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Comment

Ahsante
Sana
Mwalimu!
L

ike all great persons

who have likewise
graced history, Julius Nyerere had as many

admirers as he had detractors. But even
those who hated his politics could not resist
respecting a person who so epitomized Africa’s

quest for unity, identity, dignity, and

freedom

itself.

(and capital, Dar es Salaam) became the vital and,
perhaps, even indispensable support base for the
30 years of the final onslaught against white settler
colonialism in Guinea-Bissau, Mozambique,
Angola, Zimbabwe, Namibia and South Africa.
Out of Dar es Salaam, and at Nyerere’s inspiration,
was born the OAU’s Liberation Committee, the
Frontline States and SADC itself.

Like all great

leaders of his time, Julius
Nyerere’s commitment to these principles and
ideals often appeared to border on what some
considered to be unacceptable dogmatism. Yet,
this also meant that he seldom, if ever, lost sight
of the vision of a liberated Africa. Accordingly,
mistakes could be acknowledged and efforts made
to rectify them, strategies redefined in order to
keep on track, and compromises made without
sacrificing principle and vision.

The good teacher that he was, Mwalimu taught
Tanzanians to believe and understand that their
freedom was meaningless as long as Southern
Africa was not free. This is why Tanzania, under

Nyerere, became almost a natural home for the
many exiles, liberation fighters and refugees of
Southern Africa, East Africa itself, the continent
as a

whole, and of

even some

from the African

Diaspora. Dar es Salaam and its University became
the haven and crucible of African academia at its

All this was as applicable to his own national
situation as it was to continental, sub-regional and
international affairs.
There was nothing

very best; the real beginnings of the African
community of scholarship.

essentially novel about the philosophy of ujamaa

Nyerere won the hearts and minds of
people the world over; and Africa in
particular, from Cairo to Cape Town, feted him as
their very own hero.
He has left us too
prematurely, at a time when he had just begun the
pioneering task as Africa’s chief ambassador,
peafe-maker, political adviser and role model.
Regrettably, he had not found the time to rest when
he finally had to, snatched away so suddenly when
his fertile mind and physical presence had
otherwise indicated the possibility of at least

for which he was most renowned; it was a curious
combination of Christianity, European Social

Democracy, Marxism and African nationalism.
But it served his national consolidation agenda,
constituted the foundation for Tanzania’s vital

support for the nationalist struggles of Southern
Africa, and provided the political and strategic
space within which to confront and overcome

imperialist forces that might otherwise have
destroyed Tanzania and undermined its role as the
rear

base for African liberation further south.

As a genuine African nationalist that he was,
Julius Nyerere lived and practised panAfricanism. Uhuru, the Swahili word for freedom,
became the national ideology of Tanzania; indeed
the unifying theme for a country whose leader
SAPEM NOVEMBER 1999

Julius

many

another decade to the man’s years.

Therefore, Ahsante, the Swahili word for Thank
you is almost inadequate for Julius Nyerere. Yet
how else can we bid you farewell, Mwalimu?

Thank you! Kwaheri Ndugu!
Ahsante sana, Mwalimu! □

Goodbye, comrade!
3
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LETTERS

The crazy

the fundamental

logic of global capitalism

The article entitled Was Mbuende

makes very interesting reading. I

Ambushed?

not agree more with

by Ibbo Mandaza in
September 1999

SAPEM Vol.12 No 9

SADC in the
a

world of massive, not to

say obscene,
few facts.

contradictions. Consider

We live in

a

According to the UN, 800 million
on a wholly inadequate diet some of them, starving - yet food is
destroyed or stockpiled on a huge
scale and some farmers in Europe are
even paid not to produce under the
“set aside’’ scheme. Politicians prattle
on
about peace, the Un urges
subsist

signifying nothing with protocol after
protocol signed and annual summits
but no results to show. The only

world?
According to the Ameriacan
magazine, Forbes, just three
individuals

Bill Gates, Warren
Buffet and Paul Allen - have between

That is

more

Sub-Saharan Africa! It is
It is time for us,

have none at
all) while nearly a million homes lie
empty and building workers remain

a

ratuibak

doesn’t make

sense.

pespective, it just
But

we

live in

a

world that is not

a

figure that

almost defies belief

interests.

From

than the combined GNP

of the world’s 43 poorest countries of which some 600 million live in

had its

infinitum.

-

them assets worth $156 BILLION.

gobble up a large
chunk of every nationl GNP. And
even in a supposedly rich country like
Britain,
many
lack
decent

this li.st ad

exclusive club of heads of state

Who counts in this crazy

and armaments

to

Mandaza’s

perennially with the symptoms.
era of globalization it is clear
that the future of the region depends
on real economic integration. The
Southern African Development
Community (SADC) has to cease being
In this

an

to

unemployed. One could go on adding

having to

millennium

reconcilation between states, yet wars
simmer across the face of the earth

accommmodation (some

would

warning that there is need to address

new

than

causes

deal

reclaim

our

the vast majority,

world.

Capitalism has

day. Whether run by the state
(as in the ex-Soviet Union) or left to
the so-called its free-market, it clearly
made to work in

cannot be

And

we

our

don’t need Bill

Gates and co., to tell us in whose
interests it really works.
Let

democratically strip this
parasitic minority of its exclusive
ownership and control of the means
of living. Let us make this world the
us

property of everyone in it.

institution that SADC

can

boast of

today is the Secretariat. Looking at
how the Executive Secretary Kaire
Mbuende has been pushed out for
alleged competence one wonders at the
seriou-sness of the heads of state. In the
first

place how and why was he
appointed executive secretary? The
reason given for his forced resignation
only reflects on the leadership of the
region.
The leadership could equally be
charged with incompetence for
appointing an incompetent person to
such an important position.
One only has to look at the Congo
debacle, the sad and unforgivable
tragedy of Angola, the acrimony over
the SADC organ and the plethora of
bi-lateral and multi-lateral arrangements. All this reflects a lack of
seriousness of purpose,

selfishness and

Free of the shackles of the market and

unsatiable desire for power and
satisfaction of the leaderships’ egos.

the sale of commodities on the market.

the tyranny of the state, we can indeed
create a decent life for everyone,

Kaire Mbuende has been

world where the greed of the
few takes absolute priority over the

freely giving according to our ability
and .freely taking according to our

needs of the many, where a recession
means “too much has been produced’

needs.

organised on a
rational basis. It is organised around
the relentless drive for profits through
This is

a

though the poor have, selfevidently, far too little. Because if they
don’t have the money to buy what they
need then they simply don’t count.
That is the crazy logic of global
capitalism.

common

say,

All it takes is for

us now

enough is enough.

even

Yours

sincerely

to

an

In view of this is it not obvious that
circumstances in

a

victim of

organisation that
seems not to have any focus, a
directionless association despite all the
rhetoric? History will judge the SADC
leadership harshly for failure to exploit
the opportunities of today for a better
an

future.

