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THE HUMAN RIGHTS QUESTION
SAFES TRUST

THE international human

rights movement-particularly Amnesty
it has
enhanced our consciousness of human rights issues in the
contemporary world. Year after year. Amnesty International in
pailicular has drawn attention tohuman rights violations worldwide,
singling out regimes and highlighting key issues in this regard.
The 1995 Report, therefore, also helps to set the tone for the
forthcoming United Nation's Conference on Women to be held
this September in Beijing, highlighting the extent to which women
continue to be targeted for state repression.
"In a world racked by violence, women face rape, mutilation and
International has

to

be commended for the effective way

death at the hands of armed

men

remain invisible. Their tales

...

Yet all too often these

heard. Their

women

plight is hidden
by the sheer scale of the tragedies.”
Now. there is hardly a society that remains untouched by the
human rights crusade. Even in Africa wherein there remains the
tendency in many quarters to regar d human rights movements as
less “home-grown" than externally inspired, no government can
afford to ignore them.
This is partly because African governments are particularly
vulner able to Western conditionality on the basis of which donor
aid is withheld or reduced until an African country improves its
human rights record. However, as has been pointed out in the
Perspectives column herein, the politics of Western
conditionality - including the fact that many human rights
groups ar e donor funded - also have the effect of concealing the
organic yearnings for democracy and human rights in
contemporary African society.
More often than not. those among us so keen to discuss human
rights groups as largely foreign-control led satellites are also those
wishing to conceal human rights violations at home. And more
often than not. human rights groups are composed of individuals
who are the most patriotic if also because their commitment to the
cause is based on either personal experiences as victims of human
rights abu.ses or a genuine consciousness of such social ills. These
individuals include amongst the most committed of trade unionists,
women activists, academicians, students and other
community
and political leaders. Some of them have been key catalysts in the
process of change and development in Africa.
The human rif’lits c/iiestion is fimily part and parcel of the
political and economical process in Africa. Therefore, we have to
consider how best to bring this message home to all in our society
than relegating it to an addendum of political and social discourse.
On their part, human rights groups and related NGOs must seek
to institutionalise a human rights culture in our societies, through
human rights education and such otheractivities as will empower
and enhance every citizen's social consciousness of hi.s/her
rights.□
Sapf.m July. 1995
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Omovimentointemacional

dosdireitoshumanos—particulurmente
pela fonna eficaz como
tern clevado a nossaconsciencia .sobre que.stöes de direitos hunianos
no inundo contemporaneo. Ano apos ano. a Amnistia Intemacional
ein particular tern chamado ä atengäo
quanto ä violar^'ac dos direitos
huinanos em todo o mundo. particularizando regimes e iluininando
questöes chave nesta ärea. O relatörio de 1995, portanto, tainbem
ajudaapor emperspectivaapröximaConferénciadasNa(j'öesUnidas
sobre a Mulher a ter lugarein Setembroem Beijing, ilustrando atéque
ponto a mulher tern sido alvo e vi'tima da repressäo do estado.
"Nuin mundo afectado pela violencia, as mulheres enfrentam a
a

Amnistia Intemacional deve sereniulada

viola^'ao, mutila^'oes
inesmo

e a morte nas maos

assim, muitas

vezes estas

de homens amiados

.

.

.

mulheres pennanecem invist'veis.

As suas estorias

nao sao ou vidas. A suacondi9äoé
ocultadapela mera
tragédias.”
Agora, nao hä nenhuma socicdade que nao lenha sido atingida pela

escala das

encruzilhada do movimento dos direitos humanos. Me.smo em Africa
onde ainda continua

a tendencia em muitos sectbres de olhar
para os
movimentos dos direitos humanos como menos “representati vos” da

sociedade do que exterionncnte
se dar ao luxo de os ignorar.
Isto é

em

vulneraveis

inspirados. nenhum govcmo podera

parte porque os govemos africanos sao particulannente

condifoes impostas pelo ocidente na base das quais a
ajuda é retida ou reduzida até que urn pais africano melhore o seu
quadro de direitos humanos. Contudo. tal como vein referido num
artigo contido neste numero, a politica das condi^des rxridentais —incluindo o facto de que muitos grupos de direitos humanos sfto
as

financiados pordoadores—tambémtemoefeitodeocultaraorigem

organica dos clarnores pela democracia
sociedade africana contemporanea.
Iniimeras vezes, aqueles que cntre

e

direitos humanos

na

nö.s säo täo afins de discutir os

grupos de direitos humanos como organiza^öes satélites controladas
do estrangeiro säo os mesmos que pretendem ocultar as v iola9öes dos

direitos humanos

a nivel intenio, E frequentemente, os grupos de
direitos humanos saocompostos de indivtduos que säo muito patriotas
me.smo

que o .seu

empenho

.se

deva

a

exper'iencias pes.soais

como

vitimas de abusos aos direitos humanos ou a uma consciencia genuina
de tais problemas

socials. E.stes individuos incluem entreeles osmais

dedicados sindicalistas, activistas do movimento femininista.

academicos, estudantes

e outros

lideres politicos e comunitarios.

Alguns haviam sido catalizadores
de.senvolvimento
A que.stao

em

no processo

de mudan9a

e

de

Africa.

dos direitos humanos é firmemente parte integrante do

proce.s.so pol iticoe economico em Africa. Portanto, temos deconsiderar
como melhor trazer esta mensagem para mais proximo da nossa
sociedade do que relegä-la ä adenda do discurso pol iticoe social. Do seu

lado,
area

os grupos de direitos huimutos e outras ONGs envolvidas nesta
devem prtx’urar institucionalizar uma cultura de direitos humanos

nas nossas

socieades,

atraves da

tais outras acti vidades que

educa9äo sobre direitos humanos e
iraodar poderes e melhorarem acon.sciencia

social de cada cidadno sohre

ns seus

direitos individiiais-G

mean

LETTERS

of the
part of Africa."? The truth
of the matter is that Sudan is governed
by a clique of Islamic fundamentalists
who do not allow people in the Sudan to
profess other religions. Roric is a Catholic
bishop who has been bought by the
fundamentalists as a window dressing,
Middie East; is

architecture that

an

can

be used

as a

design for an airport? The only concept
of an airport that is really true
representation of Zimbabwean culture
that I

can

think of is two lines of huts with

red soil

landing strip in the middle
(because even the tarmac is not
representative of our true culture).

a

when he said, "we want to show

the Africans that Sudan is not port

Godfrey Nyati
Bulawayo
Zimbabwe

in order to lure those who are less

knowledgeable about the Sudan into
believing that the government in
Khartoum tolerates and accepts
different religious groups. For example,
Sudanese ambassadors abroad who are

Christians, do not receive their salaries in
the last 10 months of their tour of
Their salaries

SOUTHERN RWANDA, ALL TUTSI IN

Khartoum, so that they should never

NORTHERN RWANDA

attempt to defect. We should at no
point allow ourselves to be deceived
into believing
that the Islamic

The

TACKLE CORRUPTION HEAD ON

Congratulations for your courage in
launching the debate over corruption.
However, your issue on the Political
Economy of Corruption (SAPEM, Vol. 8,
No. 9, June 1995), although an excellent
indigenous view of the extent to which
corruption has crippled our fragile
economies, the way it takes place and
who gets involved in it. It also showed
you being too cautious to tackle the
issues of corruption head on. It would
be unfair for me to blame you for that,
as I am very much aware of the risks of
refribution that you face. But let us face
it, every minister, deputy minister,
in
our
permanent secretary
government is corrupt. Just look at
important projects such as the cellular
phones, the airport expansion, etc.,
being stalled just because different
people receive kickbacks from different
companies.
Who in the best frame of mind, can

delay the construction of an airport
under the pretext that the design
presented does not have a
Zimbabwean character?

Since when has Zimbabwe

produced

duty.
kept for them in

PUT ALL HUTU IN BURUNDI AND

present inter-ethnic war in Burundi is
something which grieves the whole of
Africa, and more especially the people
who come from thaf part of Central and
East Africa. That the violence in Burundi
should

occur

at this moment, after the

recent bloodshed in Rwanda,
most of us,

surprises
in that people would have at

least learnt some lessons. A viable solution
would be for the Hutu group

— which is
larger than the Tutsi in both countries
—to inhabit Burundi and part of Southern
Rwanda. All the Tutsi, together with a
few moderate Hutu would form a country

far

of the size of Swaziland
Rwanda made

or so

are

fundamentalists who rule the Sudan are
our

brothers, just because we share the
continent. These are agents of

same

fundamenfalists in the Arab world who
believe that

only their religion is right,
by force they want to expand it to
everywhere in the world. Southern Africa
in particular. We have been colonised
and

once,

and never

again!

Gilbert Sibanda
Umlazi
South Africa

in the new

only of the regions of

WINNIE MANDELA

DISGRACED, BUT

Kibungo, Gitarama, Kigali, Byumba,
Ruhengeri, Gisenyi and Kibuye.

NOT OUT

M.J.

(SAPEM, vol.8. No.9, June 1995) portrays
President Mandela's estranged wife as

Uwanyiligira

Mutare
Zimbabwe

Bernard Alali's article on Winnie Mandela

strong and shroud politician who the
throw out. It also
shows some of the imperfections of the
governments of national unity which
have in recent years been presented as
a

ANC cannot just simply

SUDAN: MISREPRESENTATION OF
FACTS
Fernando Gongalves's interview with the
Sudanese minister of state for

foreign

affairs, Gabriel Roric (,SAPEM, Vol.8, No.9,
June

1995), was more misleading than
attempt to provide a clear
explanation of the crisis in the Sudan.
What did the minister exactly want to
an

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR should be addressed to: THE

a

solution to the African crisis. The GNU

has only lived for one year in South Africa.
Let

us see

how it will fair in the next four

of its life, and see if it will ever work
Angola.

years
in

Antonio Pinto

Maputo
Mozambique

EDITOR, P.O. Box MP 111, Mount Pleasant, HARARE, Zimbabwe
be edited for purposes of clarity or space.

Letters must include the writer's fuli name and address and may

4

SapemJuly, 1995

COVER STORY

HUMAN RIGHTS IN AFRICA
OZIAS Tungwarara

T ALWAYS

contradictory to
rights in an African
context, because human rights are
always said to be universal, interrelated,
indivisible and interdependent. Once
you start discussing rights within specific

I

seems

talk about human

contexts you soon

come up

against

of cultural relativism
specificities etc. Yet again it becomes a
futile exercise to discuss rights as an
abstract notion devoid of a cultural setting
arguments

or

as

set of absolute values to

a

obtained. The task, which

be

is by no means

simple one is to develop integrated
approaches to protection of human rights
while at the same time being sensitive to
issues such as cultural diversity, pluralism
minority rights etc.
The respect and observance of human
rights on the African continent has largely
been affected by the colonial legacy and the
unequal global relations both political and
economic.
The development of the
international human rights protection
mechanisms has by and large been
a

Eurocentric

as

has been the United Nations

system itself.

The net result has made

African governments to regard the cause for
human rights with suspicion and generally
as a

a

misnomer to describe

these categories as generations as this tends
to assume a hierarchichal arrangement. The

dichotomy between the first generation and
the second generation rights was developed
during the Cold War era. The West was
preoccupied with the civil and political
rights. The East, on the other hand, gave
primacy to economic, social and cultural
rights. Since Africans were merely pawns
in the East-West conflict, their emphasis
was determined by whom they owed
allegiance to.
The development of the two categories
of rights at the international level has been
separate. The system for civil and political
rights is far much more developed as
opposed to the pro-economic, social and
cultural rights. A view has also prevailed,
used especially by dictators in the
developing world, that civil and political
rights are a reflection of the Western world
view, born out of European political history
and imperialism. There has therefore been
resistance by most of the developing
countries to the imposition of human rights
values on the basis that this is just another
manifestation of neo-colonialism and
western

cultural

imperialism.

It is

fact therefore that the human

rights
fraught with contradictions
which will permeate all efforts aimed at
enhancing the protection of human rights.
These contradictions come out clearly in
paragraph four (4) of the Vienna Declaration;
“All human rights arc universal, indivisible
a

discourse is

and

interdependent and interrelated, the
community must treat human
rights globally in a fair and equal manner.
On the same footing and with the same
emphasis while the significance of national
and regional particularities and various
historical,cultural and religious backgrounds
must be borne in mind it is the duty of states,
regardlessoftheirpolitical status, regardless
of their political, economic and cultural
systems to promote and protect all human
rights and fundamental freedoms”.
international

No wonder therefore that the drafters of
the African Charter had the unenviable task

of striking a balance between such competing

concepts

as

nation-building,

self-

determination, individual rights and the

rights of peoples. What eventually came out
as the African Charter was a compromise
and inevitably a weak document in terms of
human rights protection. It contains a lot of
claw back clauses which subject human

concept imposed by foreign Western

donors.
in

contended that it is

Despite a plethora of bills of rights

most

constitutions and the African

Charter, the level of human rights respect
remains

unacceptably low. The situation is
by the abject poverty,
resources, recurrent droughts and

further compounded
lack of

violent conflicts that wreck havoc
the continent. The situation is
better

across

not

made any

by the resistance of most

African

governments to democratic transformation.
Human

rights

are normally divided into
the first generation — civil
and political rights; the second generation
economic social and cultural rights; and
the
third generation —
the right to
development. Increasingly it is being

three categories;

—

Sai’km July. 1995
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rights standards to domestic jurisdictions.
It also makes the African Commission

on

Human and

Peoples' Rights subject to the
of the assembly of Heads of States.
In turn, no major decision on gross
violations can be taken due to the principle

powers

of non interference in the internal affairs of

individual states, which is so dear to the

Organisation of African Unity (OAU).
There is still

a

lot of work to be done to

strengthen the regional human rights
protection mechanism on the continent. A
protocol has already been drafted for the
establishment of an African Court for Human

Rights. Human rights activists and
organistions are watching the process
closely and trying to ensure that the court is
given as much independence as possible.
What are some of the major human rights
concerns in Africa?
We normally get to
know of gross violations through CNN,
BBC, etc. Non accountability, limited
participation and little transparency
normally develop into situations of major
conflict which leave in their wake asylum
seekers, refugees, migrants and displaced
people and victims of anti-personnel
landmines. Situations such

as

in Rwanda.

Burundi, Somalia, Liberia, Angola and

Nigeria have resulted in serious violations
of basic rights. Africa is estimated to have
produced 7 million of the world's 20 million
refugees. It is imperative, therefore, that
African governments

seriously work

towards the establishment of democracies

based on universal human
In situations of

non

rights principles.
accountability, one

finds that the press is easily muzzled or if
it is state owned it is used in a manifestly

propagandistic manner. When there is a
press blackout a host of violations take
place without the public or the international
community having a clue as to what is
happening. A good example are the recent
University of
Zimbabwe where police used excessive
demonstrations at the

force to deal with the students and

non-

academic staff. The national daily paper.
The Herald, and the national television,

ZT\', remained mute about the atrocities

by the riot police. Civil and
rights continue to be threatened
with reports of torture, prisoners of
conscience and extra judicial killings in
many, if not most parts of Africa.
committed
Political

6

In 1944, in a state

of the union address,

US President Roosevelt advocated for the

adoption of an "Economic Bill of Rights”,
saying that:
"We have

come to

the fact that

the clear realisation of

individual freedom cannot

exist without economic

security and
independence. ‘Necessitous men are not
free men' People who are hungry and out
of job are the stuff of which dictatorships
.

are

In Africa, economic, social and cultural

enforcement of economic, social and cultural

rights is made even more difficult by the
lack ofadeveloped enforcement mechanism.
Becau.se economic, social and cultural rights
concerned with calls on governments to

positive actions to ensure that such
rights are realised, the easy way out for
most governments is to say there are no
take

resources.
comes to cuts necessitated by
adjustment the first casualties
are usually economic, social and cultural
rights, education, health, housing, etc. The

When it

structural

situation demands

a

more

innovative

interpretation to the existing human rights
instruments. An example would be the
right to self determination, which is
common to

is

usually given a political dimension only,
focusing on independence and non
interference, whereas it can be used by
people to deal with economic, social and
cultural development, the right to freely
dispose of their natural wealth and resources
and the right not to be deprived of their
own means of subsistence. All this requires
that human rights activists, lawyers, judges,
academics, etc; take

made".

rights continue to receive a flogging from
unequal distribution of resources, the debt
burden, structural adjustment and downright
corruption. To make matters worse, the

are

also the African Charter. Self determination

the

two

i.e. Civil and

international covenants

Political

Rights and

Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and

a

fresh look at the

existing human rights instruments and
apply them in a positive manner based on
an integrated approach to human rights
protection.
The third group of rights, the right to
development could provide a necessary
avenue

for African countries to demand

equitable global distribution of resources.
This is why the north has generally resisted
the right to development being recognised
as a human right. The right to development
can be used for example in claims for debt
relief, compensation, and other demands
for social development.
Despite the recognition of the right to
development as a human right at the 1993
Vienna World Conference, there is still

a

prevalent view that the right to development
cannot be recognised as a human right.
What has to be emphasised is for developed
countries to turn fundamental principles of
universality and indivisibility into reality.
If it is accepted that prosperity and freedom
are interdependent then the rich countries
are doing very little to create pre -conditions
Sapem July. 194.S
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for freedom in the poor
South.

eountries of the

UNRESTAND
VIOLATION OF

African governments have to sincerely
commit them.selves to ensuring that basic

rights are respected. Article 25 of the African
Charter provides that:
"States parties to the present Charter shall
have the duty to promote and ensure through
teaching education and publication the
respect of the rights and freedoms and to
see to it that these freedoms and rights as
well as corresponding
obligations and
duties

are

understood”.

In order

to

achieve this

governments have to be more

objective
tolerant of

civic

society, in order to create more space
for citizens to be able to claim and assert
their

rights. Currently on the continent,
rights organisations are normally
regarded as unpatriotic, anti-authority, anticulture and generally coming in as
opposition to the state. This attitude will
not help create a culture for human rights
respect. Human rights observance should
human

not

merely be

a

conditionalities

fulfillment of donor
or

the fulfillment of

reporting procedures under international
instruments. The concept has to form an
integral part of all the development
processes. At the sub-regional level, there
has been talk of the establishment of

a

Southern Africa Bill of Human

although NGOs

are

Rights,
in favour of the

establishment of a Southern African Human

Rights Commission, which would monitor
the protection of human rights.
There is still a long way to go before
acceptable levels of protection are reached.
There are outstanding issues which need
urgent attention. Some of the more pressing
matters are:

HUMAN RIGHTS AT UZ

E

VENTS TOOK

a

dramatic turn

at the

University of Zimbabwe
in Harare on ,|une 26,
1995, when in response to demonstrations
by students over their pay-outs, the riot
police went on a teargassing spree,
injuring 25 students and staff.
The students had staged demonstrations
on June 26, at the beginning of the second
school term, when they discovered that
their allowances had been slashed by the
University’s bursar department.
“Last term we were paid Z$4 000 (about
US$500), and the university authorities had
promised us a 47 per cent increment, this
term.

campus

But when

we went

back to school, we

discovered that

not only had the increments
implemented, but we were even
paid less than in the last term,” said one
student during a demonstration in front of
the ministry of higher education.
On the third day of the demonstrations,
riot police invaded the University campus,
indiscriminately firing teargas at students,
not

been

the

events as

at

the

university described

“the worst reaction of the

police in the over 30 years” that he had been

Severe eeonomie

both shocking and horrifying. The riot police

In the situations enumerated above the

find themselves in the
Special
attention has therefore to be paid to children,
women, the disabled and the elderly.□
most

eompromised position.
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kind of behaviour,” Chihuri said.

Eyewitnesses, including senior lecturers
the university maintain that
the
demonstrations had amply been peaceful,
following appeals by the Students
Representative Council (SRC) for its
members to avoid episodes of violence.
at

Other sources indicate that there

incidents

were a

few

provoked by the students, but

insist that if there

were a

few students who

misbehaved, then the police should have
dealt with those while

leaving the others to
right to demonstrate.
two types of teargas canisters
Some resembled hand grenades

exercise their
At least
were

and

used.

were

were

thrown

as

sueh, while the others

smaller and fired from

According to Zimrights,

shot-guns.

some

of the

passed the inscribed expiry dates, and had
the following inscriptions: “For military
use only, not to be used in confined spaces.”
The developments at the University of
Zimbabwe, followed by a demonstration
by students at the Harare Polytechnic, who
are demanding a 300 percent increa.se on

One lecturer

2.

vulnerable groups

non-

university, or why had
empty offices been targeted.
“I will not apologise because it is a conflict
of interest on my part. I deal with criminal
behaviour and will never apologise to that

faculty buildings.

on

4.

both academic and

canisters

Intolerant governments resisting
democratic transformation;

3.

to

academic staff at the

academic and administrative staff and at

1.

hardships resulting in the erosion of economic,
social and cultural rights;
Respect for minority rights and
rights of indigenous peoples; and
Armed conflict resulting in genocide
and gross violation of basic rights.

extended

campus.
“The behaviour of the riot

were

police...

was

unnecessarily heavy handed, abusive,

sadistic and violent,” lamented

a statement

of the Zimbabwe association of human

rights, Zimrights.
But at a subsequent press conference
held in Harare, police commissioner
Augustine Chihuri defended the police
action, implying that there had been an
element of rowdy behaviour on the part of
the demonstrators. He did not however,

explain why had the police repression been

were

manufactured in Israel, had

their allowances, could be

a test case

for the

government’s commitment to the strict
observance of fundamental human rights.
July is the beginning of Zimbabwe’s
financial year, and usually workers flex
their museles to ensure that their employers
give them a better pay rise. In an apparent
attempt to pre-empt massive labour actions,
the government announced at the beginning
of July, a 20 per cent salary increase across
the board for public servants, and appealed
7
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to

employers in the private sector to be more

generous to their employees.
But in the face of the current rate of
inflation estimated at between 25 and 30
per cent, it is hard to see how any salary
increment can improve the workers’ take

in anticipation of a
widespread spate of strikes that the
government has decided to be heavyhanded in the case of the University of
Zimbabwe students, in the hope that such
an action will send a clear signal to other
prospective strikers.

home. It could be

What has been
at

the UZ is that

so

unusual about the events

inspite of all the support the

students have received from lecturers and

staff, the University authorities have
remained silent, apart from sporadic

by the University Vice-

statements

sacrificial lamb" for

and return to class.

city at this time of the year. “The
magnitude of the heartlessness and cmel minds
of those taking these measures is beyond

In response, the students have demanded
the suspension of the Vice-Chancellor, the

comprehension", wrote to a local independent
newspaper, one law professor at the University.

also called for the establishment of

Chancellor ProfessorGordon Chavunduka.

calling on students to suspend their protests

Pro-Vice-Chancellors, the Registrar and the
bursar, accusing them of maladministration,
financial

mis-management and corruption.

However, as the crisis entered its fourth week

running. Professor Chavunduka signed an
suspending all 15

of the

The events at the

University have

attracted wide range condemnation, with
the Forum Party of Zimbabwe (FPZ)

advising Professor Chavunduka to resign,
as it said he was being “merely used as a

And while

political expediency.
demanding an apology from

police commissioner, Zimrights has

the

an

independent commission of inquiry to
determine the level of
events at

the UZ. But

responsibility in the

.so

far, the authorities,

including President Robert Mugabe who is
the University Chancellor, have remained
quiet.^

order

members of the SRC
and the non-academic
workers committee

which had

joined the

Thinking of Hiring

a

NEVER

Car?

TATENDA CAR HIRE

students.
He also ordered the

Free

delivery and collection

closure of all halls of
residence
Students

and

to

the

Harare

Union

building, and the
suspension of all
meals, leaving some
4 500 students resident

BUY OR SELL

FOREIGN CURRENCY
UNTIL YOU’VE CHECKED

Airport,

Companies and City Hotels

TATENDA CAR HIRE

OUR RATES

The

Foreign Exchange
Company

campus having to
find
alternative

on

has

accommodation. Most
of the students

from

out

of town, and

if they have no relatives
in Harare

they risk

sleeping

the streets

on
sometimes
below

under

corner

BUREAU DE CHANGE

Fourth St./Central Ave.
at

Harare

Villa Gardens,

Telephone
794756,

zero

temperatures at night
which are characteristic
8

Villa Gardens,

come

opened a

724153

corner

Fourth St./Central Ave.
Harare

Telephone 794544
Sapem July. 199.‘i

COVER STORY

PRESS FREEDOM AND HUMAN

RIGHTS
J* T NO TIME in the history of

surgery

humankind has the issue of press

so was

^pi^^freedom,

has

as an essential
eomponent of human rights and
democratic governance, been the subject
of so much attention as it is today.
Gone are the days when dictatorial regimes
in Africa. Asia, Europe and Latin America
would openly suppress media institutions,

systematically sought to harass
rights organisations, religious
groups and journalists critical of the
human

government. One of such incidents was

abuse human

rights and get away with it.
despite all the gains of recent years in
the field of human rights, the road towards
a lasting solution still remains a long one.
All over the world governments still exist
which are bent on curtailing the rights of the
people to freely express their views in a
democratic and open fashion, making
journalism, which is the main vehicle for

many as 400 journalists had been detained
often without reason, and at least one was

the free flow of infomiation and ideas, one

murdered in 1986 with a parcel bomb widely

of the

believed

But

most

dangerous professions in the

world.
In most parts

of the Third World and
particular, writing or broadcasting
the truth is the best way to perish. Journalists
have been imprisoned, sued for criminal
defamation

by top government officials or,
in the worst of circumstances, simply
disappear from the face of the earth.
The crisis witnessed in the media today
derives mainly from the crisis of legitimacy
as it affects the government in many parts of
the world. Lacking legitimacy, becau.se they
may have come to power through the barrel
of the gun, many governments

tend to be

vigilant against the press, using intimidation
and blackmail to silence journalists. The
resultant situation is that journalists either
engage in clientele journalism which
manifests itself in praise-singing the
leadership, or those who dare tell the truth
face the wrath of the authorities.

Nigeria is

Trevor Nciibe

to

have been sent

infamous State

Africa in

a

textbook

case.

Although the

country boasts of having the freest press in
Africa, the reality of the situation reveals

by agents of the

Security Services (SSS).

On June 11, 1994, on the

eve

of the first

anniversary of the nullified elections, the
Concord group of publications (owned by
Chief Abiola) and the Punch group of
publications were ordered to close.
In Kenya, independent publishers,
journalists and media houses have routinely
been subjected to harassment, charged with
publishing or attempting to publish seditious
materials and a panoply of other acts of
intimidation. Widely portrayed by Western
powers as a model of democracy, stability
and economic prosperity, at the height of
the Cold War in the I97().s and the early
1980s, because of its role in countering the
Soviet expansion in Africa. Kenya’s tide
against individual freedoms became
particularly vicious following a 1982 attempt
by the air force to remove President Daniel
Arap Moi from power. It subsided
temporarily with the end of the Cold War.
when the West conditioned its continued

otherwise. It has been documented that in

economic support to a more tolerant regime
and the strict observance of fundamental

the

individual

eight years that General Ibrahim
Babangida stayed in power before he was
overthrown in a palace coup in 1993, as
Sapem July, 199.“^

refomis and aid was restored,
the old order. The government

rights, including the reinstatement
of a multi-party democracy.
But as soon as Moi concluded his plastic

the charges laid against Paul Mnite, an
opposition leader, for “illegally”
photographing a police station; if found
guilty, he faces 14 years in jail.
In its report of the 1994 events in the
field of human rights in Kenya, Human
Rights Watch cites the case of one
opposition Memberof Parliament, Peter
Anyang’ Nyong’o, whose house was
attacked presumably by government
agents, resulting in the death of his

uncle.

The work of the

opposition has also
largely hindered by a law which
requires prior authorisation by district
commissioners before a public meeting
is held. Requests for such meetings are
been

often denied.
Journalists have been the

unlawful

arrests

subject of

and unnecessary

harassment, and have routinely been
visited by state security agents at home
or in their newsrooms, and Moi himself,
in

a

desperate attempt to perpetuate his

stay in power, has had a lion’s share of

responsibility in ethnic violence in the
Rift Valley province.
Zimbabwe has largely been a stable
country, since a unity agreement was
signed in 1987, between President
Robert Mugabe and his former arch
rival Joshua Nkomo. However, the

government has had its brushes with
the

independent media, while ensuring
publicly owned media not only
remains loyal, but it also praise-sings

that the

the government and the ruling party.
President Mugabe does not hide his

great displeasure at the

inquisitivety

and critical attitude of the

independent
the now defunct
independent Daily Gazette, published

media. Last year,

9
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of who is “society” and who should arbitrate

story which implied that Mugabe had been
a clinic during a private visit to
South Africa. When on his return he was
a

in disputes

involving the various institutions
society, of which the media is one.
Such argument is often used by
governments to silence and stifle the press
in the name of protecting the interests of
society, even if that means hav ing to conceal
irregularities or misconduct by individual
members of government or other public

admitted at

of

dismissed it as
“pink lies”, in a derogatory reference to the
Daily Gazette's sister paper, the Financial

asked about the issue, he

Gazette,

an

arch critic of the government.

But the worst

was

still to

come.

In April,

the Financial Gazette

published a story
claiming that Mugabe had married a former
private secretary in a low key ceremony

officials.
Because

itself is one
.society, which needs to be
to the rest of society about its
government

held at the President’s official residence

institution of

during the Easter weekend. The paper went
on to say that the alleged marriage ceremony
had been officiated by Supreme Court Judge
Paddington Garwe, and witnessed by housing

accountable

minister Enos Chikowore and his wife.
Both the minister and Justice Garwe
denied the reports, but in a subsequent edition
the paper reiterated that it stood by its original

activities, the ideal situation would appear
to

press freedom, human rights and democracy
does not auger well in our country.”

the media and

charges of criminal defamation
against the Financial Gazette also concealed
The

of the fundamental issues which had

some

defamation, and the paper’s editor, Trevor
Ncube, his assistant Simba Makunike, and

been raised about President

before

appearing in court the following

As the trial proceeded, the paperpublished

apology to the two officials, stating that
by its source, apparently
a highly placed intelligence officer who had
claimed to have been present at the alleged
an

it had been misled

ceremony.

Although this particular incident may
undoubtedly call into question the
professionalism of the paper’s editors for
their inability to double check their sources,
it is also
as

it has

an

indictment

now

become

on

the government,

quite obvious that

well orchestrated disinformation

a

campaign

had been set up

by the government to
discredit the paper and eventually force its
“We have

never

been convinced that

a

Sally, in 1992, and that two children had been
as a

result. But the court

case

has

now

taken centre-stage, so that the issue of the
President’sconduct will eventually fade away.

prosecution of the two editors and
publisher, coupled with the recent
excessive use of force by riot police against
the students at the University of Zimbabwe
have sent shockwaves amongst intellectuals,
academics, journalists and human rights
The

their

the

and information,

a

role that

can

not be

increasingly hostile to repression against
independent media, many governments
resort to more subtle ways of reducing the
economic viability of independent media,
and laws that inhibit the smooth operation
of the independent media. Zimbabwe, for
example, has systematically refused to open
up the radioelectric spectrum to independent
the

broadcast.
In other cases, the

ruling parties

or

their

activists who fear the worst is still come.

surrogates are major shareholders in strategic

Many are surpri.sed that this flexing of
muscles takes place after the April

companies, which means that such
companies will never advertise in the
independent media, an effective way of
starving them of the much needed funds that

parliamentary elections, in which the ruling
party won all but two of the 120 seats, a
situation which would be expected to make
Zanu-PF more comfortable and calmer, and
more

open to

criticism.

