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SOUTH AFRICA’S FIRST GENERAL
SAFES TRUST

ELECTION

Most of humankind will be relieved that the South African

A humanidade ira suspir de alivio pelo facto de que asprimeiras^

Majority Rule General Election is definitely on course this month.

eleigoes

It is

more

than

a

watershed in the

simultaneously heralds
return

and a future that can only be

by

no one

should want to

losing, largely marginalised as

by this relentless march of history in South Africa itself as
international community sickened and horrified by the

an

violence that has

largely been the work of Inkatha and its White

racist supporters.

No doubt, there will yet be

more attempts at

derailing the peace process, in the hope of marring the electoral
process itself. But these will be no more than kicks of a dying
horse, provided that the new and emergent state can acquire the

requisite power to move swiftly and confidently, fast putting paid
to

the forces of

yesterday. That is the real challenge for the

South African state: to rule,
Hence

our concern

or

with the

a

is wrong;
will

not

seats

(including the PAC) will have
Party which might take

for Parliament. We

up to

hope that such a prediction

anything less than a landslide for the African nationalists

only be a variance from what

we

have

seen

in Zimbabwe

and Namibia, but also complicate and renderdifficult the

transition

process

in South Africa. Like any other country. South Africa will

benefit

greatly from a strong opposition. On the contrary, a White

opposition will seek to contain the momentum for change and
transfonnation in

a

society whose

very

privilege and security. At best, such
new
as

State

to ransom.

an

raison d'etre

to

depend

yesterday. At worst, it could

on

White

opposition will hold the

White-mailing it into

the latter will have

was

a

virtual hostage state

the White State apparatus of

cause a

serious security situation,

given to growing instability and conflict. In either situation, the
new

State will become

increasingly cut off from its

largely unable to propel the

process

mass

base,

of resolving the National

our

hope is that the ANC and its allies will

least the support to ensure
a new

South African State,

National

secure at

the establishment and development of
inspired with the goal of resolving the

Question. The more

reason why Mandela must continue
trying to mobilise the African Nationalist fold even the apparently

most

alienated from the

Buthelezi.Q
Sapem April, 1994

cause.

It is

never

too

late, not

(como um estado refém).
Dai a nossa preocupagao com as
que

indicam

teräo de

even

for

se

sondagens na Africa do Sul,

ANC

e os seus aliados (incluindo o PAC)
contentar com o Partido Nacional. que podera:
que o

conqui.star até um tergo dos lugares no parlamento. Rsperamos
que tais previsöes estejam erradas; qualquer coisa abaixo de
uma maioria esmagadora para os nacionalistas africanos estaråi
nao so em contradigao com o que vimos no Zimbabwe e na
Namibia, como irä também complicar o processo de transigao
na Africa do Sul. Como
qualquer outro pais, a Africa do Sul
beneficiara em grande medida de uma forte oposigao. Peloi
contrdrio, uma oposigäo branca ira procurar conter a cinética
necessaria para a mudanga e transformagao numa sociedade j
cuja razao de existéncia era o privilégio e a seguranga dosi
brancos. Na melhor das hipoteses. uma tal oposigäo irä manteri
cativo o novo estado, uma vez que ele tera de depender doj
aparelho de estado do passado. Na pior das hipoteses, poderäl
provocar uma séria situagäo de seguranga, vulneravel äcrescente |
instabilidade e conflito. Em qualquer das situagoes, o novo:
estado tomar-se-a cada vez mais desligado da sua base de
massas, largamente incapaz de accelerar a resolugao da Questäo
Nacional

Question and become inherently anti-democratic.
Therefore,

so

desafioparaonovoestadosulafiicano;govemarousergovemado

prediction, by the pollsters in South

contend with de Klerk’s National

third of the

new

be ruled (as a hostage state).

Africa, that the ANC and its allies
to

passado para o qual ninguéra pretende voltare um futuro que
podera ser mais brilhante depois deste historico evento. Atéi
aqui, os inimigos do progresso estao a perder, largamentej
marginalizados tanto por esta imparavel marcha da historia na
propria Africa do Sul, como por umacomunidade intemacional
farta e aterrorizada pela violéncia levada a cabo pelo Inkhata,!
com o concluio dos seus apoiantes brancos. IndubUdvelmente,
havera mais tentativas de fazer descarrilar o processode paz, na
esperan9a de frustrar o proprio prooesso eleitoral. Mas tais nao;
serao mais do que os liltimos ponta-pés de um cavalo morribundo,
desde que o novo estado emergente adquira o poder necessario;
que o permita avangar prontamente e com confian§a, nol
desmantelamento das formas do passado. Este é o verdadeiro
um

brighter after this historic event.

So far, the enemies of progress are
much

history of that country; it

which

a past to

para um govemo de maioria na Africa do Sul iräo
definitivamente ter lugar este mes. É mais do que uma linhai
di visoriana historia daquele pats; elas marcam simultaneamente i

e tomar-se

Portanto.

anti-democratico.

de que o ANC e os seus aliados i
apoio nece.ssario que Ihes permite:
garantir o estabelecimento e desenvolviraento de um novoj
estado sul africano, inspirado no objective de resolver nQuestdo
Nacional. A razao pela qual Mandela deve continuar os seus
esforgos de tentar mobilizar o nacionalista africano, mesmoi
aquele que aparentemente esta mats alienado da causa. Nuncaé
tarde, mesmo para Buthelezi. □
a nossa

iräo assegurar

pelo

esperanga é
menos o

3

LETTERS
ELECTION PRAYER FOR SOUTH
AFRICA
Could you please publish

the following

"Election Prayer" for theforthcoming general
elections in South Africa;

My Father in Heaven,
I come humbly before you at this time of
elections.
I

plead for you to broaden love towards
my political leaders
because they have power to harm and
help others.

1994), is a very instructive analysis of the wideranging complexity revolving around the
transformation from a single to multi-party
system in the midst of profound economic
misery and decay. While De Brito points out
that Renamo "was intimately linked to the
regional policy of the South African and
Rhodesian regimes", it should be noted that
the unofficial international policy of both
regimes also helped oonnect Renamo to
outside

sources

change. I would like to call upon all opposition
parties to forget their differences and come
togetherin a United Front against this bankrupt
Moi regime. Like a wounded buffalo, the
regime does not care any more about what
happens to Kenyans. It is driving us
systematically towards civil war.
The education system has completely
collapsed. Our health system cannot simply
respond to our needs. We are facing the
worst debt crisis in our history. Yet the
government grows more belligerent towards
its people rather than encourage discourse
and national reconciliation.
It is the

of finance and material

opposition which will save the

country. But it will only do so if we all rise

Bind them

support.
In January, 1992, at the Women's National
Democratic Club in Washngton, journalist and
author, Seymour Hersh, while speaking on his
book. The Samsor Option, had this to say

Help my leaders when they are unfair to

about some of Renamo's external sponsors:

Liberation.

together in a spirit of
togetherness.

When

they are only thinking of themselves.
When they behave as if they are more
important than others.
When they demand their own ways, and
When they do not think of other people's

government had in '81 and '82, Mr Bill Casey
had, was supporting the Renamo opposition
forces in Mozambique, and for some reason
or through it, was the national policy, there
was a

series of side deals cut with us, the

Saudis, the Israelis and the

feelings
Help them to become better leaders.
Whatever problems or temptations they
have, please help them.
Show them your love and
Help them to consider others' needs

land, people and the future

land.

monitors
and those who will not

participate.

Guard and defend us when we are in

danger and sorrow.
our
our

nation and divided communities.
leaders your

perfect way to live

in peace and harmony
Because there is nothing they can

do

without you.
Mosala Raboko
Maseru
Lesotho

USA SUPPORT FOR RENAMO
Luis De Brito's article, "State and Multi-Party

Democracy in Mozambique" (February,

am

Let

Egyptians, that

of the opinion that

by-elections are

us

instead concentrate on how to

The so-called Cold War is over, and an open

democratic politics. Since this cannot be done

US

with Moi and KANU in power,

this

Congressional probe is long overdue on
apparent machination.

Mark Bruno

opposition
parties should concentrate on how to get rid

with both however sweet the power game

USA

who attacked my home on
part and parcel of a grand plan
by the incumbent regime to cause insecurity
in Kenya with the pretext of banning
opposition political parties. These thugs had
the sole aim of killing me and my father.
Committing petty crime was to camouflage
their objective as did others after the murder
of the late Horace Ongili Owiti,
Let me assure this criminal regime that
Kenyans are not going to give up the struggle
for democracy whatever happens to the
present opposition political parties. I know I
have been the target of a smear campaign,
disinformation and now attempted murder. I
will not be discouraged in fighting for justice
and democracy in Kenya. I will not shy away
from taking principled stands on all matters of
national importance. This has all along been
my trademark in Kenyan politics. Intimidation
and political thuggery will not make me
March 5 are

allow

of Moi and KANU and not on how to cohabit

Vandalia. Ohio

POLITICAL THUGGERY IN KENYA

Prepare the way for candidates, voters,

Show

I

going to be rigged by Moi whatever we do.
They will cost us a lot of money. They will pin us
down to frenzy politics. They will take us away
from organising strong political parties. Let us
minimise our participation in by-elections.

to

generation.
Bring joy to our land and come to our

Build

struggle for
democracy and social justice for all. This is
what inspired us to fight for the Second

establish a constitution that will truly

The 45 thugs
our

individual ambitions and be

enabled armsand money to flowto Renamo."

before their own.
Free them from their ambitions

our

dedicated to the national

"The fact is that one of the obsessions that this

others.

Save

above

a

is

few of us. That must be the common

for all of us if we really feel for what
Kenyans are currently going through.

concern

P.

Anyang' Nyong’o

Nairobi

Kenya

BUTHELEZI FOOLING THE WORLD
Chief

Mangosuthu Buthelezi is certainly
deceiving the world into believing that he
and his Inkhata Freedom Party (IFP) have the
capability to prevent people in his homeland
from voting if his demands for constitutional
changes are not accepted. Obviously the
eight million Zulus are not all of them loyal to
the IFP
which is the reason why
confrontations have taken place between
ANC and IFP supporters in the homeland. Nor
will IFP supporters, armed with their spears,
sticks and leopard skins face a massive
invasion by the South African armed forces,
—

Peter Lesabe
Venda
South Africa

Pleasant, HARARE, Zimbabwe
be edited for purposes of clarity or space.
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INTIMIDATION AND VIOLENCE
IN THE COUNTDOWN TO

ELECTIONS
Bongi Khumalo
HP> next few weeks will be South

T

Africa’s

political

roughest

rollercoaster

ride

ever.

The

political situation is not as rigid as it
seems

and talk of “civil war" is feared in

the build up

to April 27.

The outcome of South Africa's first all-

easily be guessed, but
getting there will be tough, as violence rises
rapidly. Tension is already mounting in the
“hot spots” of Natal — as political parties
begin to campaign hard to win the votes of
more than 20 million people.
race

elections

can

There will be

government of national

a

unity after April 27 but South Africans are
not equal to the challenge of one-personone

elections

vote

as a

culture of intolerance

up in townships and during
electioneering.
shows

The Freedom Alliance’s (FA)
to transition

resistance

is filled with violence and tough

talk. The horrific murder of 15 African

National

Congress (ANC) supporters in

Natal, among them children too young to
vote, in the last week of February, serves
notice of what lies ahead.

The

Party (NP) and the
Party (DP) already find it nearly

National

Democratic

impossible tocampaign in Black townships,
and rallies by the ANC and the Inkatha
Freedom Party (IFP) are usually the focus
of violence. Trouble took

over

the streets of

Bophuthatswana last month as White
opportunity to halt
transition. The uprising only came to end

s

I

extremists took their last

Defiant IFP supporters

when South African forces moved into the

effectively deposing its leader,
Mangope, who sided with the

bantustan,
Lucas

extremists.
In Natal. Chief
Sapem April. 1994

Mangosuthu Buthelezi's

moderate supporters are falling away; and
the defiant faction led by the chief himself

is increasingly isolated; among the
rightwingers there are two clearly defined

factions led by General Constand Viljoen
and Ferdi Hartzenberg (with the raving
EugeneTerre'-Blanche usurping leadership
as the posturing becomes more extreme).
5
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Witwatersrand

University professor of
politics, Eugene Nyati, said: “The possibility
of greater violence is there and it is real. I am
not all sure that government or other security
forces will be able to control the country in
the pre-election period.”
It is hoped that a code of conduct for
political parties will force the contestants to
discipline their supporters and that the
Transitional Executive Council will help
clamp down on intimidation.
The government and other parties will
also welcome the presence of international
monitors from bodies such

OAU,

as

well

as

as

the UN and

the

game,” he said, comparing it to the 19th
century English politics. “There will be
casualties in the elections, but this

some

must not

be used

grand

us

and

a

a

possible, but it will also
“strong commitment from all of

lot of hard lies ahead”. The ANC

had started

excuse to say

campaign to create a culture of
democracy. “If we continue to say that we

DP member for Houghton, Johannesburg,

cannot have elections because the conditions

‘no’

as a

elections.”

to

a

Tony Leon, said South Africa faced a vicious
cycle which had to be broken. “The lack of
democracy led to violence, which in turn

are not

conducive for them, then we have no

aim

work

threatened free and fair elections,” he said.
“The possibility of fair elections depended

University, Hennie Kotze, said the problem
was not only South Africa’s culture of
political intolerance. “Many people are
‘politically illiterate’, do not know how a

whether the machinery set up under
National Peace Accord could break up
on

the

the

cycle of violence.”

to

towards,” he said.

Political science head at Stellenbosch

secret

ANC’s Carl Niehaus said free and fair

the EEC.

elections would be
demand

ballot works and

can

therefore be

easily intimidated.”Q

In contrast to Namibia, which

recently
peaceful elections, the culture of
political violence appears to be rooted in
South Africa, especially among township
youth who are beyond the control of their
held

THE POWER OF

leaders.
The

DP, which has

never

WOMEN ON APRIL 27

been remotely

accused of violence, has found itself hounded
out

of

townships in the Orange Free State

BONGI KHUMALO

(OFS) Goldfields and the Eastern Transvaal

by ANC supporters. The ANC in turn says
it is dangerous for many of its supporters to
show open support for the ANC as they are
vulnerable to attack by the IFP and “third
force” elements, and the IFP says its leaders
are being systematically assassinated.
One DP regional leader, with direct
experience oftownship intimidation, is Rhett
Kahn, the party’s chairman in the OFS
Goldfields area. He said township youths
threatened to “bum him for putting up posters
with the DP logo calling for “one-person,
one-vote, one-town”. One local Black DP
member had a gun put to his head, another
had his

car

petrol-bombed and another’s

house burnt.

Despite Kahn’s harrowing experience of
political intimidation at the hands of ANC
supporters, he respects the integrity of local
and national ANC leaders and says that the
violence must not be used

as an excuse to

delay elections. “Senior ANC people are as
committed to non-violence as I or anybody
else. The problem is their grassroots. The
youth don ’t listen to anybody — not to their
parents, their ANC leaders or their teachers,”

IFTY-four

Coalition (WNC) placed South African
women’s concerns on the national agenda

workers, education, political
emancipation, sexual harassment, land,
cultural
and
religious questions,
discriminatory business and bureaucratic
practices and equality in the business and

when

commercial

F

Africa’s

percent of South

voters

are

women.

Recently, the Women’s National

a

delegation handed

research reports to the
Executive Council (TEC).

South African

women are

massive
Transitional
over

adamant that if

arena.

Astonishingly, the survey found that
sexual harassment in the work place was
much more widespread than is generally
admitted.

Black

in

particular
in positions

political parties want to woo their support
forthe coming all-race elections, they should

complain that

address the imbalances and discrimination

of responsibility, solicit for “sex forjobs” or

women

and

face in the work

place, their homes

Thrust

together under the banner of the
WNC, 80 groups representing two million
women, recently handed over to the TEC a
detailed research into the status of
The WNC

women.

gleaned data during

an 11month nationwide research exercise

involving more than 23 focus groups and
covering the whole spectrum of women’s
issues.
The Coalition

formulate

a

plans to use its
Women’s Charter for

data to
use

in

a

campaign to push for maximum equality
within the constitutional framework. It

“I accept that African politics is a bit more
robust than any other. It is part and parcel of

covers

rape,

“sex for

men,

women

of all

races

promotion”.
finding described

Another

society.

he said.

6

women

violence, the status of women

(in law, society and the family), the rights of

“national
guilty secret”
is the widespread violence against women.
According to the statistics released to the
TEC, one in every two women will be raped
and one out of every six women will be
beaten by her partner.
Else Schreiner, co-chairperson of the
WNC in Pietermaritzburg and founder
member of the Black Sash, agreed that
women’s organisations had been relatively
poorly supported in South Africa in the past,
mainly because White women generally
have been “satisfied with the way things
are”. Many of them had a servant, a fair
amount of free time and a high standard of
as a

scandal” and “South Africa’s
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living. “The need to fight for existence
hasn’t been there,” she said.
A lot of

women are

beginning to realise

that they are not just victims, but are capable
of being forces of change. Adult women,

made up 54 percent of the South
population, which represents half
the voters in the country. “Women are a
powerful force,” she said. Despite the
diversity of the women questioned, one key
issue emerged; women want control over
she said,
African

their lives. Five issues

were

identified by

the research:
Women and Law:

Existing legal
complex
situation and the accelerating rate of change
affecting women and families. They want
•

frameworks do not reflect their

refomis to marital law to ensure that women

majors. Inability to sign
buy property or goods without
a man acting as guarantor is a form of
degradation. They feel that the law is out of
touch with reality — the nuclear family is
legally recognised but extended families,
families with adopted or step-children and
long-term relationships do not have the
same legal legitimacy. In view of the
accelerating change, it will be necessary to

are

treated

as

contracts or

review

how

custom

particularly in such

is

areas as

interpreted,
polygamy and

of the adult population in South Africa

Women constitute 54 percent

wives,

the status of urban and rural

maintenance from absent fathers, lobola,
the power of chiefs over everyday lives of
women, the right to land ownership, powers
of mothers-in-law and inheritance.
•

Women at Work: Women from all

impatient with unequal
They are demanding
equal pay for the work of equal value. They
also demand equal treatment in the job
market when applying for work, with an
appointment determined by qualifications,
experience and aptitude. Women believe
that Affirmative Action should be applied to
them as well as to other disadvantaged
groups. They are also challenging the old
backgrounds

are

status at the work place.

definitions of “women’s work” and ”men’s
work” and believe

them. The

jobs in the mining and
opened to
right to be paid maternity leave

should be

a

construction sectors should be
standard item in

a

women’s

Women’s

League
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Ill-treatment of a
family members,
neighbours, traditional leaders and the wider
community. White society is inclined to
“leave it to the family to sort it out”. Women
are now demanding a more vigorous
response from the authorities and the police.
Political Awareness Among Women:
•

Traditions of authoritarianism and male
dominance

—

in all racial and social groups

impinge heavily on women’s political
rights. Women are often expected to toe the
political line established by men. Some say
they cannot assert their rights openly without
risking a confrontation with their husbands
or fathers, religious leaders, chiefs or
employers. So they are .seeking other options
—one of which is to keep peace at home but
mandate women’s groups to take up their

—

concerns

in

a

forceful

manner.

Women

package and paternity leave should be
considered for fathers. Creche and health

concerns are not

facilities would increa.se

productivity.

is

for

a

relegated to the back burner

massive

influx of

women

Women and Violence: Violence among
women is widespread among all racial and

parliamentarians. They have been much

socio-economic groups, often hidden

regions and nationally.□

•

of the ANC

is accepted as the norm.
wife is often ignored by

believe that the only way to ensure that their

care

Winnie Mandela: President

the home. In Black society, male dominance

within

more

active at

community level in the
7
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SOUTH AFRICA:
ELECTORAL MADNESS
Tandeka Nkiwane Muzenda

T

HE first democratic elections in

lists for the election. A total of 18 of these

South Africa, scheduled for

parties will contest at both the national and
regional levels, while the rest will only
contest at regional level. Conspicuously
absent from these parties is the Inkatha
Freedom Party (IFP), as well as several
smaller white right-wing parties, and black
left-wing parties.
The system of proportional representation
has been adjusted by negotiators to suit the
needs of a large corps of unsophisticated
voters. Originally this meant having only
one ballot to determine both the regional
and national governments, but now, although
still waiting for an official amendment of

April

26-28, are arguably the most
widely-anticipated elections on the
African continent. Intertwined with this

anticipative aspect, though, is one of
complexity. The prize of independence
has highlighted a vast array of issues,
ranging from proportional representation to regional autonomy, with South
African political gladiators all seeking to
promote their particular conception of
multi-party democracy.
Tasked with administering and monitoring
the election has been the Independent
Electoral Commission (lEC), which begun
its work in December of 1993 and will

complete its primary task by early May,
1994. The lEC comprises 11 South African
commissioners under the chainnanship of
Judge Johann Kriegler, as well as five
international non-voting commissioners
including Professor Walter Kamba of
Zimbabwe. The commissioners

were

appointed by State President F.W. de Klerk
on

the advice of the Transitional Executive

Council (TEC). Other members of the
international

team

are:

Ronald Gould

(Canada), Gay McDougall (USA), Amare
Teckle (Eritrea) and J. Elkit (Denmark).
The lEC’s mandate

gives it sole charge of

the conduct of the election, as defined in the

Electoral Act. The

registration of political
contesting the elections
both at the national and regional level has
been one of the administrative and political
parties which

are

issues that the lEC has had to contend with.
The

registration of all politically salient
parties is a crucial task, given that the
legitimacy and credibility of the poll is
dependent upon active representation and
participation of all sectors of South African
society.
After the

midnight March 11 deadline for

registering candidates, 27 political parties
had both registered and submitted candidate
8

the Electoral Act and Constitution, two ballot
papers, one of the demands of the IFP and
other right-wing parties to guarantee their

participation, will be printed.
South Africa has been divided into nine

approximately 9000 voting stations, and
utilising approximately 40 million voting
compartments and 50 million ballot boxes.
The overall budget for the election has not
been finally determined, but will be in exce.ss
of R120 million (about US$34,5 million).”

Given the recent changes in voting
procedures, though, it would appear that
these estimates will have

of

education. With several competing interests

Parliament will

of the

Senate and

national ballots has

meant

that the lEC has

jumped from the intention at the end of
February of printing 30 million ballots, to
the current printing of approximately 80
million

ballots. As

Advocate E.

D.

Moseneke, Vice Chairperson of lEC noted,
“The

lEC is

considering establishing

of much

used for both administrative purposes as
well as more political ventures such as voter

this crucial

a

a source

speculation and controversy. Both local and
international sources of funding are being

electing its own government or Provincial
Assembly, headed by a Premier, with an
executive of 10 members. Nationally a
comprise both

process, to which
local and international

the election has been

would have

Assembly. The Senate primarily
exists to satisfy regional representation at
the level of central government, made up of
90 members, 10 elected by each province,
with a Senate President elected by the body.
The National Assembly will be made up of
400 members, 200 elected by the national
ballot, and 200 by the regional. The State
President will be elected by the National
Assembly, with Deputy Presidents to come
from each party elected with a minimum of
80 seats, and Cabinet posts to be divided
proportionally between parties.
This complex system of regional and

significantly

community is cited as a response.
The issue of financing various aspects of

with

National

be

funding the electoral

assistance by both the

administrative provinces, with each province

a

to

increa.sed. Many have questioned the nature

a

stake in the electoral outcome,

Indeed

one

poll

expected tighter controls

area

one

on

of finance.

of the

more

involved aspects

local and international
By the time of the election, lEC
plans to employ about 180 000 South
Africans in a variety of capacities, including
concerns

observers.

9(XX) lEC monitors, to monitor the election
and

serve

in interventionist roles where

necessary.
battle for

The interest in the election and
territory has characterised the

various international missions in South

Africa, including those of the United Nations

(UN), the Organisation of African Unity
(OAU), the Commonwealth, the European
Union (EU), and a plethora of other

organisations who would like their presence
felt. It is expected that at least 20,000 foreign
and international observers will observe the
elections. Whereas local and

foreign NGO
register with the lEC,
international
observers
are
being
coordinated by the UN, adding another
component of bureaucracy to the personnel
aspect of the elections.
observers

are

to

Sapem April, 1994
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Many of the decisions concerning the
administration of the election

are

still made

daily basis, with many crucial issues
still not finalised, just weeks before one of
the most important elections of our time.
on a

Nelson Mandela,

President of the African

National

Congress (ANC), F.W. de Klerk
Party, and other party leaders
have publicly emphasized that the poll dates
are non-negotiable, which furtherhighlights
the necessity for the finalisation of

of the National

administrative decisions for the t>enefit of
the

Given

electorate.

the

political

manoeuvring that affects' administrative
decisions, though, one can only speculate as
to where the line will be drawn by negotiators
in terms of the appeasement of marginalised
parties, so the voting population can finally
have a concrete sense of the electoral process.
The lEC has between two to ten

days to

decide whether it considers that the election
has been

substantially free and fair or not; a
decision which is final. Given the current
levels of ad hoc administrative decisions,

Over 20 million

are

political violence, and organisational
complexities, one cannot help but declare

expected to vote in the April 27 elections

this

an

unenviable task.U

It is stated that the role of international

observers, like all other observers, is to
contribute to the freeness and fairness of the

Following is the list of registered parties for the April 26-28 General Elections in
South Africa:

elections.

Although it is the sole
responsibility of the lEC to detemiine the
freeness and fairness of the elections, one

expect that the many

can

local, regional,

Name
1. Africa Muslim

Party
Party

3. African Democratic Movement

properly.

6.

African elections

surrounding the South
are

numerous,

with

analysts fearing that logistical and political
unpreparedness could potentially lead to
civil

war

in the, "last bastion of .settler

Congress Party
African National Congress
Democratic Party
Dikwankwetia Party of South Africa
Federal Party

4. African Moderates

5.
7.
8.

I 9. Green
Freedom Front

ho.

Party
tT. Islamic Party
12. Keep It Straight and Simple Party

colonialism on the continent.” As Moseneke

13. Luso-South African
14. Merit Party

described, “With regard to

15.

we

anticipate,

we are

the issues of

the difficulties

addressing several of

concern

to

the voters and

political parties, such as access to voters by
political parties and voters education. We
are
also addressing issues such as
transportation to the voting stations, and
security at the voting stations. Finally we
are also endeavouring to ensure that every
eligible voter is aware that he or she can
vote,

knows how to vote, and knows that the

vote

is secret.”

Sapem April, 1994

Legislature
National, Natal, PWV and Western

Cape
2. African Christian Democratic

and international interests may compete to
issue the first press release, if not coordinated
The difficulties

Abbreviation
AMP

Party

National and Provincial

AMCP
ANC
DP
DPSA

National
National and Provincial
National and Provincial

FP

National and PWV

FF

National and Provincial
Western Cape
Western Cape
National
National and PWV
Eastern Cape
National and Natal
National and Provincial
North-West
National and Provincial
OOS-Transvaal
Western Cape

GRP
IP
KISS
LUSAP
MF

NP

17. North West Democrats
19.

National and Provincial

ADM

MP

Minority Front
16. National Party
18. Pan Africanist

ACDP

Party
Congress of Azania

Right Party

20. South African Women's Party
21. Sports Organisation for Collective

NWD
PAC
RP
SAWP

National, OPS and PWV

SOCCER
UPF
WKFP
WRRP

National

25. Workers International to Rebuild the
Fourth International (SA)

Wl

26. Workers' List Party
27. Ximoko Progressive

WLP
XPP

Western
National

Contributions and Equal Rights
22. United Peoples Front
23. Wes-Kaap Federalists Party
24. Women's

Rights Peace Party

Party

Northern Transvaal

West-Kaap
National and PWV

Cape and Natal

National, N Tvl and PWV
9
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THE DAUNTING TASK OF

INTEGRATING HOSTILE FORCES
Bongi Khumalo

T

HE task of training soldiers trained
to kill into the

Against the background of the East Rand
and the violence in Natal, there is

diplomats and
negotiators needed by the National
Peacekeeping Forces (NPF) is a leap of

war zone

blind faith into the unknown.

The process, to create a new paramilitary
force which will ultimately be 10 000 strong,

As

politicians and security force
negotiators address the task of combining
diverse groupings—as diverse as Umkhonto
we Sizwe (MK), the South African Police
and the homeland armies or police — they
probably face more questions than answers.
Equipping, training and maintaining the
full strength NPF for a year is expected to
cost between

R500 million and R750 million

(US$ 143,9 to US$215,9 million) according

military experts.
a myriad of obstacles, expressed by
military experts, seem to bedevil the process.
Commanders in charge have barely had two
weeks to acquire the magical powers of
to

But

alchemists who

can

transform base soldiers

a

widespread feeling, however, that South

Africa does

not

have

two

weeks in hand.

has

been kick-started by detailed
preparations decided at a series of meetings

Cape.
The initial

contingent of NPF will be
entirely Black.
military expert .said about the peace

almost
A

force: “We

can get the various security and
military forces together with uniforms,
equipment, barracks
but what then?
...

“You need

at

lea.st three months and the

between the South African Defence Force

smallest useful number (in the field) is a

and the African National

company.

ratified

Congress and

multi-party briefings.
Only 3 300 of the force will be trained in
the first wave. They started a crash course in
January at De Brug mobilisation centre
outside Bloemfontein. They were expected
to have been deployed by March in time for
the April 27 elections. Within days, a second
wave of 1 500 personnel were scheduled for
deployment by the end of March — after
training at Koeberg, a SAP college in the
at

Y ou would need at least a battalion

(about 1 0(X) strong) and 1 believe they are
talking of a force of between 5 000 and
7 000.”

Proposals for the nuts and bolts of the
in February at a National
Peacekeeping Force Command Council
meeting. The SADF, Umkhonto we Sizwe
NPF were approved

and the Transkei Defence Force will each

contribute

a

battalion of about 8(X)

men

—

amounting to three quarters of the

into

precious fjeacekeepers.
training started at the beginning of
February, the NPF has been rocked with
controversy. Reports of racism, outbreaks
Since

of serious diseases, such as malaria and

meningitis, inadequate toilet and ablution
facilities, drunkenness and desertion have
fuelled

speculation that the force

was

in

shambles.

Irrespective, Commanding Officer,
Major-General Gabriel Ramushwana,
expressed determination to have more than
3 000 men and 640 women
ready for
deployment at the end of March. The soldiers
will have to put aside conventional military
—

doctrines and learn

a new ethos, conflict
resolution, basic policing skills and

minimum

use

of force in the last resort.

“One problem

is that nobody knows what
degree of training MK has or whether there
has been any uniformity of training,” said
Deon Fourie of the Department of Strategic
Studies at the University of South Africa
(UNISA). “Any such peacekeeping force
will need
uniform
10

at

least three months basic and

training.”

“We can get the various security and military forces together with uniforms,
equipment, barracks
But what then?
...

Sapem April. 1994

COVER STORY: SOUTH AFRICA

forces, military affairs expert, Laurie Nathan,

running by top officers in the South African

who is the Executive Director of the

Cape
Town-based Centre for Intergroup Studies,

Police Force have

200 men from each of the Venda and Ciskei

said the NPF should draw

lessons from

lost control of ANC Self-Defence Units

Defence forces. The SAP contribution

United Nations

operations in Angola,
Mozambique and Cambodia where it was
imperative that the operation’s mandate was
clearly defined.
He said peacekeeping missions could not

(SDU) in East Rand townships in

complement. The SADF will draw its men
from the ethnically mixed 21 Battalion based
at

Lenz. The remainder will consist of around

numbers 217.

peacekeepers will wear a unifomi of
navy trou.sers, peace symbol blue shirt, blue
beret and navy bush jacket — in the SADF
design. Peace doves will also be prominently
The

NPF vehicles. Standard troop
carriers will be soft-skinned trucks but, in
marked

on

resolve conflicts

on

in

force which would have considerable

international

approaches of graduated response,
peacekeepers involved with crowd control
will be equipped with short oval-shaped
Perspex shields, visored helmets and batons
and tear gas. All members will be issued
with 9mm pistols, R4 rifles and body armour.
At a conference held in Harare recently
on rebuilding the South African security

imposed a reign of terror.
Likewise, the PAC has said it cannot be

by its military wing, Azanian Peoples
Liberation Army (APLA). When it

within

with

have

held responsible for the violence fierpetrated

mine-resistant Mamba armoured vehicles
accordance

scores have died in
internecine battles and where armed youths

their own but needed to

on

anticipation of conflict, 80 bullet-proof and

In

Johannesburg, where

be accompanied by peacekeeping and peace-

building activities.
“It was a daunting challenge to create

light blue livery have been ordered.

highlighted.

Recently, the ANC admitted that it had

a

matter

of months

a new

armed

powers, be equipped with lethal weaponry,
be deployed in extremely volatile situations
and be

comprised of former adversaries.
a possibility that it might be
ineffectual or counter-productive. In the
worst case, an inadequately trained and
disciplined force could give rise to many of
the problems experienced within the
“There is

‘kitskonstabels’ in the 1980s,” he said.Q

announced

a

“moratorium”

on

APLA’s

armed

struggle, the PAC said its decision
might take some time to filter down to all
cadres in the field
which was merely
another way of disvowing responsibility in
advance for whatever APLA might yet do.
And the many times the police have
—

insisted that the force

as a

whole should not

be condemned for the misdeeds of some,

equally has been another way of saying that
the police do not have control over all who
serve

in their ranks.

The list goes on

although

THE VICIOUS CYCLE OF

A

South Africa draw

closer, the

country is at a point where it needs
unconditional peace — but can this be
attained with a culture of intolerance
that has swayed the youth and

the various

political parties?
Squatter communities cannot go to work
because people cannot tolerate a statement
by a political leader. Others cannot go to the
toilet, the shop or anywhere and feel safe
because someone has made a particular

of

matter

who wins the all-race elections, or

whether this is

or

the end of the day,

that is

right or wrong. At
when people are fighting,

nobody is right.
But just weeks before the country
transcends into

a

democratic state, evasions

and excuses for violence continue to prevail
and violence is fomented forpolitical benefit.

But

excuses

and evasions continue to

prevail on both sides. When the ANC orders
“rolling mass action”, it relatively blames
“criminal elements” for the bloodshed and
that frequently ensue. When police
fingered for misbehaviour, the blame
goes to a “few bad eggs”. When a call goes
out for a “Zulu” stayaway, the impi who
attempts to enforce it on everyone else
apparently belongs to some phantom
organisation unconnected to the IFP.
In spite of all the persistent claims that the
arson
are

Political parties, ranging from the Nationalist

peace, a “boerestaat”, to join negotiations,
for Zulu national preservation or against

Party (DP), Pan African Congress (PAC),
Inkatha Freedom Party (IFP) and the African
National Congress
(Al^C) are unable to

violence is

control their followers. Intolerance manifests

For example, from

in violence, and various

it

name

settlers.

Questions asked by the international

community are whether South Africans are
enjoying the Black-on-Black violence or
have they accepted it as part of their lives.
Have years ofoppression left South Africans
Sapem April. 1994

claims by the ANC

that the state is the “third force” in the

violence

having lost control

violence”.

of

statement, whether

it be in the

state

to

long ago,
frankly
conceded that the organisation had a hand in
the violence, though he later qualified this
by referring to the ANC actions as “counter

apathy and despair — and just
willing to accept the violence as an
everybody occurrence? People in the country
now want peace at all costs — it does not
a

ANC. It has admitted

ANC President, Nelson Mandela,

BONGI KHUMALO
in

commendable flashes of candour from the

of SDUs on the East Rand, and not

VIOLENCE
S the first multi-racial elections in

in depressing succession,
there have been some

cannot go unheard or swept under
the carpet, as recent revelations of gun-

“senseless”, there is

no

clear

political benefit to be gained from it by
those who set their minds to foment violence.

successive opinion polls,
and
the Democratic Party (DP) are likely to
shape poorly in the coming election. Yet the
ANC and the NP are bending over backwards
seems

clear that the IFP, the far right,

11
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do so, and the

contrasting likelihood that the
utterly straight-laced DP will never dream
of doing such a
thing, explain the

discrepancy?
Violence also is

implicit in “rolling

action”. Of what earthly use would
marches be without first

mass
mass

temiinating the
political benefits which violence brings to
those who perpetrate it?
Ominously, by indulging the IFP and the
far right, the ANC and the NP
give the
impression of being prepared to allow
violence

to

achieve its political

objective.

The youths on the other hand, traumati.sed

by years of state oppression and liberation
movement’s armed struggle, are
finding it
difficult

to

find themselves.

Of late, the introduction of conflict
resolution and social welfare programmes
have taken off with

hardly any optimism in

townships.
An ANC
to

youth takes

cover

in Alexandra

try to accommodate the IFP and the far

right while barely acknowledging the
existence of the DP.

The few that attend to

Township

transforming their
out of
therapy
problem-solving

social disorders have walked

Can there be any doubt that the threats of
the IFP and the far right to misbehave
violently and their demonstrated ability to

with

constructive

mechanisms—all set to spread the world of
tolerance in this violence-tom
country.□

ANC HEADING FOR A LANDSLIDE
VICTORY
Fernando

B

Y THE time South Africans go to

the

polls on April 27, for their
country’s first multiracial
elections, they would have thrown away
their emotions

over

apartheid and

replaced them with bread-and-butter
issues.

Although predictions are that the African
Congress (ANC) will have a
landslide victory, in recognition of its role
the main liberation movement and thanks

the charisma of its leader. Nelson
Mandela, election specialists caution that
to

organisation not to take the electorate for
granted, and to consider that other issues
such as the economy—will play a
significant
role in shaping the people’s vote.

—

12

Whereas it may be indisputable that
Nelson Mandela stands the highest chances
of becoming the country’s first black
president, electoral analysts have expressed

reservations about whether the ANC, which
faces

stiff

opposition from the ruling
Party (NP), will be able to secure
the 60 percent of the vote that it needs to
guarantee a comfortable majority in
Parliament, which will allow it to singlehandedly change the Constitution.
A Sunday Times of
Johannesburg poll
a

National

National

as

Gonc.\lves

conducted late last year, showed that the
ANC could win 64,4% of the vote, followed

by the NP with 15,8%, Mangosuthu
Buthelezi’s Inkhata Freedom Party (IFP),
5,2%, the white Rightwing, 3,9%, the

Democratic

Party (DP), 2,6%, and the Pan
Congress, with 1,7%.
Reservations over the ANC’s ability to
achieve a two-thirds majority stem from the
ideological splits that have characterised
African

the party, since its transformation from a
liberation movement, following President
De Klerk’s unbanning of the

organisation,

than four years ago.
Such divisions have been highlighted
by
the disenchantment of Winnie Mandela,
more

followed

by her dismissal from the

leadership of the ANC’s welfare department
and

separation from her husband. Nelson
Mandela. She has led a relentless
campaign,

denouncing the leadership of disregarding
the interests of the

masses

in favour of
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Strategists, however, have warned the
parties not to bank their hopes on
the ANC splits, noting that such assumptions
would constitute negative, self-destructive
defeatism. They advise the smaller parties
to aim at mobilising the greatest collective
electoral support that would diminish the
ANC's chances of getting the lion's share of
smaller

the vote.
This could have been the reason behind

Inkhata's last minute decision to reconsider
their

boycott of the elections and to their

conditional

registration on March 4, even
though only a few weeks before the elections,
it is not yet clear whether the IFP would
participate.
At the other extreme of rightwing politics
in South Africa, a split has developed within

Charismatic Mandela: warned not to

the Afrikaner Volksfront

take the electorate for granted

the party,

isolating the leaders of

practically dividing it into two

quasi-rival

Late last

camps.

conference of the ANC Women’s

year, a

League

powerful position of

elected her to the

president. This was a significant move,
considering that women constitute 54
percent of the South African population,
and therefore a powerful group to influence
the country’s politics. Mrs. Mandela now
stands at number 31

on

the ANC list of 2(K)

candidates for the National Assembly.
Winnie

Mandela’s

mainstream

ANC

comeback

into

politics could be

interpreted as a victory of the party’s radicals,
a

sign that not all is well in the ranks of the

party

that is expected to be the first majority

government in South
Of course,

Africa.

conservatives

—

and white—would like to see

divided,

a

an

both black
ANC

more

situation that would only allow

the party to

win

a

modest majority, which

conservatives believe is the ideal situation
to ensure
over

away

left

that ANC

pragmatism prevails

wing radicalism that would drive

private investment and throw the

country into chaos.
Sapem April, 1994

white rightwing political parties,
following a decision by the front’s leader.
General Constand Viljoen to register for the

Buthelezi: has threatened to secede

represents

cutting deals with the minority regime.
She succeeded in

(AVF), which

elections.
Wise

rightwing politicians

may

have

understood that, unable to turn the clock

back, the only
contest

alternative they have is to

the elections and

secure as

much

as

they can in the polls; boycott of the elections
only make things worse and turn
rightwing whites into a marginal role in the
country's political arena.
But in any case, the ANC’s chances of
wining the election have undoubtedly been
enhanced by the recent events in the country.
The March coups in Bophutatswana and
Ciskei clearly displayed the government’s
(pre.sent and future) capability to deal with
any dissension, and could have served as a
warning of what the government is capable
of doing, should a similar situation occur in
Kwazulu/Natal, where king Goodwill
Zwelithini and his uncle, Mangosuthu
Buthelezi, have declared their opposition to

can

the elections, and have since threatened to

according toJohannesburg’sF//;<7/(rn//A4a/7
magazine of March 4. But there is also a
strong belief that the Zulu monarch has for
long been a hostage of the IFP leader, and
that he is simply voicing Buthelezi’s attempts
to

win a federal constitution for South Africa

before the strongly anti-federalist ANC takes
over

government.