Robbin Cox
World Socialist Movement

(Southern Africa)

Nyangoni Mbiile
Lusaka, Zambia

Letters should be addressed to:
The Editor, P.O Box MP111, Mt. Pleasant, Harare,
Letters must indicate the writers full name and

4

Zimbabwe, or write to, 4 Deary Ave., Belgravia, Harare, Zimbabwe

address, and may be edited
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Cover Story

Nyerere the Shining
light of Southern Africa
Nyasha Masiwa

From left to

T

right: Presidents Chissano, Mugabe, Princess Anne, Moi and Mkapa

anzania’s

founding father Julius

Kambarage

Nyerere

was

finally laid to rest on'October

23 at his home at Butiama

humble house in which he

near
was

the

born

77 years ago near the lake shore town
of Musoma, to a Zanaki Chief, Nyere
Burite. He was buried at a site called

Mwitongo near his parent’s graves
where he had once expressed a desire
to

be buried.
Millions of

mourners

and

scores

of

heads of state

converged in Tanzania
their last respects to Africa’s

to

pay
illustrious

son.

Former Tanzanian

President Julius

having diagnosed with leukemia in
August.
Nyerere led Tanganyika to
independence from Britain in 1961 and
was its first president from 1962 until
1985, when he became

of the first

September after

SAPEM NOVEMBER 1999

his retirement from of-

Although Nyerere stepped down
after 23 years in office he remained the
major power broker in the East African
nation that has since

two

Presidents

has wracked central and southern

Known

Africa

as

affectionately throughout
Mwalimu,

or

“teacher” in

lifestyles are the norm for the
governing elite by living modestly,
even neglecting to
organize a pension

under treatment since

on

fice.

mainland to form Tanzania

October the 14"’ in London’s
St. Thomas hospital where he had been
on

for himself

post-colonial African leaders to step
down from power voluntarily to devote
time to farming and diplomacy. In
1964, Nyerere presided over the union
of the Indian Ocean archipelago of
Zanzibar and Tanganyika, on the

Swahili, Nyerere set himself apart in a
continent where lavish and excessive

died

their last respects to the late Nyerere

democratically elected.
A founder of the Organization of
African Unity in 1963, Nyerere was a
leading proponent of sanctions against
the former apartheid regime in South
Africa. He also worked tirelessly to
negotiate an end to the violence that

one

Nyerere, a symbol of
independence movement,

the African

pay

Africa in the past

decade. He played a
through his Nyerere
in attempts to bring peace
Lakes region. Recently his

central role

Foundation
to the

Great

foundation has been involved in

as

yet

unsuccessful attempts to mediate a
solution to the ongoing civil war in
5

Cover Story
Burundi

-

where 200 000 peo-

pie have died since 1993.
President Sam Nujoma of
Namibia among others paid
glowing tribute to the late
Nyerere, saying he was a true
friend of the Namibian people
during the long and bitter
national liberation struggle. He
told

a

memorial service for

Nyerere at St. Mary’s Catholic
Church that the late statesman

distinguished political
of the whole generation
of African leaders, a caring
teacher, consummate diplomat
and an example of sagacity,
wisdom, courage and a strong
believer in human quality.
Nujoma noted that, after the
independence of Tanganyika in
was

a

mentor

1961, Dar Es Salaam became
the

political Mecca for national

People of all walks of life bid farewell to a true son of Africa

liberation movements from east,
central and southern Africa.

Following
Organization
of African Unity, he offered to host the
headquarters of the OAU Liberation
the establishment of the

Committee in Dar Es Salaam.*

“Therefore, his commitment to
Africa’s struggle against colonial
oppression was unparalleled and his
dedication to the cause of African unity
was

immeasurable.,’’ he reiterated.

“Mwalimu has had, and will
continue to have a special place in the

era in Africa.. .rightly called the
conscience of Africa”.
Ghana’s
President
Jerry

rural

Rawlings, said: “This is a fitting
farewell for a great leader. How many
of us can hope for such?”
In its condolence message the
African National Congress of South
Africa said: “The organization weeps
in memory of this giant amongst

freedom

of an

According to Cameron Duodu:

hearts of millions of Namibians and

“He

other Africans who had made Tanzania

leaders who

their second home

during those dark

was

the greatest

champion of the

fighters who brought an end

racism and colonialism in South
Africa, in Zimbabwe, Mozambique

to

and

Angola.
He
translated
Shakespeare into Swahili...”
Michael Okema a political
scientists based in Dar-es-Salaam

sincere academic
political opponent will be
compelled to avoid the use of the word
“dictator” when referring to Nyerere.”
said; “In future, any

men.”
was

people of Tanzania and tried to
improve their standard of living. He

one

of the few African
not personally
compassion for the

were

corrupt. He had

or

days of Africa’s anti-colonial
struggle,’’ he added.
In his condolence message
the President of Zimbabwe

Robert

Mugabe said, “The pass-

away of the founder and father of the Tanzanian nation has

ing

robbed Africa of

one

of its lu-

minaries.’’ He described him

as

revolutionary, the visionary, the principled, indomitable
and unyielding supporter of the
struggle for our own and the
region’s independence.’’
“the

“The candle that he lit atop

Kilimanjaro has, indeed,
dignity where there
only humiliation...’’

Mount

restored
was

“He

was one

of the greatest

of Africa,” said Kenyan
President Daniel arap Moi.
sons

passing of Mwalimu
Nyerere represents the passing

“The"

Pictures:

Courtesy of the President's offfice

Nyerere: The end of the road, a legacy of liberation
6
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SAID: A mere

talk

shop ?

Nyasha Masiwa

The four

under

the

day dialogue convened
theme

“Economic

Empowerment
Through
Smart
Partnership” brought together heads of
state and government, business and
labour representatives from most parts
of the African continent. Among those

.S

1
-H
(A

who attended

0)

al

were

Presidents Festus

Mogae of Botswana, Bakili Muluzi, of
Malawi, Jerry Rawlings of Ghana,
Joachim Chissano of Mozambique,

'5

a-

i

Thabo Mbeki of South Africa, Yoweri
Museveni of Uganda, Prime Minister

o

$
5

Mahathir bin Mobammad of

Q.

Malaysia

and several other leaders. At least 400

businessmen attended the meeting.
In his welcome message, Zimbabwe
President Robert

Mugabe called on all
region to pursue
economic development through the
promotion of peace, political stability
and the creation of smart partnerships.
countries in the

From left to right: President
Prime Minister Mahathir, Presidents

T

he Third
International
was

Zimbabwe

Chissano, Rawlings, Chiluba,
Mugabe, Nujoma, Muluzi at SAID ‘99

He said the conference should

come

up

Southern Africa

Dialogue (SAID),

held at Victoria Falls in

on

3 to 6 October. The SAID

among other things discussed
of economic empowerment.

the issue
Tourism

singled out as a potential moneyspinner which could turn around the
economic fortunes of many countries
with little capital.
Labour with representatives from six
countries, up from three at last year’s
was

SAID in

Namibia, called for the
empowerment of workers and

.8
£

1

o

®

g
O

$
ä

harmonization of conditions of services
so

that

foreign workers

were not

victimized.

