we

on the Security Council. Also,
would like the veto power abolished on

the

ground that it is undemocratic, and it

represented

protects the 5 permanent members. We would
not mind Germany and Japan being put on the

Security Council if Africa, Latin America,
and the remaining parts of Asia are also made
members.
—

The second is the General

Assembly. We

would like the resolutions of the General

Assembly to be more thanjust declarations of
principles or intentions. They should be
binding on the member, as well as on the
Security Council itself. Using the Uniting for
Peace Resolution as a basis, the Assembly
should be empowered to mobilise the use of
force where and when necessary.
_

The third is theEconomic and Social
Council
This body as well as the
Specialised Agencies —UNESCO, WHO,
—

— should be
given greater autonomy than they already
have.
Furthermore, they should be
governed by their respective boards, and
not by the World Bank or the IMF, which
are dominated by 5 permanent members
(excepting China) Germany and Japan.
The ECOSOC and the Specialised
Agencies should be the main UN organs to
tackle the burning economic and social issues
already referred to above.
Finally, all member states should endeavour
to pay all their contributions in time. I am glad

ILO, UNICEF, FAO, etc

that Zimbabwe is one of the 78 countries that are
up to

42
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well researched. He

regard, Botswana,

seen
democratic alternative by

capital, became its

otherwise

schemes,

as

of

regional

Southern African

Development Coordination
(SADCC).

Conference

known.

The Political
Economy of
B o t s w
i n
S

å

n a

C C

Tsie’s book is divided into

eight chapters and the subjects
from precolonial
society; the colonial state; the
role of South African capital;

covered, range

external

relations

Nonetheless, Tsie

is somewhat

optimistic that

Botswana could somehow

achieve much out of the
Such a
organisation,
viewpoint could only be
arrived at illogically.
From his analysis, it is
obvious that a gain for one
SADCC

and the

home.

That the SADCC achieved very little in
terms of its stated objectives is quite well-

themselves with the wisdom
or

new

as a stable
international

member

is

not

unemployment crisis. The
section on the promise ofcollective self-reliance,
1980-1990 looks at the class and ideological

necessarily a gain for the
entire community of states.
For instance, Tsie attributes the growth of
Botswana’s textile industry not so much to

character of SADCC member-states. The

some

of the

chapters focus on specific case
studies, namely the textile and cattle
industries. In the latter industry, Tsie
rest

dissects the rise and consolidation of the
cattle-based

bourgeoisie, and its
relationship with the state when it comes to
externalising their business.
His analysis of Botswana’s economic
dependence, particularly within the
historical context of South

Africa’s

economic

hegemony, is compelling. Tsie
correctly makes the point that his country’s
already weak position was buttressed by
South Africa’s military and political
bullying.
However his description of Botswana’s

economic miracle, but to Zimbabwe’s

“runaway” firms who had relocated in that
country. These firms thereby took advantage
of lower production costs. That Botswana’s
industrial gain was not at the expense of the
Asian tigers is a truism. Nor did it lead to
substantial dependency reduction on the
North. Given the level of development,
Botswana’s “success” is not inconsequential
either. Nevertheless, the history of similar
economic schemes dictates that it is only
when member-states gain equally from a
regional scheme that it could expect to
survive.

Although the book has been overtaken
by events, namely, the independence of
South Africa, the transformation of SADCC

industrialisation fails to take into account

into

changes in the correlation of forces within
South Africa itself and globally. In the

the quest for PTA to establish a Common
Market for Eastern and Southern Africa

case

of the former, intensification of the

armed

struggle and popular uprisings
unsettled investors. With strident global
calls for the imposition of economic
sanctions, capital took flight. Although
research has still to be undertaken in this

a

development community (SADC) and

(COMESA), it provides

a rich resource base
for future research. One hopes that Tsie’s

book will be of great value to those seeking
to understand the individual member state

perception of what it meant to participate in
SADCC.a
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DEBATES & VIEWPOINTS

THE MATRILINEAL FACTOR
Dan Mdluli

p

ATRICIA MacFadden’s

interesting

article, ‘Ethnicity In Africa and African
female

No.l) touched

Authenticity’ {SAPEM Vol .8,
on some

serious

concerns,

the

most important for me being

the need to challenge
patriarchy. In challenging patriarchy she has
been subject to male attack and I hope I am not
starting that kind of personalized debate. My
interest is finding a solution to the problem of
patriarchy.
What did not come out clearly in MacFadden’s
article was her final solution to the male problem.
Many feminists leave us confused as to whether
they are against the male species or patriarchy.
Tliey often portray themselves as anti-men, antimarriage, anti-baby-nurturing, to the extent that
many people including women, think that this is
what feminism is all about.