The white

rightwing is in disarray since

its co-leader, former South Africa Defence
Force (SADF) chief, Gen. Constand
broke away

V i Ijoen,

and registered for the elections

following the events in Bophutatswana.
Unconfirmed reports indicate that the
General may have disagreed with his
supporters who invaded the homeland to try
to save

Mangope’s skin. Viljoen warned his
an action could provoke

fellows that such
it did

a

tough reaction from the

government in

Pretoria, resulting in
consequences for the

—

as

disastrous

—

political

rightwing cause.
Taking into

account

these

sad

Executive Council fail to meet theirdemands

developments, it is fair to conclude that on
one hand they boost the chances of an ANC

for constitutional

landslide victory,

an autonomous

by which the NP will trail behind.
According to analysts, most of the blacks
in Kwazulu/Natal and Bophutatswana who

secede, should the

It is

ruling Transitional

provisions guaranteeing
Kwazulu/Natal kingdom.

clearly an attempt to restore the
territory toitspre-1834 or pre-colonial status.

while reducing the margin
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would

vote

Alliance

for the IFP and the Freedom

respectively may now vote for the

ANC while whites there may
NP.

choose the

But

analysts believe that recent
allegations that senior officers in the South
African

police force

were

involved in

gun

running for Inkhata in its fight against the
ANC might have diminished the reputation
and sincerity of the government, particularly
after it had

several occasions denied

on

ANC accusations that

the

to

security forces,

a

third

was

force, linked

responsible for

fuelling the so-called black-on-black
violence.
One party

winning
the

a

which has

a

high potential of

considerable number of votes in

April election, because of its appealing

message

and rejection of the ANC/NP tacit

alliance, but has

not been so much talked

about, is the PAC. In the polls so far

published the PAC ranks last, even trailing
behind

a

collection of small unknown
but also

political parties.
But the PAC itself
of the

disputes the

accuracy

polls, saying there is a sinister motive

behind its

implement

policies that it has

so

some

of its radical

far avoided

to

discuss

being ranked at the bottom.

polls do not reflect the situation on
ground; people do not give the correct

issue

New

African magazine, 230 000 out of

total of 900 000 white civil

servants

a

risk

which far left and far

on

right

organisations concurred.

in public, for fear of alienating the electorate.

According to an article in the March issue of

“The
the

PAUL VELASCO

Inkatha warriors promise a showdown

The two-ballot

system, which the

government and the ANC had

initially
rejected, and whose later acceptance may
have been

designed to allay those fears,

position because of the existing intimidation

losing their jobs to black replacements

means

depending on the

should the ANC’s affirmative action policies

choosing

PAC official.

be carried

Assembly while electing another for one of

The official explained that

what is

a

set a

area

where you are,” said
when the TEC

minimum of 15 percent

for

a party to

through

seen as an

instance it will

Marknor Marketing, to conduct
the polls. “The PAC was then given 8 percent

1 500 posts

but now that the minimum has been lowered
to

2,5 percent, the PAC is said to be

commanding 0,5 percent of the vote. There
is a deliberate manipulation of the figures,”
he said.

But the real issues that worry many

in

South Africa, not least the business

community,

are

the prospects of

landslide victory. They say that

an

ANC

the board. But in

attempt to

dispel those

the nine

fears, the ANC has indicated that in the first

qual ify for state funds, it contracted a private
company,

across

director

only be targeting the top

in the civil service, ranked from

upwards.

that voters will have the

regional assemblies.

Nelson Mandela has also put
stature as a

radical

his political

guarantee to those who fear

changes from his hypothetical

government; he has insisted

The ANC has also made it clear in

its

various

option of

for the National

one party

during his

campaign trails that

an

ANC

manifesto, that, although opportunities must

government, even with a two thirds majority,

be

will govern

opened to all those who

were

discriminated

by consultation with other

against by the apartheid
policies, “this will not be done at the expense

parties, rather than

of others; nor lead to a

South Africans face

lowering of

standards.”
Such fears

But all

on

its

to

have formed the basis

will.

things considered, the real test that
as

they

that historical date is how
seem

own

move

closer to

capable they will

be to contain the violence that has become

for an insistence by smaller parties, including

so

party gets more than 60 percent, it will be

the DP, the IFP and the PAC, for

the traditional leaders of Kwazulu/Natal

able not

ballot
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if Mandela’s

only to alter the constitution at will.

a two-

voting system. Ironically, the only

cultural in their

promise

a

society. More

so.

When

showdown.3
Sapem April, 1994

COVER STORY: SOUTH AFRICA

WHAT THE PARTIES SAY
As South Africa

closer towards its first multiracial elections

April 27, the electoral campaign has entered its final stage, with all 27
registered political parties doing the best they can to capture the highest number of votes. Their policies, once in government, have been
outlined in a number of manifestoes which now form the basis of their respective electoral campaigns. We summarise here, major campaign
policies as enunciated by the three major political parties in the South African election — the African National Congress (ANC), the National
Party (NP) and the Pan Africanist Congress (PAC):
moves

on

3.LAND

measures

“South Africa

belongs to all who live in it.
reality, an ANC government
will: (1) guarantee women equal rights to
land and special assistance; (2) assist small
farmers to get access to training, credit and
markets; (3) encourage large-scale farming,
and ensure security of tenure and all basic
rights for farm workers; (4) restructure
development agencies and market! ng boards
to serve the farmers and consumers; (5)
guarantee victims of forced removals
restitution, which should be carried out fairly
through a Land Claims Court; and (6) use
state land in the implementation of land
•

To make this

1. GOVERNANCE
•

“Government administration exists to serve

the

people. It must be answerable to them.

The ANC will encourage private citizens to
use the independent public protector to

investigate corruption, dishonesty or violation
of rules of conduct on the part of government
officials - those found guilty will be dealt with.
Forums

representing government and

workers, business, education and other
groups will be strengthened to help in policy
formulation. In government, the ANC will
continue the tradition of

People’s Forums —
meetings in which ordinary people can voice
their opinions”.
2. THE ECONOMY
•

“As

a

legitimate government, the ANC will

be able to work with others to create

environment of peace and
investor confidence...

a

an

stability, boosting
new

trade and

industry policy will focus mainly on job
creation, strengthening our manufacturing
capacity and industries that export goods...
our economic programmes will take into
account

the

need

for

sustainable

development which does not destroy our
natural environment for future generations...
our programme will create more job
opportunities by making it easier for people
to

start

their

own

businesses...

the

government will give the small business
sector some of its contracts to

grow”.
Sapem April, 1994

help them

a

reform”

to

make

medicines

more

affordable; (3) direct major resources at

combating TB, AIDS and other sexuallytransmitted diseases, cancer and other

plagues; and (4) facilitate the integration of
traditional health practice”.
6. AFFIRMATIVE ACTION
“It is not

enough to talk of equality.
Especially when the vast majority of our
people have been left behind by a system
that excluded them by law and deprived the
country of the contribution they could have
made. Opportunities must be opened to all
who were discriminated against as Africans,
•

Coloureds and Indians, as women, the
disabled and

4.EDUCATION
•

“An ANC

one

government will; (1) introduce

education system that provides ten years

of free and

as people staying in rural areas
Special emphasis will be placed on their
training and upgrading so they can rise to
higher levels in business, civil service, skilled
jobs and other areas.... It is essential to the
growth of our economy and the flourishing of
our culture that more people are skilled and
that they feel part of the national effort”.
....

compulsory education for all

children; (2) start utilising all existing school
facilities; (3) provide more classrooms and

repair and modernise inadequate facilities;
(4) double the number of free text-books
within one year; (5) allow mother-tongue
instruction and education in the language of
choice; (6) provide a national bursary and
loan system; (7) provide adult literacy
programmes; (8) assist youths who have not
been able to complete their education; (9)
focus on ways of providing pre-school
educare; and (10) give special assistance to

PAC

women”.

5.HEALTH
“The aim of the ANC's health

and affordable health

policy is primary

care...

Prevention will

be the

priority, and resources will be directed
especially at rural areas and poverty-stricken
communities. An ANC government will... do
the following: (1) promote safe motherhood
and play a major role in caring for the nation’s
children
through programmes of
immunisation, nutrition and free health care
under five; (2) introduce

for children

1. GOVERNANCE

“In our view the only true Constitution is
yet to be drawn up by a Constituent Assembly
chosen by a majority of Africans. V\/e view
the present interim constitution as being
•

unacceptable because it is premised
unacceptable principles”.

on

2. THE ECONOMY
•

“The PAC shall pay

specific attention to
15
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the 16,5 million of our countrymen

who are
actually living bellow the breadline. These
are the masses who cannot cope with the
ever-increasing prices of food and other

development... A pilot scheme
envisaged by the PAC began taking root in
the Natal/Transkei region in 1991, where the

essentials, like medicines. Yet we must also

involved in

be realistic to the fact that wealth must be

project in the region”.

created before it

can

own

a

full-time

community health

6. AFFIRMATIVE ACTION

take

apologise for holding the view
that affirmative action will be promoted on a
large scale to favour the African working

not to

destroy the economy or
growth. We also need to identify

stunt its

those we intend to be the beneficiaries of the

•

masses.

To

us

affirmative action is NOT

lowering standards or introducing
racism by the back door; the PAC is
committed to high standards of performance
in every sphere of national life and, anyway,
rejects outright all notions of discrimination
reverse

3.LAND
•

“The PAC

position is that the forum to

address the issue of land and its redistribution
is the Constitution, which will

enshrine the land
of the African

as

proclaim and

the inalienable property

people. The state will be the

caretaker of the land and will act in the
interests of the African

people, and will be

invested with powers to ensure that the land
will be redistributed adequately among the

or

racism. We

are

also mindful of the fact

that racists in commerce,

industry, and the

civil service continue to equate affirmative
action with an alleged decline in standards

only because the emergence of competent
indigenous Africans poses a real threat to

a

Nationcti

government will work towards a

free compulsory

accountable for their children’s

attendance of lessons. The PAC government
will institute

single education department,
syllabus for all the children of our
country, and an integrated education policy.
English will be taught from pre-primary school
as a language, but will become the basic
post-primary school medium of instruction.
Our education policy will place heavy
emphasis on developing the child’s potential
a

a common

to the full”.

5.HEALTH
“The PAC believes that

primary health
prerequisite for the promotion of a
better quality of life for the individual. The
PAC position on health is that a holistic
public health service, which will include
•

care

is

directed towards

family and community

reconstruction, will be implemented to
empower
16

Party

1. GOVERNANCE

“We all want peace, only true and lasting
democracy can bring peace. Only if the
Constitution is truly democratic can
everybody participate, only if everybody
participates can everybody be satisfied, only
if everybody is satisfied can there be peace...
But democracy is not merely majority rule; if
the majority oppresses the minority, then
majority rule is not democracy — then it is
tyranny by the majority... I real democracy,
the power of the government is controlled;
the best way to control the power of the
government in a country such as ours is
through a federal system of government".
•

a

alternative medicine, and which will be

communities to take part in their

policy.

6.AFIRMTVE
“The

new

National

Party stands for a school

system that is just and equal for everyone...
for

a

sound culture of

in

a

stable educational environment... for

learning and teaching

school system

that makes provision for; (1)
compulsory schooling for all for at least nine
years; (2) vocational training; (3) relevant
learning material and curricula; (4)
certification comparable to international
standards; (5) mother tongue education for
those who want it; and (6) schools—funded
by the state—with a distinctive character in
respect of language, culture, religion, for
those who prefer it".

“The National

Party will continue the good

care

because the National

of the nation; basic
a

function of local

authorities, highest priority must be given to

4.EDUCATION

held

No stated

Party cares for the health
health services must be

Land Claims

education for every child up
to standard 10 or equivalent, or 18 years of
age, which ever comes first. Parents will be

•

•

Constitutional Court”.

“The PAC

3.LAND

work in health

Commission, which will work under the

•

—

5.HEALTH

the intentions of the racist.”

people and for purposes envisaged by the
Constitution. Land will be expropriated
through legal means which will include a
Land Reform Act and

a nation; the socialist system
policies have been thoroughly
they just don’t work”.

4.EDUCATION

“We do not

about

of redistribution".

programme

discredited

•

must also

care

and socialist

PAC's national health secretariat has been

be redistributed. We

identify what assets can be
redistributed while, at the same time, we

prosperity to

2. THE ECONOMY

“The

prosperity and well-being of each
depend on a
thriving economy. There is no doubt that
today, only a market-oriented economic
system, based on private enterprise and
private ownership of property, can bring
•

individual and of the nation

primary health care. The National Party will;
(1) set up a local health committee for each
community by the year 2000; (2) develop
enough clinics by the year 2000 to provide
access to health facilities for all; (3) see to it
that health care in the public and in the
private sectors will be affordable; (4) improve
the immunisation programme to provide 100
percent coverage by the year 2000; (5)
extend its feeding development programme;
and (6) ensure that constructive co-operation
between the public and private health sectors
is achieved

•

by the

year

2000”.

ACTION

We all want prosperity;

prosperity can only

be achieved if each person makes his best
contribution to the economy. People cannot

make their best contribution if

they do not
enjoy equal opportunities. Many people did
not have equal opportunities in the past, the
school system did not give them a proper
chance, laws prevented them from making
progress in their work, discrimination and
discriminatory attitudes held them back....
People who in the past did not have equal
opportunities, must receive special training,
education and support so that they can
develop fully and make their full contribution”.
Sapem April. 1994

to

houses. At least 55

nine

MOZAMBIQUE
WFP TO IMPROVE ROADS
IN

victim was a baby of seven weeks. Many of

that would allow WFP to assist more people.”

homes.

discontinue the airlift that delivers food aid
for nearly

15 000 people living in Maringue,
the Rename headquarters, and to transport
the food more cheaply by truck.
The Gorongosa-Casa Banana road is
nearly completed up to the Nhandugue River,
where a large bridge will be built. Three
additional but smaller bridges will also be
put in place. The total cost, including
clearing, levelling and constructing passages
and drainage along 44 kilometres, is
US$65 000. Work

on

the final leg between

the victims

TUNISIA

—

finished, the road will allow WFP to

people died, including

and 35 children; the youngest

a pity no more priority
roads have been cleared of mines because

said Clarke. “It is

MOZAMBIQUE

The World Food Programme
(WFP) is investing US$ 1 million in opening,
clearing and repair roads in Mozambique,
mostly in Central Sofala Province.
“Having reliable, all-weather roads boosts
commercial activity, eases access to markets
and helps the free movement of people and
goods, saidPhillipClark,WFPDirectorof
Operations. The works also help with mine
clearance because while moving dirt to the
roadside, we are also finding and removing
unexploded devices.”
Work is underway on the MacossaMaringue road, at an estimated cost of
US$270 000. This includes levelling 148
kilometres of road, building water drainage
and rehabilitating three bridges. Once
Maputo

women

were

burnt to death in their

SOUTH AFRICA

OPPOSITION MILITANT
AFRICAN HEADS OF

LANGUISHES IN JAIL
Tunis

—

STATE APPEAL TO

The trial of Hamma Hammani,

BUTHELEZI TO

member of the unauthorised Tunisian

Workers' Communist

Party (PCOT), has
been postponed from February 23, while
human rights organisations continue to
express concern at the state of his health,
Hammani was arrested on February 14 on
charges which included assaulting a
policeman and belonging to an illegal party,
attending unauthorised meetings and
distributing leaflets of the PCOT.
Amnesty International, a British-based
human rights organisation, had indicated
that Hammani, who suffers from heart and

kidney illnesses, had not received medical
attention even following his alleged torture
^t Sousse Prison, where is being held,

CAMEROON
ARMY KILLS ARAB

VILLAGERS
Yaounde—More than 50 unamied civilians
—men, women

and children—were victims

RECONSIDER
Harare

—

Nine African Heads of State

meeting in Harare, on March
19,
appealed to Inkhata leader, Mangosuthu
Buthelezi, to reconsider his position of

boycotting
the upcoming April 27 elections
in South Africa.
Inkhata’s

participation in the election has
in question, since Buthelezi and his
nephew, king Goodwill Zwelithini have
been put

declared that their bantustan,
not

take part

Kwazulu, will

in the elections unless

a

constitutional
agreement guaranteeing the
bantustan’s

autonomy is reached.
Appeals from the South African
government, the African National Congress
(ANC) and other political parties for the
Zulus to participate in the elections have
virtually fallen on deaf ears, and two
prominent American and British diplomats,
Henry Kissinger and Lord Carrington, may
be nominated to mediate in the dispute.
The leaders of Botswana, Cape Verde,

Nhandugue Riverand Casa Banana will
begin once it has been cleared of mines.
Work has been completed on the
Inhaminga-Caia Road, which was opened

ofreprisal killings by Cameroonian soldiers

Egypt. Mozambique, Namibia, Tanzania,

in the far north of Cameroon in

Zambia and Zimbabwe, countries which

1993,ataco.stofUS$30000.

Repairs on the 180 kilometres of the
Inhaminga-Dondo leg began on February

Karena, whose inhabitants are Shua Arabs
and which borders Lake Chad, in the District
of Hille-Alifa. One day before the massacre,

of US$250 000. In 1992, the

the village chief, known as the blama, and a

the

in November,

21, at

a co.st

WFP was very

much involved in the opening
and mine elearance of the Beira-Inhaminga
Road, which had remained unoperational
for eight years.
A local company, OPCA-COTAM, was
awarded the contracts after winning a tender,
“By building roads and by having the roads
built by a local company, WFP supports the
reconstruction of Mozambique’s economy,”
Sapem April. 1994

Almost 100 others
The

massacre

were

February.

wounded.

occurred in the

village of

soldier had been killed in an incident
involving armed bandits. The attack on the
village occurred during a funeral ceremony
for the blama, which was also

attended by
neighbouringvillagers,anarmycommander
and a local government official. Soldiers of
the 31st Battalion are reported to have
surrounded the village and then fired
indiscriminately at the villagers and set fire

form the

Organisation of African Unity

(OAU) Ad-hoc Committee on Southern
Africa, .said intheirfinal statement that they
were

concerned

at

“at recent statements

emanating from the leaders of Kwazulu
aimed at fracturing the unity of the country.”
But reports from South Africa say that the
multiparty Transitional Executive Council
(TEC) may have to take into account
recommendations made by Lord Carrington
and Kissinger, even if that includes
postponing the elections.
The IFP has threatened to secede from

South Africa if the government and TEC
reject its demands forconstitutional changes.
17
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MARGARET ANSTEE: “NOT
VERY OPTIMISTIC” ON ANGOLA
The

war

in

Angola has continued to dominate the headlines, and persistent calls to have it abated, in light of the tremendous

human toll which has surpassed by far the number of deaths incurred in the 16 years of war that followed the departure of the
Portuguese colonial authorities at independence, in 1975, have gone unheeded. Margaret Anstee, who worked in Angola as
the first UN Secretary-General’s special representative to oversee the transitional process leading up to the first

multi-party

elections in

September 1992,

now lives in Bolivia, where she is an advisor to President Gonzalo Sanchez de Lozada. In this
interview she tells SAPEM about the nightmares she went through and what she sees as the prospects for a settlement in

Angola.

What exactly went wrong with last year’s

Abidjan Talks?
The sticking point

Unita’s refusal to
withdraw their troops from the places they
had occupied. They said that they were
afraid of what was going to happen to them,
and this was a point on which I had sympathy
was

with them, because there is no doubt that,

after the

fighting in Luanda, at the end of

October 1992, there

was a

blood bath in

which many

Ovimbundu and Unita
supporters were killed. So they (Unita) said
to me, ‘can’t you even get a symbolic force
of B lue Helmets, even if they are not enough

keep the peace, but at least as a kind of a
symbol and an indication that the world is
watching what is happening'; and indeed,
the government delegation at that point
came to me and said: ‘couldn't
you do this?’
to

But it
the

‘chicken-and-egg’ situation;
Security Council position was: ‘get the
was a

cease-fire first, and then
Blue Helmets.’ The

we

will send in the

Unitaposition was ‘give

Blue Helmets first, and then we
will have a cease-fire'; now a lot of people
us some

skeptical, saying that Unita was
bluffing, and that they knew that the
international community was not going to
were

send the Blue Helmets. But

even

if that

were

to

the case,

1 would like to have been able

call the bluff and to have said

Blue Helmets

are

coming in,

small number, come

on now

‘right, the
if it is a
you have to

even

agree to a cease-fire ’; but 1 was never able to
nail that one down. Even more so, I was told
at one

point when 1 had thought 1

was very

agreement and 1 called New
York, that I had to warn both sides that the
near

to an

position was such that you could not, even
if they had a cease-fire, have any Blue
Helmets until six

to

nine months, becau.se

of all the

peace-keeping demands and the
problems of sourcing funds.

MARGARET ANSTEE: “NÄO MUITO
OPTIMISTA” SOBRE ANGOLA
combates
A guerra em

Angola continua a dominar as manchetes dos meios de informa90o, e
repetidos apelos para que as duos partes deponham os armas, tendo em considerapao a
tremenda tragédia humana que, em termos numéricos, ultrapassa o numero de vitimas dos
16 anos de guerra que se seguiu å partida dos autoridades colonials portuguesas, em 1975,
continuam em larga medida a serem ignorados. Margaret Anstee, que trabalhou em
Angola como a primeira representate especial do Secretario-Geral da ONU com a
responsabilidade de supervisor o procecesso de transi90o até å realiza9äo das primeiras
eleipöes multipartidörias em Setembro de 1992, vive agora na Bolivia, onde é conselheira
do Presidente Gonzalo Sanchez de Lozada. Nesta entrevista, Anstee tala å SAPEM dos
pesadelos que teve de enfrentar e daquilo que vé como as perspectivos de uma S0IU9Ö0
rapida para a crise angolona.
O que é que exactamente correu

mal nas
negociagöes de Abidjan noano passado?
O ponto de contenda foi a recusa da Unita
de retirar as suas tropas dos locals que
18

haviam ocupado. Disseram que receiavam
oquelhes iriaacontecer.eesteeraumponto
sobre o qual me simpatizava com eles.
porque nao hå duvida que, depois dos

em

Luanda, em finals de Outubro

de 1992, houve um

banho-de-samgue

em

que muitos ovimbundos e apoiantes da Unita

foram mortos. Portanto eles (Unita)

disseram-me, ‘sera que nao pode mesmo

conseguir

for^a de capacetes azuis.
sejam suficientes para
manter a paz. mas pelo menos como uma
especie simbolica e uma indicai^ao de que o
mesmo

uma

que nao

mundo estd

a ver o

que esta a

acontecer’;

e

delegagao do govemo. nessa altura
vieram-me dizer: ‘sera que nao podera fazer
isso?' Mas era uma situa^ao de ‘galinha e
ovo'; a posigäo do Conselho de Seguran^-a
era: ‘primeiro o cessar-fogo, e depois
enviaremos os capacetes azuis.’ A posi^ao
mesmo a
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How do you respond to the accusations
that you and the UN failed to protect
Unita leaders when

fighting broke out in

Luanda in October,
We

1992?

(responsible for protecting
anyone)! Under the Bicesse accords we
couldn’t have done it, we just did not have
the people. That was another reason why 1
was trying to get a small number of Blue
Helmets. The Bicesse accords are very clear
on this: Unita was responsible for the security
of its own people, and for that purpose it was
to be allowed to have guards who were to be
recognised by the government.
Is there any possibility for an early
settlement in the negotiations currently
taking place in Lusaka?
I was hopping so, but what is very clear is
that they are stuck on exactly the same
issues that we were discussing in Abidjan
eight or nine months ago. 1 am not very
optimistic at the present moment.
Why do you think Unita is being
intransigent?
I think Savimbi wants power. I think there
may be genuine fears on the part of Unita
were

not

da Unita era 'de-nos

alguns capacetes azuis
primeiro, e depois teremos o cessar-fogo’;
muita gente foi céptica, dizendoque aUnita
estava a fazer um ‘bluff’, pois sabia que a
comunidade intemacional
os

nao

iria enviar

capacetes azuis. Mas mesmo que esse

fosse

gostaria de ter tido a
possibilidade de aceitar o ‘bluff e poder
dizer ‘esta bem, os capacetes azuis estao a
caminho, mesmo que sejam em numero
o caso,

reduzido,

eu

voces tern

de assintu

o cessar-

fogo'; mas nunca me foi possivel. Mesmo
queconseguisse. disseram-me a certo ponto
quando pensava que estava pröxima de um
acordo e telefonei para Nova lorque, de que
tinha que advertir as duas partes, de que a
situa9äo era tal que mesmo que elas
chegassem a um cessar-fogo, nao seria
possivel enviar os capacetes azuis em menos
de seis ou nove meses, por causa de todas as
necessidades de forgas de manutengao de
paz e dos problemas
financiadores.

de encontrar

Qual é a sua reacgäo em relagäo a
acusagöes de que voce e a ONU nao foram
capazes de garantir a seguranga dos
dirigentes da Unita, quando da eclosäo
Sapem April, 1994

what happens to them if they
agreement. That is why after 1
left Angola, 1 was saying ‘why don’t you,
with or without negotiations, send down

both sides had hidden

Blue Helmets.’ I tried to talk to the UN

of the election. And then the situation took

Security Council to send down Blue Helmets
so that they are on the spot to monitor the
negotiations process, so that if my successor
is nearer a breakthrough, there is a guarantee,
there is no pretext, there is no excuse... but
the international community wanted to do
Angola on a cheap and it has turned out to be
a very expensive operation. It has not only
cost them in money much more than they
expected, but the expenses in human life
and suffering has been absolutely awful and
it goes unnoticed in the Western press.
Someone who worked closely with you in
the implementation of the Bicesse accords,

on a momentum

people

as to

come to an

said in

a

recent interview that Unita was

entirely responsible for the outbreak of
the war. Do you share that view?
There are always thoughts on both sides,
and it was very interesting to watch the
situation in the CCPM (Joint Political and
Military Commission) which showed that

dos combates

em

Outubro de 1992,

em

agendas. Of course,
provoked the whole thing was Unita’s
decision to remove their generals from the
integrated army and not to accept the results
what

difficult
on

to

of its

know

own.

It will be very

exactly how the fighting

October 31 started. We

were

in

a

CCPM

meeting, we had made an agreement at 1; 15
p.m. that the hostages must be released.
And everybody agreed that it was a highly
volatile and dangerous situation. We had
just set up and I was sending military people
too, to observe this and they were going to
sit down that afternoon to make their plans
to go out to the rest of the country to try and
bring everybody back into a calmer frame
of mind. And it was only because of that,
that 1 went out to

an

official lunch because

1

thought that war was going to break out
that day. When I left that meeting I thought
we could have a stay of execution if we
made it work. So 1 went

which

was

out to

lunch between the

ambassador. The two sides

acontecer depois

this lunch

reconciliation
sides, organised by an

supposed to be

a

never

arrived

at

de assiiiiirem o acordo. Foi

Nos nao eramos responsaveis pela proteegäo

por isso que depois de deixar Angola, insist!
no envio dos capacetes azuis. Tentei

de

con veneer o Conselho

Luanda?

ninguém! Ao abrigo dos acordos de
nao
nos
cabia esse papel,
simplesmente nao tinhamos gente suficiente.
Bicesse

Essa

era a outra razao

tentar

conseguir

porque eu estava a

um pequeno numero

boinas-azuis. Os acordos de Bicesse

de
sao

claros neste ponto: a

Unita era responsavel
pela seguranqados seus responsaveis. e que
para isso seria autorizada a ter guardas que
seriam reconhecidos pelo goverao.
Acha possivel uma solugäo rapida nas
negociagöes actualmente em curso em
Lusaka?
Eu esperava que sim, mas esta

claro que os

negociadores estao ainda presos nas mesmas

discutir em
nove meses. Nao estou

questoes que estavamos a

Abidjan hä oito ou
muito optimista ne.ste momento.
Porque é que, no seu entender, a Unita
esta a ser intransigente?
Penso que Savimbi quer o poder. Penso que
havera algumas preocupa^oes genufnas da
parte da Unita quanto ao que Ihes poderå

os

capacetes

de Seguran^a a enviar
azuis de modo a que possam

acompanhar o processo de negocia^oes, e
quando o meu sucessor estiver perto de um
acordo haver garantia, nao haver pretexto...
mas a

comunidade intemacional

opera§ao barata em

muito
mas

caro.

Nao

quis uma
Angola e isso tomou-se

so em termos

monetarios,

custos em vidas humanas e o

os

sofrimento tornaram-se absolutamente
elevados

e isso nao desperta aten^ao na
iraprensa ocidental.
Alguém que trabalhou muito proximo de
si na implementa§äo dos acordos de

Bicesse disse, nuraa recente entrevista,
que a Unita era inteiramente responsavel

pelo reatamento da guerra, Partilha desse
ponto de vista?
Hä sempre reflexöes de ambos os lados, e
era

muito interessante

CCPM,

ver a

situa9äo

na

que demonstrava que ambos os
lados tinham agendas secretas. Claro que. o
o

que provocou toda esta situa^äo foi a decisao
da Unita de retirar os seus generals das
19
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this lunch. Half or an hour later, the
started. I do not think

we

will

fighting

ever

know

Negage. The next day the government
repre.sentatives inLubango

attacked Unita

how that

and evicted them from other towns. Unita

p.m.

retaliated

particular conflagration at 2:00
happened. Of course, after that, the dye
was cast, particularly with all the
fighting
and the killings that followed. Then we
nearly got the process back on track at
Namibe on November 26, when I managed
to get both sides together at the same table.
Two days later, Unita moves into Ui'ge and
Negage. Then Savimbi at that point said to
me, that he did not order the fighting and he
apologised and said he was going to
straighten the issue out. By this time, we had
great difficulty in getting the government to
come and verify the fighting because
they
thought the people on their side would never
come to terms with Unita and at that
point,
they must have been preparing. And then on
January 2, 1993,1 went to see Savimbi and
then I saw the Foreign Minister and we
agreed that we would meet again the
following week. It was on a Saturday night.
But I thought at least we were getting them
back together again and we had got the
government to go back into Uige and

formas armadas unificadas e de naoaceitaro
resultado das elei§öes. E depois a situa^ao
ganhou

by seizing the government troops
been sent to Ui'ge and Negage.
After that the fighting just escalated, with
the hardliners in the ascendancy on both
sides. So, it’s very difficult to come up with
an
absolutely objective balance here but,
yes of course, Unita actions initially by not
accepting the outcome of the general election
and withdrawing their generals from the
army, started the whole process.
It is often said that you, personally, and
the UN Security Council bear most of the
responsibility for the resumption of the
war, because you did not take decisive
action against Unita, to prevent them
from going back to war?
What we were doing was well beyond our
who had just

mandate. Our mandate

to
to

all

they

chegado a urn acordo as 13,15
horas de que os prisioneiros deveriam ser
libertados. E todos estavam de acordo que a
situa^ao

era
Estabelecemos

volatil
os

e

perigosa.

mecanismos,

e eu

também enviar observadores

militäres,

eles iam

tarde

elaborarem

reunir-se

nessa

ia
e

para

pianos de irem para o
resto do pais e tentarcalmar os animos. E foi
so f)or causa dis.so, que aceitei
participar
num almo^o oficial porque
pen.sei que a
guerra ia eclodir ne.sse dia. Quando sai da
reuniao pensei que seconseguissemosfazer
com que o nos.so piano funcionasse seriamos
bem sucedidos. Portantofui paraeste almo^o
que se supunha que fosse um almo^o de
reconcilia^ao entre ambas as partes,
organizado por um embaixador. As duas
partes nunca chegaram para o almo^o. Meia
ou uma hora depois os combates come^aram.
Penso que nunca iremos saber como é que a
conflagra9ao comegou particularmente as
20

os seus

our

were

people all

the country that
to work with the local people to

14.00 horas.

over

Depois disso tudo era de prever

que se iria passar, particulannente com
toda amatanfa que se seguiu. Depois quase
nos

tinhamos

work with the

o

combates do dia 31 de Outubro come^aram.
reuniao da CCPM,

to

were

the local level. And I had sent instructions

que

numa

was

only supposed to work
through the CCPM at all levels, right down

a sua propria cinética. Sera muito
difi'cil saber excatamente como é que os

Estavamos

sides. We

two

consegui'amos por o

processo

de

novo

carris no Namibe, no dia 26 de
Novembro. quando consegui trazer ambas
as

partes para a mesa das negociagoes. Dois

dias

depois, a Unita ocupa Ui'ge e Negage,
Depois Savimbi disse-me que nao tinha
ordenado os ataques e jjediu desculpas.
dizendo que iria resolver a questao. A esse
ponto jd era difi'cil convencer o governo a
cooperar. porque pensavam que seria difi'cil
que os seus apoiantes se reconciiiassem
com a

Unita. No dia 2 de Janeiro de 1993.

avistei-me

com

Ministro dos

Savimbi

e

depois

com o

Negocios Estrangeiros,

e

acordamos em que nos iriamos encontrar na
semana

seguinte. Era Sabado ä noite. Pensei

conseguir algo de novo e
que tinhamos con.seguido com que o govenio
enviasse uma delega^äo ao Uige e Negage.
No dia seguinte o governo atacou os
representantes da Unita no Lubango e
expulsou-os das outras cidades. A Unita
retaliou aprisionando a delegaijao militar do
governo que acabava de ser enviada ao Uige
que estavamos a

bring them together. The irony was. the
place where it was working best was
Lubango. Unita and the MPLA there, were
very good terms and then this incident
happened. Then what could we do with 300
unarmed troops? How could we flee? We
did not flee until the very last minute. We
had people caught in crossfire. Huambo
was
terrible. We had people sleeping in
trenches, including women civilians, but
what could they do? They could not go
on

between the

two

sides without any arms

and

stop them. The only thing we could do was
to get the conciliation mechanism that had
been set up to function everywhere and that
broke down at the beginning of January. On

side, 1 was trying to get the two sides to
stop fighting and to talk. I tried to get a truce
my

and I

thought that if the talks go on for a long

time, at least they were not killing people.
But

they would not and 1 could not get it.
There. 1 would say the government was
more

willing to have

With the lessons of

a truce

think the UN should

future

e ao

than Unita.

Angola, what do
or

you
should not do in

peace-keeping operations?

Negage. Depois disso a guerra escalou,
linha dura de ambos

lados

na

mö

de cima. Portanto, é muito difi'cil obter

um

com a

os

balany'o absolutamente objecti vo mas. claro.
a acfdo da Unita, primeiro ao nao aceitar o
resultado das eleigoes e depois retirar os
seus generais do novo exército teve maior

responsabilidadenoreatamentodoconflito.
Diz-se que voce, pessoalmente, e o
Conselho de seguranga devem assumir a
maior parte da respon.sahilidade pelo
reinicio da guerra, porque nao tomarani

acgäo decisiva contra a Unita, de modo a
impedi-la de retomar a guerra?
O que estavamos a fazer estava muito para
além do
era

nosso

mandato. O

de trabalhar

Estavanos

com

as

nos.so

mandato

duas partes.

restringidos

através da CCPM
até å base. E

a

apenas a trabalhar
todos os m'veis, do topo

dei

instru^oes ao meu
pais no sentido de
com a populayao local. A
ironia é que o local onde as coisas estavam
a funcionar muito bem era no
Lubango.
Aqui, os representantes da Unita e do MPLA
estavam a trabalhar muito bem e depois
deu-se este incidente. E depois o que é que
pessoal

em
trabalharem

eu

todo

o
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I do not think the UN should ever get

was

implementing or verifying the
implementation of a peace accord unless it
has been fully involved in the negotiations
leading up to that or those agreements and
fully involved in deciding what its own
mandate is going to be. Secondly, the UN
should not go into a situation unless it has
got... and the Secretary-General .should tell
the Security Council that, if he feels that he

no

involved in

has not either the mandate
to

do it. The present

or

the

resources

Secretary-General

inherited the Angolan operation from before,
and the

Angolan operation was started at a
Yugoslavia, before the great
increase in peace-keeping. B ut if you cannot
go in and do the job properly, it is just better
not go in at all, because otherwise you get
the responsibility for a situation you cannot

time before

control.
How about the
was

allegations that the UN

biased towards Unita?

If you mean me. 1 was not. I tried to be
absolutely meticulous and objective, which
is why I got attacked by both sides, and 1 was
rather proud of that. 1 do not think the UN

podiamos fazer com 300 homens nao
annados? Como é que poderiamos fugir?
Nfio fugimos até ao ultimo minuto. Tivemos
gente que foi colhida no fogo cruzado.
Huambo foi tem'vel. Tivemos gente a domiir
em

trincheiras. incluindo mulheres,

mas o

é que eles poderiam fazer? Eles nao
podiam ir para os dois lados sem annas e
pedir que parassem. A unica coisa que
poderiamos fazer era accionar o mecanismo
da reconcilia^äo que tinha sido criado em
toda a parte e que desapareceu no principio
que

de Janeiro. Da minha parte, estava a
levar

as

combates

Tentei

tentar

duas partes a pararem com os
e

a

reatarem as

conversa^öes.

organizar a cessa9äo dos combates e

pensei que se as conversa^oes continuassem
por algum tempo, pelo menos
estariam a matar gente. Mas nao

eles nao
consegui.
Ai poderei dizer que o govemo estava mais
interessado em parar com os combates do
que a Unita.
Com as ligöes de Angola, qual é o conselho
que då ä ONU para futuras operagöes de
manuten^äo de paz?
Penso que a
na

ONU

implementa^ao
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deve envolver
verifica9§o de um

nunca se
ou

biased towards Unita. 1 have

evidence. And, of

absolutely

Unita claims

course,

biased towards the government.
There were a lot of problems that were
we were

by Unita; and the UN, because of

caused

the nature of its mandate,

failed to nail

Unita and force them to act

down

differently. Wasn’t that the case?
There were several attempted breaches of
the ceasefire by both sides and we tried to
always attend to them. But we always did it
through the CCPM and the observer
countries. We were very firm with both
sides. You could say that this was an error of
judgement, but we were very firm. 1 was
specially finn with Unita in private because
the feeling was that one must u.se quiet
diplomacy as it was the best way to get an
atmosphere of mutual trust and
reconciliation, rather than shouting from
rooftops.
Do you still believe that the elections w ere
free and fair, even in light of all the
allegations by Unita that they were
fraudulent?
1 still maintain the declaration that 1 made

Saturday, October 17, 1992, that the

on

elections were generally free and fair.

