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Comment

From the

Editor-In-Chief

SAPEM: 13 years

O

ctober this year marks the
13"' anniversary of this

magazine. It is one of the oldest
publications
throughout Southern Africa. That alone
distinguishes it as a valuable source of
information in the region and Africa in
general, drawing its strength from a
large pool of some of the best scholars
and journalists on the continent.
and most consistent

It is this cadre of selfless writers and

analysts who have been largely
responsible for ensuring that the
magazine has continued to fulfill its
mandate, providing not only analytical,
authoritative, balanced and objective
information on developments in this part
of the world, but also a significant forum
of debate

on

of continued publication

in part

tried to reflect on these issues,
including those relating to the
continent’s struggle for peace and

stability.
Significantly, the magazine draws a
lot of

resources

Political

and

oc
lU

as

well

as

other

affiliated programmes such as the
Southern African Regional Institute of

Policy Studies (SARIPS), the Masters
Degree in Policy Studies (MPS), and
SAFES Books.
Our

area

of coverage

that it

business, finance, gender and the rich
and widespread artistic talent and
cultural values of our societies.
It is because of this rare quality

that

distribution network has continued

to grow,

with subscribers in all four

of the world and a circulation
that is able to reach far and wide.
We have achieved all this through
comers

the

unqualified dedication of our staff
stationed
throughout the African continent and
beyond. But we have also counted on
the support of many other people, not
and network of correspondents

least of all
be

our

our

main

the corporate

readers who continue to
of inspiration, and

source

world who have continued
to support us through their advertising.
In the not so distant future, SAPEM
hopes to expand its coverage, thus
SAPEM OCTOBER / NOVEMBER 2000

we

celebrate

this

13"’

was

in

1987, SAPEM

now

incorporates the Southern African
Economist, it is responsible for the
publication of the SADC Top
Companies, whose re-launch was earlier
this year, and we are preparing to launch
a new product, the SADC Annual
Country Profiles. We believe all these
products will offer our readers some
added value in their search for high
quality information about Africa.

our

Under the
burden o! debt
& poverty

placing itself as one of the world’s
leading publications about Africa.
anniversary, we are looking at a great
potential for expansion. This is not just
a statement. From a
single publication

placing itself on the frontline of the
struggle against imperialism and
destabilisation in our region.
Those objectives have largely been
achieved. The struggle now turns into

Africa:

WHAT HOPES?

As

the mobilisation
liberation movements, while also

Economist

new

5

is deep and

wide, ranging from politics, economics.

Monthly

integration. SAPEM’s lead stories have

Africp in the

Millennium:

(SAFES) Trust,

rallying point for
of support for the

poverty eradication and a closer regional

◄

its mother institution, the Southern
African Political and Economy Series

a

the issues of economic liberation,

►

projects undertaken under the banner of

the most immediate and

(SAPEM) became

Econgmist

from the research

pressing issues facing our continent
today.
Conscious of its responsibilities in
the struggle against colonialism and
apartheid in Southern Africa, in its
initial years of existence the Southern
African

WWCM IPOimCAL i ECONOMIC MuNIIILT

At the start of the

new

millennium,

when the

challenges of consolidating
Africa’s political independence while
creating the conditions for a sustainable
economic development have never been
so great, SAPEM is called
upon to play
a leading role within the context of the
envisaged African think tank, bringing
together the best that the continent has
to offer in terms of academia, journalism
and policy making at various levels.
Once again we wish to thank all
those who have supported us throughout
all these years, and look forward to a
sustained relationship with all our
subscribers, our readers and the
corporate leaders in the many years to
come.

Thank you!
3
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LETTERS

Cancel Africa’s debt

Africa must
now

condemn Israel
Your Cover

Story on Africa’s debt burden {SAPEM, Vol. 13, No. 12, Sept/
Oct. 2000) eloquently captured an issue that has become so central to the
future development of the continent. Unless the developed countries take
decisive steps to relieve Africa of its current debt entrapment the future of
hundreds of millions of Africans will remain one of hopelessness. There will
be

money left to educate our children, Africa’s health delivery system will
collapse, and the poor will die of hunger. As your writer so aptly put it,
cancellation of Africa’s debt (or of a large part of it) must be a priority for
world leaders if the future of the world economy is to remain bright.
no

As

African 1 feel

deeply ashamed
demonstrated
by African governments to the
Palestian people, who are once again
at the mercy of the ruthless Israeli
regime in their own occupied
an

at the

lack of solidarity

territories.
Peace in the Middle East has not been

Farai

achieved

mainly due to the double talk
by the Israelis. On the one hand, prime
minister Barak pretends to be talking

Mungoshi

Harare
Zimbabwe

peace

with Arafat while

on

the other,

trying to please the hardliners in the
Likud party.
The renewed

Corruption and debt

go

hand in hand

caused

the Likud
man

Africa’s debt burden blames the situation

falling commodity
prices, lack of willingness to help by the IMF, the World Bank and the West.
The article fails dismally to identify the main source of the problem in
Africa, which is widespread corruption, lack of leadership on economic issues,
which leads to downright economic mismanagement. If African leaders would
focus more on getting their economic priorities right, instead of concentrating
on their political survival in office, a lot of the economic problems faced by
most African countries today could be well minimised. The naked truth is that
many an African leader have failed their people, in a continent where democracy,
accountability, good governance and prudent economic management have
continued to be an unfulfilled dream. Indeed, to accuse the West of having
done nothing to help is the highest level of dishonesty. Billions of dollars have
been transferred to Africa in the form of aid, but the truth is they end up in the
leaders’ pockets. If all the money stashed away in foreign bank accounts was
to be accounted for, certainly Africa’s problems would be less intense then
they are today.
Your article

on

on

cycle of violence was
by the provocative actions of

who

leader, Ariel Sharon, the

was

responsible for sowing

the seeds of death in Lebanon in 1982.

Determined to keep his party and
himself in power, Barak simply looked
the other way.
The actions of the Israeli army against
the Palestinian people are not different
from those of the

apartheid regime
against the people of South Africa, and
therefore African governments have to
condemn them in the strongest terms,

severing diplomatic relations with
Israel if necessary.
Isaac Mthombeni

Johannesburg
South Africa

Francois Milieur
Geneva

Switzerland

Letters should be addressed to:
The Editor P.O Box MP 1005, Mt. Pleasant, Harare, Zimbabwe, or 109
Zimbabwe. Email:

Letters must indicate the writers full

4

Coventry Road, Workington, Harare,

sappho@zimmirror.co.zw
name

and address, and may be

edited.
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Why Mbeki is being targeted
Ibbo Mandaza

t all

began with Mandela’s Hvespeech at a meeting
.M. of the African National Congress
(ANC) in December 1997, when Mbeki
■ hour

farewell

of events in Zimbabwe in 2000, and in
the context of the characteristic contrasts

the African National
who

are

now

Congress in exile”,
leading the attack on

drawn between Mandela and

Mbeki, in collusion with those external

with the obvious

factors who

the party

of the latter.

South Africa’s

As is usual in all such political
campaigns designed to demonize an

dealings with Africans only when the
latter fit the stereotype of those conceived
after the image of (white) liberals. And

was

to succeed the old man as leader of

and subsequently become
president in 1999.
Mandela’s “uncompromising speech”,

wrote

the London Financial Times

December

18,

on

1997, “was less

era.

African leader, there is seldom an attempt

specify precisely that which is regarded
the negative. For, once demonized,
then there can be no capacity for any good

a

to

a foretaste of a
It contained little about

as

valedictory offering than
new

Mugabe,
suggestions that Mbeki
was fast becoming less of the former than

dismissed

inclination

Less still the

consider whether

prevent real power being transferred to

Mugabe
adequately pursued the
nationalist agenda, which brought them
into office in the first place. Indeed, even
the pious white liberals - including those

the

who

black

majority”.

no

doubt that

(of

one

of the

principal authors

Mandela’s speech) was Thabo

Mbeki...”

Hence the

anxiety in such

circles that, sooner rather than later,
Mbeki might put in place the nationalist

agenda for which the ANC had always
stood throughout its history.
So,
concluded the article:
frustrated

by what he

“Mr. Mbeki is
sees as

the

poor

response by

much of the white population,
particularly the corporate sector, to the
message of reconciliation preached by Mr.
Mandela...”

the

and (white) liberalism in the South
African context. Hitherto, and in the

in the African leader.

Like many white South Africans and
like-minded international observers of the
transition in the country, the writer “had

Howard Barrel, of the Mail and
Guardian, goes on and about Mbeki’s
counter attack which, says the editor of
so

liberal ideology in Southern Africa.
The demonization of Mbeki is yet
additional evidence of the beginning of
the parting between African nationalism

reconciliation, for which Mr. Mandela is

as
an
obstacle to national
transformation and as determined to

comfortable in their

weekly newspaper (which up
projected as the mouthpiece
for freedom and democracy in South
Africa), left him (the editor)
shocked.
“uncharacteristically
dumbfounded, and speechless”.
Why? Only because Mbeki had bared
his teeth in self defence against “those
who wanted to safeguard the established
order in the world economy” and thereby
“try to undermine South Africa because
of its leadership of these efforts” towards
a development plan for Africa;
sought to
expose the propaganda being waged
against him under the guise of his stance
on HIV/Aids (describing this as “a
foretaste of attempts to undermine him
and South Africa that were being
mounted by those determined to defend

justly famed, and much about the
perceived enemies of the ANC, who were
cited

are

or

to

Mbeki have

were members of such national
liberation movements as the ANC now
have us believe that the African
nationalist agenda has always been an
-

aberration,
in

unfortunate intervention

an

political programme that should
always be parametered by the (white)
a

context

of the ANC in

often

more

than

particular, it

not

difficult

was
to

distinguish the two in the struggle
against apartheid and/or blatant racial

to

same

1994

was

the established world economic order”);
as part of this (white) liberal
agenda the rumours that he was
“deranged”; and called upon the 200

Members of Parliament (of the

he

ANC) that

Clearly, there is always the
expectation, on the part of both observers

discrimination. Now, it is more difficult

addressing to “Join him in
meeting these challenges and fighting off

and those with vested interests in such

and

distinguish between down right racists
(white) liberals in Southern Africa.

attempts to undermine him and the
government... MPs should not be afraid

societies in transition

The chickens have

to take

as South Africa, that
“transformation”, or

to

attempt to implement the nationalist

come home to roost!
And so the recent conference on racism
in South Africa did bring home the truth

agenda. Therefore, accommodation or
“reconciliation” so-called are regarded as

about the myth of (white) liberalism in
Africa. Mbeki almost said it as he opened

the

the conference;

there should be

no

in such situations; and Mandela
has become the model, as far as that
norm

school of thought

is concerned, of a “good
African” (they have another term for this
in the racist lexicon). Regrettably, every
African leader, including Mbeki, will now
have to be judged against such a model,
to be either

lauded

or

demonized,

as

the

may be.
Well hardly a year since Mbeki took
office as South Africa’s president, the
case

demonization

campaign had begun. It
gained strength against the background
SAPEM OCTOBER / NOVEMBER 2000

“Black people have been the victims
of racism rather than the perpetrators.

What

was

on the powerful international
trying to undermine him and,
therefore, the government were waging

forces

in the international economic institutions
and the World Trade

Organization, and
against the propaganda put out by drug
companies and, covertly, the CIA were
all linked”.

have to deal with is white, antiblack racism... Despite our collective

Regrettably, it was some of these MPs
who confided in Howard Barrel the

intentions, racism continues to be

contents

we

common

our

bedfellow... Whites who make

up around one in 10 out of this country’s
43 million people... have a special

of Mbeki’s address, hence the

subsequent report in the Mail and
Guardian.

But it should be

strange to

responsibility to face the demon of

any progressive why anybody, including
Barrel and his editor, should be shocked

racism...”

at

Not

surprisingly, it is the (white)

liberals, especially those who were “with

the contents of Mbeki’s address.

Remember what I have

just said about

(white) liberalsB
5
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Investment in Africa: The
flow is just not good enough
Fernando Goncalves

In

Africa, political leaders and government officials spend hundreds of millions
of dollars annually travelling the world over to meet corporate CEOs to try and
entice them to pour billions of dollars into their countries in fresh investments.

N

ot

seldom, such huge expenditure in pursuit of

investments is criticised at home

as a

waste of

money that could, with a hit of hindsight, he
applied to combat poverty, improve the delivery of social
services, and keep budget deficits at the lowest level
possible.
But the critics are wrong. Foreign direct investment (FDI)
will

probably be the only hope for Africa’s economic survival
foreign aid.
FDI can play an important role in economic development,
bringing in fresh capital and new technologies, as well as
opening new opportunities for exports.
Yet despite the great potential of investment in
development and the fact that Africa continues to be the
world’s poorest continent, it still lags behind in attracting
in the face of continued decline in

FDI flows.

According to this year’s World Investment Report,
by the United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development (Unctad), total global FDI flows in 1999
reached a peak of US$865 billion. Africa’s share of this was
authored

a

paltry 1.2 percent, the lowest in the whole world.
Even if we accept the fact that the developing world has
African countries ranked according to
attractivesness for FDI in 2000-2003

traditionally been at the bottom of the list of investment
recipients, Africa’s performance last year continued to be well
below that of other developing regions, such as Latina
America (10 percent) and South-East Asia (11 percent). Total
inflows of investment to developing countries rose by 16
percent last year to US$208 billion. Africa attracted only 5
percent of this amount.
The reason is that to many investors, whose decisions are
based mainly on perceived maximum, short-term profitability,
Africa continues to be regarded as too risky, with its unstable
and unpredictable political and macro-economic environment.
Inflation in many African countries remains significantly high,
currencies are highly volatile, and economic growth has
continued to be modest. While the average economic growth
on the continent peaked at 5.5 percent in 1996, it came down
to 2.2 percent last year. This is hardly an incentive to reduce
poverty and stimulate savings, in a continent where it is said
that only a sustained growth rate of 6 percent a year is the
minimum required. And as a matter of convention, investors
tend to shy away from slow growth economies.
But it is too soon to despair. Indeed, the results of 1999
are sufficient enough to dispel that pessimism. Investment in
Industries offering the best
FDI in Africa in 2000-2003

their

South Africa

Tourism

Egypt

Telecommunications

Morocco

Petroleum, gas and related products

Nigeria

Mining and quarrying

Tunisia

Ghana

Agriculture

Libyan Arab Jamahiriya

Pharmaceutical and chemicals

Cote d’Ivoire

Food and

Algeria
Kenya
Mozambique

Beverage

Metals and metal

products

Finance and insurance

Botswana

Forestry

Angola

Motor Vehicles

Zimbabwe
United Rep.

opportunities fei

Transport and storage

of Tanzania
Mauritius

Fishing and aquaculture

Namibia

Textile, leather and clothing

Ethiopia

Mechanical & electrical

equipment

Uganda

Tobacco

Malawi
Non-metalic mineral
SOURCE: UNCTAD
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Cover Story
the

economic

region rose by 25 percent
from US$8 billion in 1998 to
US$10 billion. But still, that is
if the

picture is seen in absolute
scrutiny of

terms. For a further

FDI flows into Africa reveals

that

(FDI in millions of US$)
Economy

(Angola, Egypt, Morocco,
Nigeria, and South Africa),
which last year alone accounted
for 70 percent of all FDI flows

war

against poverty.
1998

t

-J

r.'Ai'

There has been

a

growing

debate in Africa about whether
Africa

8 080

10 325

1 114

1 814

Egypt

1 077

1 500

Nigeria

1 051

1 400

South Africa

561

1 376

Morocco

329

847
384
371

they continue to be highly j Angola

concentrated in five countries
rich in natural resources

growth rates and

continue to win battles in its

foreign investment is good or bad.
into these flows
through the adoption of policies
that allow it to gain full integration
into the global economy, including
active participation in the regional
or global production networks of
transnational corporations, the
main drivers of the modem global
economy. “Only then will the
But Africa can tap

Mozambique

213

into Africa. Furthermore, South

Sudan

371

Africa, with 1/3 of Africa’s
GDP, is normally treated as a

Tunisia

670

279

Cote d’lvoir

315

279

continent

200

prominent player in the world

developed country, alone
absorbing
a
significant
percentage of all the investment

Gabon

source: unctad

transfers into the continent.

Also, in the case of Angola and Nigeria, the figures belie
the fact that 90 percent of total investment inflows go to the
oil

industry, often an ‘enclave economy’ with few direct
benefits to the wider community. In Angola, for example,
the oil industry contributes more than 40 percent of the
country’s economic output and about 90 percent of
government revenue. Diamonds fill the gap. Yet, despite
receiving US$1.8 billion in investment from multinational
oil companies last year, Angola continues to suffer from a
highly skewed income distribution pattern among its
estimated 13 million people. The United Nations Human
Development Report points out that between 1995 and 1998,
the richest 10 percent of the population in Angola enjoyed a
44 percent increase in wealth, compared to the 59 percent
decrease for the poorest 10 percent.
The significance of the oil industry in attracting
investnment

can

be

seen

in the fact that the United States,

the

largest investor in this sector, has been the biggest source
of investment into Africa, totalling US$7.6 billion between
1994 and 1998, followed by the United Kingdom and France
with US$2.5 billion each.

Therefore, Unctad says the basic policy challenge in
Africa is economic diversification. This would enable African
countries to attract not

only

investment with relevance to

more, but also high value
than just one sector of

more

the domestic economy.