Regional co-operation was also a
major issue. However, observers say
SAID
1999
will
probably be
remembered most for its efforts to bring
journalists on board in the process to
develop the region.
SAPEM NOVEMBER

The first ladies put

AIDS

on

the spotlight at SAID ‘99
7

Cover Story
with

practical

measures,

which will

all of

us

should

answer as

Smart

result in the formation of business

Partners is: since Victoria Falls,

linkages in many economic sectors in
the region. He called for the region to
formulate strategies that promote
economic integration on an equitable
basis while guarding against the bad

have

effects of

globalization.
us in the region have

“All of

realize

to

that

the

come

ideals

of

we

done

decisions

what

actually to implement the

we

took to realize the

perspective of Smart Partnership?"
The Secretary General of the Malawi
Congress of Trade Unions, Francis
Antonio echoing President Mbeki’s
observation said; "We are really good
at talking but there is nothing happening

said
at

dialogue

“the

same

was necessary but must
time be matched with

action.”
SAID is a platform for debating
regional economic issues and is
modeled along the lines of Malaysia’s
Langkawi International Dialogue. This
year’s session is the third after the
inaugural dialogue held in Kasame,
Botswana in 1997 and second held in

President Thabo Mbeki of South

protocols had been signed by the
Southern
African
Development
Community members but were not
being put into force. Mr. Antonio said
there was danger that summits were
now being regarded as “more or less
going on a vacation (if) we continue to

Swakopmund, Namibia last year.
According to S AID’99 spokes- man
Mike Ndudzo, the Dialogue agreed that
the common challenge facing the region
is poverty and unemployment. It was
agreed that business, government and
labour
have
separate
but
complementary roles to achieve the
common objective of wealth creation.
The Dialogue also agreed that it was

Africa said SAID needed to come up
with action and not words if it was to

talk, talk and talk without action.”
South
African
Broadcasting

effective

seriously. “The question that

Corporation editor-in-chief Phil Molife

programmes.

empowerment and the search for greater
investment, growth and development
can, and indeed should be harmonized.
After all empowerment policies are only
realizable under conditions of growth.
This is

why we urge big businesses —
local and international to realize that the

quest for empowerment and
of profit need not conflict.”

be taken

the pursuit

on

the

and

ground. We should be proactive
there should be political will to

move

forward.” He said

following as the agreed way forward:
Heads of State to review the structure and operational
mandate of the SADC Secretariat or other regional
bodies with a view to strengthening its implementation

14.

capacity and its ability to initiate projects and

16.

programmes in consultation with National HUBs.
Each regional country to create an enabling macro-

17.

Ndudzo outlined the
a.

b.

economic environment in particular, fiscal balance
and to harmonize policy, standards, procedures
wherever

possible. Each regional country to create
a free trade area, a free capital
investment and savings market and provide
compensating mechanisms for level playing field.
and

15.

19.
c.

d.

2.

Heads of State agree to creation of tourism,
investment task forces or councils with seconded

designated institutions with presence in key
regions, harmonized and facilitated
by SAEX^ with a funding mechanism supported by business
and other foreign donors.
Designate free regional visa, custom and investment areas.
Amalgamate national airline into regional airline or

package tourism promotion
Upgrade power pools including use of solar.
Upgrade telecommunications inclu- ding use of
databases and cellphones

6.

Create

7.

8.
9.
10.

11.

12.
13.

Integrate programmes for capacity

aids and bilharzia

8

building for the

hospitality, customs and immigration sectors.
Provide regular and accessible briefings to the media
concerning both the good and the bad.
Involve labour in economic planning and formulation.
Business must take initiative for promoting positive
perception of the region together with the media.
Empower local communities through access to re.sources,
jobs, licenses, information, technology, infrastructure and
training.
Leather; Develop regional value adding clusters
Embark on regional health progra- mmes to combat malaria,

awareness

of smart

partnership with support of

media
e.

satellite

Globalization

Speed is of essence of decision making and action

coordinate
5.

regional mechanism for conflict resolution.

Be

staff from

investment and market

4.

Security, Peace and Stability

original as long as you maintain productivity,
competition and competitiveness

trade and

relevant

3.

regular Presidential brief with the media
Develop tripartite dialogue forums

Plan for

Cooperation to compete to provide critical mass in
production, marketing, capacity building, technology
and skill absorption.

funds for provision

Upgrade

in structures for
imple- mentation of agreed

necessary to put

Standardize, harmonize policy proce- dures, praetices,
quality, accounting, training and infrastructure.
Create awareness of the smart partnership concept and of all
business opportunities coming from regional sector
programmes and projects database.
Update database
Use joint sectoral councils for promotion of region as

Create

beacon projects:

or create business development
of credit to SME and training.

1.

number of

investment destination
18.

implement

Identifying

a

Framework for Implementation
Joint SADC patrons to designate responsible ministers
for follow up on beacon projects and set time frames
for achievements.

Designated Ministers to work with national HUBs or
other stakeholder arrangements to agree on projects
and programmes and the res- ponsibility agencies.

Designated Minister of host country to chair the council
in rotation.

Designated Ministers to report to their Heads of State
and National HUBs at least

once

every quarter

and the

joint patrons at SADC summits.
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South Africa
The Gun Culture and
Internal Security - What
Can Be Done?
Owen Sichone

Although South Africa is a violent society, and guns are used in many reported crimes, it does not really have a gun culture. Much of the domestic
and criminal violence that plagues the country does involve the use of guns.
eports in the news media about

R

women

who have been killed

by abusive partners, policepistols,
drive shootings, contract killings, random shootings in schools, army bases
and even hospitals reveal the extent of
this crime problem. Within this culture
of violence one finds no particular love
for or understanding of firearms.
Criminals merely use guns as a means
men

killed for their service

-

to

evil ends and

means

other citizens

as

a

of self-defence. The culture of

for the

right to carry ‘traditional weapright defined and so resolutely
defended by IFP leader Mangosuthu
Buthelezi. The loudest pro-gun noises
ons’,

a

have tended to

come

from the pre-

dominantly white

owners of licenced
fire-arms who have come to link their

safety and security to the possession
A survey of farmers found
for instance that although most of the
respondents lived alone with their
spouses, they had five or more fire
of weapons.

arms

in the house. "One farmer with

safes full of weapons

violence cannot be

fully understood
referring to the combined impact of economic crisis, illicit drugs,
and alcohol abuse and apartheid violence on the society as a whole and so
merely focusing on guns would be an

two

without

weapons concealed in the attic and
other places , admitted that he had too

error.

a

There is

denying the scale of the
problem of gun related crime but there
is no agreement on the solutions. South
Africa does not yet have a powerful
gun lobby similar to the 6 million memno

ber American National Rifle Association but

gun control legislation is
being resisted by groups of gun owners countrywide. So far South African
politicians have not been held to ransom by this
pressure group. South
new

Africa does however
armed

have

a

well

population. If there is

a gun culture, it is based on the claims to a Irontier tradition on the part of Boer-

Afrikaners whose

ancestors

always

carried guns. In this sense it is a nationalist claim similar to the Zulu claim
SAPEM NOVEMBER 1999

and other

many weapons but did not know what
do with them.” ' This faith in guns is

to

inherited from the

apartheid past when
siege mentality was promoted by the
National Party but has recently become
part of the post-apartheid society’s
language of disappointment. The failure

of the South African Police Ser-

vice to check the

rising crime levels,

put it bluntly, the state’s failure to
protect citizens has led many citizens
to

look for ways of protecting themselves. Guns are one of these solutions.

to

The

right to carry guns as a means
of defending lives, cars and other property has taken on a new significance
as the perception has grown that
people were safer under apartheid. Indeed apartheid encouraged the white
population to become heavily armed
and prepare for the total onslaught.
Today, South Africans still carry iden¬

tity documents that bear pages for endorsing driving offenses as well as gun
licences. When they come of age, it
would seem, citizens are expected to
have guns with which to protect their
cars. This war
mentality was very
much part of the apartheid culture of
the laager put up by the National Party
in its attempt to convince white families that they were part of an army
defending ‘Christian civilisation’ from
communists and agitators.
In post-apartheid South Africa, total onslaught siege mentality has been
redirected from the communist to the
criminal threat.