Before

that declaration, I stated that we had observed
some

irregularities, but these

were

mainly
of a

due to lack of experience or difficulties

practical nature. Not all of them, of course,
but we did not judge them to the extent that
they would affect the outcome of the
elections. So, I maintain that the elections
were

generally free and fair. I think the

elections went

on

well. But I do not think

any election is perfect anyway.
What do you think should be

the major

issues to be discussed in Lusaka, in order
to reach an

early settlement?

1 think it has to be very

similar to what we
discussing in Abidjan to cover the
whole waterfront, but the first question is to
get a ceasefire, to get a practical arrangement
for the ceasefire and then to do all the things
were

that were knocked down the last time round:
the cantonment of troops, the demobilisation,
the formation of the

new

armed forces;

certainly the development of a neutral police.
1 think they should also discuss human
rights. 1 think that it is much an element of
insecurity; the question of prisoners. All of

acordo de paz a menos que

Houve muitos problemas provocados pela

totalmente envolvida

Unita;

tenha estado
negoci^öes que
conduzam a esse acordo e possa definir o
seu mtmdato. Em segundo lugar, a ONU
se

menos

que

ao

deve envolver

situa^öes, a
tenha... e o Secretario-geral deve
Conselho de seguranya. quando

nunca

dizer

nas

achar que nao

em

tern nem o mandato nem os

para realizar tal missao. O actual
Secretario-Geral herdou a operagao de
recursos

Angola do seu predecessor e a opera^ao de
Angola surgiu antes da Jugoslavia, antes do
aumento no numero das operafoes de
manutenyao de paz. Mas se nao é possi'vel
fazer

o

trabalho

como

deve

ser. entao

é

aceitar porque depois
voce é que tern de assumir a responsabilidade
de uma situyao que nao pode controhir.
E quanto as acusayöes de que a ONU
melhor

nem

sequer

estava a favorecer a Unita?

Se essa
nao.

ser

absolutamente meticulosa

e

fui atacada por
ambas as partes e sinto-me orgulhosa disso.
Nao aceito que a ONU tenha favorecido a
Unita. E. claro, a Unitadiz que favorecemos
objecliva,

o

govemo.

a razao porque

mandato,

de

Unita

disciplinär

a

e

Houve de ambas

de violar

as

nao

foi capaz

obrigä-la

de outra maneira. Nao foi

esse o

a

agir

caso?

partes varias tentativas

e nös sempre
acolmata-las. Mas sempre fizemolo através da CCPM e dos observadores.
o

cessar-fogo

tentamos

Eramos firmes para com

ambas

as partes.

podera dizer que isto foi um erro de
julgamento. Eu eraespecialmente finne para
Voce

com

a

privado, porque era
diplomacia discreta,
a melhor fonna de conseguir uma

Unita

em

necessario utilizar

pois era

a

atmosfera de confianga mutua e de

reconcilia^äo.
Ainda acredita que as elei^öesforam livres
e

Justas, mesmo depois das alegagöes da

fraudulentas?
declarac^ao que fiz no

Unita, de que elas foram
Ainda mantenho

acusayäo é dirigida a mini, digo que

Tentei

ONU, talvez por causa da

e a

natureza do seu

a

Sdbado, 17 de Outubro de 1992, de que as

elei^oes foram geralmente livres

e

justas.

Mas antes dessa

declarac^äo, eu disse que
tinhamos detectado algumas inegularidades,
que elas tinham sido maioritariamente
devido ä falta de experiencia ou dificuldades
mas

de natureza

pratica. Nem todas. claro,

mas
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these

things have to be sorted out and then
question of how the entire
government is going to work. What is going
to be the participation of Unita and all their
forces at all levels: central, provincial and
local, and the extent to which they will
participate in all levels of government in all
parts of the country. All the steps must be
completed before coming to the second
round of the (presidential) elections. But the
longer this takes, the more academic it
the whole

becomes.
How do you see Unita
ceasefire
without
a

agreeing to a
monitoring

mechanism?
I hope that this will be discussed as we were
discussing it in Abidjan. Another UN AVEM

which will have the teeth that the last

one

did

was

unfortunately the really basic problem is the
So you have

terrible mistrust and suspicion.
to

try and overcome that, and I hope the

international
to

community will be prepared
respond. If they aren’t, then it will be very

serious.

What do you think should be
the international community

the role of
in all this

process?
They should be ready to come forward very
swiftly and put the necessary resources at
the disposal of the UN. I am concerned that
as time goes by, the whole issue of peacekeeping has become so controversial, so
costly and so long drawn out in so many
places, that the political will may not be
there. But I do believe that the international

dimensions that it did

nor

lasted

as

long,

had the two sides not been armed

so

thoroughly. Because of the Cold War,
Angola became a prize to be fought over by
the Superpowers.
So there is a big
responsibility there. But the other thing 1
would like to see is more coverage in the
western media, of the situation in Angola.
The talks are dragging on in Lusaka and
everybody outside appears to have forgotten
about Angola, yet in the western media
Bosnia is on the news everyday.
How do you think there could be a
comprehensive coverage of the Angolan
situation, when the mediator imposes a
complete news blackout?
1 do not blame him. I think he is quite
right. I tried to do that, it did not work, but
I think he is right because otherwise, you
have negotiations conducted through the
media. What I am talking about is world
media attention to the tragedy in Angola
and the responsibility of the international

do this,
because it has been demonstrated that a kind

community has responsibility because it
was clear before
indejtendence that there
were going to be problems in
Angola,
because there were already serious rifts

of

‘boy scout’ approach on the two sides
simply is not going to work. If it did not
work then, it is not going work now, when

between

julgamos na extensao de que teriam
afectado o resultado das elei^oes. Portanto.

da segunda voltadas eleigoes (presidenciais).

tern responsabilidade porque

Mas quanto mais tempo isto
académica se torna a questao.

levar, mais

independéncia que iria haver
problemas em Angola, porque ja havia

Como é que vé a Unita a aceitar um cessar

divisoes entre os diversos movimentos anti-

fogo sem quaisquer garant ias de controle?
Espero que isso seja di.scutido como o
estavamos a fazer em Abidjan. Que seja
estabelecida uma outra UNA VEM que terä

coloniais. Mas

not

have

as

far

concerned and the

as

this mandate

resources

to

nao as

ainda acredito que as elei^öes foram
geralmente livres e justas. Penso que as
elei^öes correram bem. Mas de qualquer
modo nao acredito que haja quaisquer
eleiföes que sejam perfeitas.
O que é que acha que devem ser as
principals questöes em discussäo em
Lusaka, de modo a alacan^ar-se uma
solugäo rapida?
Penso que deve ser idéntico ao que
estavamos a discutir em Abidjan, mas a
prime ira questao é a de conseguir um ce ssarfogo, encontrar uma plataforma pratica para
o cessar-fogo e depois organizar todas as
etapas que tinham sido ultrapassadas em
Abidjan: o acantonamento das tropas, a
desmobilizagao, a formafäo das novas formas
armadas; certamente a criagäo de um corpo
policial independente. Penso que devem
também discutir

os

direitos humanos. A

prisioneiros. E depois toda a
questao de como é que o governo irä
funcionar, qual é que sera a participagao da
Unita a todos os ni veis, e até que ponto é que
eles (Unita) iräo participar em todos os
niveis de governo em todo o pars, Todcis
estas etapas devem ser completadas antes
questao dos
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the

movements.

various

But the

fighting would

anti-colonial

post-independence
have reached the

never

dentes que a anterior nao teve tanto a
m'vel de mandato como de recursos, porque
os

foi demonstrado que o tipo de
de ‘cavalheiros’ de ambas

abordagem
as

partes

simplesmente

nao irä funcionar devido ao
elevado m'vel de falta de confianga mutua. E

precise ultrapassar essa desconfianga e penso
comunidade intemacional estard
preparada a responder positivamente. Se
nao, a situagao sera muito seria.
Em todo este processo, que papel é que
acha que deve ser reservado ä
que a

comunidade intemacional?
Ela deve estar

decididamente
da ONU

os

e

preparada a avangar
disponibilidade

colocar ä

recursos

necessaries, estou

preocupada

em que quanto mais tempo se
levar, toda a questao da manutengao da paz
se tome

vontade

controversa, tao

dispendiosa que a

poh'tica poderd nao existir. Mas
acredito que a comunidade intemacional

community.□

antes

se tomara claro

da

independéncia

as

confrontagoes do pös-

teriam atingido as
dimensöes que tiveram se as duas partes nao
nunca

tivessem sido meticulosamente armadas.

For causa da guerra

fria, Angola tomou-se
cobigadas superpoténcias. Mas a outra coisa
que eu gostaria de ver é uma maior cobertura
na imprensa ocidental, da
situagao em
Angola. As conversagoes estao a arrastar-se
em Lusaka e parece que toda a gente se
esqueceu de Angola, mas a Bosnia estd
todos os dias nas manchetes da imprensa
ocidental.

Como é que

acha que podera haver uma
ampla da situagao
angolana, quando o mediador impöe um
bloqueio noticioso total?
Nao Ihe dou culpa. Tentei fazer o mesmo, e
nao funcionou, mas penso
que ele esta
correcto porque de outro modo, teriamos
negociagoes através da imprensa. Estou a
referir-me å atengäo que o mundo deve dar
å tragédia em Angola e a responsabilidade
cobertura mais

da comunidade intemacional .□
Sapem April. 1994
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CALL FOR IMPROVED HUMAN

RIGHTS IN MALAWI
Chatonda Mhone
HE human

T
latest

rights situation in

Malawi has improved dramatically
over

the last two years,

reveals the

Amne.sty International (AI) report

published in March.
The report, titled Ma/au/—A New Future
for Human Rights, says that after three
decades of one-party rule, there is now an
open and lively multi-party system where
the ruling Malawi Congress Party (MCP)
government is involved with the opposition
parties in the transition towards democracy.
Malawi’s first multi-party general
elections in 30 years are scheduled for May
17, and significant steps have already been
made to lay the foundations for protection
of basic human rights for the future,
whichever party wins the elections and

control orders (house arrest) on grounds of
“preservation of public order” and arrest
critics of government who publish anything
likely to “undennine the authority of, or the
public confidence in, the government”.
“Any law permitting anyone to be
imprisoned on account of expressing their
peaceful opinions or beliefs in speech,
writings or publications, should be
repealed,” added the report.

AI also welcomed Malawi’s recent
accession to the International Covenant

on

Civil

and

Political

Rights and the

International Covenant on Economic, Social
and Cultural

Rights.
the Malawi government
ensures that these standards are incorporated
into domestic law and we urge Malawi to
further ratify the UN Convention against
torture and othercruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment or punishment and the two optional
“We request that

Protocols to the International Covenant

on

Civil and Political

AI

Rights,” said

an

official.□

whatever the nature of the new government.
An AI team which visited Malawi recently
noted with appreciation the important human

rights refomis which followed the June 1993
referendum and the government cooperation
with the United Nations Centre for Human

Rights. But it said further reforms are needed
to bring international human rights standards
fully into play in Malawi.
These include a Bill of Rights which
should be re-incorporated in the Malawi
constitution,

as

it

was

in 1964.

include the

preservation
principle that no amendment to the
Constitution may be arbitrarily undertaken
by any ruling party to abridge, abrogate or
abolish fundamental constitutional rights,
freedoms and guarantees, an independent
judiciary, a review of capital punishment,
unrestricted freedom of expression, and
prohibition and prevention of torture and
othercruel, inhuman or degrading treatment
or punishment.
AI also noted with concern that although
detention provisions in the Pre.servation of
Public Security Act have been removed, the
Malawi government still has the power under
the remaining sections for the Act to issue
Other

measures

of the
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The human

rights situation has dramatically improved in Malawi — Amnesty Internationl
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THE JEWISH CRUSADE IN AFRICA
John Edlin
SRAEL’S last

I

military adventure in

diplomats fear

Israel ’ s decision to send troops to Brazzaville

when airborne commandos struck

could escalate the conflict that has killed at

Kampala’s international airport and
hostages held by proPalestinian hijackers of an Air France
plane.
Now that the guns appear to be heading to
a final silence in the Middle East,
following
the signing of the historic peace pact between
rescued 106

Jerusalem and the Palestine Liberation

Organisation (PLO), last year, Israeli troops
are to

and

return to

the

arm

Africa

—

this time

to

train

security forces of Congo

(Brazzaville) in their offensives against rebel

guerrillas.
But back in Israel, several thousand

kilometres from the steamy tropical former
French colony, some Israelis fear their troops
will be

pitted against each other.

For the rebels themselves have

appealed
to Israel for instructors and weapons to fight
their five-month conflict that has threatened
to

Western and African

Africa was the celebrated Entebbe raid

erupt into a full scale civil war.
The

guerrilla-backed Liberal Party, in a
message faxed to several Israeli reservist
soldiers and politicians, said it wanted 500
troops and US$15 million in military
hardware.
In return, Israelis who volunteer will be

granted rights to exploit Congo’s treasure
trove of diamonds and gold.
The Jerusalem government had already
approved a multi-million-dollar deal for 20
re,serve officers to fly to Congo with weapons
to help train the government army.
“In the situation that has now been created,

it’s

possible Israelis will find themselves in
battle against each other,” Israeli state

least 155

people, mainly civilians, wounded
many others and prompted most embassies
to send their families home to safety.
In

one

skirmish between rebels and

government troops in Brazzaville, the
bucolic tree-lined capital, shots slammed
into US ambassador Bill

Ramsay’s official

residence.

The rebellion

triggered last October
opposition political groups charged
presidential and parliamentary elections,
the first democratic polls since independence
in 1960, were rigged in favour of Pascal
was

when

Lissouba, the
But

seven

exercise

was

new

head of

international

state.

judges ruled the

free and fair, but not before

annulling the election of three presidential
supporters and six opposition candidates
because of procedural flaws.
That left the president with 62 of the 125
seats in the legislature. But it left opposition
groups that raised the rebel army hopping
mad.

this result,” declared
former President Denis Sassou-Nguesso.
“When we complained about irregularities
we didn’t expect to lose more seats.”
An uneasy ceasefire has been in place
since February, but diplomats and aidexperts
fear fighting could flare at any time — with
without the Israelis.
“There’s all the usual elements of

a

Baptiste
Catholic missionary who

conducts services south of Brazzaville, scene
of several skirmishes. “We’ve got

statement, said: “All the contracts we have

only with legitimate governments

Africa, Israeli commandos stormed Entebbe

Oded Ben-Ami,

a recent

commentary.

spokesman for Prime
a clarifying

Minister Yitzhak Rabin, in

are

We have
any
24

no

.

.

.

infomiation whatsoever about

other contacts

or

deals.”

ambitions and

jealousies,

the PLO accord, to counter radical Islamic

influence

on

the continent.

Not that Israel has entirely

ignored Africa
after the 1973
Middle East War, broke diplomatic ties and
began flirting with Arab states.
since most governments,

Israelis have assisted with

agricultural
irrigation projects, helped train and arm
the palace guard of Zaire President Mobuto
Sese Seko and built hotels in Ivory Coast.
Israelis, in less overt roles, also helped
supervise the exodus of thousands of Black
Jews known as Falashas from Ethiopia
before military strongman, Mengistu Haile
Mariam, was toppled in a coup, and they
have secretly sent weapons to Christian and
animist guerrillas in southern Sudan who
are fighting against the radical Islamic
and

fundamentalist government
In their

ideological

war

in Khartoum.

in Africa, both

historic bonds with the continent. Both have

pledged, and given, hundreds of millions of
dollars in aid, investment and skills. And
both have stirred up

mistrust against each

other, the Israelis playing on African fears
of

Moslem-provoked terrorism; the Arabs
pointing to Israel as a longtime ally of South
Africa and the West.

political
hunger,
tribal rivalries—and we’ve got an awful lot
of guns.”
In the last major military forays into

television warned in

This time, they will not be going home
immediately. But their mission is seen as an
important diplomatic trophy in Israel's
ongoing offensive, revived recently with

an

African crisis here,” said Father

Bouenza,

Tel Aviv with few casualties.

Israelis and Arabs have claimed traditional,

“We cannot accept

or

to

power

Airport in July, 1976, freed the hostages
after a brief gun battle and flew them back

Israel’s African allies, however,

sing
praises — for its successes in
growing food On inhospitable land to
combating terrorism.
Jerusalem’s

Israel’s friends and foes will not be

watching keenly to see how its latest militaiy'
in Africa goes in Congo.
Diplomatic triumph could turn to military
tragedy if the rebels take up arms again
while the Israelis are on the ground — on
adventure

whatever side.G
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GUEST COLUMN

S

of the white racist minority and to be
brutally murderous against Blacks, it follows that the new government can only rule
if it does not tinker with white minority
privileges.
The TEC has been completely unable to
influence events due to its composition and
lack of loyalty and support from the civil
service. The new government will be faced by
exactly the same situation and its survival will
be guaranteed only by its subservience to

OLITH Africa is

ests

moving towards a
on April 27. But
settlement leading to the
vigorously challenged by the

general election
the

election is

Freedom Alliance (FA) and the

Black

Consciousness Movement (BCM) both
for different

reasons.

South African

politics has .seen a major realignment of forces in the last few years. This
is a product of secret negotiations between the
regime and a component of the liberation
movement which started around 1986 in prison
and in exile. Spearheaded and managed by the
South African Military Intelligence (MI), the
meetings in South African jails, in London
and other European and African capitals, laid

white racism.

all the

biting cultural, sporting and most
importantly, economic sanctions have been

Klerk and a section of the liberation movement.

lifted.

this alliance that convened the multi-

party negotiations that culminated

The BCM regrets the emergence of the de
Klerk alliance because it has frustrated efforts

determination of the election dates and the

movements.

was

in the
adoption of the interim Constitution, the
setting

up
Executive

of the struggling Transitional
Council

(TEC),

Whenever

problems developed with negotiations the
partnership retreated to hoshcrade (bush
councils) or other fonns of bilateral meetings.
In fact, real negotiations were at hosheraJe.
Whatever was agreed on at hosberade went to
Kempton Park under the so-called sufficient
consensus

doctrine.

Other parties on the South African political
had either to hobble alongside this
or

revolt. A collection of ultra-racist

and ethnic chauvinist

parties formed the loose

Freedom Alliance, partly toenable themselves
what

they perceived to be bullying
by the de Klerk alliance at the
negotiations, but also in order to represent
their dishonourable ideologies and policies
to counter

for

tactics

among the three liberation
The nature and character of secret

removals to

agreements militates against unity and has

can

succeeded in fragmenting Black resistance
against apartheid. Whereas in the not so distant
past patriotic political organisations
occasionally consulted one another about
issues of struggle, today, thanks to de Klerk's
divide and rule policy, they hardly speak to
one

the elections

Having been built on a foundation of
expediency rather than principles, both
alliances are essentially fragile and probably
prone to disintegration. In fact, perhaps
cleverly, the de Klerk alliance is trying to
exploit this weakness in the FA with the hope
of splitting it.
De Klerk values the moral and political
legitimacy of a component of the liberation
movement while the latter aspires for the state
power that he wields. So far. it is only the
regime that has benefitted from the partnership.
It has been embraced by the world, and almost

are

about and what

some

of the

implications would be:
Although a constitution for the country
has been drawn by the multi-party gathering through the adoption of constitutional
principles, the assembly emerging after the

•

elections will finalise the Constitution, provided that the constitutional
not
•

principles

are

altered.

Those elected

are

to enter a

forced coali-

tion government until the year 1999. This
was demanded by the National Party to
ensure

The

new

govern-

ideological and political diversity of the parties in the coalition would
render decision-making in the government
very tedious.
The police, army and the civil service are
to remain more or less as they are. These
having been trained to advance the inter¬
ment.

•

the w'eakness of the

return to

their land. No claims

be made for land stolen before 1913.

For people who have been victims of a
rigorous land robbery exercise and brutal
forced removals for over a period of nearly

four centuries, the attempts are too feeble
to make any sense. This would mean that
the policy of deliberate black impoverish-

another.

majority of South Africans do not
know what was agreed in their name at
hosberade except what was revealed at
Kempton Park. These indicate partially what

better.
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unity

•

ment

The vast

scene

alliance

majority of
implies that the white
settler-minority is given the monopoly of
force and violence. De Klerk has already
been warned of the possibility of a coup
again.st the post-election government if
whites find any cause for dissatisfaction.
There are some vague suggestions about
selling part of state land to blacks and a
complicated procedure for victimsofforced
liberation armies

the foundation for the alliance between de

It

The demobilization of the

•

will not be reversed and black partici-

pation in the economy of the country will
continue to be at the level of semi-slavery.
The
Park

political settlement reached at Kempton
legitimizes and entrenches white

supremacy.

Accordingly, the BCM stayed out of the
negotiations and decided not to field candidates
in the forth-coming elections, but to use the
election campaign to explain to our people the
futile

nature

of the election.

The BCM takes seriously the bellicose noises

from white neo-fascists and their ethnic
chauvinist allies in the bantustans

to

unleash

violence

against black people. Instead of
begging the.se forces to desist from their path,
liberation movements should unite their ranks
to

afford blacks maximum

ability to defend

themselves.
Mosibudi Mangena i.s BCM

Chairperson,

Editor’s Note: Articles for

this column should not
be accompanied by a
passport size photograph of the author.
e

xceed I 000 words and

must
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BUSINESS AND FINANCE

BUSINESS LINKS
FORGED
Tendayi Nyakunu
INKS

L

are

being cemented between

Black business and the African

National

of

gave the debate
vigorous character.
women

an even more

Congress (ANC) of South
probable role as the
prominent partner in that country’s

encounter

in 1990 and had

objective

a

future government.

between

Africa in its

The

picked

up

in this

relationship
considerably during a three-day

momentum

new

conference between Black business

organisations and the ANC at Mopani Lodge
in the Kruger National Park late last year.
According to the Portfolio of Black
Business in Southern Africa, the gains that
were made by the 200 Black business
delegates and 60 ANC representatives were
significant: the establishment of a basis for
mutual respect and recognition of the need
each has for the other.
A historic document, dubbed the

Mopani

Memorandum of Understanding, that bound
both

parties to working hand-in-hand for
the economic empowerment of Black South
Africans was a fitting climax to an encounter
that had initially threatened to be a noholds-barred verbal exchange.
The importance the “govemment-inwaiting” attached to the three-day ANCBlack Business Forum, co-ordinated by
publisher Willie Rcunoshaba, was underlined
by the political organisation’s decision to
send a 60-member delegation consisting of
such senior officers as Secretary-General,
Cyril Ramaphosa, and that party’s economic
department head, Trevor Manuel.
Black business was represented by a broad
cross section of organisations
including
Fabcos and Nafcoc which

sent

their

Secretary-Generals, Joas Mogale and Mike
Leaf, respectively.
Among the 200 odd Black business
delegates were a fair number of Black
corporate representatives who proved to be
a formidable

force which made an invaluable

contribution to debate. The strong presence
26

The summit

was a

follow-up to an initial
as

its main

review of the relationship
Black business people and the

ANC, and the establishment of a

common

understanding concerning appropriate
strategies and mechanisms to achieve Black
economic empowerment.

But it took some
tough talking and hard listening before the
two sides began to find common
ground.
What came through from the outset was
the fact that Black business was angered by
what it regarded as the ANC’s “pandering
to big. White business”. Black business was
clearly set on gaining nothing short of an
undertaking that the “government-inwaiting” did not sideline this sector when it

said. “Let

us

inter-relate

—

we want

Black business

spokesman Gaby Magomola told the ANC
delegation. “We feel like lepers. We also
had to fight through restrictions and with no
access to capital. We are a bunch ofbloodied
people and we have scars on our faces. We
have been viewed as sell-outs and as people
who were not at the cutting edge of change.
We would like to work with you but we do
not want to be taken for granted.”
Assertions that the ANC needed Black

to

be

there with

you.” Blacks, he added, would
not benefit from deals acquired
by Indians
and Whites supported by signatures from
the ANC’s top brass. “Stop giving letters of
introduction, thereby undercutting us,”
Mafuna charged.
Magomola was less scathing as he
reminded the

organisation that Black

business had borne its share of the brunt of
the

struggle against apartheid. “The ANC is
ignorant of Black business,” he said. “We
have fought against corporate South Africa.
While we were called sell-outs or worse by
Blacks, the corporate world

came to

power.
“We feel rejected,”

He stated that the Black business

leadership, which had as much expertise as
any other sector, felt hurt when not invited
to participate in technical committees. “We
need regular briefings with the ANC,” he

saw us as

radicals.”

Clearly stung by the sharpness of criticism.
Ramaphosa, decrying the lack of unity in
Black business, pointed to the difficulty of
dealing with individual groupings. Unity in
Black business was important at this stage,
he said, because this sector had a role to play
in shaping the future South Africa.
This assertion

was

underlined in the

Mopani Memorandum of Undertaking
which stated that the conference had

business people as much as

“identified the need for Black business

Mandela

organise itself in a strategic manner in order
to be better placed to take advantage of
opportunities in future. There was a general
understanding that Black business needs to
speak with one voice.
The ANC was also frank in its proposal
that Black business people should try to
improve their relations with theiremployees.
Proof that the initial “ventilating barrage”
was a healthy exercise was borne out
by the
fact that the conference, spurred on by
Ramaphosa’s measured reasoning, soon

they needed the
political organisation was forcefully driven
home as Magomola and consultant Eric
Mafuna, speaking on behalf of Black
business, harangued the ANC for distancing
itself from the Black leadership class.
Lamenting the “drifting apart” of the two
sides who came from the same background,
Mafuna
condemned
the
political
organisation’s “marginalising” of Black
business declaring: “de Klerk takes White
business when he goes overseas, but
never

does.”

to
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settled down to its main objective—finding
common

ground between “two long lost

brothers”. What seemed to irk most delegates
the realisation that, during all the years
polarisation, they had only been within
handshaking distance of each other.
Ramaphosa was quick to concede that the
ANC could have done more toengage Black
was

of

business, to better able to forward its views

multi-party negotiations at the World

at

Trade Centre. “We need

criticism,” he

observed. “That way, we get to
other. Black business has an

know each
important
contribution, and now is the right time for us
to

meet.”
The

politicians all but implored the
business people to back the ANC to ensure
that it gained a “landslide victory” in the
April 27 elections. “You helped in the
Namibian elections,” said an ANC delegate.
“Your taxis were there for Swapo, and now
your services will be needed on a larger
scale. Business must give support.”
Exhorting business people to rise to the
occasion, Ramaphosa said: “We expect from
you nothing less than was done forNamibia.
You have been there at the trenches

—

now

should be there upfront. Give us all the
we betray our cause.”
Among thorny issues that held up the
debate was the relationship between the
ANC and the Thebe Investment Corporation,
a discussion which took all evening.
The issue was raised by Xolani Qubeka
after his working group on “Opportunities
you

skills; otherwise

Ahead for Black Business” felt that Thebe’s
role should be debated

by the whole

conference.
Business

people vociferously expressed
competition from Thebe in
acquisition of deals with overseas

fears of unfair

its

investors and financial institutions. The issue
was

defused after acceptance

that
meet

a

Black

of a proposal
business delegation should

with Thebe.

A

comprehensive host of topics was
debated by working groups ranging from
affirmative action to investment

policy,
violence, privatisation, anti-trust and
unbundling, international lending agencies,
opportunities ahead for Black business
development, the establishment of an
enabling environment — which involved
the question of free political and business
activities—and Black business participation
Sapem April. 1994

during the transitional phase towards
democracy.
A tricky situation seemed to have
developed when a participant in a debate on
ending violence proposed that Black
business people should refrain from .selling
war toys such as guns. “You couldn’t
prescribe a better way to miss out on profits,”
one trader was heard saying privately.
Among the important elements of the
Mopani Memorandum of Understanding
was

the need to establish

a

impact on the various forums with regard to

policy formulation, for example, the
National Economic Forum.”

Equally important was the call for
legislation which would
“set clear negotiable targets to be achieved
in both management and business equity,
affirmative action

and, in addition, to establish

an

effective

monitoring process”.
Also brought out clearly in the
was

the need to review the

lending criteria of state institutions to address
Black business needs and the restructuring
of public corporations and parastatals to
reflect the character of society as a whole.
So, too,
of

was

Black business must brace itself to take up
the challenge of taking its rightful share in
this

was

liberation.”□

A series of

workshops between ANC
delegates and black business
organisations at the Mopani Lodge
conference distilled latest thinking on
key challenges facing the country.
Following is a summary of
conclusions:

AFFIRMATIVE ACTION

Major Issues Identified:
The need for legislation of Affirmative
Action (AA) to cover both private and
public sectors;

•

The AA should be broadened to in-

•

elude black corporate advancement
and the accelerated development of
black-owned business;
•

also the expectation

that Black

itself to play a role in the
forthcoming national elections.
A particularly encouraging a.spect of the
conference was that it presented a rare
opportunity for rival Black business
organisations to meet as a united group.
More than that, during the meetings before
the ANC delegation arrived, the Black
business organisations showed a willingness

selection of beneficiaries, sources of

RECOMMENDATIONS
•

ahead

was

quotas to be examined

agreeing on their de-

sirability;
•

Further discussions to be undertaken
in order to find broad agreement on
quotas, time frames and monitoring
mechanisms;

•

That AA initiatives be linked to aca-

demic institutions in order to

align the
supply of candidates to the demands
of the market;

•

business and communities their share in the

challenge
provided by ANC president

The issue of

with the view to

be self-critical.

economy of the country.”
But a forceful reminder of the

Some important considerations that
need further examination include the
funds for AA programmes and determination of individual eligibility.

and prepare

Crowning three days of forthright debate
was the observation
in the Mopani
Memorandum of Understanding: “The
summit underlined that the viability of the
negotiated settlement will depend on the
ability of the future society to afford Black

It is important to have black business
input in the development of AA legisla-

tion;
•

business would participate in voter education

to

major economic activity in order to

promote our development and total

domestic and international investors.
There

foreword to the

gearing themselves to exploit the expected
boom. As new opportunities begin to unfold.

the need for the establishment

National

Enabling Fund for Small to
Medium Enterprises and the agreement that
investment policy should be guided by the
National Treatment Principle governing both
a

a

Black Business

Caucus to enable Black business to “better

Memorandum

Nelson Mandela in

conference programme: . . . “to a large
extent it is the White companies that are

Debate

on

AA to be taken

beyond

sloganeering;
•

Commit all restructured

organisations

to AA.
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ECONOMIC PROFILE OF SOUTH AFRICA
1987

1988

1989

1990

1991

1992

GDP at market

164.5

198.1

233.4

264.2

297.9

327.1

GDP at constant

125.7

131.0

134.0

133.4

132.9

130.1

4.8

5.6

6.4

7.1

7.8

8.4

2.1

4.1

2.3

-0.5

-0.4

-2.1

1993

1994

A. MACROECONOMIC INDICATORS

prices, Rbn
(1985) prices, Rbn
GDP per head at market prices, Rbn
Real GDP growth, %
Consumer Price Inflation, %

16.1

12.9

14.7

14.4

15.3

13.9

29.6

30.2

30.9

33.6

34.5

Exports (fob), US$bn
Imports (fob), USSbn

22.4

22.4

23.4

23.7

23.6

17.1

16.8

17.0

17.4

18.2

Current Account Balance, US$bn

1.20

1.60

2.25

2.66

1.39

Population, million

10.0

B. EXTERNAL TRADE AND PAYMENTS

Exchange rate: R:US$
Foreign Reserves including gold, USSbn
Total External Debt, US$b; end period

2.04

2.27

2.62

2.59

2.76

2.85

2.17

2.03

2.40

2.95

3.19

22.6

21.2

20.6

19.4

18.1

17.3

101.6

108.5

109.2

109.3

104.6

101.2

103.3

101.9

100.0

98.5

99.7

24.0
19.3

25.3

1.03
3.35

-0.45

22.1

3.75

C. PRODUCTION INDICATORS
Total
Total

Manufacturing (1985=100)
Mining (1990=100)

-Gold, tons

607.0

621.0

601.0

613.0

25248

607.5
29958

605.1

22008

30291

29075

28226

-Copper
-Manganese

198

178

192

188

194

176

3294

4023

4884

4402

3146

2464

-Chrome

3862

4245

4951

4618

5100

3363

148

146

165

162

161

133

9051

8504

9116

8708

8431

10166

128.0

131.7

133.7

142.0

142.9

152.9

-Iron

ore

-Asbestos

-Diamonds, ‘000 carats
-Platium, '000kg

102.5

i

Energy:-Coal,

tons

177

181

176

174

178

174

134.8

140.8

146.2

147.1

148.9

148.2

-Centers

257

283

237

176

164

208

-Statellites

114

136

105

82

102

142

-Teachers

5126

6196

5707

4275

4385

5738

86366

104452

105166

67528

66794

80411

25689

23416

26941

24448

26714

28301

491

364

357

389

349

325

23038

39661

24160

23860

259805

54674
319749

31650

251118

267094

262511

m

-Electricity, gigawatt-hrs
D. EDUCATION INDICATORS

1.0 Adult Education

-Enrolment
1.1 Persons Trained

According to Various Programmes

Artisan

Training:-Apprentices

-Trainees enroled
In-Service Training:-

-Regional Training Centres
-Private Centres

-Training Schemes
Training of unemplyed and work seekers
E. ORIGINS OF

GDP, 1992

Agriculture, Forestry and Fishing
Mining and Quarrying
Manufacturing
Construction

5679

13680

22552

19686

13475

211829
19259

258517

242893

198915

169415

160555

137655

% of Total

9.6
24.9
3.0

Financial Sevices

15.6

Public Administration

15.7

Sources
EDI - Country Reports;
World Bank Economic

Services and others

27.3

Trends, 1993;

GDP at factor cost

100.0

F. COMPONENTS OF

GDP, 1992 % of Total
62.2
Consumption
Government Consumption
21.3
Private

Gross Domestic Fixed Investment

15.9

Change in Stocks

-0.9

Residual Item

-2.4

Exports of goods and services
Imports of goods and services
GDP at market prices
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G. PRINCIPAL EXPORTS, 1991

3.9

23.2

-20.0

-

Centre tor

US$bn

Gold

7.12

Base metals

3.23

Mineral products

2.54

Platium

0.96

Food, drink and tobacco

0.68

People’s

Research of the
HEWSSA TRUST.
South Africa

H. PRINCIPAL IMPORTS, 1991

US$bn

Machinery and equipment

4.70

Transport equipment

2.20

Chemicals

1.83

Oil

1.50

Base metals

0.75

100.0
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PERSPECTIVES

WELCOMING A FREE SOUTH AFRICA:
REMEMBER ALSO THE FOREIGN
NATIVES
IBBO MANDAZA
IT WAS Nkrumah who stated, more

I

thirty years ago, that Africa could
be free until the vestiges of
colonialism were completely removed
than
not

journey towards total liberation,
has become sadly an enduring and almost
permanent reality.

Africa’s

So, South Africa Day this month must

Independence of Ghana is
meaningless unless it is linked up with
the total liberation of the African
continent

(1957).

.

.

African, the European settler,
whether living in South Africa, Kenya,
Angola or anywhere else in Africa, is an
intruder, an alien who has seized African
land. No amount ofarguing about the .socalled benefit of European rule can alter
thefundamental right ofAfricans to order
their own affairs
(1963)
A.v long as a singlefoot of African soil
remains under foreign domination, the
world shall know no peace
(1960).
To the

.

.

be

.

.

So, with the arrival of African Majority
Rule in South Africa this month,
Nkrumah’s dream been realised at

has
last?

Will Africa have arrived at its historical

destiny?

acknowledgement of a struggle
well waged and a tribute to the millions of
our peoples that perished in the pursuit of
that goal. But it should also be an occasion
for reflection, about how best we can begin

the excitement that

grip Africa as Mandela takes the

oath of President, the

foregoing questions

render
anticlimactic what will otherwi.se be one of
raise such fundamental i.ssues

as to

humankind’s most historic events.

Forget

fora moment that South Africa itself assumes
new

status

with

an

ever

intensifying

struggle for the resolution of a National
Question more than three hundred years
old. More important, the fact that that
exerci.se in South Africa is likely to be
rendered more difficult by the new and
process of re-colonisation in Africa.
So that what Nkrumah expected to be only

current

a

temporary phase — neo-colonialism — in

Sapem April, 1994

African from the
border is ipso facto inferior,
and

the

eve

of the

twenty-first century.

an

For obvious reasons, it is the economic
loudest in any

analysis. Yet the cultural

and psychological

fabric of its people should

out

also be

so

self-evident,

as

both

a

reflection

of that economic and

political malaise and
reinforceful of the latter, and vice-versa.
Well, it is in Southern Africa in particular
that

we

have to contend with
are at once

colonialism

—

that

—

also

some
a

of those

testimony of

'White .settler colonialism

direct in its political and
impact and devastating in tenns

was so

economic

in the cultural and
psychological spheres. Where else but in

of its consequences

Southern Africa

—

and in South Africa in

particular—would you hear another African
greet you in such European terms: “Oh! it's
so nice to receive people from Africa . . .
When are you going back to Africa?” Read
Frantz Fanon’s Black Skins. White

for

a

more

describes

as

Masks

detailed analysis of what he
the “psycho-pathological and

the other symptoms

of this illness.

to denote

it means “those who eat people”. On a
personal note: you can easily understand
what fears might have haunted my mother-

in-law — who is Tswana — when she heard
I was about to marry
fifteen years ago!)

her daughter almost

belief, therefore, that

The related

Southern Africa has little in common with
the other parts or regions of Africa;

in which

argued that Southern Africans are
culturally different. Of course, both history
and geography become quite confusing as
the protagonist seeks to prove hi.s/her case
in the face of the fact that Bantu people span
it is

more

than half the continent, and are related

to more

than half of tho.se Africans who do

not carry

the Bantu nomenclature. Not to
point that nine out of ten times

mention the

that the Southern

African exclusivity is
claim to
the homogenity of the sub-region than a
sub-conscious acknowledgement, on the part

evoked, it has less to do with any

of the chauvinists concerned, that Southern

Africans

—

particularly Zimbabweans and

South Africans

—

have been

so

well

colonisers
African. Often overlooked
by the protagonist of narrow Southern

colonised into the image of their
than the average

African “nationalism” is the inherent

hierarchy of “nationalisms”: for example, a
Zambian assumes superiority over a
Tanzanian, a Zimbabwean over a Zambian
and

philosophical explanation of the state of
being” a modern African in a Whitedominated v/orld. But consider also some of

even
dangerous.
derogatory term used

African from north of the border; 1 iterally,

case

condition of the African continent that cries

a

among Tswana-speaking persons

•

economic, political and socio-cultural
conditions in which Africa finds itself on

features that

Notwithstanding

its

an

transform and transcend the dire

to

a

should

day for celebration for all Africans, as

a

both

.

.

north of your
uncivilised

{Makwerekwere is

from African soil.
The

The belief that any

•

a

South African

over a

Zimbabwean.

But then, there are more serious aspects
to

all this “narrow nationalism”; with the

real

danger that, if left unchecked, it could
29

PERSPECTIVES
undermine such positive historical, political
and economic factors that

might, with time

and attention, enhance regional cooperation
and

integration in Southern Africa. I refer
anti-“foreign native” mania that
is prevalent in the countries of Southern
Africa, particularly Zimbabwe, Botswana
and South Africa. The “foreign native” is
viewed as a greater threat than a White
expatriate. The narrow “nationalism” is all
pervasive, from the nationalist leader
category itself, even a amongst those who
here to the

have been hosted elsewhere in Africa for
years as

either refugees, students

or

exiles,

among the middle and wage-earning classes,
and even among the povo.