This would also create potential for
growth in value added exports, and in the acquisition of
advanced technologies and skills transfer.
If African governments continue to sustain their efforts
to create more business-friendly environments and set the
conditions for macro-economic and political stability,
accompanied by efforts at strengthening and streamlining
their bureaucracy, they might in future see an upsurge in
corporate investments, in turn leading to the creation of more
jobs and increased government revenues from taxes on profits
and personal income.
This is already being done in some countries, and it is to
such efforts, albeit modest, that last year’s rise in FDI is
attributed.
Unctad estimates that

global capital flows this year will
surpass the US$1 trillion mark, spurred by the recent wave
of mergers and acquisitions in Europe and the United States.
Africa should be prepared to tap into a significant proportion
of these flows if it is to achieve its objective of higher
SAPEM OCTOBER / NOVEMBER 2000
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become

market and benefit

a

more

more

from

FDI,’’ says the Unctad report.
But there is

catch. Never before has Africa

displayed
degree of unity in its opposition to
globalisation, a process of which FDIs form the backbone.
Put simply, to many an African nation, the ease with which
capital is moved across international frontiers often
undermines their sovereignty, interferes with local cultural
values, while driving indigenous business into bankruptcy.
So to them investment yes, but under what conditions and at
what price?
Unctad says one way of attracting higher levels of long
term investment is through privatisation of state-owned
enterprises. It cites the example of Latin America, where last
year, Argentina was at the top of a list of the world’s 50 largest
privatisation prgrammes with deals worth US$16 billion.
Brazil had been top in the previous year, with US$20 billion.
In Africa, between 1990 and 1998 privatisation - linked FDIs
represented about 14 percent of the continent’s total share.
However, some economists dismiss the privatisation route
as the best way to attract investment. “It does not add tö the
stock of capital in the receiving country, and it is simply meant
to minimise risk,” says Chinyamata Chipeta, formerly
professor of economics at the University of Malawi, and now
head of the economic policy division at the Southern African
Institute of Policy Studies (SARIPS) in Harare.
He adds that in some cases, there is no guarantee that
after the transaction the newly privatised enterprise will
remain in business, since the new investor may have bought
it simply for speculation or for asset stripping.
such

an

a

elevated

There is also need to look at investment in the wider context
of national and

regional economic integration, ensuring that
is spread evenly within national borders,
and that it is also of benefit to neighbouring countries.
Presently, investments have tended to be concentrated in
certain enclaves within the recipient countries, mainly in the
area of natural resource exploitation and where infrastructure
is more developed. In addition, the fact that countries have
individually competed against one another for investment has
the flow of capital

made it difficult to attract investments that
to more

than

one

can

be of benefit

country.

An elucidative

example is the recently commissioned
Mozambique, Mozal. Its main raw
material, bauxite, is imported from Australia, when huge
deposits of this mineral are known to exist in neighbouring
aluminum smelter plant in

Malawi ■
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Investment and Trade Promotion

through Export Processing Zones
Walter Chidhakwa

The emergence

of contemporary Export Processing Zones (EPZs) is preceded by a long
history ofthe existence of what were referred to as free trade zones dating as far back as
the 16"' century.

F

ree

trade zones

areas

are

defined as

situated outside the

customs

territory of the host

country in which unrestricted trade
with the rest of the world is

permitted.

They allow for the

movement of merchandise into and out

of the

without the payment

investment
a

(FDI) worldwide stood at
staggering US$650 billion. The USA
the biggest source

EPZs in Africa
In Africa, the Mauritian EPZs have been

and recipient of
By 1990, 40 countries had
established EPZs, had generated
US$26 billion in annual exports and
employed more than 3.5 million
workers. Of this, 80 percent of the
investment went into garment making,

the most successful.

textiles, and electrical and electronic

textile

products.

unemployment rate of 23 percent in

was

such FDI.

instrumentality of the EPZ programme
that the government of Mauritius
succeeded
in
converting the

predominately
into

of
duty. Facilities in such zones allow for
the storage, bulk breaking or
consolidation of smaller consignments
of goods to facilitate their re-export.
Free trade zones were designed to
promote trade between nations by
removing logistical barriers to
movement of goods as well as duties

to

90 000

and taxes.

weak

firms

zones

An

impressive record of
performance was registered by the
world’s first EPZ, Sharon, established
in 1959 in Ireland. Driven by a desire

a

investments which created in

and the transfer of technology

establish at Sharon.

with 7

(IFZs),

as

industrial

are a more recent

innovation. The desire to promote

became

Combined with

the basis for the emergence of EPZs.
Like FTZs, EPZs are contra-territorial,

relatively low labour costs, the EPZ

but unlike FTZs,

employment for 8 000 workers and
account for 20 percent of Ireland’s

they

are

designed to

promote the marketing, processing and

assembly of goods as well as the
provision of services to the world
market.

Thus while FTZs promote

trade, EPZs promote value addition.
In

order

to

understand

and

was

able within 10 years to create

manufactured exports.
The

success

of freland

during the

early 1960s

was replicated in Taiwan
where within 3 years of establishing

1. While

the

overall

micro-

economic conditions have

exports. The zones were responsible for
50 percent of the country’s net foreign

matched

exchange earnings.

to

responsible for more than 70 000 jobs

improved
significantly over the last few years
largely as a result of the economic
reform progratmnes undertaken in most

US$1.5 billion in annuals

African countries, these have not been

zone was

forcing the government to build another
zone

and

in 1971. Taiwanese EPZs

over

Similar successes
in Korea and

8

of

operating. These are Kenya,
developed industrial parks and
several single factories EPZs, Namibia
with 12 companies operating under the
EPZ programme and Zimbabwe where
62 companies out of a total of 125
approved companies are operating.
Constraints to the development of
EPZs in Africa include the following:-

the factors which influence the flow of

The 1999 world investment report
estimates that flows of foreign direct

excess

are

the

TVends and Investment Flows

labour

Southern and Eastern Africa where

appreciate the role of EPZs in the
promotion of trade and investment, it
is important to outline briefly trends in
the inflow of foreign investment in the
world. It is also important to examine
investment between countries.

a

an

jobs. In 1988 alone, 150 new
established operations in
Mauritius, generating over 15 000jobs.
There are only three countries in

their first EPZ, in

Kaohsinng in 1966,
quickly fully occupied,

From

1982, Mauritius moved to

EPZs

zones

activities,

shortage situation in 1988. The
programme attracted over 500

industrialisation, value-added exports

EPZs, also referred to

sugar based economy
vibrant industrial economy

through diversification into clothing and

uplift the stagnating industrial base,
performance in job creation and
investment generation, the Irish
government offered a special package
of incentives to assembly and
manufacturing operations willing to

free

It’s with the

are

were

also recorded

Malaysia with exports
respectively reaching US$600 million
and US$1.4 billion annually.

by improvements in investor
friendly regulatory procedures designed
facilitate the establishment of

companies in EPZs. It is said of the
Liberian EPZs programme that while
the incentive regime offered by the
country was attractive on paper, the
SAPEM OCTOBER / NOVEMBER 2000
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operating and investment approval
procedures were complex and time
consuming.
The speed with which a country
processes and facilitates investment has
become as important an incentive for
attracting investment as tax and duty
concessions. This is
one

more

the case when

Marketing the
investors
It

is

zones to prospective
viewed as important.

was not

for this

reason

that

zone

development during the 1990s was left
to the private sector and where a
had
government
developed
infrastructure private operators were
appointed to run the zones.

market share.

Regaining such markets
always difficult given the
competitiveness of the world market.

is

Landlocked

countries have also

suffered from the
at the

pilferage and damage to their export
products.

considers the case of a company that

is

relocating from a high to a low cost
production location. Such a company
will already be supplying a given

3.

Poor Location of Zones.

6.
EPZs

Overvalued exchange rates.
as other export promotion

well

significantly disrupt the supply

Uppermost in the minds of African
policy makers was the use of such zones
as
instruments for developing
underdeveloped regions of their

schedule, as it may be difficult to regain

countries. Such locations have however

suffered from

that market. The company decides to
build a stock reserve to sustain suppliers

not attracted

the

market

and

may

not

want

to

during the relocation period. The length
period will be
determined by the inventory stockpile.
Such a company is therefore likely to
choose a location which offers it not just
an attractive
package of incentives but
also a shorter set-up period. It is on
this aspect that EPZs established in

workers

of the relocation

Africa in the 1980s lost out to the

more

facilitative and efficient system of
countries such as Singapore and
Taiwan.

Poorly designed legislation
also stand in the way of

can

investment. While Zimbabwe’s
EPZs

legislative framework
lacked provisions for the duty free
importation of capital goods, raw
materials, consumables and
intermediate materials for

use

in

EPZ

are

4.

investors, and skilled

difficult to lure.

Serious

deficiencies

50

percent

7.

Labour Difficulties. In

some

levels of education also resulted in high
unit cost. In some countries the

is conducted with

EPZs. Countries which

were

sophisticated
were

able to

tele-

able to go beyond

the traditional sectors such

as

computer

assembly and textiles to provision of
services such as data processing,
software development, call centres, etc.
African EPZs

were

also the

victim of unreliable and

put up
by the government, the management of
that infrastructure

results in cancellation of orders, which

SAPEM OCTOBER / NOVEMBER 2000

the

those of other countries. The lower

costly
transportation services. It is common
knowledge that the world market does
not only require a high quality product
but one that gets to them in time. Failure
to meet production and supply schedules

became unattractive to investors.

overvalued Robbie in

expected to generate a significant
percentage of revenue in foreign
currency, a large part of their business

5.

bad that it

an

until

arises out of the fact that because EPZs
are

sense.

was so

1970s

introduce EPZs, wage costs were
considered uncompetitive vis-a-vis

communications

was

fixed

supply. The
importance of effective communication

develop

infrastructure

some cases

exchange rates. The Mauritian EPZs

situation

words, while investors
were happy that they could bring
their investment without paying
duty, they still lamented the fact
that they could not freely remit
their dividends once the projects
started making profits.

development, management and marketing of most zones
developed in Africa in the 1980s was
undertaken by the government. While

compromised by the

and reliable power

In other

The

were

valued, and in

of the African countries that tried to

stipulation of the minimum level of
investment required in EPZs. While the
government in the latter case may have
had the noble objective of promotingjob
creation, the requirements were devoid

some cases

over

in

number of workers, as well as a

2.

packages

international telecommunications

foreign firms, which
either supply or buy the goods from the

of a business

as

devaluation between 1979 and 1981.

operations, others such as
Senegal’s EPZs were hurt by a
provision requiring prospective EPZ
companies to employ a minimum

in

high service charges

ports as well as high levels of

may

subsequently result in loss of

worsened

by rigid labour
regulations which made it difficult
to discharge poor performers.
was

Southern African countries
have over the last 20 years

implemented economic reform
programmes whose supply side
response has not been as successful

originally expected. The failure
policies to generate the
needed supply response was
attributed in part to the speed of
as

of these

such liberalisation

as

well

as to

the

sequencing of such reforms. While
sought to liberalise the
importation of capital goods in order

countries
to attract

investment, other investment

promotion instruments such as dividend
remittance jxtlicies and project approval
procedures were not streamlined in
order to present a full package to the
investor.
In other words, while
investors were happy that they could

bring their investment without paying
duty, they still lamented the fact that
they could not freely remit their
dividends once the projects started
making profits. Such inconsistencies
could be seen in many programmes and
resulted in lower levels of investment

being achieved.
The cost of

liberalising the entire
proved to be so high the
governments could not sustain it. For

economy

To
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brick
in

oblong mass of hardened clay used
building - v.t. build, block etc. with bricks.
n.

Ref: COLLINS ENGLISH DICTIONARY

To

US at

Macdonald Bricks

a

brick is

more

than just
It

It is

the

compacted clay fired to perfection.
foundation of great things.
key to the building of a family home or
making of a harmonious business

is

the

environment.
It provides shelter for the sick and places for
learning and entertainment.
It gives us walls for security and protection.
It is there to be walked

gazed up at - to
practical or pretty.
The laying of a brick signifies new
beginnings - a new start.
It embodies all the hopes and aspirations of
great things to come.
With so much at stake, shouldn’t you take a
little time in choosing the right brick.
on or

be
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Whether it’s standard or custom-made steel window
frames that you need, Radar Metal Industries will

supply them.
Look for the RMI seal of

quality if you want lasting
quality, backed up by the finest distribution and
delivery service in Zimbabwe.

Radar Metal Industries
Manufacturers of steel window and door frames,
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Bulawayo (Head Office)
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Tel: (263-4) 754284/6 Rix: (263-4) 754859
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News Briefs
Algeria

Nigeria
Fleeing Nigerians Tell
Murder

and

18 Reported Killed

Libyan
Mayhem
of

Algiers

to the

massacred 18

picture of bloody mayhem during

migrant workers. Some Nigerians said
they believed hundreds had been killed
in the violence. But the Nigerian
government discounted the claims,
which would put the death toll far higher
than previous unconfirmed media
reports of up to 50 dead. At least 500
Nigerians were killed, possibly up to
800,” interviewed Nigerians said.
The first evacuation flights
organized by the Nigerian government
brought more than 15 wounded people.
These estimates were based on killings
they had seen and the numbers of those
thought to be missing. Clashes recently
followed an order from Libya’s top
legislative and executive body calling
for a crackdown on the employment of
foreigners. Niger Prime Minister Hama
Amadou, who visited Tripoli after the
sacking of his country’s embassy, said

Two

McDonald’s

An armed Islamic

-

group

people, including eight

children, in two attacks in one weekend
in

Algiers. Three others were wounded
and two young girls kidnapped, Algerian

customers to

Two

take cover under the tables.

employees were cut by flying glass

and

the attackers, but the results of their
search were not immediately known.

attackers, who had covered their faces

The

killings recalled the bloody
massacres that have marked an 8-yearold Islamic insurgency in the past. More
than 100 000 people have been killed
since the insurgency started in 1992,
triggered by an army decision to cancel
national elections that

a

now-banned

Muslim fundamentalist party was poised
to win. The massacres reflect a recent
upsurge in violence after a relative calm,
attributed in part to President Abdelaziz

effort

Bouteflika’s

national

at

reconciliation that included

Chad said three of its citizens

amnesty for Islamic insurgents trying to
topple the military-backed government.

killed.

Cape Town - A pro-Palestinian mob
outraged by the violence in the Middle
East hurled bricks through the windows
of a McDonald’s restaurant, forcing

reported. The deaths
brought to nearly 60 the number of
people killed in recent attacks, according
to an unofficial count by the press.
Security forces were reportedly pursuing
newspapers

that at least six black Africans died.
were

Pro-Palestinian Mob Attacks

Weekend Massacres

Lagos - Nigerians fleeing Libya added
clashes in Tripoli, when mobs targeted
black Africans amid a crackdown on

in

South Africa

partial

a

Dr.

a

third

was

treated for shock, said

Wayne Smith, head of Cape Metro

Rescue Services. The mob of about 150

people also stoned 10 cars, police
spokesman Andre Traut said. The
with scarves,

dispersed when police and
guards from a private security company
arrived. There had been

no

arrests,Traut

said.
The McDonald’s attack followed

a

peaceful rally protesting Israel’s actions

against the Palestinians attended by
about 2 000 Muslims. At the end of the

rally,

a group

gathered outside the

stadium, burnt Israeli and U.S. flags and
then marched to the McDonald’s, stoning
cars en route. This protest against the
Middle East conflict

was

the third in

as

days in South Africa. Previously,
two policemen were stabbed when a
march to the U.S. Embassy in Pretoria
many

turned violent. Before that, about 100

participated
in
a
organized by the ruling
African National Congress, which has
long-standing ties with the Palestinian
Liberation Organization.
protesters

Sudan
Students Fire

on

Police

DRC
in

Anti-

Government Protest
Khartoum

demonstration

Mobutu’s Son Seeks Role
But Not

as

in

Congo,

Dictator’s Successor

University students
chanting anti-government slogans in
downtown Khartoum opened fire at riot

Kinshasa

police trying to disperse them, injuring
four policemen, an interior ministry

his father into exile, that would

-

statement said. The

the

demonstrators, from

University of Science and
Technology, started their protest after a
seminar organized by the Popular
National Congress, an opposition group
headed by Islamic ideologue Hassan
Turabi. Students were “exploiting
freedom of expression,” the statement
said, adding it was the first time
demonstrators had opened fire on
authorities. Earlier in September,
students staged anti-government
demonstrations to protest against
compulsory military service and an
attempt to make them pay damage
deposits for textbooks.
12

Nzanga Mobutu doesn’t like
surname brings him, but
if it helps overthrow the man who drove
-

the attention his

with him. The

30-year-old

be fine

son

of the

late dictator Mobutu Sese Seko returned
to

Congo for the first time since 1997,

when he and his family unceremoniously
fled amid
I
a

am

a

hail of bullets. “So what if

Mobutu’s son? It doesn’t mean I’m

dictator,” said Nzanga, who is as big

and strong as

his father

was

in his

younger days, while relaxing after
dinner in Kigali, on his way to his

homeland. Nzanga was invited to tour
rehel-held eastern Congo by the

Rwandan-backed

Congolese Rally for
Democracy, a rebel group that has been
fighting for two years to oust President
Laurent Kabila.

Zimbabwe
Police Clash

with

Food-Price

Protesters
Harare

Rioters blocked

roadways,
police and set fire to a
minibus taxi in an angry protest against
Zimbabwe’s soaring food prices. Riot
police armed with batons, shields and
automatic rifles responded by firing tear
gas at the crowds, who used blocks and
logs to close streets and encourage others
to stay away from work.
Police had
sealed Mabvuki and Tafara townships,
30km east of Harare, and set patrols in
the center of the city after rumors that
angry youths were heading there for a
demonstration against Robert Mugabe’s
government.
Bread and sugar prices
rose an average 30 percent last week in
Zimbabwe, a country already facing
economic crisis and political tension.
-

threw stones at
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the

Kenya
Kenya Admits Mistakes Over
‘Massacre’

Nairobi - The Kenyan government has
for the first time admitted making
mistakes sixteen years ago when
hundreds of ethnic Somalis were killed
in the north-east of the country. A
minister in the office of the president,
William Ruto, told parliament that 380

people had died in what has been called
the Wagalla massacre, which took place
during a drive by the security forces
against alleged bandits. Previously, the
government had said that only 57 people
had died. The parliamentarian who
raised the issue, Ellias Barre Shill, said
the minister was trying to avoid crucial

questions — he charged that more than
1000 ethnic Somalis

were

meeting, Taylor told journalists he
explain to the delegation

victims of the

killings of 1984, and that the
government should apologise and pay
compensation.