Many feminists attack even the English
language for being male-centred and patriarchal.
They want to see terms changed to genderneutral for example, instead of “history”, it
should be “our story”. MacFadden uses the
gender-neutral terms. 1 am not going to be
bothered with recreating or liberating the English
language. To me it is just a tool. If “history” is
more understandable to a majority of people, I
shall see it as different from the two word “liis/
story”. Why, even the term “women” has a root
unmistakenly male. Feminists proudly say “I’m
woman”. The way round to the problem is to
view it in reverse, i.e. “wo” as the root, not

prefix, and “man”

suffix. You can say the
same with the word “female”. Why then should
I bother with “his story”? The English language
is patriarchal to the core, and there is nothing you
can do about that. When gangrene has set in, you
can amputate up to the upper leg, but not the
as a

stamach.

McFadden

sees

the

patriarchal problem in

societies, obviously concluding that European
socieities were more complex and advanced.
White people do not refer to the warring ethnic
group of Yugoslavia and Russia as tribes,
McFadden is

aware

Africa.
There is

usually confusion

matrilineal and matriarchal,

matrilineal with all attendant factors:

matrilocal, matri-noma (last name). African
societies had evolved

matrilineality for simple

The transformation from matrilocal,
matri-noma to patrilocal, patri-noma was
reasons.

simply a matter of security and protection
abounding lustful males. Similarly
polygamy evolved out of the necessity of
providing this kind of shelter to unwedded
from

women

welded into tradition.

were

originally matrilineal. In fact all humanity was
originally Black, i.e. African. This is quite a
paradox, considering polygamy and patrilocal
nature

of African societies.

The

paradox explains the complex nature of
African societies: it is no wonder why the
demigods of anthropology saw only simple
Sapem October. 1995

on the terms
well as patrilineal

patriarchal. Matrilineal may refer to the
tracing of descent through the female line;
matriarchy means female dominance and

is how far back in

societies to learn that African societies

as

and

Africa as traditional and historical. The question

history can you raise this
issue? Probably, this does not interest some
analysts. It would surprise many who were
brought up in colonial and neo-capitalist African

of the matrilineal

beginnings of African societies, in fact of all
humanity. But I am afraid she misses the point
when she considers matrilinity primitive. She
once wrote that “one could identify similar
expression in all existing African languages,
regardless of the persistence of matrilineal
systems in few isolated instances”, referring to
the idiomatic expressions of patriarchy. This
statement points to a fact that the African
matrilineal societies were overpowered by
patriarchal hegemony. 1, therefore, differ with
her persistent reference to historical existence of
African patriarchy. My view is that patriarchy
was imposed on Africa, and therefore could be
eliminated or neutralised. Patriarchy in Africa is
a monster of colonialism, capitalism, Islam and
Catholicism. It is a social system that is still
young in Africa considering the 100 000 years of
Black people’s existence compared to the 2 000
years of the spread of Islam and Catholicism in

who outnumbered

men.

This

was

So in the strategy of
women it soon became clear that the male of the

species were dispensable, bom to fight and die.
Patrilocal and patri-noma in all respects
introduced patrilineality. In Africa the patrilineal
system did not evolve to patriarchy. The husband
was out-numbered by his wives who were
obligated to the man’s mother. This arrangement
ensured that matrilineality stripped of matrilocal,
matri-noma co-existed with patrilineality.
Nowadays, the operative meaning of
matrilineality is the importance ofone’s mother’s

lineofthekins, not matri-noma. Hence,extended
families in African societies have

a ‘queen
mother gets high
profile at the level of royalty. This concept does
not mean matriarchy.
Archaeology does not
reveal the existence of Amazon women species.
The female of the species among most animals,
especially primates is smaller in physical stature
but, not necessari ly weaker. Of course, the battle
between the sexes made men fight for control
through physical violence; this was always
mitigated by the “queen mother”. Hence womenbeaters were subject to punishment by society.
But with the victory of the invading patriarchy,

mother’. This idea of the queen

African

men soon

believed that their dominance

always their right, i.e. traditional.
Conditions in Europe forced a system of one-

was

man

one-wife; which later became

carried into

a

tradition

Christianity.