But this tends to be the pattern

in most

Reginald Matchaba-Hove, chairman of
Zimbabwe’s human rights association,
Zimrights. “But when you add the added
scenario that intelligence appears to have
deliberately misinformed the paper, one
does have the view that they have been
specifically targeted in a very well
conceived, pre-coordinated attempt to
emasculate them through a legal process.
That, in terms of freedom of expression.

of the freedom of expression and persecution

10

serves

society. This is
important because building an open society
involves public debate and open decisionmaking, the free exchange of ideas, opinions

As the international environment becomes

(of criminal defamation) existed,” said

Dr.

that it

had started well before the death of his wife,

African states. In most instances the denial

case

ensure

interests of the wider

regulated by an institution whose own
activities should be subject to public scrutiny.

therefore

closure,

Mugabe’s

an

personal conduct. Earlier reports had
indicated that the alleged President’s affair

bom

Monday.

in which

independent body
charge of monitoring the activities of
one

takes

version. The two have now sued for criminal

publisher Elias Rusike were picked up by
police one Saturday morning, and detained

be

Simba Makunike

of journalists

takes place under the disguise

of the normative role of the state in

society,

right to protect the highest interests
society. D. A. S. Herbst, in analysing
the role ofthe press in the political process.

would make them

vocal. Private

companies also shun the independent media,
for fear of being associated with what is often
—and wrongly — termed as the “opposition
media”. Private companies also fear that
their association with the independent media
may cost them important government
contracts or

favours.

But there is

and its
of that

even more

a

no

turning back. If democracy,

situation in which individual freedoms and

concluded that, “when the interests of the

are respected, is to thrive, then
institutions that reflect and sustain a free

and the interests of society clash, the
clearly be in favour of
society.” The question, however, remains

exchange of ideas and a free flow of
information need to be created, developed
and strengthened,^

press

choice should very

rights
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SA: THE TRUTH LIBERATES
BONGI KHUMALO
HE THEORY behind the Truth

story of apartheid abuses told in public.

should be allowed to return home

Commission

The Constitution says that no crimes
committed with a political motive after

cany some weight in right-wing circles and
should thus not be ignored. His most pertinent

full record of the human

December 6. 1993 will

the

This

warning, which should engage the attention
of the lawmakers, is that by not exceeding

T

be

no

(TO is that there

can

true reconciliation without

a

rights abuses in
apartheid conflict.
Certainly those who suffered under the
“total onslaught” security actions of the old
government will feel that until such time as
the full circumstances of deaths, torture and
other terrible crimes
no

are

known, there can be

reconciliation.

There

are

also those who

perpetrated acts

in support of apartheid who would not want
the full truth to be disclosed. They fear, that
the whole
villains.

thing is designed to brand them as
Where they should be or not is a

matter of considerable

debate. Under nomial

circumstances

they should be punished with
the full weight of the law. But this law has
been suspended a number of times so that the
new South Africa could be negotiated.
The TC is also charged with the task of
compiling a full chronicle of the human
rights abuses in South Africa, so that they
can never happen again.
The sad reality is that humans seem unable
to stop this sort of things happening. Bosnia
is an excellent example of how, when the
conflict heats up, all those beautiful human
ideals fly out of the window.
There

are

also those who suffered at the

hands of the liberation forces. The town

councillors who

were

killed, their houses

burnt down, their children

kidnapped and
killed, the necklacing - the truth of what
happened in the clandestine war of state spies
and the resistance should be recorded.

Many fear that this aspect will be
downplayed while every attempt will be made
to identify agents of the state.
Within this context the justice committees
of both the National Assembly and the Senate
have been hearing evidence on the “Truth
B ill ”. T wo clear preoccupations have emerged
in the evidence given by a wide variety of
groups, organisations and individuals. They
are the i.ssue of in camera versus public
hearings, and the cut-off date for political
crimes which deserve amnesty.

Non-govemmental organisations, harassed
by the security apparatus of
total onslaught, understandably want the full
and tormented
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means

qualify for amnesty.

that

Afrikaaner

the

might

Weerstanbeweging who tried to bring the
election to a standstill will not qualify to apply
for amnesty. Neither will the PAC members
who killed innocent Amy Biehl or who shot
up the Heidelberg Tavern in Cape Town. Nor
for that matter will the as yet unidentified
ANC members who opened fire on Inkatha
marches in downtown Johannesburg in the

the cut-off date another set of martyrs

so-called Shell House

could be extended to Nelson Mandela’s

massacre.

Three distinct threats have

emerged in the
Truth Bill hearings. Freedom Front leader,
Constand Viljoen. warned that the fragile
discipline in both the defence force and the
police will be further hamied if senior officers
are paraded in public hearings as those who
committed human rights abuses in the past.
He warned of a very serious reaction from his
constituency if the hearings were in public
and if the cut-off date
include

was not

extended

to

right-wing bombers.

Police evidence held

two

is out if the politicians do not
testify to what they did in directing harsh
action by the security forces, then they will be
“shopped” by their fomier servants. Clearly
the policemen who believes he had to do some
bad things at the behest of his then political
masters is not prepared to take all the blame.
And, really, why should he?
The committees
a

On balance it

seems

that

some

level of in

hearings will be retained in the
legislation. Neither .senior members of the
Government of National Unity in the ANC
or the National Party will want to take too
many chances. It also seems the cut-off date
camera

inauguration - May 10, 1994.
One thing is certain. The politicians who,
without directing each action, created the
space for activists to be murdered, or for
kangaroo courts to necklace “sell-outs of the
struggle”, are not going to escape undetected.
From both the state and the liberation
movements

there

was a

deafening silence

when their agents committed gross crimes
which implied approval of the acts. It is only

right that the extent to which political
veiled threats.

The mes.sage

reconciliation in

with

nothing to lose will be created.

were

also told that the

new

democratic South

involvement directed in these actions is
revealed. It is the heart of the matter.
For KwaZulu-Natal there is another fear

emerging from the “truth bill” hearings.
Public hearings, or indeed publication of
names and incidents for amnesty, could lead
to an

increase in crime. In the

war

that has

raged in the province with varying degrees
of intensity over the last 10 years, the “revenge
attack” has become an almost daily
occurrence.

Failure of law and order and

Africa would stand little chance if the

police
were not catered for. Outgoing commissioner,

police bias

Johan

become the next “hit list” in the trouble-torn

van

der Merwe’s, said that if the

government is unable to address police
concerns

“the situation will mo.st

probably

are some of the reasons for this.
The fear is that a list of amnesties will simply

region.
Given

increasing doubt that the Truth

lead to the disclosure of documents and

Commission,

evidence

its most noble aim of truth and reconciliation,

relating to the direct or implied
authority of government or political players
instead of properprocess aimed at the exposure
of the truth. This will negatively affect all
efforts

to

establish reconciliation."

The most direct threat

came

from

Eugene

Terre'Blanche who, waving a list of the preelection bombings, told the committee that
he

was not

threatening them. His statement,

however, that the

war

is over and the soldiers

is wise to

as an

instrument,

the risks

can

achieve

so clearly
Finally, the
Democratic Party’s concerns that by simply
extending the cut-off date time and again,
the wrong signals are being sent to the public,
are absolutely valid. It is vital that the country
returns to a position where murder once
again becomes a serious crime to be punished
by the fullest extent of the law.G
run

now

associated with its activities?

To official British criticism the

Nigerian
responded by threatening
to take decisive action against major British
oil companies with vast interests in Nigeria,

NIGERIA

authorities have

us THREATENS

including BP.

SANCTIONS
WASHINGTON

—

The United States

it does not
rule out the possibility of imposing sanctions
against the military regime in Nigeria, in a

joint effort to reduce

sources

of weapons

which have been used in both countries for

criminal activities.

During an official visit to South Africa in
March, Mozambican President Joaquim
Chissano and his South African counterpart
a joint security agreement
which their respective police forces

signed

LESOTHO/SA

government has indicated that

a

under
would

intervene in each other’s territories to combat

COMMITTEE WILL

crime.

designed to force General Sani Abacha
to return the country to civilian rule.
Pressure on the military authorities has
mounted, particularly following news of a
secret trial of 40 individuals, including a
former head of state, Olusegun Obasanjo,
whoare accused of plotting to overthrow
the military government.
The US government is contemplating on
imposing an oil embargo and restrictions on
the travel of Nigerian government officials

have agreed in principle to set up a joint
commission to review the existing borders
between the two countries, although
President Nelson Mandela has indicated
that he would favour retaining the existing
borders,
During a two-day visit to Lesotho, early
this month. President Mandela was

the US. But observers have indicated that

confronted with Lesotho’s claims to parts

move

to

REVIEW BORDER ISSUE
MASERU

—

NIGERIA

Lesotho and South Africa

POPULATION TO DOUBLE
IN 22 YEARS
ABUJA

Nigeria will have twice its
population in 22 years if its annual
3.1 percent increase is to continue.
According to the latest statistics released
by the Washington-based non-govemmental
organisation. Population Reference Bureau
(PRB), Nigeria’s present population of
—

present

embargo is most likely to cause
problems to American oil companies
operating in Nigeria.
In an attempt to try and avoid a further rift
in the relations with Nigeria, President

of the Orange Free State which were
incorporated into the territory of South

discrete

Mandela said he considered sensible the

10 in terms of

diplomatic initiative, having appointed a
former diplomat, Donald McHenry, as his
personal envoy to Nigeria. McHenry has
already been seven times to Nigeria in the
past six months.in an attempt to persuade
the military junta to heed to calls by the
international
community for the

Unity
(OAU), which urged for the retention of
colonial boundaries to avert “division and

making it one of only two African nations in
the top 20 places. The other is Egypt, with
about 62 million people.
Of the 10 top countries China leads with
1.2 billion, followed by India (930.6 million),
the US (263,2 million), Indonesia (198,4
million), Brazil (157,8 million), Russia
(147,4 million), Pakistan (129,7 million),
Japan (125,2 million), and Bangladesh
(119,1 million).

an

oil

Clinton has been involved in

a

reinstatement ofdemocratic rule in

Nigeria,

The US revelations have added value to

a

mounting western pressure on the Nigerian
military junta, which in 1993 nullified the
results of elections widely considered to
have been won by millionaire Chief M. K.
Abiola, v/ho was a year later imprisoned for
declaring himself the legitimate president
of Nigeria.
In London, three former prime-ministers
have .sent ajoint message to General Abacha,

appealing for the withdrawal of sentences
imposed on the 40 alleged coup plotters.
“We appeal to you to show statesmanship
at

this critical time,” read a message

signed

by former British prime-ministers Margaret
Thatcher, Edward Heath, and James

Callaghan.
12

Africa

during the Anglo-Boer war.
responding sympathetically at

While

Lesotho’s desire for

a

corridor to the

sea,

stance of the Organisation of African

conflict",
He also said his government

would

address the issue of compensation for
families of the victims of the 1982 SADF
raid into Maseru, in a way that is
“satisfactory to us, the Lesotho government

and the families”,

101.2 million will reach 162millionin2010
and 246 million in 2025.

According to PRB Nigeria ranks number
population in the world,

US/SADC

MOZAMBIQUE/SA
JOINT OPERATION

DESTROYS I 300 GUNS
MAPUTO
A joint operation by
Mozambique and South African police
forces has resulted in the uncovering and
destruction of more than 1 300 guns and 36

DEVELOPMNT FUND
The government of the
soon

announce

a

United States will

special fund for the

—

kilogrammes of explosives along the
common

border.

operation which took place from
July 2, in the border districts of
Magude, Manhi^a and Massingir is part of
The

June 17 to

of

development

Southern

Africa,

Administration officials said

recently. The
initial capitalisation of the fund is set to be
US$150 million, with half going to South
Africa, and the remainder to the other 10
of SADC.
An
official

countries

announcement

of the fund is

made in October

expected to be
by President Clinton.□
SapemJuly. 1995

SOUTH AFRICA IN TRANSITION

HISTORY OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN
WORKING CLASS
Gift Siso

F

OR THE first time, the rich

history

of South African workers will be

recorded,

exhibited for all to

documented

and

happening at the recently
opened Workers Museum. The museum,
which is the latest addition to the Workers

Library, was officially opened by the Minister
of Labour,Tito Mboweni, in Johannesburg's
Newtown district in April this year.
The South African workers’ history will
not be fully written without including migrant
workers from the neighbouring states, who
formed the bulk of the workforce in South
African mines.
on

South African mines

came

from far afield as Angola,

Botswana. Lesotho,
Swaziland, Namibia, Malawi, Mozambique.

Zambia and Zimbabwe, and all of them
endured

the

harsh

realities

di.scrimination since the first

of

race

gold mine in

the country was opened in the 16th century.
The workers were treated more like slaves.

They

were hou.sed in dormitories that show
regard for privacy and slept on concrete
bunk-beds built one on top of the other. They
scant

were

denied social and recreational amenities,

were not

allowed to be visited

children

or

see

relatives.

by their wives,
They could only go to

their wives and children

undertaken to restore the derelict workers’

compound and the adjoining white workers’

historian

cottage.

workers.

see.

All this will be

Workers

Luli Callincos of Wits

University who is known to have a special
interest in the history of the South African

with

once a

The workers

The idea

boosted

by a group of
ministers, members of parliament, trade
was

from all

unions and individuals interested in the

history of the workers.
This group decided to fonn a non-profit
company registered under section 21 of the
Companies Act.
In 1993 the Johannesburg City Council
was requested to make the derelict Newtown
Municipal Workers Hostel available to house
the Workers Library and Museum.
At the

same

time the council had decided

the whole Newtown premises of the
electricity department into what is hoped
will become a vibrant multi-cultural precinct.
The new complex will complement
existing cultural activities already taking
place at the Market Theatre and the
surrounding establishments. The whole area
will be a cultural ”village”, accommodating
museums

of different kinds, dance and theatre

over

built around
migrant workers

was

Southern Africa.

The distinct feature of the hostel, which is

reminiscent of the
the dormitories

apartheid days, is the way
built, with beds lined

were

up one after the other on top and sideways,
and without any respect for privacy.

The

applied to the wash

same

toilets and

a common

rooms, the
kitchen. There were so

few showers that not all workers could shower
at

the

same

time. This meant workers had to

take turns in the showers and toilets.
The beds

to turn

companies, arts and craft stalls and
community-based enterprises.
In return for a long lease at a very low rent,
the Workers library and Museum has

compound

1915 and housed about 312

were

like

a

cement

chest of

drawers, and the compound included a small
lock-out cell, which is believed to have been
used

lock up

those who were found to be
probably for drunkenness,
playing loud music and generally not
observing the strict rules of conduct within
the compound.
a

to

nuisance,

most

The cell has

a

hook to which the worker

could be chained in

solitary confinement.
high up on the wall,

The hook is situated
which

chained

meant

to

that

it had

to

someone

remain

who

was

standing

—

year,

when they were on short vacation

from work.
They were kept more like prisoners, and
they would not even be allowed free access
to nearby .settlements for social life. They
were kept under lock and key inside high
security fences and walls.
The only thing they did was work and
sleep and work again. As a result they started
their own social activities like singing
traditional music, playing guitars, drums and
other various instruments. The excellence of
South African music

was developed and
perfected by mine workers.
The idea of setting up the workers’ library
and museum was the brainchild of people

like the late Joe Slovo, former minister of

housing and leading figures of the South
African Communist Party (SACP), along
Sapkm July. 1995
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possibly for days on end.
“It appears to us that the compound was
run on very strict lines and the high levels of
discipline amounted to a violation of the
workers’ rights,” commented Pat Craven,
the librarian and administrator of the centre.

recently on the functions of
library and the museum. Craven said the
objective is to give previously deprived
workers access to library facilities and reading
material that would enrich their knowledge
and understanding of work-related issues.
Craven observed that in the days of
apartheid most 1 ibraries only catered for white
workers; but this library and museum will
Interviewed

the

cater

for all workers.

The functions of the

museum

record and exhibit the rich
African workers for all to

will be to

history of South

see.

The

museum

workshops and shows videos of
working conditions ofSouth African workers
as they evolved over the years.
also holds

A

library were

international affairs, as well as plays, musical

of them from the British

performances and poetry readings.
Weekend programmes will cover unions,
political and community figures, praise-poets,
labour lawyers, historians, authors, and many
others, including quiet study times, group
readings and literacy classes.
There is also a children's library where
people are encouraged to bring their children.
Craven appealed to people to come forward
and share theirexperiences as migrant workers
with the museum. He also urged the public to
donate any items that depict the history of the
workers in those days, like old musical
instruments, old cooking pots, blankets, straw

Most of the books in the

donated,

some

Council and individuals,

including the late
Willie Kalk, a former trade unionist who left
a collection of his books to the library.
Books in the library will be of a general
nature and will include subjects such as
workers and their struggle, educational and
others. As part of the documentation of the
history. Craven said the museum will
endeavour to talk to as many workers as
possible who once lived in the compound to
record and document their experiences.
Craven said he envisages a situation where
people would be able to watch videos in the
language of their choice, simply by pressing
a

matches and

so on.

“We would like to meet

button.

some

old

migrant

room

workers to talk about their lives and

where artists, photographers and other people

experiences. This is part of the South African
history which we feel is being neglected and

There will also be

an

exhibition

exhibit their work. Programmes will
include lunch-hour videos on African

can

experiences, labour issues, national and

which

we

would like to document,” Craven

said.^

Socio-Economic Aspects

of the Islamic
Republic of Iran in Figures Part - X
815,8 million dollars in 1979,

export (8 962,6 million dollars in 1979),

246,4 million dollars in 1990.

increased to 16 777,3 million dollars, i.e.

Imports, on the other hand, increased from 9
778,4 to 18 023,6 million dollars in the same

non-oil foreign trade deficit doubled in the
period which was made up for by petroleum

period. As such trade deficit, excluding petroleum

export.

Iran which
RADIO AND TELEVISION

- also, 68 FM stations
broadcasting units.

stations in 1990

with 110

was

increased to 1

There existed 62 radio and 706 teievision

w

FOREIGN TRADE
Iran's foreign

trade has considerably
Non-oil exports of

increased in recent years.

Composition of Iran’s imports in 1990
Value

Commodity

Year

16,4

Machinery, steam boilers and mechanical equipment 365,1
1314,1
Electrical machinery and equipment

203

193,1

6,6

Balance

steel

1

Medicines

1979

815,8

1980

656,4

9 778,4
11

097,7

-8

962,6

-10 441,3

Wood and wood

products

Fat and animal oil

7,3

230.1

1,3

128,7

0,7

325.4

1,8

258.5

1,4

Artificial resins

789.6

4,4

Yarn, synthetic fibres and uncombed

wool

386,1

15 456,4

-15

1982

341,2

14 319,0

-13 977,8

1983

443,1

22 610,3

-22

2,2

1984

472,0

-18 566,2

Paper, paper board and products thereof
products and materials

389.3

19 038,2

Chemical

563.7

3,1

1985

583,4

15 119,2

-14

Chassis for

153.3

0,9

1981

14

2

Cereals

I mports Trade

Exports

Share in total

950,6

Cast iron, iron and

Non-oil trade balance of Iran, 19791990 (million dollars)

(million dollars)

070,3
167,2
535,9

transportation vehicles

1986

1

001,7

10 295,6

-9 293,9

Mineral and chemical fertiliser

243.1

1,4

1987

1

158,7

9 412,2

-8 253,5

Spare parts and components of transportation vehicles501,9
213,7
Tyre of transportation vehicles

2,8

35,6

0,2

129,8

0,7

1988

1 021,1

9 398,9

-8 377,8

1989

1

067,7

13 246,5

-12 178,9

1990

1

246,4

18 023,6

-16

777,3

Meat

Cotton and

synthetic textiles

1,2
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A MISTY PATH FOR MALAWI’S
DEMOCRACY
Joseph Banda

M

AL A WI, a one-party

state for 29

years since independence in

with the

only became a multi-party state
people opted for the
latter in a referendum poll. On May 17,
1994, parties contested in presidential and
parliamentary elections, and the ruling
Malawi Congress Party (MCP) lost to the

of
into the Mwanza
accident was not retributive, but only to find
out the truth. He said although the four were
said

May 21 when he was sworn in, that
his administration would not be retributive.

a

He

were killed.
described that accident

People had always
as mysterious, but

the MCP, under Kamuzu

Banda, never cared

parliament

to

investigate the circumstances that

in the rule

really believe
of law?

was

alleged conspiracy to murder.
There have been

more

arrests.

Former

Inspector General, Macwilliam Lunguzi,
was arrested for allegedly destroying
evidence related
Kamuzu’s

to

official

the Mwanza

hostess,

Kadzamira followed for alleged
to

case.

Cecilia

conspiracy

murder.
Victims of the Mwanza accident

Aaron Gadama,

Dick

Matenje then MCP Secretary General,

SapemJuly, 1995

murder

catholic

bishops who
pastoral letter in 1992 criticising

a

seven

Banda’s failure

to ensure

Regional Minister for the
Central region, Twaibu Sangala, Minister
of Health, and David Chi wanga. Member of

respect of human rights.

Parliament for Chikwawa Central and

churches,

on

convened

an

time minister of

one

housing.

Bodies of the victims

were

exhumed at

place April 8 in
homes. Prior to the burials,
a national reburial service of worship took
place at a stadium in Lilongwe, with the
caskets draped in national colours.
their respective

“Let the Mwanza accident be the last of
its kind. In the
must

be treated

new
as

Malawi, human life
valuable and sacred.

Never

again shall Malawians remain silent
when the death of a public person, and
indeed any other person, is not explained in
a satisfactory manner. Never again,” said
president Muluzi at the stadium.
He said to put the record straight on the
matter, he was sending a message to all
leaders in the land, “now and in future, that

again in Malawi shall the law of the
Jungle be allowed to prevail. Never again
shall the death of public persons be allowed
never

were

was

other MCP stalwarts for allegedly conspiring
authored

with full state honours took

January 6, alongside others for

accident, there

suspicion that they had been

strong

to

the end March, 1995 and reburial ceremonies

on

a car

Hearing of the Mwanza case was
July 10 or 26 in Blantyre.
At the end of June, police arrested four

President Muluzi: does he

Having won the first multiparty elections,
Muluzi went ahead to set up the commission
of enquiry on June 20, 1994. The
on
commission’s report was published
January 3,1995. The following day, Kamuzu
was put under house arrest. MCP treasurergeneral and Banda’s right hand man, John
arrested

have died in

scheduled for

surrounded the accident.

Tembo, who is MP for Dedza South,

to

murdered.

ensure

member of

justice for, “this

the commission of enquiry

UDF President Bakili Muluzi told the

a

of

law and the respect of human rights”.
Muluzi was quick to say the purpose

world on

into the 1983 Mwanza accident, in which

course

government strongly believes in the rule of

United Democratic Front (UDF).

three cabinet ministers and

mystery.” He added that

a

government would not interfere in any way

in June 1993 when

emphasised, however, that he would
rule of law and respect for human
rights.
The UDF had all along their campaign
been saying that there was need for the MCP
regime to institute a commission of enquiry

remain

to

1964,

The

pastoral letter

was

rule of law and

read in catholic

March 8, 1992 and the MCP

extraordinary convention to
bishops. The MCP
members were alleged to have spoken
bitterly against the bishops.

decide “the fate” of the

The accused. Wadson Deleza, former
minister without portfolio and administrative

secretary, Katola Phiri, MP for Kasungu
Central. Charles Kamphulusa, MCP
chairman

in

Blantyre, and Hilda
Manjamkhosi, MCP women’s league
chairlady in Lilongwe, were released on
bail pending trial on or before July 20.
According to Police press liaison officer,
Willie Chingwaru, the five were principal
offenders, and 40 others
the

were

involved in

case.

Meanwhile, the Catholic Bishops have
disassociated themselves with the arrests,

although they have but maintained that they
stand by what they said in the pastoral letter.
"What

was

stated in the said letter is

hereby re-affirmed and will remain true and
15
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of effect

to

all governments, past, present

episcopal conference does
or rephrase an iota of its
contents,” the bishops said.
They stressed that they advocate the
independence of the judiciary and have no
basis, as a church, to interfere in the
functioning of any branch of government
and future. The
not

subtract, edit

unless the actions

are

I

:

inconsistent with the

gospel and the country’s Constitution.
There has also been speculation that MCP
vice president, Gwanda Chakwamba, was
being sought by police. It was rumoured
that there

was a warrant

«

i
i

of arrest for Gwanda

allegedly murdered some people
glorious days.
MCP publicity secretary and MP for
Lilongwe South-East, Hetherwick Ntaba,
also awaits trial on charges of inciting
violence last year. He is on a MK120 (X)0

for having
in his

(US$8 000) bail.

squarely blamed the UDF
government as having politicised the arrests
on the grounds of retribution. The former
ruling party has argued that some of those
The MCP has

in the UDF had also committed crimes

during their time in the MCP, in which they

and influential postitions. Muluzi
secretary general just, and so was

held high
was

Aleke

Banda,

finance minister.

now

Foreign minister Edward Bwanali was
regional minister for the south in the MCP

>

Cecilia Kadzamira: Banda's official
hostess and Tembo's niece

servants,

On the contrary, government has awarded

government ministers exaggerated salary
increases, unnecessary but alarmingly high
allowances (for furniture and fuel).
In a typical

directed the government to pay

opposition side they

well be shelving the issue till they
assume power at one time or the other. The
policy of retribution will then be part of
Malawi’s politics.
Malawi’s newfound democracy is indeed
going uphill. While politicians try to settle
old scores, the employment industry holds a
lot of uncertainties. Commodity prices have
hiked ‘tremendously’ as subsidies were

may

removed and trade liberalised. Recruitment

suspended, in
massive retrenchment

for the civil service has been

parallel with

a

exercise.
Civil servants went

on an

abortive strike

demanding appraisal of their
salaries, but government kept dragging until
the civil servants trade union split as union
mid June

the

corruption commission is non-existent, and
the politicians are having a field day”,
commented

himself is

one

economist. The President

alleged to be pocketing millions

of kwacha from sugar deals with the Lonrhoowned Sugar Company of Malawi

(SUCOMA). through a local distribution
inappropriate exports.

franchise and
It

seems

Malawians

can

for the moment

staggering amount of over USS400 000 to
members of parliament belonging to his

only bank their hopes on a renewed donor

party.

transparent and accountable
of the country._1

“There is lack of transparency, an

anti-

pressure to

A WORLD TO WIN

have basis for their

argument, but as an

fashion of patronage. President

Muluzi has also secretly and single handedly

era.

The MCP may

allegedly due to Malawi’s deep

economic crisis.

John Tembo: former Banda's
henchman, now facing trial

make the government more
in the running

New Issue of the International

Journal Now Available

in-depth analysis of the conditions that led to the
uprising in Chiapas, Mexico and of the economy there, focusing on the key role of

A World to Win N°20 features an

agrarian revolution to liberate the oppressed.
A

major article, "The Azanians Must Seize Power from Below: the

Changing of the

Guard in South Africa", explores the crisis that forced the world powers and settler
colonial minority to update their political rule through the election process of 1994.
Can reforms really uproot white supremacy and the system underlying apartheid
that has always served imperialism? A look at how only Maoist New Democratic
Revolution in Azania, as part

of world revolution, can achieve this.

Inspired by the formation of the Revolutionary Internationalist Movement, A World to
Win is published in several languages and is read by thousands of people worldwide.
It examines the major issues of today in a lively and comprehensive way from a
Marxist-Leninist-Maoist viewpoint. AWTW declares in the face of the “New World
Order’s” anti-communist crusade that revolutionary communism is alive and well. Its
pages contain exclusive coverage of the People’s War led by the Communist Party
of Peru.

To subscribe: (from Africa, for 4

issues): Individuals $8, Institutions $20. A World to Win,

vice-chairman sided with the government

39/2507, Dewans Road, Kochi 682016, Kerala, INDIA Fax (91) (484) 364113 (PP 364005)
Please address all general correspondence or enquiries (except for subscription
information) for back issues to: A World to Win, 27 Old Gloucester Street, London

and called the strike off. The World Bank

WCIN 3XX, UK.

has also ruled
16

against

pay

rises for civil
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ZAMBIA: OPPOSITION GROWS

OVER NEW CONSTITUTION
Cheushi Chp:ushi
ONTROVERSY has arisen in

c

Zambia

over

a

which

proposed
may block

constitution that

would be doctored to suit the MMD. the

former President Kenneth Kaunda's bid
to return to power

President said Zambians would be wrong to
expect a perfect constitution, because no

in the 1996 general

elections.

country had managed to draw perfect laws.

Immediately after the Movement for
Multi-party Democracy (MMD) came into
power in 1991, it sought ways of redoing the
constitution, under the pretext that the old
one had been tailored to suit the then ruling
United National Independence Party

“I have

never

heard of a constitution that

takes care of the interests of all citizens. We
cannot

think

of

completely nondocument
here.
Constitutions are always discriminatory.
When 16-years-olds are not allowed to vote,
a

discriminatory

(UNIP).

that is di.scrimination, but it is law. That is

A Constitutional review commission

Kaunda: will fight

was

in August 1993. comprising
representatives from five political parties
including the ruling MMD. the Law
Association of Zambia, non-governmental
organisations, the churches, the Women's
Lobby Group and the Students Union of
set

discriminatory".
allaying fears that the document

was not

While

new

the

new

constitution

how the law operates

almost everywhere”,

he added. He said the draft would be debated

up

elections. The other controversy surrounds
the issue of properties acquired by MMD

by government before a white paper is
prepared, while the public was akso free to
make contributions.

leaders through government loans. The
Commission recommended that such

Many agree that there has never been a
time in Zambia's history when commissions
of

feel that the K240 million (about USS290

properties not repossessed even if the
beneficiaries fail to repay the loans. This
seems to be a
self-guarding clause, to prevent
a possible new
government-most probably
led by UNIP - from retaliating against the
confiscation of propeilies. including vehicles
owned by UNIP leaders when President

(XX)) spent on the exercise, otherthan making

Kaunda

Zambia.

Following country wide consultations, the
commission published in June a draft
constitution which has been received with
criticism from the

general public, including
by some members of the commission. Many

a

few commissioners rich, had gone to waste.
Accusations have flown

high that the
openly bia.sed towards the
ruling party, while others have accused some
commissioners, including the commission
chairman John Mwanakatwe. of having been
bribed in order to produce an "MMD
commission

was

was

defeated in 1991.

Kaunda is back

on the
campaign trail for
presidency, follow'ing his resounding
victory for the UNIP leadership. Before the
draft constitution was made public, some

out

the document,

The controversy started barely weeks
before the draft constitution was made

warning that they would not append their
signatures to it, as they considered it to be
“clearly an MMD document”. As if the
controversy surrounding the proposed
changes in the constitution was not enough,

public, when the chairman and

the document

document”.

commissioners insisted

on

a

few other

certain clauses

other commissioners

Press four

was

made accessible to the

days before being handed over to

objected to. One
commissioner. United People’s Party

President Chiluba.

President Davis M waba.

first commission which has released reports
to the press before the authorities could have

even

threatened

to

resign.
One of the most controversial clauses is

the one

barring any one not born of Zambian
contesting the presidential

parents from

Sapi:\i July. I99.‘i

"Unlike all other commissions, this is the

a

look at them,” President Chiluba said, adding

"Zambians should

not

be

document because there

too

expectant of the
constitution

was no

so

from both within and

Disapproval of the draft constitution has
widespread. The Lozis, through the

been

Barotse Cultural Association, announced
that

they will not be bound by the new
constitution because it does not recognise
tlie restoration of the Barotseland agreement.

the

commissioners threw

inquiry have been surrounded by

much controversy
outside the sitting.

Former President Kaunda said he will

fight to ensure that, theclau.ses barring from
the presidential race persons not born of
Zambian parents and those who have served
as

President for two terms,

are not

included

in the constitution.

Undertheseconditions, whateverthe final
constitution will be, it will not stand the test
of time.