Johannesburg’s informal traders
declared war against foreign hawkers
yesterday, saying they would ‘eradicate’
them, using force if necessary
Madalani told the cheering crowd that
since they would not he allowed to work
in Nigeria, they should not allow the
Nigerians to come and work her.
‘We don’t want them
they must
pack and go, go out of the Republic of
South Africa’, the crowd murmured.
(Jacqueline Myburgh, “Foreign Hawkers
.

.

To

Be

Forced

Out”,

.

.

.

.

The

Star,

Johannesburg, March 10, 1994).

Such

are

the tendencies that

run contra

Pan

Africanism itself. Yet Pan Africanism
is not merely a sentiment; it is built out of a
common history that has been the African
holocaust, on a common struggle for
liberation, but also on genuine reciprocity
give and take — that characterises not
only African societies but all humankind.
Perhaps, it is asking too much in this era of

—

the assertive African “nation state” to remind
ourselves of the colonialist bases of
current

our

borders and “territorial integrity and

sovereignty”. But how

on earth can
Zimbabweans shout at other “natives” when

it is the latter that have also contributed

The founding fathers

of the OAU: (from left to right): Kwame Nkrumah, Sekou

Toure, Kenneth Kaunda. Will their dream have been realised
Day?

on

South Africa

to

the

development of the economy,
particularly the agricultural and mining
industries whose labour force remains

largely that of “foreign natives”? And what
would be the South African economy
without also the millions of “foreign

And what would be Southern Africa without

Africa and

the support of the rest of Africa, the OAU
and its Liberation Committee, and all those

and

in the

30

a

as

day for reflection,

African condition which,

is also

natives”, the so-called “migrant workers”
from throughout the sub-region and beyond.

African diaspora and beyond ?

beyond; a day of gratitude to
all who have contributed to the cause;

a

So, let SoutA African Day this month be

still

much an occasion for celebration by

dream.□

all in

so

about the
incidentally,

reminder that the continent is

far from

attaining Nkrumah’s
Sapem April, 1994

SPORT

TACKLING RACISM IN

ENGLISH FOOTBALL
Ian Brown

A

NYONE

clubs and the

senior

Chelsea

this

doing the rounds of the
football stadia in England

season

cannot fail to have

noticed the advertisements and posters
for the Commission for Racial Equality

(CRE) outside the grounds and similar

contained in the match
programmes. The CRE took its cue from
Italy where the players took the initiative
last season in an unprecedented campaign
against racism in the wake of a disturbing
background of xenophobia in parts of
Europe.
According to campaign co-ordinator,
messages

Louise Ansari: ”We’ve launched this

campaign with two main aims: to enhance
the image of the CRE and instigate specific
policies targetted at young people. We’re
concentrating on sport, and in particular
football and music, where we’ll be starting
a campaign next year.”
Thus press-packs and posters were duly
dispatched to all clubs which showed a
willingness to cooperate. Initially, about
two thirds of the 92 League clubs were
happy to oblige, with many of the others
being coaxed into believing in the
worthwhile nature of and need for the

campaign. The attitude of the major clubs
was deemed to be significant and there were
surprises and disappointments in this respect.
Everton were one of the 10 clubs to respond
to the CRE’s initial approach although the
club is one of the few in England to have no
Black players in its senior squad. Yet
Norwich City and Southampton, provincial
clubs renowned for their homely
atmosphere, refused to participate.
This came as a surprise to Ansari, who
said: “They claim that although they are
anti-racist, they don’t have a problem at
their grounds. But we contacted the local

pointed testimony of former
player, Nathan Blake, who
prompted club chairman, Ken Bates, to admit
that his club needed to improve its attitude
racism.

on

Blake, who

now

plays for Cardiff City,

presents an event more disturbing insight
into racism in football. The

regular barrage

of insults he received at Chelsea came from
team-mates

and

some

of the staff! Such

was

his

experience he almost quit the game
altogether, before Chelsea eventually
released him for turning up late for a youth
match, in spite of there having been a security
alert at his local tube station. “Every other
word was ‘coon’ or ‘nigger’. I got it all the
time, in training matches and even when I
washed the kit.”

On

one

occasion,

a

member of staff took

Blake and two other young Black players
aside and mentioned that he did not like

their haircuts. The other

players, Frank

Newton and Eddie Sinclair turned the other

cheek to preserve their Chelsea careers,
whereas Blake did not. He felt that he was

having a chip on his shoulder and his
Chelsea apprenticeship lasted a mere 15
seen as

months.

now a

Welsh Under-21 international

rated at £1 million and

on January 29, he
major upsets in the FA
Cup by scoring the goal by which Cardiff
defeated top league side Manchester City.

created

one

of the

While the CRE welcomes

initiatives

some

of the

authorities and fanzines and got a very
different view.” Perhaps we should not be

by the clubs, it is looking at the
potential influence of Black players at clubs.
“In general, though, it’s difficult to get hold
of players. It’s as if agents don’t want them
to get involved in politics because it might
affect their image,” said Ansari. While the
CRE campaign has been running throughout
the current season, it has only just got
underway in Scotland where the situation is

surprised at the blinkered view of

different in scale.
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some

January 13, the Scottish Professional

profile “Let ’ s Kick Racism Out of Football”
campaign with the initial support of 27 of
Scotland’s 38 senior clubs, including
Rangers, Celtic and Aberdeen. The
remaining clubs, mostly from Division 2,
are expected to be recruited as the season
progresses. The latter take the view that as
their crowds number only a few hundred
and there are no Black players in their
division, then there is no issue to be
addressed. However, the testimony of
Richard Cadette of First Division Falkirk

suggests otherwise.
In

league match against St. Mirren in
Paisley on January 3, Cadettewas the butt of
racist taunts and yet was promptly booked
at the end of the match for a two-fingered
defiant gesture to his tormentors in the home
crowd. When St. Mirren played Feyenoord
of Rotterdam in a UEFA Cup match in
1983, the great Ruud Gullit, now of
Sampdoria in Italy, recalled it as one of the
worst experiences of racial barracking in
a

his illustrious

career.

Two supporters are the subject of a report
to the procurator-fiscal in connection with

racial abuse directed at Cadette

However, things look rosy again for Blake
who is

On

Footballers’ Association launched their high

during

a

game against Dunfermline in December. A
similar case is also pending against a Hearts
fan

alleged to have shouted abuse at former
Rangers player. Dale Gordon.
In light of this, all Scottish clubs have
been urged to take a series of anti-racist
measures, including:
Outlining their opposition to racism and
stating the actions they will take against
fans who chant racist slogans, throw
•

missiles

or

abuse other supporters.

•

Ensuring that stewards and police have a
strategy to eject fans who behave in an

•

Taking action to prevent the distribution

abusive

or

offensive way.

of racist literature in and around the

ground

on

match days.Q
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SAPEM INTERVIEW

SADC; INVESTMENT FIRST, TRADE LATER
with South Africa, and

we

feel that the best way

deal with those issues is

through multilateral
negotiations. There are a number of bilateral
issues (for example the question of laborthat will
to

Kaire Mbuende, Namibia’s former deputy

agricuiture minister, has etfectiveiy taken over the
helms of the Southern Africa Deveiopment

Community (SADC), toiiowing his eiecfion to the
post in August, iost year. For the next five years,
Mbuende wiii preside over on institution that has
set for itseit the ambitious agendo of integrating
the diverse economies and peoples of ten
independent nations in Southern Africa. SADC’s
Executive Secretary speaks to SAPEM's Fernando

affect countries like Lesotho, Malaw'i and

Mozambique, that have workers in South Africa).
SACU is

entity to itself and we believe that
in terms of integration,
highly an undemocratic institution; we
an

S ACU has made headway
but it is

have advised those SADC States who
members

Gonpaives:

are

also

of SACU not to enter into any

negotiations with South Africa before we have a
dispensation; once South Africa is

democratic
How do you feel in your new
Executive Secretary?

job

as

democratised

SADC's

It is indeed a very challenging position, it is an
honor for me to have been appointed, to carry the
task of

creating a new Southern Africa. The
region is going through fundamental political,

must be

social and economic transformations. There is

to remove

a

increased and the
barriers

or

only way to do that is
constrains to trade.’ In

greater move towards democratisation. We are

Southern Africa

also moving

in terms of Zero tariffs. So from that

slowly away from the State directed

economies

to more

That is, of

course, a

still there will
create an

and

market-oriented economies.

positive development but
always be a role for the State, to

environment conducive to investment

development,

a stable and peaceful
environment but also to create corrective
in terms of

redirecting or facilitating
equitable distribution of resources, including
investment capital at the country and regional
measures

view SADC is

we

believe that

conceptually

a

we

have to talk

point of
different entity

from PTA.
But

one

will have

take

a

fresh look

the question of common external

tariffs) to SADC.
point the existence of SACU as a
separate entity would be superfluous.
at

which

There is talk of donor

praise ourselves in the Abuja Treaty;
we are part of the African Economic Community
and according to the provisions of the Abuja
Treaty, the community must be built through
sub-regional economic groupings. So we don’t
seem to have problems as a regional grouping;
and how the relationship is going to develop will
depend not so much on us but on the other side.
we

to

SACU. first of all

democratising it — and
there are a number of provisions that need to be
changed — and after that define the role of
SACU vis-a-vis SADC. We would regard SACU
as a sub-set within SADC and we can eventually
extend some of the provisions of SACU (such as
at

fatigue and obviously

SADC could be

one

is the present

attitude of the cooperating

of the first victims. What

partners regarding the provision of assistance
to SADC?

On the whole there is

How do you view the future relationship
between SADC and PTA or COMESA. Isn't

We have

there some duplication in the goals the two
organisations want to achieve?

havetherighttocallforthedissolutionotSADC.

goodwill towards SADC;
saying that regional integration is the
way forward in Southern Africa. Individual
member states of the region do not have the
capacity transfonnation that they would like to
bring about in their economies or societies.
Through regional cooperation they can bring

But

about those transformations. So there is

SADC and PTA

different entities. PTA

year in Gaborone, the SADC secretariat called

strong commitment on the side of donors to

as part of a global trend for trade
through the Economic Commission
for Africa. SADC is a product of the people of
Southern Africa for political and economic
liberation; so in the first place you have a
liberalisation versus a liberation perspective. Our
approach to integration is that markets cannot be
the basis for integration; we follow what we call
development integration, because as developing
countries our economies are not complimentary;
we do not produce commodities that we can
exchange. Obviously there is scope for trade and
that scope has not been fully exhausted, but
ultimately trade is an effect of investment and
production. We are also looking at the total
political environment, and therefore we are
developing programmes in politics, peace.
diplomacy, security and conflict resolution. We
also have important social and cultural
programmes through our Information and Culture
Sector. When it comes to trade we say ‘yes, the
present level of trade flow is not satisfactory, it

its members to opt out of the PTA or
COMESA. Was that not an indication of the
simmering conflict betw een the two
organisations?
That was more in the course of discussion
whereby we said that theoretically one would
eventually have to opt to go the one or the other
way, but we have at the moment a study and we

regional integration. There is al.so a strong
commitment from the donor community to SADC

level.

was

conceived

liberalisation

32

are two

never

called for the abolishment

dissolution of the PTA, and I don't think

or

they

during the last SADC conference, this

on

do not want to pre-empt the findings of that,
There is a joint SADC/PTA ministerial committee
and

we

expect that its report

will be debated at

donors

are

a

very

vehicle for the

regional integration of
Obviously there are problems
of resources; the West has been going through
recession, unemployment, etc., and therefore
one should not necessarily
expect the same level
of assistance as in the past, but the goodwill is
definitely there. We in SADC also believe that
as

a

Southern Africa.

we

have to look at

our own resources;

the whole

question of regional

or internal resources
both human and financial
is

different levels and a decision will be taken on
the basis of the recommendations that will be
made from that report.

mobilisation

In view of the fact that South Africa may soon

is also going to change from what it has been —
traditional donor-receiver relationship — to

join SADC how do

the role of the
Southern Africa Customs Union (SACU) in
the context of the

you see

new

a

straiahtforwardone. WehavepreparedforSouth
Africa joining SADC for many years. But there
are a

—

where we are going to emphasi.se more on
investment and trade. We would like to create

SADC?

The accession of South Africa to SADC is

—

very important. We also think that the relationship
between ourselves and our cooperating partners

number of issues that need to be negotiated

conditions conducive to investment and we would

I'ks our cooperating partners to invest in the
region to develop our mineral or agricultural
resources, and trade w ith us.U
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UR attempt in this
reconstruct the SAP

article is to
question in

a

general theoretical and ideological
permit a general
understanding of politics, class power,
dominance and class struggle in Nigeria. Of
course, underlying such a project is the
assumption that Nigeria is a neo-colonial state,
hence its incorporation into the orhit of the world
capitalist economy and its response to the dictates
and logic of that system in the pattern of capital
accumulation, uneven development and class
framework that would
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major thrust of SAP has been on fiscal
and monetary of exchange policies,
true to its monetarist background. Thus, the
emphasis has been oti attraction of foreign
exchange and foreign capital, foreign investment,
trade liberalisation or removal of protectionist
policies or import restriction or withdrawal of
State
intervention,
privatisation and
commercialisation, cut in provision of social
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deregulation of the economy
generally, and the devaluation of the Naira, or
allowing the currency tottoat and find a “realistic
exchange rate” through the market mechanism,
the diversification of the economy by exploring
other sources of sustaining the economy, such as
and wages,

Liquified Natural Gas Project (LNG),
marketing boards, etc.
These policies were to be pursued within the
framework of an economy that is disarticulated,
with little sectoral linkages, low level of
technological development, weak infrastructural
bases, extensive and excessive foreign
dependence and therefore vulnerable economic
system.'
The import of neo-colonial planning, which is
wrongly conceived as State interventiqni.sm, is
directed at managing the framework of capitalist
accumulation in a way that does not allow for
resource use and appropriation to be wholly
private or foreign. This notion is also rooted in
the historicity of the African capitalist economies.
Before we attempt a programmatic critique of
the SAP objectives, it would be apt to make two
major theoretical submissions. First. SAP does
not address nor does it seek to adjust the structures
of any economy. Rather, it seeks to consolidate
the

abolition of

such structures within the orbit of

capitalist
production relations. Furthermore, the concept

of structure is conceived in technist and
mechanical

sense

of market relations, fiscal

adjustments, efficacious commodity production
and exchange, etc. It is this wrong pre-occupation
with the notion of structure that makes SAP
address the symptoms or effects of the
economic crisis of the Third World.

so-called

Whereas, the structure of any economy

is first

and foremost made up of the productive forces or
human labour that engage

in reproduction, the
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instruments of production and the production
process.^ To identify crisis in an economy,
therefore, would entail an understanding of

underpayment of labour power, the disjuncture
between raw materials supply and
capacity for
production, the inability to reach optimal
production, which may be hinged on poor organic
link among the sectors, poor job conditions, etc.
This brings us to the second element, viz
supply side economics. Essentially, SAP is
concerned with maintaining equilibrium with
emphasis on Pareto’s optimal market. The
conventional neo-classical argument contends
that it is domestic monetary diequilibria that

has affected the

growth of industries, production

output, employment, etc.

Critique of SAP Objective

As

The first and fundamental

objective of SAP is
that it seeks to ensure
recovery and price
distortions in the economy. It does not address
the crisis as aspects of capitalist
cyclical crisis
and hence sees any form of
recovery as being
periodic, conjuctural and temporal. In other
words, the recovery from capitalist economic
crisis is not seen as part of a general
cycle which
is normal to the capitalist mode of
production
and exchange. Worse still, because S APdoes not
seek to address the specific nature of neo-colonial
capitalism, it therefore seeks to undermine and

crisis and therefore, by logical extension
requiring monetary adjustment to resolve the
crisis, hence the emphasis on cut in public
expenditure, fiscal policy, deflationary measures,
trade liberalisation and the
currency finding its
value through deregulation, etc.
The point is that supply-side economics
assumes and believes in the existence of a
perfect

only dubious,
they are nebulous and misleading. Thus, for
instance, “shock treatment” therapy that are
supposed to bring momentary and swift shock
and long-term relief, become
protracted,
unending and eternal. Policies that are meant to

market, which harnesses and

cover

causes

ensures

that

no

commodity lies idle without finding a realistic
demand or competitive market level as any “idle”
commodity may well have been held up as a
result of artificial or manipulative mechanism.
This view is

a

victim of

two

fallacies. First, all

prices are artificialities since the era of industrial
or competitive
capitalism has been transcended.
Monopoly capital does not allow for competition.
At best, it allows for oligopolists. Thus for a neocolony, as Akpan noted, monopolies as
represented by the Multinational Corporations
(MNCs) engage in market control and create
distortions by underpaying workers, repatriating
excessive profits and so on.^ Again, under FEM,
the dollar was deliberately made scarce so that it
can appreciate
against the Naira. For instance, in
1990
but

some

20,19 billion dollars

only 2,50 billion dollars

was

demanded

required. This
had the effect of artificially reducing the value of
the Naira. Second, for every
commodity
produced, it has to be reproduced and the dynamic
nature of the cost of
reproduction must be taken
into account (rather than being wished away or
given a detached and independent status in the
market). For instance, the cost of a pair of shoes
cannot be less than the cost of
production of
those shoes nor can it assume an independent
status outside the
input that makes for the
production of the shoes.
Supply-side approaches to crisis-solving can
at best only mitigate the crisis
by temporary
relief to balance of payments (BOP), inflation
and

so

on.‘' This may

retrenchment,
crucial

cut

was

entail workers’

in social services, etc. One

problem with neo-colonial capitalism is
the issue of re-investing accumulated capital for
the purpose of expanded reproduction. This void
34

with the metropolitan

capitalist class that have

benefitted from the present liberalisation of trade.

threaten the survival of these economies. Policies
therefore predicated on them are not
but

short-term objectives of BOP correction,

so-called

price distortions and exchange rates
problem, become the base upon which long-term
objectives of growth, etc., are predicated upon.
In this regard, lowering of wages, so-called

a

corollary, the devaluation of the Naira

benefited the

has

speculative class. The objective is

that the Naira should find

a

“realistic

exchange
through

rate”. As it stands. State intervention

SFEM and FEM. the u.se of autonomous and
black markets have caused speculation and
artificialities in the exchange system. Indeed, the
very idea of government’s weekly declaration of
the exchange value of the Naira to the international
currencies presupposes that the State determines
the value of Naira. Quite
deliberately, the
government ensures that the Naira value responds
to

the

logic of its own dictates which at any rate
production system or the so-called

is outside the

market forces.

Whereas it is known that the pound sterling
and the American dollar are

facing severe hyperinflationary trends, the Nigerian government
deliberately undervalues the Naira exchange rate
to those currencies. At the time the
Nigerian
government

instructed all parastatals, ministries
corporations to transfer their

and government
accounts to the

about

to

Central Bank, several banks were

fold up and the international currencies

depreciated

to the Naira. The Nigerian
responded by pegging the dollar

deliberate efficient allocation of resources, etc.,
which are meant to attract international financial

government

speculators, money-lenders and multinationals

exchange rate and it assisted some of the banks
with money in order to bid for foreign currencies.

became the base upon which enduring neocolonial economic polities are built. However,
as we

earlier adumbrated,

no

country under the

SAP therapy has any success story to tell. Rather,

they have been plunged into deeper economic
crisis.

The central objective of the

ideology of market
import
and export licensing schemes,
deregulation of
interest, removal of price controls and the
abolition of commodity boards. In all these,
wages were not however, deregulated. A cheap
forces under SAP, led to the abolition of

labour force

emerged.

Government tariff reforms have only favoured

imported rather than local goods which have
high import input content. And rather than
promoting export, trade liberalisation has
facilitated the killing of local initiative. Smallscale industries

are

open to unnecessary

competition from foreign firms who enjoy
economies of scale. Protectionism

was

a

precondition for the expansion and
development of capitalism in Western Europe.
Even at the monopoly state, capitalism carved
spheres of influence and the advocacy of freenecessary

trade became moribund. But protectionism is not
seen as

necessary in Nigeria.
Devaluation and Speculation

It should be added that it is the commercial,

compradorial, finance and merchant class, along

The rate of devaluation of the Naira is not
measured against

productivity output in Nigeria.

This makes the entire concept

of "reali.stic
exchange rates” abstract and misleading. In
classical political economy,
money or the
mechanism of exchange is a reflection of value
or tangible
goods. However, under SAP the
Naira only reflects a perversion of its
opposite in
the

exchange

Added

process.

this, the credit system remains
restrictive and the majority population,
especially
the peasantry, operate outside it. This is
inspite
of the role of the People’s Bank and
Community
Bank. The Stock Exchange remains an edifice
were

banks

to

stocks
now

are never

exchanged. Commercial

function

as

merchant banks and

merchant banks declare super

after tax profit
merely by buying and selling (and intermittently
speculating and hoarding) foreign currencies. In
other words, rather than facilitating
production
in the economy, they speculate over currencies.
There is a proliferation and boom in
mortgage
banking whereas no additional properties or
buildings are constructed. It is therefore not
surprising when it is realised that although there
is generally low production, mass
poverty and
unemployment in the economy, yet the banks
declare super profits. This is in a situation where
the world market, the internal logic of hostile
Sapem April. 1994
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economic politics have not encouraged the growth
of industries and

agriculture.

Agrarian and Industrial Crisis
Quite systematically and gradually, several
are folding up and workers retrenched
becau-se of the country’s inability to import basic
raw materials or even machinery. In agriculture
industries

agribusiness, capital intensive agricultural
modes are pursued. The emphasis is on industrial
and export commodities. The peasantry is
marginalised. Fertilizer is sold to the peasant at
and

exorbitant and unaffordable rates. Food

production, which is his traditional specialty at
the level of subsistence farming, is discouraged.
He is left with archaic and out-moded farming
implements. The ultimate abolition of the
marketing boards has meant to the peasant,
exposure to an unstable pricing system for his
commodities. Lack of access to credit facilities

problem of drought and famine
have all come to affect the peasantry and
exacerbated the agrarian crisis.
In all this, the State plays an interventionist
role in the interest of monopoly capital and the
local dominant class. For instance, only kulaks
and multi-nationals can take loans and pay the
high interest rates demanded by banks in order to
finance agriculture. Even where peasant
production witnes.ses a boom, it has been an
accident of good climatic conditions. The increase
in prices of cash crop earnings of the peasants as
in cocoa, are nothing compared in real terms
with the hyper-inflationary trend, the high cost
of transportation due to withdrawal of subsidies,
the galloping and alarming rate of depreciation
of the Naira and the general fall in the standards
of living.
SAP is unable to meet its employment
generation objective because of the pursuit of the
supply-side economic principle and the technical
or organic composition of capital on the part of
multi-nationals who dominate the economy.'’
Supply-side economics allows for a very low
level of economic activity, especially with its
heavy reliance on foreign exchange which serves
as inhibition to economic pursuit. Because of the
low level of labour utilisation and high capital
and technological content of multinational
companies, they require a small labour force and
intensify the rate of exploitation. Thus there are
a very few MNCs with up to 500 workers in their
employment today, in Nigeria.
Negative Impact of Privatisation
Whilst SAP emphasizes self-reliance, it,
however, advocates for debt equity swap and
privatisation. The debt equity is more of a return

and the natural

to

SAP has failed on all scores. Rather than

mitigating the economic crisis in Nigeria, it
has worsened it. Unemployment has assumed

monumental dimensions.

result of the debt we are said to be
owing them. They are to operate and manage
those outfits until they recoup the monies owed
them. The privatisation policy is meant to auction
public enterprises so that they can be run more
“efficiently and profitably". As Eskor Toyo
argued, efficiency and profitability are not
synonymous. At any rate, certain public utilities
carry out basic social and public services which
are immeasurable and priceless to the public.
Even with the vacillation of Western Europe,
between monetarism and Keynesianism, such
basic utility objective of public enterprises is still
recognised. Privatisation has resulted in high
economy, as a

prices of services due to new commercial charges.
Operational rescheduling or diversion of routes
(as with NNA), workers retrenchments as a way
of cutting costs, etc. Nigeria does not have a
strong industrial base.
At any rate, the development of capitalism can
be easily facilitated through the development of
the basic modem industries as iron and steel, fuel

construction, etc. Very few Nigerian
capitalists are keen on exploring such areas either
because of the high capital and technological
component of those outfits or because the larger
percentage of the Nigerian appropriating class
are involved in primitive accumulation. Indeed,
some of the enterprises being privatised made
profit, but had it appropriated by corrupt

and power,

management.
The withdrawal of

subsidy on essential items
negative effect on

and social services had a

production output. The able-bodied manpower
capacity is reduced due to lack of subsidy to

colonial liberties for multinationals who now

leverage to take over some of the vital
strategic departments and companies in the

have the
and
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lead to

mass

repression, militarism and draconian decrees
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government

hospitals. Skilled

manpower

reduced with the withdrawal of

education,

is

subsidy to

etc.

SAP has failed

on

all

scores.

Rather than

mitigating the economic crisis in Nigeria, it has
worsened it.

Unemployment has assumed

monumental dimensions;

In our view. SAP has merely

The central

ideological thrust of SAP is that it
is 0 foreign and imperialist project, which
some fractions of the Nigerian dominant class,
through the State, shamelessly adopted as
their original, so-called “home-grown”
programme.

deflationary measures

have

produced hyper-inflation; industrial
production remains low. trade liberalisation has

only created room for the multi-nationals to
repatriate more capital, and for corrupt State
officials and comprador bourgeois to appropriate
more

social

surplus. Very few foreign investments

have been attracted. The

SAP have led

to

pernicious policies of

social crises,

making for
governmental instability and the so-called
unstable "investment climate”.
The

this

wrongly addresses the

of the crisis of the

crisis of the
of State

Nigerian economic is

expenditure

not the result

spending on social
Nigerian consumption habit and the

services.

over-valued currency.

or

Rather, it is a result of the

tendential rate of profit to
between

fall, the contradictions

national and international accumulation. Thus,
understand the basis of the crisis, we need to

appreciate the fact of the capitalist nature of the
dominant sectors of the
more

Nigerian

importantly, its status

the orbit of the international
The current economic
makes useless any

economy

and

neo-colony in
capitalist system.

as a

performance of Nigeria

petty-nationalist claims that

SAP is homegrown or auto-tochnous to the people
or

that it is

of the

decimated

deliberate and

independent decision
government devoid of international
a

or

pressures or foreign interest.’ The question is,
why is SAP serving foreign interests and some

access;

a

importers who have

access to

earn more

by such

fraction of the Manufacturers

Association of

Nigeria who

a

few. the

apparatus.

economic

component

programme,

there emerged, at the insistence of

the State,

of the transition

political class whose ideology

a

corresponds with the SAP agenda. This project
was

achieved through increased authoritarianism

and it is being sustained through mass repression,

militarism and draconian decrees.
For instance, government
no

alternative

to

insists that there is

SAP and it is intolerant to any

opposing view. Opponents of SAP were seen as
attempting to "undermine the transition
programme" during the Ibrahim Babangidadays.

They

were

Rule Tribunal"

or

the “Economic

Recovery

are now

able to

reformulated the
realignment of class forces,

the accommodation of

and the continued

of the State

use

conditions

assume

In the end. the
is consolidated within the clutches of
imperialism and the imperialist financial
institutions and money lenders. The outcome has
been increased popular resistance and clamour
for political democratisation or reforms.
economy

Let us examine
made in

some

.some

we

have

interventionism been increased? First, more than
before, the State

ever

now supervises and
exchange rates and the Naira value.
The State, through the Central Bank, also
performs roles hitherto performed by commercial
banks and other agencies. Second, even the so-

monitors the

cal led return to market forces or market
economy
is

a

conscious drive and

a

policy originated,

nurtured and conducted by the State.

For instance,

it takes the government, and not the
logic of
investment possibilities and opportunities, to
convince foreign investors to come and invest in

Nigeria. The entire Jamboree of "Economic
Diplomacy” being pursued through the Ministry
of External Affairs and the use of the
Ministry of
Infomiation attaché in Nigerian embassies abroad
are meant to

Third,

promote this.
home, the

even at

market is

a

return to the

logic of

mechanical function of the State

Tribunal". But it should be noted that the market

through the agency of the Technical Committee

model of an economy which SAP seeks to create
does not find reflection in a liberal democratic

on

regime. This is

a

appropriation

or

function of the mode of social

capital accumulation viz
monopolistic fomi of accumulation, primitive
accumulation and petty

commodity mode of

the interventionist and

ideological role of the

State under a SAP regime.Biersteker identified

six fomis of State economic intervention in

a

classical State

rates

deregulated and Naira value arbitrarily

determined, the State consciously subsidises
certain sectors. At

a

distributors, used

car

government

point it

him, the Structural Adjustment

Programme has re-oriented this role and
new

forms of intervention in the form

and black market.*

of influence and mediation, redirected others

At the receiving end are members of the petit
bourgeoise, the working class, the peasantry and I

such

as

regulation and distribution and reduced

its association with

production and planning.

was

spare-parts

importers, etc., now
has returned to facilitating the

implementation of SAP.

facilitated

of selective

discriminatory auctioning of Nigeria’s
Strategic State Enterprises to members of the
ruling class. The method of return to market
logic through the TCPC is distortive and unjust.
Fourth, the State has not allowed the logic of
to determine all sectors of the
economy.
Whilst wages and salaries are fixated and market

bourgeois scholars honestly admit of

to

one

and

market

accumulation.’’

Some

Privatisation and Commercialisation (TCPC).

The role of the TCPC has been

However,
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little details. How has the State

than hitherto; the bankers, money

speculate under SFEM, the autonomous market

of

monumental dimensions and

which it has banned

financial touts who live on collecting commission

as a context

recovery or growth is out of sight.

import raw materials and spare parts much easily

or

class entrants, the

primitive accumulation, corruption, the
promotion of white-elephant projects and the
restriction of democratic participation. The
structural inhibition of the economy persists, the
debt crisis is heightened,
worsening social

setting viz. influence, regulation,
mediation, distribution, production and planning.

racketeers and

new

pervasiveness of the repressive role of the State

either arraigned before the "Civil

Role of the State

These local dominant classes include the

foreign exchange and who

groups

Furthermore, in vie w of the fact that SAP was the

fractions of the local dominant cla.ss?

exporters and

fierce

banned.

Because SAP has benefitted

social

production and private
appropriation, and the contradiction between
to

political rights denied and organised

working mechanism of the State

Nigerian economy. In
regard, it administers wrong therapy. The

causes

a

struggle. Popular and political challenges
have been posed to the State and it responded
through increased authoritarianism and
repression. Civil liberties are often curtailed,

government has decided to make it part of the

Ideological Implication of SAP

SAP failed because it

the De Classe. This has culminated in
class

role of the State, the

importation of items

as

agricultural pesticides
at

the outset of the

Fifth, the State has

not showed discipline
cutting on excesses and unnecessary
spending. For instance, the government has
supported the frivolous forces in Liberia, donated

toward

enormous

sums

to

the

Nnamdi Azikiwe

Foundation, the African Bar Association, the
Sapem April. 1994
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Perfonnance Musicians Association of

(PMAN). etc. It is

even worse

Nigeria

organisations and agencies are not related to
direct production or productive ventures.
Sixth, this a corollary of the foregoing,
establishments such

as

MMSER, DFRRI, Better

Life for Rural Dwellers,

Peoples Bank, etc., have
not had any direct impact on the productive
economy nor has it mobili.sed rural resources for
economic growth. Rather, they have served as
instruments of sensitising the countryside to the
corresponding ideology of the State.
Seventh, the ideological phrase-mongering of
grassroots democracy and guided democracy is
an
illustory political project whose main objective
is to rationalise SAP, the State’s neglect of its
social responsibility to the people and its
increasing authoritarianism, which is a neces.sary
concomitant of the pursuit of SAP. It is known
clearly that the so-called grassroots democracy,
exemplified in the mechanical imposition of the
two-party system, militarisation of the political
process, proliferation of local governments and
so-called increa.sed local government autonomy,
are all conducted in a hostile economic
environment that makes the grassroots apolitical,

patronising and cheap.
At the level of the

working class, students and
professionals, the syndrome of patronage,
clientelism or co-optation and bribery have been
in vogue." In the alternative, high-handedness
or
repression had been used to silence those
forces or cajole them into accepting the State’s
programmes and policies.
The central ideological thrust of SAP is that it
is a foreign and imperialist project, which some
fractions of the Nigerian dominant class, through
the State, shamelessly adopted as their original,
so-called "home-grown” programme. The
Nigerian toiling people were never party to its
adoption and are therefore opposed to it. just as
they opposed and rejected, through a popular
the

i

Conclusion

because all the.se

debate, the IMF loan.

I

1

link between all

these and the transition

programme.
The government

has responded by forming
invisible propaganda outfits such as the

Committee for Patriots, the New Breed, the
Third Eye, etc., and promoted the fomiation of
some

NGOs which it

from UN

now assists to get funding
agencies or other such establishments.
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The advocates that SAP is

especially Ibrahim Babangida, The Jaji .Address,
1989, Tony Momoh letter to my countryman: On

of SAP, its

underlying philosophical premi.se. its
objective and how it has sharpened the
class struggle.
Contrary to the objective it sought to fulfill,
SAP has produced the opposite result. External

SAP and 30

The

mass
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‘RACE’: SOUTH AFRICA’S CENSORED
FOUR-LEHER WORD
Desiree Lewis
HERE has

T

always seemed to be

vibrant controversy

very

around race in South

Africa: the Pan-Africanist

Congress’

(PAC) split from the African National Congress
(ANC) in the fifties, liberal challenges to
colonialist and Afrikaner nationalist chauvinism

in the fifties and sixties; Black Consciousness

(BC) opposition to liberalism in the seventies;
the neo-Marxists’ revision of the seventies and

eighties. But the outcome of these battles reveal
the loading of the dice: demands for nonraciali.sm. for class analysis, for the spirit of
negotiation or various other rousing urges have
always silenced discourses around race.
Black Consciousness
In many

other African countries, there was an
immediately before and after
independence — of cultural nationalism and
upsurge

the superstructure

—
not really that different
approaches. Since South African
society was emphatically capitalist and needed
to be explained by the logic of
capital
accumulation, all else was secondary. Anyone
who spoke the language of racial politics was
politically or intellectually backward.
Neo-Marxist Critique
As a student, my initiation into the social and

from liberal

intellectual culture of neo-Marxist revisionism,
tried to identify in as many ways as possible

we

with the
any

working class. Above all, we avoided
treacherous tendency towards racial

consciousness, the petty bourgeois indulgence
of, inter alia, Negritude. post-colonial elites and

sciences and humanities came via the neo-Marxist

‘problematic’ political philosophers like Julius
Nyerere and Kenneth Kaunda.
It is this wholesale di.screditing of race which
swamped emergent analysis of race in South

critique of what

Africa. The neo-Marxists, with their authoritative

my trendy lefty lecturers called
’conventional liberal wisdom’. Extremely

anxious, of

course,

about

advocate of “conventional

being labelled

an

wisdom", 1 echoed
class line. I and
back on ‘Black-

with great gusto the revisionist
other Black students turned my

publications, persuasive leftwing rhetoric, and
influential channels for disseminating theory
and ideas, definitely won. They also had the nonracial alignment of the Mass Democratic
Movement (MDM) on their side, and for a long

—

theories about

race.

Various African-centred

philosophies countered the way Blacks were
defined as dependent or peripheral ciphers in
colonialist history or definitions of White
subjectivity. What is important is not that these
phi losophies offered definitive blueprints for the
post-independent period (in fact, they did not,
very often helping to disguise abuses of power
among Black elites), but that they played a
rehabilitative role, enabling Africans to re-orient
themselves politically, culturally and
existentially, and to explore the need to develop
independent models for defining identity and
individual and social

destiny.

We did, of course, have Black Consciousness

in the seventies. At this time, the death of

oppositional theory and politics, the banning and
silence within the country of the ANC and PAC,
meant that BC was the most prominent
oppositional force, giving a definitive direction
to resistance. But BC had a remarkably short
history and was quickly displaced by discourses
of class and non-racialism.
One

reason

for its

short life

was

the

consolidation of neo-Marxist
influential

theory by an
clique of White leftists academics

and intellectuals. Most members of the revisionist
school

were

their work

based outside the country,

although

played

a powerful role in shaping a
dominant left tradition in South Africa. With a

dexterous

pre-emption of BC’s claim in South
Africa, neo-Marxists argued that the ideology
was false consciousness, petty bourgeois, and—
because of its pre-occupation with ideology and
38

South

African scholars avoided “problematic” political philosophers like Julius Nyerere and

Kenneth Kaunda

as-struggle’ and soberly reassessed the situation.
The situation was basically this: All essays, if
they were to be taken seriously, would — in the
strongest possible terms — repudiate
‘conventional wisdom’ and clearly define the
writer’s Marxist affiliation. In the eighties, this
meshed conveniently with the non-racial and
ANC-orientation of the United Democratic Front

(UDF) to define a roughly Maoist sense of the
intellectual/student’s role. Conduct and physical
appearance reflected the theoretical class line.
The serious, combative revolutionary look was
in.

Linking the politics of the UDF with the

time,

theories of modes of

dominated

historical,

production have
sociological and

anthropological research, while Althusserian
a
respectably Marxist
climate for ‘dealing with’ culture.
Today, the legacy of monolithic Marxist
categorisation is a shallow insight into the
particulars of struggle and resistance in the
country, reductive approaches to culture, ideology
and consciousness and a glaring gap in
models have created

theorisation around

race.

Prospects for re-situating race are not
particularly promising. The reason for this is not
Sapem April, 1994
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only the achievement of the neo-Marxists who
set the revisionist agenda in the first place or
economically and politically dominant White
groups whose future interests obviously demand
a

commitment to 'non-racialism". The main and

disturbing reason is very similar to why in
eighties, 1 and many other Black students
shouted long and hard in favour of class.

more

the

This

reason

Racialism,

we

is Blacks' embarrassment.

have been

encouraged to feel, is

the

problem. Why reinforce this oppressive way
of thinking'? Why submit to the categorisations
of the rulers by affirming your racial
consciousness'? Why admit to the reality of what
is, after all. nothing but a discursive construct, an
ideological tool? How can you be so naive, so

gullible,

so

easily brainwashed?

Embarrassing Reflections

Revealing reflections of this embarrassment
books, both published in the nineties,
about BC. Bounds ofPossibility: The Legacy of
Steve Biko and Black Consciousness (1992), is a
collection of essays, edited by Barney Pityana.
Mamphela Ramphele, Malusi Mpulwana and
Lindy Wilson. The contributors were either
are two

affiliated to the movement in the seventies

or

friends and

colleagues of Steve Biko. The
impression I got from most of the essays was that
their writers, who tend to adopt a rueful the-waythings-were-back-then tone, were almost
desperately determined to anchor BC in the past.

^ndsofPosMDr
Tks

Liiacy sf Stevi Biki »ni
Black Coiscliisness

Have

they addressed the question of race in South Africa?

glib thrust of this argument is reflected in the
essays which follow: retrospective looks at BC
with very little attempt to address the way
discourses of race
in both politics and
scholarship — have been sidelined in the last
decade, or to consider exactly what BC implied
then, precisely what it would entail now. and
how its critique of White paternalism and Black
complexes of dependency remain valid.
The second book. Themba Sono's Reflections
on the Origins of Black Consciousness in South
Africa (1993), overtly moralises on the role of
race-oriented theory today. Arguing explicitly
that race has no place in contemporary politics of
liberation, Sono suggests that even Biko would
have endorsed the tolerance and negotiation of
our current political climate. To a far greater
—

extent

than the earlier book, then, this is a book

which rules out

a

category in South

place for

race as an

analytical

Africa.

Race Theories and White

Supremacy

Years ago.
Blacks, when

Frantz Fanon commented that
drawing attention to the facts of
White supremacy, and to the inevitable
psychosocial effects of White racism, are
routinely labelled racist, although the point of
their critiques is not usually to assert some
counter-racist image of White racism, but to
initiate a radical means of redressing racialism.
If this is not done, non-racialism simply renders
racialism invisible, since racialism cannot be
I«l«n PITUNA

wished away, and non-racialism will not merely
disappear when hegemonic philosophies say so.