Liberia’s contention that it is not
involved in Sierra Leone’s war.

Uganda
MOB LYNCHES DRUNKEN CHILD-KILLER

FOMENTINC WAR IN

Monrovia

SlERRA LEONE

-

of Zambian President

pleaded for privacy

after media reports that his father had
banished his wife Vera from their home
after

difficulties, but this should not be a basis

quoting an eyewitness. Owele, who had
been drinking a locally-brewed gin and
smoking marijuana for several hours,

reference to whether or not the president

attacked the children after their noise
disturbed his afternoon sleep, the reports
said. The three children who died were
years.

extramarital affair. “I would

for malicious innuendo and

public
calumny,” he added, without direct
had

separated from his wife.
Newspaper reports stated that Chiluba
had asked his wife of 32 years to vacate
State House before he left for a 10-day

official tour of China,

relationship

citing her alleged

with

a
Zambian
businessman. Chiluba and his wife have
been married since 1968 and
Christians.

are

devout

They have nine children.

U.S. Condemns High Court Decision
The U.S. state
Washington
department sharply condemned a ruling
by Ivory Coast’s Supreme Court that

presidential
candidates to just five of the 20 who
initially sought the office. A state
department statement said the United
States will suspend its help in carrying
out the election and wants other

need to be

a

part

of the

instability in Sierra Leone because
it would lead to your instability,”
Greenstock said. He was referring to
allegations that Liberia was supplying
guns to Sierra Leone’s brutal rebel
group, the Revolutionary United Front,
in return for diamonds dealt by the
renegades. As a result, a U.N. weapons
embargo placed on Liberia since its own
would not be lifted

until

Taylor’s government began
working for peace, Greenstock said.
“The perception is very strong in the
region that the flow of arms and
diamonds is coming through Liberia,”
the British ambassador said, adding that
Taylor had denied the charges. Prior to
SAPEM OCTOBER / NOVEMBER 2000

Rwanda
Genocide Appeal Thrown Out

limits the number of

countries to rethink

peace” and risked further
alienating fellow nations in Africa and

war

son

clubbed and stoned Wilson Owele after
he attacked the children with a broadbladed knife, newspaper reports said,

led the mission, said Liberia “has not

1989-96 civil

The

-

allegations that she had an
plead that
you let our family continue to lead a
quiet and private life like all other
families,” said Mikoyan Chiluba. “We
may
indeed occasionally face

-

worked for

no

Privacy

TO STOP

A U.N. Security Council
delegation trying to bolster peace efforts
in Sierra Leone sharply criticized
Liberia’s president, warning him to stop
fomenting instability. After meeting
with President Charles Taylor in the
capital, Monrovia, Britain’s U.N.
Ambassador Jeremy Greenstock, who

the West. “There is

for

A furious mob lynched a
man in southwest Uganda after the
drunken 20-year-old hacked three
children to death and injured four others,
a Ugandan newspaper reported.
Residents in Ntungamo village fatally

Kampala

Ivory Coast
LIBERIA

Lusaka

Frederick Chiluba

Liberia
OFFICIALS TELL

First Family Pleads

Over Affair

aged five and six

UN

Zambia

would

plans to help. “This
unjust decision robs the Ivorian people
of any meaningful choice in those
elections” and “makes a mockery of
basic democratic principles,” according
to the statement.
Ivorian state-run
television angrily objected to the
criticism and the decision to suspend aid,

Kigali

-

The appeals chamber of the

international criminal tribunal for
Rwanda sitting in The Hague has
rejected an appeal by former Rwandan
Prime Minister, Jean Kambanda,

against the life sentence imposed on him
for his role in the 1994 genocide two
years ago. Kambanda became the first
head of government to be convicted of
genocide. Since his arrest in Kenya three
years ago,

Kambanda’s case has become

knees, certainly, but

increasingly complicated. When he first
appeared in court, Kambanda pleaded
guilty to six counts of genocide and
crimes against humanity. He then sprung
a surprise earlier this year when he
changed his lawyer, asked the appeals
chamber to quash the guilty verdict and

the greatest

did not receive

accusing the United States of “barely
concealed threats, blackmail, arrogance
and discourtesy.”
“Like the Iraq of

Saddam Hussein, the United States will
find Ivory Coast to be a country on its
a country that
refuses to remain this way, knowing that

glory is in picking oneself

up every time one falls,” the station said.
“TTie United States will find in Ivory

Coast, Ivorians who bend like the reed
but who

are not

broken.”

order

a new

trial. Kambanda claims he

enough advice before
pleading guilty and he wants to retract
his confession, arguing that he was not
allowed a lawyer of his choice before
signing his guilty plea.
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Main Features
Sierra Leone

One step

forward, two
steps backward
Napoleon Abdulai

widespread instability in the West African
conflict system. Here, war and violence has become a generalised condition, despite the
democratic gains made since the 1990s. The vicious circle of poverty, armed conflict and
unfulfilled peace accords is beginning to become the trade mark of the region, more specifically
in the countries of the Mano river basin, namely Sierra Leone, Liberia and Guinea.
The civil

I

war

in Sierra Leone is

a

microcosm of the

civil war broke
1991, when ex-corporal

with the tacit support of the Reagan
administration rigged the election, killed

Foday Sambaya Sankoh crossed
from Liberia, the epicentre of

the winner Jackson Doe (no relation),
without any protest from the democratic
world,
From the election, opposition
elements began a systematic campaign
to fight the Doe administration through
guerrilla warfare. Earlier, Colonel
Mengistu H. Mariam of Ethiopia had

n

Sierra Leone,

out in

over

the West African conflict system, to

begin the region’s most brutal armed
conflict in post colonial history.
Two major efforts were made to end
the civil war, the first in Abidjan in
1996, and the other in Lome, on July 7,
1999. Both have failed to bring
about any sustainable peace, while
misery and deceit have intensified.
More than 20 000 people are
the war began,

while over 2 million
believed to have been internally
or

several

other

as refugees in
West African

countries, mainly Liberia and
Guinea.
The root
can

amalgamated a number of ethnic
groups and ex-slaves from the

of the

over

jaylor: another Lybian recruit

Sierra Leone is classified in the 2000
UNDP Human Development Index as

to

the

manipulation of the 1984
presidential election in neighbouring
President Samuel K.
semi-illiterate master sergeant

Liberia. There,

Doe,
14

a

opposition thanks to the manipulation
of the Libyans in Tripoli. In Tripoli,
Taylor befriended Foday Sankoh,
returning together to Liberia via Cote
d’viore to launch the war against Doe.
One and half years into the civil war

Stevens. Stevens, an old trade
unionist, had handpicked and handed

people. Corruption and army
mutinying further aggravated
underdevelopment, despite the country’s
richness in agriculture and minerals.
With a population of 4.5 million.

the world’s fifth poorest nation.
The origins of the war go back

Taylor, the current ruler of

Liberia, became the leader of the armed

by the All Africa Peoples Congress
(APC) government of president Siaka

Caribbean and North America into
one of West Africa’s smallest
nations.
Post
independent

governments did very little to bridge
the gap and to fulfil the aspirations

Charles

academic Ibrahim Abdulai. Sankoh
cashed in on the rampant corruption
and mismanagement of the economy

of the civil war
how the British

causes

be traced to

The rebels

Revolutionary United Front (RUF).
RUF’s only published material,
known as ‘Footpaths to democracy’,
is ridiculed as ‘Footpaths to
destruction’ in an excellent book by

living

displaced

Libyans the great opportunity to
in their country

train whoever turned up
for assistance.

in Liberia, Sankoh invaded his
homeland as
leader of the

estimated to have been killed since
are

the

trained the first guerrillas,
not to see

but they were
fighting as their highly

educated leaders abandoned the idea to

political struggle
against the increasingly intolerant,
incoherent, and anti-people regime.
Liberia under Doe became the largest
recipient of US aid in Africa.
President Doe, who Reagan called
‘President Moe’ during a visit to the
White House, closed the Libyan
embassy in Monrovia, thus providing
concentrate on mass

power to

Joseph Momoh,

an

army general.
A poor administrator,

Momoh was
in 1994 by
mutinying Sierra Loene soldiers
serving under the West African
Monitoring Group (ECOMCXJ) peace
keeping mission in Liberia. The
bankruptcy of the commanders of the
Republic of Sierra Leone Army
(RSLA) was such that their troops in
Liberia had to beg for ammunition and
removed from power

other essentials from the Ghanaian and

Nigerian contigents in order to
survive. An hungry army, it is said, is
SAPEM OCTOBER / NOVEMBER 2000

Main Features
eliminated. Sankoh

arrested and

combatants

from

by helicopter
to Guinea, leaving the country to be
taken over by Captain Valentine

kept under house arrest in Nigeria,

the RUF, the
government army and the Kamajors,

under the late General Sani Abacha.

had been disarmed.

Strasser,

The 1997 coup

British aid

a

is

dangerous

one.
President Momoh fled

an

absolute disaster. Strasser

reported to have taken diamonds to

was

On

May 25, 1997, as an OAU summit
being held in Harare, elected
president Ahmed Tejan Kabbah was
toppled in yet another military coup. A
new
junta known as the Armed Forces
Revolutionary Council (AFRC) was set
up. The OAU’s response from Harare
was a powerful statement condemning
the coup and calling for the reinstalment of the democratically elected
government.
No
government
recognised the junta, and civil servants

(UNAMSIL) to safeguard even the
capital, following the outbreak of
hostilities in April this year, forced
Britain to send in forces to fight the
rebels. Sankoh was captured in
Freetown following a massive
demonstration against his group’s noncompliance of the Lome peace accord.
His men opened fire killing a journalist

refused to work for it.

and several

Tejan Kabbah fled to Guinea, the
traditional home for deposed Sierra
Leonean rulers. The new junta, led by
Major General Johnny Paul Koromah,
was met with resistance mounted by
Nigerian forces acting under the
auspices of Ecomog. By then, the RUF
had joined the rebel government in
Freetown with Sankoh as vice president.
The British government then began
providing support to Ecomog and the
govemmeiii in exile. Lord Eric Avebury,
chair of the British parliamentary group
on
human rights exposed his
government’s break of UN sanctions
imposed on arms exports to Sierra

Having succeeded in repulsing the
rebels from the capital, Britain changed
its mandate to concentrate in training

was

Sankoh;

Disgraced and out of the
awaits triai

peace process, now

Belgium for his own private sale. Like
many military leaders in West Africa,
he tried to manipulate the electoral
system in 1996 to remain in power, but
was soon overthrown by his second in
command. Brigadier Julius Maada Bio.
Ironically, Bio’s elder sister Agnes Bio,
and her husband Jean Jallo

then

were

senior commanders in the RUF.

Today

they are refugees.
But, thanks to the women of Sierra
Leone, the army organised the election
under the

chairmanship of James Jonah,

former senior UN bureaucrat. The
Sierra Leone Peoples Party (SLPP) won.

a

The

Kabbah returns and demobilisation fails

Nations’ offices, supported by the
London based conflict management

In

group International Alert, and the Cote
d’Ivoire government, the Abidjan

signed in 1996. Sankoh then
began to delay the implementation of the
accord by staying in Abidjan. Frustrated
at the slow pace of the implementation
process, some RUF commanders in
Freetown, led by a young engineering
graduate, Philip Palmer, deposed
was

their leader.

new

leaders,

women.

additional 3 000 Sierra Leonean

troops and provide assistance to
UNAMSIL. The programme also
includes provision of equipment for the
Sierra Leone

Army. Britain has further

offered to provide a rapid reaction force
of up to 5 000 troops. British foreign

secretary Robin Cook said the force
would be based in Britain but would
be able “to deploy very rapidly in
response to

changing situations in

government questioned the rationale in

government. So, under the United

The

and

civilian government. Opponents of the
British aid to Ecomog and the

to

as

an

men

Leone. Since then, Britain has taken
over as the leading defender of the

Under Maada Bio, pressure was exerted
on the RUF to seek peace with the

Sankoh

by the 11 000-strong

United Nations Mission in Sierra Leone

deahng with mercenaries and mercenary
companies in order to return Kabbah

Abidjan accord

accord

But the failure

power.

January 1998, Nigerian forces
supported by a militia known as the
Kamajors and local civil defence forces
dislodged the rebel government from
Freetown, paving the way for the return

the

only

captured together with the then Sierra
Leone ambassador to Guinea. The
ambassador was later released, while
Palmer is believed to have been
SAPEM OCTOBER / NOVEMBER 2000

depended

on

an

army,

the British and the

UN force

of Kabbah.
But the
RUF

war

has continued, with the

maintaining its control of the

diamond rich fields at Kono. Diamond
sales in Liberia, Guinea and Cote
are the mainstay of the RUF

d’Ivoire
war

intellectuals in the RUF, were lured into
the country by ground commanders and

Kabbah: Weak and without
has

machine.

Under international pressure,

the

government of Sierra Leone and the
RUF

signed the Lome peace accord on
July 7, 1999. Under the accord, a
disarmament, demobilisation and

reintegration process began. As at the
end of February this year, 16 759

Sierra Leone”. Britain’s assistance will
contribute

significantly to the ability
take

of the Sierra Leonean army to
the fight to the rebels.
While Britain is

increasing its

presence, there are demands for a clear
UN mandate to UNAMSIL. Should the
UN troops

restrict themselves to
peacekeepers or become a peace
enforcement force? The

answer to

this

question will determine the level of the
credibility of the UN in its peacekeeping
operations in Africa ■
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Nigeria

A nation in search
of iost giory
Paul

Ejime

At its

independence from Britain in October 1960, Nigeria held - and still
hope as a potentially great nation. It is a dream that has remained
largely unfulfilled, but one that will never die.

holds - much

W

Novelist

crushed with

Chinua Achebe believes

The task of

orld

class

“police action.”
saving Nigeria from
disintegration fell on Yakubu Gowon,
a 32-year-old military officer from the

most of tbe blame lies

with tbe

country’s leadership. Like
view, he may
be justified, but there has never been
any illusion that Africa’s most
populous nation was ever going to
get it easy. To use Achebe’s telling
metaphor of 1992, Nigeria is like “a
gifted child, generally endowed, but
also wayward.” After Nigeria’s
independence, it was not long before
serious cracks emerged in the political
marriage of convenience sealed by the
last British governor-general. Lord
Lugard, in the controversial 1914
amalgamation of the peoples of the
multi-religious and ethnically and
culturally diverse territory. The
Westminster parliamentary system it
others who share his

inherited from the British

was

based

loose

three-region structure with
by the Hausa/
Fulani, the south-west by the Yoruba,
and the south-eastby the Igbo.
Each of the regions is home to
several minority groups, which along
with the three major entities, make up
some 300 ethnic groups in the country.
Like in the colonial era, political parties
in post- independent Nigeria are largely
ethnically based, requiring a fragile
political alliance to produce a
ceremonial president and an executive
prime minister in 1960. From three
regions in 1960 the country, which
became a Republic in 1963, is now a
36-state federation, with unending
agitation by citizens for more states,
on a

the north dominated

in the belief that this is the surest way

16

a mere

middle-

belt, who in

political

move to

a

clever

curb Ojukwu’s
influence, carved Nigeria further into
12 states. The rest is history, but by the
time the rebellion ended in

1970,

more

than

one

January

million people,

mainly Igbos, had been killed. Their
defeated soldiers also lost

seniority in

the federal armed forces, in addition to
other punishments. The government of

Achebe

of

bringing development and federal

amenities to their door steps. Political
crisis in the west, and a fall-out from
the 1964 regional elections which forced
the federal government to declare a state
of emergency, remained an unresolved
crisis that later culminated in the first

military coup by young officers led by
Maj. Kaduna Nzeogwu, in January
1966. That was to open the floodgate
for future military interventions in the
country, with the next putsch coming six
months later in July 1966. The reported
massacre of Igbos in the north, forced
Col. Emeka Ojukwu, governor of the
eastern region, to declare the secession
of Biafra in 1967. Thus began the
Nigerian civil war, which lasted 30
months, beyond what the federal
authorities had thought would be

president Olusegun Obasanjo only
recently reprieved the surviving
“Biafran soldiers”, but Ojukwu insists
that the problems and inequalities that
gave rise to the civil war remain
unresolved. Having successfully
prosecuted the war, Gowon became
entrenched in power and his failure to
unveil a transition programme for
return to

civilian rule led to his

overthrow in 1975, while attending an
OAU summit in Kampala. Gen.
Murtala Mohammed, who toppled him,

swiftly announced

a

transition

programme, but was assassinated in
another coup on February 13, 1976,
but not before he had declared

a

19-

for

Nigeria. Obasanjo,
being his second in command, kept faith
state structure

with Murtala’s transition timetable and

returned

Nigeria to democracy on
October 1, 1979 under an executive

presidential system. But having tested
power, the military were not in a hurry
to

leave,

even as

senior ‘khakimen’

admit that

military intervention in the
country’s politics is an aberration.
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marked by constant
changes ended in a fiasco, with the
poll annulment that resulted in a
serious political crisis, whose effects
still linger on in Nigeria’s chequered
political history. Millionairepolitician Moshood Abiola, a Yoruba
programme,

Moslem from the south-west, was on
the verge of a sweeping victory
before

Babangida cancelled the
a poll adjudged free and
by international observers. A

results of

fair

lame-duck interim administration
headed

by Ernest Shonakan,
by Babangida before he
“stepped aside”, was sacked on
November 17, 1997 by Gen. Sani
Abacha, the most senior military
officer in that regime. The election
debacle engendered ethnic and
nationalist eruptions mainly from
southerners who felt short-changed
in Nigeria’s power equation. The
dissatisfaction was exacerbated by
installed

Abacha

Gowon, forced into self-exile on his
ouster, is among those who consider
the first coup as a terrible
that has continued to haunt

mistake
Nigeria.