Perhaps this is why numerous
opposition leaders had preferred a
constitutional assembly to deal with the
matter. They have argued that the bias that
spoilt constitutional review teams in 1973
and 1991 would cripple any commission.
This is a lesson and perhaps next time
Zambians

want to

it should be

method used

retouch theirconslitution

registered that the present
was not

the best.—I
17
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THE RIGHT TO BE BORN AND THE

RIGHT TO CHOOSE
Lilian Tisha

EFINED

D

by the Oxford English

unlawfully administers to herself any poison
other noxious

Pregnancy Act of

thing or uses any force of
any kind, or uses any other means whatever,
or permits any such things or means to be
used is guilty of a felony and is liable to
imprisonment for seven years.”

1972 forbids deliberate termination of

In Zambia, where “traditional values”

learner's dictionary as “expulsion
of a foetus from the womb before

it is able to

survive," abortion is illegal in

Zambia.
The Termination of

But whatever the spirit of the
law might have been, its immediate
consequence has been a sharp increase in
the incidence of illegal abortions, which put
into danger the lives of countless young and
pregnancy.

other fertile

women

with accidental

who find themselves

University

Teaching Hospital (UTH) in Lusaka, the
country’s largest medical centere, had 638
cases

of deliberate terminations recorded in

1993.
Two years later, the number has trebled.
In each case, a tenth of every abortion is

incomplete.
does not specify what
supposed to happen to both adult and
adolescent pregnancies with regard to
abortion. In fact, it regards women as a
The law, however,

is

“There is need to

abortion

bearing in mind that the unborn
right to live,” said Justice

Chibesakunda.
Act

a

member of the Abortion

reviewing team.

given stiffer

penalties. Nevertheless, a section of the law
states that, “a person shall not be guilty of an
offense under the law of abortion when the
pregnancy is terminated
medical practitioner.”

by

a

registered

provision also allows termination if
danger, or the
mental or physical integrity of the unborn
The

the life of the mother is in

child is

at

risk.

Section 152 of the Abortion Act says that,

“every woman being with a child who, with
intent to procure her own miscarriage.
18

male-defined right to be bom.
The male-centered notion of birthright
derives from the generally perceived role of

a

were

cross

section interview with young

women

revealed that they have

abortion.
explained they could not live with
the fact that they had become pregnant and
Some

had children outside wedlock.
One teenage

student said, “please don't

produce and bear as
many children as possible as a sign of prestige

mention my name, but my father would kill
me if he learnt 1 had an abortion. 1 did it

for the

going to face him with my
I am a school going person and
imagine all that money father spends on me,
I cannot betray him. It was either 1 abort or
kill myself.”
Several female youths had similar
sentiments about the act of aborting, with
only a few declaring, “1 am not ready for a

which is to

man.

In its effort to win the

war on

abortion,

the anti-abortion

lobby has sought to
highlight only the dangers involved in

pregnancy

termination, and some mystic

right of the unborn to be born, while
saying virtually nothing about the longterm physchological and economic
consequences of mothering an unplanned
child. In the view of the anti-abortionists,
a

foetus has the

The
to

same

right to live

as

the

carrying it.

pro-choice movement, which seems
growing prominence in Zambia, is

be in

more

concerned with the life of the mother,

and believes that coercive child

bearing
substantially affect the life of the
mother. It also regards the decision to carry
could

She said culprits must also be

A

many reasons to resort to

issue of abortion transcends the confines of

patients

always in safe hands.

children born to unmarried mothers, the

approach the issue of

child has the

well-known doctor in Lusaka, said he was
well trained and knew his

ostracise children bom out of wedlock and

woman

homogenous group.

even if I know it is illegal.”
Disputing claims that clandestine
abortions put the lives of women at risk, a

abortions)

Zambian

a woman,

pregnancies.

Statistics show that the

or

a

pregnancy to full-temi as a
on the woman carrying

vested

right solely
it.

unfavourable legal
framework, abortions are shrouded in
Because of the

secrecy,

putting the lives of many young

women at
are

risk. These clandestine abortions

carried out

doctors

by both qualified medical
and traditional healers, who charge

exhorbitant fees.
One clinical officer who carries out the
act

from his home said, "1 make

money so

a

lot of

1 cannot stop (clandestine

because I

was not

pregnancy;

child.”

protagonists of
give, the law is
unequivocal, even though a long-term
solution lies not in the legal aspects
surrounding abortion, but on the ability of
society to educate the young on the dangers
of unprotected sex. Since most of those
seeking abortion are young women still
under the tutelage of parents, it is unlikely
that even if abortion is legalised they will do
it officially.
Whatever

reason

clandestine abortion

In most Zambian families, it is a taboo for

their young, unmarried
children about the various methods of birth

parents to talk to

control, as youngsters—particulalry women
—are not

expected to experiment sex before

marriage.
So. for as long as these cultural and
religious taboos persist, young women —
whose sexuality cannot be controlled by
any other than themselves — will continue
to

die of clandestine abortions.□
Sapem July. 1995
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BOTSWANA: FIGHTING CORRUPTION
Lekopanye Mooketsi

THP]

T

on

The multi-million contract for the

established

newly

Directorate

construction of the BHC head office

Corruption and

Economic Crime (DCEC) in

Botswana has not netted any

“big fish”
corruption, although the local
media have been reporting about
rampant corruption in high levels of
government and the civil service.
Most of the reported cases that the
involved in

The former assistant minister of local

government and lands in charge of urban

development, Ronald Sebego, resigned his
cabinet post as the BHC inquiry pointed out
that he had used his official position to
secure houses for his acquaintances.

directorate has had to deal with involve

petty crimes such as false

driver’s licences

and taxi drivers who attempted to steal court

records.

It

The DCEC

established in

July 1994,
following a controversial bill passed by
parliament.
was

it

was

crime

in

Botswana

were

far

widespread.
Although hailed by the Western
as a

model of economic

more

powers

development and

governance in Africa, Botswana is
endemic with corruption which has at times

good

forced senior government
of office.

even

out

In

1991.

a

ministers

Presidential commission of

inquiry appointed to investigate the
allocation of plots in peri urban areas found
that members of the public, including senior
government officials and top politicians,
had been allocating themselves chunks of
land without following proper procedures.
In the aftermath of the report, former
vice-president, the late Peter Mmusi, and
Daniel Kwelagobe, secretary-general of the
ruling Botswana Democratic Party (BDP)
Sapem July. 1993

also established that BHC allocated

Masire and those of the then Vice-President
Mmusi without

having to

go

through the

waiting list.
The commissioners also
BHC sold
Botswana President Ketumile Masire

were

forced

to

resign from the government.

Mmusi, who

was

also the minister of

local government

and lands, was said to
Kwelagobe’s application for
a large piece of land which was earmarked
for government projects. Kwelagobe
claimed he was given the plot by his “uncle".
In 1992, another commission of inquiry
found that the Botswana Housing
Corporation (BHC) had lost millions of
pula to construction companies through
shady contracts. Senior BHC officials were
implicated to have received bribes from
have approved

these

companies.

An assistant ministerof local government
and lands responsible forrural development,

Michael

Tshipinare, was convicted of
corruption by the Gaborone Magistrate
Court in 1993. in connection with the BHC
scam.

Tshipinare was found to have received
a bribe designed to

about US$180 000 in

make him influence the BHC to award

building contract to
construction company.

a

reported that

house to President Masire’s

daughter below the market price.
Last year it was reported that President

difficult to obtain evidence.

Obviously, top Government officials or
businessmen involved in corrupt activities
will do it in such a way that it becomes
impossible to trace their involvement.
Stockwell said corruption and economic

was

houses to the children of President Ketumile

DCEC director, Graham Stockwell, said
that it was going to take time before his
department is able to make a breakthrough,
as in most cases involving grand corruption

was

subsequently cancelled by the government,
and Tshipinare was later acquitted by the
High Court on appeal, after serving three
months in jail.

a

a South African
Spectra.

Masire and other cabinet ministers had not
serviced their loans

amounting to millions
pula with the government funded
agricultural bank, the National Development

of

Bank

(NDB), and that the bank had not

taken

measures to recover

the loans.

Partially as a result of its failure to recover
loans from customers, the NDB has been
struggling with serious liquidity problems
which has forced it to retrench

more

than

100

employees.
the bank would simply cancel
loans of top politicians and prominent
farmers under the pretext that the drought
had made it difficult for them to produce
enough to enable them to service their loans.
But last year, Vice-President and minister
of finance and development planning, Festus
Mogae, declined to call off the NDB loans
despite appeals from his colleagues in
parliament.
There are also reports of widespread
corruption in the army, wherejunior officers
say tenders have been awarded to companies
In the past,
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owned

by relatives of senior officers.
recently admitted that
tender procedures were not followed at the
Central Transport Organisation, the body
responsible for supplying government
departments with vehicles.
A cabinet minister

There have also been

numerous cases

in

or a

fine of up to

US$3 000

or

The director and his staff

both.

are

immune

from any

civil suits that can be instituted
against them during the course of their duties.
They are also authorised to use “reasonable”
force against suspects.
Last year, eyebrows were raised when a

‘younger brother’ of the commissioner of
police, Adolf Hirscheld, was appointed one
of the assistant directors of the DCEC when

Ihe post was never advertised.
Stockwell himself was
before

the

bill

was

appointed even
passed in

parliament.□

which senior government officials were
found to have awarded contracts to

companies in which they have interests.
However, last year, there was a public
outcry that the wide ranging powers
accorded to the DCEC would infringe on
fundamental individual freedoms.
The

Corruption and Economic Act was
by senior members of the
ruling party, who argued that although the
spirit of the law had some merit, some of its
provisions did not.
Daniel Kwelagobe told Parliament last
year that he would not like to see a situation
whereby in an attempt to fight the scourge
of corruption, government would develop a
culture of fear among the citizens.

CALL FOR CONTRIBUTIONS

also attacked

“We don’t want our citizens to be harassed.
You don’t get

rid of corruption by violating
rights,” said Kwelagobe who,
together with other BDP MPs, walked out
of parliament in protest, when the Corruption
Bill was passed.
According to a Government Gazette, the
directorate came in the wake of increasing
corruption and economic crimes especially
in the confines of the public service and
other public institutions.
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human

The directorate

was

established

to

investigate allegations of corruption and
laws of Botswana.
The Corruption and Economic Crime Act
states that a person can be found guilty if he/
she is found to maintain a standard of living
above his/her pre.sent or past known sources
offences against the fiscal

of income and assets and he/she is unable to

give a satisfactory account as to how he/she
is able to maintain that standard of living.
Apart from investigating the allegations,
the director has powers to require any person
in writing to produce, within a specified

This column aims at

enhancing the liveliness oP the magazine
stimulating further debote on Africa's cultural, economic,
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publication
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African Publishers’ Network
each African countiy.

Highlights from the Chairman’s Report to the APNET

It is our policy that we should first be
talking to fellow publishers in our own cotintries, and then
to
pttblisbers in the rest of the continent. This remains a
fundamental cornerstone of APNET policy because we
believe that it is through African publishers working
together that our common interests can best be sened.

General Council

Training

The Network is

Working

The
APNET is first and foremost

network, facilitating conttict between
hitherto isolated African publishers to get to know each other and to feel
part of one family. This contact is deepening and strengthening all the
time, fogetherw'e are making sure that it is no longer true to say that
there are no books publisbed in Africa. Togetber we htive made sure
that

our

Network is indeed

We have embarked
continue

to

have

on a

an

a

working.

wide range

impact

across

of projects whicb

are

having and

time-consuming activity in terms of the APNET
training woi k undertaken under
the auspices of the African Publishing Instittite (API), and
the Regional fraining (lo-ordinators in East and West
.\frica. The first phase of our training programme has

emphasised the following:
(i) the .skills of imparting expertise from

w ill

Usher

the entire continent.

ence

Ua\e active

co-operative relationships with 33 international
involved in pidrlishing development in .\frica. In
addition, we have e.stablished commtmictition with another 17 organi.sations involved in one way or another with the book issue in .\frica.
APNET has represented the interests of African publishers to all these
organizations. .Ml together, the Secretariat is in correspondence with
organisations on not less than 200 separate i.ssties/projects at variotis
levels of discussion/development within and outside Africa. What this
means is that more ;md more organisations are finding .APNET an
ef fective partner in their book development activities atid ititeiventions
now

organisations who

promotion
promoted African books at book fairs

.APNET has

on the continent and
the Zimbabwe International Book Fair, Nairobi PanAfrican Children’s Book Fair, New Delhi Book Fair, Singapore Book
F'air, Eondon International Book Fair, and this year at the Dakar Book

internationallv

—

at

as well. These
promotions and growing contact between .-Mrican
publisbers have facilitated the growth of bilateral trade arrangements.
We are witnessing a small btit distinct increase in licensing arrangements
between African publisbers, in both general and educational books.

Fair

Fui thermore, when ititei national book-aid flows into .African countries,
.African books are becoming a component of that aid. We now see

Kenyan textbooks ada|)ted for L'ganda ;md Zimbttbwean textbooks
adaptetl for Malawi.
International outreach
Fhe .APNF.T Board has been active in

discussing issues related to
publishing and book development with a host of international organisations, including world bodies sucb as UNESCO and the World Bank.
APNFIT has made contributions

to

tbe current World Bank review of its

proceilures for textbook provision. African publisbers now receive,
tbrongh the .APNFIT Secretariat, bulletins concerning World Bankliinded education programmes in .Mrica, especially wbere there is a
textbook element. I bis has enabled African ptdrlishers to tender for
book-aid sebemes and, indeed,

some

have been succes.sful.

organisations

on

aspects of publishing in Africa, providing up-to-date authentic

.African book issues.

Tbrougb .APNET, .African publisbers have
conceptualisation of several key studies on
publishing development in Africa. It is clear that the quality of intervention of international organi.sations in the book sector in .Africa is
on

made contributions

enricbed

as a

to

the

result of these contributions.

Networking
.APNF.'F

needs.

This is

potentially a htige project ;ind the Ifotnd has
a
forthcoming meeting of all tho,se involved
deliberate the next phase.

recommended
to

Publications
In addition

to the APR
tbree new publications bave been
produced: tbe Afriaui Rights Iiuialxi. the Dcvelopineiu
Dirccton' of Indigenous Pnl>lishing, and the APNET
Children s Cntnlogne.
.

Management
per.sistent challenge to tis all is that work has grown so
fast that our management capacity is constantly tiying to
catch u]) with the work-load. There is also the related need
to constantlv maintain administrative efficiency and
effective communication. In response, the Board has
thoroughly examined this atid envisages an expanded
secretariat in a manner that will contain these challenges.
Finallv, we cannot forget the conti ibutions of dotior
organisations, particularly the Bellagio (Irotip, who are part
of this dreatn and who have helped to make all this work
possible. We tbank them immenselv.

The

The future

Fine-tuning and consolidation
It makes sense that a period of rapid growth such as w'e
have had shoitld be followed by a period when we should,
armed with the practical experience of the ptist two yetirs,
evaluate our methods, our assumptions and our tools. The
idea is to identify and strengthen areas of weakness, to chart
new courses where nccessaiy and.
generally, to consolidate
and fine-tune oitr operations. .-Ml project committees have
more or

less taken off,

than others. We
to

though some are more developed
envisage that in the next two years these
advance along paths already defined lor

them.

.APNF.T has done research studies for dilferent

data

of .Wrican

will continue

Research
dilferent

one African pul>
training of those with experipublishing in the training of other pul)-

another, i.e. the

(ii) identifying national and regional publishing training

are

in Alrica.

Trade

to

Ushers; and

Co-operation
We

most

Secretariat has been the

now has members from 23 countries
representing over 1 000
])ublishers on tbe continent. Most of our members are represeutatives of
national pnblisliers’ association.s. .APNFIT has pursued a policy of
encotiraging the development ofnational ptiblishers' as.sociations in

The Board has

prosided Ibrthright leadership; the ,Secrecarry an ever-increasing wot k load. Special
thanks must go to both who respectir ely oversee and earn'
out the day-to-day tasks of implementing .APNET policy and
projects. Our Executive .SecretaiT, Paul Brickhill, was one of
those who helped set up .APNET. I le has worked tirelessly
for the past two and a half years in pursuit of .-kPNET aims.
We thank him for all he has done, and for the great boost be
has given the organisation in the first three-year phase of its
tariat has had

to

existence.

The message we

leave with

you

is: 'Otir Netwoi k is Working'.

APNET Chairman, Victor Nwankwo
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HOW WE WHITES HAVE HAD YOU FOR

SUCKERS
Cecil John
starting to believe that blacks are suckers. There, I
Heli, in the past I would never have said such a
thing — in fact, I used to be a liberal. But after what I’ve
seen in the past year or two, I have to say that you blacks
must be suckers. I cannot find any other explanation for
your having fallen head over heels for such a transparent
scam as the whites have set up. You blacks could have it all
it was right there in your grasp — yet daily, you give it
away for glittering trash. So you must be suckers.
Okay, I will speak to you freely on condition of anonymity,

I

AM

said it.

We

manager,

publish it, it will not make any difference. The
paradise for whites. The netv black elite have such
a stake in it that nothing will persuade them that the plastic
necklaces which the whites have presented are not the crown
jewels. And they spend their time persuading the rest of the
blacks that plastic jewellery is really gold and diamonds, or
alternately that plastic is actually better than gold and diamonds.
What am I talking about? There was a trade-off here. SA was
isolated internationally and the economy was stagnant. The
major corporations and the government decided in the late
1980s to stimulate the economy by releasing Mandela, unbanning
the ANC and starting the process that led to elections in 1994.
The principle was, and remains; give the blacks the government,
and the whites can keep the economy. Hell, let them be ministers,
premiers, MPs — we felt a black president would do wonders
for international reinvestment in the economy. Let them govern
and dish out thousands of fancy titles, ride in fancy cars, make
speeches, set up a constitutional court, pass lovely laws, host the
queen at garden parties, bury black politicians in state funerals
but

even

—

growth rate is positive again, GDP will increase 3 percent
the JSE is flourishing, shareholders’ dividends sparkle,
companies are trading internationally, the former Frontline States
like Zimbabwe and Zambia are suddenly open to our goods — we
can dump old machinery and mediocre products on a sitting-duck
market. Thank you Madiba, for making SA legitimate again.
And the government is so nice to the economy, to business —
they never interfere. Well, they sometimes strut and posture, but
that is just make believe, so they can look legit to their voters.
Believe me, they are pussycats.
When that woman, the deputy minister, got stroppy, they

no

power

compared with Wall

Street.
OK — the President

can

send soldiers to Kuwait or threaten

bomb Bosnia, but everyone knows that General Motors packs
far more punch than Gen. Powell. Bill Gates is the richest man

to

in America and he will be around

longer than Bill Clinton.

So, the trade-off in S A was simple — let us move to elections,
and then the blacks will tie themselves up in political knots
forever, virtually. The economy

will stay in safe white hands,

prospering.

give the blacks the government, and the whites can
keep the economy

22

handled that themselves. Even the former firebrands are pussycats
Joe Modise, fonnerly a most feared MK commander, is now
the commander of the pussycats. He rolls over on his back and the
white generals munnur “corvettes RDP, corvettes RDP” as they

—

stroke his tummy.
Best of all is Madiba. How business loves that man! We asked
'

him to stop that silly talk about nationalisation. Gone. We invite
him to fancy black tie dinners — he is so obliging — whether at
a

wine farm in the

Cape,

or at a

dinner for

a

spierwit insurance

or at those award ceremonies we keep sponsoring. He is
full of love and reconciliation. He never interferes in our

giant,

never asks why we do not have black executives, or
why we have shifted our corporate control offshore. He is a
perfect gentleman. We contribute to his charitable funds, to be
sure, and build a school here and there. Small change for us, but
super PR.
Lets talk more about the economy. It isn’t as simple as I have
made out. We whites have had to make some nifty moves which
I will describe to you now. I did not believe they would work,
they seemed too transparent and too tlimsy, but they are all

business, he

Anyone in the West knows how irrelevant government is to

are we

RDP manager, affirmative action executive,

The

a

business. The White House has

boy,

a process of ensuring that every major
the JSE has a black human resources

this year,

if you

the works.

and

in

public affairs director or things like that.

—

New SA is

are now

company on

winners. Let
a

me

start

with the affirmative action

scam.

That is

beaut.

We in business, those of us who control the economy talk
endlessly about affirmative action, we hold conferences, publish
mission statements, set targets, and make the most pitifully
token appointments, and they fall for it. We are now in a process
of ensuring that every major company on the JSE has a black
human resources manager, RDP manager, affirmative action
Sapi-m July, 1995
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business issues. It is

executive, public affairs director or things

our core

like that.

situation.

I know it is
we

win-win

I suppose that you’ve heard of our ultimate
perfection of this process — the business
development manager.
Oh, boy. We phased this in tentatively 18
months ago, and it is spreading like wildfire.

ridiculously transparent, and

all know that these front-office black

managers arc hired for their compliance and
for their smiling black faces in our corporate
brochures. But

nobody criticises us, and
black candidates line up for these jobs.
We make a point of not ruining such a

It works like this:

Every major

company

gets a black to serve as business development

by appointing any blacks
with hard skills to real executive posts, just
to Micky Mouse ones where they can do no
damage. Oh yes, how could I forget the
corporate social responsibility 'managers
who dish out small change to the
underprivileged — they build schools in
shipping containers and suchlike. So we
win both ways: we have blacks on board,
and they do not ever have to get involved in
charming set

a

markets executive or
something like that. When we bid for
manager or new

up

business contracts which involve the

government, provinces or parastatals, we
front with

our

BDM.

If, say, a construction company wants to
deal with a public body or with a corporation
that is black-sensitive,

we get our BDM to
give the presentation. The requirements for
being a BDM are simple: black, able to

drive

fancy car which is compulsory,
willing to receive a high salary, must be able
to name-drop names like Cyril, Tokyo,
Thabo, Dali, etc, and willing — and this is
crucial
to keep his nose out of the actual
contract. He is the gopher: get the business
a

—

in, smile, shake hands, and then leave it to us
to

get on with the job. No significant

company
BDM.

today

can

afford not to have

a

I can go on and on, but we better leave
something for next time. In fact, remind me
to tell you next time about black
empowerment companies and joint ventures.
That really hits the nail on the head.
E.N.: This satirical piece was extracted
from the South African newspaper. Business
Day, and its authors are three writers using
a nom de plume .□
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demonstrating that Africa has a common identity, purpose and destiny Dr.
challenges the continent’s existing styles of leadership and governance. He also
examines how people’s empowerment or lack of it affects development.
Mutharika

This book condemns those who have

betrayed the trust of the people by hijacking and
derailing the development process. It argues for self-confidence among Africans, minimum
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ranked the poorest continent if the political systems of the nations become flexible and
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the wall ’ or ride with
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reform would invariably be swept away by the rising tide, ” says Dr.
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ZIMBABWE: CHAMBATI’S CHALLENGE

MISSION
Zarubabel Mudzingwa

IMBABWE'S 1995-1996

lowest

budget
July 27
represents a great challenge to the
government, as it has to address and fulfil
the expectations and interests of a wide
spectrum of the country's population and

Z

be announced

to

donors

as

As the

probability.” The defence ministry

got the second highest allocation after the

on

ministry of higher education. Another
particularly
remiss in last fiscal budget was the
government's failure to effect a
economist, Eric Bloch, said

well.

substantive cut

minister of finance Ariston

defence vote,

in the

especially

now'

appointment,
he left behind a focused and financially
sound TA Holdings poised for growth, both
in the short and long-tenn, after the portfolio
restructuring exercise. His orientation,
however, meets with challenges of drawing
up the 1995-96 fiscal budget, balance the
government deficit which has doubled in
the current fiscal year's first half to Z$3
billion (over US$360 000), against the
original target of Z$l,5 billion. He also has
to instill financial discipline within
government departments, and above all.

ambitions

to cut

strive to accommodate the much-sidelined

the Plant Protection Research Institute alone

private sector.
Expenditure for the second half of the
current fiscal year is expected to be even
higher largely due to imports of drought

needed

new

Chambati moved to take his

relief foodstuffs. Now, with

a

Cabinet

increased

by two more ministries and a
back-up increased by 10 more deputy
ministers, the budget deficit and inflation
may also deepen.
In its analysis of the last national budget,
the Zimbabwe

Congress of Trade Unions

(ZCTU), said it was the most
unimaginative instrument of economic
management, as it did not fully address
the

unemployment crisis, high government
expenditure and the resurgence in the tide
of inflation.

"Unemployment is getting out of control
so the forthcoming budget should stimulate
entrepreneurship and have incentives to
boost the level of domestic investment,”

24

Another

area

that there

are renowned
the army to 40 000 men.
which Chambati's budget

should redress is the

ministry of lands,
agriculture and water development, now
split into two ministries. Last year, it had an
allocation of Z$ 1,04 billion, which

was

far

less than its
year

requirements. In the financial
ending June 30, 1995, 16 research

stations had exhausted their

current votes

by February.
Research services such as controlling
migratory pests, dairy and meat grading and
soil surveys had been affected. La.st year,

Z$3 million for controlling the

said Ted Makoni, former chief executive of

after spending Z$400 000 from
regular allocation on the outbreak, but was
given only Z$800 000.
The same goes for the Ministry of

the Zimbabwe National Chamber of

Education, which with an allocation of Z$3

Commerce.

billion, still has the

army worm

Ariston Chambati

While

welcoming the ZSL066 billion
to the ministry of health and child
welfare, he said a much bigger allocation
was needed for the cash-strapped ministry.
Last year, the health ministry was ground to

allocation

a

halt when doctors downed their tools for

a

week, demanding, among other things,
increased salaries which the

ministry could

provide.
Makoni
to

the

questioned the high allocation
ministry of defence (Z$L7 billion)

"when indicators

are

such that the whole

sub-region is embroiled in peace initiatives
and the chances of conflict

are

at

their

majority of teachers in
abject poverty, since the ministry cannot
award them
Last year,

significant salary increments.
the 90 (K)0 member Zimbabwe

Teachers' Association

(Zimta) threatened

industrial action

demanding 65 percent
salary adjustments.
In a paper analysing Zimbabwe's 199495 budget. World Bank senior resident
economist Kapil Kapoor said, "to preserve
the gains made so far. I would have therefore
liked to see a greater increase in the amounts
an

allocated to social sectors”.

Fiscal

performance has also been
jeopardised by the performance of public
Sapkm July. 199.‘i
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enterprises whose losses continue to be a
burden to the national purse. Parastatals
cumulative losses amount to Z$1 457,6
million, excluding almost Z$1 000 million
required by the Grain Marketing Board for
the strategic grain reserves.
However, the difficult question still remains
ofwhich route the ministry of finance should

reducing the budget deficit:
disposing of state assets such as parastatals
and shares in private companies or
drastically reduce government spending
including via massive retrenchments.
Either route has booby traps - moral,
political and economic - for Chambati that
he has to balance this delicately. Disposing

take

to

of state assets would be the
but

this touches

on

quickest way
the unresolved

indigenisation question where blacks claim
a birth right to these assets but have no
funds to buy them. On the other hand,
sharply reducing government expenditure
involves discontinuing provision of state
social services such

as

subsidies

on

VOTE BUDGET ANALYSIS

APPROPRIATIONS
94-95

1993-94

XVOTES

XVOTES

1994-96

1993-94

% INCREASE

191 240 000

158 535 000

20,63

1,36

1,04

27 400000

23 720 000

15,51

0,19

0,17

334 460 000

193 180 000

73,13

2,38

1,64

1 699 200 000

1 532180000

10,90

12,09

1Z98

691 370 000

426 561 000

108,97

6,34

7,30

1 418 464 000

1 927 362 000

-35,90

10,09

15,27

11490 000

11 190 000

2,68

0,08

475008 000

184 040 000

158,10

3,38

1 043 018 000

751 387 000

1,39

7,42

6,16

66 460000

102 096000

-66,47

0,47

0,56

TRANSPORT AND ENERGY

600 878 000

483 288 000

24,3

4,27

4,07

FOREIGN AFFAIRS

173 950000

160 525 000

8,4

1,24

1,14

PRESIDENT AND CABINET

PARLIAMENT
PUBLIC SERVICE, LABOUR
AND SOCIAL WELFARE

DEFENCE
FINANCE

VOTE OF CREDIT
AUDIT

INDUSTRY AND COMMERCE

„.

■

1 ►

ilvr.LV

1»

0,09
:

LANDS, AGRICULTURE AND

WATER DEVELOPMENT
MINES

LOCAL GOVERNMENT, RURAL
AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT

...

HEALTH AND CHILD WELFARE

.

EDUCATION AND CULTURE

HIGHER EDUCATION

313 393 000

244 950000

27,9

2.23

1,94

1 066 839 000

244 950000

43,55

7,59

7,40

2 974 855 000

2 410 491 000

2,3

21,16

19,60

696 225000

589 320 000

18,1

4,95

4,28

61 650 000

63 280 000

-9,7

0,44

0,54

717 170 000

587 410000

22,09

5,10

4,53

208 950000

184 675000

13,14

1,49

1,42

60495000

43 174 000

4,01

0,43

0,37

99 488 000

86 725 000

14,71

0,71

0,72

928 126 000

888 793 000

4,5

6.60

7,53

NATIONAL AFFAIRS, EMPLOYMENT;
CREATION AND CO-OPERATIVES...
HOME AFFAIRS

JUSTICE, LEGAL AND

paruamentary affairs
INFORMATION, POSTS
AND TELECOMMUNICATIONS

ENVIRONMENT AND TOURISM
PUBLIC CONSTRUCTION AND
NATIONAL HOUSING
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education and health.

Ministries’ vote compared to last year

Another difficult task Chambati faces

1993-4

is

drawing up the next phase of reforms,
underpin the gains from the first, in
which the issue of privatisation
features prominently and on which the
to

World Bank, the IMF and other donors

will press him hard. Already, the IMF has
indicated it is not pleased with
Zimbabwe’s pace of privatising parastatals
and wants this done more speedily.
Back home, Chambati has to make-do
with the controversial Political Parties

Bill, which entitles
from

annum

state

Z$30 million per
coffers to the ruling

party, the Zimbabwe African National
Union

—

Patriotic Front (Zanu-PF).

In addition, issues such

Exchange Act, which is

as

the Stock

by blacks as
restrictive, will find their way into the
minister’s in tray early, and have to be
solved amicably. In the end, Chambati
has to come out of this minefied of hopes
seen

1992-3

$
Public Service, Labour
and Social Welfare
Defence
Finance

$

193180 000

Industry and Commerce
Lands, Agriculture and

149 340 000

410182100
1377 415000
636 293 000
134 390 000

Water
Mines

726 387 000
65 596 000
480 288 000

1 393 476 000
40 360 000
455 421 000

134 075 000

126 375 000

228 550 000
873 208 000
2 312 991 000

299 677 000
722 780 000
2 051 586 000

Higher Education

505 380 000

404 134 000

National Affairs, Employment
Creation and Co-operatives
Home Affairs

63 280 000
534 410 000

60 339 000
482 806 000

168 075 000

141 138 000

43 174 000
84 470 000

39 714 000
81 430 000

888 793 000

687 559 000

11 801 090 000

11 341 010 000

1 532 180 000
861 511 000

Development

Transport and Energy
Foreign Affairs
Local Government, Rural
and Urban Development
Health and Child Welfare

Education and Culture

Justice, Legal and

Parliamentary Affairs
Information, Posts and
Telecommunications
Environment and Tourism
Public Construction and
National

Housing

Totals

and

expectations unbruised. He has to
apply his diplomatic, intellectual depth
and practical business experience
cautiously to wad his way through.
Already caught up in this moral, political
and economic web, Chambati has

already

sounded

displeasure to high interest rates
which he said were “dysfunctional in
totality of the performance of the national
economy’’, especially as they related to
the private sector which often could not
borrow for expansion, due to the high cost
of money. As someone who comes from
the private sector, he views it as a sacred
cow.