As in other parts

of
police budgets
in private police forces and vigilantism. In urban
South Africa especially, there is a
growing reliance on non-state security
the world, cutbacks in
have spawned a boom

firms. There

are an

estimated 180,000

registered security guards in the country - at least 40,000 of whom are armed.
There are also approximately 100,000
unregistered guards.’
The end of apartheid saw a significant reduction in levels of political violence. Criminal activity against person
and property has been reported in a
manner designed to alarm.
I am not
9
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saying that the crime situation is exaggerated only that it has not been
made worse by the end of apartheid as
many people longing for a return to
apartheid order believe. The crime statistics

are such that even the best police force in the world would not be
able to cope:

Over two million (2 154 570)
crimes were reported to the SAPS

1

in 1998;
More police are
of duty in South

killed in the line
Africa than in any
other country in the world;
In Johannesburg’s inner city flatland Hillbrow with a population of

1

1

half

a

million and

more

than

a

million commuters

passing through
everyday has 375 police on the
beat;
In

1

Cape Town, Mitchell’s Plain,
to the most violent drug gangs
the world has one police station

home
in

and

satellite station for 1.2

one

million

people spread over seventy
kilometres. Of the 323
police officers, based at the station
only 105 are involved in active
square

policing.’

depends. In the past, killing of business
rivals in this industry was linked to
Third Force violence designed to sow
terror among the Black population.
That some policemen were also taxi
owners
further complicated the
problem because there was no trust
between the public, rival taxi
organisations and police charged with
investigating crimes. Both licenced and
illegal guns have been used in most of

city hospitals have more experience in
treating stab and gun-shot wounds than
even
military doctors in other

the “taxi- violence.”

countries.

Armed

robberies,

especially

concerning cash in transit heists and
car hi-jackings have also involved the
use of
guns. They occur with such
frequency that they are indeed part of
the culture

of crime. The extent to

which the

society has been traumatised
is shown by the large number of
private armed security companies,
alarm and electric fencing and other
specialist firms in the security industry.
Where in the world do you have antirobbery flame -throwers fitted on a car
to burn would-be hi-jackers? The
architecture of the urban home

has

been altered

completely with panic
gadgets
reinforcing the sense of siege in this
traumatised society.
buttons and other electronic

Without guns,

violent crimes still
Rape, murder, arson, robbery
still occur with knives, petrol and

wounds and bullet wounds and it would

be

quiet easy to prove the existence of
predictable pattern of week-end
violence as an alcohol-related complex
of senseless drinking, rape, child-abuse
a

and murder. Civilian doctors at

some

In many of these crimes, guns are
essential part of the criminals’ toolkit. Certainly the gangs that carry out
an

attacks

on

cash in transit

vans

use

piercing ammunition and can y
out their crimes with military precision
suggesting that they may have military
training. The link between the recent
wars in the region and the crime wave
armour

is not

limited to South Africa. The

general public’s perception that
security has worsened under the ANC
government is reflected in the crime
statistics that show

an

in property

related robberies.

Contrary to the
politicians view that corruption has
increased under majority rule, between
1994 and 1998 there was actually a
decline in

commercial crimes

like

forgery and fraud although there

occur.
can

Every week-end, the city trauma
clinics prepare themselves for knife

well have been

increase in

an

may

news

matches, knob-kerries and other

reports on high profile cases involving

traditional weapons.
the problem of guns

the

we

have

to

So in looking at
in South Africa,
separate the issue of gun

control from that of South Africa’s
culture of violence. The solutions for
these

closely related problems

are not

Unfortunately, guns
that are one of the main
causes of the wound are
also

easy.

Guns

and thk

Ci

South Africa is

i.turk of
a

seen as a cure

and

frightened people acquire guns in order
to feel safe.

Violf.nce

world leader in

violent crime. Serial killers emerge

in
regular basis in both big cities and

political leaders.
Reported murders, rapes and
assaults were already high under
apartheid and statistics show that the
new

incidence

of such crimes has

not

1994.^

increased since

Despite this
fact, the feeling of insecurity among
the people has continued to rise. Whites
emigrating to Australia or America cite
crime

of their motivations.

as one

Blacks

rural towns. Other violent offences

setting up vigilante groups like
Cape Town based People against
Gangsterism and Drugs (PAGAD) or

including

the Northern Province-based

a

gang rape

and murder

the

are

part of routine gang initiation rituals.

and

The

instant

frequent killings of the

very law
supposed
to protect society also contribute to the
view of many citizens that law and
order has all but collapsed. Tbe use of
violence to .settle personal and group

enforcement officers who

are

Unfortunately,
the main

causes

seen as a cure

guns that are one of
of the wound are also

and

frightened people

acquire

guns in order to feel safe.
Criminals thus need to be well armed

justice mobs have bought into
police are ineffective
or corrupt and that the courts are
lenient. Businesses protected by
Mapogo for example, have publicly
.stated that the police are incapable of
providing the .security that they have
gratefully accepted from the vigilantes.
The challenge to the state have created

incomes start to fall, ‘taxi-violence’
follows

discussed is the close association

suspected

and

between violence,

criminals

the

Even business

competition and sports
usually turn into violent
confrontations. When a profitable taxi
rivalries
route

becomes over-subscribed and

resulting in the deaths of the
whom the industry

passengers upon

10

to

drugs and alcohol.

level

the idea that the

overpower their victims and the first
thing they do when they break into a
bouse is look for the gun cabinet.
Indeed the killing of policemen and
traffic officers appears to be mainly
aimed at obtaining their service pistols.
What is well known but rarely

differences has almost become normal.