We thus contrast the
fact that in Africa, the male pays dowry, while
among Afrians it is the female who pays dowry.
In Africa women were valued higher; in Europe
male children were reared like golden geese. We
are aware

that the Bible

was

transparent on

polygamy with chief characters being lawfully
polygamist; the Koran, basing itself on the Bible,
also approved of polygamy.
It was claimed that capitalism liberates women
from patriarchy. This is an irony because in
Africa, capitalism nurtures patriarchy. Only
high class women get free as was the case with,
aristocratic women, lowclass women incapitalist
society will remain downtrodden, despite feverish
battles against the individual male and rebellion
against marriage and baby nurturing. In Africa,
baby nurturing and home-caring was a matter of
division of labour. Children belong to the woman,
hence you hear very little of custody battles in
Africa, exceptfor Muslim Africa. Reneging and
defaulting on maintenance seem to be engendered
by capitalist alienation and deprivation. Hence
in the capitalist world cooking^gets respectability
when it is the chefital’s cooking, otherwise it is
considered a chore, something which oppresses
women.

In any

get-together, be it

funeral, the

a

party, marriage or

the meals, while
husbands, hang around waiting to eat, to
be fed. Of course, they assist in any task other
women

prepare

men,

than

cooking: bringing in supplies, making
a family the man waits to be fed

fire, etc. In

like the children, hence the need to combat

patriarchy.Q
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TANZANIA: ELECTIONS WITHOUT
DEMOCRACY
Horace Campbell

o

N OCTOBER 22 and 29, Zanzibar and

exiled Tanzanian

Tanganyika voters went to the polls
for the first multiparty elections

once

since 1965.
More than ten

new

political parties contested

the elections together with the ruling Chama Cha

Mapinduzi (CCM).
Contrary to CCM’s long-standing policy of
socialism and self-reliance, its government had
to rely on foreign donors to finance the entire

including voter registration,
financing political parties, printing ballot papers,
financing election monitors and local observers
along with financing an elaborate campaign of
electoral process,

voter

education.

politician and academic, who
attempted to lift
the ideological level of the campaign by his
association with the NCCR Mageuzi, but even
the nature of his association with this party could
not convince the poor that his relationship was
not similar to the other opportunistic alliances
which characterized the other parties.
There was everything that represented the
politics of retrogression; the politicization of
ethnicity, regionalism and religion. Parties openly
campaigned oh the basis of winning votes
according to religious affiliation, thus quickly
turning Mosques and Churches into sites of
politics during the campaign.
served in the government,

If

anything, the elections also served to
highlight the growing distance between the CCM
and the Tanzanian people, who in the past
constituted the party’s power base.
Rather than being seen as part of a wider

of democratization of the Tanzanian
society, the elections were portrayed by the
government as a political liberalization process
that was necessary to cement the economic

There
the

was even no

mention of any plan for

reorganization of traditional healing to

meet the needs of those without access to
health

care.

by involvement in petty trade and hustling.
The old ideas of

measuring the cost of living
1990, when the International
Labour Organization (ILO) demonstrated that
the monthly income of the working poor was less
than US$1 per month.
As a result of the growing poverty level, the
recent years have seen a sharp Increase in the
rural-urban influx particularly of women, who
see salvation only by joining the informal sector.
It was this sector of the population which the
opposition targeted, not to seek better ways of
increasing productivity and reorganize the
economy, but in a populist manner to exploit the
insecurities among this group, especially by
pointing out that it was the minority Asian
business community who had benefited from the
index disappeared in

liberalization of the economy.
The indices of poverty were

clear. The

distinction between the international consultants,

donors, assorted briefcase business persons,
Asian traders and money launderers and the vast

process

majority of the people could be seen in the new
patterns of consumption on the one hand, and
hunger and poor health on the other.
In a period when thousands died of Aids and

massive confusion and chaos

politics had been corhipted to the
corruption broke the spirit of
cooperation and solidarity which had always
distinguished Tanzania. It was ironic that all of
the parties campaigned on a platform of fighting
corruption.
In fact, those who had been most corrupted by

which resulted in a delayed announcement of the

the old traditions of liberalization and open

care

results in Zanzibar and a suspension of the whole

markets

of any

liberalization which since 1986 the International

Monetary Fund, the World Bank and other donors
have regarded as the panacea to the country’s
economic ills.
The result

was

election in Dar-es-Salaam.