“The

high interest rates will starve
proverbial cow to death and in
practical terms it means the economy
the

will be sick.’’Q

Soif//u’m Africa is published by the
Development Bank of Southern Africa. Pre\iously a
quarterly, the journal will appear every two months
from Februar>' 1995. It aims to promote research and
discussion on topics of particular interest to
development practitioners and others with an interest
in development in southern Africa. Volume 12 No 1
(February 1995) includes contributions on:
•
•

•
•
•

Another area which Chambati’s
should redress is the Ministry of

budget

Lands,
Agriculture and Water Development, now
split into two ministries. Last year, it had an
allocation of Z1,04 billion, which was far less
of its requirements. In the financial year ending
June 30,

1995, 16 research stations had
by February.

exhausted their current votes
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•

Personal savings, ethnicity and redistribution
What South Africa can learn from the Newly
Industrialised Countries about the appropriate
of technology

choice

Education and the capacity to export manufactures
Science and le^'hnolog\' policy for South Africa
Socio-economic and gender aspects of urban

agriculture in Harare
Rapid educational expansion and primarv' school

elficiency in Zimbabwe.
Subscription rates (from I April 1995)
-

-

are:
For subscribers in southern Africa
R75 per annum (including postage)
For subscribers outside southern Africa
USS50 per annum (including surface postage)

To .subscribe, pleo.se send your imymenl to:
The Coordinator. De\'elopment Southem Africa
TO Box 1234. Halfwav House 1685. South Africa
Tel: (01 1) 313-391 1. Fa-s (01 11 313-3086
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THE COLLAPSE OF THE MERIDIEM
BIAO
Square Yalemana
HE COLLAPSE of Zambia’s

T

bank and the first
truly Pan-African banking group,
the Meridien BIAO in May this year, will
fourth largest

no

doubt create considerable pressure

on

the local money

market, with a

devastating impact on the depositors, as
the government has failed to come up
with a rescue package
Some clients lost even their May salaries,
which were sent to the bank by their
employers. Finance minister Ronald Penza
said the bank had completely lost customer

business account with the Meridien

management to ensure the continued

held

viability of the local Meridien Bank
operation. Regrettably, however, the
situation has not improved and the only
responsible course to use was closure,”

BIAO Bank. “People should have been given
a

a

chance

choice,” he said.

The defunct bank would be

merged with
leading bank, Zambia National

in March 1991 in

Limited (Zambank), and later be
under the present

established in 1853, which

Commercial Bank (ZNCB) to fomi a new
bank called Zambia

Banking Corporation

privatised
privatisation programme.
But there are no guarantees that the hundreds

commence

it acquired

over

liquidation of BIAO in April
by Meridien International Bank

arranged to surrender the group assets to
assist its liquidity.
The bank’s insolvency occurs even after
February’s government injection of about
US$33,75 million to avoid its total collapese.
Reserve Ban k of Zambia governor, Jacob

jobs, for even ZNCB is planning to scale
down its operations.

Limited.

Mwanza, said that, “faced with clear

Marwick of South Africa would conduct

insolvency of Meridien Bank,

the Reserve Bank has taken complete seizure

of the bank to protect

the interests of

depositors and the financial system”.
The bank needed US$62,5 million to be

recapitalised but the amount could not be
raised, and the closure meant that all
obligations of the bank would not be met
until further notice. Its problems seemed to
have stemmed from its dealings with other
banks in the group.

Reports indicate that the Zambian branch
the mainstay of the Meridien BIAO

Bank of Zambia (BBOZ) director of

BIAO contributed nine banks to the enlarged

Felix

receiver of the bank, while KPMG Peat

compared to only US$2()0 million from
operations in West and East Africa. This
raised questions of the economics of having
so many branches that were not profit
making.
“Meridien BIAO has been facing
problems for a long time. The Bank of
Zambia and the government have done
everything possible to assist the bank. We
have worked closely with the directors and
Sapem July, 1995

the outcome of

investigations into what cau.sed the crisis in
the bank.

African

In

reality, though the move by the BOZ to

an

Monetary Union (UMOA), which

mandated Meridien International Bank

seize the Meridien Bank was in line with the

Limited to restructure the African network

New

of the BIAO, whose Paris parent company

and in the interest of the country,

was

Banking and Financial Services Act
the closure
is another nail in the coffin of indigenous
financial institutions, as public confidence
in them is rapidly being eroded. This is the
second indigenous bank toclose afterCapital
Bank ceased its operations in 1991.
The closure of Meridien

Bank has

workers and account holders. Workers who

operations

These arrangements were

agreement signed in August 1990 with
BCEAO, the central bank of the West

network.
its Zambian

incorporation, Meridien

banks established in 1983 whilst

network.

registrar of banks,
Kani, has since been appointed the

generally caused some anxiety among

million from

seven

financial markets and

was

In 1993, the bank made a profit of US$3()0

At the time of

had

had been taken

from the

1991

evidence of

incorporated

Luxembourg, but did not

operations until October, when
the Meridien banks in Africa and
those parts of the BIAO (International Bank
of West Africa), a French banking network

Zambia’s

of Meridien Bank workers will retain their

even

withdraw their money and open
more reliable banks of their

with

Meridien BIAO Bank, was

Mwanza said.

after shareholders had

confidence

to

accounts

had been

loyal to the bank, now feel betrayed.
especially those in junior

Most of them,
ranks had

no

idea of the bank’s imminent

closure. No one from management had even
hinted at such a possibility. Some workers
do not
still in

even

know whether legally they are

employment or not, or worse still
they will get their salaries.

whether

Account holders made to believe that all

well with the bank,

paying for
their trust. “Why didn’t they tell us the
truth?”, complained Nonnan Chanda, who
was

are now

already in voluntary liquidation.
According to reports, it was contemplated
that the holding company for the new
network would have important African
institutions as minority shareholders. The
African Development Bank (ADB) acquired
10 percent of the shares in May 1992, and
Banqiie Quest Africaiiie De Development
acquired 16 percent in August 1992, bringing
the issued share capital of Meridien BIAO
to its initial target of US$75 million.
Meridien International Bank Limited held
74 percent in the group.
The network had 20 banks in

Africa,

one

in

Hamburg, Germany, and service
companies in London and New York. The
Hamburg branch, which was registered in
December 1991, was a successor to
BIAO branch and existed

mainly to

the

serve

the African banks and their clients.
The

London service company was
27
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previously part of the Meridien Network
while the New York company resulted from
the merger of the offices of Meridien and

banking through the Meridien
Card last year, a form of credit

BIAO.

very popular
abroad.

The Network also established Sofimer in

card which has since become

While Sardanis had

Paris, specifically to serve the newly merged
network while the African branches

were

supervised through regional offices in
Abidjan and Lusaka.
At the time of incorporation and two
years later, only two of the 20 banks in
Africa were wholly owned by Meridien

in Africa and
a

good

foresight of the network and
had planned to do all he could
to see it succeed, the days of
the group were numbered as
sooner than later the network

BIAO whereas elsewhere the Meridien

slowly started losing its
credibility and leadership in

BIAO

Africa.

shareholding ranged from 30 to 94
per cent. The wholly owned banks were in
Gambia and Nigeria, while in the Zambian
Bank it had 94 per cent shareholding. The
performance of the network in the initial
stage was all rosy and it soon acquired large

Sardanis’ well intended ideas
of

rapid expansion in East,

West and Southern Africa,

however,

cost him a

these,

compounded

fortune

as

by

market share. In Zambia, Meridien BIAO

management difficulties in the

ranked second in

group, marked the start of the
sudden collapse ofthe “empire”.

terms

of

assets

and share

of the Market,

becoming the fourth largest
country after ZNCB, Barclays

bank in the

Bank and Standard Chartered Bank.

By 1994, the Meridien BIAO
increased its

assets

group had
from US$75 million to

about US$3 billion,

becoming the most
liquid network in Sub-Saharan African. In
1992, the Network realised a profit of US$2,6
million. In his 1992 Annual Report, the then
chairman of the group, Andrew Sardanis,
boastfully said his network was one of the
foremost banking networks in Africa.
“We intend to operate it prudently and
profitably in the interest of its shareholders,
and for the benefits of the economies of the

respective countries and of the continent as
a

whole.

With the commitment and

dedication of

our

partners in the various

subsidiaries

well

as

as

the 3 600 members of

the management and staff, I have no
that we shall succeed,” he said.

doubt

By February this year, Meridien BIAO
was reported by its chairman, John
Kapotwe,
to have over US$1 billion worth of deposits
in 20 African countries while between

January 1994 and January 1995, the
network’s deposit ba.se had increased by
over

48 percent.

This year, when things were becoming
too hot for Meridien in Europie and America,
the network’s

headquarters

was

shifted to

Lusaka.
One of the
group was
28

Operational

problems
with the
group and soon the Hamburg
branch was closed followed by
became synonymous

successes recorded by the
the introduction of electronic

the Swaziland branch which was
later sold to the First National
Bank of South Africa.

Additionally, the

The

Kenyan branch was the third in the
hierarchy and was closed in February by the
Bank of Kenya for failing to recover more
than US$12 million it had placed in the
Bahamas, the headquarters of the Meridien
International Bank. This could not be repaid
because of the tight liquidity caused by
trading losses made by the parent bank in
1994.

Within the

same

month, there

was a run

the bank in Zambia, following rumours
of its imminent closure resulting in the loss
on

of about US$37.5 million out of its

deposit

base of US$46,2 million.

Although the government pumped in a lot
of money to bail
of Zambia took

it out. and later on the Bank
over the management, the
bank continued limping as its capital base
was still
very minimal to even meet its
obligations to the public.
By March, the bank could only meet 1,47
per cent of the total of its $34,75 million
liabilities to the public from its core liquid
assets (treasury bills, current account balance

a

run on

the bank still left

deficit of US$15.75 million

on

its total

liability to the public between November
1994 and March 1995, despite the
government’s injection of about US$33,75
million. In other countries, central banks
continued

closing Meridien BIAO branches

because oflarge foreign exchange exposures.
In Tanzania, the central bank took

over

the

bank in March and has since sold it to the
Standard Bank of South Africa. Burundi has
also closed the bank’s branch in

Bujumbura,
Niger experienced a run resulting in
the loss of millions of deposits.
Financial analysts have accused the bank’s
Management, especially its chairman
Sardanis for expanding too quickly without
looking into the effects of such a move. The
Meridien is one of the rapidly expanding
banks in Africa with branches throughout the
while

continent.
The failure of the Zambian branch has now
turned into a

with the Bank of Zambia and Coins and

political issue, with opposition
parties threatening to sue the government
over the merger of the ill-fated bank with

Notes).

the ZNCB.G
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ANNOUNCING THE POLITICAL ECONOMY OF

BOTSWANA IN SADCC

Economy of Botswana in SADCC
hy Balefi Tsie
This book focuses on the inter-relationship between industrial developenient policy
The Political

Edited

of reducing dependence upon South Africa through
regional cooperation in the Southern African Development Coordination Conference (SADCC), now Southern Africa Development Community (SADC). The
study shows that there were several contradictions accompanying both national and
regional efforts at reducing dependence on South Africa and that these
rendered SADCC’s strategy of integrated industrialisation unworkable.
in Botswana and the process

contradictions

aggravated by South African destabilisation of the SADCC states, the world
recession, IMF conditionalities and the lukewarm support for SADCC’s industrialisation programme by
the West. Nevertheless, the book argues that SADCC has been vitally important to Botswana in terms
of reducing dependence especially in the spheres of food, energy and transport.
The contradictions

First

were

Price: Local;

published: IW5

ANNOUNCING THE POLITICAL ECONOMY OF NIGERIA UNDER

The Political

Tim Political

Economy of

■: Si-

Mgeriii
Military

if

M^19a4»1993 I

ZSI.'IO.OO

Africa; US$25.(K1

ISBN 1-7790.‘>-OI9-04 357 pp

MILITARY RULE: 1984-1993

Economy of Nigeria Under Military Rule: (1984 -1993)
& Ahuhakar Momoh (Editors)

Said Adejumohi

military on Nigeria’s political scene in December, 1993, after a
short-lived civilian rule marked another long and tortuous journey during the reign

The return of the

military leaders. The focus of this book is on the Buhari and Babangida
i
regimes, particularly the latter introduced fundamental
El
changes in the Nigerian political economy which covered the areas of economic
reform, a transition to civil rule programme, civil service and state creation
programmes. These had profound consequences on the economy, politics and
society in Nigeria. This book attempts a critical analysis of these fundamental policy refomis undertaken
by these two military juntas, explicating their character, implications and overall impact.
of repressive

t

administrations. These

by scholars with a first hand knowledge of the country as citizens and political experts, the
Economy of Nigeria book is a necessary compendium for anybody interested in studying
military rule in Nigeria as well as its parallels elsewhere in Africa.
Written

Political

First

published: 1995

ISBN 1-77905-036-4 359 pp

Price: Local: hbZ$l20.00

Africa: hb US$20.00

pb Z$80.00

pb US$13.(K)

Order your copies from SAPES Books,
P.O. Box MP 111, Mt. Pleasant, Harare, Zimbabwe
Phone: 727875/790815;

Fax: 732735; Telex: 26464 AAPS ZW

SAFES BOOKS
NOW AVAILABLE

SAFES TRUST

ANNOUNCING THE LAND

The
Land

The Land

Question in

Sam

Zimbabwe
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Question in Zimbabwe

Moyo

This is the first

comprehensive empirical analysis of the land issue in Zimbabwe in
emerging national demands for land redistribution, resettlement
and reforms more than a decade after the attainment of majority rule. The land issue
acted as the motive force for the liberation war that led to independence. Because of
the constraints imposed by the Lancaster Agreement on the basis of which independence was ushered in, the issue can only be frontally and comprehensively addressed
the

Sam

Moyo

context

of the

now.

question has been a nagging issue and has resurfaced as a major social, political and economic
problem at both the national and international levels. The report of the Land Tenure Commission may
fuel, rather than resolve, debate over this land issue. Thus Moyo’s book comes at an opportune moment
since it provides an invaluable basis for informed discussion of land reform policy options, given its
wealth of empirical data and cogent conceptual framework.
The land
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Dynamics and Prospects of
(1900-1994)
South Africa’s attainment of independence in 1994 marked a turning point in the
history of that country as well as in the sub-region. This book sets out to articulate
the theoretical and methodological issues conjuctural to the liberation struggle in
South Africa.lt further gives an insight into the political and ideological constants
in which the liberation movement was imbedded; the differentiation of the levels at
which various social classes participated in the liberation struggle and the disaggregation of central concepts or ideas that influenced and shaped the ideological
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of the liberation movement.

gender issues and struggles concentrates on mapping out key theoretical issues and
provides a framework for conceptualising gender in the
history of the liberation movement.
Finally, the book provides a critical analysis of the political organisations namely, the African National
Congress, Pan Africanist Congress and Black Consciousness Movement. This analysis is premised on
the fact that the contradiction in South Africa was a product of white-settler colonialism and imperialism.

The discussion
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historical trends within the movement and
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Edited

Southern Africa is well endowed with mineral wealth which is not

The Mining Sector
in Southern Africa

being exploited

has been placed on mechanisation and high technology due
political reasons and the abundance of cheap labour, not to mention the protection
of uneconomic mining companies by the national governments.
to

the full. Less emphasis

to
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The issues discussed in this book include, inter alia, the following:

mineral financing;

the SADCC iron and steel industry; mineral beneficiation, ownership and
and

legislation;

possible scenarios for post-apartheid regional strategies in the mining sector.

that if mining is to remain the engine for economic growth and
development in the region, SADCC should address the following issues, among other things; ensuring the
smooth operation of mines; professional product marketing; removal of trade barriers; introduction/
improvement of appropriate mining technology and the revision of colonial mining legislation to suit
present circumstances. Furthermore, SADCC’s modus operandi should move away from nationalistic
inclinations that emphasise the need for self-reliance at the expense of comparative advantage.

The contributions in this book argue
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PERSPECTIVES

HUMAN RIGHTS AND

DEMOCRACY IN AFRICA: WESTERN
CONDITIONALITY OR POPULAR
DEMAND?
IBBO MaNDAZA

A

S WE go to press, there is talk of
human rights groups preparing a

G lobal
—

rights record, to be presented to the Paris
Club in the hope that any further aid to that
African country will be linked to the need
for an improvement in human rights and the
development of a democratic culture. It is

—

spine of any African government

—

Africa. In the face of the threat that aid could

establish a National Commission on Human

Rights. Indeed, for the few days that the
Kenyan government has to appear before
the Paris Club, there might even be the
apparent decline respite in the incidence of
human rights abuses in a country in which
the latter has become part and parcel of the
political culture.

No doubt

most

African countries will

take note of these developments
to

with respect
Kenya, in the full knowledge that any of

them could face the

As

same

music tomorrow.

the

Amnesty International
International Report for 1995 reveals.
Governments world-wide committed
gross human rights violations in 1994,
patting prisoners of conscience hehind bars, torturing people into confessions. and trying to silence their
critics through "disappearances" and
extrajudicial executions.
30

or criminal detainees tortured
ill-treated in 120 countries and died

government agents who carried out
extrajudicial executions or possible
extrajudicial executions in 54 countries,
and people known to have “disappeared”
some

prisoners in some 57 countries who

remain
—

29 countries

executions carried out in 33 countries,
and

withheld

altogether, the Kenyan
government itself will try to show a “human
face”, with President Moi promising to

Following the first non-racial elections in
South Africa, political violence subsided in
most of the country, though by the year’s
end, the toll of political killings rose sharply
in KwaZulu Natal (formerly Natal Province)
with at least 75 people killed in December
amidst continuing allegations of police
complicity.

in

has become a characteristic of contempxjrary

or

unarmed

in Amnesty
report include

of such treatment in 34 countries
—

nowadays, particularly given the abject
dependence on aid and donor funding that

be cut

78 countries

political
or

the kind of threat that will send shivers

down the

prisoners of conscience held in at least

International’s 1995

damning report on Kenya’s human

blurred in the

continuing conflict. Soldiers
extrajudicially
executed captured insurgents or suspected
insurgents, while rebels killed and abducted

highlights

on

death

row

armed

opposition groups in at least 36
countries who committed human rights
abuses, such

hostage taking
arbitrary killings.

as torture,

and deliberate and

Throughout the continent of Africa,
political killings by government and armed
opposition groups continued to claim
hundreds of thousands of lives in deadly
conflicts. In Rwanda, the genocidal attack
on the minority Tutsi ethnic group and
massacres

of members of the Hutu ethnic

group left over half a million people dead.
More than a million others fled the country
in fear for their lives. In

neighbouring

Burundi, thousands were killed in politically
and

ethnically motivated massacres by
security forces and armed civilian gangs —
killings that continued in 1995 in the context
of almost complete break down of law and
order in the country.

In

men,

women

and children.

In Algeria, the civilian population was
frequently caught between the security
forces and groups calling themselves “amied
Islamic groups”. This resulted in thousands
of deaths and injuries, and in hundreds of
civilians being extrajudicially executed by
the security forces or deliberately and
arbitrarily killed by these armed groups.

Extrajudicial

executions continued to

the human

rights records of half the
including
Guatemala where such killings increased
significantly over the previous year. Human
rights workers, indigenous activists,
suspected government opponents, trade
unionists and journalists were among the
nearly 300 victims. In Colombia, the armed
forces or paramilitary groups operating with
their support extrajudicially executed more
than 1 000 people and 140 were reported to
have “disappeared”.
mar

countries in the Americas,

The widespread torture and ill -treatment

Sierra Leone, distinctions between

government soldiers

tortured, ill-treated and

and rebels became

in the

region was evident in Mexico,
particularly during the uprising in the
Sapem July. 1995
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southern state of Chiapas. Hundreds of
people — most of them Indians — were
arbitrarily arrested for short periods and
scores

were

tortured

or

ill-treated before

being released without charge. Similar
treatment was

tensions

meted out to detainees when

erupted again in early 1995.

In the United States of America—one of

remain

impervious to the wind of change
sweeping across Africa and found
themselves increasingly isolated in a
post-Cold War world now more
concerned about democratic practices
than the imperatives of a Cold War that
demanded solidarity with even the worst
offenders of human rights in Third World
countries.

of deliberate and

arbitrary
killings were reported in Europe, mostly
committed by Bosnian Serb forces, and
hundreds of prisoners of conscience were
held by various parties to the conflict.
Other human rights violations included
“disappearances”, bombing or shooting
at houses, and attacking people in their
homes.

Therefore, it is the African situation that
loudest and is perhaps
pronounced, precisely because of the
continent’s gross vulnerability to western
conditionality and how the latter has in the
course of the last decade
appeared to be a
major factor in breaking the stranglehold of
dictatorships in Africa. For example, it is
doubtful that Moi and Banda in Kenya and
Malawi respectively could have conceded
to the popular demand for nndti-partyism
appears to cry out

most

it not for the western conditionality on
the basis of which donor aid was to be
were

withheld until these

Western conditionality that it has been found
to

be effective in such countries

Kenya
and Malawi while being of limited impact
with respect to such countries as Zaire and
Nigeria. Popular forces in those two latter
countries in particular, will be left to wonder
why the world has apparently turned a deaf
ear to

as

their calls for the isolation of their

corrupt and dictatorial regimes. Therefore,
it does

point to the need to examine the

factors under which

conditionality
can augment or constrain
popular forces in
given African societies. As is now well
known, western conditionality was a major
factor, for

western

most of the 1960s and

1970s, in

the establishment and

development of
fascist-type regimes in Africa, in the name
of “stability” and “anti communism”, but
always at the expense of basic democratic
principles and popular demands. More than
that, it does help to emphasise the point that
western conditionality has never been —
and

be

can never

—

a

fundamental basis

for

democracy and human rights in Africa.
conditionality
nowadays might indeed make possible, at
On the contrary, western

political concessions
were made. This facilitated meaningful and,
in the case of Malawi, successful challenge,
on the part of
popular opposition forces, to
the One-Party-One-Leader-State. By the
end of the 1980s, it had become increasingly
out of date with reality for any African
leader to continue to pursue the One-Party
State idea without incurring the wrath of

of that (old) democratisation
of colonialism
struggles were
the epitome of the democratic process, the
democratic expression, the popular demand
for political, social, cultural and economic
liberation. This was the process that ground

Western donor countries. However, there

almost

remained well into the 1990s African states

against whom neither popular demand nor
western conditionality were successful in
effecting change towards democratic
governance. But even these — like Nigeria,
Sudan and Zaire
could not for long
—

SapemJuly. 199S

to
as

Therefore, there is need always

elaborate in such discussions the internal
well

as

the external dimension of the

contemporary African situation if we are to
understand the

nature

and content of both

the democratic process and the human

Of course, it is a serious qualification of

death

H undreds

state power.

rights

question in Africa.

the few countries in the

region to retain the
penalty — a total of 31 people were
executed during the year, and the death row
population increased to close to 3 000.

emergent internal forces, in the fomi of the
African petit bourgeois class that inherited

least in those African countries in which it
has been

a

facilitative factor, the

re-

emergence

process that saw the demise
in Africa. For, anti-colonial

halt

Therefore, the current debate in Africa
about

democracy and human rights is but

manifestation of the crisis of the

a

state and

development. The growing pre-eminence
of the international human rights movement
over

the last decade, and the culm.ination of

the crisis in Eastern Europe, have contributed
significantly to the higher profile that the
African condition (i.e. the current political
and economic crisis) has assumed in the

1990s. To understand the

nature

African condition, and the

current

about it, it is necessary to

focus

of the

debate
on

the

analysis of both the external and internal
factors of the African crisis. Without such a
holistic approach to the historical analysis
of the continent, the debate

on

governance,

democracy and human rights, borders on
the abstract, reflecting a tendency to view
the African situation itself as peculiarly
African. Against this background, those of
the international community so concerned
about the future of Africa as an integral part
of the global village will be better placed to
assist, in the full knowledge of the political
and economic dynamics that characterise
the continent. This should include the need

acknowledge the fact that the international
community itself — i.e. the external factor
—has a responsibility in the current/4/;7rwt
to

crisis.

However, Africans will have to liberate
themselves

ultimately, on the basis of those
progressive forces that can help to elaborate
and explain the social reality that confronts

the neo-colonial and

the continent, in the re-affimiation of the

post-colonial state became consolidated

principles and practice that only through

to a

as

on

the basis of the coalition between, on

the

one

hand, those external forces, in the

form of those

mass

mobilisation

can

Africa confront and

resolve its economic and
and with the

political crisis,
help of those external factors

political and economic
linkages with the metropolitan western

generally concerned about the future of

countries and,

Africa.^

on

the other, the

new

and

.H

ENTERTAINMENT, ARTS AND CULTURE

ZAMBIA: THE PERSISTENT
AMERICAN IMAGE
Mole amole

Many people have pointed out that there
beautiful films like Neria.Biko, Mandela

ORMER Zambia’s deputy speaker

growth and preservation of indigenous

of the National

cultures because this serves as a reflection

are

Wina

Assembly, Sikota
recently made a pertinent

of the

people’s past and present and is an
expression of their aspirations for a better

and many such
to the people’s

MMD
government’s insensitivity to cultural

tomorrow.”

shown

promotion.

four years

strongly focused on
the country’s television preoccupation with
showing American films. In a hard-hitting
letter to one of the country ’ s daily newspaper,
Wina pointed out that the preponderous
presence of American films and programmes
on national television bordered on variety.
He referred to religious programmes such
as Ernest Angeleys' ministries, pop gospels,
films showing American capacity for use of
her military might in Tour of Duty to the
terribly boring American Music Shop

reigns of power. The promotion of music,
art and literature is nothing to write home

African films and programmes

about.

development efforts.

F

cultural observation that
concern

reflected the

of many Zambians—The

Wina’s

concern was

programme.
In one instance, Wina

This has not been realised almost

of 1994 meant to establish a national cultural
supreme

institution responsible for spear-

heading the promotion of arts was assented
to by President Frederick Chiluba in 1994.
Many artists are sceptical about the council’s
viability.

instrument for influencing

dominating the mind and behaviour,”
American cultural

imperialism is doing a lot of damage to the
younger generations. Most, if not the
majority of all television programmes on
Zambia’s only television channel consist of
standardised stereotyped productions which
whittle away the country’s national cultures
and spread an alien uniform way of life.
This is happening behind the backdrop of
the MMD manifesto’s lofty pledges to
“promote the revival and development of
our people’s cultural expression and
creativity. It will promote a cultural

now

based

Festival held
early this year was yet
another illu.strious example of Africa’s drive
The 14th Pan-African Film

in Burkina Faso

to counter

this massive western cultural

domination. And yet, Zambia’s authorities
did not bother to send any delegation to
attend this important

exhibition.^
mm

in
i

If anything shows the death of

thecountry’sculturalpromotion, *
Television Zambia does it

lucidly. Wina’s concern *
epitomises the larger concern .
generally. “To some of us who
imperialism and
in
bringing
independence to this proud land
in 1964, it is painful to wimess

British

succeeded

this

form of (cultural)

new

imperialism which is so
pernicious in its subtlety.”
Wina pointed out that it was
painful to see youths stmggle
hard to talk like those black

youths they see in an

American

environment in which art, literature, drama,

television
“In Living Colours".
Why isit that African, rich African

crafts and music shall flourish.”

films and programmes

flowery language, the manifesto

continued: “The MMD shall encourage
32

available,

than one way stimulate

spent our formative years fighting

Wina said.

a

more

quipped Rikkie Illilonga, a local *

variety on Zambia’s national television hit
an all-time high when the gospel programme
‘Praise the Lord’ was conducted against the
backdrop of the star spangled banner — the
American flag. “Television today has become

In

which could in

“This government doesn’t
about cultural promotion,”

Denmark.

He added that

more

American films and programmes.
It cannot be denied that there are numerous

care

musician

and

since the MMD assumed the

The National Arts Council of Zambia Act

pointed out, this

the most powerful

for

which are more meaningful
lives, and which should be
often than the hot chpoych

the

American comedy
progtamme

given

preference

television?

on

are

not

national

It is

images like this that are not shown in African
Television networks
Sapem July, 1995
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ECONOMIC AFFAIRS
South African Farmers and the
Trek to the North

c. t. Kadzere

38

I

Eric Rosseel
GENDER ISSUES
Gender

Struggles and the State

in Zimbabwe
Patricia McFadden

40

T

HIS PAPER is based
and
with

some
a

more

on

infonnal talks

structured interviews

selected number of ‘casual sex-

workers' and ‘sex-tourists’ in Mombasa and

during my stay in Kenya in the years
1993 and 1994. Some of the interviewed sex

Nairobi

SOCIAL AND PUBLIC POLICY
DIALOGUE SERIES

workers invited

Perspectives in Poiicy Discourse
(Part II)
Catherine Alum Odora

me to

their homes

giving

me a

insight into their way of life and the
problems they had to cope
Of course, these mostly incidental and

clearer

43

material and moral
with.

unstructured conversations with casual sex

enough to have a full insight in the
phenomenon of casual sex work linked to sex-

workers is not

REVIEWS

Reconstructing the Study and
Meaning of Africa
David Johnson

46

sex

The Proliferation of Nuclear
48

DEBATES AND VIEWPONTS
Zimbabwe Financial Services

Reform
Tonderai Makoni

workers or their clients. Nevertheless,

it aims

tentative framework with regard
to the social, economic and psychological
situation in which the phenomenon of new
varieties of urban sex work, more particularly
‘casual sex work' and its complement of .sex
tourism can flourish. Comparison of the sex
work of casual prostitutes in East-Africa with
at constructing a

Weapons
Donald Chimanikire

tourism. The present paper indeed is not the
result of a systematic inquiry or survey among

49

Prostitution has always

James Kariuki

SAPES NEWSLEHER
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been

in social sciences as it is loaded

African-Americans and the New
South Africa

55

we can

understand that

even

after

some ten to

of sex-tourism, few systematic
empirical studies are available about the
phenomenon. The two last volumes (1992 &
1993) of the Psycholoifical Abstracts and the
Sociolofikitl Abstracts scarcely contain some
five references directly relevant to the topic of
prostitution linked to sex-tourism. Most available
studies, often of poor methodological quality,
concerns South East Asia, more particularly
Thailand (Maurer, 1992). It must be stated clearly
fifteen years

that

sex

work in South East Asia is a real business

controlled by real capitalistic enterpri.ses, whereas
in East Africa the great
are women

their

on

In this

majority of .sex workers

(or men) who work independently and

own

sense.

account

(Goli, 1986; White, 1990).
no really developed

East Africa has

delicate theme

South East Asian context, are rather and relatively

a

striking

a

moral reprobation. Nevertheless, it is a
phenomenon that cannot be left out of account in
any analysis of the way our societies function
(Roberts, 1993); alotofpeople participate directly
or indirectly in its reality, but mostly they prefer
to think that reality away as well in their selfperceptions as in their views of society. This

strong
52

fully integrated in the repression of prostitutes or
in the struggle against side-effects ofprostitution
such as sexually transmitted diseases (STD). So,

with taboos and

of Matonge’ reveals

similarity.
LEHER FROM THE DIASPORA

theme of intrinsic research value or has been

as a

(Coquetry-Vidrovitch, 1994).
exploitation of prostitutes by
capitalistically organised ‘employers' (especially
with regard to child prostitution), so typical for the

that of African casual sex-workers in Brussels
Africa quarter

negative context of prostitution explains why the
study of prostitution has always been neglected

sex

business

Problems of sexual

unknown in East Africa (Maurer,

1992).