On the whole, there have been as

writer Ken Saro-wiwa, sentenced to

death and
other
in

hanged along with eight
Ogoni (Niger-Delta) activists

November

1995.

Gen.

Abdulsalami Abubakar, who took
power after Abacha’s death in
July 1998, implemented a short
transition programme, leading to
presidential elections on February 27,
which brought Obasanjo back into
power for the second time in 23 years.
Obasanjo, who retired to poultry
farming in 1979, was actually serving
a prison term for an alleged plot to
topple Abacha, and was only released
by Abubakar a few months before
joining the political bandwagon. The
army engineer has since discovered
that ruling Nigeria by military fiat is
not the same as passing bills through
a hostile National Assembly or
parliament as an elected civilian
president. Obasanjo not only shoulders
the unenviable responsibility of saving
Nigeria from disintegration, by
reconciling his restive and intolerant
ethnic and religious compatriots.
over

Abacha’s iron-fist rule until his
10 failed and successful
sudden death on June 8, 1998. His
military coups in Nigeria, with the
military ruling for almost 30 of
the country’s 40 years as an
From a powerful oil-rich nation but he also has the daunting task
independent nation. The Second
Republic ushered in by Gen. that played key voles in the major player in regional,
Obasanjo’s regime, that saw
independence of several African continental and international
president Shehu Shagari in
many as

power,

“"FSnow.theinN-oducionof

states, notably Zimbabwe, and
sustained support for the anti- the controversial Islamic sharia

lasted for less than four

years before it was sacked by
another coup on New Year’s
eve

of 1984. The

apartheid struggle^ Nigeria became
a pariah state under Abacha.

subsequent

Gen. Mohammadu Buhari/
Tunde

Idiagbon regime was
toppled after 20 months in
office in August 1985, to pave

law, which has provoked violent
clashes between adherents of the
faith and non-Moslems in

some

of the northern states, remains the

rule

for the

only infamous for its
repression but also for the notorious

Ibrahim

international isolation and sanctions

way

eight-year reign of Gen.
Babangida, who took
Nigerians and the international
community on a political rollercoaster journey. By the time he was
forced out of office in August 1993,
by the political crisis unleashed by
his annulment of the June 1993

presidential elections, the cracks of
disunity had widened in a nation
haunted by ethnic and religious
nightmares with the south accusing
the north of unduly hanging onto
power. The Niger-Delta, where the
bulk of the nation’s oil-wealth is

produced, has suffered so much
neglect that its restive youths are up
in
arms
against the federal
government and the foreign oil
companies working in the area.
Babangida’s political transition
SAPEM OCTOBER / NOVEMBER 2000

was not

greatest challenge facing the 16month old Fourth Republic ■

it earned for

Nigeria. From a
powerful oil-rich nation that played
key roles in the independence of
several African states, notably
Zimbabwe, and sustained support for
the anti-apartheid struggle, Nigeria
became a pariah state under Abacha.
Official corruption and human rights
violation

assumed

grotesque

dimensions under his rule. Abacha
and

his

repressive machinery

ensured that Abiola remained in

prison on a prolonged trial for
declaring himself president in 1994.
Human rights activists who fell
under Abacha’s dictatorial regime
include Abiola’s wife, Kudirat, slain
while driving on a Lagos street in

1996, and environmentalist and

Obasanjo
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Zimbabwe

The role of women in
traditional music
Joyce Jenje-Makwenda
A

t the dawn of the 20th

about the role and

Century, confusion reigned
place of African culture.

A.Women musicians became the main casualties of this
confusion, as in the name of ‘tradition’, they found their role
reduced to that of adulating and dancing. Women were

largely
playing instruments, which ‘tradition’ had
ruled as being the preserve of male musicians. In Zimbabwe,
for example, traditional instruments such as the mbira were
surrounded by such myths which made them untouchable by
excluded from

women.

Christianity, which in the guise of ‘civilisation’
accompanied colonialism, also played a significant role in
this process of marginalisation of women musicians.
“We were told not to get anywhere near people who played
mbira, as these were considered dirty,’’ says Zimbabwean
musician Stella Chiweshe, who grew up in an area dominated
by the Roman Catholic Church, and where mbira players
were

banned.

The instrument is

an intrinsic part of Zimbabwe’s culture,
playing is equated with one’s being closer to his/her
ancestral spirits, as testified by one of Chiweshe’s recollection
of an episode during the colonial era. “A policeman who was
sent to arrest us when we were playing mbira in the city could
not carry out his duties as he himself became possessed, tore
his tunic and started dancing.” She says.
Another legendary of Zimbabwe’s musical fraternity, the

and its

late Dumisani Maraire, once said: “What the missionaries
did not understand was that mbira was used as a catalyst to

bring black people closer to the creator”.
Maraire, who dedicated a great deal of his time studying
the mythology surrounding the mbira, said that the playing
of the instrument took black people to their ancestors, who
would then take them to God. “It is this misunderstanding
which made people think that the mbira instrument is for ritual
purposes. Yet it can be used for any other occasions, just like
the piano; you see it in church and you see it in a night club,”
he wrote.
The first

woman to

record mbira music

was

Beaulah

Dyoko, in the early 1960s. It all started with a dream. “I
dreamt that I was playing the mbira, and I asked my mother
to buy me one,” she said.
The day the mother brought the mbira, Dyoko dreamt that
she was playing a song called Bhuka Tiende. “I told my
mother about this, and she asked me to play the song. I played
it so well, it was as if I had been playing the mbira for a long
time”.
Before her dreams, Dyoko had been very ill for a year,
and was taken to an African traditional doctor who told the

18

Chiweshe in concert: dismantling the mbira myth
family that there was an ancestor who wanted to possess her.
Apparently, the ancestor had been a mbira player, and wanted
Dyoko to play the instrument.
In his research, Maraire disputed the fact that women were
not supposed to play the mbira, as he himself had learned the
trade from his great grandmother.
Dreams play an important part in the lives of women
traditional instrumentalists. Chiweshe remembers of a dream
she had when she was eight. “I was invited to perform in
Amsterdarm in 1987, and to my surprise, I was putting on the
same

cloth that I had dreamt

putting

on

when I

was

eight

years old. In that dream I could also visualise the same place
that I played in Amsterdam. I have kept this cloth to this day,”

she says.

Dyoko only resumed playing the mbira in the 1980s, after
independence, as before the instrument did not
receive enough support from the media, which still associated
Zimbabwe’s
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it

with

superstition

and

backwardness.
'v-

During the independence war, the
instrument had become

a

moral and

spiritual booster to the liberation
fighters. As such, public concerts
were
banned by the colonial
authorities.
The

popularisation that was given

to the mbira and other traditional

instruments by Chiweshe and Dyoko
encouraged other younger women to
get into the scene.
Another Zimbabwean woman,
Taruwona Mushore, started her music
career as a

jazz/blues singer. Now she

has mbira instrumentalists who back
up

her concerts.
Taruwona calls her music “mbira

blues”. Some hard core traditionalists
who

play the mbira feel that

Taruwona

has

distorted

the

Mbira Dzenharira is

a

instrument’s rhythm. However, she insists that just like any
other instrument, it has to be complemented by other tunes.
“You can see what they do with the piano; one can sing jazz,

blues,

classical,” she defends her point.
It was not easy for Taruwona to win her struggle in the
or

face of mounting conservative

criticism. Her own uncle, who
tried it out first with her, thought the idea was just out of this
world. Another experiment also failed, until she approached
a local mbira group known as the Mujuru Boys. Their first
song became an instant hit. It was about the problems faced
by ‘street kids’. “I did not have the slightest idea of what
people wanted, but because I was tired of playing other
people’s songs I wanted to sing
my own songs, which identify

modern cultural group

where

play a leading role

women

grew up in a family which played mbira, an instrument she
learned to play from her father when she was eight. The father
himself learned from Irene’s mother,
it.

although today he denies

Societal

prejudices turned Irene’s learning process into a
nightmare. “Relatives would tell me that I would never get
married because I had ventured into
But she

was so

a

determined that she

man’s world,” she says.
looked back. She

never

teaches young children in schools how to play the mbira
and other traditional instruments. Some of the children she
now

taught, have graduated into the Police band, and essentially
they see the instrument as something that needs to be dynamic.

with me,” she says.
Another female mbira star is

Chiwoniso Maraire, who started

playing at the age of four, while
in

Seattle, USA, where she

was

born in 1976 to mbira

playing
parents who had gone to study.
While studying there, the parents
also taught mbira lessons.
“I

was

born

into

an

environment where parents were

teaching in the house, where there
was music playing all the time.
So it came naturally,” says
Chiwoniso.
She

sings English lyrics
backed up by
as my mixing
English and Shona is concerned,
it really has to do with how and
where I grew up. My background
has been very dual, it has been
now

and church songs
the mbira. “As far

two

different countries,” she says. Dyoko (second right): she was the first Zimbabwean female musician to record mbira

Like her, Irene

Chigamba music
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Sydney Olympics

Africa at its best
Lindiwe Mhunduru

Africa managed to maintain its place ofpride at the Sydney Olympics despite
being the poorest of all continents at the new millennium games.

Olympic champions Cameroon show off their Sydney gold medals

ompetition at this elite level is
and the winning of
mostly reserved for
the rich nations, where money buys
the best facilities, pays for the best
coaches, and gives athletes access to
the world’s top sports scientists.

C

very stiff
medals is

Yet Africa for the second time

running managed to secure one of the
most sought after medals at the
Olympics, the soccer gold while the
Kenyan and Ethiopian male athletes
continued their domination of long
distance races.
in

20

Forty-six African nations took part
the Olympics with only eight

managing to secure a total of 35 medals,
than those garnered at the 1996
Atlanta Olympics.
The total might look like a pittance
against the 97 hauled by the United
one more

States of America, but because of the

economic

disparities Third World
equal
footing against the rest of the world no
matter how much raw talent they possess.
As the Sydney Olympics unfolded, it
was a story of courage and sheer
determination to succeed against all odds
that set African athletes apart from the
countries cannot compete on an

a silver medal in the
women’s 100 metres hurdles while in

mourning for her fiancé, Hyginus Anugo,
by a car in Sydney
where he had accompanied her.
Aloize, who mourned for four days
in her room at the Olympic village and
later agonised on whether she should
compete, was at one point force-fed by
who was struck down

her coach after she had become

so

frail

due to loss of appetite.

three medals that

Hers was one of
Nigeria won at the

Olympics.
None of the African nations

managed

find its way into the top twenty on the
medals table. Ethiopia was the highest

to

rest.

It

Glory Aloize win

was

that

ability that

saw

Nigerian
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Morocco’s greatest modern son who
went to the Games as the absolute ruler

Denmark, Said Aissa Djabir ensured that

Kenya followed with a medal haul of
seven: two gold, three silver and two

of the 1500m, when he edged past
on the home straight to beat

Nils Schumann of

bronze.

unbeatable.

placed

on

medals,

number 27 with four gold
silver and three bronze.

one

him
the

El

below on position 35 was
Algeria with five medals consisting of
gold and silver apiece with the rest in

Guerrouj, never beaten in three
years, burst into tears after the race as he
failed to come to grips with the fate that

bronze.

had befallen him. Another

Five places

Kenyan,

Cameroon’s achievement,
which set Africa alight. Their defeat of

Bernard

Spain, the 1992 gold medallist (5-3 on
penalties) kept the Olympic title in Africa
after Nigeria’s triumph four years ago.
The achievement gave a ring of truth
to statements by Brazilian football great,

(Ethiopia), Ali Saidi-Sief (Algeria) and
Brahim Lahlafi (Morocco) won the gold,
silver and bronze medals respectively,

But it

was

Pele, that Africa

was set to

world football and
across

dominate

brought tears of joy
victory

Africa as fans celebrated

of the most cherished sports on
the continent.
in

one

ahead of three other Africans.

Kenya was the dominant force in the
3000m steeplechase, as Reuben Kosgei
and Wilson Boit Kipketer won the gold
and

But it
won

was on

most

the track that Africa

silver, with Morocco’s Ali Ezzine

denying another Kenyan, Bernard
Bamasai, to make it a clean sweep.
While the African
unbeatable in the
women

were

men proved
long distances the

not

so

dominant

as

Ethiopian Gete Wami’s bronze was the
only medal to fall Africa’s way in the 5
000m

as was

Nouria Merah-Benida’s

gold in the 1 500m.

of its medals with

Ethiopia, Kenya and Morocco
sweeping all on offer in the men’s
races. The men in
addition to the three they got in the

long distance
1500

m

marathon

South Africa’s Herbert Llewellyn bronze
Africa

a

medal in the shorter distances.
At the 1996

won

were dropped.
The three were, according

Olympics Fredericks
the two distances. In

Ugandan Davis Kamoga won a
bronze in the 400m while Nigeria’s Mary
Onyali and Falilat Ogunkoya won bronze
in the 200m and 400m respectively.
Sadly, there were no repeat performances
by the Africans in the sprints.
Away from the medal podiums
Senegal was being outclassed in
women’s basketball, losing all their
preliminary matches by an average
30 to 40 points, with the exception
of their game against New Zealand
which they lost 72-69.
Senegal had only trained for a
month before the Games and the

had infinitesimal

resources

at their

disposal compared to the African
champions who were at an Olympics
for the first time.

Sydney’s unprecedented decision
pay for the airfares of all athletes
Victory: Cameroon’s Etame Mayer celebrates the and
officials, and IOC’s rule to allow

fitness worries, but

others felt the decision stemmed from the

runners’ criticism of the federation.

Twenty-two year old Gezahgne Abera
of Ethiopia beat Kenya’s Eric Wainaina
and countryman Tesfaye Tofa into second
and third place in the marathon.
remarkable achievement,

Ethiopia’s Haile Gebrselassie, who has
African

championships in 1993, denied his longtime-rival Paul Tergat of Kenya gold
despite a foot problem, which required
the use of a pair of specially-designed,
highly-cushioned racing shoes.
Gebrselassie’s countryman Assefa
Mezgebu won the bronze medal.
Kenya’s Noah Ngeny shocked the
world and Hicham El Guerrouj,
SAPEM OCTOBER / NOVEMBER 2000

pool, Australia,

Brazil, Canada, France and Slovakia

to

to the winning penalty against Spain
Kenyan Athletics Federation, left out

not lost a 10 000m race since the

over

addition

to Africa in the

Kosgei

a

silver

teams in their

Tanui, Elijah Lagat and Jasphet

In

well.

having pulled out of the 100m and 200m
events due to an injury, there was a
danger of Africa walking away without

fielded second choices after Moses

over

as

With Namibia’s Frankie Fredericks

despite Kenya having

of the team

spread its tentacles to the shorter

distances

long distances that

came

Germany upstaged
Kipketer for

Aloize’s feat in the 100m hurdles and

Such was the dominance of these
all the medals

as

gold.
Twenty medals were won in the
middle and long distance races but

long distances.

three countries in

the 800m medals list

three-times world champion

event won a total of 12

medals in the

was on

in the men’s 400m hurdles ensured that

In the 5000m, Million Wolde

The

victory was the more sweeter as
very few anticipated a gold from
Cameroon, the reigning African Nations
Champions, who right up to the quarterfinals were overshadowed by defending
champions Nigeria.

Lagat, was third.

Africa

countries without any qualifying
athletes to send two swimmers and

Wami had earlier

picked up a silver
was won by
her kinswoman Derartu Tulu. Kenyan
Tegla Lorupe who was expected to pick
a medal ended a disappointing fifth.
Lorupe, the world marathon record
holder was again not at her best in the
in the 10 000m

race

which

marathon when she finished 13* in the

by Takashi Naoko of Japan,
Joyce Chepchumba (Kenya) saved

race won

but

Africa

some

blushes with

a

third finish

with countrywoman Esther Wanjiru close
on

her heels.

Mozambique’s Maria Mutola finally
her country’s first Olympic gold in

two track
saw

competitors of any standard
produce one of the most

Africa

hilarious moments of the Games.
Eric Moussambani of
Guinea

swam one

heats in the

history of the Games. The
22-year-old hapless but heroic swimmer
reminded many why freestyle is better
known

as

the crawl.

Moussambani

was reported to have
surprised even his own mother, who
thought he had gone to the Olympics to
play basketball.

But it is the achievements of

won

Cameroon on the football

the 800m to add to her Atlanta bronze

of numerous other Africans

over

the

same

distance.

With Wilson

Kipketer having
forsaken his country of birth, Kenya for

Equatorial

of the slowest 100m

pitch and those
on

that will remain etched on many

the track

people’s
history

minds and indeed in the Games

books ■
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these

core

incentives

government went the extra mile of

instance, the reduction of corporate
tax from 35 to 15 or 20

have

percent would

positive impaet

a

sentiments and would

investor
ultimately

on

influence investment deeisions.

However, such

a move

result in reduction of

would also

revenue

due to

the government. Unless that reduetion
in revenue was matched by an equal

reduetion in
would be
a

an

expenditure, the result

increase in budget deficits,

situation that could fuel inflation and
is

for

that

reason

that

governments sought to experiment
with market oriented

development
policies by radically reducing or
eliminating all duties and taxes from
companies operating in EPZs. This
gave governments the opportunity to
see what a 0-duty and 0-tax
policy
combined with liberal foreign
exchange management policies would
do to the EPZ economy. The idea
would be to replicate such policies in
the rest of the economy if they
were

successful in EPZs.

Typically, a number of
eountries offer investors in EPZ
such

incentives

as

100 percent

foreign
ownership,
full
exemption from customs duties,
tax

relief,

of

success.