change in Tanzania has not involved
efforts to end exploitation of the vast majority,
called in popular parlance as Lalafioi (those who
do heavy manual labour). For the vast majority
of Tanzanians, democracy for meant access to
water, an end to land grabbing by political
careerists and bureaucrats, and to forced
Political

cultivation of cash crops.
The pomp that accompanied

Tanzanian

core.

The

the

campaigning the loudest
against corruption. Those wno were the most
commandist, coercive and an ti-democratic within
their own parties attempted to exploit the popular
revulsion against unemployment, child labour,
prostitution and poverty.
Ub«ralizatlon and Corruption in Tanzania
were

ones

The 1986 agreement with the IMF
the Tanzanian

committed
government to a massive

the electoral

burdens

and medicine. There

to

health

out

contagious. The World bank pumped
figures to show how Tanzanians were better

off

as a

result of its economic liberalization

the increase in user fees for health and education,
the removal of subsidies and the denationalization

alternatives to

of the economy.
The impact on

corruption, and the consultancy
syndrome, the Bank orchestrated studies on
“poverty alleviation”.
But the reality was so different that the

on

who lack any

tradition of

For
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a

than 25 million Tanzanians.

short

period Abdulrahman Babu, an

the handling of the doctors strike

could be

in the numberof sweat shops employing workers

more

mention

one of the more progressive element of the
CCM showed the extent to which commandism

narratives of the need for a “free market”, and
of the

was even no

by

failed to address the real issues affecting the lives

was

the

care.

If anything,

class has intensified and there has been an increase

campaign

on women as

plan for the reorganization of traditional
healing to meet the needs of those without access

confined to the

Most of the

devolved

expenditure, none of the
parties spoke of the democratic right to health

the poor has been profound.
Many parents can no longer afford to send their
children to school. Exploitation of the working

state power.

were

state reduced social

programmes. In order to occppy the intellectuals
and to divert their attention from thinking of

devaluation of the national currency, the Shilling,

campaign itself exposed a new style in Tanzanian
politics. Most opposition parties were mere
conglomerations of indi viduals bent on achieving

more

form of organisation. Working
people increased their exposure to exploitation

consultants could not agree among themselves
as to the extent of the manipulation ofthe statistics
the

rear

success

its

of liberalization. It

was

this very

manipulating figures which was to
head in the counting of votes and in the
Sapem October. 1995
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distribution of ballot papers.
In this sense, the election campaign was carried
out in a climate

of

deep insecurity by differing

classes and strata. At the top of the society was
the small strata of African would-be-capitalists

of CUF in Zanzibar had been

formerly a Prime
Minister in the Zanzibar government (while the
Presidential candidate of CUF on the mainland.
Dr. Lipumba, had been an economic adviser to

the

the President when state house had become

health, safety and minimum wages. The CCM

a

and Asian importers/traders in alliance with
foreign donors.
This small group has colluded with the IMF
and other donors to shift society away from the
egalitarian principles which had made Tanzania
a beacon in Africa during the period of the
liberation struggle in Southern Africa.
With no exception, all of the contesting parties

on the basis that the terms of
the Union should be re-negotiated and that the

linked to different branches of local and

number of Union matters had been increased

were

foreign capitalists and were unanimous on
privatization, regardless of its social and political
implications. All of them were paid a specific
sum to contest the elections. In one
constituency
in Zanzibar, three brothers competed for three
different parties, meaning that a single family
received three subventions from the state..
To many Tanzanians, the quest for democracy

surpassed the
more

mere

formal act of choosing from
they wanted health care,

than one political;

education

,

medicine, clean water and food.