The traditional basic lack of intrinsic

concern

prostitutes and their clients is still impressing
Western researchers
of prostitutes and prostitution. On the one hand,
studies of prostitution are motivated by programs
of AlDS-prevention, even if that research gives
for

the actual interest of many

33
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insights in the characteristic of prostitutes

or

theirclients(e.g. Plant. 1993; Kreiss eta/., 1986;

striking parallel with the emergence of Western
popular se.x-tourism in East Asia (Bangkok),

Pickering et al., 1992; Songue, 1986, 1993;

East Africa, West Africa, Latin America and

McFadden, 1992). But the association between

1992). Indeed, the
rigorously used in
connection with mostly casual prostitution in the
New Industrialised Countries and regions.

■prostitute' and ‘seropositive’,
connotes as

much

as

a

word which

‘doomed to death’, does not

favour the

study of prostitutes as full-fledged
human beings. On the other hand, pro.stitution is
studied in the framework of criminally organised
international trade in

women

from Third World

countries

(e.g. Thailand. Philippines and Ghana
as far as
Belgium is concerned) to Europe. In this
case, Western public opinion, as for instance
encouraged by Belgium's King Baudouin’s
interventions in favour of these

sex

workers

exploited in brothels and cabarets, has been
learned to perceive the (sometimes very young)
sex workers as victims of
deception by
unscrupulous networks of criminals and illegal
‘women traders’. Thus, in both cases, the study
of the prostitutes’ personhood must cope with
moral prejudices; the seropositive prostitute is
doomed (‘it serves her right’) and the exploited
sex-worker in the

women

trade circuit is ‘a naive

girl deceived by criminals’. On the other hand,
feminism, e.g. ecofeminism (Mies & Shiva,
1993), generally focu.ses rather one-sidedly on
patriarchal aspects of male-dominance,
concentrating on the facets of exploitation and
violence against women without giving a lot of
attention to the way prostitutes succeed in getting
control of their own lives through their sex work.

even

Eastern Europe (Troung,

term

sex

work is most

In other words, (casual) sex work and sextourism

linked

are

the urbanisation of the

to

Third World countries

part of the changes in
capital investment of late 20th century capitalism
as well as the
metropolisation of the classic 19th
century industrialised cities like London, New
York, Paris and so on. The metropolisation of
western industrialised big cities went and goes
hand in hand with the replacement of the
dominance of traditional brothel prostitution by
the emergence of so-called casual sex in the
centres of cities that have been abandoned
by the

identity, because a
sex worker can stop
being a sex worker from one
day to another. A sex worker is just 'someone
who engages in sex work'; sex workers can have
all possible social identities or personality
structures. Every young man or woman can
become a sex worker in a (post) modem city, but,
in more traditional societies, not everyone could

elites (who moved to suburban residential areas).

become

Sometimes, these

as

sex

workers

The

‘casual

term

difficulties of

sex

work’ translates the

distinguishing prostitutional

sex

from non-prostitutional sex (‘love sex’, ‘romantic
love’). As it is not easy to make a clear
demarcation between work and non-work in

general, the term sex-work and a fortiori casual
sex work is not easy to define,
simply because in

sexual services). That these activities

and sex-tourists showed

sex

work, far

more

for money

sex

than in classic

can

be mixed with

as our

experiences

with Nairobi and Mombasa ‘casual sex workers’,
African casual sex workers in Brussels'

Matonge

us.

The emergence of new varieties of prostitution
and

sex

work is thus reflected in the

problems

raised by an attempt to come up with a precise
definition of prostitution and sex work. Of course,
some

and

authors

see

all

sex

relations between

men

substitute for

brought together for economical
reasons, as prostitution: so. Marx and Engels in
the Communist Manifesto described bourgeois
marriage as a form of prostitution. But also, 20th
century philosophers and thinkers about eroticism
such as Georges Bataille (1957) see prostitution
as a direct
consequence of the basic attitude of
the woman which is to ‘give herself to a man for
whom she is an object of desire.

prostitution indicates that new phenomena have
emerged which merit the use of an appropriate
term. Not only is the term ‘sex work’
emotionally
and morally neutral, but it defines pro.stitutionas
work. Sex work is linguistically presented as a
form of work formally equivalent to phenomena
as office work, factory work and so on.
The proliferation of the term sex work has a

phenomenon of what is popularly called
prostitution: making sex for money as a way of
making a living. Looking at definitions of
prostitution among social scientists, we observe
first of all a shift in what exactly we are trying to
define: a person (a role) or an act or a relation
between two persons prostitute and client;

however, are far from the whole story of modem

prostitution. For indeed, during the
last decades, the phenomenal presentations of
prostitution have changed all over the world: as
well in Western as in Eastern Europe; as well as
in the so-called industrialised world and in the
so-called Third World. The
term

34

‘(commercial)

sex

proliferation of the

work’

as a

whore.
not

a permanent

whore.

The social

identity of the ‘casual

sex

worker'

marginal social life. If other social groups call
‘prostitutes', it is not so much for their
making sex 'for money’, but because they go
them

erotic attraction to the client

Third World

a

a

a

in the entertainment industry

independency by selling and marketing goods
and products that in fact belong to the marital
sphere (brewing, marketing foodstuffs, but also

women

children.

(Shin, 1993).

prostitution,

AIDS and international trade in

designate such

else than

term sex worker does

and more generally,

casual

sphere, may explain
why they often have been criminalised and
repressed (even when the woman did not engage
in casual prostitution) (Nelson, 1979; Obbo,
1981; Parpart & Staudt. 1989).

ever someone

However, the

is very ambiguous. Generally she is not trapped
in a stigmatised social role and she does not live

As has been observed several times, African

associated with the marital

are

become

Beside these aspects, casual sex work can be
found in touristic places like hotels, discobars

urban women have traditionally gained economic

are

prostitute and pimp)? You can define a M’liorc in
terms of a social
identity or a personality structure
because, a) the person perceives herself in the
role of a whore (of course stressing rather its
positive facets); b) other persons in the
community treat her as someone with that
particular identity; and, c) being a whore is
considered to be a permanent identity or
personality structure; a whore is not expected to

women

But of course,

we

restrict ourselves here

to the

with many men and so risk to be 'not clean'.
Casual sex workers themselves do not perceive
their

behaviour

as the basis of their
identity,
fully unemployed, they do not
call themselves 'prostitutes’, 'whores' or 'sex
workers’: if you ask a casual sex worker if she
considers herself a prostitute, most of the times
she will say '1 am Lilian' or '1 am Ro.se. Their
self-consciousness is reflected in the simply fact
that, in self-dialogue, they call themselves by
their names. They see their activities as a part of
their way of life, as a means to earn .some money
or to enhance the
quality of their life (or the life

sex

if

even

they

are

of their child

or

their

as a prostitute has some quantum
as
in quantum physics, the

identity

character:

children). Even for their clients,

characteristics of

reality are not independent of
the modalities of measurement of these

characteristics (Aerts, 1992), so the identity of
the casual sex worker most of the times depends
upon the way a man interacts with her. If she is
treated as a sex worker, she will not act as a

not

sex worker: she is just like
everybody else (in
quantum-physcial terms, she is in a state of
'superposition' and the realisation of her being
depends upon the kind of interaction — coexistence in psychological terms—an' observer'
develops with her).
This problem of the identity of the casual sex
worker (a kind of postmodern volatile identity or
an absence of a fixed
identity, Ros.seel, 1993) is
linked to the very ambivalent sexual behavior of

casual

sex workers (at least those 1 talked to in
Mombasa. Nairobi and Brussels Matonge).
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sex workers do not simply do for a short
period of their life what permanent sex workers
do as a 'profession' or a 'career'. Of counse.
some casual sex workers go working in brothels,
but the new variety of 'prostitution' which is
referred to here by the term casual sex work,
simply does not fall under the classic definition
of prostitution. Look for instance at the definition
proposed by Little (1973). the first researcher to
make a systematic study oftraditional and modern
prostitution in Africa. Little stresses two impacts:
he defines a prostitutes as a woman 'whose
livelihood over a period of time depends wholly

Casual

work appear? How could it become so
widespread? and how is it linked to sex-tourism?
Before tackling these questions, I must explain
the importance of studying the phenomenon of

casual

access to

sex

her services in the

work; she does not 'self

sense

that there is

a

(and

women

women

It is well known that hotel

owners

often

'may' underpay their female workers because they are assumed to provide sexual
services to male tourists and business

men

Programs of AIDS-prevention:

clear

studies reveal that casual

sex

some
work could

foster the transmission of the HIV-virus in

First of all, casual sex workers
often have (more or less) fixed clients or
two ways.

have friendship relations with them (mostly

in East Africa, it is not the

'sex-tourists'). In that condition, the disci-

price is
more than
.sexual services, indeed, in the first place she
offers 'company' and 'fun': you can eat with her,
go dancing or take a walk on the beach; others

pline of using condoms is sometimes neglected. Secondly, some part of the casual
sex workers belong to the group of urban
migrants (of whom some are temporary
and return after some time to their places of
origin): Bujra (1977) estimates that about
two thirds of Mombasan female migrants
were prostitutes. Studies indicate that the

case

in Brus.sels

Matonge where
negotiated in advance); she offers

case

a

offer domestical services and 'insubordination'
to

.sex-tourists at their apartments or

hotels

or

abodes in

cottages; she does not simply make ‘sex

for

money', she .selects clients which she finds
sympathetic and attractive so that her sex is also
fun for her. Most casual

sex

AlDS-virus tends to follow the routes of
these

workers will argue

that

they select their clients. Indeed, sometimes
the East African casual sex worker is looking for
a Western man that she can marry and can
guarantee her economic security; so, she makes
sex 'for love' and 'for money' at the same time.
Casual

migrants (Plant, 1993). The study of

casual

sex

work refers in that respect to a

policy of public health.
Casual sex workers, naively attracted by
the perspective of a better life in the West-

3)

em

world,

can

fall into the hands of agents
women. So, the

of international trade in

workers' dress is attractive, but not

provocatively sexy and they are no experts in
particular sex postures or acrobatics. If that type

study of casual sex work can help setting
up a policy of protecting women against
sexual exploitation.

of casual

Casual Sex Work and Sex Tourism

sex

sex

worker did not ask for money

and sexual availability, she simply
a girl with many boyfriends. Thus
Little's two central aspects 'sex for money' and
'no relationship beyond the sexual act' do not
apply. Some East African sex workers even
really live with their 'partner' for .some period
(e.g. living with a sex-tourist fora whole month)
as if they were a 'normal' couple. This leads to
the paradoxical situation that casual sex workers
may become very jealous when their 'client'

company

would be

shows overt interest in other

The type

women.

of East African casual sex work 1
want to analyse in the present paper, is thus at the
edge of prostitution and erotic or romantic sexual
relationships. How could that variety of sex
Sapem July. 1995

that drives African

women to sex

dutiful mothers. Well-educated and cultivated

1)the

who know

foreign languages and have
money by selling
companionship and .sexual services than by
applying for jobs that moreover, are scarcely
women

broad interests,

can earn more

available. Casual

sex

work allows these

lot of money

to earn a

against
sex

a

women

small labour

work of African

allows

European tourists to get quality
service against low money investment. Both
parties can enjoy a positive cost-benefits balance.
It is not clear against which general background
we should .set these economic convergences. On
the one hand, the proliferation of sex work
through the urbanisation of Africa (and SouthEast Asia and Latin America) could be compared
women

the cultural characteristics of the proto-

to

inJustrialisation of

European cities in the 17th
characterised by a rapid
people migrated to cities
such as London, Liverpool, Amsterdam and so
on hoping to find better life perspectives.
However, the absence of large scale industrial
production cau.sed a disproportion between the
relatively high number of migrants and the small
number of available jobs and opportunities of
getting some income. In that perspective of
prostitution as a facet of proto-industrialisation,
the presence of prostitution as a social problem
(for instance linked to the problem of veneric
diseases) could then be inspired by the work of
the famous 18th century physician Bernard
and

18th century,
urbanisation. Rural

Mandeville (1973. 1975; Primer, 1975). But as
we

said,

work as

The extreme difference in

work. The

relatively low salaries in the formal and infonnal
labour markets do not permit single women to
attain interesting standards of living, especially
when they alone are responsible for the education
of their children. Indeed, the overwhelming
majority of sex workers I met in Nairobi,
Mombasa and also in Brussels Matonge) are

investment; and casual

(Meena. 1992).
2)

exchange of specified sexual acts against a wellsped l ied price (when the cl ient leaves her or vice
versa, the woman asks some money and mostly
accepts the given sum without negotiating: at
least this is the

less central facets of the

experience in accessing jobs in the fomial (or infonnal) labour
market, casual sex work then fomis agiven
in labour and income policies (Obbo. 1981).

valid for the type

income besides her

us an

urban economies: Because of the discriminations

worker I want to present
reasons.

more or

work offers

The labor market position of women in

1)

of casual sex
here and for a lot of
'My' type has often other forms of
are not

three

sex

their children):

relationship with the customer does not extend
beyond the sexual act. Both aspects of that
definition

work. Casual

well-being of East African urban

the sale of sexual services and whose

on

sex

labour is infonnal and when she is not protected
by any system of social rights and social security).
Thus, it is not only the high rate of unemployment

a

we intend first to analyse casual sex
reality before analysing it as aproblem.

On the other hand, casual

work could be

living standards
consumption power between the model
European (especially German) sex-tourist and

framed in

the model East African citizen makes

work

of Western cities and so-called Third World

very interesting affair for both parties. The sextourist spends, in his currency, little money in

cities. Indeed, the late-capitalistic metropolisation

exchange fora 'highquality' service; the woman

problems that

and

sex

a

must

furnish little 'labour' to

earn,

in her East

African currency, a lot of money. The sex-tourist
pays for a whole day
half the money he

and night company less than
has to pay to a European
prostitute for five minutes 'work'. The sexworker can earn by one night work for a European
tourist the same salary as she can earn by two
weeks office or factory work (especially if the

African

sex

analysis of the urbanisation of the
world that emphasises the convergence
an

of Western cities

shapes human and social

are very well recognisable in the
social tissue of Third World cities. And indeed,

the type of casual sex workers we study here, are
also present in all cities of Europe and the US.
Consider the following list of characteristics that
summarize the
cities

key developments of American
during the period 1960-1990 (Ginzberg.

1993):

steady shift of the population from the
35
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2)
3)

4)

whole. My experience tends to advance the
opposite hypothesis: casual sex work is linked to
increasing standards of living (not for all urban

one

individuals

problem of worldwide structural unemployment
threatens the income perspectives of urban
citizens. This phenomenon is called the johloss
growth (Vilrokx. 1987): it means that in the
actual phase of capitalism, economic growth
does not create Jobs, but paradoxically destroys
them because the technological innovations
permit to eliminate human labour. One aspect of
this worldwide jobless growth is that the

city centre to the metropolitan areas beyond
the city.
the migration of many manufacturing and
service sector jobs to the outlying areas.
the substantial growth within cities of
employment in advanced business services
(particularly in finance, insurance and real

a

estate).
the increasing concentration of minority

past of the East African nations explains why

and

immigrant populations in the inner
city, replacing many working and upperincome persons who relocated to the

as

individuals, but for the urban

community as a whole) and in each case to
increasingconsumeraspirations or urban citizens
(Mirza & Strobel. 1989). The British colonial
young girls and women (as the whole population)
have easy medium access to the Anglophone

postmodern

pop culture as it is broadcasted by
video and TV (MTV). At the same time, the

‘economic crisis' of the last decade has worsened

products and services of this (post) modem culture
are available in the city’s shops and boutiques.
So, for many of the young women, the degree at
which they cultivate dreams about a better life
exceeds their income even if they have decent
jobs.
The girls I talked to in Nairobi and Mombasa,
did not belong to the most poor strata of the
population. They were not illiterate, spoke very
good English (and sometimes German) and they
were thoroughly dressed in T-shirts and jeans.
Their housing is not miserable and their homes

the labour conditions and

are

American and

describe this

suburbs.

5)

the substantial difficulties of city public
education

in serving the
increasingly large number of minority
systems

students.

6)

the

growing social disorder of many lowcity neighbourhoods that are
characterised in part by crime, drugs,
homelessness, poverty and despair.
Third World cities display the same kind of
dynamics (Conquery-Vidrovitch. 1988). The
income inner

opportunities of
than of
those of men. In the Third World, it is particularly
the women who suffer from urban unemployment
and the bad working conditions of the informal
European

women more

labour market (Harris. 1992;Chazanetal.,

1992).

This convergence between the conditions of
urban life in the world of advanced capitalism
and the so-called Third World
human and social

implies that the
problems of these cities will

us

first overview the elements that

determine the economic convergence between
the desires and aspirations of the type of casual
sex

workers we are interested in. and their (mostly

foreign) clients. Three main elements can be
advanced: life style a.spirations of urban girls and
young women: unemployment and bad working
conditions in the informal labour market; the
ubridled circulation of money

cities. Of

course,

in Third World

these elements form

a

whole

and

they are even very difficult to sever from the
other elements 1 indicated as psychological,
ciilliiral or anthropological. Other more
incidental aspects such as the presence of foreign
military bases(Troung. 1992;Phongpaicit, 1982),
may play an important role. (From a historical
point of view, the sex business in Thailand
developed as an extension of the Rest and
Recreation program for American soldiers during

Generally, it is thought that the proliferation
of prostitution among girls and young women is
caused by their pauperisation as a social group

36

global pauperisation of the community

elitist. The casual

sex

workers do not want to

become rich.

They want to get access to a ‘good
life ’. Casual sex work is not a part of high society
or high-class tourism; casual sex work fully
integrates popular culture. In the .same way. sextourists do not belong to the Western upperclass; most of them are well-paid skilled workers,
employees or small entrepreneurs.
The proliferation of images of high standards
of living linked to urbanization do not correspond
to

the rate at which the urban and national

economies

are able to create jobs and
opportunities for earning income. This whole

situation creates the conditions for the emergence
of casual

sex work that permits girls and women
supplement their incomes without losing the
control over the products of their ‘labour'. The

to

situation is linked to the second element of

Urban

Life style aspirations of urban women

the

city residents attracted to modernity are not at all

unemployment (Toure & Fadayonmi. 1992).

the Vietnam war.)

or

consumer aspiration as a kind of
dandyism typical for some young
members of the social elite groups. Even if some
youngpeople. try to compensate the impossibility
to realise their utopian aspirations by some
aesthetic cult of elegant, coquettish and seducing
look, living a life of licentiousness and selfindulgence, imitating Western wealth and
travelling out to London. Paris or Brussels

decadent

(Friedman, 1992; Gandoulou. 1989). most young

have to be tackled in similar ways.

But, let

comfortable. However. 1 do not want to

as

unemployment

The disproportion between

life style aspirations
the access
to (post) modem culture, it is also determined by
the lack of jobs in the urban economies. On the
and incomes is not only determined by

hand, wages (especially for women) in
industry, administration, service sector and
informal

sector are

low. On the other hand,

a

real

delocalisation of industries from western
countries to so-called
hand in hand

w

ith

a

low-wage countries goes
jobs. The

destruction of

transfer of factories does

not

allow westerns

employers to cut labour costs, at the same time
they introduce in the new factories in Asia and
Africa capital-intensive technologies and work
organisations. So they cut labour costs in two
ways: wages are very significantly lower and
they need less workers to realise the same
production. So. in some regions of the Third
world, economic growth can be very intensive
without creating any real solution for the
unemployment problem (e.g. Vietnam reached
in 1994 a growth rate of 8%, but 25% of its
ftopulation remained unemployed). The whole
economic

context creates on

the

one

hand,

an

informal market of flexibilized labour, where

ages for women are low and at the same time a
persistent lack ofjobs and opportunities causes a
lot of social problems. This element of jobloss
growth is thus one of the elements that explains
the emergence of casual sex work and other new
forms of prostitution (such as child prostitution)
in all developing regions of the Third World
(Asia. Africa and Latin America) and probably it
explains the emergence of new forms of sex
w

work in the western societies

phone-lines). Once again,

as

well (e.g. sex-

understand why
of pauperisation
and underqualification: even if jobloss growth
touches unskilled categories of workers more
than skilled workers and professionals, welleducated girls have more trumps to offer their
body to foreign clients than unskilled girls
(Pickering et al., 1992: Maurer, 1992).

casual ,sex-work is not

a

we

matter

Unbridled Circulation of
As

we

have

seen.

Money

Third World cities in which

work is

flourishing actually do not suffer
growth, but rather
from a lack of employment opportunities for
their growing populations. This implies that these
regions and cities enjoy a very smooth circulation
of large amounts of money and this circulation is
hardly hampered by strong state control (fiscal
policies and .so on). Businessmen and tourists
with huge spending power walk in the streets
looking for ways to spend their evenings and free
sex

from insufficient economic

Sapem July. I99.‘i
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moments.

Tourists

are

attracted

character of these cities and

by the ‘exotic'
they are on

as

are ready to spend money. So,
workers are provided with a

holiday, they
casual

complementary number of people who
looking for fun and ready to pay for it.

are

However, the above economic convergences
between

sex

workers and their clients (western

‘sex-tourists’) do not explain in themselves the

phenomena of Third World casual sex work and
sex-tourism. The elements analysed above Just
facilitate the phenomenon, but do not help us in
understanding their basic factuality. The
economic context alone does not explain the
whole of the phenomenon.
Pyschological Convergences
1 think at least two important psychological
aspects play a role in the complementarity of
casual

sex

work and sex-tourism. These aspects,

in my opinion, make Third World casual sex
work more than a simple exchange of sexual
services fornioney:

itisameetingoftwocultures.
Of course, life style aspirations as 1 discussed
them under the heading of ‘economic
convergences' constitute a strong psychological
element in their own way, but I think more
fundamental
(cultural/anthropological)

according to Latza, simply have
communicative and relational problems, also in

Ginzberg. E. The Changing Urban Scene: 1960-1990 aint
Bcynnch in: Cisneros, H.G. led) hucrwoven Destinies: Cities

their

Goli. K. LaProstiiution en Afric/ne. Un Cos: L'Abidjan
(Prostitutionin Africa: theCase o/'T/j/J/cz/t). Abidjan, Nouvelles

tourists

I want to avoid to describe either

ofsystematic studies of either casual
or sex-tourists is a real handicap in
analysing the phenomenon of casual sex work
workers

linked to sex-tourism. Feminists tend to stress
the

‘pathology’ of sex-tourists. So, the
psychologist Berti Latza (1987) distinguishes in
a study of German sex-tourists in Thailand, two
kinds of male sex-tourists that

are

described in

morally objectionable terms. The first
type is not in the first place looking for sex. but
for power over a woman: Western and Japanese
working class-men that can enjoy playing the
colonial master. The desire for the ‘ noble savage’
is linked to the desire for the subject, subordinated
and colonized woman. That type of sex-tourists
is attracted by the master-servant relationship
rather

between men and

women

that sex-tourism allows

their clients in evaluative and

In

the

above

pages,

we

for

have,

reasons, tried to analyse casual
work and sex-tourism as social realities, not

methodological
sex
as

ethical

problems. 1 believe the reality has to be
of

understood very clearly before the question
social policies controlling that reality can

be

posed. Some empathy is needed to grasp the way
sex workers experience their life. However, this
does not mean that I want to present casual sex
work and sex-tourism as facets of a paradisaic
life: commercial sex work and prostitution is a
social problem in different ways.
Casual

sex

work and sex-tourism, seen from

the

perspective of the individual sex workers
and their clients, cause two major problems:
danger for exploitation, subordination,

—

humiliation of

—

The lack

sex

workers

Conclusion

the emergence of sex-tourism in

the 8()s.

sex

morally laden
terms, even if 1 have no problem to admit that the
types Latza describes really exists. But 1 do not
believe that these types are really a majority,
unless all male behaviour is diagnosed as
pathological.

or

differences between African and Western ways
of being explain

society.

own

women

and

even

of

(physical) violence against women;
danger for the transmission of the HIVvirus (casual sex workers told me that up to
20% of their clients do not want to

use a

condom).
It is clear from

analysis that the problem is
in fact primarily an economic one. As long as
there are no sufficient amounts of decent jobs
and careers open to girls and women in the Third
World cities, casual (or pennanent) sex work is
sometimes a question of life or death for the
women concerned. Fundamental social policies
that want to cope with the problem of sextourism, should thus focus on creating real job
opportunities so that girls and women have real
choices concerning their ways of earning income
our

for themselves and their children._1
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SOUTH AFRICAN FARMERS AND THE ‘TREK’
TO THE NORTH
C. T. Kadzere

N

OT

long

ago.

no

credible political

leader of

independent Africa would
have cherished the idea of getting
assistance from the then apartheid South Africa,
let alone from the fanners, better known as the
'boers’. The word 'boer' often thought to be
derogative, has its roots in the Dutch language
and simply means a farmer. Equally suspicious,
if not enimical of their black neighbours in
independent Africa, were the boers. 1 am
conscious of the dangers of using blanket
statements,

and will limit

use

of these to express

the then

prevalent general feelings. The boers
perceived the latter as terrorists or at best as
supporters of terrorists, whose one and only
objective was to bring and impose communism
in South Africa and thereby destroy the
‘civilisation’. Such erroneous impressions were
fomented by the then regime to meet its own
agenda and was colloquially known as the 'the
Rooi licvaar'. in English 'the red danger’, or in
simple language, the danger of communism in
South Africa.
The ‘Rooi

gevaar', is not to be confused with
imagined 'Swat gevaar' in English 'the
black danger’ which again was used in drumming
support for the principles of separate
development, the cornerstone of the Apartheid
Philosophy. The main fear in the 'Swartgevaar'
was seen as the possible over-swanning of the
white people by the black people ifapartheid was
also

an

to

fail. Because of the instilled fears in the boers,

the

only place they could contemplate meeting

their black counterparts was on the battlefields
where as it turned out to be. the white supremacists

futily tried to stop the inevitable, the ultimate
majority rule in South Africa. Majority rule was
achieved on 27 April 1994 not directly through
the barrel of the gun. but through the ballot box.
After the near miraculous events leading to 27
April 1994. and the installation of President
Nelson Mandela (Madiba) on May 10. 1994.
events on all fronts in the country started
changing. The change of heart in the agricultural
sector is even more exciting if one considers that
farmers throughout the world and particularly so
in South Africa

are

The conservatism

known to be conservative.

especially in the case of South
Africa appears in a way to be associated with the
ill informed, simplistic and paranoid notion of
white supremacy. Whilst change of heart on both
population groups in South Africa is important,
if our new borne democracy is to survive, the
38

White extremists

are

migrating to the North after failing to stop majority rule in South Africa

speed with which some segments of the
farming community started
exploring the possibilities of settling in other

pessimists

African countries makes

trek

commercial

there

are no

hidden

one

agendas

wonder whether

on

the part of the

fanners.

were preparing to leave the country
for "greener pastures', the talk of the ‘trek to the
north’ had already started. It is the timing of the
to

neighbouring countries that

appears to

support the chain of thought, that such

a

had been

in the so-called liberal sector, that the material

planned on less amicable
intentions. The explanation appears to lie in the
fact that some of these farmers were pessimistic
about developments in South Africa post majority
rule, and so were trying to ‘gap’ it northwards.
The word ‘gap" is borrowed from the time leading
to the 1980 attainment of independence by
Zimbabwe and immediately thereafter, when
many ‘Rhodesians’ were suspect of majority
rule and life under a black Head of State. Gapping
it south was colloquially used to mean leaving
the then Rhodesia to settle in the ‘grcenerpastures’

benefits that

of the then white-ruled South Africa.

Two explanations appear to be plausible. The
first is that, the farmers may have realised the

emptiness of the apartheid evil system and would
at best want to forget about it and build a
prosperous future for all. If this is the ca.se, it
would definitely mean that the apartheid political
system was not supported by many people except
by those who were in power. It is. however,
foolhardy to believe that this indeed may have
been the case, because it is often manifested even
were accrued by supporters of the
apartheid policy, both white and black, w'ere so
attracti’ e that indeed many individuals fell foul
to the system. A second explanation from a rather
sceptical point of view dialectically opposite to
the first option may be cause of concern.

The

of concent of the motive(s) behind
the drive for South African boers to move to
cause

other African countries may in fact lie in that,
even before April 27,1994. when the majority of

movement

That human movement should not be confused

with the movement of blacks from other countries
South Africa often to take up employment.
The movement of Africans to South Africa is
to

probably based

the fact that these people
pursuit of economic greener
pastures or with the intent of contributing to the
destruction of the apartheid system, as they had
done during the darkest hours of South African
either

move

on

in
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history.
Going back to the initial argument, if the trek
north

was

boers of

triggered by the futuristic vision by the

a

‘United States of African Farmers’,

agriculturally poor Soviet Union is was its
inappropriate food production policies. The
Soviet military weaponry could not stop the
hungry and angry people from crushing that

pioneers and their long
sightedness. On the contrary, if the movement
was caused by anxiety, uncertainty, distrust and
the failure of accepting life in South Africa under
a majority rule government, then the trek north
could have sinister implications for not only
South Africa, but also for the host countries of

system.

such famiers. Further it, could also be that the

the local children or

then I salute the

trek north is

a

reflection of the movement of

those farmers who for whatever reason may

have

failed to make ends meet in the South African

farming environment, and would want to try
again elsewhere on the continent.
From a cynical point of view, the trek north
may stigmatise a form of what I would term
‘

invited colonialism’. Invited because in most of

the instances, the governments
countries that have invited and are

farmers,

are most

of the host
accepting the

probably doing

so

because

they want the South African Farmers’ agricultural
expertise, and the subsequent rural developments
that are envisaged to be attached to the settlement
of the farmers in those countries. Whilst the host

the farmers on
purely economic grounds, the worrying element

governments may be inviting

is that if substantial numbers of ill-intentioned

conservative farmers

were to

settle in a country,

of that country may be
unintentionally creating problems foritself. Once
the government

well-established, such groups of farmers can
become politically and economically potent
opposition bodies for the governments in
question. Most disturbing is the fact that, some of
the trekkers north may be doing so because of
their failure to accept and come to terms with a
post-apartheid political dispensation in South
soon

Africa. Should this be one of the reasons for

trekking north, then it becomes programmed that
this movement will have negative political
implications for the host governments. The first
such negative impact would be that the ideologies
of apartheid would have been brought to the
unsuspecting countries. Such developmentscould
become difficult for the host countries to deal

with, because it is the governments

of those

countries who would have invited the food

producers. The question one asks is, should the
situation portrayed above prevail, would it not
mean

that such governments

would in fact have

compromised their political independence for
food

production?

import of fanners
politics of deficient food production
could have far reaching socio-economic-political
consequences. On a world political arena, it may
he argued that one of the reasons that caused the
crumble of the then militarily mighty, but
An argument in favourofthe

is that the
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Another

worrying point of the trek north is

that if such farmers are .settled in clusters

without

can not be over emphasised.
In situations where the local population

production

is
hungry for land, it is ironical that the governments
of those countries would opt to give land to the
north trekkers rather than give them the much
needed food. True it is, that land is a finite natural
resource

and need to be properly and

sustainably

proper mixing with the local population in their
host countries, there could be the creation of

utilised for the benefit of all mankind. It is also
true

that the

pseudo-States within the larger State. Would the

not

substitute sound medium and

farmers send their children to the schools with

agricultural strategies and pol icies of the countries
in question. The other positive point is that
South Africa will be exporting not only the
know-how of its farmers, but also its technology

will they want to build their
schools? In the short term, the building of

own

private schools by incoming farmers may be
appealing to the host governments as this will be
perceived as infrastructural developments
countries. However, if such schools do not admit
local pupils, then it becomes programmed that
this movement will have negative political
implications for the host governments.
A further question one may need to ask is: are
the farmers going to the.se countries as South
Africans from the

order? If there is

new

order

reason to

or

from the old order, then the host
to

assess

the

destabilisation

from the old

believe that they are

countries need

possibilities of possible
or at least creating areas of

destabilisation within the countries.
For South Africa, the movement of farmers to

neighbouring countries may be viewed from a
positive and a negative stand point. The positive
perspective being that, when the farmers
relinquish their land in South Africa, they
automatically create the much needed land for
land resettlement programmes for the land hungry
populations. However, if the movement of
farmers from South Africa gains sufficient
momentum, it could result in some sort of
destabilisation in the food production sector of
this country. Although unlikely, should such
crisis proportions be reached, then the north
trekkers would have made a point to the
government of the day, that without them, the
food .security for the nation will be at risk, at least
for

some

period.