MAMPIEU MMPIELE

MAlltl MPIMIIIIANA

UNIT HIIUIN

This

was

the

crux

of the divide between the

PAC and the ANC in the fifties. Now that the
What also struck
the book

me

about the overall tone of

the

tendency to assume
continuation and survival of the BC legacy.

the
The

introduction,

as a

was

defining the heritage of BC

'way of life', argues that it was steadily

incorporated into the MDM during the eighties,
particular organisation's
claims to the legacy incorrect. The somewhat
and that this makes
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difference between the two

formerly exiled
organisations is once again prominent, it is
disturbing how this central concern has been
discredited, misrepresented and marginalised by
the appeal currently imbued in the 'spirit of nonracialism' and the heavy suspicion—rife among
Black and White South Africans

con.sciousness.

—

about racial

On the

political level, there has been the same
discrediting of race theorisation that

concerted

has marked academia, and since the ANC has the

support of the Nationalist Party and the .state's
apparatus to promote its philosophy, it is the
ANC, and definitely not the PAC, which is
as the sane deliverer of goods for a
future multi-cultural and non-racial South Africa.

emerging

Insisting on race as a legitimate and necessary
of analysis is automatically equated
with primordialism, futile extremism,
irrationality, violence and impractical politics.
We see this, for example, in the pained and
knowing expression that many (progressive)
White academics suddenly assume when any
Black person brings up the subject of race. This
look usually reflects one of three thoughts:
1.
“Another affirmative action opportunist
after my job!”;
2.
"I really don't think I can handle another
lunatic with an inferiority complex today.”;
3.
“Oh dear, 1 recognise this type.”
The stereotyping of theorisation around race,
together with the rhetoric of non-racialism, then,
have eroded scope for the kind of consciousnessraising and assertion that usually accompanies
the dismantling of White rule in Africa — and
which, one would expect, is particularly important
in South Africa. Of course, this spirit has not
evolved naturally. There has been an active
ranking of political philosophies in the media, in
academic institutions and publications, through
official, authoritative and powerful academic
and political networks to coerce what is in effect,

category

a

blindness

to

racialism

as

‘non-racialism'.

are defined monolithically,
and this makes it difficult for political groups and

Analyses of race

scholars to invest them with any other logical
and emancipatory meanings. What this often
means

is that any sort

needs

to

of analysis around race
accompanied by elaborate and
painstaking justification. It makes one wonder
about how many changes there will be in a new
be

South Africa.Q
39
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PROSPECTS FOR A DEMOCRATIC SOUTH
AFRICA
Vincent Maphai
URRENT

political developments in
typically issue mixed
signals of optimism and ftessimism. If
one casts one's mind three years ago. the current
developments in South Africa are short of
remarkable. Until the nineties, the general
perception was that political change in the country

C

.South Africa

would not

come

“in

our

lifetime". Yet.

a

great a

deal has taken

place since President de Klerk
unbanned political organisations and. together
with the African National Congress (ANC),
launched the country on what is widely
acknowledged to be an irreversible path of
political liberalisation.
Furthennore, given that the negotiation process
was based on the principle of sufficient consensus,
it is surprising, not only that there were as many
participants in the process, but also that these
paiiicipants eventually agreed on an interim
constitution.
The .South African transition process

precedent. Although

a

is without
supportive international

environment contributed to the

success

of the

the process was largely managed
internally. Although there were international
pressures, particularly from the British and
process,

American

governments, the process was

essentially sustained and directed by the
prevailing and perceived sense of hurting
stalemate on the part of the key actors. Of course,
the fact that the system was internally managed,
made it extremely susceptible to deviousness
and violations by all actors. In fact, had there
been international refereeing from the outset, the
process could perhaps have been expedited, with
fewer human casualties than the country has
witnessed.
Is South Africa

Ready for Elections?

that, both in tenns of the constitutional process

itself and the ultimate elections. South Africa
ill have to be

judged, not by the heights it has.
or may attain, but
by the depths from which the
country has recently emerged.
w

All indications

are

that the A!\'C under Mandela will win the elections.

constituency of monitors, observers and media
runs

into several thousands. South Africans of al I

shades and

persuasions have also been mobilised

into various roles in order to

elections

These observations should be borne in mind,
so

All indications

are

ensure

that the

free and fair.

All indications

are

that the ANC will

w

in the

first elections. Claims

by the National Party (NP)
and the Pan Africanist Congress of .Azania (PAC)
that they hope to top the polls are nothing more
than valiant attempts to keep the morale of their
supporters. The only unanswered questions relate
to the size of the ANC's victory, the extent to

Rebel Forces

South Africa is

undergoing fundamental,
political (not economic) transition. Whatever
the uncertainties loom in people's minds, the
days of minority White rule are over. StK'ial
transformation typically unleashes ccniri-f'iif;al
(CFF) and centri-petal (CSF) forces. Whereas
the CFF forces object to reform and
transformation, the CSF
centre.

The CFF

are

are

found

the social spectrum,

keen

on

to

fonn

a new

both extremes of

although the left hardly

poses any immediate threat. The success or fai I lire
of liberalisation ultimately depends on the balance

that the first universal

which the elections will be free and fair, the

franchise elections will

behaviour of the Black and White

April 26-28.

proceed as planned on
after, should there be need

elements, and invariably, and whether or not the

of power between these forces. If CSF forces
become stronger than CFF. then a successful

elections will take place at all

settlement is

for such

a

are

or soon
drastic measure, it is conceivable that

the elections

ever be cancelled, except
under the most extreme conditions. A great deal
of pol itical

might

capital has already been invested into
The international

the liberalisation process.
40

rightwing

in parts of KwaZulu.
designed to achieve or
demonstrate? The answer should best be preceded
by the political context in which the elections
themselves will take place.
What

are

these elections

possible, though not guaranteed. If.
are stronger than CSF. then
the possibility of social disintegration cannot be
ruled out. Certain parts of the Fast Rand and the
northern Transvaal are beginning to reflect the
however, the CFF
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by the ANC strategist, Joe Slovo;
Even ifthe ANC
a 60 percent majority
or even a

66 percent or 70 percent majority

constitutional election, it will
political office hut it will not
really achieve control over the essentials
of the state framework and the state
operators.The civil service will he exactly
the same day after as the day before. the
same with the Judiciary, the same with the
army, the same with the police force and

in the first

achieve

SO on.

In short, this

election is about the ciiniinishing

political power. It is, however, not yet
about ordinary majority rule. Constraints on the
latter are imposed by the CFF. who include,

White

among

others, the Black and White

rightwing

rightwing faces an
uncomfortable dilemma: to fight an election

ethnic mobilisers. The

they will lose, or fight a civil war they will also
lose. The future holds very little prospect for

purists. The rightwing is politically
marginal at this stage, and could conceivably
taper off out altogether after the April elections.
Yet, depending on their resolve, they could also
become a South African “Irish Republic Anny”.

racial

This
own

Deposed Bophuthatswana bantustan
Buthelezi during happier moments
dotninance of the CFF.

though

the CFF. the

will respectively provided
President and Deputy President in the new

the ANC and the NP
a

also be assumed that, should

following four-fold challenges must be met by
the architects ofthe tiew South Africa: legitimacy.

government. It can

Stahllity, growth andredistrihution. South Africa
is not merely facing the challenge of
democratisation, but also that of the other three

will be offered some

objectives. The probletn is that these goals, which
are sometimes mutually exclusive, must all be
tnet in the South African context. None of them
dispensable. Yet. the satisfaction of one
objective may lead to the frustratioti of others.
The coming elections should be examined against
this background. To get off the ground at all. the
elections must satisfy the needs ofthe first two,
legitimacy and stability.
Usually elections are intended to settle the
question of peaceful succession to power, about
is

who will constitute a new

government. This is

April elections are partly about, although
in a rather distorted fashion. In South Africa, the

what the

it would
have been gathered before hand, even

components of the future government,
appear,
before the election date was

determined.
and sizes of

Furthennore, the election outcome
votes

polled by parties are not absolutely decisive

in the determinatin of a new government.

generally expected that, at the barest

demands of the

It is

minimum.

it decide to

participate in government, the IFP
cabinet posts, even if the

polled only O..*) percent of the vote. To a
lesser extent, but certainly not improbably, the
same applies to the PAC. These measures are
ascribable less to constitutional than political
imperative. They are dictated by the above key
challenges South Africa ofthe nineties is facing.
Significance of Elecfions
This election is not simply about succession to
power. It is about the legitimisation ofthe entire
political .system, not merely about a new
government. While the minority South African
state possessed the coercive instruments of state
power, the involvement of the Liberation
Movement provide tbe missing element —
political legitimacy. The system of universal

party

franchise is the absolute
for

minimal requirement

political legitimacy. The significance of this
first time, a

election lies in the fact that, for the
South Africa government

would be legitimated.

the irrational

right wing in the short tenn; only

prolonged racial and ethnic
recently, they displayed
tremendous indulgence with the rightwing.
However, events in the Bophuthatswana
bantustan have shown that a few weeks before

to

mild scale..

on a

If the CSF are to overcome

dictator, Lucas mangope, and Chief Mangosuthu

provides the ANC and the NP with their

dilemma: to accommodate

face

a

confrontation. Until

elections, it is dangerous to

force contending

parties into a corner. Tbe overthrow
bantustan dictator. Lucas

of the

Mangope. and the

subsequent unravellingofthe right wing alliance,
augurs

well for the future. If the pattern repeats

itself in KwaZulu then, for the
least, the CFF will be in
The election

first time being at

disarray.

campaign itself has been

characterised by a

relatively high degree of

civility. In general, the parties spent time selling
their policies rather than discrediting one another.
They struck a happy medium between vigorous
competition for power with rivals within the
CSF, and their collective defence against the
CFF. The need to rout

political rivals was

tempered by the collective responsibility to
defend the transitional process

enemies. This was bound to reduce

against its
the level of

Any future legitimate government is likely to
be threatened from all sides — the left and right

viciousness in the campaign._l

"rejectionists"'. civil servants, police and the
"thirdforce"operatives.Thismuch wasadmitted

Vincent Maphai is A.ssiK-iaie Professor, Depanment

of Political Studies, University ol the Western Cape
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A RATHER HURRIED TRANSITION IN
SOUTH AFRICA: ARE THERE PARALLELS
WITH “ZIMBABWE-RHODESIA”?
Masipula Sithole
AM

saying anybody is about to make
a sage once said
something to the effect that ‘those who
will not learn from the mistakes of
history risk
repeating them’. South Africans can learn from
the experiences of others and cut their losses.

I

a

not

fatal mistake, but

Nowadays, dismissive parallels are often made
majority rule taking

between the transition to

place in South Africa and the
occurred

in Zimbabwe

“Dismissive” because of the
the South African situation
mention the

process which
time ago.

some

temptation to see
‘unique’, not to

as

presumed ‘critical role' of Britain as

colonial power in the Zimbabwe case which is
often overplayed. This often camouflages critical
a

similarities. Also

a

combination of respect

for

the South African nationalist

leadership and a
need notto appear‘alarmist’
or‘discouraging’ in
a problem that has caused so much
suffering, for
so

many,

and for

so

long, makes for withheld

critiques.
Often, the point of departure in attempting a
comparison between the two transitions is from
the successful Lancaster House Conference

Rhodesia in late 1979 that resulted in

on

majority

rule in 1980. But little is said about the Zimbabwe-

Rhodesia’s “internal settlement” agreement of
March 1978 that produced the first ‘one-manone-vote’ elections that resulted in the short-

lived

DYNAMIC IMAQES/ELMONO JIYANE

De Klerk and Mandela: Are

premiership of Bishop Abel Muzorewa in
1979, nine months before the all-party conference

at

Lancaster. To be

Smith,

nor can

sure,

F. W. de Klerk is

no

“internal” settlement?

Ian

Nelson Mandela be Abel
.

Muzorewa. For

thing, Muzorewa never set
foot in a detention camp during the Zimbabwe
liberation struggle (although he tasted detention
for 11 months after majority rule in the 1980s!),
while Mandela spent 27 years of his prime life in
prison. But,

one

we are

comparability of

interested here in the

proces.ses, not

personalities, much

as

necessarily

these may be very

important.
There is

so

much ‘internal settlement-like’ in

the process

in South Africa since, say, 1990: the
release of political prisoners and detainees, ‘talks
about talks’,
armed

42

they threatened by those who have distanced themselves from the

renunciation/suspension of the
struggle, the reasons for CODESA 1,2,3

.

.

(instead of only one CODESA), and many
similarities, the least of which is not the

more

CODESA agreement itself which
election under

a

representation and
unity”.

envisages

an

system of
a

proportional
“government of national

peace and security during the election is a new
outfit called the National
Peace-Keeping Force

(NPKF) because the South African Police (SAP)
and the South African Defence Force (SADF)
cannot be trusted. The

relationship between the

NPKF and the SAP and SADF is

In Smith’s internal settlement,

they called the

not

clear.

In

‘supercabinet’ the Executive Council (ExCo), in
they are calling it the Transitional

Zimbabwe-Rhodesia, the army auxiliaries
had as many loyalties as there were
feuding
parties in the internal settlement. These often

Executive Council (TEC). In the ZimbabweRhodesia case, it was obscene to leave
security

and the

South Africa

matters to

the fractionalised

“army auxiliaries”
of the internal national parties. These
merely
assisted the Rhodesian amiy

and police. In South

Africa, the proposed “innovation" for maintaining

intimately followed political quarrels in the ExCo
subsequent government of national unity
adjusted their tempers accordingly. They
were often at odds with the
police and the army
when they were perceived to be
acting at variance
with their party’s interests. Shootouts between
and
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perceived ideological incompatibilities. In

and auxiliaries were not uncommon. At
point, the National Army killed 183 such
politically motivated auxiliaries. Experiencing
quarrels at the political level, and pressure from
Patriotic Front guerrillas, the internal settlement

the army

Zimbabwe, it was relatively much easier for
Whites to be reconciled to the majority election

one

after

a 1987 unity accord whose terms, with a little bit
of subtle humility and imagination, were po.ssible

by the Patriotic Front at

Lancaster. We understand that the NPKF may be

independence in 1980, if not earlier.
But much more so the “land question” — the
sine qua non of the Zimbabwe struggle — was
not even touched by the internal settlement
politicians. And. although the Patriotic Front

composed of as many as 17 different armed
groups represented in the CODESA agreement!
Moreover, some within the internal settlement
had an unsettled feeling that they were somehow
doing the wrong thing, and that they might be
betraying the nationalist cause in a fundamental
way.
Both the Zimbabwe-Rhodesia and the

CODESA settlements

are

at

forced a discussion of the land issue at Lancaster,

threatened

‘internal’ and have an
sense that both

by those who had distanced
respective settlements for

another. While in the Zimbabwe-

Rhodesia case the threat came from the

Patriotic

Front guerrillas based in neighbouring countries,

in the South African case this threat comes from
inside but from forces ‘external’ to or distant

from the CODESA settlement agreement.

distanced themselves from the two internal
settlements pose a credible threat
of the respective settlements?
In the

case

Gatsha Buthelezi: Always
unleashing terror threats

IFP leader,

are

to the success

of Zimbabwe-Rhodesia, the

Patriotic Front did, in fact, successfully carry out

view, if nobody talks to nobody from
polarised groups before or immediately after
the April elections, the situation in South Africa
might deteriorate to a point where the CODESA
internal settlement is successfully challenged up
In my

the

to

a

Lancaster-like settlement with external

mediation. Muzorewa’s United African National

successfully carry out their threats “to go to war”

(UANC). which had been
overwhelmingly elected in February 1979, had
to accept external mediation and power was
snatched from Muzorewa’s palm. It is highly
unlikely that a conference held under similar
circumstances could escape a similar outcome in

if their demands are not met? The PF in Zimbabwe

South Africa.

its threats and

brought Muzorewa and Smith to

Lancaster when the British had failed since

Smith’s unilateral declaration of

independence

(UDI) in 1965. In the case of South Africa today,
can those outside the CODESA ‘accord’

Council

unleashed terror swiftly and effectively to desired

by the Afrikaner
and Inkatha Freedom Party
for that matter, by the leftist Pan

effect. Is there terror in threats
Volksfront (AVF)

Is there terror in threats by

(IFP),

Volksfront (AVF) and Inkatha Freedom

or,

Congress (PAC) and the Azanian
People’s Organisation (AZAPO)?
Up till recently, the AVF and IFP had been
perceived as merely annoying, an irritant from
the “lunatic fringe” by both De Klerk and
Mandela. But today, both seem to be taking the
“fringe” seriously because it seems there is now
a ‘leak’ in De Klerk’s National Party (NP), and
Africanist

the AVF and IFP

there

a

seem to

be the beneficiaries. Is

similar ‘leak’ in the ANC? According to

political pundits on the ground, “no”, or at least
“very slight”. But in politics four months is four
years. Should a comparable ‘leak’ develop in the
ANC before or after the April election, who
might be the beneficiaries? It certainly won’t be
the traditionalist IFP or the White rightwing
AVF. It is likely that most Blacks would drift to
the PAC, AZAPO or some such radical
formations.
Sapem April. 1994

still open to all

the Afrikaner

Party

(IFP), or, for that matter, by the leftist Pan
Africanist Congress (PAC) and the Azanian

Peopie’s Organisation (AZAPO)?

It

was

not

inevitable that the 1978 internal

settlement in Rhodesia should have failed. It had
a

chance to entice at least one of the factions

the Patriotic Front

of

(and this almost happened!).

But in a hurry to power, Muzorewa lost it. The
African middle ground position shifted to parties

of the left very rapidly. Could
CODESA settlement strategists

other Black groups

and bloodier conflict,

by primitive chauvinistic
instincts or a sense of social and economic Justice.
Is CODESA 4 a step in the right direction, or it
is already too late? In the life of a people, it is
never too late to do the right thing when the
wrong thing is certainly going to achieve wrong
results. As 1 see it, the right thing is towards
accommodating those who are alienated by the
CODESA accords as they now stand, if not
before, certainly after the elections, personal
attitudes notwithstanding, and, in the ensuing
bickering, let us not forget the people.
Otherwise, in South Africa, we are potentially
facing not entirely a military option, but one
whereby the army, in the collective national
interest, could be forced by the impending chaos,
to “strongly advise” politicians of all parties to

whether motivated

convene

CODESA 4 and iron out their

differences. A somewhat similar message was

conveyed to a reluctant Ian Smith by his generals,
and later to Bishop Muzorewa by the same
generals. I am sure South African politicians
would not like to be ordered to do the same by
their generals.
Moreover, there is a real possibility that an
attempt would be made by White politicians and
military leaders to use an ANC-led government
to authorise police and military action for
reactionary ends in the manner that the Muzorewa
government was used to

against the Patriotic Front guerrillas.
But looming ahead is the real military option
whereby the anned struggle is, in a broad sense,
“unsuspended”. I do not want to detail this
scenario because it is too ugly. I am sure South
African politicians would not like the second

are

making similar tactical errors for similar
in their failure to woo their principal
detractors? Are they in a hurry to power?

likely to win the
imaginative approach to
is imperative regardless of

a more

after

it be that the

reasons

For the ANC, as the party

years

made and

still

April elections,

14

the parties that are potentially

party to a possible larger

The

significant point is not geographical externality
of the threat but is credibility. Do those who have

unresolved

independence. In South Africa, has the issue
been discussed sufficiently — whether it is the
“land” or "factory” question? In the past, we
have left these questions to the subsequent
“majority rule” governments to settle, but
overlooked the capacity for the “old order” to
capture and corrupt the “new order”.
South Africa’s fortune is that all these options

themselves from the
one reason or

remains

it

•i

‘external’ element to them in the
were

a

and Joshua Nkomo’s ZAPU to be reconciled in

lost cohesion and coherence until power was
snatched from it

five-year civil war
independence for Robert Mugabe’s ZANU

results of 1980. But it took

endorse miliary action

scenario either.Q
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‘ONE FARMER, ONE FARM’: COMMUNITY
LAND CONFERENCE VOICES DEMANDS OF
SOUTH AFRICA’S LANDLESS
Paul F, Lerberg
ORE than I OCX)

M

353

local

Conference convened

delegates from

land

Committee.

committees,

that were evicted from their land
during the past 20 years, labour tenants that had
infomial possession of land for generations on
state and private owned forestry estates, the 1,2
million farmworkers who work

On Fundamental Land Needs:
•

We need land to live

on.

Therefore

move, state land,

one farm”. As a first
SADF-land (land owned

by the South African Defence Force) and
land owned by absentee landlords must
be redistributed. People who have been
evicted and labour tenants must be given
•

on

the white-

The demands made at the

Community Land
thoroughly prepared
throughout the country by the various local land
committees. The.se were finalised during a oneday commissions hearing and resulted in the
following major re.solutions;
Conference had been

homes.

On

for farmworker

•

Special pieces of land set aside
villages. Secure rights to
plough and graze. Workers rights should
be protected when farm ownership
changes hands.
Laws to set conditions of employment and
minimum wages. Same as for urban

we

"One farmer,

say:

came

from groups

representing the marginalised people,
who are landless and land hungry coming from
all over South Africa, gathered in Bloemfontein,
the capital of the conservative Orange Free State
for the mid-February Community Land

owned commercial farms.

by the National Land

Community representatives

must

to

or

on farms.
Farmworker unions should be legally
entitled to access on farms and organise

workers

on

On

the farms.

•

Women and widows and their children
should not be evicted when the husband is
retrenched

or

was

stolen from

us must

were forcibly

removed should be returned
immediately and unconditionally.

should be able to

Government should make redistribution

•

must be able to make claims to land that
was

taken from them

as

far back

proclaimed
and handed over to the press. Freddie Boesman.
chairperson of the Back to the Land Campaign,
captured the mood of the rural delegates when he
said: "We will promote a majority government
through elections. We give our credit to the new
majority government. And at the same time, we
44

was

therefore trained)

our

Political Results

Rights:

Immediate re-incorporation of homelands
and in

particular of Bophuthatswana
(Participants could not be aware at that
time how soon and how dramatically this
re-incorporating of Bophuthatswana
would take place one month later).
•

Chiefs must become accountable to the

people, therefore elected committees
•

Farmworkers should be included

On Labour Tenants and Farmworkers:

When the final demands list

VAT added.

must have control of land allocation.

•

ownership to

•

land. Should be

On Local Government:

A halt to evictions,

no

On Political

as

1652.

•

own

equally represented in iocal government.
No discrimination in inheritance rights.
Polygamy must be abolished. Women do
not want to be inherited by the husbands
brothers if the husband dies (not accepted
by the conference - stands as a women's
commission demand).

a

Development:

Affordable services and infrastructures
for rural communities: water, health,

have

Noting that women are the majority of rural
population and the most disadvantaged
people: women, be it married or single,

be returned." Land from which people

upgraded to family units
scrapped if that is not possible.

electricity. No
hungry nation: basic foodstuffs should

On Women:
•

priority and allocate a minimal 10
percent of its budget to land reform. A
representative Land Claims Court must
replace the Advisory Commission on
Land Allocation (ACLA). Communities

be

schools and creches,

dies.

On Land Restoration:

"The land that

towns, on which to build houses.

Hostels must be

•

End to child labour

top priority to redistribution of land.
A new system of tenure must offer
communities different options of tenure.
Communities living on state or SADF
land must be given the title deeds to the

provide financial assistance for

housing. People in informal settlements
want surveyed and upgraded plots, close

workers.

land.

•

Housing:
"Affordable houses for all.” Government

(and

in any local government

that

we

give you the new government, five
.

years to deliver the goods. In five years we will
make our assessment on what you have realised

for the rural

people.”

Land Question in Historical

The

more

difficult

and excludes restitution for claims from
before 1913.

structure.

say

Property rights clause must be scrapped,
because it makes restitution

Perspective

history of South Africa, since the arrival
of Europeans in 1752, has been entrenched with
symbols, words and cries such as ‘ Great Trek’

and "land', 'blood and soil’, ‘faith and roots’,

or

‘sacred ancestors'.
There is no doubt that the phenomenon of
occupational colonialism and its further
development of settler colonialism has seen its
origin in South Africa with the inward move of
the Boers from the border region over the Orange

Free State towards the Transvaal. Before those
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As

European colonialism had merely been a

events,

Asia.

hunger of the Boers for land,
the ‘Great Trek’, was ultimately

The secular

consolidated by

after the
evidence of substantial gold and diamond findings

blacks. This is to be

Kimberley. Thirty years later,
two Boer wars were to be fought by the British,
on behalf of British corporate interests, to iron
out that consolidation by military means.
Given that historical insight, it is most
significant that the negotiators at Kempton Park,
during their two year negotiations under
CODESA and later, delicately avoided to put the
land issue on their agenda. The issue is just
considered too hot by the negotiators, and it was
in the Rand and

jeopardise the

talks.
as

colonisation

was

empowering of the South African people
after the elections will also be centred around
‘land’.

it more clearly: 12 percent of land for
87 percent of the black and associated population:
88 percent of land for the 13 percent of white
population.
This purely quantitative analysis of land
occupation does not even account for the fact
that the quality of the land is biased highly in
favour of the rich and dominant, but minority
To put

Acts Later

Cape peninsula through activities of the
Dutch East Indies Company ending up in the
Transvaal, the grabbing of land has been at the
helm of social and political developments in that
part of Africa. The pattern that emerged reflects
the relations of power that prevailed during that
period. It is precisely these relations of power,
that have been formalised in the three major land
the

The first Land Act was

occupation to

Africa

600,000 ha

(SADF)

percent ofthe country. This restriction
complicated by the ruling that sharecropping and rent tenancy contracts for B lacks in
White areas was declared illegal. Millions of
Black tenant farmers were displaced and
desperately searched for white farmers who
would be willing to break the law and still

(SADT)
land)

—

definitely the end of black farming in

South Africa outside the Reserves.
In 1936, the Native Trust and Land Act

White farmers

2

mil ha

85

mil ha

0,5 mil ha

Black farmers
Homelands
Self Governed Area's

1

mil ha

13

mil ha

103

mil ha

Table II: Land

Floldings by Rural Flouseholds
South Africa

Households with no land

Following the Group Areas Act, an estimated
people had to leave their homes,
called ‘Black Spots’, which were situated in the
white

areas.

Sapem April. 1994

until there is
Freddy Boesnian

new

(Return to the Land) warned the new government
in the

following words: ‘ ’We give you five years
going

to

show the dividend... Thereafter we are

to

take you to
In

some

task.”

academic and

political circles, the
superficial

land debate has been restricted to

slogans, merely meant to support

positions of

power.

which maintains

fanning is ‘productive’ and ‘feeds the
nation’. Some officials of the ANC support the

that white

position that ‘this is one of the few nations in
Africa that has the capacity to feed itself and we
should not destroy it’. By that euphemism, they

point is that "we prefer to be in
position to feed ourselves rather than to be fed
by that part of the nation that keeps us off the
The grassroots

a

land”.

Ironically, recent research by the Department
of Agriculture

and by the Development Bank of
myth of

South Africa has denounced the

According to that research, 30 percent of white
farms were classified as marginal and
of massive state subsidies and

financial support.

The second debate focuses on the

Household with land below

1,800,000

subsistence level

Households with land at

300,000

subsistence level

Households with land above

390,000

distribution

on

point of land

the choice between ‘centrally

planned distribution" versus ‘local initiative’.
The centrally planned version bears the risk of
becoming a highly bureaucratised approach and
a ‘centrally delaying' practice.
The ‘local initiative’ version wants to

the .system

1.2 million

nothing

unproductive, and managed to survive because
500,000

subsistence level

their academic credentials in Nazi Germany.

there will be

‘productive white commercial farming’.

refined

of .segregation and "extended” the
area reserved for Blacks to 13 percent of the
territory.
The Group Areas Act of 1966 entrusted the de
facto land occupation into the more purely racist
concept of apartheid, formalised after the second
world war by scholars of Boer origin who acquired

us,

land and services and growth.”

agenda.

(government owned

was even

accommodate them as tenants or share-croppers.

for

a

point out that land redistribution is not on their

Development Trust

a

mere seven

was

South

Table I: Distribution of Farmland in

Soufh African

period

majority government of national unity.
As the people from the Community Land
Conference stated in Bloemfontein: “We look
forward to the birth of a new South Africa. But

under

First, there is the "productivity versus

passed in 1913 to

restrict communal black land

stumbling block during the transitional

distribution ’ ’ school of thought

Total:

Acts.

Strategies

clearly evident that land occupation and
land distribution, will be a major political
It is

of owners.

South African Defence Force

Since the "inroads” of the 17th century started

This

of hectares for

compared to population

side.

group

Future and

of the national

figures of 32 million blacks, coloureds and Asians
on the one side, and 5 million whites on the other

and

at

eve

concentrated

around LAND, the true process of decolonisation

Three Centuries and Three

the

white dominance; 14.5 million

capitalism and corporate colonialism

As much

on

categories: 88 million of hectares under

two

the interests of corporate

feared that the land issue could

result,

independence of South Africa, the land
occupation of that country will be antagonised in
a dramatic way. The estimated
103 million
hectares of useful farmland can be dividedinto

system of trade-posts and support points at the
ocean level to support the main sea routes to

which led to

a

Table III: Land Ownership in

Perspective:

Degree of Occupation Versus
the Population
Occupation
Whites

85

%

Proportion of

Prop, of Population
13%

Coloureds
and Asians

Africans

0.5 %

11 %

14.5%

76%

build

the land redistribution exercise around grassroots

struggles coordinated by central guidelines
emerging from their political parties.
It is therefore useful to analyze the positions
that will be taken most probably by the relevant

players at the ground.
Relevant players in this field can be defined
either in terms of economic force or in terms of
political expression of the economic forces. Both
categories are partially overlapping.
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The Political Parties

Party and the rightwing factions. Their political
is that no change at all should take place

The

political parties of the new majority will
caught between the hammer and the anvil.

be

message

and that every attempt to

The hammer

being the popular drive towards
redistribution, the anvil being the economic
constraints of a new dispensation. The new
government will be constrained by severe lack of
government

funds, IMF and World Bank

restraints towards redistribution of wealth, and

ailing world economy unfavourable towards
implementation of expansionist economic
policies.
an

the

The

•

“The

(ANC) is -until now - clear in its ambiguity; ‘No firm commitments. We do not
challenge the enemy. We will act according
to the pressure of the different forces in
place,
including the grassroots forces.’

dealt with within the

commitment, recorded back in 1954 in the

individual

Freedom Charter; ‘ ’The Land shall be owned by

impossible that the ANC — if pushed

by the grassroots — will be amenable to find
and means for a genuine operation of land

Once upon a time, the message to the White
was loud and clear

farmers

five others have left to
contest elections. The
post election era will
activate the question whether to go
along with

during the transition period. It is
significant that the slogan of the ANC — One
has been reformulated

by

the ANC

the Land Conference as ‘ One Farmer, One Farm ’.
•

The South African Communist Party

self confessed
until

to

be

a

firm

(SACP),

ally of the ANC

majority rule has been achieved, has

centred its

analyses and action

on

the urban

and industrial strata of the

population. It has
not expressed in detail its future
policy conceming rural areas and land issues. However
the SACP has

proved a secular tradition of
supporting popular pressure and grassroots
movements.
•

The Pan Africanist

Congress (PAC) has advocated, historically, its commitment towards
a

radical redistribution of land in South Af-

rica. Even within tactical retreats for the sake

of a late presence at

the negotiating table, the

PAC has not renounced its historical
on

position

the land issue.

It is therefore

a

COS ATU has been

a

major force in the battle

for a new South Africa. The union movement
is
46

now

at a

or to

form

a new

workers party.

In its corridors COSATU, is

trying to launch

farmworkers union, but it is clear that this

a

venture does not absorb the

bulk of union energy.

Moreover, from the COSATU working papers,
it is clear that the issue of unionising farmworkers
is not
nor

structurally linked with land ownership

redistribution of land.

To summarise this overview of the

crossroads.

spectrum of

approach falls short of the expectations
majority, who since 1985 have seen the
Development Trust and Land Amendment Act
as naturally to be followed
by redistribution of

Top officials like Jay

Of course, there is
elections and when

of democratic

credit of

a

hope that after

government has taken
office, the mood will have changed. The “’bad
old

a new

days” of dumping

and their claims will

grassroots communities

never

But still there will be

a

be the

same

any more.

government and an

administration infested with

people from the old

dispensation.
In the final
democratic
pressure

positions

analysis, political forces from the
majority will keep an eye on the

that comes,

or

does not

come,

from the

grassroots.

political forces, it is clear that any
change on land policy will deftend
either on the political pressure that a PAC can
develop after elections or on the social pressure

big farmers and agricultural companies
keep the issue off
the political agenda, with support from overseas

from the grassroots land communities,

IMF and World Bank.

dramatic

were

as

they

organised within the National Land

Committee.
And for both the majority parties and the
parties of the former minority, the same applies;

financial or budgetary instruments have been
agreed on or provided for in order to arrange for
an organised
policy on redistribution of land.
The Landlords

South Africa has

approximately 75,000 white

commercial farmers,

organised within their

forceful Farmers Unions, and backed in ideology
and finance

by the business community.
political terms, the farmers are represented
by the National Party (the Nats), the Conservative
In

The

will centralise their efforts to

investment

centres and

international bodies like

The communities and their organisations will
be well advised to stress all efforts

no

logical assumption that the
PAC, immediately after elections have taken
place, will beef up its call for land redistribution.
It is as yet unclear whether that call will come
under a political or military banner. But the
pressure on the society will be there.
•

narrow

court cases.

land.

Naidoo and twenty

distribution

—

times

This

ways

Person, One Vote

all

at

of the

people who work it.”

It is not

will

government

acknowledge the integrity of land rights and
protect them against all forms of infringement or
threat, squatting in particular.”
So in the eyes of both forces, at the outset of
the new political dispensation, land can
only be

However, the ANC, is also the inheritor of its

the

current

government notes that:

position of the African National Con-

gress

own

change the

landholding system will be heavily boycotted.
Boycotted be it by political means (National
Party) or by heavy handed tactics (Conservative
Party and Rightwingers).
From this side of society, no political project
for change can be expected, for reasons of
political
stubbornness and for reasons of mental
inability.
Even the White Paper of the National Party

the rural

people into

association

so as to

a

on

organising

nationwide farmers

voice the demands from the

peasants and landless.
The whole
unless

a

picture points towards

a

stalemate

strong and powerful community is able

to lobby

the majority political formations towards
platform on intermediate goals. Unless
this platform is powerful enough to confront the
Landlords, they have to come up with proposals
good enough to accommodate the interests of the
a common

Landlords

so as

Land Peace

to lure them into a

temporary

Agreement.^
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CAN ESAP SUSTAINABLY TRANSFORM
THE NON-FORMAL SECTORS IN
ZIMBABWE?
PART 1: THE PROBLEM
Guy C. Z. mhone
RECENTLY released World Bank

A

as one of the
few countries in Africa where economic

Study cites Zimbabwe

This article is the first in a two-part series. Part
II will be published in next month's issue.

stabilization and structural

adjustment measures
(referred to as ESAP in Zimbabwe) are beginning
to achieve some success. It may be noted at the
out.set that this claimed success is primarily
assessed in relative tenns, the forced manipulation
or selective use of statistics not withstanding.
While the

measures

of success in themselves

are

really not much to be excited about, they are
deemed so by the World Bank and the
implementers in government particularly, in
comparison with the performance prior to the
adoption of economic reform measures and with
countries not implementing such measures. The
question as to whether the economic reform
measures

and indeed their claimed

success so

far

sufficient to promote

sustainable growth and
development, with equity, is assumed as a matter
of faith. This much could be gathered from
President Mugabe’s New Year’s eve interview
on national television in which he predicated
future revival of the economy on the successful
implementation of ESAP (The Economic
Structural Adjustment Programme) and on the
anticipation of good rains. There was no
indication at all of the need for a consciously
guided development strategy, beyond ESAP and
good rains, infomied by a grand socio-economic
are

vision of transformation. This mu.st have been

utterly disappointing to the majority of the
working class in the formal sector and the
populace trapped in the nonfonnal sectors, who
find themselves quite beleaguered (ESAPPED)
by current economic reform measures.
Transformation and Sustainable

Development

Presumably, the longterm goal of economic
transformation and sustainable development
would imply that in the final analysis, the proof
of the success of any economic measures would
entail that the majority ofthe people in Zimbabwe,
particularly its labour force, be the motive force
and ultimate beneficiaries of such transfomiation
and

development- that, in short, they should be
primary means and end of the process of
transformation. Currently, the majority of
the
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wage labour in the expanding formal economy.
Of course, all three possibilities may apply to

different groups of nonformal sector participants

simultaneously, with any one of them as the
dominanttrend depending on the macroeconomic
Zimbabwe’s

population and labour force is in
comprising communal
agriculture, the urban and rural informal or microenterprise sector and open unemployment. Given

dynamic productive
will be the motive

with current facilitative measures by government,

that ESAP, like all such economic reform

programmes, has a fomial sector
belief that this sector is the engine

focus, in the
of growth, it
is worth pondering whether the anticipated
resuscitation and resulting dynamism of the
formal sectorcan indeed transform the nonformal
sectors

into viable and

sectors,

which in due

course

force of development.

And, if this eventuality is
not likely to be realised, it is important toconsider
what additional, or alternative policies might be
needed.
The process

environment that

prevails.
assumption of a programme
such as ESAP is that the foregoing three processes
will result as consequence of the operation of
market forces, the enabling policies of which are
the economic reform measures being currently
implemented. Facilitative and accommodative
measures by government in terms of providing
concessionary credit, skills training, deregulation
and infrastructure are allowed for. The question
however, is whether ESAP measures, together

the nonformal sectors,

of economic transformation

necessarily implies the increased fomialization
of economic activities, and as such, entails the

disruption of the nonfomial character of informal
and communal activities. As a consequence, the
nonformal sectors are integrated into and
transfomied as part and parcel of the formal
sector in a manner that dynamically enhances
labour productivity and the articulation of the
economy with regard to underpinning sustainable
accumulation and development. In this regard, at
least three possible transformational processes,
which are not mutually exclusive, might be
expected to result. First, nonformal sector
participants may, as a consequence of the new
enabling ESAP environment, attempt to mobilise
their physical, human and other resources to
make their present economic activities more
productive, in situ. Second, non-formal
participants may alternatively utilise their
resources to embark on new productive selfemployment ventures made possible by the new
environment by capturing new production riches,
inheriting old activities down -graded by large
scale firms, or interlinking with larger firms
through backward and forward linkages. And
I third, they may alternatively be absorbed as

The fundamental

adequate to resolve the structural factors that
underpin the pervasive underemployment in the
nonformal sectors. As matters currently stand,
this underemployment is reflected in low
productivity, low incomes and inadequate
physical and human productive assets among the
nonformal sector participants. A case could be
are

made that in the absence of more innovative and
substantive
measures,

interventions beyond present
ESAP might actually reproduce the

residualness and

vulnerability of the nonformal
by simultaneously disrupting it and
marginalising it as well.
sector

It is indeed

our

contention that the economic

legacy in Zimbabwe is such that ESAP is likely
to reinforce the enclave development of the
formal sector while the nonformal sector
continues to

play a residual and marginal role as
refuge of the unemployed and
underemployed. This contention is based on a
recognition of the structural constraints in both

the last

the formal and nonformal sectors that militate

against

the

realisation of the three
possibilities indicated earlier,
namely increased productivity in situ, increased
entry into new productive self-employment
niches, and increased absorption into wage labour.
transformational

The Size of the Problem

The

socio-economic

Zimbabwe is

a

muted

environment

in

off-spring of the apartheid

South African social formation which

was
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‘rationally' designed to guarantee cheap African

but also the need to absorb the

production for export, exploitation of cheap
an inward-looking
importsubstitution strategy the locus of which was in
the fomial sector. The colonial
development
strategy was consciously designed to deny and
deprive Africans of their income and asset

openly
unemployed, and the need to enhance the
productivity of the underemployed in the
communal and micro-enterprise informal sectors.
The problem of pervasive under-employment
and open unemployment has been aggravated by
the unintended and unanticipated adverse impact
of ES AP measures, coupled w ith the 1991/1992
drought that was one of the worst in living
memory, resulting in the following growth

entitlements,

patterns:

labour to the enclave formal sector that

dominated by settler and international
The accumulation strategy that

was

capital.

resulted was based

on

African labour, and,

or to

constrain the

possibility of
their enhancing them, except fortuitously.
Structurally. .Africans were not the motive force
and end of the economic development that ensued,

Table 1:

Average Annual Growth

was reflected in their
forced concentration in communal lands, which
became overpopulated and

environmentally

unsustainable; in the relegation of communal
lands as reproducers of cheap labour for, and
repositories of spent labour from the fonnal
.sector; i n the disproportionate pre.sence of w omen
and children in communal areas; and in the

limited development of rural nonfonnal and urban
infonnal sector activities. The post-independence

African

majority government, in spite of its

initial ‘.socialist ‘
to reverse this

proclamations has been unable

legacy.