Because of the need to

private zone developers, it has
important to provide zone
developers with the same incentives
that are provided to export companies
attract

unrestricted

c) Beneficiated exports earn

more

money in foreign currency than raw
material exports, whose prices have
over the years continued to fall
when the prices of manufactured

goods have continued to rise to the
great disadvantage of many
developing countries;

become

in EPZs.
Another

typical

legislative
allowing
flexibility in choosing locations by
investors. While the industrial park
type EPZ has the advantage of higher
quality fully services infrastrueture, the
single factory export-processing zone
allows for flexibility in two ways.
Firstly, when projects are driven
more by proximity to resourees rather
than by availability of infrastructure,
investors ean enjoy the benefit of the
packages of incentives while locating
innovation is the idea of

high interest rates.
It

allowing the private sector to develop
and operate EPZs industrial facilities.
Such zones soon eaught up with the
publiely owned and publiely developed
zones and established a higher degree

primary production;

d) An agro-industrial projeet tends to
import very little sinee their raw
materials are loeally available.
While exporting at least 90 percent
of their production in the case of
Zimbabwe. At the level of the firm,
the balanee of payments of the

industry is very positive. More at
such projects are likely to improve
the balance of payments at a
national level; and

e) The processing of such products
also results in the transfer of high
levels of technology or better still
in the development of such

technologies at home.
Innovations

frameworks

Firstlyy when projects
driven

more

in

also

legislative
ineluded

ore permission to EPZ companies to sell

by proximity to rule
^ the domestic
market. As a general
programmes allow EPZ
zone

rather than

by companies to sell 10-20 percent of
availability of infrastructure, ruch'^sIiL^'orm^nrattrarhigh
investors can enjoy the benefit duty to levei competition with
resources

repatriation of capital dividends
and profits, freedom from
oj the packages oj incentives territory but do not enjoy similar
exchange controls, simplified while locating their factories packages of incentives as under the
^
bureaucracy, permission to
1
EPZ programme.
close to their resource base.
if these and other constraints are
utilise expatriate managers and
removed,
the
proeess
of
exemption from import restrictions and their factories close to their resource
implementing
EPZs
will
be
speeded
price controls.
base. A typical example is the agroup. It is, however, important to
These were considered enough
based activities which, because of fear
realise that any packages of
incentives in the 1970s and 1980s,
of losing moisture in their raw
incentives can never be viewed as a
when import substitution strategies
materials, tend to want to be close to
substitute for more important things
were the order of the day. However,
the farms. Secondly, following from
such as the quality and extensiveness
the first, the combination of resources
the 1990s saw most of these being
of a country’s infrastructure,
and
ineentives
leads
to
the
removed at the level of the economy
efficiency of the bureaucraey, the
establishment of an investment in an
as a result of the wholesale move from
stability and predictability of the
area whieh would otherwise not have
import substitution to export oriented
maero-eeonomic environment which
attracted investment eontributing
strategies of economic development. towards the
constitute the fundamentals of such
objective of economic
The rapid economic liberalisation in a
a framework.
The incentives,
decentralisation.
bid to attract foreign investment and
The use of incentives to encourage
including EPZs, are but icing on the
generate local investment resulted in
cake ■
the exploitation of locally available raw
,

.

a

dramatic increase in the number of

possible recipients of such investment.
Investors beeame more demanding and
started asking for such facilities as
financing grants, cash grants, world
class telecommunications, efficient
and

expeditious project approval

systems.
22

materials ensures that the economy
embarks on value addition of its natural
resourees. Sueh a linkage carries with
it the following benefits;

a) Industrialisation;

b) Creation of higher skilled jobs/high
ineome/ compared to those in

Walter Chidhakwa is

general manager of
Export Processing Zones
Authority. This article is an edited version
of a paper presented at the Annual
Colloquium of the Southern African
Regional Institute of Policy Studies
(SARIPS) in September 2000.
the Zimbabwe
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Poverty has become endemic in Southern Africa, rooted in an
inflexible economic structure which has evolved overtime since the
onset of colonialism.
nitially, colonial economic activity
I was concentrated in the mining
.M^nd agricultural enterprises of
South Africa.

Soon, however, the
expansion of mining
capital led to the colonization of other
countries. The development of large
scale mining in countries such as Congonorthward
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are

in economic crisis,

symbolized by high or rising
unemployment and inflation, weak
export performance, high domestic and
foreign debt burdens, weak or declining
currency values, reduced access to social
services facilities and

rising poverty

levels! The debt burden is

now

both

a

Kinshasa, South Africa and Zambia

symptom and cause of the crisis in most

created

a growing demand for an African
workforce. On the other hand, the rapid

SADC states.

expansion of estate agriculture in nearly
all countries, but especially in Angola,

Income

Mozambique, Namibia, South Africa
was accompanied by a

and Zimbabwe

massive land alienation. However, land
was more intense in settler

alienation

dominated countries of Namibia, South

Africa, and Zimbabwe. In Angola and

Mozambique, Portuguese settlers owned
agricultural estates which mainly
produced coffee, sugar and cashew nuts
for export.

Today, an outstanding feature of most
S ADC states is a high degree of poverty
which is

superimposed by an accentuated
in resource and income

level of inequality

distribution. The inherited economic
structure is too rigid to provide a basis
for sustained economic

growth and
development. Except, perhaps, for South
Africa, all countries in the region depend
for their exports on few primary and
semi-processed commodities. As a
result, most of them are heavily indebted
to the developed world.
Nearly all
SAPEM OCTOBER / NOVEMBER 2000

countries

Poverty
Poverty levels have risen during the
recent past mainly as a result of the
negative impact of economic reform
programmes. Furthermore whereas in
many countries poverty was essentially
a rural phenomenon, it has now become

pronounced and concentrated in
areas. This is partly as a result of
the elimination of the subsidies and price
controls, programmes which were mainly
enjoyed by the urban populace. In the
more

urban

health

and

education

arena,

the

introduction of cost

sharing measures, as
part of the adjustment effort has
drastically reduced the access of the
majority of the poor to these services.
In most SADC countries, factors
associated with income poverty
the following:
Size of the household.

include
Large

households

(of more than 6 members)
tend to be poorer than small
household of (4 persons);
Educational level of the head of the

23

household.

due to the fall in export

Evidence suggests

that
by people with
tertiary education or more tend to
have higher incomes than those
headed by people with less education
(e.g. primary education);
households headed

•

midst of

Gender of the household head. There

is

higher incidence of poverty
among female-headed households
(FHH) than among male-headed
ones. This is mainly due to the fact
a

that

women

tend to have less

to assets or resources

access

than men;

Type of occupation. Rural

or

agricultural households (including

negative

resources
•

prices during

From Table I above, it can be seen that
income is more unequally distributed in

burden in the
erratic foreign

settler dominated countries than in others.

the 1980s and 1990s;
the rising foreign debt
or

inflows;

erratic performance of the agricultural
due to periodic droughts; and
negative impact of adjustment

sector
•

the

programmes.
From Fig II below we notice that most
countries have not experienced

significant economic growth since the
Botswana,
has some
measure of growth been sustained. The
growth performance of Mozambique,
late 1980s. Indeed, only in
Mauritius and Seychelles

farm labourers) tend to earn less
income than their urban counterparts.

Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe has

Thus the

been erratic

with less access;

during the period. This poor
performance has occurred against the
backdrop of a growing population. As
a result, in most countries, real per capita
income has declined. Zambia provides
a good example of economic collapse.
In 1975, Zambia’s per capita income was
about US$500. By 1998, it had fallen

Distance from

to

head is

occupation of the household
an important indicator of

poverty;
Access

to

productive assets.
“good access” to

Households with

productive resources or assets are
more likely to be richer than those

major services. A

household that is located far away
from major services such as health,

education, transport or marketing
facilities tends to be poorer

than the

living near these facilities; and
Age of the head of the household. A
household headed by someone who
is either too young (under 20) or too
old (above 60) and who does not have
one

a

permanent source of income, or

US$330.
In the

majority of SADC countries,

GDP has remained stagnant or declined
since the 1990s. Economic decline was

pronounced in Malalwi,
Mozambique and Zambia. In recent
years,
Zimbabwe’s
economic
performance, has declined, as indicated
by falling real GDP and per capita
income and rising unemployment and

Inequality

closely associated
is the extent or degree of
income inequality in any society. Table
I indicates the extent of income inequality
in SADC.

coefficients

Countries whose GINI
are

considered to have

0.5 and above

Table I: GINI COEFFIENTS

The most

important cause of rising
poverty levels is the economic crisis that
the region has experienced since the mid
1980s or early 1990s. In many SADC
countries, economic growth rose during
the early 1970s, stagnated during the late
1970s and the early 1980s and declined
during the late 1980s and early 1990s.
The major factors which have
impacted negatively on economic
performance include the following;
•

24

are

high levels of income

inequality.

earning income.

The Economic Crisis

Zimbabwe, with a GINI coefficient of
0.63 also exhibits the

impact of the
legacy. Although the post
independence government tried to redress
the
situation
by implementing
redistributive policies, the income gap
remains high and like in the case of
Namibia, largely follows the racial divide.
Malawi’s high income inequality is due,
mainly, to the impact of large estates
owned either by the settler community or
by the emerging black agrarian class.
Resource and asset ownership is also
highly concentrated, thus contributing to
high income inequality.
colonial

South Africa, with a GINI coefficient
of 0.59, has the fourth

South Africa would involve

with poverty

for

societies within SADC and the world.

redistribute the land in favour of the black

headed

land and opportunities

indicated

Income

Another factor that is

or no access to

highly skewed
by a high GINI of 0.70.
Income inequality is wide along class and
racial lines and reflects the impact of the
colonial legacy. Presently, Namibia is
considered to be one of the most unequal
as

inflation.

resources is likely to be
very poor. In many rural areas, the
most vulnerable household is one

households also tend to have limited

distribution in Namibia is

highest income
inequality in SADC. Due to policies of
the apartheid regime, which included the
most comprehensive land alienation
programme, inequality remains wide
along racial lines. An important step in
the reduction of income inequality in

more

productive

by a female who is either too
young or too old, who has no or little
access to productive assets, with a
low level of education and leading a
large household. In urban areas, poor

Namibia has an annual per capita income
of US$2 000, which is above the SADC
of US$1892.
However, income

(1998)

Country

GINI

Angola

0.5

Botswana

0.54

Congo-Kinshasa

NA

measures to

majority. With a GINI coefficient of 0.56
Zambia has the fifth highest income
distribution

inequality in SADC. Like

inherited a high
degree of income inequality at
independence. However, the new
government sought to redress inherited
inequality through implementation of
redistributive policies. As a result, by the
mid 1970s, income inequality had
other countries, Zambia

declined from 0.67 to 0.51

(ILO/JASPA,
1980). However, since the late 1980s,

Mauritius

0.52

Mozambique

NA

Namibia

0.7

Seychelles

0.46

South Africa

0.59

income inequality has increased, being
provoked by the impact of reform
programmes which have further eroded
the incomes of the large sections of the
society. High inflation and unemployment
have reduced the real earnings of the
urban workforce while the privatisation
programme has led to more concentration
of resource and asset ownership. Other
countries with high income inequality are

Swaziland

0.51

Lesotho

1979);

Tanzania

0.38

Mauritius (0.52), Swaziland (0.51) and

the deterioration in balance of

Zambia

0.56

Angola (0.5). The high income inequality

payments positions of most countries

Zimbabwe

0.63

in Botswana, Lesotho and Swaziland

the oil shocks of the 1970s

(1973 and

Lesotho

0.57

Malawi

0.62

(0.57), Botswana (0.54),
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Table II
Table/: Human

Poverty Index for SADC, 1998
Human

People

Adult

poverty

not

illiteracy

index

expected

rate %

(HPI-1)
Value %

POfxialion
without

Popiialion
without

Under

weight
children
under
five

access

access

to survive

to safe

to

total

water

health

Age 40
(as % of

%

services
%

years
%

total

population
1998

1998

1998

1990-98

1981-93

1990-98

PI

P2

P31

P32

P33

P3

Country

Rank

Angola

1

54.7

37.7

58

69

76

42

62.3

Botswana

8

28.3

37.1

24.4

10

14

17

13.7

31.7

41.1

32

?

DRC
Lesotho

10

23.3

26

17.6

38

20

16

24.7

Malawi

3

41.9

47.5

41.8

53

20

30

34.3

Mauritius

12

11.5

4.8

16.2

2

1

16

6.3

Mozambique

2

50.7

41.9

57.7

54

70

26

50.0

Namibia

7

28.6

33.5

19.2

17

45

26

29.3

1

1£

Seychelles
South Africa

11

20.2

25.9

15.4

13

25

9

15.7

Swaziland

9

27.3

20.2

21.7

50

45

10

35.0

Tanzania

6

29.2

35.4

26.4

34

7

27

22.7

Zambia

4

37.8

46.2

23.7

62

25

24

37.0

Zimbabwe

5

30.0

41

12.8

21

29

15

21.7

31.5

35.3

29.0

35.4

31.3

21.7

29.4

SADC

Source: UNDP, Human Development Report,
Note Namibia’s P32 has been updated

largely reflects the absence (or poor
implementation) of redistributive
policies in those countries. Botswana,
although with a per capita income of
US$3 000, has 47 percent of the
population whose income is below the
poverty datum line (Vision 2016:14).
On the other hand, the situation in
Mauritius largely reflects the complexity
of the racial mix in the country.
Income inequality tends to be

Human

2000 and SARIPS/SAPES databank

Poverty

Table II below indicates the incidence

of poverty

in SADC, using the Human

Poverty Index (HPI). The HPI uses the
same

tools

as

does

the

Development Index (HDI) but measures
the backlogs of deprivation. The extent
of human poverty is then estimated by
three key deprivations, which are:

low in
Survival

deprivation.

(0.38). Seychelles has since the 1980s

calculated

as a

experienced a high growth rate largely
due to large resource inflows emanating
from tourism and fishing. Tanzania’s
egalitarian policies helped to reduce the
income gap during the 1960s and 1970s.

not

the

Human

Seychelles (0.46) and Tanzania

However, some anecdotal evidence
suggests that income inequality may be
the rise due to the

This is

percentage of people

expected to live beyond 40 years;
Knowledge deprivation, which is the
adult rate of illiteracy; and
Deprivation
in
economic
provisioning, which is measured as
a percentage of the population
without access to health services and

safe water as well

the percentage

negative impact of
the economic reforms being implemented

of under five children who

in the country.

underweight.

on

SAPEM OCTOBER / NOVEMBER 2000

as

are

By 1998,31.5 percent of the population
of SADC lived in poverty. Angola had
the highest level of human poverty (54.7
percent), followed by Mozambique (50.7
percent), Malawi (41.9 percent) and
Zambia (37.8 percent). Human poverty
in Angola was caused by inadequate
access

to health

and

a

had

no access

facilities and safe water

high rate of adult illiteracy. In
1998,76 percent of Angola’s population
to health

services; 69
percent had no access to safe water; and
58 percent of the adult population was
illiterate.

The result

was

that 37.7

percent of the population were not
expected to live beyond the age of 40.

Mozambique’s high level of human
poverty was also due to a high percentage
of the population without access to health
services (70 percent); a high rate of adult

illiteracy (57.7 percent) and a large
percentage of the population without
access to safe water (54 percent). As a
25

The Economist
result 41.9 percent
were

not

of the population
expected to live beyond the age

of 40 years.
The high

level of human poverty in

Malawi is associated with inadequate
access to safe water, a low life
expectancy
and a high rate of adult illiteracy. In

Zambia, the percentage of the population
without access to safe water is rather high

(62 percent).

With

human poverty
index of 30 percent, Zimbabwe is the
fifth poorest in the region. The main
cause of human
poverty in Zimbabwe is
a

the

high percentage of people not
expected to live beyond the age of 40

Botswana and Namibia have attained

high levels of per capita income and yet
have high levels of human poverty. This
suggests that high economic performance
is not necessarily accompanied by
poverty reduction. Poverty exists in
countries experiencing rapid economic
expansion. What is required is for
Botswana and Namibia to formulate and

implement

years.

Countries with low levels of human

poverty include Lesotho, Mauritius,
South Africa, and Swaziland. These
countries have

fairly distributed income in the region,
with a GINI coefficient of only 0.38.
This suggests that the extent of
deprivation is not as high as in those
countries with a high degree of income
inequality.

relatively low level of

deprivation. On the other hand, countries
in the intermediate position in terms of
human poverty are Botswana, Namibia
and Tanzania. Tanzania has the most

poverty

reduction

programmes whose initial thrust should
be the entitlement of their people to

economic

provisioning, enhancement of
knowledge and raising of the life
expectancy.
The

performance of South Africa,
though relatively impressive, could be
further enhanced by the increase of the

Transparency
International 2000

Corruption Index
Transparency International, stating that corruption
remains widespread in a large number of countries, issued
its 2000 Corruption Perception Index (CPI) on
September 13, placing Nigeria as the world’s most
corrupt country, and Finland the cleanest.
"Corruption takes many forms and is a universal cancer,"
said Peter Eigen, chairman of Transparency International (TI),
the world's leading anti-corruption organization. He stressed
that; "Our new index again shows that corruption is widely
seen to be very high in many countries.”
TI, founded in 1993, now has national chapters in more
than 70 countries. The

CPI, which TI first launched in 1995,

ranks countries in terms of the

degree to which corruption is
perceived to exist among public officials and politicians. The
2000 CPI covering 90 countries, is a composite index, drawing
on 16 surveys from eight
independent institutions. The surveys
embrace the perceptions of business people, the general public
and country analysts. The surveys were undertaken over the
last three years and no country is included in the CPI unless
there

are results from a minimum of three surveys.
"The CPI 2000 should remind everyone that

against corruption dare not be relaxed,”

says

the fight
Eigen.

However, the conditions which could promote more
transparent practices are themselves changing. Eigen noted
that countries responsible for the bulk of world exports have

passed national laws making corporate bribe-paying to foreign
26

life expectancy and sustained reduction
in the percentage of the population
without access to economic provisions,

especially the provision of health
services. South Africa has

one

of the

highest rich-poor gaps in SADC, the
result of past apartheid policies. There
is need for a more vigorous attempt to
reduce this

inequality which follows the

racial line.