For the host countries, it is

probably

an

time to reflect, debate, develop and
lay down sound agricultural politicies and initiate
appropriate training programmes for the local
peasants and emerging farmers, because the risk
of depending on food producers whose intentions,
motives and loyalty to the country is uncertain,
may in the long run prove to be politically
myopic. Assuming that the farmers produce 50
percent of a country’s food requirements, it

opportune

would

mean

that the small group of people being

strong enough muscle
toquasi determine the economic and subsequently
the political direction of the state. The significance
invited

and

now

would have

implications of

a

a poor

politics of food

import of the north trekkers should
long term

which is bound to create markets for the South
African

industry. Further, it is likely that

substantial amounts of money will be repatriated
South Africa in the way of profits from the
fanning operations and farmers’ savings.
The irony for some countries in the Southern
African region is that in most of the wars that
were fought. South African soldiers were in most
cases indirectly or directly involved. These wars
often led to the breakdown of proper food
production in those countries, which factor is
now necessitating the importation of the north
trekkers most of whom served as regular or as
call-up soldiers in the then South African Defence
Force. The question here, is whether people have
any hidden agendas? It may be simplistic to
assume that the story ends at food production and

to

that all involved in the trek north are of sound

intentions. If one

be able to categorically
question of why the farmers

were to

answer

the basic

want to

leave in the first instance,

a

lot of debate

this issue would be

spared.
Whilst the trek is gaining momentum, it is
probably strategic for the countries that rightfully
deem themselves in need of the farming assistance
to develop short, medium, and longterm lucrative
and viable agricultural policies for the
development of potential local farmers. It is
ironical that most of the wars and struggle for
liberation in Africa have been fought to regain
the land that had been lost through colonisation.
on

Now that all Africa is 'free' from colonial bonds,
the failure of food

production and the

non

existence of sound agricultural policies is making

it necessary to once

again invite the once

oppressors to give assistance.
can not be developed in a day, it

Whilst farmers

is foolhardy and
myopic to plan one’s long-temi food policy
around the importation of farmers whose political
and othermotives appear at best to be translucent.
If debate that leads to the development of viable,
sustainable agricultural policies for Southern
Africa in particular, but also for Africa in general
would emanate from this discourse, then the

primary objective of putting pen to paper would
have been met.^
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GENDER STRUGGLES AND THE
STATE IN ZIMBABWE
Patricia McFadden

T

and

alternative sexualities because that is

other hand, a feminist thrust which seeks to

form

of the

construct

of state,

on

the

one

hand, whilst on the

on

one

women

redefine the relations of power

and social
respective countries

transformation within the
of the
The
now

region.
women

and

development approach, as is
traditional,

well known, seeks to preserve the

sexist view that

women

must

maintain their

intellectual
notion is inaccessible to and exclusionary of
gender analysis. The representation of the state
as a Given, as something which will always be
there, in its present form, is reminiscent of the

nurturing, caring, altruistic roles within the
society. Women are expected to be comfortable
with being in the private arena, and the identities

broader set of Givens which feminist

notions of whom

has

the

to

understanding that the

confront ie.tradition

as

very

analysis
a given, culture as

Given,

language as given, etc.
Therefore, in attempting to unpackage the
kinds of struggles that women are engaged in, in
a

terms

of the different dimensions of these

struggles, it seemed easier to

pose

the issues at

three levels.
Nationalism

Hegemonic Patriarchal
Ideology

as a

The first is the

ideological level, and here one
recognise and understand that in the
Southern Africa region, as well as on the African

must

continent

as a

whole, while nationalism

was a

mobilising, global ideology, it also is very
hegemonic in terms of the closure it imposes on
all political and social spaces. It is very
directional, and in many instances reflects clear
authoritatiran

tendencies.

Thus,

whilst

nationalism has been very

central in the struggle
against colonisation and racism, this very
centrality has meant that to a large extent, the
manner in which gender struggles are played out
reflect this ideological dominance. Nationalism
is the framework, the context through which the
post-colonial state emerges, shapes itself, and
within which gendered identities are being
consolidated and
So the

or

reconstituted.

ideological frame for understanding
gender struggles in the post-colonial period,
especially vis-a-vis the state, has to be a clear
understanding of the ways in which nationalism
has constructed this relationship.
At the
ideological level, therefore, in terms of who
defines what the post-colonial state is, and how
people interact, there is a very serious contestation
40

saying
exactly
viz. the dominant heterosexual

development notions - which are imbibed by the
state and certain women’s groups, and on the

ideological as well as the
superstructural and infrastructural elements of a
critical site of male power. The state as a
phenomenon, has evolved over time, directed,
controlled and owned by men. Therefore, in
order to discuss issues of gendered struggle in
relation to the state, one has to unpackage the
other,

who choose alternative sexualities. 1

between

male construction

a

the

hand

HE NOTION of the state is very

androcentric. It is

of femaleness continue to be linked with women’s

reproductive roles. These
a woman

are very' traditional
is. In terms of men.

assumption is that men are political, they are
rights of civil society both
in the public and private domains, and the state
is a ‘natural’ place for men to be.
Counterposed to this, at the ideological level,
the custodians of the

is the feminist thrust, and the use of the concept
of gender to question these given notions of what
is natural and

unchanging. The discourse at this

level involves the translation of feminism into

a

process of restructuring what womanhood means
at the personal and political levels, and a
fundamental

questioning of issues of sexuality,
and gender identity. So we have a very
interesting debate at the ideological level in
terms of the approaches which people are using
towards what is called development.

power

Still at the

ideological level,

one encounters

this notion of the

unchallengeability of male
supremacy in African .societies. Within the
context of nationalism as an ideology that
constructs the arena within which gendered
contestation is occuring. male supremacy is
underpinned by heterosexuality as a Given,
owned and defined by men. and used to control
the sexuality of women in particular.
Are Women Privileged by Heterosexuality?
Here I would like to pose what 1 think is a very
important issue that requires closer attention on
the part of both women and men. from the
context

of whatever sexual orientation

we

seems to be an assumption that
heterosexual women, all of whom are compulsory

practice. There

heterosexuals because

heterosexuality is not an
initial choice one makes, but something that one
is socialised into, are privileged over women

what

am

they are
presently.
To argue that heterosexual women are
privilegedby heterosexuality in order to highlight
the marginalisation and exclusion of le.sbian
women, is I think politically naive and
unproductive in terms of initiating an engagement
with issues of sexuality on both sides.
Heterosexuality is not owned by heterosexual
women, even

if most such

women

behave

as

though they do. Hetero.sexuality is owned by
men. who use it to control the reproductive and
productive capacities of women, and to
manipulate and use their sexuality. However, it
is the basis upon which the sexuality of millions
of women is premised, and inspite of the ab.sence
ofacritical discourse about heterosexuality within
the Women’s Movement in Africa, the fact that

heterosexuality is compulsory for women, and
that it is a dangerous place where so many
women are killed every' day, should give a clear
indication that heterosexual

women

are

not

privileged by it.
I think that posing the one against the other
vis-a-vis the relationships between different
groups of women is very problematical, and
requires a serious discourse about the assumptions
which inform both the heterosexual and lesbian
communities in this
return to

region in particular. 1 shall

this debate soon. However, for purposes

of posing

the issue, ljust want to say that I think
hetero.sexuality of
necessity translates into heterosexism for women
in particular. A woman may be a compulsory
heterosexual, but not necessarily be heterosexist
i.e. being of the view that all other sexualities are
wrong or perverse. An awareness of the rights of
people to choose their sexuality and the expression
of that right, is a clear indication that one is
it is incorrect to deduce that

critical of heterosexism.
But

need to air

of the

assumptions
underpin the different sexual locations we
occupy, and how these locations translate into
particular political positions in our work as
we

some

which

activists.
However, to return to the

subject of gendered
struggles in the state in Zimbabwe, it becomes
quite clear that the reality of male supremacy as
an assumed Given
an unchanging fact — is
—
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embedded in a notion of culture which reinforces

representations of femininity and
masculinity, about who is a good woman and

traditional
who is

a

bad

woman.

Politics Remains Essentially
I

Male-

Referenced
Another

important element in this scenario is

male referenced and
upon the male. What men have
experienced politically provides the reference
for political decision making and the translation
of such decisions into every aspect of women’s
that

politics remains

very

centered

;

lives. The historical narrative is about what men
have

thought, done, and would have liked to do

disaggregation at this level
about the different meanings of politics between
and there is

—

and

women

no

men.

It is assumed that the definition

political remains unproblematic in
gendered temis, and women are expected to
insert themselves into the existing paradigms —
be they left or right. Politics for women then
translates into having a few women deputy
ministers, an occasional cabinet minister
of what is

The other level at

which

women

and

men

inter-personal level, because
that is where human society is constructed,
whether one is talking about eulture. politics,
language, etc. And at this level, within Zimbabwe
in particular, the gendered struggle takes on
interact is at the

several characteristics. 1 would like to set out
some

interpersonal
serious contestation is

of the characteristics at the

level, because some very

occuring.
separation between the

personal and the political. This separation
between the personal and the political is a
fabrication,

an

invention which is conveniently

used to exclude women from the

main sites of

power. While on the one hand we can separate
these two spheres of existence for analytical
purposes, to understand how the phenomena
interact and impact on each other, in reality, the

exclusionary and resistant to a
recognition of gender relations in terms of the
contestation for political power. And this

personal and the political are very closely bound.
And a lot of the struggling between women and
men is happening at this level.because the men
insist on separating the personal from the political.
This is resulting in an intense contestation at all
levels of social interaction - in terms of knowlege
and who the knowers are; in terms of the meaning
of health and reprrxluctive rights; in terms of
what human rights mean and the inclusion of
women's rights as human rights, and in terms of
the extension
of affirming strategies for

translates into the definition of women who

Zimbabweans

(occupying an ineffectual position—never those
of defence, finance, home affairs or foreign
affairs), or as the mobilisers of poor rural women
for male-driven

agendas.

Therefore, we are faced with a notion of politics
which

is

the

contest

existing meaning of politics as being

deficient in terms of their femininity. This reaction

inspired by the belief (if one may call it such)
that public spaces are dangerous plaees for
women, because they undermine women’s
femininity. The so-called ‘iron-lady’ syndrome
is

which

men use as a

surveillance mechanism of

mobility is a clear
example of this. The occupation of public spaces
by women is perceived as threatening those
socially given spaces which women are supposed
to stay in and safeguard like the heterosexual
family.
A consequence of this dictum is that women
who insist on being publicly identified, who
insist on deriving their identity from what they
do in the public sphere — as professionals for
are accused of mimicking men.
example
They are accused of assuming male roles, and
because the dominant public models are men,

women’s social and sexual

this often translates into such behaviour. The

Margaret Thatcher phenomenon is double-edged.
one hand it is very real and true to many

On the
eases

but on the other hand it is used to undemiine

by women to be personalities in their
right. Women are clearly not unaffected by
the definition of the public as exclusionary of
femaleness, and the politics that goes with that.
the efforts
own
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who

have

been/still

are

disadvantaged by race and gender prejudices.
One example of this contestation to make the
personal political is the manner in which some
men have interpreted my use of personal
experiences as the basis for intellectual discourse.
They have attacked my person because, as a
woman, I have dared to centre the meaning of
knowledge and experience on what I know best.
Not only is this considered a violation of the
sacred male rules of so-called objectivity ( i.e.
talk about what men do and know, that is

objective) but dare to use the female experience
of life

as a

referent becomes ‘too much’

—

as

they put it. Often the recourse is ‘no, she cannot
be an African’ or. ‘she must be sexually frustrated'

jealous of white women’ or ’ she is
simply screwed up". Anything to avoid the
recognition that women are knowers, that women
have multiple identities which cut across the
divides which men construct into private and
public, and, that what happens to women is
always political, whether men like it or not.
Over the months since the publication of ’ B lack

or

’ she is

men,

very

white women’. 1 have heard numerous

recountings of how many Black men were/are so
angry at me that they even threaten physical
violence if they have the chanee. The threat of
physical violence against female voice, against

bring
public — through our voices
specific political demands and

intolerance of difference. Women
difference to the
which express

rights; through our writing which challenges the
hegemony of Black maleness; through our
activitism which has begun to change the power
landscape, shaking the given at its core and
posing new existential questions about the ways
in which

Separating the Personal From the Political
The first level is the

expression of what BJaek women know is a
real political issue for us is typical of male

the

we

live

our

lives.

public realm is supposed to be
unemotional, unquestionable, and one sexpected
to enter the given and behave the way the given
is defined, any signs of difference set off the
alarm bells. Have you ever noticed the way
restaurants are unable to cope with a request
which differs even only in the slightest manner
Because the

from what is listed on the menu. Sameness,

posed as differences in relation to particular
class and racial needs, has become the order of
the

public sphere. It undeipins the systems of

control and management.

different, is viewed

as a

Diversity, something

threat and is therefore

feared and attacked.
One of the

reasons

why

some men

attack the

female person, is because writing was removed
from the relationship between women and men.

in
pornographic teniis, or as imbeciles, as virgins,
as whatever they thought women should be. and
Men could write about women, portray us

some

of that trash has become central to the male

literary canon. ( canon here meaning the sacred
texts

Interestingly, women
physical violence
they disagree with their views. 1 guess

of a particular genre).

do not threaten males with
because
women

cannot

afford to

use

such

a

threat since

through the consumption of the best
and the largest amounts of fotxi over many
centuries, developed a larger, physically stronger
body. However, it is very unfortunate that thus
far no Black males have actually engaged in an

men

have,

intellectual discussion about the issues of

relationships in a post‘thinking’
with everything else but their intellect, and so the

multicultural racial

colonial Zimbabwe. Most are still
discourse remains one-sided.

especially through the
from the word, is clearly
shown in the ways in which women are assumed
to be illiterate. The entry forms at the Harare
international airport are a perfect example of
how deep seated sexism is in the male psyche.
Inspite of 1.“! years of post-independence, the
entry forms still reflect an assumption that men
Voicelessness,

exclusion of

women

have to write for women. Men are the

scribes,

questions which are posed by this
particular fonn are truely incredulous at this time
in our existence as a people. 1 have often felt the
urge to challenge the immigration officers on
and the
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this when 1 present my form, but then I usually
conclude that it would not change anything—
and would instead
behind

me

earn me

the wrath of those

in the queue.

Because writing was a male preserve, gender
has been absent from the perview of social

scientists—both male and female, and that is

why men have such a tremendous difficulty
centering gender as a construct within their
repertoire of analytical tools. The resistance to
apply gender as a concept in this so-called
scientific world that

men

have created, is

reflection of the refusal to confront the
—

in terms of power

—

between

a

inequities

women

and

and among human beings across the

men,

categories of race, class, .sexuality and ethnic
identity. So, the contestation over what is personal
and what is political is clearly an important
element in the gendered struggles within the
state and in the other patriarchal institutions
within Zimbabwe.

Challenging this divide has been very difficult
us as women and as feminist activists.
Many
of my feminist sisters do not yet write in ways
which would sufficiently challenge the
assumptions I have mentioned above, although I
am hoping that this will change as more and more
for

of

us

realise that this articifical

actually
from the

public

separation is
ploy that is used to exclude women
state, and from sites of power in the

a

arena.

Struggling Over Property
struggle is in the realm of
property. It is a struggle which cuts across classes.
There are two major forms of property in
capitalist, patriarchal societies — and these are
the ownership of things (material goods which
Another terrain of

include animals) and

women.

sometimes described

Infact,

women

things.
of males through
birth, through marriage rituals, through
inheritance and levirate rites, and through
paternity. There are laws and conventions which
still give men incredible powers over the
are

by

men as

Women become the property

movement

of

where

can or cannot go,

they

women

between households,

what they can or
cannot have (in termsof nationality forexample)
etc.
One can look at any patriarchal legal
system, and the ownership of women by men is
a central tenet of patriarchal power.
Fathers own theirdaughters. and interestingly,
when one points to the so easily over-looked
aspect of the marriage rite whereby the father (or
some older male who can serve as a proxy father)
‘gives the woman away ’ to her future husband—
as an example of the ownership of women by
men, one meets

true,

with a chorus of denials. But it is

othewise, why would it be part of this

relation of power
42

Women

between

women

and men'?

In Zimbabwe

today,

as

Southern Africa, there is

well
an

as

were

in the

demanding their rights

rest

of

intense struggle

property. Women are demanding their
rights to property as middle-class women, and
although they are still ‘given away by men' in
marriage to other males, the struggle for property
rights is clearly visible in the kinds of legal
reform which are occuring in all the countries
of the region.
At the broader level, for most poor Black
women in Southern Africa, the struggle for
private property is located at the most basic
over

level of survival
In

—

situation where

the contestation

over

land.

is not necessarily reflective of an
unquestioning acceptance of patriarchally
defined statuses for women. The complex
intersections between class, gender and sexuality
must be sought in the multiple expressions of
struggle which women engage in. and this is one
such expression, in my opinion. Just as the
demand for an affirmation of the right to equal
women

access

to

educational and other

resources

provides an entry point for women to contest
more effectively the very
rights that men
mobilised women to struggle for during the anticolonial resistance.

private property
underpins the struggle for autonomy and
independence by women from men. It reflects a
critique of heterosexuality, even if it is not
expressed in these terms. The apparent silence

Women may appear to be conforming and be
‘good women', but the experience of resisting
colonisation changed women. The important
point to take cognisance of is that we cannot stop
at this point. We have to understand how these
changes can be used to move ahead in the
contestation for power at all levels of social
existence. We have to continue to challenge the
given, and refuse to be hemmed into little
domesticated spaces, which so easily become
the most dangerous places for women. Unless
we recognise the critical
importance of
challenging the divide between the private and
the public, a divide which serves to fragement
women, creating competitive behaviour about
who a ‘real African woman' is. the struggle
against patriarchal oppression in all its aspects
will remain a major pre-occupation of the

about

Women's Movement.^

fought side by side
with men against colonial and racist oppression,
the right to own the most critical material
a

resource

women

which is land, has remained tied to

their marriage to a male.
of the land issue has

However, the character
changed in the postcolonial period, to reflect not only the class
differences among women and between women
and men, but more interestingly also to reflect
the tensions between different classes of women
and men, and between
women

particular classes of

and the state.

Struggling for Autonomy
The contestation for

heterosexuality

among

heterosexual
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PERSPECTIVES IN POLICY DISCOURSE

(PART II)
Catherine Alum Odora
S POINTED out in Part I of this paper,

A

there

seems to

be

only

one way

that,

/ ^ reality is perceived, and that is through
the mainstream functionalist

paradigm. In

ideological terms, especially in the Cold War
era, the world was only ‘capitalist’ or
‘communist’. People, nature and knowledge were
all viewed from these two perspectives.
In this submission, the intention is to pull apart
these pillars of thought that have influenced and
polarized the world, and posit them in relation to
other ways of perceiving social reality. It is a
strong hope that this can assist those interested in
tracing debates around various policy and research
issues to contest the premise of particular proposals
with a deeper knowledge as to where these
proposals derive their point of departure and find
their assertiveness even in economically lean days.
The typology used is derived from 'Socioloffical
Pwa(lif>ms and Orf^anhational Analysis' (Burell
& Morgan 1992). In their basic thesis, the authors
state that social theory can be conceived of in
terms of four paradigms, and that these four
paradigms are founded upon mutually exclusive
views of the social world. They also assert that
each stands in its own right and generates its own
analyses of social life and generates theories and
perspectives which arc in fundamental opposition
to those generated in other paradigms.
My own position however, is that it should also
be of great interest for researchers and policy
makers to identify the location of particular
policy blueprints with the help of these typologies
and recognize the shortcomings arising therefrom.

these

‘thoughts’ and philosophies both in time and

by source. In this way. it is also possible for us not
only to challenge and critique these frames of
reference and revisit the consequences

of their

permeation, but also discern the spaces we can
seize in order to create a paradigm that can reflect
the reality of Africa’s complex history, both past
and contemporary'.

The Functionalist

Paradigm

This

paradigm has provided the dominant
framework for the conduct of academic sociology
for a very long time.
It is concerned with maintaining the ‘status quo’
and providing rationales and explanatories for
‘social order’ and ‘ social integration’. It approaches
these general concerns from a standpoint which
tendstobedeterministic, positivist, and nomothetic.
It is concerned with effective regulation and
control of social affairs, and

sees

the value of

knowledge as primarily meant to fulfil thisobjective.
It approaches social science from the tradition of
sociological positivism, which attempts par
excellence, to apply the models and methods of the
natural sciences to the study of human affairs.

research and
cannot

to

and should not purport to

‘win’

but

to

or

‘defeat’

or even

facilitate in order to

come to a

better quality

of consensus.

presented, the paradigms for their broad
conceptions and added key ‘ancestors’ of the
particular thinking within the different frames of
I have

reference. This is intended to assist
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us

in

placing

conduct, he set out to determine the nature of

‘irrational’ behaviours and conducts. Hispet concept

‘equilibrium’ and saw models derived from
world as having heuristic utility for the
analysis of the social world.
Tlie German idealist tradition in general, but

was

the physical

empirical artefacts which can be

existence of the subjective, but to limit its role. Thus

identified, studied and measured through methods

although the task of sociology is to understand and
interpret social action. Weber constrains this
endeavourby the implicit assumption that behaviour
can be causually explained with reference to fairly
narrowly defined typologies of action.
(Jeorge Siinmel(18,‘)8-1918) wasaphilosopher
and historian turned sociologist. He rejected the
dichotomy between nature ;md culture (the idealist
tradition), and the Anglo Saxon tradition which
posits society as a biological organism, in favour
of an analysis of human association and interaction,
stressing instead the presence of a pattern, an
underlying fonn which to him lies beneath the
‘content’ of social life. He also was very much
interested in human beings in their social context.
(Jeorge Herbert Mead (186.3-1931) an
American social philosopher sought to interpret
the concepts ofmind and intelligence in biological,

derived from the natural sciences. Hard

(early 19thC

ancestors

-

core

2()thC) like Auguste

Emile Durkheim (1858-1917) admits the

renewal,

up to the present moment in time. 1 also contend
that in the higher effort to create responsible

especially that of industrial societies
although later he turned to the study of ‘elementary
societies’ (i.e. the tribal and the primitive) if only to
detennine the differential nature of stx;ial solidarity
in general.
Wilfredo Pareto (1848-192.3) impacted on
sociological thought mainly through the Harvard
School of sociologists who in the 19.30s fostered
the ‘ Pareto Cult’. With a background in economics
based on the assumptions of logical and rational

of concrete

‘annihilate’ another,

the continual process of selfcriticism and

to determine the conditions for the conservation

Accordingtothisparadigm,thesix;ialworldconsists

dynamic policy formulation, actors
indulge in
‘dialogue’unless onecanclearly see one’spersonal
interest and theoretical/ideological stake in
pursuing a particular line of argumentation. In a
process of dialogue moreover, the objective is not

practitioners, these typologies can also assist in
tracing one’s own life journey of self-discovery,

was

of societies,

especially Max Weber (1864-1920) was concerned
with bridging the gap between idealism and
positivism by introducing the cultural sciences
upon a linn foundation in terms of their ‘objective
validity’. His objective was to recognize the

‘positive’ method
triumphed in mathematics, astronomy,
physics and biology would eventually prevail also
in politics and culminate into a positive science of
society which they temied ‘sociology’.
Herbert Spencer (1820-1903) a positivLst in
the Comtian tradition, who developed more
extensively the implications of biology for
sociology; was greatly influenced by the work of
Charles Darwin and saw sociology essentially as
the study ofevolution. His favourite concepts were
‘.structure’ and ‘function’ leading to what is known
as structural functionalism. He saw society as
‘marching towards more complex and integrated
social systems of w'hich the industrial society was
viewed as its most advanced form. Spencer’s God
was evolution, sometimes called ‘progress’.

For action-oriented researchers and reflective

reality’ and 'stjcial facts', and added to these the
notion of ‘causal analysis’ from the Spencerian
notion of ‘functional analysis’. Sociology’s role

Comte (1798-1857) felt that the
which had

psychological and sociological terms in line
with post-Darwinian views ofevolutionary nature

of

influence of Comte and

Spencer in his work, but
approaches their work in a more critical vein. He
continued with the gospel of the ‘positive’ and
‘scientific’ in the

sense

of the belief that there is

a

reality capable of rational scientific
investigation. His pet concepts were ‘objective

concrete

social

change and development.
The Interpretive Paradigm
Theorists located within this

paradigm adopt
approach that is consonant with the basic
tenets of the sociology of regulation (i.e. the
functionalist frame). The interpretive paradigm
is concerned with understanding the world as it
an
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is, and especially the fundamental nature of the

But most of these concerned themselves with the

social world at the level of subject! ve experience.

irrational in order to exorcise it. As Hughes himself

Social reality is regarded as a network of
assumptions and intersubjectively shared
meanings. The ontological status of the social
world is viewed as extremely questionable and
problematic. Theorists in this paradigm tend to
delve into the depths of human consciousness
and subjectivity in theirquest forthe fundamental
meanings which underlie social life.
The concern with understanding the es.sence
of the everyday world is underwritten by an
involvement with issues relating to the nature of
the status quo. social order, consensus, social
integration and cohesion, solidarity and actuality.
It challenges the validity of the ontological
assumptions which underwrite functionalist
approaches to sociology in general and the study
of organizations in particular; while maintaining
their fundamental premise in the question as to
whether organizations exist in anything but a
conceptual sense.
The theorists in this paradigm came to see the
positivist assumptions as being increasingly
unsatisfactory and problematic at two levels. In
the first place it was evident that even within the

wrote,

natural sciences, human values did intrude upon
the process of scientific enquiry. The scientific
method could therefore not be upheld as being

'value-free';

moreover,

the frame of reference of

the scientific observer was also uncovered to be an
active force which determined the way in which
scientific knowledge was obtained. Secondly, it
was

realized that

man as

the actor could not be

studied

through the methods of natural science
with their concern for establishing general laws.
Besides, in the cultural sphere, man was not

tame

“By probing into it. they sought

it,

to

ways to
canalise it for constmctive human

purposes'. For the most part however, they
addressed the irrational from the standpoint
characteristic of the sociology of regulation.
Dilthey (1833-1911) sought to establish the
concept of'understanding' and hermeneutics as a
method. Textual analysis of a meaning and
significance was regarded as more appropriate
than a scientific search for knowledge of general
laws. Words in

a sentence

have to be understood

in terms of their total context. The desire to

formulate
therefore,
there

are

methodological rules of interpretation
accompanied by a recognition that
no absolute starting points, no self-

was

evident, self-contained certainties
can

on

which

we

build, because we always find ourselves in the

middle of

complex situations which we try to
disentangle by making, when revising provisional
assumptions.
Edmund Husserl (1859-1938) founder of the

One of the most basic notions

underlying the
paradigm is that the consciousness
of man is dominated by the ideological
superstructures with which he interacts, and that
these drive a cognitive wedge between himself
and his true consciousness. This wedge is a wedge
whole of this

ofalienation or'false consciousness’which inhibits

orprevents true humim fulfilment. A major concern
for theorists in this

paradigm is the release from

the constraints which existing social arrangements

place

human development.
places most emphasis on
radical change, modes of domination,
emancipation, deprivation, and potentiality.
The concepts of structural conflict appears less in
this paradigm than, say, in the radical structuralist
paradigm. Central emphasis is also put on human
consciousness particularly those expressed in the
work of Hegel. Kant, and Karl Marx. Later on
upon

The radical humanist

Gram.sci, Lukacs. Harbemas, Marcuse carried the
torch on, followed

by Ivan Illich, Castaneda and
Laing. They seek to change the social world
through a change in modes of cognition and

'phenomenological movement' in philosophy

consciousness.

holds consciousness to be the matrix of all

paradigm is therefore an
assumptions which define
the functionalist paradigm. Whereas the
interpretive theorists are content with
understanding the nature of the process, the radical
humanists subject it to critique. Consciousness

phenomena, and considers phenomena to be
objects of intentional acts and treats them as
essences. Husserlian phenomenology is based

fundamental questioning of the commontaken for granted attitudes which
characterise everyday life and the realms of natural
upon a

sense,

science. The idea for instance, that there is

objective world out there which exists in
and time and is real for all

an

space

is also put

The radical humanist

inversion of the basic

and the external world
same

are seen as two

sides of the

reality; locked in a dialectical relationship in

which each defines and influences the other.
For

under
scrutiny. This distinctive intellectual position was

Hegel, alienation occurred as the result of
objectification of ideas in the external world which

result of his dissatisfaction with conventional

reasserted themselves within man'scon.sciousness.

a

men

science, especially its obsession with mere facts

Lukacs advocated for a move beyond al ienation

subject to law in the physical sense, but was free.
An intellectual apprehension of his life and action
could be attained only by the speculative methods
of philosophy, especially by a process of the

and its

which the identical

intuition of the total wholes.

that the

inability to cope with problems of ultimate

truth.
Alfred Shutz (1899-1959) introduced the
notion of

example Immanuel Kant (1724-1803)

'intersubjectivity’, and demonstrates
notions of subjective meaning,
understanding and social action have much wider

who posited that a priori knowledge must precede

ramifications than tho.se reflected in Weber’s work.

For

understanding of the sense data of
empirical experience. He argued that there must
be inherent, in-bom organising principles within
man's consciousness by which any and all sense
data is structured, arranged and thus understood.
The world in which we live may be a product of a
complex interrelationship between a priori
knowledge and empirical reality, but the starting
point for understanding this lay in the realm of
any grasp or

'mind' and 'intuition'.
H. Stuart Hughes (1890-1930) like the other
major intellectual figures of the 1890s (Freud.
Durkheim. Weber. Jung, Dilthey, Gramsci,
Wittgenstein, and probably Simmel and Husserl
as well), was obses.sed with the rediscovery of the
'non-logical, the uncivilised, the inexplicable'.
44

Harold Garfinkel

invented the

term

'ethnomethodology' and the understanding of the
life world. It is geared to empirical study and field
work with emphasis on uniqueness, but with
rather limited attention

to

the related issues of

ontology, epistemology and human nature.
The Radical Humanist

Paradigm

The radical humanist

paradigm is concerned
with developing a sociology of radical change
from a subjectivist standpoint. Its approach to
social science has much in

common

with the

interpretive paradigm. However, its frame of
reference is committed

to a view of society which
emphasises the importance of overcoming or
transcending the limitations of existing social

arrangements.

in

object-subject is 'at one' with
itself, and thus not internally alienated. In Marx's
terms, capitalism is an example of a totality in
which objective and subjective elements are
combined within a complex dynamic, and
structured process which can only be understood
holistically. This implies that any aspect of
capitalism cannot be understood without first
understanding capitalism itself in its entirety.
Gramsci.

on

the other hand succeeded in

fusing the important elements of structure and
consciousness, science and philosophy, subject
and object, a position which marks a distinctive
advance from the paradigm of orthodox Marxism.
It was Gramsci who argued that orthodox
Marxism lost its relevance and even revolutionary
zeal through a misguided incorporation of
positivist notions and a crude, almost mechanistic
determinism which totally ignored the voluntarist,
practical aspects of working class potentialities.
He argued that power and domination in
capitalism rested not only with the materially
located means of coercion and oppression, but
S.XPEM July. 1995
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also within men’s consciousness

through

ideological hegemony. It was this ‘ideological
hegemony’ that enables capitalism to develop
and increase the power of the ruling class by
attacking or infiltrating the consciousness of the
individual worker. Consciousness, inGramscian

something abstract and spiritual;
force for a political end. His
philosophy of praxis therefore stressed practical
involvement in politics through networks of
proletarian institutions. Reality, to him. does not
tenns, was not

it

was a concrete

exist

on

sense,

its

own account

but it exists in

with the

men

who

a

in

a

strict materialist

historical relation.ship

modify it.