Mapogo

smaller street

numerous

stress

between

the

democratic

constitution that guarantees numerous
human rights, including those of
on

even
convicted
hand and a still

one
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traumatised

population

The state has
criminals in

no

on the other.
choice but to protect

Ratio per

groups

murderer in order to execute the

he is out of police
custody. Clearly, there is something
wrong with the South African criminal
justice system.
The easy access to firearms among
both the criminals and the vigilante
self-protection groups is in part a result
suspect

once

of the commercialisation and

mass

1995

1996

1997

Murder

66.6

64.3

61.1

56.9

Attempted Murder

67.8

64.3

67.5

65.1

210.8

194.1

159.2

161.2

105.3

115.2

119.5

120.6

566.0

535.8

545.6

542.2

481.0

497.3

486.2

466.8

Breaking - Residential
Housebreaking - Business
Other Robbery

566.0

591.7

583.6

576.7

221.1

209.4

208.1

204.9

80.5

99.1

122.0

121.8

Stocktheft

112.0

108.2

99.0

99.2

Shoplifting
(motor vehicle)

166.5

152.8

147.3

147.5

Theft

258.9

245.0

426.8

409.6

Theft from motor vehicle

453.3

460.2

426.8

407.6

Other Theft

949.3

941.3

900.3

896.9

Aggravated Robbery
Social Fabric Crimes

Rape
Assault

(GBH)

Common Assault

Property Related Crimes
House

manufacturer

arms

of whose many
involved in the

some
are

production of handguns. These are
aggressively marketed through the
national media and sustain

a

sizeable

guns trade. On the classified
adverts pages of local dailies adverts
like the ones below appear next to
others for liqour licences, security

legal

courses

Source: Incidence of Serious

Crime, January - December. SAPS. pp8

and tombstones:

rrSTIMETOSTOPCRIME!!
Lorcin 7.65mm...R855
Lorcin9mm SHORT...R890
Norinco 9mm PARA...R875

Shooting Courses available
USED GUN EXCHANGE

Shooting Course with Certificate
Best prices
WEBUYGUNS FOR CASH
Russell 337-3665

BESTPRICES AND VALUEEVER
Pistols from...R495
Revolvers from.. .R795‘’

Needless to say, the more legal guns
there are, the easier it is for the illegal

market to obtain stolen firearms. The

campaign by the government to
increase gun control regulations which
is supported by groups like the Gun
Free Society of South Africa are
clearly on the right track. What is
lagging behind is the political will to
apply the gun free philosophy to South
Africa’s neighbours many of whose
wars are
supplied by South African
war

materiel dealers.

informants have indicated that they
strongly believe that South African
criminals
obtain
guns
from
Mozambique and other neighbouring
countries. They seem to be ignorant of
the fact that their country is Africa’s
biggest arms manufacturer. This
scapegoating shift the blame for the
high crime rates and fuels the
xenophobia. Clearly the end of the
my

Mozambican

left

war

lot of weapons

a

lying around in the countryside and
some

of these

were

Africans but there

sold to South

shortage of
guns in the country anyway. The
perception unfortunately is that ‘We
was not

In

and

SADC Security

on-going research on
xenophobia in Cape Town, many of
my
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the role

of South Africa in

arming the

continent cannot be underestimated. As
weapons manufacturer and exporter.
South Africa has a major role in

a

preventing the proliferation of
weapons in the SADC region and other
parts of the continent. The South
African military possesses the largest
stockpiles of war material in the region.
Some of these weapons have been
destroyed but not before eriminal
elements had managed to get some of
them both for internal and foreign
distribution.

As

the

national

Conventional Arms Control Commi-

the

chaired by Kadar Asmal
has
reported to parliament, surplus
weapons belonging to various
government departments will in future
be destroyed and not sold by tender as
before <http://www.dispatch.co.za/

that South Africa manufactures and

199/02/27/south africa.html>.

never

had AK-47s in

our

cities until

Maputos and other
illegal
immigrants came’. Thus the solution
to the problem is to get rid of them.
This scapegoating is one that ignores
retails small

arms on a

and that Mozambican
are

not

the main

source

massive scale
war

surpluses

of weaponry.

In 1992 when
at

its

political violence was
highest, less than three percent

of murders

were

committed with

an

AK-47.

Although it is easier to show how
War SiiRPi.usKs:

Guns

100 000 of the Population

1994

South Africa’s state-owned

training

census results

Violent Crimes

production of weapons in South Africa.
Denei (formerly part of Armscor) is

subsidiaries

1991

based on estimates calculated form the

situation where

vigilante
have been known to collect
money from neighbours in order to pay
the bail for a suspected rapist or
a

Figures

over-armed South African households

(for

example there are
approximately four million licensed
firearms for two million legal owners).
are

ttee

This is not to say that small arms
be obtained from other sources.

cannot

Indeed Eastern

Europe

seems to

be

a

source of weapons for many of
the continent's bandit armies including

major

UNITA.

Of

course

when

South

African weapons are used within
SADC then the issue becomes a bit
more

A

difficult.

comparison of the 1994

-

1997

annual increase in the crime ratios (per
100 000 of the population) related to

11
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specific crime categories (i.e. only
categories 20<= per 100
000 of the population annually). These
levels of weapon availability coupled
with society’s high levels of violence
in both domestic and public life do not
augur well for democracy. Both the
South African government and the
United Nations agree that excessive
accumulation of light weapons fuel
high levels of crime, violence and civil
those crime

The economic

traditional, Christian and

with

goods from heavy
goods vehicles also supplies the stocks

conceptions of man-centred society.
To be a proper ‘madoda’ means preparedness and ability to take and inflict pain. I call it warped masculinity because it is taken out of the context of war where it may have made
sense to learn to be violent against foreign enemies. To be violent against
one’s own wife and children is clearly

of retail outlets in both the formal and

abnormal.

problems associated
high unemployment are directly
related to the high crime figures. The
main problem however is that crime
is a major industry and the whole
‘chop-shop’ used car and car spares
industry drives the car-jacking which
has become

and

more

violent.

more

Theft of consumer

invented

All the above factors combine to

strife. The crime statistics for South

informal markets

Africa prove

rica.

create a

of such

people do not settle their differences
by talking but by eliminating each
other. Placing guns in that culture
worsens the casualty figures hut to a
certain extent, people and not guns are
the killers. Other weapons will still he
used by those bent on asserting themselves by removing opponents from
society.

this point and the decision
destroy both confiscated weapons
and the police service’s own substantial
stockpiles will go a long way in
creating the conditions for a gun free
society, or at least a society in which
guns do not play a central role in
providing security to families and
to

their property.

across

Southern Af-

Unemployment is not the cause
operations. The perception
that crime pays for many big operators and that easy money can be made
from robberies is certainly a factor in
enticing young men into gang-related
criminal activities. As the profits of
crime rise so does the gap between
the police and the criminals widen in
favour of the criminal.

InTKRNAL StX'L'RITV:

The

Wh.at Can Be Done?
The issue of violent crime has dominated the front pages of the news media for a number of years. It has be-

the

yardstick by which white
South Africa especially, judges the
performance of the ANC government.
The last elections were significant in
allowing the liberal Democratic Party
replacing the conservative New National Party as the main opposition in
parliament. The campaign slogan of the
DP “The guts to fight back” focused
attention on winning back what had
come

been lost to criminals.

White South Africans

only

are not

the

who think that violent crime
has gone out of control since the ending
ones

of

apartheid. The levels of violence in
townships have always been
high hut there is a real sense of siege
especially among women and children
whose security is routinely violated
even in their own homes. Newspaper
reports like “688 attacks, 118 arrests,
0 convictions” (Cape Argus 1999/1/2)
or “Home: the place SA women fear
the black

most” mail and Guardian

illustrate

some

frustration that

(1998/12/12)

of the fear and
has

gripped the

population.
Solutions to

this problem
grouped into the following;
1 Economic (growth)
1

Political

1

Alchohol and

1

1

12

can

be

(will)

drugs
Warped Masculinity (dodaism)
Culture of Violence

politics of law and order are
quite complex. The unreformed South
African police still has the old guard
in charge at the top. One rarely sees
black and white officers patrolling together, and white areas of town are
better policed than the black townships. Most important of all, the democratic human rights values that the
post-apartheid state demands of its
police force have proved too difficult
for officers accustomed to violent
means

of policing to

adapt to. The new
police force
that may be.