When in 1992 the government setup theNyali
Commission to find out the views of the people
on

the future of the political system in the country,

of the

striking findings was that 77.2
percent of the population preferred a continuation
of the one party system, but had wanted
fundamental changes in the single party system.
one

most

The Commission had identified what

was

known in the

society, that the one party state had
undermined popular participation, had used
government resources for its own survival, that
the CCM had extended hegemonic control over
the army and the civil service and that there was
need to deepen the independence of the judiciary.
The most important finding ofthe Commission
was

that the tensions between the mainland and

Zanzibar had intensified because

den of

corruption and the politicization of

religion.

entrenched in the

society
major parties campaigned on the
the voters were unthinking. In this
so

that all of the

basis that
sense,

the election carried forward the

undemocratic traditions of the

Karume.

been conceived in 1964 by Nyerere and Karume.

CUF campaigned on the basis
they would develop the economy. No party
was able to explain what
they would do with an
economy which had depended on cloves, where
the poor peasants had neglected the industry
because the government paid them less than one
third the world price.
The poor peasants of Zanzibar were fiercely
partisan to the CCM while the peasantry from
Pemba were supportive of CUF. It was this deep
division in the society which led some political
analysts to call for a government of national
unity in Zanzibar.

CUF

campaigned

without consultation between the Union and
Zanzibar.
The

position of CUF

that the Union
the basis of creating
three governments, a Union government, a
Tanganyika mainland government and a
Zanzibar government. This was consistent with
the African Charter on human rights which
declared that the principle of self determination
for all peoples should be safeguarded.
As a sovereign entity, Zanzibar and Pemba
were open to suggestions that the Union treaty
should be revised without breaking the close
relationship between the peoples of Tanzania.
Progressive Pan-Africanists inside and outside
of Tanzania supported the demand for three
governments, because in the long run, this self
would be

strengthened

was

on

determination would have

to be

elaborated

as

the

region moves towards greater integration,
both in the context of the pressures to revive the
East African Community
to

and in the longer term

break down all borders in Africa. The issue of

the Union remains

one

of the most contentious

issues and is in demand of open

democratic

solutions.
The demand for democratic discussion

undermined

was

by the

way in which the campaign
carried forward. In the registration process,

political culture.
campaign and the

was

devise

to disenfranchise large
population. Because of the
mobility of the island population, the Zanzibar
government attempted to use spurious residence
requirements to prevent participation in the
to

measures

election.
The allocation of

for the campaign

the CUF and the CCM. The leaders of both

areas.

manifest in the

platforms in Zanzibar.
The Elections in Zanzibar

The eiections in Zanzibar
sense

were

historic in the

that the

existed before the

parties had been leaders in the CCM. The leader
Sapem October. 1995

The opposition

that

The

Voting in Zanzibar

The elections in Zanzibar should have been
easier in logistical terms. There were less than
400 000 voters and the distances in Zanzibar and

Pemba

were not

great. Despite this factor, there

logistical problems. The most
significant was the late arrival of ballot boxes,
especially to those constituencies where it was
felt that there was strong support for the
were numerous

opposition.

Polling officers and party election agents
exposed the kind of cooperation and solidarity
which was absent from among the leaders of the
parties. The poor brought out benches, chairs
and tables in the rural

furniture

to

were not

present'.

areas

where the basic

support the ballot boxes and papers

The voters stood in the

pouring rain for hours

waiting to vote, while the bureaucrats used this
as the excuse for the late
delivery of election
materials. In some areas, voting ended after 9.00
pm. Again, the poor brought out candles and
lamps so that the counting could take place.
By the time- the results were announced on
October 26, the opposition had declared that they

delayed because the Electoral Commission
attempting to rig the vote. The CCM won the

were
resources

political pluralism which had
period of multipartyism
emerged in the context of the competition between

was most

periods after the Zanzibar

experiments of social engineering under Sheik

disadvantaged the opposition. The CCM
candidates campaigned with the full resources
of the government with the use of the radio and
the television as the most outstanding examples.
While the transition to multi-partyism had led to
a plethora of newspapers, with a number of them
sympathetic to the opposition, it was the radio
which had the most important impact in the rural