The Frankfurt School distinguished between

traditional

approach to social science and the
critical theory perspective. Whereas the first
rested upon the distinction between ob.serverand
his subject and the assumption of value freedom,
critical theory emphasised the importance of the
theorist’s commitment to change. Marcuse
attacked phenomenology as being inadequate
because it ignores the scope for, and influence of
the human potentiality; positivism, because of
its false assumptions to value neutrality. Marcuse
argued that technical progress, extended to a
whole system of domination and coordination,
creates fomis of life (and of power) which appear
to reconcile the forces opposing the system to
defeat. Technology is seen as a political force, a
systeni of domination which evolves new,
increasingly effective and ‘more pleasant’ means
of social control and cohesion. Consciousness,
for instance, is seen as

‘consciousness’, ‘alienation’ and ‘critique’

social form.
The Radical Structuralist

Paradigm

Theorists located in this

paradigm advocate a
sociology of radical change from an objectivist
standpoint. While it shares a number of aspects
in tenns of approach with the functionalist
paradigm, it is committed to radical change,
emancipation and potentiality in an analysis
which emphasises structural conflict, modes
of domination, contradiction and deprivation.
It approaches these concerns from a standpoint
which tends to be realist, positivist, determinist,
and nomothetic. Theorists in this paradigm focus
on structural relations comprising deep seated
internal contradictions, while others focus
the structure and

analysis of

power

on

relations.

Common to all theorists in this school, is the
view that contemporary

society is characterized

by fundamental conflicts which generate social
change through political and economic crises.
This paradigm owes much of its major
intellectual debt to the works of the older Marx,
because it is to this

paradigm that Karl Marx
increasing interest in
Darwinian theories of evolution and in political
economy. It is rooted in a materialist view of the
switched

as a

result of his

radical structuralist, like the functionalist tends

of

revealing unused capacities for improving

the lives of human beings.

Habermas, for his part,

stressed the structure
our language
and everyday discourse. He introduced notions
of‘communication competence’ which seeks to
provide the link between the political macrostructure, and the speech acts within a context of
symbolic interaction. This ‘ ideal speech situation’
is one that is characterised by communicative
distortion, in which a supposed con.sensus is
arrived at through discourse within the context
of an unequal power distribution.

of domination embedded within

Thus while the functionalist tends to accept

of

purposive rationality, the logic of
positive functions of technology,
and the neutrality of language, and uses them as
building blocks in the construction of supposedly

the

nomi

science, the

contemporaries, Lassale.
Human consciousness is seen as wholly
dependent upon economic production and the
‘material productive forces’ are the foundations
of the existence of human society. Positivism of
the natural sciences is taken

as a

basic model and

historical materialism is taken

as

scientific

sociology’ which explains the general laws of
human evolution, and serves also as a method for

history. Historical materialism provides the
means whereby general laws are attainable, and
these laws provide casual explanations.
The evolutionary theories of Darwin had a
profound effect on theorists in this paradigm
(e.g. Kropotkin). However, he has argued
vehemently against the Spencerian notions of
‘the survival of the fittest’ which he

saw as

implying that competition and conflict were
endemic to all animal species including man. He
constantly pointed to the widespread existence
of‘mutual aid’in human species not characterised
by the capitalist mode of production.
Theories within the radical structuralist

four central notions around which the schools of

men.

The social world, like the natural world, is

universe of

as a means

earning him the
description of ‘a Hegel turned economist and a
Ricardo turned socialist’ by one of his

minds of

theory to investigate the roots of this ‘totalitarian

technological rationality’, and to

reflected in his earlier work

ontology which emphasizes the hard and concrete
nature of the reality which exists outside the

on an

an independent existence of a
material rather than spiritual nature. While the

examine their historical alternatives

on

paradigm are thus based upon relatively
objectivist assumptions with regard to the nature
of social science and are geared to presenting a
radical critique of contemporary society. The

natural and social world, and is based

being moulded by the

media, and for Marcuse, it is the task of critical

emphasis

discarding

and

they play in sustaining
developing the system of power and
domination which pervades the totality of this

the

earlier

in relation to the role which

seen as

having

see himself as engaged in ‘science’, the
paradigm itself is aimed at providing a critique
of the status quo in social affairs. Society is
composed of elements that stand in contradiction

to

to

each other, and the theorists here are interested

in the effects ofthese contradictions, particularly
the role which

they play in creating political and

economic crises.

Deep seated conflict provides the means by
man achieves emancipation from the

which

structures

but it is
no

a

of the social world in which he lives,

.sociology of radical change which has

mention of the role and nature of

man as an

individual human

being. In terms of analysis,
they place emphasis on conceptualisations
derived from political economy. Pet concepts in
Marxian register are the ‘superstructure’ and the
‘base’

or

‘substructure’;

thought within this paradigm revolve are; the
notion of totality, the notion of structure, the
notion of contradiction, and finally, the notion
of crisis. Conclude Burrell and Morgan:
As M'c have seen, the emphasis in
radical striieliiralism is upon contradielion and crisis. These factors receive no
attention within the functionalist paradigni: they are essentially alien to this
perspective, since its (i.e. the functionalist) fundamental aim is to account for the
persistence and survival of existing social
forms. Functionalism is concerned with
evolutionary, as opposed to catastrophic
change. Even the most change oriented
.schools within the conte.xt of thefunctionalist paradigm are markedly different
from, and conservative in orientation when
compared with their immediate
neighbours within radical structuralism
(Burrell & Morgan .992:,^59).
.

.
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REVIEWS

F RECONSTRUCTING THE STUDY AND
MEANING OF AFRICA
David Johnson
HE CENTRE for African Studies of

T

the

University of Illinois at UrbanaChampaign devoted its Twenty First
Annual Spring Symposium to discussions on
“Reconstructing the Study and Meaning of
Africa.”Thirteen papers were presented in panels
on "The Study of Africa and African Studies;
Reflections on the Long Durée,” “Black Studies’
and African Studies, I: Conceptions of ‘Africa’
and the ■African’”,‘"Black' Studies and African

Studies, II;

Transcontinental Power and

Resources in the Production of Knowledge." and

"Conceptions and Paradigms; The Collapse of
Post-World

War

II

Formulations

New

Beginnings?" One of the most striking features
of the symposium was the relative absence of the
established figures of African studies, who
normally dominate meetings organised by
African Studies Centres in the US. To their

credit, the organisers seem to have made a
conscious effort to create

voices and

not one

a

where

platform for African
an

African presence

becomes a legitimising
that bears little

Africans,

at

instrument for a discourse
relevance to the agenda of

home and abroad. Scholars from

Africa and African scholars based in the US

helped to make this one of the most lively and
critical symposia on the study of Africa that 1
have attended in the US.
The tone of the

meeting was set by the opening

address, “The Decline of the Africanists’ Africa
and the Rise of New Africas;

a

US-centred

Perspective,” delivered by Bill Martin and
Michael West. Their statement focused

on

the

beleaguered province of African studies in the
US. It is in decay, they argued, and one should
not mourn its passing as presently constituted.
They traced the institutionalisation of African
studies from one programme at Northwestern
University in the early 1950s to at least 34
throughout the country by 1970, an impressive
growth rate, made possible by federal and private
sponsorship of language and area centres, in the
context

of Cold War rivalries. But times have

changed and the conditions underpinning the
rise of African studies no longer apply. There is
a new

assault

on

the field that comes from within

and without the

potential for

academy; "From the strong

reduction in public, private and
institutional funding inherent in the current era
of re.structuring; through the collapse of the postwar paradigms on which it was founded; to the
46

a

of critical perspectives posing new
questions, definitions and interpretations." Martin
and West maintain that the area studies approach,
with its implicit acceptance of hierarchies of race
and nation and inability to conceptualise the
global dimensions of capitalist development,
has very little chance of surviving the new
international order. Having failed dismally to
deliver the promised land of enlightenment and
development. African studies now confronts a
variety ofemerging and re-emerging perspectives
postmodernist, feminist, Afrocentrist,
panafricanist, Atlanticist. etc. — in conjunction
with a radical restructuring of global politics.
Yet many Africanists do not appear conscious of
the new conditions confronting the study of
African studies programs. Martin and West see
clear evidence of a declining interest in the study
of Africa among those who wield power and
resources within and over higher education.
Martin and West contrast this waning interest
in Africa amongst the power brokers of higher

by the concerns of military and industrial
strategists in the metropolitan centres. He called
for caution on the part of those who emphasised
a declining interest by the Pentagon in Africa,
pointing to an expanding US military presence in

education with the “renaissance of Africa interest

expanded public interest in African affairs and
substantial government funding of SOAS and
other centres that were charged with interpreting
a rapidly changing continent for British and
African audiences. The 1960s expansion of
African studies, which belonged to an era of
considerable growth in higher education in
Britain, began to fade in the 1970s with a
downturn in the economy, according to Fyfe.
Thatcher, with her racist support of the white
regime in Southern Africa and generalised assault
on the autonomy of the British university, was
the most devastating experience for African

emergence

—

in Black communities.” reflected in

popular
students in the academy.
They view this resurgence as part of a long
intellectual tradition that was eclipsed by the rise
culture and amongst

of "African studies" and "Africanists” who "were

charged with interpreting "Africa’ for their EuroNorth American and largely white audiences."
The Africanists were instrumental in separating
the study of Africa and the wider African cultural
world, marginalising in the process an earlier
generation ofAfrican scholars—Blyden. Horton.
Casely Hayford, Du Bois. Woodson. James —
who had done so much to link the emancipatory
struggles of Africans at home and abroad. Martin
and West insist that these linkages and other
transnational and transcontinental conceptions
and alliances must be pursued if the study of
Africa is in the US is to have
Africanists need

new

relevance. “US

begin to ponder nothing less
than the destruction of the field’s original hubris
to

and its foundational beliefs."

Several of the themes introduced

by Martin
the following
day by Horace Campbell in his paper, "Low
Intensity Warfare and the Study of Africans at
Home and Abroad.” He compared the panAfrican scholarship and activism of Du Bois and
and West

were

elaborated upon

the Council of African Affairs with those

Africanists whose research agenda were

informed

Southern Africa and the recent Boren Act. which
seeks to direct federal

funding for African studies
through the military/intelligence establishment,
as

manifestations of the continued relevance of

Africa in the

global military strategy of the US.
interrelationship between imperialism and
the development of African studies on the other
side of the Atlantic was apparent in Christopher
Fyfe's paper on "The emergence and Evolution
of African Studies in the United Kingdom.” The
Emeritus Professor of African History at
Edinburgh University gave a narrative account
of the origins of African Studies at the London
The

School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS),
which

was

founded in 1916

to

train

officials. African studies in the UK
momentum

in the decolonisation

era

imperial
gained
with

an

studies. The aftermath has been the dramatic
reduction in African studies

personnel and the
Several British
Africanists have now publ ished their lamentations
on their declining presence in academia.
Meanwhile, Fyfe noted, British Africanists are
being confronted by a new constituency of Black
British students
who see a predominantly
white academic culture from which they feel
excluded. Organisations such as the Association
for the Study of African, Caribbean, and Asian
Culture and History have been fonned in Britain,
in response to the hegemony of British
Africanists, who now face challenges with which
near-extinction of some programs.

—

their North American counterparts are more
familiar.
The

presentations of Fyfe and Catherine
Sapem July, 1995
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Coquery Vidrovich, the pre-eminent

of the
of African studies in France,
emphasising the leading role of anthropology in
the construction of knowledge about Africa,
were sharply criticised. The lead was taken by
the Ugandan social scientist, Mahmood
Mamdani. Three years ago, Mamdani incurred
the wrath of the Africanists after publishing a
critical response to the proceedings of a
conference on governance in Africa organised
by the Carter Centre of Emory University. His
main thesis then
the irrelevance of many of
the contributions to issues of social justice and
emergence

—

transformation in Africa

—

seemed obvious to

many in Africa, but those who were charged with

interpreting Africa for American audiences took
offense, some responding with a series ofpersonal
invectives. Mamdani’s comments this time round
had to do with the seeming irrelevance ofAfricans
to the histories of African studies presented by
Fyfe and Vidrovich. He questioned the value of
any account ofthe field that failed to consider the
ways in which intellectual and political struggles
waged in Africa helped to shape the content and
parameters of African studies in the metropolitan
What, for example, he inquired was the

centres.

impact of scholars in East and West Africa who

challenged many ofthe established paradigms of
the Africanists in the 1970s.
It is difficult to imagine Mamdani’s critique of

the proceedings appearing in any ofthe Africanist

journals reviewed by Tiyambe Paul Zeleza in his
paper, ‘Trends and Inequalities in the Production
of Knowledge of Africa.” In a survey of the
publishing trends of the Journal of Modem
African Studies, African Studies Review,
Research in African Literatures, Canadian
Journal ofAfrican Studies, and Journal ofAfrican
History between 1982 and 1992, Zeleza found
that only 17 percent of the articles were published
by Africans. He admitted that these figures cannot
by themselves provide explanations for the
exclusion of Africans, one participant pointing
out that Nigerian historians once made a collective
decision to boycott the British-based Journal of
African History because of the editors’ persistent
requests for more referencing of Africanist
historians. Nevertheless, no one present could
contradict his observations on the hegemony of
the production and control of academic
knowledge of Africa exercised by Euro-American
scholars, who exercise an inordinate influence in
defining areas of social inquiry and the methods
of analysis to be utilised. This inequality is partly
reinforced by African academics who continue
to see publicaticn in Africanist journals as the
”rites of passage to the secret society of academia.
It bestows the distinction of

erudition and the

privileges of promotion, name recognition and
self-importance.” The way forward, says Zeleza,
Sapem July,
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built on an erasure of the horrors
capitalism’s global progress.
Braudel’s efforts werebrilliantly juxtaposed with
those of the King of Belgium, who at the
independence celebrations in the Congo deli vered
a speech in which he presented a romanticised
colonial past and best wishes for a harmonious

aspired to

French

historian of Africa, who gave an account

Mugo had no apologies for her
inability to understand, suggesting that such
uses of language amounts to violence on the
intellect. In a voice that told of genuine
bemusement, she asked the celebrated
philosopher, “Tell me, why did you come
here today if you were not prepared to

Micere

communicate?"

was
unleashed by

future of brotherhood. When his turn came,

Congo,
protocol to inform King Baudouin in
a spontaneous corrective that “It is still too early
to forget” the brutalities of Belgian colonial rule,
which he proceeded to document. Depelchin
found these necessarily contradictory
perspectives of coloniser and colonised reflected

Patrice Lumumba, Prime Minister of
broke with

is for Africans to establish and support their own

publications, a subject on which he could speak
with some authority, being one of the few African
scholars based in the west who has studiously
avoided the Africanist journals, confining his
prolific output to mainly Africa-based
publications.
Zenebeworke Tadesse,

a

former member of

Senegal-based CODESRIA (Council for the
Development of Social Research in Africa),
the

outlined

some

of the constraints on Africa-based

publications in herpaper entitled, “From Euphoria
to Gloom: Navigating the Murky Waters of
African Academic Institutions.” The

politico-

economic crisis of authoritarianism and structural

adjustment have drained the universities of human
and material resources leading to the demise of
the

professional journals established in the

euphoric days of national-building. Of more
serious concern, is the deskilling and
disempowerment of university teachers, who
have been burdened with increased workloads,
shrinking salaries and libraries. The new emphasis
on cost-cutting and efficiency is helping to
redefine the goals of research and the
development of knowledge, linking this process
to the production of “marketable products” rather
than social knowledge. Tadesse refuses to join in
lamentations of the gap in transcontinental power
and

resources

in the

production of knowledge,

seeing a more fruitful path forward in
reconceptualising and revalorising one’s own,
abandoning “imitative knowledge acquisition in
search of an illusive short cut.”
The most outstanding paper for me was Jacques

Depelchin’s, “Lumumba, Braudel and African
History: Dismantling or Reproducing the
Colonial Paradigm?” It spoke directly to the
theme of the symposium — some of the papers
did not
and provided an original and
penetrating critique of Africanist scholarship.
The Zairean scholar argued that Africanists have
approached the study of African history with
preconceptions derived from their immersion in
the major national histories of Western Europe
and America, which have been powerful weapons
in the repression of aspects of African history.
By way of elucidation, he used the example of
—

the revered French historian, Fernand

Braudel,

showing that the universalism that Braudel

in the recent work of the Africanist historian,

deliberately sets out to
employ Braudel’s schema, reproducing in the
process his mentor’s sanitisation of the history of
John Thornton, who

Atlantic

slavery.'

This brief review cannot do

justice to
Depelchin’s richly textured paper, or indeed to
the twelve other presentations that contributed to
the success of the symposium. They generated
open and animated debates that are unusual in
Africanist circles. No one present will easily
forget that stunning moment when a Kenyan
professor of literature, Micere Mugo, came to
the microphone to complain about the language
employed in the presentation of a well-known
African philosopher, V.Y. Mudimbe, who
described his verbal offering as a meditation.
The vast majority of participants seemed to have
found him wholly incomprehensible. Micere
Mugo had no apologies for her inability to
understand, suggesting that such uses of language
amounts to

violence

on

the intellect. In

a

voice

that told of genuine

bemusement, she asked the
celebrated philosopher, “Tell me, why did you
come here today if you were not prepared to
communicate?”
Not all, however, accepted the spirit of critical
exchange that spilled over into the bar at times.
When asked to offer

a

few words of thanks at

the end of the symposium, the Africanist director

of the Centre “turned celebration into
and took

some

critique”

pot shots at several of the papers

presented. He complained about the “grenade”
thrown by Martin and West in their opening
address, an inadvertent compliment that left many
wondering why, having sat silent throughout the
two days, he chose the safety of his platform to
voice his disagreements. One hopes such sniper
attack when

a

truce has

been called will not

preferred response of Africanists to
grenades of their expanding body of

become the
the

detractors.^
I
.

J. Thornton,

Africa and the Africans in the

Making of the Atlantic World, 1400-1680
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
1992).
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THE PROLIFERATION OF NUCLEAR

WEAPONS
"The United Nations and Nuclear

Non-Proliferation” by the United Nations Blue Books Series,
Department of Public Information, New York pp. 199.

Volume III, 1995,

REVIEWED BY DONALD P. CHIMANIKIRE
HE UNITED Nations and Nuclear Non-

T

Proliferation book

produced by the
United Nations Department of Public

Information. It focuses

was

on

the Nuclear Non-

Proliferation Treaty and Regime. The book is
divided into two sections. Section one of the
volume contains an Introduction by the SecretaryGeneral of the United Nations, Boutros Boutros
Ghali. It reviews the multilateral

efforts

to

diplomatic

prevent the proliferation of nuclear

and to promote nuclear disarmament
preceded the Treaty and then discusses the
nuclear non-proliferation regime. Section two
contains a chronological account of events in the
creation of the nuclear non-proliferation regime,
the texts of important agreements, declarations
weapons

that

and resolutions, and

a

list of other documents of

interest.
Published

on

the

eve

of the

1995 NPT

Conference, the United Nations Blue Book Vol.
Ill welcomes the

opportunity to discuss the
Treaty's unique importance.
The book rightly points out that in the
immediate aftermath of the Second World War,

rebuilding war-economies and competition for
ideological and political alliances were of
paramount concern. Mistrust and national
security considerations explain why some
countries put greater emphasis on developing
theirown nuclear capabilities than on promoting
the need for total nuclear disarmament. By
1964, five countries-China, France, the USSR,
the United

Kingdom of Great Britain and

Northern Ireland and the U.S.A. had both tested
and

developed nuclear

weapons.

Article I of the NPT, therefore,

in South Africa and Israel before
political changes in South Africa
positive peace process in the Middle

programmes
the profound
and the

East.
Article VI states that “Each of the Parties

Treaty undertakes to pursue negotiations in
good faith on effective measures relating to
cessation of the nuclear

This article commits all NPT

Nuclear Non-Proliferation

Treaty by the NPT

Conference. This outcome is in the interests of
all the state

signatories, helpful to strengthening
non-proliferation,
conducive to safeguarding world security

international mechanism of
and

and peace as

and Fourth PreComs. that the NPT text is

Proliferation issues. It is

inherently discriminatory, as it appears to allow
the nuclear-weapon states to retain their nuclear
weapons in perpetuity, while all other parties

officials in Ministries of Defence and

are

denied them. This issue

was

the overt

reason

why the 1990 Review Conference failed to
agree on a Final Declaration, and it was only
through clever drafting that agreement was
possible on this matter in 1995.
In

conclusion, the United Nations book

makes

a

well. However, it should be

maintained that the indefinite extension of NPT
itself does
states to

nuclear

not mean
allowing nuclear weapon
keep forever the privilege of possessing

arms.

Nuclear

non-proliferation itself is

the ultimate end. but rather part of the
international efforts aiming at complete

not

prohibition and thorough destruction of nuclear
weapons.

The book makes a timely contribution towards
the

understanding of the Nuclear Nona must

for government

Foreign

Affairs. It is also recommended for International
Relations Students and anybody who has interest
in Nuclear Non-Proliferation.□

*The Author is Chairman of the
of International Relations & Social

Department
Development

Studies, University of Zimbabwe.

very

significant point that
Treaty on the

The

obligates all

U.S.A.) “not to transfer—or in any way

non-nuclear-weapon state to
manufacture or otherwise acquire nuclear
weapons or other nuclear explosive devices.”
This article understandably proved
controversial in past NPT review conferences,
as non-nuclear weapon states
parties made
allegations of assistance by the Western Nuclear
Weapon states to undeclared nuclear-weapon
48

This dual challenge of peace
prosperity necessitates an integral approach
to disarmament, collective security and economic
scientific co-operation.
It is therefore with relief that peace-loving
people should welcome the indefinite extension
and

parties to
negotiate disarmament measures covering all
weapons-related technologies, not just nuclear.
At previous NPT conferences, the nonimplementation on the part of the nuclearweapon parties, and particularly their
unwillingness to negotiate a comprehensive
Test Ban Treaty (CTBT), has been an acute
source of friction. This has
generated a
perception among some non-aligned states,
articulated in plenary statements at the Third

AIRWAVES TRAVEL

Non-Proliferation of
the

any

treaty

strict and effective international control.”

(China, France, the Russian Federation, U.K.

....

on a

early

general and complete disarmament under

on

Nuclear

assist

arms race at an

date and nuclear disarmament, and

five nuclear-weapon states defined by the Treaty
and the

to

the

about proliferation.
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ZIMBABWE FINANCIAL SERVICES

INDUSTRY PROPOSED DESEGMENTATION
Tonderai Makoni

Z

IMBABWE’S

Ministry of Finance, is

working on amending the Reserve Bank
Act and preparing two new pieces of
financial legislation — The Deposit Taking
Institutions Act, and Financial Services directed
at replacing current financial services industry
segmentation with desegmentation arrangements
that are believed to dovetail with the changing
economic system.
or
specialisation
Segmentation,
compartmentalisation in the financial sector, is

the existence of different financial

enterprises to

specified sector or subsectors of
This is what obtains in Zimbabwe
today. Building societies for example, are
confined to financing house construction,
commercial banks to the provision of short-term
funding of businesses, government and
fund business in
the economy.

households. There

are

barriers to movement of

between markets or to the adjustment of
prices that would tend to equalise prices of
claims bearing comparable risk in an integrated
money

market.

despecialisation,
Desegmentation,
entrepreneurial, general, multipurpose or
universal banking on the other hand, denotes the
absence of sectoral boundaries in the financing
of any business activity among different types of
financial institutions. There is no legal
discrimination according to bank type, as to what
kind of businesses to fund or not to finance.

Despecialisation is not necessarily synonymous
with
entrepreneurial banking, unless
accompanied by a host of supportive services as
made avai lable under nineteenth century German
kind of universal banking for instance.
It is important to point out that the systematic
provision of many ancillary services to
entrepreneurs by financial intermediaries, is not
peculiar to financial desegmentation per se.
Supply of supplementary ministrations is totally
feasible in the context of segmentation if, for the
sake of argument, there be no insistence on
collateral to back any borrowed funds. In the
case of Germany however, desegmentation was
synonymous with entrepreneurial banking. This
identity does not -seem to be applicable with
respect to the proposed despecialisation of the

industry legislation or the fashioning of new
laws covering the field, must be designed to help

problems we face, and
satisfactorily our economic objectives.
part to be played by financial formations in

solve social and material
to

fulfil

The
a

reformed financial sector, must be

a

reflection

of the needs of the Zimbabwean economy.
Predominant among those needs are: the
mobilisationof savings and theirquickconversion
into

productive investment; the promotion of

entrepreneurs and their

business activities; the

an entrepreneurial culture; the
efficient and effective use of manpower and

propagation of

capital to raise productivity; the providing of
remedial training, practical business advice and
technical assistance, where and when required to
enhance enterprise and economic development.
These factors plus more were an illustration,
made avai lable by German banks i n the ni neteenth
century under the universal banking theory of
development. They resulted in the rapid
industrialisation and development of Germany’s
economy.
Universal

Banking

German Jew created the
Deutsche Bank to give practical effect to the
theory of entrepreneurial financing. The mission
of Deutsche Bank was to unify the still uncohesi ve
predominantly rural Germany, through the usage
of its resources to fund Germany wide
industrialisation. There was clear recognition of
the fact that for an enterprise to flourish, it
requires adequate resources and sound
management. Various devices were therefore
Georg Siemens,

a

used to facilitate the

starting, running, growth
lasting of businesses.
Under the universal financing system, bank
lending was based upon: managerial motivation,
project viability, proprietors’ willingness to offer
minority shareholding, and board representation
to the lender institution in place of security.
Equity surrender and board representation were
readily absorbable ‘collateral.’ Such security

and

was

less burdensome than the common demands

in Zimbabwe’s financial sector,

guarantee which might
borrowed

for separate

be bigger than the

Zimbabwean financial sector, as we shall
illustrate later.

distinct commodities used

Any amendments to the old financial services
Sapem July. 1995

skills, effort, motivation and information
intensive for the benefit of their customers, their
ownselves and the national economy. They were
able to finance more and a greater diversity of

enterprises with bigger sums of money; played a
more procrative function than experienced in
traditional Anglo-Saxon financial systems.
German banks were venture capital companies
on a national scale. They relished their mission
of ascertaining the prosperity of the businesses
they financed, national economic progress and
unity.
In the designing of their financial services
industry legislation, the German, it would appear,
deliberately symbiotically linked the triumph
and survival of their intermediaries to that of the

enterprises they funded.
Are there any good reasons to believe that
desegmentation financial legislation proposals
in the pipeline to guide, guard and govern our
reformed financial sector, are so crafted as to
sense of a "developmental mission
financial institutions as happened in

inculcate the
among our

Germany?

sum.

Fundamentally however, German financial
formations saw security as integral and not as
bolted security to

Because of their industrialisation drive,

Germany banks were involved in risk taking,
risk sharing, risk management and risk
‘capitalisation’. They did this via; minority share
ownership, representation on their board of
directors and monitoring financial management;
providing advice, training and technical
assistance where imperative,
Entrepreneurs were urged to constitute
themselves into limited liability companies or to
apply for stock exchange listing underwritten by
associated financial institutions. Holding shares
and board presence were also contrivances for
understanding, steering and if warranted, for
monitoring and controlling the enterpriseagaiiu.t
mismanagement.
The formations also studied operations of
their client firms, their markets and suppliers in
different sectors of the economy. Business and
economic researches were pursued to allow the
entities to develop better grasp of trends in the
econorny usable in advising investors/borrowers
accordingly. The intermediaries were knowledge,

as

collateral. They

the success of the enterprise.

■Zimbabwe’s

suggested desegmentation
legislation appears to be targeted at
enhancing competition among all financial
formations, regardless of any possible sectoral
financial
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or

subsectoral

priorities. The Mi nistry of Fi nance

has not declared

that the shift towards

was focused at
extensification and intensification of the role of

multipurpose

banking

financial institutions in

stepping

up

material

advancement; that such advancement was to be
achieved

through intensified financial sector
savings and entrepreneurs;
according businessmen enough money for
investment, strengthening their managerial
craftsmanship and business motivation; the
cultivation of entrepreneurial attitudes, aptitudes,
practices, mechanisms and skills; the
substantiation of indigenisation plus the jacking
up of humanpowcr and capital productivity to
roll back the frontiers of underdevelopment.
mobilisation of

Above all, there has been no stress even at

this

objective for shifting from the
segmented to the desegmented financial sector
system, was to transform the Zimbabwean
financial services industry away from its
traditions of; heavy security demands for any
credit advance, excessive preferential lendings
to established big companies vis-a-vis funding
starved
up-and-coming
indigenous
entrepreneurs; lack of concentration on the
initiation and buttressing of business activities;
scanty provision of vital supportive services;
aversion to risk taking, risk sharing and risk
management. These are all factors that retard any
speeding up of development. Their removal and
the introduction of strong producer friendly
supportive services and mechanisms, would be
about the only plausible case of changing the
organisation and ingredients of the financial
stage, that the

system.

Competition

It would appear

that the overwhelming purpose
fordesegmentation is to bring into being, vigorous
competition inside the financial industry to
facilitate the most efficient allocation and
utilisation of resources. The

emphasis of reform

therefore, is to give priority to efficiency and

profitability of the sector vis-a-vis giving accent
to the industry's function in reinforcing business
and the economic development process.
Normally, despite oligopolistic tendencies in
the financial sector, competition amongdifferent
institutions and between the same type offinancial
formations, is in the form of price competition.
Price competition expresses itself in yield
intermediaries offer on different types ofdeposits,
price they charge for transmission services and
the quality of services provided.
Secondly, authorities can influence directly
the extent and nature of competition by
determining the incidence of monetary controls
and the tax

50

or

fiscal treatment of different forms

saving.
Thirdly, competition

can

lead to the creation

may create

monopolies in the financial services industry than before.

of non financial incentives for innovations in the

Fourthly, there can be; intensified efforts to
bring into the banking fold, the unbanked
population; and increase in lending facilities and
improvement in funds transmissions at lower

competitiveness of the enterprise as evidenced
by Anglo-American corporations in contrast to
Japanese companies, and their respective impacts
on their national economies. Rivalry can be
wasteful and costly. It can lead to poor returns
especially in the face of small markets.
Contestations can be a prelude to a rise in market
monopoly or oligopoly — the survival of the
fittest, often the most unscrupulous or ruthless.
Competition should never be viewed as an

of the diversification and

automatic autonomous end in itself, in all

form of diversification into

factoring, leasing,
insurance, increased international lending, export
and project financing as well as advice, and in
improved knowledge of trading conditions in
our

countries.

cost.