The Seychelles and Mauritius have
the lowest rates of human poverty in

SADC. Both countries have enjoyed
high levels of growth since the late
1970s. The economy of Mauritius, in

particular, has been transformed from
over reliance on the production and
export of sugar cane into a fairly
diversified economy anchored on light
industry. The redistributive policies
successive
implemented
by
governments have not only reduced the
income gap but have also helped to
enhance human development ■
its

public officials a criminal offence.
Numerous developed countries have also
launched initiatives against money
laundering, while awareness is growing in
export credit and development assistance
agencies, that challenging corrupt practices
is vital.

The fact that

change takes time is

poignantly illustrated by the CPI 2000,
which shows Nigeria in last position. Eigen
said; "Valiant efforts are being made by

President Olusegun Obasanjo to promote
large-scale changes in a country whose people have been
robbed by the grand corruption of their past leaders. But, the
process of change initiated by the new president is barely 12
months old and so it is not surprising that Nigeria's CPI score
is virtually unchanged."
He added: "The eyes of the world are on President
Obasanjo, a former Advisory Council chairman of TI, who
was imprisoned
by the former Nigerian government of General
Sani Abacha, because of his pro-democracy and anticorruption views”.
TI said that the public needs to be aware of the damage
wrought by corruption. It noted the Gallup International 2000
Millennium Survey, which interviewed about 57 000 people
in 60 countries, found that where corruption is at its worst,
disillusionment with democracy is at its highest. This is shown
to be particularly so in Central and Eastern
Europe. The
Gallup International survey shows that the democratic gains
of the past decade are quite literally at risk, said TI.

One side of corruption
Corruption is not just the product of public officials taking
bribes. To correct this impression and to highlight the bribegiving side of the corruption coin pursued by international
corporations and domestic businesses, TI published a Bribe
Payers Index (BPI) last year and a detailed set of survey results
on perceptions of bribe
paying in January of this year. A new
SAPEM OCTOBER / NOVEMBER 2000

The Economist

and

comprehensive

survey

into bribe paying is expected in

2001.
The CPI is based on the understanding that levels of
corruption are not sharply changed by short-term actions,
while perceptions of corruption may fluctuate significantly
based on highly visible events. TI executive director, Jeremy
Pope, explained that: "The CPI is a poll of polls conducted
over a period of three years. The new CPI is based on surveys
for the 1998-2000 period. This multi-year approach is more
accurate and realistic. The rankings fail to fully take into
account the impact of recent scandals that have damaged
perceptions of the integrity environment of a country, nor do
they tend to reflect recent efforts by governments to introduce
anti-corruption reforms in their countries."
This year's CPI covers 90 countries, compared to 99 last
year. Some countries had to be dropped because there was
insufficient 1998-2000 data. For example, some of the surveys

used in the CPI

are

based

on

international investor attitudes

and if a country

is widely seen to no longer interest investors,
then some survey sources may drop that country in their
polling. The message is clear: dropping out of the CPI for

lack of data may be bad news for countries and may indicate
reduced investor interest stimulated by enhanced perceptions
of widespread corruption

in these countries.

NOTES
2000 CPI Score -relates to

perceptions of the degree of
corruption as seen by business people, risk analysts and the
general public and ranges between 10 (highly clean) and 0
(highly corrupt).

Surveys Used - refers to the number of surveys that
assessed a country's performance. 16 surveys were used
and at least 3 surveys were required for a country to be
included in the CPI.
Standard Deviation

-

indicates differences in the values of

the greater the standard deviation, the greater
the differences of perceptions of a country among the sources.
the

sources:

High-Low Range
of the

sources.

-

provides the highest and lowest values

And, because of statistical factors it is possible,

in the top three cases in this
value exceeds 10.0 in this column.
as seen

CPI, that the highest

The 2000 Corruption Perceptions Index
Surveys Used

Standard Deviation
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8
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0,8

8.6

-

10.6

9.4
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0.8

8.1
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10.2

Sweden

9.4

9

0.7
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Canada

9.2

9

0.7

8.1 -9.9

Country Rank

Country

1.

Finland

2,

Denmark

1

New Zealand

5

2000 CPI Score

High-Low Range

Iceland

9.1

7

1.1

7.3 -9.9

Norway

9.1

8

0.7

7.6

-

9.5

Singapore

9.1

11

1.0

6.2

-

9.7

9

Netherlands

8.9

9

0.6

8.1 -9.9

10

U.K

8.7

9

0.6

7.3

-

9.7

8.6

7

0.7

7.4

-

9.3

6

11

Luxembourg
Switzerland

8.6

8

0.3

8.1 -9.1

13

Australia

8.3

10

1.0

6.7

-

9.3

14

USA

7.8

10

0.8

6.2

-

9.2

15

Austria

7.7

8

0.7

6.2

-

8.5

1.2
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Hong Kong

7.7

11

17

Germany

7.6

8

0.8

6.2

-
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18
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7.4

8

0.9

5.7

-

8.4

19

Ireland

7.2

8
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2.5
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8.5
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7.0

8

0.7

5.9

-

8.0

1.0
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France

6.7

9

22

Israel

6.6

8

1.3

4.3

-

7.9

23

6.4

11

1.3

4.3

-

7.8

6.4

9

0.9

5.3

-

8.1

25

Japan
Portugal
Belgium

6.1

9

13

4.3

-

8.8

26

Botswana

6.0

4

1.6

4.3

-

8.2

21

Estonia

5.7

4

Slovenia

5.5

6

2.5

-

7.2

13

-

U.

20.
32

4.4-8.1

Taiwan

5.5

11

Costa Rica

5.4

4

16
11
14
la

Namibia

5.4

4

0.8

4.3-6.1

Hungary

5.2

10

1.2

3.9- 8.1

Tunisia

5.2

4

1.5

3.8-7.1
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Country

Surveys Used

Standard Deviation
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5.0

1

00.9

3.8

35

Greece

4.9

8

1.7

3.7-8.1

36

Malaysia

4.8

11

0.6

3.8-5.9

37

Mauritius

4.7

5

0.8

3.9

-

Morocco

4.7

4

0.7

4.2

-

5.6

Italy

4.6

8

0.6

4.0

-

5.6
5.7

39

High-Low Range
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5.6
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5

0.8

3.8

-

41

Peru
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0.5
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0.9
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3

0.8

3.4

-

4.9

El Salvador

4.1

4
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4

0.3
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4

0.4
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-
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4.1

11

0.8
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-
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South Korea

4.0

11

0.6
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-

5.6

49
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3.9

8

0.3

3.6

-

4.5

50
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3.8

8

0.8
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51
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3.7

4

0.4

3.4

-

4.3

52

Argentina
Bulgaria

3.5

8

0.6

3.0

-

4.5

3.5

6

0.4

3.3

-

4.3

Ghana

3.5

4

0.9

2.5

-

4.7

Senegal

3.5

3

0.8

2.8-4.3

Slovak Rep.
Latvia

3.5

7

1.2

2.2

57

3.4

3

1.3

2.1 -4.4

Zambia

3.4

4

1.4

2.1 -5.1

59

Mexico

3.3

8

0.5
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60

Colombia

3.2

8

0.8

2.5

-

Ethiopia

3.2

3

0.8

2.5

-

3.9

Thailand

3.2

11

0.6

2.4

-

4.0

China

3.1

11

1.0

0.6

-

4.3

Egypt

3.1

7

0.7

2.3-4.1

Burkina Faso

3.0

3

1.0

2.5

Kazakhstan

3.0

4

1.2

2.1 -4.3

Zimbabwe

3.0

7

1.5

0.6

Romania
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4

1.0
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-

-

-
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4.5

4.4

4.9

India

2.8

11
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Philippines

2.8

11

1.0
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Bolivia

2.7

4

1.3
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Cote-d'lvoire

2.7

4

0.8

2.1 -3.6

-

4.3

Venezuela

2.7

8

0.7

2.1 -4.3

Ecuador

2.6

4

1.0

2.1 -4.3

Moldova

2.6

4

0.9

1.8-3.8

Armenia

2.5

3

0.6

2.4

Tanzania

2.5

4

0.6

2.1 -3.5

Vietnam

2.5

8

0.6

2.1 -3.8

Uzbekistan

2.4

3

0.9

2.1 -3.7

80

Uganda

2.3

4

0.6

2.1 -3.5

81

Mozambique
Kenya

2.2

3

0.2

2.4

2.1

4

0.3

2.1 -2.7

74

76

79

82

-

-

3.5

2.7

Russia

2.1

10

1.1

0.6-4.1

84

Cameroon

2.0

4

0.6

1.6-3.0

85

Angola

1.7

3

0.4
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Indonesia

1.7

11

0.8

0.5

-

3.2
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1.5

4

0.9

0.6

-

2.5

Ukraine

1.5

7

0.7

0.5

-

2.5

Yugoslavia
Nigeria

1.3

3

0.9

0.6

-

2.4

1.2

4

0.6
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CALL FOR PROPOSALS
(Africa Secretariat) announces the Gender and Economic Reforms in Africa (GERA)
Programme Phase II action research and advocacy projects which will be launched at the beginning of
2001. In preparation for this launch, we are inviting interested African women researchers and organisations
Third World Network

to

proposals (by fax

send in

or

e-mail) to the GERA Programme.

Programme is seeking proposals from African women for research and advocacy
analyse the impacts/implications and propose the required changes in the following areas;

The GERA

Trade and/or investment dimensions of

including

on

economic reforms and their impact on women and gender relations,

the gender division of labour and women’s reproductive and productive activities.

The broad international investment and trade system
EU

projects which

with its framework agreements like the WTO, the AGP-

Partnership Agreement (formerly the Lome Convention) and AGOA, as well as bilateral

treaties, and their

implications for and/or impact on women and gender relations
specific rules and agreements under the WTO and their implications for and/or impact on women
gender relations

The

The governance

The
as

and

dimension of issues related to gender, trade and investment

impacts of the international investment and trade system on regional

integration initiatives in Africa such

ECOWAS, SADC, COMESA, etc.

Alternative economic frameworks that could be

developed to address gender, trade and investment issues

ELIGIBILITY

Eligible applicants for the fund:
must

be African

leaders

must

or

(non-African and male applicants
majority);

can

be part of project teams but should not be team

be based in Africa;

must have

must

in the

women

demonstrated links with grassroots

be able to demonstrate

organisations;

experience in or commitment to work relevant to GERA.

Applications are due on 15 October 2000 and will be accepted in

English, French or Portuguese.

For further information

GERA

please contact:
Programme, Third World Network-Africa

P.O. Box 19452 Accra North
Ghana
Fax:

(233 21) 511188

-
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recently privatised. In

Maputo Port Under Private

Maputo - An agreement was signed on
September 22, transferring the
management of the port of Maputo, in
Mozambique, to a private company,
known as Society for the Development
of the Port of Maputo (SPDM).
Under the 15-year management
contract, the government of Mozambique
will retain

33 percent

shareholding
through the country’s railway authority,
CFM. The majority shareholding of 51
percent is held by a private consortium
of local, British, Portuguese and Swedish
companies.
Another 16 percent, currently held in
trust by CFM will be awarded to yet
unidentified ‘strategic partners’ either
from Mozambique or from the region.
The majority shareholders are Mersey
a

Docks and

Harbours, of Britain, with
18.3 percent; Skanska BOT AB, of
Sweden, with 16.33 percent; Portugal’s
Liscont with 14.84 percent; and A
Mozambican firm of management

consultants, with 1.53 percent.
SPDM will be responsible for the
investment in the rehabilitation of the

port, estimated at over US$40 million,
and in marketing the port to attract

higher levels of traffic. However, the
contract excludes the port’s oil and grain
terminals, which will remain 100 percent
under CFM.
Largest

commercial bank losf,s

US$124 MILLION

Maputo - Mozambique’s fledgling
banking sector is faced with serious
instability, following the announcement
that the country’s largest commercial
bank,

the

Commercial

Bank

Banco Austral is 40 percent, and the
state’s contribution to cover losses made

by the bank in 1999

estimated

When Austral

capital expenditure has been increased
by 30 billion francs to 150 billion francs,
representing a 25-percent rise compared
with fiscal year 2000. The estimates will
be presented to parliament for debate and
final approval.

“has allowed

Management

of

Mozambique (BCM) has made losses
amounting to US$124 million.
“It is total chaos,” said a local

economic

analyst. Sources say the
be even worse at the second
largest bank. Banco Austral. However,
Austral’s chief executive K. Muganthan,
has denied the allegations. Muganthan,
who represents the Malaysian investors

francs,

according to the final
communiqué issued at the end of the
council of ministers meeting in
Libreville. Similarly, government
revenue of 1 148 billion francs is higher
compared to the 1 016 billion francs
budgeted for fiscal year 2000 by 131.6
billion francs, largely due to the rise in
the price of petrol, of which Gabon is a
major producer and exporter. The council
said debt servicing would take up 48.6
percent of the budget against 67.4 percent
in 2000. Recurrent expenditure is

a statement on
October 6, BCM’s board of directors
said a post-privatisation examination

Mozambique

us

to

conclude that it is

indispensible, for the viability of the
bank, to make an urgent provision of
US$114 million”. With government’s
shareholding in the bank at 49 percent,
it means treasury will have to inject
some US$52 million to save the bank.
The

government’s shareholding in

was US$4 million.
privatised in 1997,
government took over a total of US$40
was

million in unrecoverable loans, most of
them made out to government
associates.

Nigeria
ASUU Asks Court

to

Stop World

-

The Academic Staff Union of

Universities (ASUU), has asked a Federal

High Court in Lagos, to declare as illegal,
by the World Bank and the
Fund (IMF) on

pressures

International Monetary
President Olusegun

Obasanjo to
implement their economic policies. The
economic policies allegedly being foisted
on the nation by the international
financial institutions include withdrawal
of subsidies on fuel and fertilizer,

payment of unverified external debts of
over US$30 billion, commercialization
of education, unrestricted trade

liberalization, privatization of public
enterprises and pruning down of the
nation’s workforce among

others.
Specifically, ASUU is contending that
since Nigeria is a sovereign nation, the
alleged interference of the World Bank
and IMF in the management
of its economy is not only

and control
illegal and
unconstitutional, but it is also alien to
the provisions of Article 20 of the African

CDC

TO

The crisis

at

BCM has been known

Capital Partners,
acquired two
processing factories in southwest
Tanzania, plans to inject 2.5 million US
dollars to develop the crop and increase
production by about 500 percent. The
CDC investment in over 3(X) villages in
Rugwe District, southwest Tanzania
which is one of the famous tea producing
areas in the country, is expected to
increase the yield from the present 200
kilograms per hectare to around 1 000
kilograms. The target is to be achieved
within three years. As part of the
government’s divestiture program, CDC
and a group of smallholder tea growers,
on September 22, bought
tea-processing
factories in Rungwe District. The
Wakulima Tea Company now owns the
factories formerly under Tanzania Tea
Authority (TTA), and CDC’s Tanganyika
Wattle Company (TWCL) has a 75percent stake in the company.

Charter.

Rwanda

Gabon
Government Budgets Over 1,225
Billion CFA Francs for 2001
Libreville

-

The Gabonese government

will

spend 1 225.1 billion CFA francs in
fiscal year 2001, down from the 1 761
billion francs budgeted for 2000 [760
CFA francs

central bank, did not move
to take corrective measures.

drop in expenditure has been attributed
to the fall in the country’s debt servicing

Both BCM and Banco Austral

30

were

Rwanda Expects

to

Earn

US$4

Million From VAT

for the past eight months, but
the Bank of Mozambique, the

it appears
country’s
fast enough

Increase Tea Production By
500%

Dar-es-Salaam - CDC
which last month

situation may

in the bank, admitted that the bank had
made a US$10 million loss in 1999, but
said it was no cause for alarm.

455 billion francs while

Tanzania

Bank, IMF Pressure On Obasanjo

Lagos

at

=

lUSD]. The 30.4 percent

obligation to the tune of 535.8 million

Kigali - Rwandan finance and economic
planning minister Donald Kaberuka said
that the government expected the
country to earn about US$4 million after
the introduction of value added tax
VAT in 2001.

or

Kaberuka said that VAT

would

replace the turnover tax. He said
new tax of 15 percent rate would
be more advantageous for export
industries, which previously used to pay
that the
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many

on taxes”. “The VAT is a
taxation practice being

“taxes

modern

successfully applied in about 30 African

since it wishes to sell the villas

restored,
two

countries,” he added. Rwanda’s external
debt is US$1.2 billion and the annual
debt service is about at US$35 million.
The reduction of the

enable Rwanda to

use more

funds in the

US$2 Billion Debt Relief Package
-

Ivory Coast
Bomb

alerts stop commercial banks

in the education

Cameroon
Cameroon has

qualified to

IN

Abidjan - The headquarters of the
African Development Bank (AfDB) in
Abidjan as well as the headquarters of
three big Ivorian banks were evacuated
after bomb alerts,

tension

in

election, from which most heavyweight

by the World Bank and the International
Monetary Fund. The World Bank

candidates have been excluded. “We’ve

million of that amount would
bilateral

come

from

creditors, and commercial bank

creditors will provide US$874 million
and US$62 million, respectively.
Multilateral creditors will provide

US$324 million. The World Bank’s
International

Development Association

(IDA) and the International Bank for
Reconstruction and Development
(IBRD) would provide US$179 million
the next 12 years while the IMF will
commit US$37 million over ten years.
The debt reduction package constitutes
over

about 27 percent of the net present value
of Cameroon’s outstanding debts at the
end of June 1999.

The relief frees up
about US$100 million of Cameroon’s
annual debt servicing obligations over
the next three years, the bank explained.

people home for the morning while
a thorough search of the
building,” a senior official at the
The
development bank said,
headquarters of the country’s three
biggest banks, SGBCI, BICICI and
sent
we

make

BIAO bank,

were

evacuated. All these

Kenya should be exempted from
paying income tax to their home
government.