This

the citizens to remember the

against the background of the

was

sections of the

obedience had been

on

undemocratic

undemocratic nature in which the Union had

and the establishment of

commission, but the traditions of political

candidate called

rights for

revolution when there were positive and negative

the CCM and the Zanzibar government attempted

constitutional

Export Economic Zones

where workers did not have basic

important aspect of the elections in

problems were
not democratically dealt with. The Nyali Report
had recommended changes to a multiparty system
a

All parties campaigned on the

process.

and the increase of

most

The most
Zanzibar

new

basis of bringing new investments from the Gulf

The campaign fully exposed the

was

Presidential

race with 50.6 per cent
to 49.4
percent of the opposition, while in the

Parliamentary elections the CCM had emerged
with 26 seats against the opposition’s 24. Whether
the opposition was justified in its allegations, the
behaviour of the commission lent credence to the
claim of an electoral fraud.

In the confusion that ensued, some opposition

parties called for
limitationsof

a

boycott of the mainland

elections on October 29. International observers
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pointed out that they were unclear as to why
there was a delay. The massive monitoring
exercise which included representatives from
theCommonwealth, theOAU, the United Nations
and the USA could not guarantee that the elections
were

free and fair.
The Mainland Elections

was a

population of 27 million in a
country which is bigger than Britain, France and
Germany together. The distribution of ballot
boxes and voting materials during the period of
one party ism had been smooth and the whole
experience of elections was not new to Tanzania.
However, these were elections without
democracy and in those days, the election officers
were still committed to the principles of Ujamaa
of

and those who want to

of Africa. The results of the elections will expose
which of the

The chaos of the 1995 Tanzanian elections is

opposition parties in Tanzania is
political pluralism. The survival
and the development of a viable opposition will
be an important aspect of the transition from the
one party dictatorship to a new set of political

challenge to distinguish between those who

relations.^

the basis of the solid traditions of antiimperialism and Pan-Africanism.
a

simply interested in attaining state power
struggle for the
democratization of society and the independence
were

Benjamin

Mkapa, retreated from the party’s progressive
traditions and tried to reassure Western capital
that the party would not return to the ideas of
self-reliance. Not once did Mkapa appeal to the

dress rehearsal for the elections

in the mainland. There were over 9 million
voters out

development industry.
The CCM Presidential candidate,

poor on

The chaotic distribution ofthe ballot boxes for
Zanzibar

in

interested in

a

CALL FOR CONTRIBUTIONS
"CSSAV OF THC MONTH"

and self reliance.

had not been distributed in the
capital where there were over 700 000 registered
Ballot papers

FOft SOUTH€IIM/l€VI€UI

voters.

The

opposition which could not unite during

the campaign, united in their call upon the courts
to declare the

election null and void. Those who

financed the elections were placed in a quandary,

since the clear breakdown of the distribution

of

ballot papers and the failure of the exercise had
shown that the millions of dollars spent on

financing observers,
processing and computation had been spent in
vain. The donors
had supported both the
opposition and the ruling party because they

education for democracy,

wanted to

ensure

that whatever party won

the

election. Western interests would take priority
over the interests of the dignity and livelihood of
the poor Tanzanian.
Towards a Now Mod* of Politics

The elections in Tanzania have
fact that
answer

multipartyism in itself cannot be the

to the

means to

exposed the

crisis of authoritarianism or the

bring about emancipative politics.

The failure of the whole electoral process

has

led those hostile to Africa to say that if Tanzania
cannot hold an

election, then the situation in

Africa is bleak. But the elections in Tanzania
could have been more

meaningful if the process

registration and identification had been
simplified so that voters did not feel like strangers
in their own society.

of

The elections in Tanzania have shown that

where popular
participation is marginal. There was no party
which highlighted the rights of women.
Ironically, one of the old CCM stalwarts, Gertrude
Mongela, was chairperson of the Beijing
Conference on women. The women’s wing of
the CCM functioned as an instrument for
there

can

be no democracy

inviting scholars and academics ta contribute articles
Month" column in the Reviem Section oP
our mogozine, Southern African PoIttNal andSronomIt
UJc
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Por the "Cssoy of Iho

Monthly (SHPSM).

enhancing the liveliness oP the magazine
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and
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a modest honororio being oPPered, pleose note
result oP tight selectian oP such manuscripts, the