South Africa needs

expensive

a new

as
The breweries, distillers and
winemakers are as much to blame for
South Africa’s

week-end

crime

the

dispensers of illicit crack
cocaine or dagga. Although the ANC
health policy has taken a hard line
against tobacco, the attitude towards
waves as

alcohol is

one

of tolerance. A

more se-

rious

approach to changing the drinking habits of South Africans is required if the violence of the shebeen
and the nightclubs is to be checked.
Given the revenue potential of the
brewing industry, it is unlikely that
controls like the ones imposed on cigarettes

will be introduced

soon.

If any

thing, the liberalisation of liquor licensing and the legalisation of dagga
are more likely to be implemented by
South Africa’s parliament.
The drinking habits of South Africans cannot be separated from the exaggerated machismo of the emasculated

colonised male. What I have

called ‘dodaism’ is

a

combination of

culture of violence in which

Nevertheless the control of guns
and the

promotion of a more tolerant
political culture is necessary if the
South African culture of violence
based

combination of machismo,

on a

alcohol and
and

drugs, unemployment
incompetent policing is to he
The South

overcome.

African gov-

has

policies in place for
achieving some of these changes especially on gun control hut unless the
other sources of the problem of violent crime and regional instability are
tackled at the same time, they are
unlikely to score significant victories
ernment

in the short term.
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News in

Brief

Angola
Angola Announces Capture

Africa

-

the laat three

SADC

montha

Uganda: The Netherlands government
will stop financial assistance to Uganda
if the government doesn’t cut her defence
expenditure Dutch minister for
development and cooperation said.

August 1999

Somalia:

Arms and ammunition which

being transported from Fraax,
Mudug Region (central Somalia), for a
were

opposed to the Ethiopian
government were stolen in Balamballe.
Galguduud Region (central Somilia)

rebel group

28

August 1999

Malawi: A Malawian government official
confirmed that

Botswana

tured Bailundo, Huanibo and Andulo
from Jonas Savimbi’s UNITA rebels.

Ruling Party Sweeps

It in a statement, it did not specify
when he locations were retaken.

To Victory

August 1999

28

an

Of Rebel Strongholds

Brief

Luanda: The Angolan government recently announced that its forces had cap-

Agust
27

IN

Eritrean who died in

custody was shot by police as he resisted
deportation a week ago. The official
speaking on condition of anonymity,
contradicted earlier claims by Malawian
authorities that the man had died in jail
after arriving from Ethiopia in ill health.
Several others among a total of 25
Eritreans detained and then expelled as
illegal immigrants were also injured by
police.

in

Botswana

Gaborone: The Botswana Democratic

Party (BDP) swept 33 of 40 seats in the
nation’s Parliament, almost wiping out
the opposition which had gone into election holding 13 seats. The historical op-

emphasised, however, that “the
Angolan armed forces backed by the
police and civil defence are taking the
It

areas

position party, the Botswana National
Front (BNF) picked up six seats, four
more than they had when Parliament was

Mozambique

dissolved, and the breakaway Botswana
Congress Party (BCP) was reduced to a
single seat, its leader defeated and 10 of
its MPs sent to

political oblivion. It had

split from the BNF in 1998 and voters
seemed set to punish them.
Mogae has now firmer control of the
ruling party than ever. The BCP, trying
to put the best spin on its dramatic reversal, said it would regroup, stand behind its leader Mike Dingake and would
never rejoin the BNF. Dr. Kenneth
Koma, returning to Parliament as opposition leader, was equally adamant that
BCP was a spent force and could only
return to a unified opposition on an individual basis. Two smaller parties were
never in the picture.

China Delivers New
Parliament Building

Maputo: Mozambique
handed

Africa Consensus Commission.
Consensus will

The

push for cancellation of

African and Third World debt, debt that
has

already been paid over and over again.

The Consensus will also take forward the

call for the the North to stop
as

a

means

to

enforce

using debt
structural

adjustment policies so as to dominate
Africa.

30

August 1999

the Chinese government.
The Chinese deputy foreign

minister,
Pieding Ji, formally handed the new
building over to the assembly’s first
deputy chairman, Abdul Carimo, who
said

Blantyre: Chiefs in Malawi have asked
government to consider changing its
school calendar because the current one
interferes with initiation ceremonies
among the country’s ethnic groups.
Chief Kalembo of the southern district of Machinga, President Bakili
Muluzi’s home, told ministry of education officials, who were on a

familiarisation visit of the area, that govemment should revert to giving pupils
school vacations in August and September instead of November and December.
“We hold initiation rites in August

back, the defence minister said.

tural values should not be

capital of Bujumbura early

ther.
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agreement

with China
provide all

the necessary equipment and furniture
for the normal functioning of the

South Africa

yesterday and at least 41 people were
killed in fighting before the rebels pulled

Burundi

the

establishes that it will also

Chiefs Say Malawi’s

and September because during November and December people are busy in
their gardens,” he said.
Kalembo said while the chiefs appreciated the importance of education, cul-

Burundi: Ethnic Hutu rebels attacked the

China has

parliament.

Malawi

August 1999

Kenya: Debt activists have established an

-

the Mozambican

parliabuilding for the functioning
of the Assembly of the Republic.
The building cost about six million
US dollars, and was totally financed by
over to

ment a new

Inflation Rate Plummets

School Year Interferes
With Culture
29

from UNITA in order to establish

authority and administration.”

state

ignored, ei-

In South Africa

Cape Town: South Africa - South
Africa’s inflation rate has dropped to its
lowest levels in 31 years, beating all

expectations and improving the outlook
for the economy.
Statistics South Africa said the headline consumer price index (CPI) had dedined to 1.9 percent in September, down
from 3.2 percent in August and 4.9 percent in July.
It marks the first time since 1980 that
South Africa’s inflation rate has been
better than that of the United States at
2.3 percent.
Economists believe that core infla-

tion, which excluded mortgage rates and
some volatile elements, was still high at
7.9 percent.
Interest rates have

plummeted from
their

massive 25.5 percent a year ago to
current levels of 15.5 percent.
a
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Uganda: At least three suspected
witchdoctors have been killed by angry
villagers in Uganda recently following
increase

an

in

cases

Rest

THE

of

of

Africa

Senegal

Sierra Leone

WFP Condemns Violence

Sierra Leone’s President

Against Aid Workers

Brings Rebels Into

child

Government

disappearances police spokesman said.
Dakar: World Food

against aid workers in Somalia.
It said this in

of its staff members

the

Buur. No

could

have

been

assassinated
a

by government operatives,
Unita official said yesterday.

senior

Joao

Ngalanbombe Jacob was found
on Saturday lying alongside the

after two

a statement

Angola: A Unita parliamentarian found
dead in the Angolan capital Luanda at
weekend

Programme has

condemned the continued violence

1999

were

shot at at el

hurt in the

shooting

The incident occurred four

days af-

one was

incident.

main road south of Luanda that leads

convoy carrying WFP food came
under attack by gunmen near Mahaddy,

to the

about 70 miles north of

dead

palace of President Jose Eduardo

1999

chiefs

opened in the mountain kingdom
yesterday with calls for a
revised regional defence and security
protocol to help end conflicts.
of Swaziland

found in

in-

1999

Nigeria

grave in Guinea-Bissau and
authorities believe forces loyal to

rebellion.

arms

and feet

were

tied up.