The current labour market situation is that the

labour force constitutes

slightly above .“i million

persons out of a population of about 10 million.
The labour force is such that about 1.2 million
persons, are
or

so

in the fomial

in informal

.sector, anothermillion

self-employment micro-

enterprise activities and about

two to two-and-ahalf million in the communal .sector. Roughly,

about three quarters

nonfonnal

sectors

of the population

are

in which those

in the

openly

unemployed estimated

to be about 30% of the
labour force, but most of whom are really
.

underemployed in

another may be
included. So far. formal sector employment has
increased at about 1 % per year, creating about
I ().(XX) jobs peryear. while about I O.tXK) persons
per year have been new additions to the labour
one way or

1991

1992

1993

Manufacturing

2.8

2,8

-9.5

-8.9

Other Industry

2,9

-4.4

-

1.5

2.4

3.1

-

24.4

25,0

1.0

5.5

-5.5

1.4

Services

3.3

7,1

-3.7

2,0

3(X),0(X) or so new entrants into the labour market.
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spite of the declining demand. Thus, not only

participating members of households have been
compelled to join the microenterprise sector and
to work longer hours per
day and more days per

cost

2.9

4,9

-7,7

1,0

Population
Growth

2.8

Employment
Growth

1,0

The consequences

of ESAP

so

far have been

stagOationary such that between 1989 and 1992,
formal sector

employment and real incomes
unemplo>ment rates short up to
48% for the 15-19 year age group. 37% for the
20-24 year age group and 9% for the 25 to 29 year
age group. During this period, the cost of living
for low income groups increased markedly with
food prices increasing by more than 90% clothing
by 62%, amenities by 50%. the cost of medical
care by -44%, and the cost of
transportation and
education by more than 90%. Tliis stagflationary
impact of ESAP has pushed even more people
into the only last refuge of the labour force,
namely, the micro-enterprise and communal
declined and

That it is

a

mistake

to

romanticise the

forced

sectors

services and

Further, the

micro-enterprise
largely been dependent
on the formal sector for
inputs and for demand so
sector

underemployment has increased in

the informal sector, coupled

with the accelerated
depreciation of human capital as the human
welfare of the participants has deteriorated.
Communal Area Households
rural

population, 75% of the
population and 50% of the labour force

so on.

areas.

60% of which

are

concentrated in the poor agro-ecological zones
of Zimbabwe. These areas are beset
by population
pressure, a deteriorating ecological environment,

GDP at factor

employment absorptive capacity of these
is easily seen from the
following
considerations pertaining to each of these sectors.
The infonnal sector, ormicro-enterprise while
containing a small productive core of relatively
complex economic activities such as carpentry,
metal work and stone carv ing has been dominated
by easy entry self employment activities prone to
lateral expansion or involutionarv' growth, with
low and unpredictable incomes such as vending
and street hawking, sewing and crtxtheting, repair

be estimated that the number of
job-seekers is increasing at about
1.5% per year while the rate of labour force
growth is about 2,8% to 3% per year. Now
between 1980 and 1991. gross domestic product
at factor cost increased at an
average rate of 2,9%
per year which was almost equivalent to the
annual rate of increase in population, while, as
mentioned earlier, employment only increased
at a rate of about 1 % per year. The
problem of
creating productive employment thus concerns
not only the need to
productively absorb the

in

retrenchees, but hitherto non-labour force

resides in communal

Mining and
Quarrying

have entered the labour market.

sector

sector real incomes.increased
the number of entrants into easy entry activities

2.7

.sectors.

Thus it may

declining formal

About 56% of the total

Agriculture and
Forestry

force and about 2(X).(XK) to 300.(XX) scIichiI leavers

fonnal

production while simultaneously reducing
aggregate sectoral demand; and indirect in that it
has, through resulting retrenchments and

week to sustain themselves. There is indeed little

19801990

subjugation and

deprivation of Africans

stagflationary impact of ESAP has been

both direct, in that it has increased costs of

doubt that

except as cheap labour.
In the event, the calculated

that the

in Zimbabwe has

increasing differentiation with

respect to asset

and

exchange entitlements, poor access to
infrastructure and increasing prices of gricultural
inputs. Recent studies (Moyo; 1994; Chipika.
1993) have shown that only about 10% of the
communal area households are truly viable while
the rest are below the poverty datum line, and are
in various degrees of poverty and socio-economic
vulnerability underpinned by inadequate land,
labour or equipment. Indeed, between 40% to
50% are subject to chronic food shortages and
have to offer their labour to the better endowed
communal

households

communal

area

households have a high

dependency rate of close
to 48%. and a high incidence of de facto femaleheaded house holds at between 34% to 40%. who
also among the most vulnerable. The plight
of the communal areas is easily seen in that from
are

one-and-a-half to two-and-a-half million

people
have been receiving drought relief
support between 1982 and 1988. in spite of good
per year

rains in

some

Communal

of the years.
area households have also been

adversely affected by the economic reform
measures in that input prices have increased and
remittances from urban areas, a historically
important source of income, have drastically
fallen while prices of consumer goods have
increased dramatically. The majority of the
households have also

not

been able to benefit

from liberalized

commodity prices because of
supply-side constraints and most importantly
because the pressure forsurvival has faroutstriped
the desire or ability to exploit market
opportunities. Thus, for instance. Moyo has
shown that a large number of communal area
households engage in distress sales of their
Sapem April, 1994
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Mugabe: Future revival of the
lies in the successful
implementation of ESAP
President
economy

Workers have

a

ZIANA

different story to tell

produce at prices far below official or parallel
market prices, and that such households are in
due course compelled to engage in menial labour

development that militates against the promotion
of sustainable development based on an

for other households tosupplementtheirschemes.

autocentered prcK'ess

Both

Moyo and Chipika

convincingly

demonstrate that the often touted claim of peasant

self-sufficiency is all but a
myth for the majority of communal households,
except the fortunate 10% or so.
Policymakers are generally aware of the
success

and peasant

disadvantaged status of nonformal sector
participants, and a number of both welfare and
developmental programmes have been initiated.
Thus there is a fair degree of preoccupation with
support for the informal sector and with land
resettlement and other
communal

area

supportive initiatives for

households. Unfortunately, most

predicated on the formal
sector as the engine of growth that in due course
pulls along and transfonns the fonnal sector. It is
even suggested that once the negative effects of
the drought are overridden, both the fonnal and

of these initiatives are

nonformal activities will be resuscitated and a

projected 5% annual increase in GDP realised
(World Bank. 199.^).
It is clear that policy-makers have unduly
placed faith in ESAP and the prospect for good
rains at the expense of seriously considering the
meaning and consequences of the present model
of growth and the need for alternative strategies.
It should be obvious that any model of growth
that relegates the majority of the labour force to

marginal and residual role in contributing to
productivity, savings mobilisation and
investment is likely to reinforce enclave

a

Sapem April. 1994

of accumulation and on

equity.
A formal sector

makers

is

a

preoccupation by policy

sure

way

to

perpetuate

underdevelopment atid dependency and also to
court an eventual crisis of hegemony as inequities
and

impoverishment become intolerable.

Bibliography Note
On the status of the informal sector

in

by GEMINI. Micro and
Small Scale Enterprises in Zimhahwe: Results of
aContry - Wide Survey (1991: Gemini Technical
Report Volume 25, Bethseda, Maryland, and for
the impact of ESAP on the informal sector see
G.C.Z. Mhone The Impact of Structural
Zimbabwe see the report

place more faith in ESAP and good rains. In the

the Urban Informal Sector in
Survey Report for lUO
World Employment programme, Geneva). On
the plight of Communal Area residents see Sam
Moyo
Reform Experiences in Zimhahwe
(1994: Ph.D. Thesisand forthcoming as a S APES
Book) and the various reports by Jesimen T.
Chipika based on the on going base line re.search
onRural Household Food Security in Zimhahwe
began in 1987 such as the following "Food
Security and Nutrition: The Experience of
Zimbabwe Since Independence in 1980." paper
prepared for the project Food Systems Under
Stress (1993). “Poverty, Food Insecurity and

will discuss factors that

Child Malnutrition Problem in Rural Zimbabwe

formal sector from playing its
anticipated role in transforming the nonfonnal
sectors and suggest alternative strategies aimed
at transfonning the-non fonnal sectors in the
context of promoting a growth and development

“(1992):”“A factor Analysis Approach to peasant

Sustainable development of necessity requires
that the

majority of the people in one way or
directly involved in increasing

another be

productivity, generating savings, providing
effective demand and

creating investment

opportunities. As matters currently stand, the
labour force in the nonfomial sector is

incapable

taking advantage of a liberalised economic
environment by its boot-straps, and the trickledown effects of ESAP on it have so far been
of

negative. It is indeed difficult to imagine what
of Zimbabweans is expected
to derive from exhortations to work hard and

comfort this group

next

contribution

we

prevent the

model of autocentric accumulation

based

on a

mutually reinforcing articulation of agricultural
and industrial sectors w ith the full involvement
of the

majority of the population now trapped in

the non-fonnal sectors.

Adjustment

on

Zimhahwe (1993; A

Differentiation and Food Security

in Zimbabwe"

(1993) all from the Economics Department,

university of Zimbabwe. For a recent review of
ESAP in Zimbabwe seethe recent International
Labour Report: Structural Change and
Adjustment in Zimhahwe (1993: Geneva): and
the World Bimk\Zimhahwe: Economics Update

(1993: Washington).□
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AFRICAN FEMALE SEXUALITY AND
THE HETEROSEXUAL FORM (Part II)
Patricia McFadden

I

N THE time that has

of this article
encountered

elapsed since part one
written, I have

was

incidents, in the

numerous

of

approximately three weeks, which
have re-affiimed my earlier arguments about the
pervasiveness of heterosexuality as a sexual,
course

Patriarchy does not simply perpetuate itself
by chance. It is deliberately and
systematically reproduced through the daily
lived definitions and experiences of what is
female and male in all

our

societies.

socio-cultural form and the custodial role that

play in perpetuating this status quo. Let
you one example.
1 walked into my local dry-cleaners the other
day, and the woman on the other side of the
counter casually looked up from the
slip she was
filling and asked ‘‘Mrs?”. She was not asking me
whether 1 was married or not, she was asking me
what my assumed husband's name was. When I
said nothing, she insisted on getting the answer
she thought would be a “natural” response on my
part, and after explaining to her that 1 was not any
women

give

me

man's wife, and would
I

am sure

ease

in this

never

life), she

was

be (at least of that

fascinated by the

with which I described my

“single” status.
I put single in inverted commas because being
alone as a woman is still largely perceived as
abnormal in this and all African (and other)

.societies.

point I am making is that most people
assume a compulsory
heterosexuality for all
women, and especially for older women. No
man is asked if he is a husband as
though that is
automatic status, and in fact, an older,

unmarried male is considered very eligible and
someone to be sought after —
especially if he is
successful

professionally and materially.
Patriarchy and Children

It is this nonnalisation of
our

heterosexuality in

societies, amongst ourselves, that for instance

makes the issue of

genital mutilation which I

referred to in last month's article, seem so distant

from the

core

of heterosexuality as a controlling

and

repressive mechanism in women's lives.
Human society, constructed through very
carefully thought out patriarchal structures and
processes, has made oppression and control,
especially of women, regardless of their class
and race, a “normal” attribute of our lives. And
I

deliberately saying “carefully thought out”
because patriarchy is not a haphazard and
am

coincidental

phenomenon.
Patriarchy is an ideological system that is
grounded in social institutions which men have
controlled and used
and natural

50

between

to

resources

direct and redirect human

throughout

our

story as a

women

and

men

in all spheres of social

existence. Note how
come to

quickly most men will
the defence of “African traditions”, and

how

viciously they attack, using every weapon
possible, any woman, and especially an African
woman,

The

an

species, especially with regard to women as a
reproductive and productive resource. It provides
the back-drop, the foundation for the formulation,
use and perpetuation of values,
norms,
conventions and belief systems that speak to the
gendered inequities in all our societies. One
cannot understand or use the
concept of gender
without grounding that concept in a more
fundamental understanding of the patriarchal
ideology that feeds and legitimates social,
cultural, economic, political and sexual inequities

who dares

stone” status of

to

challenge their “cast in

privileged maleness.

Patriarchy does not simply perpetuate itself by
deliberately and systematically
reproduced through the daily lived definitions
and experiences of what is female and male in all
our societies. Everything we do is
gendered,
because it occurs within the wider patriarchal
context of institutions and
systems that
continuously attempt to control and direct who
we are at any particular moment in time. And
women play a critical role in this
process of
chance. It is

enforced social

conformity.

For example, one

of the first things little girls
taught, is to keep their legs together, as a sign
of correct sexual comportment. I remember
shutting my legs in panic when an older aunt
threatened to push a burning piece of wood
between my thighs as a child, because I had been
sitting naturally i.e.. with my legs apart, around
the fire one evening. I probably will never forget
this threat because it so effectively taught me
several things about my female .sexuality. One,
that the female genitalia are not to be exposed,
especially in public; two, that sitting with your
legs apart as a girl “invites” sexual advances;
three, that a “nice” girl/woman always keeps her
“private parts” hidden; and four, an implicit

message, which became more explicit when I
reached menses, that the female genitalia are

unappealing and unsightly both visually and in
terms of smell.

These

are very basic lessons that all children
taught, but in particular female children, and
the fundamental objective is to alienate the female
from that part of her body which is a possible
source of sexual pleasure and celebration, and to
emphasize the reproductive functions of the
female genitalia. Women's vaginas become
distant parts of their bodies, seldom touched
are

with their own bare hands, washed

secretly, and
so-called unpleasant
smells. This alienation goes to the extent of
women washing their genitalia with
things like
Dettol, using so-called feminine powders and
sprays to keep away their very feminine scent,
and washing themselves before
making love. All
this underpins the association of the female
genitalia with uncleanness, unpleasant odour,
monitored carefully for any

dirt and when it

comes to

STDs, with

women as

the carriers of

sexually transmitted diseases,
espjecially HIV/A1DS in the present climate.
On the other hand, the male genitalia are
as the most
apt representation of

celebrated

maleness/hood,

to the extent that in certain

cultures (Shona?), the woman is expected to
kneel before the man and thank him (in typical

“African”

style) for having “made her see god”
having reached orgasm during sexual
intercourse. Why should one person celebrate
the sexuality of the other as though she is not an
essential and as equal a part of the entire process.
i.e.

Because within the heterosexual definition of
what is

positive, celebratory, empowering and

beautiful, maleness is absolutised as the ultimate
source

of

are

pleasure and fulfillment.
Terrain of Repression

It is

within this cultural terrain that

heterosexuality finds its most “natural” home,
particularly as women play such a central role in
the custodianship of culture as a repressive
phenomenon. That is why heterosexuality has
continued to be so effective as a means of control
over

women's sexuality.

tasked with the

It is the women who are

responsibility of teaching the

young female how to behave “like an African”.
When I hear women speak of so-called unAfrican

dress,

or

behaviour, I always ask myself “What

is African behaviour, and who defined it, when
and why?”
Sapem April. 1994
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African males believe that it is through their sexual prowess
How

come

such terms/concepts

remain

amorphous, undefined, yet assumed to be
unproblematical. and worst, universally
applicable to all Africans, regardless of where
we might be located. For African women, such
terms

become

a

weapon,

usually wielded by

against any attempt to challenge
undemocratically constructed and
manipulated statements. Why should a continent
where diversity finds its truest meaning in terms
of languages, cuisines, music, art, and even the

other women,

such

hues of Blackness as a colour should there

be

a

homogenous something called “African
behaviour”?
And, by the way, this assumption is not without
very gendered and repressive
aimed specifically at women. For
a

connotation,
example, an

man can wear shorts Just as easily as a
European man can, and walk down the streets of
Harare, or Nairobi, or Abidjan with ease, without
the slightest threat of molestation or verbal and
physical abuse from women and other men. But
when an African woman, especially an older
African woman wears shorts and steps out of the
private domain (so many women are not allowed
to wear anything above their knees even within
their homes), she is immediately open to all sorts

African

Sapem April, 1994

that their true manhood is experienced and realised

of abuses -cat-calls, howls, insults,

physical

assault and even arrest. And some would quickly

that

But 1 want to return to the custodial

form the critical “other” in the theatre of human

general play in sustaining and
perpetuating the patriarchal system, especially
through the hetero.sexual form. This is the other
side to the dialectical relationship between control
and oppression on the one hand, and the
in

women

internalisation

of

a

subordinate

and

disempowered status on the other. Just as it is
usually the older African woman who mutilates
and violates little girls in countless villages and
homesteads across this continent every day, every
year (although men have begun to get involved
in this practice in countries like Ghana), and she
tells you that really, it is a matter of making ends
meet

for her

—

she does it for the money

also it is the middle-class woman

—

so

who glowers

and fumes when another African woman
the

raises

critique of heterosexuality at an international

conference

on

women’s

reproductive rights.

Deconstructing Identities

play to the gallery of sexist,
bigots who blame African
women, describing them as "their own enemies”.
While I refuse to

narrow-minded male

point in time for us
gender beyond the

role that

is “unAfrican”. Can you see my

African

discourse about issues of

physical construction of those who perpetuate
such relations of power and control. Women

us

woman

as an

to

point?

African

remind

wearing shorts

1 know that it is critical at this

life, and

we

either play the game

have set it out, on an

try to get

the

way men

obviously unlevel field, and

the little bits and pieces that fall of the
recognise that without us as

masters’ table, or we

fundamentally
unjust patriarchal system, men cannot sustain it.
How do we begin to challenge and deconstruct

collaborators in this unfair and

our

identities

as women so

that

men

will have to

face up to their responsibility of doing the same
for themselves. First and foremost, we must

critically evaluate the custodial roles we play as
gate-keepers of male privilege and interests.
Heterosexuality provides the male with sexual
and social status that women have to challenge

reject. The construction of female sexuality
only in relation to maleness is problematical
because it imposes a compulsory sexuality (read
heterosexuality) which is not defined or
determined by women, in the final analysis.
I know that some sisters will be saying, we are
not passive, we actively participate in
heterosexual relationships with men. But my
and
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question is

on what basis? The answer is on an
unequal and subordinate basis institutionally and

ideologically. Even if one has, at the private
level, a different and striving to be egalitarian
relationship with her male partner, institutionally
in tenns of one’s definition and wider lived

experiences, which are very significant especially
for African

women (the influences of relatives
peers), changes at the level of a personal
relationship do not yet translate into substantive

and

transformation

at

the social level.

Wifehood and Motherhood, the two central
tenets of the

heterosexual form, become mill-

around

stones

women’s

necks

within

a

heterosexual

relationship that is fundamentally
flawed by the fact that it is informed by a
patriarchal ideology which defines women as

which their ravings are written. The facts
speak for themselves, and delusions about

on

No African woman must be owned or
inherited by anyone, regardless of what her
class, race and ethnic status is.

of aging as

negative and asexual and through the
portrayal of women as competitive of each other
for

men as a

sexual and material

resource.

Polygamy is the perfect example of how a
through the heterosexual form, can keep
several women in a situation of control by playing
one woman against the other. In the circumstance,
he can be poly-sexual, enjoy the pleasures of
multiple sexual partners, fulfill most of his sexual
man,

fantasies, and in fact add

to his Harem if none of

banishing feminists and or keeping/retuming all
African women to the status of perpetual slavery
simply will not happen. The best Gaba can do is
wake up and smell the coffee, as someone said
recently, because as we enter the 21st century,
men

like him will become like the dinosaur,

doomed

to

extinction.

Sexuality pervades and colours all aspects of
our lives. It is joyful and
exquisitely beautiful in
all its

celebratory forms — in music, dance,
of suppression

and denial, of control and
discrimination, and of marginalisation and
a means

exclusion

especially for women. As a taboo,
sexuality becomes a terrain of violation and

extensions of men. Note the issue of land tenure

his wives does forhim what he still wants sexually,

systems which grant land to men as a right, but

mutilation, and in order to

and still be

of

have to marry to

have access/usufruct
rights to land. The consequences of such tenure
systems in terms of the violation of women’s
rights as human rights remain largely a silent
women

issue even at a time when a country like Zimbabwe
is taking a monumental step in the process of
reclaiming African rights. Are women less
Africans than men? If they are not, why is it that
the concept of citizen.ship and its implications
for

to

access

gendered and
Women

national
.so

resources

remains

so

iniquitous.
take the

leading role, and
understand the concept “role” as a dynamic
process rather than a status which is cast in stone,
defined centuries ago, and treated like something
that is given for all women.
Women must
challenge the a.ssumption that hetero.sexuality is
must

“an African form" and

courageously
recognise that every human being has the right to
we must

choose -her/his sexual partner,

political
convictions, place of abode, style of life, when or
whether to have a child/ren etc. It is the ability to
exercise the right of choice that we as African
feminists

must

strive for, and

who still have not

even

those

women

around to

naming
themselves for what they actually do -i.e. feminist
activism, challenging the status quo which
assumes that women’s rights are “negotiable”
must become a rallying call for all of us.
We must recognise that heterosexuality also
alienates

us

from

come

our

bodies and from the

celebratory possibilities of our sexuality through
the custodial role we play as mutilators; through
our internalisation of a
repressive Victorian
morality which is fundamentally homophobic
and heterosexist; through the perpetuation of socalled African culture which defines

us as

the

property of all men who have a sexual or familial

relationship with
52

us;

through the representation

successful

socially applauded and held
man

—

The fact of the

in every sense

matter

up as a

of the word.

is that African males

fundamentally believe (even when they do not
do so openly) that it is through their sexual
prowess that their true manhood is experienced
and realised.

Writing for Men?
the contrary from the men out
there, and let me say this again, I shall not/cannot
discourse with gutter-press rhetoric. I shall gladly,
at the intellectual level,
engage in lively and
constructive discourse as a professional, where
the examples about my personal experiences are
not turned into vicious missiles
against my person,
but where our lived experience as human beings
striving to make this a better life are treated with
respect and considered important elements of
our collective social
knowledge.
Let

us

hear

on

In the March issue of SAPEM, a character
called Lewis Gaba has scribbled
about whom he thinks African

some

women

gibberish

should be,

and

through rather gutter press like rhetoric has
insulted my person and accused me of all kinds
of nonsense. On principle, I do not respond to
chauvinistic

ranting and raving that are inspired
by fear and ignorance, and so for the record I
want to state again, that, as a matter of
principle,
1 do not write for

men.

Those

men

who read my

column and feel threatened
Gaba for instance, are

No African female

by what I say, like
simply wasting the paper

body must be violated
through rape, physical and psychological
abuse or genital mutilation through cutting,
elongation or interference of any kind with
the genitalia.

art,

love, dress, etc. However, it has also been used as

restore

it to the

status

something positive and empowering we
must reclaim our sexuality without
hemming it
into any particular sexual form. Of even greater
importance in this process of reclamation, is the
urgent need to own and extend to ourselves as
African women, the concepts of personhood
and bodily integrity. No African woman must
be owned or inherited by anyone, regardless of
,

what her class, race and ethnic status is. No

African female
rape, physical

body must be violated through
and psychological abuse or genital

mutilation

through cutting, elongation

or

interference of any kind with the genitalia.
The Universal Declaration on Human Rights

guarantees this for all men. yet women are still
inherited

on this continent
together with the
sheep, cattle and goats as part of a dead man’s
property. We must expose and fight against such
flagrant violations of women’s rights. By
throwing out traditions and customs which define
women as "things” — hidden under the
guise of
social ritual and so-called belonging, and which
encourage the mutilation of women’s bodies, we
will be reclaiming the right to our own
personhood. and we will be establishing a
different ethical premise for the elimination of
FGM, the levirate. assumed and compulsory
heterosexuality which underpin the continued
violation of women’s rights as human rights.
This is the challenge we face when we begin
to deconstruct social “givens” like the
heterosexual form, and it is a challenge which
extends to all tho.se institutions and systems in
our

societies which have, for centuries, served as

the foundations of women’s

oppression and
exploitation. The point is not only to re-interpret
the reality, but to change it, and a critique of
heterosexuality could not be a better place to
start.D
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DOES THE UN OR THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY
CARE ABOUT THE LIVES OF AFRICANS?
A REPLY TO Ms MARGARET ANSTEE
Horace Campbell

in Angola continues. Once
again the United Nations has extended
the operations in Angola until May 31,
1994. The negotiations continue in Lusaka. Every

T

HE carnage

other week the leaders of UNITA make new

despite the UN sanctions against this
organisation. From time to time over the pa.st
five months there were supposed to be
breakthroughs, but just before the December 15
deadline for tougher sanctions by the Security
Council there was a report that there was an
attempt on the life of Jonas Savimbi. The reports
provided an excuse to postpone the harsher
sanctions which were to be imposed as of
demands

December 15, 1993.

language of “tragedy” in Angola is used
betrayal of the Angolan people
who voted to have peace. The question which
arises is, who is responsible for the present
fighting in Angola? Is this a tragedy where
Africans just cannot stop fighting or are there
more profound issues ofthe future of low intensity
The

to

obscure the

warfare and destabilisation in Africa?
These questions are raised in response to the
reply of Ms. Margaret Anstee, former Special
Representative of the Secretary General of United
Nations in Angola to my articles in the November
1993 issue of S A PEAT. In case many readers
have forgotten, it was the UN which had the
mandate to verify the peace accords and the
elections in Angola. The elections were held in
September 1992 and the government of the
MPLA

won.

The United Nations failed to monitor

and report on repeated violations of the peace
accords because the Bush administration had

Angolans
dying to the tune of over 1000 persons per day.
The substance of my criticism is that the UN
failed the people of Africa and Angola. Though
there may be misinterpretation of details here or
there, the Security Council has allowed Jonas
Savimbi to promise good faith only to buy time
and re-equip FALA with weapons to continue
the destruction. Comparisons can be made with
United Nations Transitional Authority in
Cambodia where the permanent members of the
UN were intent on isolating the recognised
government after the Khmer Rouge decided to
continue fighting after the elections. The United
Nations insisted on a policy ofcomplete isolation.
The problems in Angola are not personal
issues of whether Horace Campbell is right and
Ms Anstee is wrong. The intent of our intervention
was to raise the question of Angola beyond the
hand-wringing claim of “tragedy” which has the

Council after the signing of a peace treaty between

inbuilt subtext of these tribal Africans who cannot

substance and root cause of the failure of the UN.

stop

fighting each other. Ms. Anstee has been
by both sides in the Angolan war.
Our intervention scrupulously avoided name
calling, but wanted to point to the ways in which
UN AVEM 11 did a great disservice to the peoples
of Africa in general and Angola in particular.
The fact is that two years after the Angolan

but reduces the

much vilified

the

elections, there is still no peace.

opposition of the Bush administration to
well known. That
the government of the USA had provided over
US $250million to UNITA to destabilise Angola

obscures the fact that there are still

The debate on
Angola should becarried forward with the number
one objective of stopping the international supply
of weapons to UNITA and finding ways to halt
the fighting.
Ms. Anstee’s Version of the Peace Process
Ms. Anstee

was

the

Special Representative of
from March

expected Jonas Savimbi to be victorious in the

the United Nations Secretary General

elections.

1992 to the middle of 199.5. She was Chief of the

These

were

the basic

premises of

contribution to the discussion
war

in

on

my

the continued

Angola. Ms Anstee's response to the
the travesty of facts

articles spoke of untruths,
and arrant and tendentious

nonsense.

Margaret Anstee should be in a good position
to interpret the mandate of the UN and to be able
to distinguish facts from nomsense. Herpassionate
response was supposed to bring home the point
that the UN did its best in circumstances where

All would
agree with the last fact, but the thrust of her
response to the criticism of the UN in Angola

the

resources were

less than adequate.
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Angola Verification Mission and responsible for
all United Nations activities in Angola connected
with the peace process. This position has ensured
that Ms. Anstee is no ordinary international civil
servant, but

that her activities and those of the

of the contested history of the
and present.
UNA VEM II(The United Nations Verification
and Monitoring Mission) was conceived of in

UN

are now

part

African past

the midst of the cold war. The mandate

UNAVEM I

was to oversee

the Cuban forees from
came

of

the withdrawal of

Angola. UNAVEM 11

about through the resolutions of the Security

UNITA and the MPLA in

USA, the Bicesse Accords
because for the

May 1991. For the
major victory

were a

previous ten

years

the Angolan

government had dismissed UNITA as bandits in
the pay of South Africa and the USA. The terms
of the accords were humiliating for a sovereign
African government, but the

MPLA signed in the

interest of peace.

Among all sections of the international donor
community in Angola, the disinformation of the
West had been so pervasive that most of these
donors believed that UNITA would win the

elections in

1992. There

government and the pattern

widespread
with the MPLA

was

dissatisfaction in the country

in Africa was that
losing free and

incumbent governments were
fair elections. According to

the experts on
“tribalism,” Savimbi had the widest “tribal”
support. Ms.

Anstee does not deal with the
problem to technical issues and

shortage of resources.
The Republicons, the UN and the Angolan
Peace Process
The

the MPLA government was

is also

a

known

fact. The United States

government even in the process of participating
in the Bicesse Accords refused to recognise the

Angolan government. Hence, when the UN
Angola, it was well known

became involved in

that the United States, the dominant force in the

Security Council supported Savimbi and opposed
the government of Angola. The representative of
the Secretary General and the Secretary General
himself certainly knew these facts.
Ms. Anstee, as the head of the UN in Angola,
faced a very difficult task. All branches of the
UN in Angola reported to her and there were
daily reports to the Secretary General. These
Reports informed reports ofthe Secretary General
to the Security Council.
Ms. Anstee claims that it is arrant and

tendentious

nonsense to

say

that the US had

an

presence in the ranks of
UN AVEM11. She would be right if she interpreted

overwhelming
her mandate

as

simply

over

those formally
53
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employed by the Verification Mission. The
United States

was

a

dominant force in Joint

Military and Political Commission (CCPM). The
CCPM

had

responsibility for the
implementation of the peace accords (in the case
of the military—the integration process). In this
sense, the CCPM was a central aspect of the
peace Accord. The CCPM comprised of the
USA, Russia and Portugal. The CCPM did not
report a breakdown of the peace process when
UNITA kidnapped civilians, ambushed aid
workers and raped innocent women. The Special
Representative of the Secretary General was
complicit in this exercise because in the daily
reports to the Secretary General there were no
attempts to give a clear picture of the pilot
core

committees of UNITA.
It may also be true that the Special
Representative did not have the mandate to
complete the exercise of creating the new army.
What in fact happened was that UNAVEM II
gave legitimacy to a fraudulent exercise by having
her military staff spend an inordinate amount of
time and energy on the cantonment,

demobilisation and disarmament of the troops.
In many areas, it was UNAVEM II which fed the

demobilised troops.

was

into the hands of those who want to

understand the

army was

released) but seek to distance oneself from

the

symbolism of lending support to a clearly
dubious exercise called the integration of the
armed forces. Most observers knew that UNITA

fighting simply

between UNITA and the

conflict
government of
as a

Angola.

this that the elections

whatever the

were

to

be

organised

was a

shock to

for UNITA from Zaire. The United States

was

certainly not an impartial representative on the
ground. There were many US citizens working
in all the UN agencies in Angola. All of these
agencies reported to Ms. Anstee. In one case
after the elections, the government of the MPLA
had to ask

a

United States national who worked

for a UN agency to

leave because of his clear and
overwhelming support for UNITA.
The Interpretation of the Frontline

Governments and Peoples
Since the departure of Ms. Anstee from Angola

done because the US

representative in
the CCPM who represented a Republican
administration in Washington, expected UNITA
to

win the elections.

Southern

Africa Report (January-February,
1993, p.44) noted that the U.S. Assistant
Secretary of State for African Affairs, Herman
Cohen had visited Luanda before the elections
and

suggested that the possible non-existence of

the unified army would not be a bar to free and
fair elections. “U.N. officials took their cue from
54

the “renewal of the

war

destabilisation campaign
states

regime in Zaire.
Up to now, the beleaguered regime in Zaire is
implicated in the logistical support and supplies

which

was

by South Africa." This
meeting of the Frontline

called to discuss the renewed

fighting in Angola. This was a clear position
from a head of state in the region with information
of the overflights which were being made to
resupply UNITA just afterthe elections. That the
President of Zimbabwe

destabilisation

comes

saw the war as part of the
from the experience of

those whose lives have been

repair. If the

of the continued
“forgotten tragedy,”
then there are legal implications in relation to
international law. This will especially be the case
if Mozambique and Angola decide to press any
future South African government for
reparations
for damages.
destabilisation, and

not a

The leaders of the Frontline

South Africa’s active role

there

even

insufficient

keep the
peace. Technical reasons are given for the failure
of the peace process. There has been no attempt
to get to the heart of the matter and to
explicitly
condemn UNITA for violating the peace process.
In an address given in London in September
1993 and published in International Relations,
Ms Anstee continues the theme of “Angola: The
forgotten tragedy, A test case for peace keeping.”
Ms Anstee continues to use the word tragedy and
to highlight the limited resources available for
peacekeeping efforts. It seems that her writing
forms part of an effort to develop a neutral
interpretation with respect to the role of the
were

resources to

forces in

Europe with respect to the massacres in

The first

point of major disagreement is with
differing interpretation of the war
and destruction. For most of the European world,
the problem in Angola is a civil war. This narrative
plays into the hands of those who want to
understand the fighting simply as a conflict
between UNITA and the government of Angola.
respect to the

However, those in Southern Africa who have felt
the brunt of military

destabilisation by the South
Africans, understood the objectives of the South
African military
Just as how it was again
recently confirmed by the Goldstone Commission
.

disrupted beyond

war was part

,she has written papers and given talks on Angola.
In all of the discussions, the theme is the same;

Angola.

should have been taken to redress this fact. This

they could continue fighting for a long time.
that his army could
fight for another ten years, this was no idle boast.
The South Africans, now through private
companies continue to supply weaponry and
spare parts to UNITA.
In December 1992, President Mugabe as
Chairperson of the Frontline states called the

had close ties with the Mobutu

reported to the Security Council and
was not

that

Thus when Savimbi argues

statement was made in a

United States, South Africa and the conservative

measures

Cuanavale, the South Africans armed UNITA so

the Bush Administration. This administration

keeping over 40,000 reserve troops in case
it lost the elections. This should have been
was

was armed
by elements of the South
security forces, so it is that, after Cuito

African

outbreak of the

existing conditions.”

The electoral defeat of Savimbi

announced that

created, Ms. Anstee was present
at the ceremony where the new officers were
being commissioned for the new army. On the
part of the UN this may have been simply
symbolism, but for the mass of Angolan and
African people, this suggested that UNAVEM II
gave their stamp of approval for this bogus
exercise of integrating the two armies.
It was the same special representative of the
UN which called for symbolic Blue Helmets to
ensure a cease fire after the
Abidjan talks in
1993. One may have wanted to take credit for the
symbolism in the blue helmets (which were
never

European world, the problem
in Angola is a civil war. This narrative plays

On top of all this, three days

before the elections when it
a new

that Inkatha

For most of the

be

to

states

after the elections. Ms. Anstee

unaware

knew of

destabilise

Angola
professes to

of the massive South African presence

and how the UN used South African

goods and

personnel.
I want to add here that in the

case

of

using

South African goods, the staff of UNAVEM II
and all the agencies in Angola were breaking
international law because there
sanctions
were not

were

still

against South Africa. These sanctions
lifted until in 1993.

Ms. Anstee accepts
African pilots, but she

that there were South
justified this by saying
that they had the necessary experience of bush
flying. I want to reiterate the point that this
experience came from bombing Angolans over
the period 1978 from the Cassinga massacres, to
the bombings in the war at Cuito Cuanavale in
1988. Does Ms. Anstee want to suggest that there
were no experienced African
pilots who could
have been recruited ?

South Africa and the UN After the Elections
On the

question of the involvement of the

South Africans in the whole destruction of Angola
there is

no

doubt. Ms. Anstee claims that the

invitation of South Africans

during the
registration process came at the behest of the
Angolan government. What is known is that
certain sections of this corrupt government had
commercial relations with the South Africans.
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important was the fact that the
Angolan government took the peace accords
seriously and had invited the South Africans to
carry out mine clearing operations. This was
quite in order since the South African army along
But what is

harharism. the international

more

with UNITA would have been

responsible for
those who

the land mines which blew up

Boutros Ghali had urged the Security Council
to advise the Angolan government to change

Angola so that Savimbi
could be made Vice President. This

the Constitution of

suggestion was rejected by the Security
Council.

attempted to traverse the areas of former battles.
When UNITA declared that

the elections were

knowledge
supported by the USA, by South
Africa and by the Secretary General of the U nited
fraudulent, Jonas Savimbi had full
that he would be

Nations. Prior to the elections, Savimbi had

talks with the discredited leaders of

secret

apartheid in Pretoria. When he declared war in
October, Sean Cleary a South African intelligence
operative developed a Strategic Concept paper
to share power between UNITA and the MPLA.
This was designed to give the UNITA forces the
most important ministries in the government,
defence, finance and foreign affairs.
Sean Cleary had experience in destabilisation
African

and had earlier worked for the South

government to

undermine the transition process

in Namibia. In Namibia, the South

Africans had

experience and
suggestions of Cleary, Pik Botha, the apartheid
foreign Ministerof white South Africa intervened
with his so-called .shuttle diplomacy to bring Dos
Santos and Savimbi together. In the process of
this so-called diplomacy, the South Africans
were coordinating more support of arms and fuel
failed. On the basis of the

government) the Secretary General
implement the key sanctions in order
to give Savimbi time to show good behaviour.
Speaking by the satellite phone to Savimbi, the
Secretary General told the Security Council that

the MPLA

refused to

he had assurances from the

leader of UNIT A that

they would come to a cease fire. The satellite
hook up with Savimbi should have been a key
component of the sanctions. This is how Savimbi
communicates with his troops, with the offshore
bankers in Madeira, his South African supporters
and with those from De Beers

who buy the

Diamonds in Zaire.
Ms. Anstee was in a difficult

position. What

happened was that Margaret Anstee
should have resigned when it was clear that the
Secretary General himself had political
should have

motivations which would have undermined the
peace process and the implementation of a cease
fire after the outbreak of the war. This was what

government came to know exactly what was
afoot, they declared Botha a persona non grata

Mohammed Sahnoun, the UN Special
representative in Somaliadid when he understood
that the UN was manipulating the crisis so that
the US could land troops in a “humanitarian
exerci.se.” Ever since the so called peace talks
were initiated in Namibe in 1992 up to 1994,

in

Angola.
representative of the Secretary General,
Mr. M. Golding, a former British ambassador to
Angola, was despatched to Angola and his terms
of reference were the same as the Strategic

Savimbi and UNITA used the talks to stall so that

Concepts paper of the South Africans. Mr.

government was

so

that Savimbi could launch the October 31.