In addition to
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leading magazine on Africa!

silencing women operating the lucrative women
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NEWSLETTER

Compiled by Thomas Deve

CELEBRATING OUR 8TH ANNIVERSARY
In the

inaugural issue of SAPEM (October 1987), it was noted that “The

last decade in particular has witnessed a concerned effort by

progressive
and radical African scholarship to assert itself and thereby begin the
process of developing its own paradigm with regard to the analysis and
characterisation of the African Condition.... But SAPEM will seek

bridge between intellectuals and the
forum for debate and analysis of the
major issues and developments in our
sub-region and beyond”.
create a

When

one

reflects

on

mass

to

base, providing a

from

On

the

occasion

of

8th

our

Anniversary, it is pertinent that we reflect
on

this discussion and contributions from

this

workshop. It
our

was reaffirmed that
critics often label the journal

“political” and “academic”, its
analysis should remain basically more
informed, transcending mere criticism,
identifying the historical, political and

the above

socio-economic factors that are the cause

doubt that SAPEM has gone

of

long way towards fulfilling those stated
objectives despite the numerous obstacles
a

underdevelopment

colonialism, highlighting

and neothe social

forces that constitute the basis for

change and transformation, and
indicating and clarifying the means whereby given political and economic
goals can best be attained, in the context of historical and social realities
of which even the scholar is an integral part. These sentiments reiterated

and hurdles encountered in the process.
In an endeavour to strengthen its output
and consolidate the niche SAPEM has
carved for itself in the world of

the call Ibbo Mandaza, SAPEM's Editor-in chief made in his 5th

publications, SAPEM hosted a special
meeting on the occasion of SARIPS,
1995 annual colloquium held in Harare,
Zimbabwe, where for the first time, its contributors met to chart a new
course for the journal. Whilst the traditional catchment areas of writers
represented by SARIPS heads of divisions. Dr Pat MacFadden (Gender),
Prof. Chinyamata Chipeta (Economic Policy Division), Dr Patrick
Molutsi (Governance) and Dr Ibbo Mandaza (International Relations)
emphasized the role SAPEM can play to remain relevant to the progressive
African Social Science Community, most journalists present felt that the
language and style of presentation for the material churned out by
academics requires that simpler versions be made available in order for
the

masses to access the journal. This in
reality spoke to the issues of
marketing the journal, visibility beyond the libraries, reformulation of
subscriptions targeting strategies and finally, a need for more interaction
between SARIPS researchers network and journalists contributing articles
for publication in SAPEM, in order to broaden the collaboration base and
thus impact on the information

dissemination process.
In this

analysis

too

challenges eight years later
the day they were pronounced,
no

news

perspective.

whilst

mission and
there is

feeding SAPEM with the

meeting, journalists, heads of

Anniversary message wherein he notes that this should be the role of
such journals as SAPEM. Further, While also
seeking to interact with the
mass base and the
policy-makers, they should avoid the tendency of the
popular newspaper/magazines, some of which have been sustained by
sensationalism.

On the occasion of our 8th Anniversary, it is important that we share
of the calls made by those present in the SAPEM
precolloquium
workshop which in our opinion saved as a celebration of our being in
existence for the past eight years and success in
some

mobilising those writers

whose presence in our midst will enhance a more incisive intervention
of the debate on the media, state and
democracy in Southern Africa, by
media practitioners themselves. It is our hope that,
projects of this nature
will uplift the standards of debate in this
region and open up new

opportunities for challenging the existing knowledge base and projected
media ethics, (see appended Harare Media Declaration 1995)
It is

our hope that we will in our endeavour to reach out,
strengthen
subscriptions base, improve our marketing and strive for more
visibility beyond our traditionally
targeted audience. These matters will
our

demand that we utilise the most effective

divisions and SAPEM Editorial staff

channels

spent a whole day reviewing the two

participation in the democratisation of
information processes through the use of

sections of the

journal, namely the

of communication

and

SAPEM News and The Southern Review.

electronic mail and other related

Most contributors

developments.