September 1999

Algiers: Algerian rebels killed seven
people at a bogus roadblock in the
worst reported attack since the country
voted overwhelmingly 13 days ago to
approve a peace plan, a newspaper said
yesterday.

portfolios
assigned to the rebels were energy and
power, trade and industry, tourism and
culture, and lands, housing and country
planning.
The four ministers are Alimamy Pallo
Bangura, Mike Lamin, Jumu Jalloh and
Peter Vandy, representing both the Revolutionary United Front (RUF) and the
supporters of the Armed Forces Revolutionary Council (AFRC) that briefly
toppled Kabbah.

Guinea

Lagos:

U.S.

Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright has urged Nigerians
to complete the task of political reform
to underpin the restoration of civilian
rule. In the major address of a six-nation African trip, she said in the Nigerian capital Abuja that she could see
Africa’s most populous nation rising
again as an economic powerhouse and a
“signpost for others in search of freedom.”

Obasanjo has already
Nigeria’s democratic institutions,” Albright said at the
headquarters of the Economic Community of West African States, a regional
economic cooperation forum.
“The steps still to come Include the
repeal of the last repressive laws, the
return of Nigeria’s judiciary to its former
done much to restore

September 1999

Mbabane: A Swaziland newspaper
editor arrested by police appeared in

yesterday and was
the criminal libel of the
court

charged with
King’s bride-

Bheki Makhubu, who

sacked from his

was

Job last week after he
urged King Mswati III against further
marriages because it could expose him
to the HIV virus, was detained by
police on Sunday.

-

Bissau

Democracy

“President

14

the rebels’ two main leaders.
The radio said that the four

The victims had been shot

in the head and their

to-be.

president,
Kabbah, has reshuffled his
government bringing in four rebel ministers in line with a July peace accord to
end the country’s civil war, state radio
reported yesterday.
The reshuffle followed a symbolic ceremony in the capital Freetown launching the disarmament of an estimated 45
000 fighters - a process delayed for several weeks by the late return home of
Ahmad Tejan

Nigeria Hailed For

president Joao Bernando Vieira
executed them during a military

28

Freetown: Sierra Leone’s

a

former

28

were

people were
killed and reportedly a dozen were
wounded in the ensuing battle.
The 35-truck convoy, which was carlying 660 tons of maize to beneficiaries
in famine-hit areas, was able to complete
its journey to Galgadud Saturday.
“These incidents are completly
unacceptable,” Mohamed Zejjari, WFP
Regional Director for Africa, said.

Fourteen bodies have been

:

Mogadishu.

volved in the incident but 10

Swaziland: A two-day meeting of
Southern African defence and security

Lisbon

ter a

No WFP staff members

dos Santos.

Brief

in

renown

and the consolidation of civil-

ian control of the

military. These are the
long-term changes which will ensure
that, this time, democracy has come to
stay,” she added.

Mass Grave Found

in

Guinea-Bissau With Remains
Of At Least 22 People
Bissau: The remains of at least 22

people

believed to have been executed in 1985
have been found in a mass grave in
Guinea Bissau, whose authorities say the
executions were a political crime committed by the Nino Vieira regime.
The

country’s attorney-general

(Amine Saad) recently visited Portugal

formally request
president’s extradition.
to

He said there

were

the

former

12 death sentences

passed at the time, and six of the men
were shot by firing squad.
There were
appeals for clemency from abroad, even
from His Holiness the Pope. Joao
Bernardo (“nino”) Vieira paid no heed.
Its reported though that contrary to
expectations, the mass grave did not contain just the remains of six bodies but of
22, and as the digging continues more
may be uncovered.
SAPEM NOVEMBER 1999
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nee

Israel

1 October 1999

Mogadishu: Islamic elders said
yesterday they had restored Sharia law

of Somalia, setting up a new
supreme court with its own militia and
investigators in the anarchic Horn of

R.\bin Widow Fears

in pats

Africa state. The

move

targets rampant

Jew ish Suicide Attack
The widow of Yitzhak
recently said that a Jewish settler

Jerusai.em:

banditry and interclan power struggles
in Somalia, which has lacked a central

Rabin

government and national infrastucture

prime minister’s protege and current

since 1991.

Israeli leader Ehud Barak. Leah Rabin

may

attempt a suicide attack on the

said

a

slain

settler could be driven to a

as the dream of holding
all of the West Bank and Gaza

desperare act

1 October 1999

Kenya: Kenyan President Daniel arap
Moi has joined a growing list of
African leaders to attack gays, saying
homosexuality is a ‘scourge’ that goes
against Christian teachings and African
traditions.
Moi said that Kenyans
should guard against “dangerous

practices” such as homosexuality.

on

to

within 48 hours.

Matsura, 62, graduated from To-

evaporated with the implementation of
self-rule accords with the Palestinians.

spoke as an opinion poll of 500
Israelis for Gesher, an organisation

She

kyo University’s law school and the
department of economics at
Haverford College, United States.
He started his professional career
in the Japanese ministry of foreign affairs in 1959.

successively held several poministry before being appointed assistant minister and ambasHe

sitions in the
sador

Andorra and

France,

to

Djibouti.
He chairs the committee

UNESCO World

on

Heritage and has

published six books dealing with
Japanese diplomacy, economics.
Franco-Japanese and American-Japanese

relations.

promoting tolerance, showed that 58.5
pecent of Israelis believed their society
had yet to learn the lessons of her
husband’s assassination in November

5 October 1999

Nineteen people were
injured when a bus
returning from a church outing skidded
off the road and plunged onto a railway
Cape Town:

killed and 47

line in South Africa’s Eastern

Cape

province. The crash late on Sunday
brings to 79 the number of people
killed in

a

series of bus accidents on

South Africa roads in the past

Some 4 000 settlers demonstrated on

Barak’s plans to
dimantle rogue West Bank outposts.
The protest recalled stormy scenes that
Sunday in

culminated in Rabin’s murder

by

a

right-wing Orthodox Jew.

Dakar
Japan’s Matsuura Nominated
As Next UNESCO Chief

Attackers slit the throats of
five members of the same family and
injured six children at the weekend in
the Djelfa region. 275 km south of
Algiers. An unknown number of armed
Islamists attacked the family’s house
in a working class neighbourhood on

Algiers:

the outskirts of Hassi Bahbah in the

night Saturday.

Senegal: Koichiro Matsuura of Japan
was nominated recently as UNESCO’s

general-designate by the exorganisation.
The council has meeting in Paris for

director

ecutive council of the

its 157th session since 5 October.