Because

some

intensifications
Role of

of

Competition

independent of interest rate
influences, they can counter cyclical activity.
Competition can indeed be seen as one of the
reliable means to; higher productivity at lower
cost; betteri ng the variety and quality of products
cum services; timely delivery and for probably
fostering faster growth in employment and output.
It may therefore be a powerful weapon to heighten
efforts that bring about prosperity. Though
indispensably desirable, it is not necessarily a
permanent winner in all circumstances. As an
objective in economics, competitiveness tends
to ignore the concept of market failure, wealth
differences among economic agents and the
importance of increasing reforms to scale and
scope which favour amalgamations. Expected
easier gains from integration contradict the
perceived benefits of competition to both the
enterprise and the national economy.
In

certain

are

circumstances,

considerations of

excessive

lead to
profit
maximisation at the expense of medium to longterm growth of the company and national
economy; the domestic and international
inordinate

competitiveness

attention

can
to short-term

situations

as

want us to

the World Bank and IMF would

believe. There

can

be economic

stagnation despite competition or growth with
development without much competition. It all
depends, among other things, on sound economic
management at the micro and macro economic
levels.
Needs of the Nation

The

practical implication of the Ministerial
presentation is that, the financial institutions,
would feel little compulsion to abandon their
lukewarm
attitudes
towards
meeting
entrepreneurial and developmental needs of the
nation. Despecialisation that perpetuates
segmented financial sector prejudices, attitudes,
grooves and practices, has little likelihood of
resulting in, rise in productivity across the board
emanating from widespread competition. It may
in fact create more insidious anti-development
oligopoly or monopoly in the financial services
industry than ever before. The variety of products,
quantity,
quality,
productivity
and
competitiveness might actually suffer—resulting
in the very opposite of intended outcome. In an
environment of entrepreneurial banking
Sapem July, 1995
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practices, such outcomes are least likely, should
they occur, their influence would he milder than
the context of the mooted

in

format of

—

desegmentation.
Commercial banks for

example,

may merge

buy up other financial entities in a bid to
higher returns from the powerof oligopoly
or monopoly.
Secondly, they may amalgamate in the struggle
and

or

secure

to generate

mysteries

Designing the financial sector in keeping
with global reflections is associated with IMF
World Bank Anglo-Saxon theories of
financial services industry. The aim of these
theories is to universalise

Anglo-Saxon
financial sector systems, their objectives,
instrumentalities,
functioning
and
organisation.

gains from scale and scope economies.

Thirdly, they can co-operate to avoid
duplication and to share cost of expensive
physical capital. Even without fusions they
could, because of their bigger resources and a
wider network of outlets, actually buy up
bui Iding societies, independent merchant banks,
discount houses, etc. Further, any increased
revenues accruing to these banks might be
utilised for more purchases of capital intensive
foreign exchange absorbing; and labour
displacing automated teller machines, or other
more roundabout banking gadgetry. Skimpy
financing as at present, may be made available
to small enterprises. Such a probable outcome
must be ascribable not just to the financial
intermediaries, but

even

more

so,

to

the

inadequacies of financial sector policy
construction, weaving, insight and contents.
This is what must and can be avoided by the
instituting of entrepreneurial financing.
The Reserve Bank Act Amendments must

managerial know-how and other operational
competencies, assuming an agreeable
macroeconomic environment.

It has the

potential to increase the number of proprietors;
improve the lot of significant count of
businessmen in the formal economy and to
entice many more in the informal lines, to get
formal.

Systematically, motivated and conditioned.
Banks can fructify investments, entrepreneurs
and enterprises, buttress their survival with
growth. They are able to stimulate, initiate,
activate and uphold fruitful activities, to
augment production. Therefore, they should,
where they are loath to do so voluntarily, be
nationally induced to be as enthusiastically
interested in creating businessmen as in
consistently mobilising savings.
National Considerations
Reasons for

embody precepts of developmental activism
consistent with entrepreneurial financing

changing the financial system
compartmentalised to an integrated
one, must be domestically high yielding and
relevant as well as internationally workable.
Given our infinitesimal participation in global

desideratum. The Act must accord the Bank the

finance and doubtful returns from

also be such that

economic

they introduce a direct
development thrust, for the Bank to

mandate, autonomy

and

power.

Such authority

from the

attention to internationalist

would make certain that financial institutions

is

under its

supervision practise entrepreneurial
banking. Amendments should also induce the

considerations.

intermediaries to be accountable to the Reserve

with

only in traditional matters of observing
policy requirements, sound
management and strict observation of regulatory
Bank not

monetary

a

solid

case

prime
fashionability, there

forgiving precedence to national

Designing the financial sector in. keeping
global reflections is associated with IMF
World Bank Anglo-Saxon theories of
financial services industry. The aim of these
theories is to universalise Anglo-Saxon financial

—

demands, but also in the execution of their new

sector

entrepreneurial banking responsibilities.
Entrepreneurial banking as indicated
elsewhere, subsumes among other things, the
provision of transmission and entrepreneurs
supportive services. Proprietors are facilitated
to get into business in large numbers; sustain
their operations, broaden and deepen the
productive base; originate technical progress
and
increase
productivity; generate
employment, output, income and quicken the
growth process.
Universal banking is leveraged at boosting
entrepreneurial activity by obviating problems
of: low motivation to get into business; tardy
access to capital; lack of security; insufficient

instrumentalities, functioning and organisation.
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systems,

their

objectives,

These institutions look at Zimbabwe’s financial

industry more in terms of global prerequisites
as opposed to our basic developmental
necessities; not just for the industry, but even
more importantly, in terms of our national
economy. With respect to our essentials for
development, the institutions’ visualisation of
our financial sector needs and organisation, can
be regarded as faulty by default. Our emulation
of the Anglo-Saxons in every detail and at times
for the wrong reasons, can hardly lead to our
roaring economic betterment, though it is
regarded as the height of respectability among
LDCs bureaucrats, to accept most readily even

or

hidden economic ideas from the

IMF and World Bank. Such bureaucrats and the

international institutions

thoughts that
to common

are

impervious to

expose the ideological mysteries
sense that tries to lay bare the

invalidity of such dogma.
We should not despair in advance, to point
out domestically operable alternatives of doing
the same things better, it is thoroughly realistic
to argue that entrepreneurial banking unleashes
energy — the entrepreneurial action at the
production point. We must have the physical,
psychological, confidence and moral courage
to demonstrate

Bank

—

that

our

alterations of World

IMF financial sector reformation

recommendations, would enable
our

us to

achieve

fundamental developmental objectives more

steadily, without harm to these institutions,
world finance

or

the international economy.

Zimbabwe’s

projected stance over the
reformation of the financial, sector, does not
us adequate confidence that proposals for
financial sector desegmentation are geared to

give

harnessing intermediaries to be among key
weapons for capital, entrepreneurs and
economic progress. The implied format of
despecialisation with sole emphasis on
competition furtherance, may to a little extent
be out of harmony, not only with the needs of
the changing economic scene, but also with the
social, political and economic mood of the
nation. If anything, the apparent character of
desegmentation threatens to author a worse
economic situation than existing in the current
system of financial sector specialisation.
Despecialisation suggestions should instead,
animate anticipation of eternal exposure to the
beautiful and intelligent countenance of
entrepreneurial financing.
To escape a lapse into a nationally least
productive desegmentation, it is advocated and
recommended, that the enactments of proposed
new legislation on the financial services industry
be postponed; and that draft Acts of amendments
be taken back to the drawing boards. It is vital to
incorporate from the start, the proper elements of
universal banking, otherwise hefty consultancy
fees payable might well become a considerable
waste.

In the meantime, the consultants, the

Reserve Bank of Zimbabwe and the

Ministry of
persuaded to adjust the
prevailing desegmentation recommendations as
contained in mooted financial sector legislation.
They can do so by including in the legislation,
the critical ingredients and considerations that
are in full conformity with cited entrepreneurial
banking attributes plus practices; and the
developmental requirements of the nation. We
must move from inadequate to better, and not
from deficiency to worse.□
Finance, must be
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AFRICAN-AMERICANS AND THE NEW
SOUTH AFRICA
of
African-Americans to international affairs. Much has changed in America and elsewhere in the world during the
intervening years. So, has the involvement of the African-American in global issues. The following is an update of my
Si.x years ago.

I lamented in the pages of Black Issues in Higher Education (May 1989) about the indifference

observations.

James Kariuki
NE OCTOBER

night in 1992. Bryant
guest on the then
popular Arsenio Hall's television talk
show. Watching the African-American television

o

Gumble

was

a

celebrities, one wondered how Dr. Martin Luther

King and Malcolm X would react to the two
young black men on national American TV.
When those leaders were alive less than thirty
years ago.

black Americans appeared on TV,

celebrities

not as

or

network hosts, but

as

self-

effacing comedians, sportsmen, sportscasters
or as helpless victims of American racial
savagery.
What struck me more than the

improved social-

economic stature of the African-Americans, was
what Gumble said. He

never

said that black

was

that he was black and

proud, that was
said in the 196()s and 70s. In the 1990s. perhaps
such self-assuring assertions would have been
beautiful

or

considered redundant. What Gumble did say
was

one

13-

that he had been to Africa three times and. on

of those occasions, he had taken

along his

son. They both paid pilgrimage to
the infamous Goree island off the coast of Senegal.

year-old

That island,

the

now a

national monument,

was

point-of-no-return for countless African

slaves; it

was

the last visual contact the slaves

on the last day of the show, he wore a
Malcolm X cap. no doubt to make a political
statement to entire America. More than anyone

and.

else in recent

history, it was Malcolm X who
inspired the African-Americans to accept and to
be proud of their African heritage.
A year earlier in October 1991, a high-powered
African-American delegation had made a
“Democracy Now Tour" to South Africa to assess
that country's progress toward majority rule.
The delegation travelled to what was then a
troubled country under the sponsorship of
TransAfrica, the black American lobby, and at

by

as

testimony to conflicting wills.

ordinary black
highly respected anchorman
(sportscaster turned newsman) for the national
NBC-television “Today Show", for many years
the most highly-rated morning news show in
America. Gumble is a celebrity. He chose the
occasion of his visit as a guest to another blackhosted nationally-syndicated show to announce
that, during the week of November 13-20. 1992,
the “Today Show” would be telecast live from
Of course, Gumble is no

American, he is the

Africa.
The

“Today Show” did indeed broadcast live

from Zimbabwe on the designated dates. Gumble
was
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the main force behind the

expensive venture

the chance to

Congress.
Not long before that, George “Micky" Leland,
the black Congressman from Texas, had made
international headlines when he died in a plane
crash in Ethiopia. He was in that beleaguered
country on an official mission: to visit refugee
camps in war-tom Ethiopia. The refugees in
these camps were nearly decimated by famine. It
was the same Ethiopia that in 1985 had prompted

found their way

Lionel Ritchie and other black American

need

say

finally

into the academy and can now
from positions of relative authority what the

world looks like from their windows.

They can
longer be ignored." (Is.<:iie: A Journal of
Opinion, vol xx/1. 1991. p.62)
no

Afro-centricism, as we know, is wedded to the
notion of multi-culturalism in America. In pursuit
of this

goal, it prescribes to the proposition that

American cultural and educational orientation

persuade the rock superstars of
the era (of all races) to get together and sing “We

an adjustment, with the African world as a
major contributor component of the American
pluralism. The Afro-centrics insist that their

famine relief fund.

contribution tocivilization should be re-evaluated

entertainers to

are

the World" to collect

million and

gone

means nor

National

were

chains and indelible blood stains of centuries

who had neither the

articulate their worlds (but who) have

When it

New World. The walls of Goree island still bear

place in the world. By the early 1990s, Afroin America as a forceful,
if not triumphant, educational perspective. It had
earned the approval and public endorsement of
prominent sons and daughters of Africa such as
the late St. Clair Drake (Stanford University),
Ivan Van Sartima (Rutgers University). Ali
Mazrui (SUNNY-Binghampton). Mary Hoover
(Howard University), and Franklin Jeniffer (the
former President of Howard University).
Hitherto, these individuals represented “people

centricism had emerged

the invitation of Nelson Mandela and the African

had with the continent of their birth before

they
packed into slave ships destined for the

tensions in America relative to Africa and its

all

a

they collected over $RK)
played their part in saving Ethiopia

was

over,

from the brink of starvation.
In 1992. African-American officials

waged a
against the Bush Administration
for its apparent indifference to the plight of the
victims of political chaos and famine in Somalia.
It was largely due to this acrimonious push that
President George Bush finally launched
Operation Restore Hope under which American
troops were dispatched to Somalia to facilitate
food distribution in that ravaged country. For the
sake of a remote African country. AfricanAmericans had reminded Bu.sh of his Inaugural
Address pledge to make America a kinder and
gentler nation and. in the process, they had
forced a change in US foreign policy of benign
neglect.
bitter campaign

In academia too,

there had been intellectual

and included.

Inevitably, Afro-centricism docs not sit well
with the traditional American controllers of the

knowledge industry whose values are heavily
steeped in Euro-centric bias or Judeo-Christian
tradition. Indeed, the believers in Afro-centricism
are

perceived

as

or insurgents. Yet, one
believer in Afro-centricism

rebels

does not have to be

a

philosophy to accept that the struggle to
implement the new perspective is strong: it has
survived the vicious attacks from the right. [See
for example, Baltimore County's effort at

as a

multiculturism in The Sun. 5 October 1992.)
National media,

including the highly selective
"Nightline", pay attention to its claims. At
the very least is it no longer acceptable to ignore
or dismiss the legitimacy of the claims of a
marginalised people.
But what does all this have to do with Bryant
ABC
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Gumble, Arsenio Hall and International
Relations? After all. other African-Americans
have expressed

interest in Africa in the past. The
was Marcus Garvey and his

standard bearer

“Back to Africa Movement", earlier this century,
at one

time five million strong.

Martin Luther
Jesse Jackson

American

W.E.B. Dubois,
King, Paul Robeson, Malcolm X.
-

indeed almost all African-

figures of high political visibility

have shown

an

-

inclination of one fomi or another

toward Africa.

Indeed, it is clear that the

Afro-skeptics are
claiming that African-Americans
have had only a passing interest in Africa. In fact,
there is nothing profoundly original or reveling
in stating that, at least one .segment of the AfricanAmerican community has always been deeply
interested in Africa. What is new and distinctively
revolutionary today is wiio of the AfricanAmericans is now showing interest in Africa.

mistaken in

The Afro-centrics of this

era

include the rich, the

famous, the visible and. inevitably, the influential.
It is this fact that is bound to have

an

impact

Those

on

expressing interest in Africa

are not failures

International Relations of the future.
On

balance, those

African-Americans

interested in Africa in the past
non-conformists

revolutionaries.

to

ranged from mere

defiant

and

radical

By and large, they were

individuals dissatisfied with the

American

establishment which, in their view, needed either
refonn

or

overhaul relative to the non-whites of

the world. They were alienated to varying degrees,
and to

use

the anti-Vietnam War

1960s.

they saw themselves in
against the "system".

a

lingo of the

confrontation

are

neither alienated

Gumble is not

a

nor are

failure

or

they iconoclasts.

anti-American, neither

is Lionel Ritchie. Bill

Cosby is certainly not a
extremely popular show, the
"Bill Cosby Show.” inclination toward Afrocentricism was exhibited by a mere display of a
Kenya bag. This was a subtle, but profound
touch of symbolism, a commitment to the African

failure, and in his

ancestry.
In

the contemporary

historical forces of the black

Afro-centrics are
competitive people and they are winners. They
believe in excellence and winning from within
the system, and to a large extent they have won.
Some of them are defiant, to be sure, but they
speak the standard dialect of American
capitalism.
So it happened that Spike Lee made a

latter group,

controversial movie

Some of these African-Americans looked to
Africa

redemptive, better alternative than
pushed by the
prevailing political imperatives in America to
reconstruct the self-image of fellow AfricanAmericans which had been devastated by the
as a

America for them; others were

experience. For the
Africa was a source of inspiration in
the bid to counter the psychological legacy of
slavery and the impact of racism.
In either case, the Africa lovers of the past did
not find the de facto condition of the AfricanAmericans in the US to be acceptable. They

sum,

on

the life of Malcolm X.

He

symbolically inspirational. It is largely this
generation of African-American “winners" that
now has its eyes focussed on Africa. As Lee
himself recently put if. “Lm really excited about
going to Africa. I’ve never been to Africa. I’m
ashamed to say. But I’m going.”
For a variety of reasons. South Africa has had
a special fascination for the African-Americans,
and it is here that the impact of the black
American "winner class” will first be felt most

directly. TransAfrica is certainly watching the
new black-dominated government of South
Africa lest it drifts astray on the issue of human
rights. The same TransAfrica actively recruits
African-American candidates to join the US
Foreign Service as career diplomats. From both
terminals, the American foreign policy will be
sensitised to the imperative of the human rights
factor. From the African-American standpoint,

considered the American establishment to be

injected an Afro-centric component into it
by having Nelson Mandela conclude the film.
As we know, until February 11, 1991, Mandela
was the most famous political prisoner in the
world. But. unlike Marcus Garvey who went to
prison broke and disgraced, Lee made millions

defective, and the establishment considered them

of dollars for himself. The moral here is that

the African-Americans alone, almost a billion

Lee knows the rules of the game

dollars of American money have already found
its way to the Republic. The watershed for this

be defiant iconoclasts and

dangerous failures.
Contemporary Afro-centrics, those expressing
interest in Africa today, are far from failures,
indeed they are the epitome of success by the

to

and he is

prepared to compete in “their" own game. He
represents a class of African-Americans which
knows how, and is willing, to defy the system

highest standards of the American establ ishment.
Afro-optimist figures
mentioned above are either government officials
of superstars in the private sector. They are

from within.

“insiders" in the truest sense of the word and

direction, the African-American finds Africa

The contemporary
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they

But

for this

of AfricanAmericans, Africa remains redemptive. In the
search for self-identity, definition and sense of
even

new

group

another Idi Amin will

never go unchallenged.
immediately, African-Americans
are
getting involved in South Africa
economically. The New South Africa has been
in existence for less than a year. Yet, through

But

shift

more

can

perhaps be traced back to April 1991

when the first "African African-American

Policy Summit" was convened in Abidjan, Cote
The Summit was attended by
delegations from twenty four African states at
all levels of government, including five African
presidents, and an over three hundred-strong

d’Ivoire.
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black American delegation

mission

from all professional
For a variety of reasons,

addressed economic issues of interest to both

South Africa has had
a special fascination for the AfricanAmericans, and it is here that the impact of

Africa and black America. Resolutions

the black American “winner class” will first

walks of life.
The Summit

was an

historic event in that it

were

drawn on joint economic ventures, and

adecision
constituency
to lobby for increased US aid and debt forgiveness
for Africa by Western institutions. The main
impetus behind the conference was Reverend
Leon H. Sullivan, the African-American Baptist
clergyman and architect ofthe Siillhan Principles
The Sullivan

Principles aimed at lessening the
impact of apartheid upon those black South
Africans who worked for US corporations in the
apartheid Republic of South Africa. Yet.
ironically, the principles were not necessarily
popular in the anti-apartheid world, including
those inside Southern Africa. In contrast to
sanctions

or

divestment,

they were condemned
for the American
corporations doing lucrative

inexpensive

multinational

escape

business in South Africa.
Part of the

based

objection to the principles was
the fact that their author. Sullivan

on

himself,

was looked upon as an employer in
employer-employee dispute. This was

because Sullivan

was a

so
member of the Board

of Directors of General Motors
thus

was an

an

part of the problem. This raises an intriguing

question of whether an African-American can
actually be part of the system and be honestly
sensitive and sympathetic to .African causes at
the

same

peace corps volunteers and
economic actors. They indulge in African

affairs

investors

as

and

of

a

major stimulant

playing field for the African-

new

American.
Almost

known for their inclination toward

entrepreneurship. But already, some AfricanAmericans have established their presence in
the Republic of South Africa in the economic
sector. Michael Giles, for example has opened
franchise chain of laundromats in the black

Americans

are

which

steadily pumping millions of US

the

only viable alternatives to the problem. After
that, he turned his energy to the rest of the
continent.
No matter how

we

feel about Sullivan and

his part

in the anti-apartheid struggle, one
thing is clear: he played a pivotal role in the
transformation of the relationship between
African-Americans and Africa. Hitherto,
African-Americans

were

associated with

Africa

mostly as “antis": they were anticolonialism,
anti-imperialism, antineocolonialism, anti-racism, and anti-

apartheid.

are

involved in a series of programs

Significantly, these African-Americans are
acting alone as adventurous mavericks,
they have the official blessings and backing of
the US federal government. It is the US postapartheid policy to enhance commercial
not

interaction with the

in

new

explanation for this

South Africa. Part of

new

tilt is that the

man

charge of US trade policy. Ron Brown, is

himself

an

African-American.

As the first

Secretary of Commerce of
African descent. Brown has made it a personal
ever

For the first time ever, African-Americans
have gone

beyond politics of protest, they are
for something in Africa. They are quickly
becoming potent international actors in the
now

fullest
that

sense

of the word. It is understandable

they are still opposed to colonialism,
imperialism and racism. In addition to being
54

to be full-fledged
participants in the economy of the country.
Since taking office a few years ago. Brown
has already made two official visits to South

Africa.

Under him. South Africa is

As Lee himself

recently put it: “I ‘m reaily
going to Africa. I’ve never
been to Africa, I’m ashamed to say. But I’m
going.”
excited about

now

designated as one of the world's ten Big
Emerging Markets, areas offering most
potential for US trade and investment into
the next century. Recently. Brown personally
appointed another African-American.
the

as a

Minister Counsellor

-

highest Department of Commerce post

abroad

for

managing US commercial

activities in Southern Africa. In her

capacity
Secretary of Commerce and
Director General of the US and Foreign
Commercial Service, Laurl Fitz-Pegano,
as

the Assistant

herself also

an

African-American, visited

South Africa in 1994 in

a

bid to become

a

Minority Matchmaker. Fitz-Pegano also
helped organise the October 1994
Johannesburg “Made in USA Trade Expo," the
largest trade exhibition ever of US products and
services in Africa.

dollars into South Africa.

the

US obligation for the enhancement of opportunity

of Black South Africans

Millard Arnold,

At home in America. African-Americans

divestment and economic sanctions

as

ances¬

same.

a

more.

not

whose

On several occasions. Brown has stressed the

decade before

apartheid finally
crumbled, a prediction was made for the future
of the black experience. “African-Americans
will one day be a transmission belt to Africa of
scientific knowledge from the West, just as
they have already been a cultural transmission
belt to the West, of rhythms from Africa.”
South Africa has been apartheid-free for a year
and the prediction is well on its way to
fulfillment. African-Americans have already
embarked upon the process of transmitting
technological know-how to South Africa, and

are

man

brought to America by the
slave trade now shapes American trade
policy as Secretary of Commerce. So
much has changed; so much remains the

in this transformation and establishment

“unreformable” from within, and endorsed

critics when he later condemned

of his
apartheid as
many

tion to these events. A
tors were

entrepreneurs.

townships. Others are involved in various
enterprises such as helping blacks buy into
the manufacturing industry. All told. African-

Sullivan silenced

came from Africa. Some
200 years ago they were led in chains on
to a slave ship... I feel a special connec-

diplomats,

a

time.

For his part.

African ancestry and ebony kinship. Recently,
he told an audience of black students at Howard

dissenters, they are now statesmen, lobbyists

Company. He

“insider” and, therefore, suspect

and dedication toward Africa because of his

University:
My ancestors

South Africa, has been a

of 1977.

as

directly.

made for the African-American

was

as

be felt most

around the US trade

policy in
generally, and South Africa
specially. He feels a .sense of social responsibility
to turn

favour of Africa

In late 1994. the influential white South

African columnist of the Business Times,
David Bullard, visited the United States.

Upon

his return, he lamented that Americans
interested in

not

He had looked at the financiers

and
an

are

investing in South Africa.
on

Wall Street

depicted

a cold indifference. There was
undercurrent of dejection and a sense of

betrayal in his column. He would have arrived
at a

different conclusion had he scanned the

African-American

community in both the
public and private sectors. That community
is no longer immaterial to developments in
Africa. Perhaps Bullard has not come to terms
with the fact that, on the eve of the Twenty
First Century, the black Bryant Gambles and
Arsenio Halls and Spike Lees have gone
international.□
Sapem July. 1995
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TWO WEEK GENDER TRAINING
WORKSHOP

SAFES

SEMINAR SERIES CLUB
the SAPES Seminar Series club
whose Membership fee stands at Z$230 per year. Benefits
will include free access to a series of high-level, wideranging debates in the vein of the highly successful Policy
Dialogue seminars which are held at SAPES every month.
Other benefits of membership will include a free copy of ail
publications emanating from these .seminars, plus a copy of
Southern Africa Political and Economic Monthly (SAPEM)
magazine.
We are developing a hospitality centre where you will be
able to socialise and brainstorm with resource persons of
various backgrounds after every seminar.
We

:

:

;
'

:

’

;

are

inviting

you to join

Please contact;
Dr. Ibbo Mandaza,

The Executive Director of SAPES/SARIPS
for further details on

Tel. 727873/790815
or

call at No. 4

Deary Avenue
Belgravia

CONFERENCE SERVICES
Are you having problems
conference in the sub-region?

in convening your

regional head office organises
seminars in any country
of the sub-region on a commercial basis. We charge
a commission fee of 15 percent of total cost.
Direct all your enquiries to:

SAPES Trust

conferences, workshops and

The Administrator
4

Deary Avenue, Belgravia

SAPES Trust

Regional Office

P.O. Box MP

HI, Mt Pleasant

Harare, Zimbabwe
Tel: 263-4-727875

Fax: 263-4-732735
Telex: 26464 AAPS ZW
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FOR YOUNG FEMINISTS FROM EASTERN
AND SOUTHERN AFRICA
Dates of the

Training: 30th October— 19 November, 1993

Venue;

Harare, Zimbabwe

Contact Person:

Dr Patricia McFadden. Gender Relations
Division, SARIPS, SAPES Trust, P.O. Box
MPlll.

Mount

Pleasant,

Zimbabwe. Tel: 72787.3; Fax:

Harare,

732733;

Rationale for the

Project:
few years. Gender Training as an institution
building/support strategy has become quite popular with
Women's organisations and other non-governmental
organisations (NGOs) on the continent. Clearly, there is a need
for such training and the demand reflects this need. However,
most of the gender training available is provided by trainers
from the North who have very specific interests in mind.
In the past

African scholars/researchers tend to be attached as

persons during such
in the formulation,

resource

training, instead of playing a central role
implementation and direction of gender

training for Africans.
Additionally, most gender training available tends to focus
on established groups whose agendas are already set by the

specific goals/objectives of their respective organisations,
with the result that certain needs remain largely uncatered for
within the research/activists, who are engaged in the process
of research and writing on gender issues.
This group is. I believe, crucial, in terms of the future of
research in general in this region, but more specifically for the
development and sustainment of a lively and rich discourse on
gender and related issues. Thus far, very little or no effort has
been directed specifically at this group.
There are serious gaps/needs which women researchers/
activists generally exhibit, but in particular, which young
women scholars clearly need help with. These are the lack of
methodological/heuristic skills in conceptualising gender and
using the concept as a means of making their ideas and
thoughts known and readable.
Writing skills also tend to be weak at a general level, but
more especially among young women who easily get caught
in a hierarchist tradition which does not often provide them
with the opportunities to grow. These women are crucial
3.3

1

within the Women’s Movement in this

region (and

continentally) because they represent the future of the struggle
for women’s emancipation. Yet, they are not adequately
prepared to take on the task of leading the Movement as we
the 21st century.

They lack both the research
(methodological) and analytical (feminist) skills to do so

enter

effectively.
Objectives of the (Jender Training Workshop;
to identify 15 — 20 young women scholars from Eastern

Crisis Revisited”.
For details,

please contact:
Professor Michael T. Greven
(Fax:49-6151-163992)

or

Joyce Kazembe at the SAFES Trust.

SAPES/SARIPS LIBRARY AND

—

and Southern Africa who work in women's

organisations;
in gender programme activities in other NGOs; in Universities and Research Institutes

as

DOCUMENTATION
CENTRE

researchers and/or activ-

ists
—

—

train them in

methodological and analytical skills which
emphasise the use of new epistemological groundings and
enhance their conceptual abilities
to train them in basic writing skills which make their ideas
clearer and their work more readable/publishable. Time
will be spent specifically on new writing forms which will
be linked to advocacy and lobbying as essential to activist
to

work
—

—

the

specific areas of research each participant
is currently working on and assist in strengthening conceptual and writing skills in that area
to

on

establish

to use

a core

feminist

of

women

researchers who will be able

methodology and gender

analytical
tool, who will also be committed to furthering the discourse on gendered equity in this region.
Duration and locale of the training:
This activity will be implemented in 1995 and the training
will bf done in Harare, Zimbabwe. Most women’s groups and
NGOs

are

women

Book Harare:

as an

based in Harare and this would allow for

from Harare

to

a

few

more

participate in the training as they would

be home-based. This would also maximise the

use

The trainers who will also be ba.sed in Harare will

of funds.

not

have

to

be

accommodated, and the participants can use SAFES
information and documentation facilities, as well as the

University of Zimbabwe library.
Beneficiaries of the project:
This project will aim at transfering and/or strengthening the
research/analytical and writing skills of young African feminists
working in Eastern and Southern Africa.
Therefore, young female scholars and activists who have
at least an undergraduate degree in any of the social science
disciplines and who are committed to working as feminists
are encouraged to apply.

SAFES, 1995

03.02.01 The

Theory and Practice of Structural Adjustment
In Suh-Saharan Africa. Paper. Harare: Danida, 1994
03.02.01 Structural Adjustment Lessons Learned— What
Ne.xt?

Paper. Harare: Danida, 1994
Adjustment and the Workinit Poor
Zimbabwe. Book. Uppsala: Nordiska Afrikainstutet.

03.02.01 The Structural
in

focus

to

RECENT ACQUISITIONS
Economy of Botswana in SADC.

01.02.01 The Political

1995

03.03.01 The Wretched

of the Earth. Book. London: Pen-

guin, cl963
03.03.01 Liberalised

Development in Tanzania. Book.
Uppsala: Nordiska Afrikainstitutet, 1995
04.04.02 Proceedings ofthe Seminar on Elections in Mozambique. Report. Amsterdam: Eduardo Mondlane Foundation, 1995
05.03.03 Violation:

a Look at Non-physical Violence in
Relationships. Book. London: Sukisa, 1995
07.02.02 The New Frontier: Farmers Response to Land
Degradation a West Study. Book. Geneva: Zed, 1994
OT .06.00 Seedsfor African Peasants. Book. Uppsala: Nordic

Africa Institute. 1995
14.02.03 Women's

Empowerment in Malawi. Paper.
Lilongwe: National Democratic Institute for the International Affairs (NDl), 1995

14.02.03 Arms

to Fight Arms to Protect: Women Speak
Conflict. Book. London: Panos. 1995
14.05.02 E.xcessive Force Power. Politics and Population
Control. Book. Washington: Infonnation Project for

about

Africa, 1995

VISITORS TO SAFES

During the second half of June, SAFES Trust regional
was visited
by a variety of people coming to
familiarise themselves with our work. Notable among the.se
head office

IPSA CONFERENCE IN HARARE
The IPSA Research Committee

Political

Philosophy will
hold a conference on “The Politics of Identity; Tribe, Nation
and State" from 16 to 18 August 1995 in Harare, Zimbabwe.
The conference will be hosted by AAPS. This is the first time
that an IPSA academic meeting is being held in Africa.
Professor Ali Mazrui will deliver a paper entitled “Between
Cultural Amnesia and Cultural Nostalgia: Africa’s Identity

56

on

were:

Dani Wadada Nabudere, Afrika
A. Mhuka,

Study Centre, Uganda

Natprint. Zimbabwe;

Dr Baron Amo

von

Ofenheimer, International Who is

Who Ltd
Steven Sanderson,

University of Florida;
Bélongen Paul. Hamburg, Gemiany and
Salamao Moyana, Mediacoop., Mozambique.-l
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