course

and

sought to chart a new
project a framework where

both sections of the

magazine would

neatly blend or alternatively, create more
forums where the academics who

predominantly write for The Review can
interact more intensively withjournalists

Safes Newsletter October. 1995

We also take this
work

of

opportunity hail the

partners, donors,
contributors, SAPEM staff and all who
have supported our activities thus giving
our

of purpose and encouragement
continue with our work.

us a sense

to

47

THE HARARE MEDIA DECLARATION 1995

SAFES
SEMINAR SERIES CLUB

The year

1995 marks a new chapter in the media in the Souhtem
African Region or the SADC region as is is better known; with
the attainment of democracy in South African continent and the

per year.

sub-region in particular.
The end of the apartheid in South Africa poses some interesting
challenges on the media in the region at large in the sense that i t alos
marks the end of the journalism of patronage as journalists no
longer have to see themselves as duty bound to embrace and

of high-level,

patronise the former liberation movements.

inviting you tö Join the SAFES Seminar
Series club whose Membership fee stands at Z$250
We are

Benefits will include free access to a series
wide-ranging debates in the vein of the
highly successful Policy Dialogue seminars which
are held at SAFES every month. Other benefits of
membership will include a free copy of all
publications emanating from these seminars, plus a
cegy ^tSqighem Africa Political and Economic

Issues at stake

those of human

rights vis-a-vis the
peristant failure of governments of the region to recognise the role
of the media in a democratised society.
The struggle for the attainment of democracy per se i n the region
calls for both the participation of governments and the media itself,
as

now

are

the fourth estate.

fields for a joint participation of the media
compromise between the media and
the state in achieving democracy which promotes transparency,
accountability, participation and the recognition of basic human
To level the playing

We

are

developing a hospitality centre where you

will be able to socialise ånd brainstorm vwth resource
persons

of various backgrounds after every seminar.
Please contact:
Dr. Ibbo Mandaza,

The Executive Director of SAPES/SAREPS
for further details on

Tet 727875/790815
or

call at No. 4 Deary Avenue

Belgravia

and the state, this calls for a

liberties.

colloquium hosted by the Southern African
Regional Institute for Policy Studies (SARIPS) at the Sheraton
Hotel in Harare, Zimbabwe, saw the emergence of a regional
media association which aims at the upliftment and strengthening
of the regional media relations and the flow of accurate and factual
The 1995, annual

information.
This is in line with Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of

Rights, which precisely states that: “Everyone has the
right to freedom of opinion and expression; this right includes
freedom to hold opinions without interference and to seek, receive
and impart information and ideas through any media regardless of
Human

frontiers”.

from ail the SADC
Angola, Botswana, Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambique,
Mauritius, Namibia, South Africa, Swaziland, Tanzania, Zambia
and Zimbabwe, have formed the SADC Association of Journalists
It is in line with declaration that journalists

CONFERENCE SERVICES
having problems in convening your
sub-region? i
SAFES Trust regional head office organises
conferences, workshops and seminars in any country
of the sub-region on a commercial basis. We charge
a commission fee of IS percent of total cost
Direct all your enquiries to:
Are you

states,

(SAJ).

conference in the

The Administrator

Deary Avenue, Belgravia
SAFES Trust Regional Office
P.O. Box MP 111, Mt Pleasant
Harare, Zimbabwe

4

Tel: 263-4-727875
Fax: 263-4-732735
Telex; 26464 AAPS ZW
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It is in this principle that we have adopted the

1995 Harare Media

Declaration, reinforcing a similar declaration passed in Namibia,
known as the Windhoek Declaration of 1992.
We wish to reiterate the peristantly echoed call for press
freedom, recognition of the role of the press in the dissemination
of information without fear or favour, in the entire region.
We have noted with grave concern the perisitant harrassment,
intimidation and interference of state in qjerations ofjournalists in

region. We call upon states in the region, such as Swaziland,
Angola, Zimbabwe, Zambiaand Lesotho to recognise the role ofthe
press in the governance of states. It is in this spirit of regional cooperation that we urge these states to desist from such practises and
be in line with the democratic principles enshrined in Article 19.
For SADC to achieve its goals, heads of state should revisit and
interrogate the concept of the media vis-a-vis the national duty
the

We also urge SADC, the SADC Governing
plight of the media and the role it has
to play in marketing both the plans and the achievements of the
organisation. □
it

performs.

Council to consider the
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