Ghana
Ghana Secures US$4.64 Million
Loan From African Bank
Accra

are in the same area of the
Plateau business district in central

Abidjan. A group of small political
parties and other organizations have
called a stay-at-home protest for two days
to show their dissent at a Supreme Court
ruling that has eliminated 14 out of 19
candidates. The BCEAO central bank

working normally. It closed early on
at the end of the week after a visit by
paramilitary gendarmes, apparently in
the context of corruption inquiries being
carried out by the West African country’s
military government.
was

in Ghana.

Government Blamed for Failing
TO Sign Treaty
Nairobi

More

than

200

Italian

representatives and officials of the
ministry of tourism was held recently to
discuss this issue.

in their benefits.In

tourism resorts, Club des Pins and
Moretti. A meeting between Sheraton

Sources close to the

talks say that government officials asked
Sheraton to first invest in the renovation
of the villas, attract foreign tourists, and
invest in the tourism extension zones in
return

for

a

management agreement.

Sheraton is said to have refused the offer
SAPEM OCTOBER / NOVEMBER 2000
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project will provide
rural and
community banks to raise their ability
to handle the increasing demands of
modem banking. The loan is part of a
US$22 million
project also being
financed by the World Bank and the
International Fund for Agricultural
Development. It will be repaid in 50
years with a 10-year grace period. This
brings to US$701.3 million loans
approved for Ghana by the AfDB and
the World Bank for 55 projects. Of the
total, US$549.59 million have been
disbursed.

Zimbabwe
Harare

pensioners living in Kenya are involved
in a tax dispute with the government over
a treaty failure which is eroding their
savings by up to a half. They accuse the
Kenyan authorities of failing to sign a
tax relief agreement with Italy even after
their government had fulfilled its part of
the deal. As a result, the pensioners,
most of whom live in Malindi, are being
subjected to double taxation and delays

acquire the State-owned residences and
villas based in two of the nation’s largest

Development Bank

institutional support to

all

Sources in Algeria say that the American
hotel management Sheraton hopes to

The African

Loan Freeze Sparks Regional Alert

Kenya

HIPC initiative.

Sheraton Seeks Acquisition of
Algerian Resorts

-

(AfDB) has approved a loan of US$4.64
million to support rural financial services

-

buildings

A total of US$18 billion is to be
committed to those countries under the

Algeria

on

evasion on the Italians’ incomes. Under
the agreement, Italian pensioners living

the

Heavily Indebted Poor Countries

announced in New York that US$874

convention, which

February 18, 1997”, he
said, referring to a pact signed in Nairobi
to prevent double taxation and tax

of the banks said. The alerts coincided
with

amended

witnesses and officials

(HIPC) initiative following an approval

the

of ratification of the

in

Ivory Coast

run-up to a
controversial October 22 presidential

receive US$2 billion in debt relief under

foreign affairs and international cooperation has to prepare an instrument
was

country’s debt would

social sector, particularly
and health sectors.

Yaounde

once

Talks between the
parties will continue.
sources say.

a

letter to the

permanent secretaries for finance and

foreign affairs, their lawyer James
Mouko, blamed the Kenya government
for the failure to ratify and exchange
protocol instruments as agreed upon by
the two governments. “The ministry of

a

new

-

The World Bank’s freeze

loans to Zimbabwe could

on

spark

wider economic crisis in Southern

Africa by undermining international
investor confidence in the region,

analysts warned. The World Bank put
Zimbabwe

on

non-payment status

following its failure to service loans from
the

International

Bank

for

Reconstruction

and

Development

(IBRD)

the

International

and

Development Association, both lending
arms of the World Bank. Zimbabwe joins
11 other countries Afghanistan, Bosnia
Herzegovina, Burma, the Democratic
Republic of Congo, Congo Republic,
Iraq, Liberia, Somalia, Sudan, Syria and
Yugoslavia - that have fallen behind on
loan servicing to the Bank. Analysts say
this will almost definitely lead to a
freezing of other sources of international
-

credit

to

Zimbabwe

from

both

multilateral and bi-lateral financiers.
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The Gender Dimensions of
Human Deveiopment
Joyce Malabo
The Indices

If there

gender equality, the GDI would equal the HDI.
the gender
inequality in key areas of economic and political participation
and decision-making as shown in table 1. This participation
is measured by the percentage of women in parliament, the
percentage of people who are employed as administrators
and managers and also as professionals and technical workers
was

The GEM, on the other hand, captures

Gender

inequalities can be measured by the Gender-related
Development Index (GDI), the Gender Empowerment
Measure (GEM) and the Human Poverty Index (HPI). These
composite indices were developed by the United Nations
Development Programme in an attempt to capture more
dimensions, which affect people’s well being. They were
developed as alternatives to such indicators as the Gross
National Product, which measures progress in terms of
incomes only. We have in previous issues of this magazine
given a detailed analysis of the HDI and HPI. SADC specific
GDI and GEM were introduced in the SADC Regional Human
Development Report of 1998 to reflect the region’s different
socio-economic aspects. A lower average income and a higher
adjustment factor for gender inequalities than the global have
been used in the construction of both the GDI and the GEM.

as

The GDI captures achievements in the same dimensions
the HDI but adjusts the results for gender inequality. The

HDI is

composite measure of three basic components of
development: longevity, knowledge and a decent
standard of living. Longevity is measured by life expectancy.
A combination of adult literacy and combined gross
enrollment at primary, secondary and tertiary levels, measure
knowledge. Standard of living is measured by the purchasing
power, based on real Gross Domestic Product per capita
adjusted for the local cost of living (purchasing power parity).
The HDI index, which ranges from zero to one, shows the
advancement of a country in human development as measured
by the three components. Since all countries have some degree
of gender inequality, the GDI is always lower than the HDI.
a

human

who

are women

and the national income which accrues to

(female and male GDP per capita PPP). Whilst the
GDI measures the capabilities of women, the GEM measures
women

the

opportunities available to them.
The HPI, which was introduced

by the Global Human
Development Report in 1997, measures poverty in human
deprivation in three dimensions of human life - a long and
healthy life, knowledge and economic provisioning. A
healthy life is measured by the percentage of people not
expected to survive to age 40, deprivation in knowledge by
illiteracy and deprivation in economic provisioning by the
percentage of people lacking access to health services, and
safe water and the percentage of children who are moderately
or severely underweight. The HPI can be
disaggregated by
gender to show the disparities between females and males.

The Gender-related

Development Index

In 1995 the SADC

region had a GDI of 0.488. South Africa
highest GDI of 0.694, followed by Mauritius 0.688
then Namibia 0.657. Mozambique had the lowest GDI of
0.332, followed by Malawi with 0.379 and the Democratic
Republic of Congo with 0.389 as shown in table 2.A11 the
had the

Table 1

Measurement
Economic

of

GEM Dimension

Variable

participation and Decision making power

Women and men’s share of administrative and

managerial positions
Women and men’s share of
technical jobs

professional and

Women and men’s share of national income

Political

32

participation and Decision-making

power

Women and men’s share of

parliamentary seats
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Table 2: SADC

Figure l:Men More Literate than Wonien,Seleted
SADC Countries,Literacy Rates 1995

Specific Gender-related Development

Index,1995
SADC

South Afiica

SADC

Country

GDI
Rank

Zimbabwe
M auritius

Specific
GDI

(value)

S waziiand
Namibia

1

South Africa

0.694

2

Mauritius

0.688

3

Namibia

0.657

4

Swaziland

0.655

5

Zimbabwe

0.634

6

Botswana

0.631

7

Lesotho

0.533

8

Angola

0.477

9

Zambia

0.448

10

Tanzania,U.Rep.

0.406

11

DRC

0.389

12

Malawi

0.379

13

Mozambique

0.332

Zambia

Congo (Dem Rep. Of)
BFemale
Lesotho

□ Male

£

Botswana

Tanzania. U. Rep. of
Malawi

Angola
Mozambique
SADC

0

20

t

T

40

60

80

100

Literacy Rate,%
SourceSARlPS/SAPtS Databank

GDIs

are

much lower than the HDI

showing that there is

gender inequality in every country.
Although women have a natural advantage over men in
terms of long life, they are generally more disadvantaged when
it comes to literacy (as shown in figure 1), school enrolment

14

Seychelles
SADC

and income.

0.488..

The Gender
Table 4:

GEM

Ranking for Selected SADC Countries, 1995

SADC
GEM

SADC
GEM

SADC
GDI

SADC
HDI

(value)

(rank)

(rank)

(rank)

HDI rank
minus GEM
rank

1995

1995

1995

1995

1995

Empowerment

Measure
The GEM for the

SADC countries

with sufficient data ranges from 0.461
in South Africa to 0.143 in the
Democratic

South Aliica

0.461

1

1

2

1

1995 (see
of

Botswana

0.418

2

5

5

3

Mauritius

0.403

3

2

1

-2

women

Republic of Congo for
table 4). The participation
in Parliament

Botswana had the
0.389

4

6

6

2

Zimbabwe

0.352

5

4

4

-1

Swaziland

0.347

6

3

3

-3

0.334

7

10

10

3

women

highest percentage

administrators

and

managers and percentage of women
professional and technical workers in
the region of 36.1% and 61.4%
respectively. Incomes which accrue to
women, are generally less than those

which

Mozambique

below

(23.3%). During the same period
of

Lesotho

was

20% except in Mozambique (25.2%),
South Africa (23.7%) and Seychelles

accrue

to males as shown in

table 3. At the

global level, Sweden
highest percentage of women
in parliament and the highest
percentage of women professional and
had the

Zambia

0.236

8

7

7

-1

Malawi

0.206

9

9

9

0

DRC

0.143

10

8

8

-2

technical workers of

Source: SAFES Books: SADC

Regional Human Development Report, 1998.
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40.4% and

64.4%

respectively in 1995. Hungary
highest percentage of women
administrators and managers of 58.2%
had the
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Table 5: Gender

profile in SADC, 1995
Sub-Saharan
SADC

All

Africa

East Asia

South Asia

developing

Countries

Female Education Profile

Adult

62.3

47.9

74.1

36.9

61.7

49.2

42

65

52

57

Female life expectancy

54.5

52.2

71.5

62.1

63.6

Maternal

467.7

975

95

551

488

4.9

6

1.9

3.5

3.2

27.2

16

82

41

56

literacy (%)

1st, 2"“ & 3rd level gross enrolment ratio
Female Health

profile

mortality rate per 100000
Total fertility rate
Contraceptive prevalence rate, (%),
Female Economic

opportunities

Earned income share

35

36.2

37.7

24.8

32.4

Women’s share of adult labour force, %

42

47

46

34

41

Administrators and

11.23

10

5

3

10

managers,1993

Female Political

participation
parliament
government at ministerial

Share of females in

9.2

10^

2a

6.3

8.6

Women in

6

7

6

4

5

GDI

0.442

0.376

0.665

0.430

0.564

GEM, 1993

0.360

0.279

0.282

0.233

0.351

level

(%)

Human

Source

:

Development Indices

UNDP, (1998) and Human Development in South Asia, (1997)

•: data for 1994

The GDI and GEM

are

from the

global Human Development Reports and

are

therefore not comparable to the SADC specific GDI and GEM.
more socially deprived
Zimbabwe Provinces 1995

Figure 2:Women

in the

same

period. According to the SADC specific

GEM all SADC countries

are

than

men,

below the 0.500,

meaning that SADC as a region has a long way to go
in terms of improving the economic and political
opportunities of women.
A negative HDI rank minus GEM rank shows
that a country is doing badly in gender empowerment
than in human development.(see table 4). It means
the country has not translated its human development

Mas ho na land Centra!
M anicaland

Masvingo
Mas ho na land West

DRC. Botswana and Mozambique, on the other hand,
have done much better in improving economic and

□ HP l-Femates

DHPI-Malej

Maabeleland North
Mashonabnd East

for the betterment of females. This is the situation in

Swaziland, Mauritius, Zimbabwe, Zambia and the

MTéyCI

MkiUiid

M atabeleland S

o

uth

Harare

B

ubN^yo

political opportunities for women than in human
Zbnbabvi«
g
development. The same holds for South Africa and
Lesotho. The Gender disaggregated HPI is a useful
0
10
20
30
40
tool for analysing gender disparities. For most
SourceiUnlbsd Nations Development P rogramme, P overt/Reduction
countries in the region women remain more socially Forum and Insticuce of
Developments tudies, 20(X):Human development
deprived than their male counterparts as illustrated
Although there have been successes in terms of adult
in the Zimbabwean example in figure 2. Of special interest
literacy and enrolments the levels of human development
in the Zimbabwean case is that although there are regional
for females and also those of empowerment of women as
gender disparities at national level, these disparities are non
measured by the GDI, GEM and HPI remain low. In addition
existent.
of the GDI, GEM and HPI one needs to do an analysis of
Table 5 gives the gender profile of the SADC region and
other regions of the world. The SADC region fares poorly,
many more other factors such as access/ownership to/of land
and credit, violence against women, employment, etc., to
although it is doing better than Sub-Saharan Africa and South
complement
these indices.
Asia in some aspects.
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1990s, Southern
undergoing
profound
changes
with
significant implications for the
region’s democratic governance and
stability. The peaceful settlement of
a protracted armed conflict in
Namibia in 1990 set the stage for a
bright future for the region. Peace and
reconciliation in the country have been
nurtured and consolidated through two
elections in 1994 and 1999. The positive
development for democratic governance
and stability in Namibia was followed
by the ending of another long-drawn
violent conflict in Mozambique in 1992.
The peace dividend that Mozambique
has enjoyed since then has been
enhanced by two successful elections

S

AFRICA REVIEW OF BOOKS
The

making of a moratorium on
light weapons
Napoleon Abdulai

40

ince the early

Africa has been

held in 1994 and 1999. Africa’s most

costly and complex war continues in
Angola, despite various efforts to bring
about a political settlement. The 1992
election, which was held on the basis of
the 1991 Bicesse Peace

Agreement, did
resolve the violent conflict
as the defeated party, Unita, abandoned
little to help

the ballot and resorted to the bullet.
A

political transformation of
unprecedented proportions and
significance occurred with the

is

no gainsaying that despite the current
major wars in Angola and CongoKinshasa, as well as the sporadic violent

conflicts in Lesotho and recent interstate

conflicts between Botswana and

Namibia, the region presently enjoys
relative

stability. Stability is crucial for

elections to

serve

their intended

functions. It is also widely

accepted that
important role
destabilising
political systems in the region (Matlosa,
electoral systems play an
in either stabilising or

2000).
As the

region made strides in its
war towards peace and
reconciliation,
yet
another
transformation was underway: the
transition from

transformation from

one

party state

towards

political pluralism and multiparty democratic governance. Among
various other key ingredients of this

transformation are elections and
electoral systems. All SADC countries
have embraced the practice of regular

multi-party elections, with the exception
of Congo-Kinshasa and Swaziland.
Elections refer to a process by which
people choose their national and/or local
leaders periodically to manage public
affairs

on

their behalf.

Elections

therefore, serve the following functions:

settlement of the armed conflict in South

Africa and the establishment of majority

1

rule. Peace and reconciliation in South

Africa, which have also enhanced peace
and

security in the entire region, have
through successful

also been nurtured

elections held in 1994 and 1999. There
SAPEM OCTOBER / NOVEMBER 2000

they provide a routine mechanism for
recruiting and selecting individuals
to occupy seats in representative
institutions;

1

they provide periodic opportunities
to review the government’s record.
35
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1

assess its mandate, and replace it with an alternative;
they accord the elected government domestic and
international legitimacy as well as moral title to rule;
they also act as agents of political socialisation and
political integration, providing a unifying focus for the
country (Jackson and Jackson, 1999: 366).

Elections take

place on the basis of certain accepted
procedures, rules and modalities that are peculiar to individual
countries in Southern Africa.

»

It is

a

combination of the

administrative, procedural and the institutional framework for
elections that is commonly referred to as the electoral system.
The choice of an electoral system is crucial for both the
election outcome and stability of a given country. Whereas
elections simply accord the electorate a right to choose their
representatives in the legislature, the electoral system sets
specific rules which determine “who votes and how votes are
counted” (Jackson and Jackson, 1999: 371). An electoral
system, thus, determines the manner and pattern in which votes
are matched with the allocation of seats in
parliament. An
electoral system is therefore, “a method of converting votes
cast by electors into seats in a legislature. Electoral
systems
thus are practical instruments through which notions such as
consent and representation are translated into
reality” (Asmal
and de Ville, 1994: 2).