1992 strike in Luanda. When the

Angolan

The

Golding

was aware

that the Secretary General

himself was interested in

a

formula which would

conciliate Savimbi and reward UNITA

forgoing
urged the Security
Council to advise the Angolan government to
change the Constitution of Angola so that Savimbi
could be made Vice President. This suggestion
was rejected by the Security Council.
to war.

Boutros Ghali had

Savimbi and the
Jonas Savimbi

Negotiations

was aware

of the support that

Secretary General and this is
why the whole process of negotiations from
Namibe to Addis Ababa to Abidjan to Lusaka
he had from the

has been farcical. The United
care

Nations does not

for the lives of Africans and that is

why new

deadlines are always given to Savimbi. When the

finally passed sanctions against Savimbi,
(afterthe new Clinton administration recognised
UN
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they could re equip their forces. All of the
were

talks

wring concessions from the

made to

Angolan government.
The negotiating position of the Angolan

clear.

1. That UNITA returns to

the principles of the

Bicesse Accords.
2. That UNITA

recognise the results of the

elections and work to have the run off for the
Presidential elections.
3. That UNITA removes its forces from
areas

that

all the

occupied since the elections
Angolan government has been

were

Because the

severely weakened by the war. the international
community and the United Nations has ignored
the calls of the Angolan government and continue
to negotiate on the basis of the demands made by
Savimbi. This has been the crime of the United

Angola since the elections in
September 1992. In the words of one British
Nations in

commentator:

the social and economic situation
worsened daily

and the country sank into

community

merely continued with the kind of
duplicitous negotiations that have
provided cover for the war waged hy
UNITA on a largely defenceless
population.
Ms. Anstee who initiated these “duplicitous"

negotiations to reward UNITA had refused to
“stand up for the principle of democracy” after
the elections. Other observers have compared
the negotiation tactic of the UN as comparable to
asking Bill Clinton to share power with George
Bush

even

after Bush lost the elections in 1992.

writing in the journal ,
Africa Report in January 1993, said
explicitly that:
The United Nations team, led hy the
Victoria Brittain

Southern

Special Representative of the Secretaiy
General.Margaret Anstee.hears a heavily
responsihility for the present situation.
Anstee can he held responsihle not only
for the violent present andfuture ofAngola,
hut. as serious, for ohscuring from
international puhlic opinion both the
e.xtent and the character of the violence.
Victoria Brittain in

a

series of articles in the

The Guardian, went further
to give a history of how Anstee had refused to
report the extent of the violations. Her articles in
the Southern Africa Report are devastating and
clearly blamed Ms. Anstee. As of this date, there
is no record that Margaret Anstee has replied to
the articles. Is the response to SAPEM simply
another attempt to silence Africans?
The reality is that the war in Angola continues.
It may be possible that afterthe April elections in
British newspaper.

South Africa, there will be serious attempts to
cut

off the

now one

supplies through Zaire. UNITA is

of the principal clients ofthe Annaments

Corporation in South Africa. TlieTEC has blamed
the continued supplies for UNITA on private
fimis. It is expected that an ANC government
will not forget its obligations to cut off the
special destabilisation forces of the South African
Defence Forces.

impending elections in South Africa may
bring about the conditions for a ceasefire in
Angola. It is not important to quibble about the
UN did the right thing in announcing the elections
in Angola. The lessons of Angola are that those
The

in Southern
vigilance is
needed in Mozambique and in South Africa.
After this phase, the next task is to push for a
reorgani.sation of the UN so that .Africa will be
represented in the Security Council. The other
task is to be vigilant so that the agencies of the
who support peace and renewal
Africa have to be vigilant. This

United Nations

are

not used to

destabilise and

recolonise Africa.G
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REVIEWS

UNITED NATIONS IN SOMALIA
Seeking Peace from Chaos: Humanitarian Intervention in Somalia by
Samuel M. Makinda, Lynne Rienner Publishers, Boulder, 1993

/

Reviewed

w

Somalia

HEN

one

worst

by

Tandeka Nkiwane Muzenda

attempts to identify the

humanitarian and

political
crisis in Africa, almost instinctively
comes to mind. Indeed the
ongoing-

crisis in Somalia and the role of the United

Nations (UN) in Somalia

sparked

of the situation though,

Although the Somali people ore virtually
homogenous in ethnicity, language and
script, they have traditionally divided
themselves along clan or familial lines.

barrage of
literature in the last two years, including Samuel
M. Makinda 's Seeking Peace from Chaos:
In

occasional paper

of 92 pages. Makinda
attempts to analyze the Somali crisis from an
historical as well as internationalist perspective,
focusing on the UN efforts at achieving peace
an

since 1992.
The first, and

definitely the best portion of the

pap ■ examines some of the roots of the Somali
crisis. Although the Somali people are

virtually
homogenous in ethnicity, language and script,
they have traditionally divided themselves along
clan or familial lines. As a Kenyan who
spent
some time in Somalia, Makinda does a
good job
in explaining that beyond the irredentist ambitions
of some politicians. Somalis have over the
centuries distinguished themselves by clan.
The role of the fomier Soviet Union and the

United States (US) in

fomenting conflict in the

region is also examined. .Amiaments of up to
US$2..‘' billion poured into Somalia under the
reign of deposed President Siad Barre. while
aligned to bcith superpowers at differing times.
These

same

annaments

were

situation of civil strife into
still

a

used to

civil

can

and

therefore lx;st be described

collective failure, with acollective
to

war.

turn

a

are

being used to try and end the war militarily.

Somalia

assist in

as a

responsibility

ending the conflict.

United Nations

This

text is weak

Credibility

when the author examines

the role of the international

community, and
particularly the UN. Although written last year,
already there was considerable concern about
the mandate and actions of UN troops in Somalia,
yet the author barely outlines the controversial
aspects, in an attempt to romanticize an "historical
and unprecedented” intervention by the
international community under Chapter VII of
the UN Charter, authorizing the use of force in
situations threatening international peace and
security.
"For many years it was argued that the UN had
no credibility with
regard to the re.solution of
56

had

Council agreed on the use-of-force mandate.
International Consensus

a

Humanitarian Intervention in Somalia.

is that only in three cases,
Iraq and Somalia, and where the US has
command and control, has the
Security

Korea,

This raises serious issues

internationally

concerning the use of force in conflict situations
which the author does not discuss
adequately.
international conflict; by

1992 however, UN

Indeed there has been no international consensus

credibility

when peace enforcement is necessary and
acceptable. The question of sovereignty is not
discussed in detail, with the presumption made

involvement in

the matter of

Secretary-General Boutros Boutros-Ghali's
observation that the UN had almost too much
was indisputable." (p.60)
This observation assumes that increased

pieacekeeping operations, for
example, automatically lent credibility and
legitimacy to those operations. Whereas it is true

on

that with

functional government in Somalia,

no

sovereignty

Sovereignty, in

was not at

issue.

actively

supersede
humanitarian questions, or intervention on behalf
of the people. But then cannot the
sovereign
integrity of an underdeveloped state be abused in

involved in international crises, this factor rather

the name of peace and humanitarianism as defined

than

by Western powers who control the Security
Council? Can sovereignty not become the

that with the end of the Cold War, the UN

Security Council

now

became

more

lending credibility to the organization's

activities, rai.sed

any case, cannot

plethora of new questions
regarding the nature of international action. This
controversy is clearly illustrated by Somalia.
Although Makinda may be correct in arguing

prerogative of the powerful? These types of
questions are simply not raised.

that, "it made

operation in Somalia)

a

a

considerable difference that UN

The text states that, "UNOSOMI (the first UN
was a

failure in large part

and industrialised countries undertook to address

tiecause it lacked the authority to enforce

the Somali crisis and

(p.77) The author furtherdescribes the successes,
real and potential of UNOSOM II (established

provided humanitarian
relief. (p.l4)” the author fails to discuss
adequately other factors surrounding the
humanitarian crisis. For example, the UN was
forewarned, as early as 1988 of an impending
crisis in Somalia, and indeed when Siad Barre
was

was

overthrown in 1991 and a political vacuum
left in the East African nation, the UN chose

not to

intervene. It

only in 1992 after the
proportion were
attempts at peacekeeping, and eventually a huge
and largely unnecessary military intervention
was

situation had reached

a

crisis

undertaken.

Similarly in discussing the Security Council
Resolution 794 which mandated intervention of
the US-led Unified Task Force (UNITAF) in
December of 1992. the author does
the factors

not

discuss

surrounding the adoption of this

after UNITAF in

March

peace.”

199.^) in peace

enforcement. What Makinda fails

to address is

precisely how the use-of-force mandate led to an
escalation of violence,
including an
unprecedented killing of approximately 96
peacekeepers, who now became combatants and
part of the crisis. Conspicuously absent from the
paper as well is an analysis of human rights
abuses by UN forces, as is so
poignantly described
in a report by African Rights in June, I99.J also
detailing the undisclosed numbers of Somalis
killed,

some

estimate in the thousands.

Makinda's

text

is

good on the chronology of
lacking in analysis. The

the Somali crisis, but

author mentions, "that the issue is not whether
force should be used but rather how much ...”

resolution. The United States

agreed to provide
troops if under US command and control, and

(p.81) This is preci.sely the issue, though, that
has yet to be resolved amongst international

not that of the UN.

thinkers. With the withdrawal of

The UN Charter when

envisaging the use-of-force mandate, presumed
a global situation of several
“big powers” thereby
providing checks-and-balances in the Security
Council when invoking Chapter VII. The reality

troops

from Somalia

most

Western

at the end of March this

and no resolution of the political crisis in
sight, it would perhaps be prudent to re-examine
some of the tenets that this text is based
upon.U

year,
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LEGACIES OF APARTHEID
African Tripod: Studies on Economics, Politics and Conflict by Bertil
Odén, Thomas Ohlson, Alex Davidson, Per Strand, Mars Lundahl and Lena
Moritz, Nordiska Afrikainstitutet, Uppsala, 1994

The South

Reviewed by Thomas

T

HE decision to hold elections on

Deve
domestic

April

creation of a non-racial democratic South

South Africa has today degenerated into a
situation where those not willing to

and

compromise declare their readiness to go to

political ideological structure backed by a very
strong militarisation of the state and the increasing
use of military force. On the economic front.
South Africa created a structure in which capital
accumulation has taken place on the basis of a
high level of coercion and state enforced violence

26-28,1994, is a major step towards the

Africa, but will this event guarantee peace

stability in a country that was run on the basis of

war

for their cause.

system which gave a privileged political and
economic position for the Whites’? Are the various
a

leaders and their followers aware

that their

political maturity is about to be severely tested
and finally, are the current contestants well
equipped to alleviate the structural ills of the
economy, since foreign leaders and investors
will maintain and wait-and-.see attitude? These
and other issues occupy the centre stage of the
book, The South African Tripod: Studies on
Economics. Politics and Conflict, which is an
attempt to give an up-to-date background and
analysis of what the authors term the crucial
tripod of peace and conflict, economics and the
political path to democracy.
Democracy
The book is divided

The Path to

and

prompt the authors

into revising theirde.scription

strategies of the different actors to resolve
apartheid’s key legacies in the areas of violence,
ethnicity, identity, politics and economics which
today translate into concrete problems that must
be resolved by any new government in South

of the

Africa.

Democracy. Alex Davidson
analyse political developments
since February, 1990, and point out the difference
between the National Party (NP) model for a
democratic future (i.e. a means of securing White
In The Path to

and Per Strand

minority protection from majority rule and to
preclude a strong central government) and the
main alternative formulated by the African
National Congress (ANC) alliance which views
democracy as inseparable from
redistribution.
Sapem April. 1994

The

question of economic redistribution

informs Lundahl’s and Moritz’s

economic

contribution on

the
two note that the political changes in South
Africa are creating strong pressures for the

The

Quest for Equity in South Africa where

redistribution of wealth, income and government

.spending in favourof the African majority. Their

similar to
neo-classical economists

conclusions, for the most part, are
those of mainstream

on the relationship
redistribution, economic growth

especially

between
and the

government budget.
The final section on

into three sections focusing

Democracy, The Quest for Equity
lastly a Conflict Study. The contributors
grapple with what is commonly referred to as a
democratisalion process which amounts to the
gradual addressing of a complex web of political,
economic, social, military, cultural, historical
and other legacies of apartheid.
Given the speed of events and the turbulent
dynamics of South Africa’s crisis which have
and are developing at a remarkable pace, it is
gratifying to note that the recent events did not

on

opposition and keeping the liberation

as far away as possible from South
Africa. To achieve this. Whites constructed a

struggle

Conflict Study is a very

challenging and stimulating analysis of possible
future scenarios in South Africa and the sub-

region. Key problems identified relatetopolitical
violence, political participation, race, ethnicity
and identity, and finally, the economic dilemma
linked to the issues of growth and contribution.
Apartheid Ideology and Apartheid
The book is well-written and its major strength
derives from the authors’ unanimity in evaluating
crucial issues related to the future of the country.
Odén and Ohlson summarises the problem as
one of legitimacy:
Without it. the country becomes more

ungovernable, the economy remains in
the

decline,

violence

persists,

unemployment increases, and crime
The longer the delay in
arriving at a workable solution, the more
intractable the problems will he. and the
less the legitimacy the .strategy to deal
with those problems will enjoy.
It is reiterated in the book that the basic aims
continues to grow.

of apartheid's

strategies on the dome.stic conflict

have been consistent from

1948 to 1990. The

preservation of
and control over politics and
economics in the country. The strategy has
consistently sought to defend the basic structures
and institutions of apartheid, by eliminating

basic consideration has been the
White minority rule

and control.

weak on defining the agenda
ideology which
was informed by the need to resist the functions
of apartheid structures outlined above. This
oversight is a result of the authors’ preoccupation
with political parties and hence the conspicuous
absence of other popular forces dictating the
vibrancy of South Africa’s civil society. In the
section that covers the historical background,
there is no reference to the ordinary working men
The book is very

of the liberation movement or its

opposition to apartheid or even
European encroachment. Instead, the book
reduces the terrain of struggle to parliamentary

and women’s

parties, the National Party, the White right, the
Democratic Party, the Labour Party and the
Indian parties and the non-parliamentary parties
(mainly arising out of the struggle by non-White
South Africans for political rights), the tripartite
alliance—the African National Congress. South
African Communist Party and Cosatu. the
Africanist movements, the

Pan-Africanist

Congress (PAC) and Azanian

People’s

Organisation (AZAPO).
Whi 1st it is clear that the authors focus more on

post-1990 developments, readers would want
an insight into the substantive issues that
have led to the existence of these parties and how
their agendas differ on the important policy
issues, over land, nationalisation and socialism,
tociteafew areas. Contextualising these historical
differences and shifts in ideological outlook
would greatly enhance the reader’s capacity to
comprehend why the various parlies’ concepts
of democracy differ and are hard to reconcile and
sometimes totally incompatible to the extent that
this lack of consensus on a future democratic
South Africa has today degenerated into a
situation where those not willing to compromise
declare their readiness to go to war for their

the
to

have

cause.
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Despite the shortcomings cited above, the
successfully explores how the internal
negotiations have resulted in a working
arrangement mainly for ANC and the NP — no
wonder why it is now a commonplace cliché that
book

“we cannot win at the table what

we

have not

the

ground". This arrangement has not
been fully embraced by other parties namely the
won on

bantustan leaders like Chief Buthelezi who heads

the Zulu-based Inkatha Freedom
White
an

Party and the
rightwing. These groups have threatened

all-out

“would

war

of secession which the book notes

ethnic

conflict and the other way round.
The contributors successfully demonstrate how
delicate the transition process is. One is shown a
variety of actors who may wish to block the
process and these range from the security
apparatus and the civil service; the Conservative
Party and some on the right wing of the National
Party; the Afrikaner Weerstandsbeweging
(AWB) and other small

nghtwing, neoNazi and apartheid supporters. It is clearly noted
that the consequence of a blocked process would
extreme

doubt be very

disruptive, but would
necessarily result in a Yugoslavian-type
conflict where group identification preponderates
overexisting non-ethnic ties of loyalty” (p.l38no

those solutions, the less will he the risk of

be intensified violence

taking South Africa
spiral of chaos, civil war
and national collapse.
The book will be of great value to those
who want to have an understanding of South
Africa’s transition process and the road to the
April 26-28 elections. It is lucidly written
and hopefully, the publication will
generate
into

a

downward

further debate
Africa in

on

the future role of South

world

experiencing global
hegemony of an ideology ba.sed on Western
liberal democracy and the market economy .□
a

not

139).

Ethnicify

CALL FOR CONTRIBUTIONS

How is the issue of ethnicity and ethnic
groupings dealt with in the book? It is noted that

there exists in South Africa “warlike

...

"cssnv OF THC MONTH"

groups

of

ethnically defined political organisations”
(p. 138). Generally, treatment of this subject has
left many people not well-informed on the nature
of economic and power relations between
Africans themselves, and between Africa and
the capitalist world. When dealing with the socalled bantustan peoples who are allegedly bound

by ethnicity, one expects to
between the

man

who,

on

see

the difference

strives to maintain its traditional integrity
and autonomy, and the man who invokes ethnic
ideology in order to maintain a power position in
the modem capital city and whose ultimate aim
is to undermine and exploit the people he claims
represent.
This

UUg

inviting scholars and academics to contribute articles
"Cssoy of the Month” column in the Revieuu Section of
ourmogozine Southern ttfrican Political ond€eonomi<
Monthly (SIIP€M),
ore

for the

behalf of his ethnic

group,

to

FOR SOUTH€ttH tttVItlU

SAKS TKUST

point is raised indirectly by Odén and

This column aims at

enhancing the liveliness of the magazine
stimulating further debate on flfrico's cultural, economic,
sociol ond political develapments. UUe are encauraging scholand

to submit more research-bosed empiricol contributions for
this column os these pieces ujil I be subjected to o
si^stem of peer

ars

revieuu.

Ohlson in their discussion of conflicts that might
arise from the

differing perceptions of the actors

when confronted with definition of participation.

The two note that South Africans have competing

In oddition to a modest honoraria being offered,
that as a result of tight selection of such

pleose note

manuscripts, the
publication con be cited for purposes of academic promotion.

for structuring participation, with
putting forward constitutional
proposals for enshrining group rights and

The articles should not exceed 4 000 uuords ond must be

representation as a pillar of a new South Africa,

occomponied by

programmes

ethnic groups

a

brief abstract of not

more

thon 200 uuords.

in contrast to other constitutional schemes that
would minimise such

group-based politics. In

their words

This is an e.xiraordinarily difficultproblem

disentangle. Our assessment is that
and ethnicity are serious problems,
but that they are correlated with and
subordinated to other developments,
mainly in the areas of participation,
to

race

poverty eradication and redistribution. In
other words, the more problem-solving
there is in economics and politics and the
more
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BEYOND THE ZULU ON THE STOEP
There's A Zulu On

My Stoep, starring Leon Schuster and

John Matshikiza

Reviewed by Thomas Deve

p

RODUCTION notes for the film There's
a

Zulu on My Stoep spell out that this film

should not simply be reduced to a mere
side-splitting comedy with heart, but “some kind
of contribution on the big screen which would be
an acknowledgement that we must move closer,
hold our hands out to making this country (South
Africa) work”, says Leon Schuster, the brains

fight with 'kleilate' and
as slingshots”. What are
using to fight?

both old and young

‘kettles’ better known
the Whites
There is

no

doubt that the film is a good

behind this film. But does this film

succeed in

exposition of rightwing folly in terms of the
group's politics which is portrayed through the
character. Diehard, portrayed as a tough German

that endeavour or is it just another

Solomon's

who commands the stalwarts

Mines

or

The Gods Must Be Crazy

in terms of its

impact viz the question of how the
perceive themselves?
The film has hilarious comical episodes that
will send the whole audience reeling with laughter
whilst others experience tears of laughter rolling
down their cheeks. In terms of its political
message, I feel that it smacks of mischief even

ultimate

Africans

before

one

convinces oneself of the essence of

watching the film. For example, the title of the
film indicates that the Zulu is located at the
verandah of
sure

somebody’s house and one is not

about his status. When one has

watched the

in the
portrayed in every instance as someone
going to places where he is not supposed to be,
and there is no indication whether that person has
movie, it becomes clear that the African
film is

right to be there. Where does Zulu belong?
begins on a good note when the two
main actors, Leon Schuster as Rhino
Labuschague and John Matshikiza as Zulu
Rakabela are featured during their childhood
playing as equals with mudslings, but this is
quickly transformed when the two are joined by
a ten-year-old White girl, Rowena, who insists

the

The film

that Rhino must use his friend Zulu

r

mudsling throwing. Not only does it end there,
"the world should now know that South Africans

for

a gun

shooting target practice. Rhino clutches the rifle
and successfully hits the tin on Zulu’s head and
this horrifying incident heraldsZulu’s humiliation

jailbird in America and the subsequent
deportation to South Africa.
Why should the estranged African be a Zulu?
This is mischievous, considering the fact that the
Zulu nation has been portrayed negatively in the
history books right from the days of Shaka to the
current representation of the Inkatha “menace”
in South African politics especially in the province
of Natal. Just like the Zulu is depicted as a
“warrior” marauding the South African

even as a

events

after the

hinterland, the Zulu in the film becomes the
notorious

self-proclaimed world champion of

Sapem April, 1994

of

a

radical

rightwing organisation called TIRD (Threatened
Immigrants Rightwing Defence). The choice of
the name Diehard is quite appropriate in the
South African scenario. This is the man

who

stops his prisonerZulu from singing/Vto.tt Sikelel'

iAfi ica (God Bless Africa) on their way from the
airport and reminds him that whilst the status is
changing, certain people’s mentality will never
change. This unflinching commitment to
apartheid and how it gives Whites privileged
political and economic status is demonstrated
through the mockery of the scratch cards mania
and beauty pageants, all popular South African
institutions. If my reading of the film is correct,
Schuster is at pains to show that apartheid cannot
be reformed, because his chosen symbol of
fascism, the resilient Diehard, only vanishes
from the scene when an elephant crushes him
and proceeds to trumpet Nkosi Sikelel’ Africa,
the song popularly associated with the struggle
for national liberation in Africa.

Much of the film’s humorous
on

episodes centre
people

what life would be if Black and White

voluntarily switched colour and positions in
society. This also extends to language. Remember
how Prince Charles, played by Peter Hugo, evades

journalists who are bugging his phone, by
communicating with his partner in Zulu? The
inclusion of the British royal family is aimed at
mocking South Africa's flirtations with royalty.
On the aspect of switching colour, there is no
doubt that Rhino does not enjoy being disguised
as

his

traps they

have set up.

African

women are

maid at the TIRD

insulted when the Black

gathering loses control of

herself because she is excited to see an “African”
man.

She

indecently assaults him after she learns

that he is

a

“prince" and has lots of cattle. It is

amazing to discover that Rhino, who is supposed
to have grown up with Zulu out on the farms,
cannot understand or even utter a single word in
an African language.
Whilst it is acommonplace cliché that Africans
employed as domestic servants often pilfer from
their masters, we are pre.sented with Rhino in
disguise trying to get food and drink and is
subjected to harsh and cruel treatment by the
“lady" of the hou.se whenever he is discovered.
On the other extreme, John Matshikiza is
as a pathological thief busy trying to
valuables he sees in the house, to the
extent that he successfully dislodges a diamond
earring from one of the guests when he treats her
to some royal embrace. Perhaps, the film was
trying to tell us that the rich are always stealing
from each other whenever the opportunity arises.
Ironically, the White woman who indecently
assaults Zulu during the dinner, claimed that .she
could smell an African from a long distance
because of her experience as a Selous Scout
during the days of Rhodesia, but finds herself
attracted to Zulu, and fails to detect that he is a

portrayed
steal any

disguised African. This debunks certain myths
that have developed around apartheid institutes
and their image of invincibility and shows how
fragile their supporters become when the pillars
are shaken and people lose their disguises.
Finally, in spite of the apparent unchanging
mentality of certain sections of the White
population and the impending Black ascendancy
over

the Diehards, the Whites have to realise

that

when he is reduced to servitude, because

they ought to return everything that does not
belong to them to the rightful owners as
symbolised by the return of the young Black girl.
Tinkle (Michelle Bowes) who had been adopted

White.

by Rhino to his father Zulu. In the long run.

Black and the most embarrassing moments

occur

bizarre, that they are even an endangered species
in their own home if they happen to ignore the

“partner in crime” Zulu enjoys being

The whole scenario is

complicated when Zulu

catapults himself into the company of the TIRD
who gathered at Diehard and Rowena's home,
which in terms of fortification, represents

insecurity the majority of Whites experience.
their homes becomes so

The need to protect

Blacks and Whites have to .settle

peacefully as a

family in the manner the children Tinkie
and Prince William (Syke Svorinic) cultivate a
great friendship around the hilarious booby traps
that were so lethal that poor Rowena and Diehard
literally do not know what hit them.U
human
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THE AFRICAN-AFRICAN AMERICAN
SUMMIT 1993: A CRITIQUE

-J

Fanon Che Wilkins

A

FRICAN World had “Can African

internal contradictions, which

Americans Save Africa?"

exacerbated

as

its

cover

story in the November-December 1993

issue which

highlighted the major

events and

proposals which emanated from the AfricanAfrican American Summit convened in
Libreville. Gabon May 24-29.1993. Principally
organised by the Reverend Leon Sullivan, the
Summit’s primary aim was to strengthen the ties
of Africans on the continent to those of their long
estranged sisters and brothers in the United States
of America. This

was

the second African -African

American Summit (A.AAS), the first hosted

by

the late Felix

d'Ivoire

Houphet-Boigny in Abidjan. Cote
in April 1991. Taking place in two year

intervals the next site for the Summits

are

in

always drawn
inspiration for struggle from the African
continent. Conversely, the setbacks and gains
experienced by the working peoples of the African
diaspora assisted in ushering in the “winds of
change” which led to the independence explosion
that swept the continent in the 1950's and 60's.
So for the last four centuries, there has always
been these backward and forward linkages, this
continuity which has yielded the advancements
made thus far.

Advancements
Africa is

must

a success

be

domination,

countries have achieved the

..

and

high level government representatives from
many others". From the United States the
delegation “consisted of government, political
and community leaders...“ [in that order]. Such
marquis names as Reverend Jesse Jackson.
Virginia Governor Douglas Wilder. Minister
.

Louis Farrakhan and

a

host of entertainers

including Ossie Davis, Ruby Dee, Cicely Tyson
Gregory made up the U.S. delegation.

and Dick
It

was

estimated that some 800 Africans from the

United States

paying over U.S.$2(KX) a piece
attended the Summit representing multinationals,
student groups and NGOs.
To understand what took place in Libreville in
May 1993, it is important that the Summit be
examined in terms of its structural composition
(e.g. how was it organised? what were the roles
of the various elements involved?) and the

ideological orientation of its conveners and host.
Invariably, an analysis of the latter and the former
will shed some light on the objectives and
resolutions reached at the Summit. This

we

the

means

one

of

production continue

to

be owned,

controlled and

managed by foreign elements and
their comprador stooges.
As the 2()th century comes to a close, those
genuinely concerned about Africa’s place in the
next century recognise clearly that
gone are the
days when time and energy was invested in
leaders, states and military regimes. The working
peoples of Africa yearn for a new mode of
politics. As one leading African historian. Wamba
dia Wamba stated, the 21st century demands an
emancipative politics that moves “beyond elite
politics” and statism. Going beyond elite politics
will begin to lay the groundwork for the
democratisation of knowledge, skills and
resources

(natural/artificial) which will unleash

the creative

capacity of the working peoples of

Africa, in the interest of improving the objective
and subjective realities of the continent. It is

against this back drop that we turn to examine the
African African-American Summit 1993 and
assess

its merit and

viability.

Class On Both Shores

The African-African American Summit
Africa In Crisis

Africa’s problems are great.
for Africa’s

could

hardly say that African
aspirations set forth
by peasants and the working poor. On the whole,

shall

return to later.

qualified. Though

story relative to imperialist

1997.

Participants in the Gabon Summit included

masked and

Africans in the West have

Abuja. Nigeria in 1995 and Dakar. Senegal in

“heads of state from fifteen African countries

are

by the continuous onslaught of
imperialist domination.

predicament

are

Hence the reasons
the result of both

internal and external contradictions. On the
hand Africa continues

one

feel the

represented a certain brand of nationalism which
sought to exercise a certain degree of .selfdetermination. Any group that seeks to carry out
such

an

exercise

must

determine which “social

class” is best suited to represent large

grip of
underdevelopment which was set in motion by
the Atlantic Slave trade, imperialism, colonialism

group or

and neo-colonialism. On the other hand, .Africa

Congress: Aspects of the International Class
Struggle In Africa,” “which class leads the

is
60

struggling to

come to

to

grips with her

own

segments of the population. As Walter Rodney
asked in “Toward The Sixth Pan-African

national movement and how

of

carrying

capable is this class

out the historical task of national

liberation”? Although Rodney asked these
questions within the context of Pan-Africanism,
his point can be applied to the AAAS. Based on
the attendance and objectives of the AAAS, the
assumption seems to be that the African petitbourgeoisie in the United States (those
particularly in mind. body, and spirit) are
economically and politically capable of assisting
Africa in ameliorating its condition. This of
course would be facilitated by the close assistance
of the comprador African ruling class which
control the vast majority of state bureaucracies.
The roster of key participants in the Summit:
government officials (from both Africa and the
United States), business persons, prominent
quasi-community leaders (e.g. Jesse Jackson)
and entertainers suggest a certain class and
ideological orientation that begs the question of
who will benefit? The important point here is
that Africans in the United States participating in
the Summit met with the very governments that
the people of Ivory Coast and Gabon are
struggling against. In addition, the cost incurred
from the Summit only reinforced the exploitation
of the people by cutting into expenditures that
could have rightly assisted in improving health
care provisions, water
supply and education.
Class must he accented and given adequate

I

attention. Often times within the United States,
because of the pervasiveness of racism, class
within the African

community is treated as a
secondary contradiction. Race more often than
not ties up the head of the African
peoples of the
United States and hinders their ability to see the
forest for the trees. It cripples and blinds most
from being able to identify parasitic elements in
Black faces. This mentality of course benefits
the U.S. ruling class a great deal, but on the tJip
side, the .African petit-bourgeoisie within the
United States (which should be using its resources
in the interest of the African working class with
the intent of leading the broad base coalition of
other oppressed groups e.g. Latinos, Indigenous
Peoples of the .Americas etc.) is taking great
advantage in promoting its own interest under a
nationalist banner. Hence the

reason

that the

AAAS

sought to promotejoint business ventures
and encourage more U.S. companies to invest in
Africa. This is not

to

scathed business ventures

and throw the

baby out with the bath water, but
the question that emerges is what type of business
and how will it be run? Will business be structured
Sapem April. 1994
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and
on a

can

means

government

capitalist principles of profit (by any
necessary) and individual gain? Or will it
be structured around some egalitarian principles
which are income generating and serve the interest
of all involved. Based on the fact that United

corporations were invited to the Summit,
makes one wonder if the fomier question has
already been answered with an emphatic YES.

States

The Debt Crisis

One of the

major obstacles that Africa faces

regard to harnessing the productive capacity
society is that of external debt. Mr. Lamond
Godwin, one of the key planners of the AAAS
and senior director of American Express Bank,
stated “the monster at the gate that is paralyzing
the economic potential of Africa, is the debt
crisis”. Mr. Godwin .suggest that in order to

with
of

relieve much of Africa’s debt,

policy makers

push the United States toenact a programme
similar to that which was developed for Latin
America- the Enterprise for Americas Initiative
(EAl). He suggest that the EAl’s package of debt
relief, which includes "new lending initiatives;

must

investment

promotion initiatives; trade
help African

liberalisation initiatives” will

“economies restructure and re-integrate
themselves into the

global economy". Mr.

Godwin is “convinced that most of the financing
for projects, big,
and

so

forth,

long tenn infrastructure projects

can

best be financed through

as the World Bank
Development Bank”.
The issue of debt is a complex one. The
criticism that 1 have for Mr. Godwin’s objectives
(which are the objectives of the Summit) are that
they mirror the policies purported by the IMF
and World Bank. Structural Adjustment

multilateral institutions, such
and the African

Africa. The
calls for creative economic

Programmes have been a failure in
21st

century
alternatives that transcend the

euphoria

surrounding the “market”. In this regard.

Samir

Amin states that "the market represents an

outside any specific
social context. This erroneous postulate is no
more than an expression of the economistic
alienation essential for ideological legitimitation
of capitalism. The market does not in fact
determine .scxtial relations: on the contrary, the

economic

rationality

per se

framework of social relations determines
the market will

how

operate".
Aid

proposition of encouraging United States
problematic. In addition,
the commending of the United States for its
assistance thus far is a slap in the face to the
working peoples of Africa. Aid from the United
States has come in two fomis: the first being
monetary which has been inconsequential to
sustaining growth, both on a macro and microThe

Aid to Africa is also very

!

States

the Southern Africa
Development Community 30 million dollars,
yet the United States, through organisations such
as the Heritage Foundation gave 13 million to

be found in the fact the United

around

economic level and the second has been
form of

referred

itt the

military intervention euphemistically
to as humanitarian aid. A case in point
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gave

Jonas Savimbi’s UNITA to assist in

destabilising

Angola. The question one must ask is what about
aid to South Africa under Reagan and Bush
during the 1980’s and early 90’s which resulted
in the massacre of one and a half million people

throughout the Southern Africa region?
Aid has to be problematised. Donor agencies
and Non-Governmental Organisations have been
pitching their tents on the African continent at an
alarming rate. The “new missionaries" as one
analyst calls them have done more hami than
good (see Joseph Hanlon’s Mozambique: Who
Calls The Shots?). The large.st aid givers in the
world, the IMF and the World Bank, expect
African countries to confonii to the principles of
the "market" which in turn

economies and

should boost their

improve the overall tnaterial

reality of their societies. But what has the market
done in the United States, besides increase abject
poverty, crime and drug abuse?
Reparations: A Bourgeois Project?
The final area of contention with regard to the
objectives ofthe AAAS is the issue of reparations.
Nigerian publishing tycoon, Moshood Abiola
and others have popularised the cry that Africans
around the globe be compensated for the
genocidal abuses experienced during Atlantic
slavery and colonialism. The Reverend Jesse

record as sayitig that a
Marshall Plan, which was devised to redevelop

Jackson has even gone on

Europe after World War II, should be

instituted

unpaid labour that went
and the Americas.
these would appear to be

for Africa, to pay for the
into developing Europe
On the surface,

benefit Africa and
dispersed peoples a great deal, but what are
reparations? Jacques Depelchin. drawing from
the insight of Frantz Fanon. in his article "Nobel
Prizes and the Silencing Of African History"
(SAPEMWo). 1. Nos.3/4) stated that “reparations
would only be meaningful if they included the
dismantling of the very system which was at the
source of the destruction, for should the capitalist

radical demands that would
its

ignore this aspect of the equation of
reparations, then the relentless dialectic of their
own .system will smother them". Reparations as
they are purported by Jesse Jackson and others
bear no critique of capitalism itself. For if people
were to be granted reparation checks tomorrow,
the money would only go to reinforce the present
system, which would bypass the real issue of
dismantling and reconstructing a new system
powers

which would ensure the pennanent redistribution
of wealth.

the foniier and \ice-versa.

of the
objective conditions for the majority
of African people in the United States have
worsened rather than improved. Yet, out of that
struggle which was led by the working elements
of the African community, a small class of
Africans emerged reaping social , political and
economic benefits disproportionate to the
majority. The desegregation of Universities eased
the responsibilities of Historically Black
Institutions, which up until the 1960s served as
the principal centres of higher education for
Africans in the United States. With a larger
Since the "Black Power” Movement

196()s. the

segment of the

African community receiving
economic

B.A.s. M.D.s and Ph.D.s, the
between this small segment

gap

of the African

community and the majority began to widen.
Hence the increase in

African-elected officials

government on the one
the persistence of poverty,
homelessness, domestic violence and drug
in the urban centres and

hand,

and

addiction

on

Parallels

the other.
can

be drawn with the African

continent. The all class nationalism ofthe struggle

of
progenitors of Pan-Africanism and African
Unity of the 1960s are the problems of PanAfricanism and the realisation of African Unity
of the 1990s. Through achieving state power,
many African heads of state have amassed great
wealth at the expense of the African producers.
Bourgeois democracy, military regimes, multiptirty states and one-party states have all been

for decolonisation has run its course and many
the

riddled with external constraints, which have

corruption, elitism and opportunism. As
of the neo-colonial state, the African
ruling class remain a fundamental obstacle to the
full emancipation the African workers and

bred

managers

peasants.
Both in the United States and in

Africa, the

class

struggle amongst Africans is greater than

ever.

The African-African American Summit

a convergence of two classes: the
comprador elements of the indigenous African
botirgeoisie and the opportunistic fledging
.Afru.uimiddleclassinthe United States.Through

represented

tiii'- convergence,

the needs and aspirations of

the grassroots on bt)th shores went unheard. The
fact that this was not an accident, speaks to an

which .seeks to maintain
of the working
African peoples ot the world. The AAAS should
alert progressive Africans around the world that
popular struggles for freedom have not abated,

outdated modeof politics
the status-quo at

the

but rather intensified.

expense

Although racism is on the

by the
globalisation of Apartheid. Africans from the
left must tackle issues of gender, race and class

rise and the world is threatened

Conclusion
The African-African American

an intensification of capitalist exploitation
global level on the other. The latter reinforces

Summit 1993

grows out of a broader crisis of national ist politics

(in Africa and the United States) on the one hand

in

a

democratic fashion.U
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THE ANTI-IMMIGRATION FEVER: REAPING
THE HARVEST OF SLAVERY AND
COLONIALISM
Ron Daniels
N

I

Europe and the United States, immigration
suddenly exploded into public

has

consciousness as

an

issue of grave concern.

As the worldwide economic

depression has
deepened, anti-immigration fever has intensified
and for people within European countries —
Germany, France and Britain — things have
occasionally gotten quite ugly. There have been
massive demonstrations and riots in reaction to
the large numbers of foreigners who have entered
these

European countries. These rallies and riots
on racial overtones since the
majority
of those seeking to immigrate to the West are
people of colour from the “Third World”. Some
analysts suggest that we are witnessing one of
the great population shifts in history as the poor
and dispossessed from poverty-stricken societies
have taken

hammer

at

the doors of the world’s most

nations. In any event, this wave of
immigration is causing serious tensions and

prosperous
strains in
It may

Europe and America.
well be one of the great ironies of

history that those who have prospered from the
exploitation of the Third World are now forced
to protect themselves from the very peoples they
have victimised: the slave master must

now

face

the former slave, and the bitter harvest of

generations, and in some instances, centuries of
slavery and colonialism.
Walter Rodney, in his classic work. How
Europe Underdeveloped Africa, details how the
development of Europe was accomplished at the
expense of Africa. The capture and commercial
sale of Africans as slaves helped to fuel the
commercial and industrial revolutions in Europe.
Meanwhile, the slave

trade

served

to

the Caribbean.

The

and benefit to maintaining systems that dominate

general proposition

can be applied
to much of the Third World. How
Europe and
same

America

underdeveloped the Third World is
history which is now coming
back to haunt Europe and America. From Asia to
indeed

a

fact of

the Indian Sub-Continent to North .Africa and the

Middle East to Central and South America, the
islands of the Pacific to New Zealand and

Australia, the horror stories abound of the
conquest, colonisation, destruction and

underdevelopment of Third World peoples to
Europe. The prosperity of Europe and
America was built on the backs of people from

underdevelop Africa. Once slavery was
abolished, the European nations carved up the
African continent at the Congress of Berlin in

Africa and Third World. Their societies

1884-85. Thus

wrecked and rained in order to sustain

began the colonial

and the direct control

era

in Africa

African

territory for
of exploiting Africa’s wealth of

the purpose
human and material

documents in
trade

was

over

resources.