Electoral

Systems in Southern Africa

An electoral system

refers to a method that a given country
adopts for choosing national leaders. It encompasses
administrative, procedural and institutional mechanisms that
election processes. Procedures, rules and regulations
governing an election are commonly defined by both national
govern

constitutions and electoral laws. The administrative

obligations and management of an election are the
responsibility of specific public institutions tasked for that
either as government departments (as in Zimbabwe) or as
independent electoral commissions (as in South Africa). There
are many electoral
systems throughout the entire world and
there is little

consensus as to

which is best for democratic

governance and political stability. Each country adopts an
electoral system that best suits its own political traditions,

culture, history and party systems. As Jackson and Jackson
aptly observe, “each political system offers certain benefits
and

disadvantages in terms of the representation of different

groups in society” (1997: 371).
There exists on a global scale three

main types of electoral
systems, namely, single-member plurality, single-member

majoritarian and proportional representation with multiple
variations within and permutations amongst them.
The political history and culture of Southern Africa have
had an overbearing imprint and impact on the nature of
electoral systems that individual states have adopted since
the independence period. A majority of the Southern African
states

were

under the British colonial rule and upon

independence they adopted the Westminster constitution and
political arrangement that go with it. Consequently, the British
single-member plurality or the first-past-the-post electoral
system has become a dominant political feature of elections
in these countries as illustrated in table two with implications
for the form of election outcomes and political stability.
It is worth noting that the electoral systems that Southern
African states have adopted are not a product of public debate
36

and

broadly based internal political consensus. Independent

Southern African states have simply inherited these systems
from the colonial rulers together with other constitutional
frameworks (Matlosa, 1999). It is not surprising therefore,
that out of 14 SADC states,

eight operate the FPTP system,
given that Britain was a dominant colonial power in the region.
Only four countries have adopted the proportional
representation, while two others operate a mixture of FPTP
and proportional representation. Distinctions between the
FPTP and proportional representation as dominant electoral
systems in Southern Africa are worth considering.
The FPTP and

(a)

Proportional Representation Compared

The First-Past-the-Post System

The First-Past-the-Post

(FPTP)

or

single-member plurality

system is the simplest of the electoral systems in the world.
It is also the

commonly used electoral model drawing from

the traditions of liberal democracy in the United
Kingdom,
the United States of America, Canada and New Zealand. Of
all 52 states in Africa, 18 use this system. In Southern Africa,

this system is used by Botswana, Lesotho, Malawi, Swaziland,
Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe.
Its principal tenets are many and varied. First, a
country
is divided into relatively equal constituencies from which
only
one representative is chosen to
occupy a parliamentary seat
on behalf of that
constituency. It is as a result of this tenet
that the FPTP is reputed for ensuring accountability of the
MP to his/her constituency. This is one of its major
strengths
vis-å-vis other electoral systems. Second, candidates
contesting election in constituencies stand in their own right
as individuals and not as
political parties even if their
candidature is endorsed by parties. Third, the winner of an
election contest in any constituency may secure a
simple
plurality of votes and not necessarily the majority of votes
and this leads to winners by minority votes both at the
constituency level as well as the national level. Both the
candidates and parties that endorse candidates do not need
absolute majority of votes to form a government. This
situation has undermined legitimacy of governments in the
region leading to major conflicts as the Lesotho case clearly
demonstrates. The 1965 pre-independence election in Lesotho
delivered a marginal victory for the Basutoland National Party
(BNP) which won the election race on a minority vote of
about 42 per cent of the total valid votes.
It was no wonder that the BNP government suffered a
severe legitimacy crisis afterwards.
Hence the party was
defeated by the opposition Basutoland Congress Party in the
subsequent election of 1970. However, the ruling party
annulled the election, declared a state of emergency and

institutionalised authoritarian rule between 1970 and 1986
when it was dislodged from power by the military.

Fourth, given the very nature of this system it tends to
unduly advantage dominant parties either leading to one-party/
dominant party system or a two-party system (duopoly). In
the case of the dominant party scenario witness for instance
how the BDP has managed to stamp its political hegemony
through this system in Botswana, yet the country has not been
subjected to major political conflicts.
The 1999 election outcome in Botswana vividly
demonstrates the hegemony of the Botswana Democratic Party
(BDP) in the context of a dominant party system anchored
upon the FPTP.
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Table 1:

Multi-party Election Timetable for SADC countries

Country

Previous Gen.
Election

Yet,

Next Gen.
Election

Previous

Next L.G.

Electoral

L.G. Election

Election

Systems

Parliament

Angola

1992

No Date set

No date set

No date set

PR

224

Botswana

1999

2004

1999

2004

FPTP

47

D.R. Congo

1970

No date set

No date set

No date set

FPTP

210

Lesotho

1998

2001

1960

No date set

FPTP

80

Malawi

1999

2004

Not Known

2000

FPTP

177

Mauritius

1995

2000

Not Known

Not Known

Block Vote

70

Mozambique

1999

2004

1998

2003

List

-

Namibia

1999

2004

Not Known

2002

List

South Africa

1999

2004

1995

2000

List

Swaziland

1998

2004

No Date set

No date set

FPTP

Seychelles

1998

2003

Not Known

Not Known

Mixed

Tanzania

1995

2000

Not Known

2000

FPTP

232

Zambia

1996

2001

Not Known

Not Known

FPTP

150

Zimbabwe

1995

2000

Not Known

Not Known

FPTP

150

on

the contrary, Lesotho’s 1993 and 1998

elections

produced fundamentally a one-party/dominant party scenario
for the country which was marked by violent conflicts leading
to both diplomatic and military interventions by the SADC
states.

The FPTP system can also lead to a one-party parliament
(particularly the 1993 election outcome) disenfranchising a

PR

250

-

PR

72

-

PR

400
55

System
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that the more inclusive and more representative the governance

legitimacy will a government draw from
Equally important here is the critique that the
FPTP does not increase gender equality and women’s
participation in the political process (Molokomme, 2000).
system, the more
the electorate.

(b)

Proportional Representation (PR) System

considerable number of voters with adverse effects for the

political system. Although the conflicts that engulfed Lesotho
after the 1993 and 1998 election emanated from a multiplicity
of factors, the electoral system had its share of this instability
hence currently efforts are underway in Lesotho to reform
the system towards a mixed number proportional system.
Although the FPTP system is conventionally regarded as
critical for ensuring political stability of the political system
because it does not lend itself to coalition governments, in
other countries it has helped accentuate already existing
conflicts as in Lesotho (1993) and (1998) respectively. It is
interesting, though to note that the same system has not
triggered major political conflicts in Botswana for instance.
The most interesting outcome of this system so far in the
region is the ushering in of a possible two-party system
scenario in the recent general election in Zimbabwe.
Of the total 120 elected parliamentary seats, the ruling
ZANU PF won a simple majority of 62 seats (about 49 percent
of the total valid votes) while the main opposition, the MDC
secured 57 seats (about 46 percent of the total valid votes).

ZANU-Ndonga came third with only one seat and less than 1
percent of the total valid votes. Only time will tell whether
Zimbabwe will evolve into a two-party system as this outcome
seems

to

suggest.

Fifthly, the FPTP is also known for its marginalisation of

it entrenches the hegemony of either one or
parties. This feature has implications for the
inclusivity and representativity of the legislature in its law
making and decision making functions. It is generally accepted
smaller parties as

two dominant
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proportional representation (PR) is relatively more
complex than the FPTP. It draws its inspiration from the

The

traditions of both liberal and social democracies and a number

adopted this system include Israel,
Denmark, Sweden, Republic of Ireland, etc. In Southern
Africa, this system is u.sed by Angola, Mozambique, Namibia
and South Attca. Although the system has multiple variants,

of countries that have

the most

popular is the party list system.

The PR has

a

number of tenets and features with

implications for the election outcome and political stability.
First, the whole country is considered as one single
constituency for the election hence there is no need for the
delimitation of election boundaries. Rather than being a
constituency-based system, it is rather an opinion-based
electoral system. Second, candidates do not contest elections
as individuals, but as party candidates appearing on a prepared
list. This explains why in the Southern African context the
PR system does not provide room for independent candidates
to contest

election unlike in the case of the FPTP. Voters also

parties. The party list of
“usually equivalent to the number of seats to be
fdled’’ (Asmal and de Ville, 1994:6). As Jackson and Jackson
observe “essentially,
in all party list systems the election
is primarily to ensure that the legislature reflects the relative
popularity of tlie parties: individual candidates are a secondary
concern” (1999: 373). This links to the third feature namely
that after election, members of parliament are accountable to
the party rather than voters. Hence, the PR is usually criticised

do not elect individuals but political
candidates is

...
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Table 2: Women in Parliament in the SADC

Region

Country

Election

Seats

Angola

1992

224

Botswana

1999

47

Women

% Women

Electoral

34

15

PR

8

18

FPTP

DRC

1970

210

Lesotho

1998

80

10

10

FPTP

Malawi

1999

193

16

8

FPTP

Mauritius

1995

65

5

8

Block

Mozambique

1999

250

71

28

PR

Namibia

1999

99

19

19

PR

Seychelles

1998

33

8

24

Mixed

South Africa

1999

400

119

30

PR

Swaziland

1998

95

7

7

FPTP

Tanzania

1995

275

45

16

FPTP

Zambia

1996

158

16

10

FPTP

Zimbabwe

1995

150

21

14

FPTP

System

FPTP

Source: Molokomme, 2000

for not ensuring the

party, one-person and

The winner is determined

is made.

accountability of the MP to the electorate.
by a calculation of total proportion
of votes of each party relative to the overall valid votes cast.
Using a threshold for qualification of parties to enter
parliament (e.g. 0.5 percent in South Africa) qualifying parties
are allotted
parliamentary seats in equal proportion to their
electoral

strengths.
Fourthly, unlike the FPTP, the PR is reputed for
encouraging more inclusive and fairly representative
mechanisms of governance. It lends itself easily to coalition
governments. Whereas coalition governments could be

electoral systems.
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Director, Research and

Publication Division, Southern African Regional Institute for Policy
Studies (SARIPS), Harare, Zimbabwe, Tel: 263-4-25262, Fax: 263-4-

252964, Email: khabele@sarips.co.zw.

References

a

recipe for political instability, if well managed coalition
governments could prove useful in building politics of
consensus and compromise as the South African and
Mozambican experiences clearly show. The inclusivity of
the Mozambican electoral system can be demonstrated by
the nature of the election outcomes in 1994 and 1999

Asmal, K. and De VUle, J. “An Electoral System for South Africa” in Stegtler et
al (eds.) Free and Fair Elections,

In this way, the PR system has been found to be extremely
useful as a conflict resolution mechanism especially for
countries emerging from violent conflicts such as

Mozambique, Namibia and South Africa. Furthermore, the
system is considered conducive for enhancing gender equality
in politics and increased participation of women (Molokomme,
20(X)). In a recent study, Molokomme discovered that although
PR by itself is not a sufficient guarantee for increased women’s
participation in the legislature and cabinet, it was surely a
catalyst for that. Table 2 depicts women’s participation in
parliament and cabinet in the SADC region and from this
table surely those countries using the PR electoral system are
doing much better than those using the FPTP.
Major political transformations are underway in Southern
Africa particularly the transition from protracted wars and
conflicts to a relative peace despite pockets of violent conflicts
in some countries with external influence. It has been argued
that elections and electoral systems could also help act either
to contain or escalate these conflicts. Furthermore, an
exposé
of the phenomenal and all-pervasive transition from mono¬

Cape Town: Juta and Co. Ltd, 1994.

Jackson, R. and Jackson, D. A Comparative Introduction to Political Science,
N. J.: Prentice Hall, 1997.

Kadima, D.

“Effects of Electoral Systems on Political Competition,

Representation and Accountability”

respectively.

38

military rule to multi-party governance
At the heart of this transition lie elections and

paper

presented at the Southern

African Elections Forum, Windhoek, Namibia, 11-14 June 2000.

Macartney, W. “ The Lesotho General Election of 1970, Government and

Opposition, 8 (4), 1973.
Matlosa, K. “Ballots

or

Bullets: Elections and Conflict

Management in

Southern Africa” Journal of African Elections

(forthcoming,

2000).
Matlosa, K. “Electoral System, Stability and Democratic Governance
in Southern Africa: A Case

Study of Lesotho”, the SADC/EU
Proceedings Report, Gaborone, 1999.
Molokomme, A, “Building Inclusiveness in SADC’s Democratic
Systems: The Case of Women’s Representation in Leadership
Conference

Positions” paper presented at

the Southern African Elections
Forum, Windhoek, Namibia, 11-14 June 2000.
Molutsi, P. “Southern African Development Community (SADC):
Elections Focus, 1999: SAPEM, 12 (5) May 1999.

Southall, R. and Petlane, T. (eds.)

Democratisation and

Demilitarisation in Lesotho: The General Election of 1993 and
its Aftermath, Pretoria: Africa Institute of South Africa, 1995.
The

Herald, Wednesday June 28, 2000.
SAPEM OCTOBER / NOVEMBER 2«)0

With Nissan,
there’s someone
behind
all the way

At Nissan Zimbabwe

totally committed to providing
our customers with the care and attention they deserve.
Through a nationwide network of dealers, each one hand
picked for their dedication to quality, we ensure that every
Nissan owner has convenient access to genuine parts and
highly qualified technicians.We have a Customer Care
Programme in operation to ensure you are totally satisfied
with the service your dealer offers.* Fully backed by our
Japanese and South African counterparts, we will help you
retain the value and maintain the safety of your vehicle. You
see, we don’t just want to keep you on the road, we want you to
stay ahead.

Life's
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have

any

we are

a

journey. Enjoy the ride.

queries contact

us on

e-mail nissanzimbabwe@nissan.co.zw
WCJ 104349
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Making of a Moratorium on Light Weapons

The United Nations Regional Centre for Peace and Disarmament in
Africa,
Institute of International Affairs and the Norwegian Initiative on Small Arms

the Norwegian
Transfers, 2000.

Reviewed

by Napoleon Abdulai.

Price not stated

O

n

October 31,1998, the heads

of state of the 16-member

Economic Community of West
African States (ECOWAS) took a far-

delay of

any action’, has not been tried
before. This book is rich in scholarship.
It assembles all the original documents

pertaining to the systematic approach to
development of a comprehensive
disarmament programme for the region.
It contains among others the declaration

reaching decision by adopting a threeyear moratorium on the import, export
and manufacture of light weapons. This

the

historic decision makes the

text

conflict-prone

region the first in the world to decide,
voluntarily, to deal with the widespread
‘tools of death’. There
small

are some

8 million

circulating illicitly from
Nigeria to Mauritania and two million
people have died from wars and violence
arms

in West Africa since 1990.
The issue is the subject

of

a

book
on

Light Weapons, published by the United
Nations Regional Centre for Peace and
Disarmament in Africa, the Norwegian
Institute of International Affairs, and the

Small Arms

on

Apart from assembling all the
impressive documents on the making of
the

moratorium, the book also deals with
impact of small arms on human
security in a broader sense. In Liberia, it
is stated that some “.... US$350 million
the

entitled. The Making of a Moratorium

Norwegian Initiative

of the Moratorium, the Code of

Conduct for its implementation, the Plan
of Action and the practical steps taken to
launch it.

Transfers.

worth of (....) were

Sierra Leone is

given prominence in the
of
in
starting from 1960 is included in

preface,

The book is

organised in six chapters,
preface co-authored by
Ambassador Lansana Kouyaté, executive
secretary of ECOWAS, and Ivor Richard
Fung, director of the United Nations
Regional Centre for Peace and
preceeded by

a

Disarmament in Africa, based in Lome,

Togo. The introduction is written by a
former Agence France Presse (AFP)
correspondent in Cameroon, Herbert
Boh.

an impressive chronology
landmarks in disarmament processes

Africa
one

of

preface, Kouyaté and Fung

the

seven

For the effective

moratorium,
established

annexes.

implementation of the

the

United

Nations

regional programme known
as the Programme for Co-ordination and
Assistance for Security and Development
(PCASED), which is based in Bamako.
a

It has been conceived
aimed at

In the

being squandered

every year to fuel the war while schools
and hospitals were destroyed.”
While the well known looting of

building

as a

programme

in support of
activities that would promote a secure and
peace

contend that West Africa is the first

stable climate for socio-economic

region in the world to have demonstrated
the political maturity, courage and
innovative leadership to adopt a practical

development. PCASED is

arms restrain measure such as the
moratorium which, in their opinion, is

aimed at

‘‘arresting the destabilising

accommodation of small

arms.

This is

best appreciated when one considers that
signatory countries have undertaken to
reduce demand for supply of the very
weapons on which they depend for their
security”.
As a ground-breaking effort, the West
African moratorium, as it is popularly

known, is bound to become

a

kind of on-

the

field-experiment, learning from its
errors and failures and building on the
successes

is

40

it makes. A moratorium, which

simply defined

as

‘a deferement

or

a

five-year

of the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP) with
activities ranging from the training of
armed security forces in weapons control,
collection, destruction of surplus and
unauthorised
weapons,
and the
development of an arms register and
programme

database.
The core of PCASED activities is the
creation of National Commissions for the

fight against the proliferation of small
arms. ECOWAS member states
agreed,
in principle during their summit in
December 1999 in Lome, to establish
such commissions by March 2001 in
order to facilitate the implementation of
the moratorium at the national level. The
United Nations Economic and Social

Department (UNDESA) is collaborating
with PCASED to make the national
commissions viable vehicles.
So far, the moratorium has worked
with a number of countries seeking

exemption from the ECOWAS executive
secretary for the importation of weapons
for peace keeping and training purposes.
It is interesting to see states applying for
exemptions to import small arms. It
demonstrates that transparency and
accountability can be part and parcel of
state culture. Some arms suppliers,
notably the grouping of leading arms
producers in the world "Wassenaar

Agreement” have pledged practical
support to the moratorium by refusing to
supply arms to signatory countries that
fail to order weapons through the process
stipulated in the Code of Conduct adopted
by ECOWAS.
The book tells us everything we need
to know about this ground-breaking
action, including the historic invitation
of Mali’s President, Alpha Oumar
Kounare, (once described by Ambassador
Ould Abdallah, as the most ‘democraticminded African’ leader today) to the
United Nations in 1984 to investigate
arms flow in the Sahel Saharan states.

Konare, the book shows, is

an

apostle of

the collection and disposal of weapons
within the context of broadening the

democratic space. So far, his country has
shown that it is possible for arms to be
collected and for peace to be made. The
national commission of Mali for example
is currently seeking means to destroy
weapons collected in Mopti and
Timbuktu and seeks support for funding
‘‘arms for development” projects. A
similar project in Mozambique, codenamed ‘Operation Rachel’, allowed
thousands of civilians to return their guns

for development items such as sewing
machines and hoes.
As the moratorium comes for renewal
in October 2001, the same year the
historic UN conference on illicit

trafficking in small arms in all its aspects
is scheduled for, campaigners against the
proliferation of ‘the tools of death’ would
find this book useful and timely. The book
comes at an opportune moment that offers
a lucid and engaging journey in the
disarmament process in West Africa ■
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The

Strongest

Product Dealer

Network
in Zimbabwe.
Nissan

are

constantly striving to provide our customers with the best
possible support through:

After Market Service
A hand

picked network of dealers dedicated to quality service

Genuine Parts
Readily available and accessible with highly qualified technicians

Customers Care
An

Programme

opportunity for customers to report back so that

any

problems

can

be rectified*

International

Back-Up

Both Nissan South Africa and

Japan are committed to providing
back-up required

any

Nordiska afrikainstitutet
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