As Eric Williams

Capitalism and Slavery, the slave

initiated to make the islands of the

Caribbean

profitable. Hence the Caribbean
the colonial enterprise of various
European powers for several generations. The
domination and exploitation of people in Africa
and the Caribbean led to the development and
enrichment of Europe while simultaneously
underdeveloping and impoverishing Africa and
Islands
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were

benefit

were

high
living for the elite classes and the
working class of Europe and America. The elite
classes benefitted the most, but they allowed Just
enough benefits from their parasitical enterprises
to trickle down to the
working classes to keep
them pacified.
Unfortunately, ordinary citizens in the Western
nations are either ignorant of this history of
brutal exploitation of Third World people or they
have learned to accept this history as a part of
“manifest destiny” or the “White man ’ s burden”.
There is also the appearance of a material stake
standard of

a

and

exploit the people of Africa and the Third
proved to be
extremely profitable. But now, the exploited are
no longer over there somewhere, out of
sight and
out of mind. They are
knocking on the doors of
Europe and America and threatening to compete
for and take back some of the Jobs, wealth and
prosperity that was generated from the rape,
pillage and underdevelopment of their countries.
The West is gripped by a fear that hoards of
immigrants will flood their countries and
undermine their standard of living. Hence the
resurgence of neo-Nazi and rightwing racist
groups who are determined to protect their
World. The White man’s burden

nation’s inheritance. Governments are

frantically
changing their immigration policies, tightening
their borders and otherwise working to build
protective walls around their cherished
civilisations. They will soon learn, however, that
all of this is for naught. There is no
hiding place
and

no

safe haven for the slave master and the

coloniser. There

walls high enough to
people of the world from
coming to redeem their national treasures. Europe
are no

prevent the barefoot

and America are faced with the harvest of their
historical misdeeds. That which you sow shall
you

also reap.Q
Sapem April, 1994
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TRIBUTE TO SABELO PH AM A
Barney Hlatshwayo
difficult to write about the
death of Sabelo Phania, my immediate
superior. APLA Commander, close
colleague and dear friend and also to accept that
FIND it very

I

he is

intelligence

units.

Unfortunately.
Sabs was arrested
in Trans-kei and

no more.

that death is always

spent two years in

by during a liberation struggle, but it tends

prison awaiting
trial. After being
gra-nted bail in

We have learnt accept
close

and

to become uncommon

Njengele

—

when it takes a person like

meaning General.

Sabelo was bom on March

31.1949, at Baziya

he

1980.

late

Cyril Thozamo and Phylis Gqweta.
He began his primary education at Baziya School
at the age of six in 1955 and spent the greater part
of his early childhood with his paternal
grandparents who, like his father, were school

jumped

the

border

into

teachers.

following year
recruiting APLA

in Umtata to

of 13, he showed unusual militancy
for a person of his age by involving himself in
underground political activity of the PAC.
Sabelo often recounted underground cell
At the age

of the Umtata River and
rare
PAC President, Robert
Mangaliso Sobukwe, as his most exciting
on the banks
visits by the late

meetings

moments at

the time.

expelled from St. John’s College in
Umtata for his political activities in 1965 at the
age of 16. In 1973, while in the third year ofstudy
for a Bachelor of Arts degree at Fort Hare
University, he was expelled, again for his political
activities. He was then refused permission to
study, even by correspondence, for two years.
Sabs, as he was popularly known, later worked
closely with PAC Presidents Sobukwe, Zeph
Mothopeng, Clarence Mlamli Mtikwetu and PAC
Chaimien. John Nyathi Phokela and Johnson
Mlambo. when he was appointed inter-regional
coordinator re.sponsible for the party’s activities
He

was

in Transkei, Natal and Botswana.
In

assumed more
underground organiser of

1975, after having

responsibilities

as an

the PAC, he left the country

through Botswana,

for Tanzania and from there to China for an amty
and

party-building course.
He was appointed the PAC’s first officially
recognised Chief Representative to Botswana
the following year. But being a military man at
heart, he soon found himself leading a platoon of
recruits to Tanzania and China

for military

training.
He undertook many

military incursions into

South Africa. In 1978, he went inside the country
with the late APLA Commander. Eddie

Phiri

(Lancelot Dube) with 25 APLA forces. He was
in

a

platoon comprising mainly of commissars
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Lesotho.
He spent

the

greater part ofthe

forces and streng-

thening the PAC
inside the

coun-

try. Sabs was
called from Lesotho

by the late

John Nyathi

Pho-

kela to the PAC

external head-

quarters in Dares-Salaam. This

during a
period of crisis
was

which had adverse

effects

THOMAS DEVE

on

Sabelo Phama

APLA.

ap-pointed Secretary for Defence in
December. 1991, and immediately embarked on
He

a

was

successful massive programme to

rebuild

APLA. Under him, APLA became what it
never

been,

a

had

fighting army; an amiy
people could say was their

united and

which the Azanian
very own.

despite his recent
wanted man in South Africa,

As Commander of APLA,

label

as

the most

country’s borders without fear,
even conducting media interviews while there.
He had a vital quality as APLA Commander
and soldier
he was among the bravest of the
brave. Sabs was a man of foresight, who envisaged
an army of a new type in South Africa.
Working together with Umkhonto we Sizwe
Commander, Joe Modise, Sabs played a vital
role in facilitating the joint training of the top
APLA and MK military forces, junior officers
Sabs crossed the

—

and senior cadres in the same camps to prepare

them for their roles in the
As

an

envisaged

new anny.

ardent Pan-Africanist, he was

seriously

Pan African

involved in the continental

Movement, and was also in the

Continental

Steering Committee that was preparing for the
7th Pan African Congress, which is to be held in
Kampala this year. He treasured the experiences
from many African
forces, in other parts

leaders and progressive
of the world.

Like his President, Sabelo liked

cultural activities. He

was an

farming and

active rugby player

during his youth, and also

a

member of the

progressive South
African Rugby Union (SARU), in many parts of

executive that established the
the country.

Sabelo is surx'ived
he married in

by his wife. Dudu. whom

1986, four children

Nofundo and twins, Sandile and

parents and his brothers and

—

Lwili,

Ayanda, his

sisters.Q

Barney Hlatshwayo is the APLA

Chief of Staff.
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SAFES TRUST

SAFES TRUST SCHOLARSHIPS

The Southern African Political

Economy Series (SAFES) Trust is aregional organisation
was set up to
operate in Southern Africa with the objectives of facilitating and
promoting social science teaching, research and publication. As an extension of these
objectives, the SAFES Trust also promotes young scholarship by supporting postgraduate students pursuing further studies in the social science field and other disciplines
that have social and gendered implications in Southern Africa.
that

From 1994, the SAFES Tmst is

offering scholarships to post-graduate students doing
research degrees or dissertations that entail travelling within the
region to one or more
institutions in search of data. The scholarships are tenable at my university in the
Southern African region and cover some of the research expenses within the region. This
support gives such students a chance to work on their individual research proposals, with
financial and service support from SAFES. We believe that such a support programme
contributes to the development of social science
scholarship in the region, besides
harnessing the exodus of post-graduate students to the North.
Initially, the S.4FES Trust scholarships are tenable for one (1) year, subject to renewal
for a further year. Applicants seeking these scholarships must enclose a detailed research
proposal which includes a budget.
Flease send your applications, with a detailed curriculum vitae and University transcripts,
letters of support from the Dean
also from your superv isor, to:

of your Faculty, the Chainnan of your Department and

The Executive Director
P.O. Box MP111
Mount Pleasant

Harare, Zimbabwe
Phone: 263-4-727875/790815
Fax: 263-4-732735
Telex: 26464 AAPS ZW
The
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closing date is 30 July, 1994
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CONFERENCE SERVICES
having problems in convening your
sub-region?
SAFES Trust regional head office organises
conferences, workshops and seminars in any country
of the sub-region on a commercial basis. We charge
a commission fee of 15 percent of total cost.
Direct all your enquiries to:

Are you

conference in the

The Administrator
4

Deary Avenue, Belgravia

SAFES Trust Regional Office
P.O. Box MP 111, Mt Pleasant

Harare, Zimbabwe
Tel: 263-4-727875
Fax: 263-4-732735
Telex: 26464 AAPS ZW

CONFERENCE ON PROMOTING A CULTURE OF
HUMAN RIGHTS AND DEMOCRACY IN SOUTHERN
AFRICA
Marina
The Conference on

d’Engelbronner-Koff

Promoting Cultureof Human Rights and Democracy

organi.sed by the SADC Sector for Culture and
Information, with the assistance of UNESCO. UNDP, the International
Commission of Jurists, AWEEPA. and the Dutch. Finnish. Norwegian,
Swedish and United States Governments in Maputo. Mozambique
from 7-11 February, 1994.
The SADC conference was held at a time of extreme importance for
Southern Africa, taking into account on the one hand the political,
social and economic transitions, the efforts to end internal conflicts
through diplomatic mediation, the adoption of new constitutions, the
move to liberal multi-party democracies, the increasing number of
non-governmental organisations working at the grassroots level, and
on the other hand, the persisting internal contlicts, the continuing
violations of human rights, the lack of good governance and respect of
governments in what relates to human rights, as well as the various
obstacles to be cleared on the way to a culture of human rights and
democracy in the region.
The speakers during the conference covered topics varying from the
African Charter, human rights participation and education, elections,
gender issues and ethnicity, to the role of SADC, regional and national
democratic institutions and organisations, local governments, the
media, universities and research networks in the promotion and
in Southern Africa

protection of human rights and democracy. Due to time constraints,
however, extensive di.scussions on the actual state of human rights in
all SADC countries, as well as on the various existing organi.sations
and institutions working in this field at the national and local levels,
were limited. Those overviews could have fomied a more adequate
basis for further discussions and recommendations on promoting a
culture of human rights and democracy in the region.
The Final Session of the Conference recommended to the SADC
Council of Ministers of Culture and Infomiation that SADC member
states should promote and protect human rights, democracy and
culture in their countries through human rights education,
encouragement of diversification of ownership of the media,
development projects and programmes, specific programmes for
disadvantaged groups such as women, children and disabled, and
through support to national and regional institutions and organisations.
Furthermore, the idea was launched to establish an inter-regional
institute to conduct research and provide information on human rights
and democracy. Nevertheless, in the light of the numerous institutions,
organisations and networks already engaged in human rights activities
in the region, it might be more appropriate for the SADC Sector to bring
those institutions and organisations together by organising seminars
and workshops, and by setting up a database and/or publishing a
document

on

their various activities.

together, the Conference, enriched by cultural excursions to
dance and theatre performances and galleries, provided a good
opportunity to exchange views, and has been an arena for a successful
debate on those issues which seem to be of a growing concern to all
All

people in Southern Africa.

was
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ANC THINK TANK HOLD WORKSHOP
T-andeka Nkiwane Muzenda

Policy (NIEP), an ANC thinkMr. Max Sisulu. convened a workshop in Botswana
from March 6-8 on the theme “Reconstituting and Democratizing the
Southern African Customs Union (SACU).”The workshop was attended

The National Institute for Economic

tank headed by

from

a combination of policy analysts, economists, civil servants
the SACU and scholars, as well as policy-makers. Participants

by

representing SAPES Trust included Dr. Ibbo Mandaza. Executive
Director, Dr. Guy Mhone, Head of the Economic Policy Division, and
Ms. Tandeka Nkiwane Muzenda, Research Fellow for Peace and
Security.
workshop, held at the Gaborone Sun. concerned
of restructuring the SACU after a democratic
government is elected in South Africa. The opening address was given
by Hon. Festus Mogae. Vice President and Minister of Finance and
Economic Planning of Botswana. As was mentioned in a keynote
speech by Mr. Thabo Mbeki, ANC National Chairman. “The present
SACU Agreement has been in force for a quarter of a century, but for
The main focus of the

ways

and

means
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the past

decade and a half it has been seen as wholly satisfactory by no

party. On the one hand. South African state officials have
that the

revenue

sharing formula is too great

burden

complained

the South
African ftscus. On the other, the BLNS countries (Botswana, Lesotho,
Namibia, Swaziland) have complained that the structures of SACU are
a

on

undemocratic.”
The conference covered

a vast array of issues
including the history
global economic trends, GATT and Lome
Southern Africa, and the relationship between and

of SACU, the affect of
conventions

on

rationalization of SACU, SADC and COMESA.
One of the

primary objectives of the workshop

South African democratic

movement

and others

was to

on

issues

infonn the
relating to

SACU, at which it was quite successful. The conference raised several
negotiating issues that a new South African government may
conceivably face, and re.solved to unite as a pool of analysts on SACU
issues for future sessions, to be coordinated by NIEP.

HUMAN RIGHTS IN SOUTHERN AFRICA
Thomas Deve

NEWS FROM THE LDC
A further

beginners course in Micro CDS-ISIS

week of March. It

was

was

held in the second

decided that, for the rest of the year,

one-day
workshops will be held on various aspects of ISIS will be held, every
two months, on the last
Friday of the month. It was felt that this fonnat
would be more appropriate both in terms of time
spent away from work
for both “teachers” and “pupils” and because of the
varying levels of
skill and needs of ISIS users. The calendar for the rest of the
year is as
follows; DOS (29 April), Printing and Sorting (3 June), Installation and
Special Programs (5 August), Formatting (7 October).
Folio wing the W orkshop on networking and exchange of information
hosted last year by SAPES, it was discovered that the State
Library in
Pretoria has already produced a directory' of libraries in Southern
Africa. It was therefore decided to provide an input into the
forthcoming
update of this, rather than redo all the work that they have already
undertaken. However, SAPES LDC does have

a

database of all the

respondents to the questionnaire (in CDS-ISIS) available
interested libraries and documentation

to

other

centres.

The Southern African

Regional Institute for Policy studies (SARIPS)
successfully launched its project on Education for Human Rights in
Southern Africa during a two-day workshop which was financed
by
USAID-Zimbabwe and attended by scholars, activists and
representatives of USAID, HIVOS and UNESCO.
The concept paper, prepared by University of Zimbabwe law
lecturer, Marinad'Engelbronner-Kolff, set out the tone of the discussion
which focussed on defining what is the legal, political, economic,
social and cultural environment of human rights education given by the
different organisations and institutions in Botswana, Namibia, Tanzania,
Zambia and Zimbabwe. The workshop deliberated on the content of
human rights education, the various strategies used to provide human
rights knowledge and the effects of that education on the people
exposed to it, and finally, the problems that are faced by the people who
want to transfer their acquired knowledge into practice.
It was noted that the study should contextualise the quest for human
rights education within the discourse of various African conceptions of
democracy, the nature of the state in the various countries under
investigation and finally the interface between the state and civil
society. These terrains will definitely reflect the contradictions and
resultant social, economic and political relations that determine the
content and even dis.semination of education for human
rights.
All present agreed that this was a good project which should be given
maximum support. It was also noted that there was an initiative
coordinated from the North, currently under consideration in donor
circles. This underlines the importance of human’rights education and
hopefully the two initiatives will be merged to maximise impact on
target groups and avoid the duplication of effort.

VISITORS TO SAPES

During the month of March, 1994, SAPES Trust regional office was
by a number of scholars, academics and members of the
diplomatic community, coming to familiarise themselves with our
work. Notable among these were: Jan Cedergreen, SIDA, Sweden, Dr.
Kaire Mbuende and Esau S. S. Nebwe, SADC Secretariat, Prof
ChinyamataChipeta.ChancellorCollege, University of Malawi, Bonard
Mwape, Harrison Mudede and Gertrude Mataranyika, ESAMl,
Zimbabwe, Tajndeen-Abdul Raheen, 7th PAC Secretariat, Uganda,
Napoleon Ahdulai, African World Review, London, Eugenio Macamo,
Eduardo Mondlane University, Dr. Chris Mushonga, Harare, Rev.
Ndabaningi Sithole, Waterfalls, Harare, Chen Chemutengwende,
Ministry of Information, Zimbabwe, Wim Hopper, Royal Netherlands
Embassy, Harare.
visited
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RECENT ACQUISITIONS
Note. The numbers

following the books listed are the classification
by the LDC
Women and Population Policies. Meeting of the Latin American and
Caribbean Women’s Health Network. Oaxtepec, Mexico, 5-9
July

numbers used

1993 (14.01.02)

Combating Poverty: innovative social reforms in Chile during the
1980s, by Tarsico Castaneda. San Francisco, ICEG, 1992 (02.02.01)
The nature of the Third World Cities, by David Drakakis-Smith.
Copenhagen, Centre for Development Research, 1993 (07.01.03)
Busine.ss as usual: national and local food marketing in Kenya,
by
Philip Raikes. Copenhagen, Centre for Development Research,
1993(14.04.03)
Small

town

entrepreneurs and their networks in

Kenya, by Steen

Seierup. Copenhagen, Centre for Development Research, 1993
(12.03.00)
Regional Seminarfor the implementation of International Humanitarian Law, Harare. 31 Jan-4 Feb 1994 (04.02.01)

International

Conference

on

the Protection of War Victims, Geneva,

30Aug-l Sept 1993(01.02.07)
Poverty, development and population activities, prepared by the US
Women of Colour Coalition for reproductive health rights. International Conference on Population and Development, 11 Jan 1994:

(14.01.02)
Report on the International Conference on “Reinforcing Reproductive
Rights" Women’s Global Network for Reproductive Rights, Newsletter 43 (April-June 1993) (14.01.02)
In the child's best interest: a primer on the UN convention on the rights
of the child, by Kay Ca.stelle. New York. Defense for Children
Intemational/Foster Parent Plan International, 1993 (04.02.01)
Transitions in development: the role of aid and commercial flows,
edited by Uma Lele and Ijaz Nabi. San Francisco, ICS Press, 1991
(01.01.01)
Models

of development:

comparative study of economic growth in
by Lawrence J Lau and Lawrence
Klein. San Francisco, ICEG, 1990 (03.02.03)
a

South Korea and Taiwan, edited
R

Tax policy lessonsfor LDC sand Eastern Europe, by Charles E McLure
San Francisco, ICEG, 1992

(11.01.02)

Exchange Rate Policies in developing and post-socialist countries,
edited by Emil-Maria Claassen. San Francisco, ICEG, 1992
(11.03.01)
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SAFES BOOKS
SAFES BOOKS

95 HARARE STREET,

P.O. BOX MP 111, MOUNT PLEASANT, HARARE,

COMING OUT SOON!

NOW AVAILABLE
ANTICAPITAL

—

SOUTH AFRICA: THE CHALLENGE OF

Vojin Dakovic

This book is a critique of Karl

Vojin Dokotic

Marx’s

unilateral theory ofcapital and proves
that it is a pure

illusion to believe that
the commodity (capitalist) mode of
production could be superseded by a
political system and subjective
economy.

By discovering what has hitherto
been unknown in economic science,

that is, apart

from human labour, the

price of commodities and profit are
also created by the labour of
technology; the author reveals the
mystery of the totality of the laws of
commodity production. Among
others, the.se new findings definitely prove that the saving of human
labour by the cheaper labour of technology per unit of product is the
key factor of a competitive price, enabling us to foresee in today’s
reality of the most developed countries the inevitable end to this
process.
The author demystifies the
to the cause

sphere of employment, giving the answer

Edited

commodity

by Vincent Maphai

1.

Class, Race and the Franchise Question in the Making of Modem

2.

The Politics of Transition to 1990 (Vincent

3.

ThePoliticsofTransitionSince 1990: Implications of the Stalemate

Magubane)

South Africa (Bernard

6.

or Confederation? (Thomazile Botha)
Planning for the Public Sector (Job Mokgoro)
South Africa’s Position in World Politics (Sam Nolutshungu)

7.

The

8.

Women and Gender in South Africa (Desiree

South Africa: Federation

5.

Human Resource

11.

Employment Problem in South Africa (Bethuel Setai)
Lewis)
Towards a Gendered Urban Policy Debate (Nolulamo Gwagwa)
Women, Culture and a Bill of Rights in South Africa
(Thandabantu Nhlapo)
Restoration of Land: Problems and Prospects (Essy Letsoalo)

12.

The

13.

(Masiphula Mbongwa)
Schooling in the Context of Violence (Blade Nzimande)
The Health Sector: Challenges and Prospects (Olive Shisana)

9.
10.

14.

Implications of Land Ownership in South Africa

THE POLITICAL ECONOMY OF

BOTSWANA IN SADCC

Balefi Tsie

Chapter

Scope of the Study
Dependency in Botswana

1.

Introduction, Aim and

2.

The Nature of

3.

The State and Indu.strialisation: The

Single-Handed Strategy,

OF HUMAN RIGHTS
IN SOUTHERN AERICA

4.

The

d’Engelbronner-Kolff

5.

The State and Industrialisation Strategy: The Promise of Collective

by Pearson Nherere & Marina

experience of independent
Africa, as far as human rights are
concerned, is not exactly impressive.

1966-1980

However, in the contemporary

period of far-reaching global and

regional political transformations,
the environments for human rights
promotion and protection are rapidly
changing. As stated in the Preface

Manufacturing Indu.stry in Botswana

Self-Reliance, 1980-1989

The

Industry in Botswana: Case Study One
Study Two

6.

The Textile

7.

Cattle-Derived Industries in Botswana: Case

8.

Industrialisation, Dependency and the

9.

Conclusion
Anyang' Nyong'o: The History of
Development Cooperation: Appraisal and
Proposals for a New Approach
Julius O. Ihonvbere: The African Crisis,

JOURNAL OF

POLITICAL ECONOMY
REVUE

AFRICAINE

immune from the international trends

AFRICA'S INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

James H. MIttleman: Global

human

implementation and institutionalisation in Africa.
key human rights topics,
which have to be addressed if enduring progress is to take place in this
vital area of African development.

The contributors to the volume examine

Mar

TtwHaioiytf

Anmnp'Nyons'9

«|ir»—iltna PrepouA loi

a

Nm

JrfuaO
Mtpacia lor Wacoaaiy m •» Erwimg

Qi^OiOw

African Communication Networks

MgnMx

Samir Amin: The Post-War

Piui«i Matt. Mncvi SKuny ana ■« Nm

Nduba Edwaena

WmOfOar

ChaiUngwBl a Changing OWMlOWae.
ImgtcaMna tor Afncan Comnwnicabon

FtiNipT. Nyahoda

^
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Cycle (1945-

1992)

Econeme Miaa ara

Adejumobi: Economic Issues and
Nigeria’s Foreign Policy in the Emergent New
World Order: Some Consideration on the

Aaot

Next Decade

nwpDawvCydtnMA-igu)

Mgani a Foreign
PoKIr •> nt Emergam Nm Mona Orotr
aom ConaarMen on ■» NmI DtcMi
TtM DoriMKlmpacI ol *!• CeUWain
Fake* and Saciady « FoabCoa Wa>
/Mm-

SaNguanang aa Fabira

Said

Victor

Ayeni: The Domestic Impact of the

Cold War in Africa
EOITEO BY P. ANYANG' NYONG’O

by Nordic Human Rights Publications. 1993

Regionalism and Prospects for Recovery in
Emerging Global Order
Restructuring
of Production and Migration
Nduba Echezona: Plural Politics, African
Security and the New World Order
Phillip T. Nyahoda: Challenges of a
Changing Global Order; Implications for

the

D'ECONOMIE POLITIQUE

rights. Hence, this book
looks at internal (constitutional),
regional
and
international
dimensions of human rights

SADCC Initiative

Peter
AFRICAN

of this book, Africa is, and cannot be

on

Published

Maphai)

(Vincent Maphai)
4.

THE INSTITUTIONALISATION

Edited

CHANGE

Chapter

of the current absolute growth of unemployment, the new

phenomenon of stagflation and the world crises of the
mode of production.

TEL. 727875/790815/726060

Philip Nyinguro:

Peace and Security in

Post-Cold War Africa; Safeguarding the Future
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PRICE LIST

SAFES BOOKS

Europe/

1.

Author

Title

Christopher H. Muwanga-Barlow

Of Feathers and Dead Leaves and Other Poems.
1989

2.

Elinor Batezat &

3.

Issa G.

Margaret Mwalo

Shivji

5.00

in Africa, 1988

5.00

1.75

3.00

4.00

0,90

1.50

21.00

7.00

7.00

36.16

8.00

8.00

25.00

6.00

6.00

39.(X)

7.50

7.50

40.00

10.00

10.00

Debate, 1991

40.00

9.80

9.80

Multi-Party Democracy in Botswana, 1991

21.66

5.00

5.00

28.00

7.50

7..5()

16.00

5.00

5.(K)

26.00

8.90

8.90

26.(X)

11.00

11 .(X)

36.11

8.00

8.00

4.(X)

L.50

3.50

5.50

1.90

3.-50

6.50

2.20

3.50

Fight My Beloved Continent: New Democracy

The Crash of International Finance

Crispen Grey-Johnson (ed)

The

Socialism, 1990

Capital, 1989

Employment Crisis In Africa: Issues in
Development Policy, 1990

Human Resources
Ibbo Mandaza &

The

Lloyd Sachikonye (eds)
S. Santho & M.

Sejanamane (eds)

One-Party State and Democracy:

Tile Zimbabwe Debate, 1991

Southern Africa After
the Inner

10.

11.

12.

Campbell & H. Stein (eds)

Issa G.

Shivji (ed)

Apartheid: Prospects for
Periphery in the 1990s, 1990

The IMF and Tanzania, 1991

State and Constitutionalism: An African

M. G. Molomo &
B. T.

Mokopakgosi (eds)

Peter

Anyang’ Nyong’o (ed)

Thirty Years of Independence in Africa:
The Lost Decades, 1992

13.

AJOPE

14.

Bernard

African Journal of Political

Magubane &
(eds)

Ibbo Mandaza
15.

Ibbo Mandaza

(ed)

Economy (AJOPE)

I

Whither South

Africa?, 1988

Zimbabwe: The Political

Economy of Transition

1980-1986, 1987
16.

Sam

18.

Phineas G.

Kadenge (ed)

Allast M. Mwanza

(ed)

Zimbabwe’s Structural

Experience, 1992

The Structural

,^djustment Programme in

Zambia: Lessons From

19.

Ben Kaluwa

(ed)

Adjustment Programme:

The First Year

Structural

Experience, 1992

Adjustment Programmes in Malawi:

A Case for Successful Adjustment?, 1992

NB. The above
68

I

i

Zimbabwe’s Environmental Dilemma:

Moyo et a!

Balancing Resource Inequities, 1991
17.

US$

3.90

Zimbabwe, 1989

Dani Wadada Nabudere

H.

US$

14.44

Women in

5.

9.

Z$

1.50

The Future of

8.

America

1.00

Samir Amin

7.

Africa

3.50

4.

6.

Zimbabwe

prices do not include postage.
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Europe/
Title

Author
20.

Structural Adjustment

Ibrahim Shao (ed)

in

The Case of Tanzania,
21.

The Politics of

Jonathan N. Moyo

as

23.

24.

Public

1992

IssaG. Shivji

Fight My Beloved Continent: New Democracy
in Africa (New Expanded Edition), 1992

Guy C. Z. Mhone (ed)

Malawi at the Crossroads: The

Archie

In Search of An

Mafeje

1992

and Politics,

Gender in Southern Africa:

27.

Masipula Sithole

Democracy and the One-Party State Debate
Africa: The Case of Zimbabwe, No. 4

28

Georges Nzongola-Ntalaja

The African Crisis: The

29.

Ibbo Mandaza

Southern Africa in the 1990s:

Way Out, No. 2. 1992

Towards

Synopsis, No. 3, 1992

The

(ed)

Transport and Communications
1993

Southern Africa in the 1980s:

Ibbo Mandaza (ed)

Pro.spects of Regional
35.

R. Mkandawire & K. Matlosa

(eds)

Food

12.50

4.00

4.50

50.00

8.90

17.50

25.00

4.20

6.00

30.00

5.50

14.00

3.00

1.00

2.50

3.00

1.00

2.50

5.00

1.90

3.50

3.00

1.00

2.50

3.00

1.00

2.50

3.00

1..5()

2.50

39.00

7.50

17.00

55.00

10.20

18.50

42.50

8.60

17.00

39.00

7.50

17.00

40.15

8.00

17.00

5.20

1.90

4.00

Policy and Agriculture in Southern

Mining Sector in Southern Africa,

36.

Paul Jourdan (ed)

The

37.

Allast M. Mwanza (ed)

Structural Adjustment

and Research

Overview

Agenda, No. 2, 1993

NB. The above

1994

1993

Programmes in SADC:
Expteriences and Lessons From Malawi,
Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe, 1993
Southern Africa in the Year 2000: An

Ibbo Mandaza

Sapem Newsleiter April.

7.00

Problems and

Cooperation, 1993

Africa, 1993

38.

5.50

Sector in

Southern Africa,
34.

26.50

Philosophical Projections and Prospects
Indigenisation of Political and Intellectual

Discourse, No. 7, 1992
Sindiso Ngwenya

7.00

African

Mafeje

for the

33.

5.50

Research

a

Democracy, Human Rights and Constitutionalism
in Post-Colonial Africa, No. 5, 1992

Shepherd Nzombe
Archie

26.50

Technology Policies for Development in
Sub-Saharan Africa: Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia

Hasa Mfaume Mlawa

and Zimbabwe: A

32.

3.50

in

Agenda, No. 1

31.

1.90

Conceptual and

Theoretical Issues, 1992

30.

4.00

Alternative: A Collection of

1992
Ruth Meena (ed)

US$

Post-Colonial

Essays on Revolutionary Theory

26.

US$

Public Budgeting

Policy in Zimbabwe, 1992

Political Economy,
25.

America

z$

Administration: Understanding

Politics of the National Purse:

Jonathan N. Moyo

Africa

Socialist Country:

1992

Bureaucracy in Africa,
22.

a

Zimbabwe

prices do not include postage.
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SAFES BOOKS ORDER FORM
NAME:

ADDRESS:

TITLE

Please add my name to your

QTY

mailing list.

Payment enclosed

□

UNIT PRICE

Zimbabwe $

TOTAL

Quss □

British £

Send to: SAPES Books, P.O. Box MP Ill, Harare, Zimbabwe
METHODS OF PAYMENT
1.

2.

3.

Cheque made payable to SAPES Books in Sterling drawn on a UK bank or US$ drawn
International Money Order payable to SAPES Books
Cheques in other exchangeable currencies made payable to SAPES Books.

95 HARARE STREET P.O. BOX MP 111,

on a

US bank.

MT. PLEASANT, HARARE

REGIONAL COOPERATION SERIES
Ä0 [LiiiSLl

—■
I

Food Policy
and Agriculture
in Southern A&ica
»
idled bv
RichofdMt

■

;

M

KhabiUMoWoM

For further
70

details, please phone 726060

or

call at the above address.
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SAFES BOOKS

COMING OUT SOON!

SAPES BOOKS

OCCASIONAL PAPERS
Southern Africa in a Global Context: Towards a Southern African
Nolutshungu
Economic Nationalism and Land Reform in Zimbabwe—

Security Community — Sam

Sam Moyo

SEMINAR PAPERS
Impact of East-West Rapprochement on Africa — Dani Wadada Nabudere
Foreign Exchange Management and its Effects on Income Distribution in Zimbabwe—Tracy
Media and Democracy: Theories with Reference to an African Context— Helge Ronning
The Round Table Movement: Its Influence on the Historiography of Imperialism — Bernard
Magubane
The

Si mbi

SAPEM ANNUAL
1.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES BY AIRMAIL

Regional: South Africa and Africa

(excluding Zimbabwe)

Libraries and Institutions
Individuals
2.

Zimbabwe

Z$70,00
Z$50,00

Libraries and Institutions
Individuals
3.

Overseas:

Europe

US$90,00
US$60,00

Libraries and Institutions
Individuals
4.

US$70,()()
US$50,00

Overseas: U.S. and the Rest

of the World

US$100,00

Libraries and Institutions

US$70,00

Individuals

Please send

1 enclose

a

ine

Southern Africa Political

crossed

for 12 issues,

and Economic Monthly.

cheque/postal order of

beginning

Name;
Address;

Send to; SAPEM, P.O. Box

Sapem Newsletter April.

1994

MP 111, Mount Pleasant, Harare,

Zimbabwe
71

SAFES BOOKS
FORTHCOMING PUBLICATIONS 1994
REGIONAL COOPERATION SERIES
Mandaza

-

Series Editor: Ibbo

Toward An Integrated Development Communication
Strategy: An
Analysis of the SADCC Case - Stanford Garikayi Mukasa
Economic Criminality in Post-Colonial Nations Chris Abotchie
Industrial Production ofBudding Materials in
Developing Countries:
The Case of Tanzania — Aida U.
Kisanga

Southern Africa in the 1990s: Problems and
Prospects of Regional
Co-operation - Edited by Ibbo Mandaza
Promoting Regional Cooperation and Integration in Sub-Saharan
Africa: Economic Cooperation in Africa; Problems and Prospects -

-

LITERARY SERIES

Bax D. Nomvete

Women

One

Africa One Destiny: Towards Democracy, Good Governance
and Development - Bingu wa Mutharika
ECONOMIC POLICY SERIES

GENDER SERIES

-

Micere Mugo & Ama Ata Aidoo

-

Edited by Horace

-

Samir

-

Amin

Series Editor: Patricia MacFadden

Labour and the Nefarious Weed: Subordination
of Zimbabwean
Tobacco Growers to Capital - Donan
Tapfumanei Gwashu
The Tears of the Crocodile: From Rio to
Reality in the Developing
World - Neil Middleton, Phil O’Keefe and Sam

Moyo (Co-published
by SAPES Books and Pluto Press)
The Political Economy of Namibia - Edited
by Mwesiga Baregu
The People's Storm: TheTransfer of Power in Zimbabwe Hasu Patel

MacFadden

of Sexual Violence (Gender Series) (Journal)
Africa (South Africa Team)

-

and H.K.K. Bhila
Rural Industries in Malawi Mapopa Chipeta
SAPES Fifth Anniversary Annual Colloquium

Gender Politics and Eeminism in South

Series Editors: Ibbo
Mandaza. Patrick Molutsi and Lloyd Sachikonyc
Zambia: The End of an Era - Edited by Gilbert Mudenda

{Composite Document)
Report on the SAPES Fifth Anniversary Annual Colloquium

Development Crisis in Post-Colonial Lesotho

A.APS and SAPES Books)
Herbert Chitepo, Dumiso Dabengwa,

STATE AND DEMOCRACY SFiRIES

-

-

AUTOBIOGRAPHY/BIOGRAPHY SERIES (Co-published by

Edited by Khabele

Matlosa
The Political

Economy of Mozambique Since Independence - Edited

EDUCATION SERIES

-

Peace and Security

OCCASIONAL PAPER SERIES
Africa in a Global Context: Towards

a Southern African
Security Community - Sam Nolutshungu
From Confrontation to Cooperation?
Revi,sioning Southern Africa Mwesiga Baregu
The Security ofInner Periphery States in a
Post-Apartheid Southern
Africa - Mafa Sejanamane
Economic Nationalism and Land Reform in Zimbabwe Sam
Moyo
GATT—Implications ofthe Uruguay Roundfor DevelopingCountries
Guy C. Z. Mhone

Series Editor: Neville Alexander

Analysis of the Planning and Implementation of Teacher
Education Reform in Zimbabwe: I980-I9S7
Kuzvinetsa Peter

-

-

Dzvimbo

-

-

Rungano Jonas Zvobgo

SEMINAR PAPER SERIES

PUBLIC POLICY SERIES

Management Training Institutions in Developing Countries: Criteria
for Ejfectiveness - John Mw Makumbje
Aspects ofDevelopment Administration in Zimbabwe - Edited by Ibbo
Mandaza
Zimbabwe:

Beneficiary Participation in Development

-

John Mw

Makumbe
SOUTHERN AFRICA SPECIALISED STUDIES SERIES
The State, Agribusiness and Peasant Production in Zimbabwe
-

Sachikonye
The

Lloyd

Organisation ofAfrican Unity and the Zimbabwe Crisis: A Case
Study in OAU Attempts at Collective Liberation: 1963-1977- Witness
Mangwende
The Political Economy of Botswana in SADCC - Balefi Tsie
Race, Colour and Class in Southern Africa - Ibbo Mandaza
The Foreign Policy of the Republic of Zimbabwe - Ulf
Engel (Copublished by the Institute of African Affairs [Hamburg/FRG] and

SAPES Books)

in Southern Africa

Southern

A Critical

Colonialism and Education in Zimbabwe

Abdul Rahman Babu

BIBLIOGRAPHIC SERIES
Regional Cooperation in Southern Africa
Southern Africa in the Year 2000

by Loius Antonio Covance and Roberto Tibana
Democracy, Civil Society and the State: Social Movements in Southern
Africa - Edited by Lloyd Sachikonye
Zimbabwe: State, Civil Society and Politics-Edited by Ibbo Mandaza
and Lloyd Sachikonye
The Political Economy ofNigeria Under
Military Rule: I9H4-I993 Edited by Said Adejumobi and Abubakar Momoh
South Africa: The Challenge of Change - Edited
by Vincent Maphai

72

-

Campbell
The Role ofAfrican Intellectuals Edited
by Ibbo Mandaza
Fighting Tina: Against the View That There is No Alternative

Series Editor:

Proceedings of the SAPES Bi-annual Conference on Gender in
Southern Africa - Edited by Patricia MacFadden
Southern Africa in Transition - Problems and Prospects: A Gendered
Analysis (Regional Book on Gender Issues) - Edited by Patricia
The Politics

Creativity

OTHER TITLES
Militarism and New Frontiers in Southern Africa

Guy C.Z. Mhone
The Informal Sector in Southern Africa - Edited
by Guy C.Z. Mhone
-

on

The Impact
Nabudere

of East-West Rapprochement

on

Africa

-

Dani Wadada

Foreign Exchange Management and its Effects on Income Distribution
in Zimbabwe Tracy Simbi
Media and Democracy: Theorieswith Reference to an
African Context
Helge Ronning
Conflict, Conflict Resolution, Security and Development in PostApartheid Southern Africa-TbomtxsOhhoxi & Stephen John Stedman
A Critique of Divorce Law in Lesotho Mothokoa Mamashela
-

-

-

The Conflict Between Cotton and Food in Colonial Malawi
Mandala

Reflections

on

-

Elias

Regional Cooperation in Southern Africa: SACU,

SADC and the PTA in Comparative Perspective - Balefi Tsie
The Round Table Movement: Its Influence on the

Historiography of

Imperialism - Bernard Magubanc
Race and Nation in the Post-colonial State

-

Brian

Raftopoulos

ALL ENQUIRIES TO: SAPES Trust, P.O. Box MP
111, Mount Pleasant,
Harare, Zimbabwe; Telephone: 727875, Fax: 732735, Telex: 26464 AAPS ZW
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Dawn.
Blue Sky.
Cattle. Tobacco.
Maize.
Heat & Dust.
Wildlife. Safaris.
Hotels. Tourism.
Minerals. Mining.

Industry. Wealth.
Sunset.

Tranquility.
Dusk.
Zimbabwe.
A rich tapestry
of life.
ZIMBANK.
Your Bank.
Professional.

Progressive.
An integral
part of Zimbabwe.
Our people.
Our Government.
Our way of life.
Zimbabwe’s bank for your business

Nordiska afrikainstitutet
BAA/K/NG AT/7S BEST
HEAD OFFICE ZIMBANK HOUSE <6 SPEKE AVENUE MASAPE

POBOX3198 TELEPHONE 735011 TELEX7416:international OIVtStON. ZiMBANK HOUSE
POBOX 705 TELEPHONE 794474 TELEX 26066.Z6087
SYFRETS MERCHANT BANK LIMITED REGISTERED ACCEPTING HC- rV
ZIMBANK HOUSE
P 0 BOX 2540 TELEPHONE 794581 TELEX 26292
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