Matsuura, who was nominated by
the 58 members of the council after
three rounds of

voting, was chosen
from among 11 candidates, who ineluded an Egyptian, to replace the out-

6 October 1999

Lagos: Weapons belonging to the
Nigerian army have been used in recent
ethnic clashes in different parts of the

the army chief said. Chief of
Army staff Major-General Victor Main
was quoted as saying the military
country,

authorities

were now

investigating how

these weapons fell into
the ethnic militants.

the hands of

going director-general, Federico
Mayor of Spain, at the end of his second term.

Matsuura’s
mitted

12

candidacy will be subNovember

to

the

organisation’s general conference for
approval.
If he fails to get approval, the council will have to submit another nomi-
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Sarajevo Baby

is

World’s Six

Billionth Person

anger at

12 days.

5 October 1999

middle of the

Sarajevo

Seventy-two percent believed a
political killing could happen again.
1995.

Sarajevo:

United Nations

secretary-general Kofi Annan
symbolically welcome a new-born
Sarajevo baby as the six billionth
person in the world - the last billion
having been added to the planet’s
population since 1987.
The privilege went to the first
baby bom after midnight last night
in the maternity ward of the
University Clinic Centre of Sarajevo.
A UN spokesman insisted the
choice
of Sarajevo
was
a
coincidence.

“Symbolically, we have decided
the baby in Sarajevo,” UN
spokesman Douglas Coffman said.
“But there are no political or any

to honour

other

reasons

he said.

behind the decision,”

“Had the

secretary-general

been in New York, then it
have been

a

New York

would

baby.”

The United Nations decided last

month that the D6B

world’s
billion

-

the day the
population exceeds six

would be

on

-

12 October but

admitted the decision owed a

good
guesswork due to constantly
changing mortality and birth rates.
deal to
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Main Feature

Jonas Savimbi must be
arrested and put on
Horace

As

trial

Campbell

approach the twenty fourth anniversary of the Independence ofAngola, it can be said
not one year that these people have seen
peace. Even after the signing of the
Bicesse Accords in 1991, the majority of the peoples were held hostage by the military activities of Jonas Savimbi and the military section of UNITA.
we

that there is

he

killings, sufferings and de
on the
Angolan
peoples in this period has been
unspeakable. All of the efforts towards
peace up to 1994 sought to conciliate
Savimbi as a legitimate leader. How-

T

ever,

struction visited

since the outbreak of the

war

in

December 1998, the new round of city

sieges, murder, rape and violence can
only stop when Jonas Savimbi is either arrested or rendered militarily incapable in Angola and Southern Africa.
Savimbi and the

military wing of

UNITA have built up the most formidable military/commercial network in

Africa and

nearly every government
region of Southern Africa is
compromised by association with the

The validation of the lives and hu-

manity of the Angolan peoples should
precedence over the activities of

take

those who

are involved in war as a
business. The United Nations has dithered since 1994 always promising new

sanctions if Savimbi did not hand

over

Bailundo and Andulo to state administration. When the UN Special Representative in

Angola, Alioune Blondin
Beye, realized that Savimbi’s network
extended far beyond Southern Africa
he had begun to use his experience as
a
diplomat in West Africa to expose
the linkages between certain governments

in West Africa and Jonas

make this exposure

consensual definition of

South Africa

ment across

usually cited as the
two most heavily involved in supporting Savimbi. If the leaders of SADC
were

are

serious about the

implementing

of UN sanctions, then there could be
no

resupply of food, fuel, weapons and

have proven more
United Nations.

It is with the limitation of

lizing military forces to assist the govof Angola would only .serve
to prolong the war. Instead, there

arrest.

should be international humanitarian

support for the people in the cities oc-

cupied by Savimbi. There should be
an

international arrest warrant for

Savimbi and the US should take the
lead in

freezing his bank accounts, and
jam the communications infrastructure
that Savimbi u.ses to fight the war and
hold hundreds of poor Angolans as war
hostages.
16

effective than the
a

mili-

tary solution, the failure of the UN process

emment

Africa. Jonas Savimbi’s

commercial and criminal networks

alcohol to the soldiers of Savimbi. Curloose talk in the SADC of mobi-

rent

in-depth revision of the
valorisation of
As well as the

Savimbi.

governments of both Zambia and

criminal networks. The societies and

an

Nation’s concept and
the Angolan citizenry.

Beye lost his life trying to
public so that the
Angolan people can live in peace.
Since the untimely death of Beye, there
has been a public UN sanctions move-

in the

tion for

and the continued killing of the
Angolan peoples that should force the
The citizens of Kuito have

Angola and its

vision for

towards the fu-

ture.

Unfortunately, the war is still being used against the Angolan people.
Nearly every leader in the SADC region is complicit in this warfare, with
the most guilty being the South African leadership. It behoves, the rest of
the region to re-engage the question of
peace to join with the women, youth,
traders, ordinary soldiers and other citi-

re-

zens

sisted Savimbi. Those in the civil soci-

tion.

ety in Angola have made urgent pleas.
They said in August that the Angolan
people want a lasting peace, social justice, good governance and the right of
citizenship, and mutual respect for the
diversity of people and cultures, which
form the Angolan Nation project.
These are the fundamental principles
for the setting of a common ground
among the Angolan people. In essence, these principles are the founda-

course

a

who

The

want

peace

CAPTl'RE OF

and reconstruc-

B.ailundo?

In the mo.st recent SARIPS

held in Harare
was

colloquium
(September 1999), it

announced that the armed forces

of

Angola (FAA) forces had entered
the town of Bailundo. Every year the
UN Security Council had threatened
that there would be

more

UNITA did not hand

sanctions if

over

Bailundo

and Andulo to state administration. On
S.4PEM NOVEMBER

Angola
until he is

August 28, 1997 the UN Security
impose ad-

five, Savimbi, who has been investing

ditional sanctions (Resolution 1127) if
UNITA did not hand over Bailundo.

can

Council had threatened to

These threats

repeated in Octo-

were

eighty

years

old. At sixty

in

army), Togo (the base for
bribing African and UN officials) or
Burkina Faso (one of tbe many bases
for diamond dealings). The budget that
Savimbi has at his disposal for fighting, moving weapons and for bribing
government officials all over the world
is more than the budget of ninety percent of the governments of the SADC
region. It is these resources that are
used for prolonging the war. Though
the military strategists and conflict

tion to the war and most directly to the
opposition to the attempts by Savimbi
to bring more death and misery behind
the myth of fighting for ethnic rights..
Every family in these two towns has
been touched by the levels of destruction, violence, rape and violation. It is
this consciousness more than anything
else that prevented Jonas Savimbi from
seizing Kuito when he started the war
again in December 1998.
From experience it can be predicted
that the strategy of Savimbi from this
point onward will be a repeat of his
strategy in 1994 when the towns of
Huambo and Uige were about to be
taken by the Angolan army. Savimbi
will try to retreat to secure bases such

resolution consultants write about

as

fighting for the past thirty five years,
still fight the war from relative
safety, whether he is based in Jamba

her 1997 (Resolution 1135) and in June
1998 (Resolution 1173). In 1993 dur-

(the base established with the assis-

ing the

Andulo

carnage in Kuito and Huambo
the United Nations had initiated its first

sanctions

against UNITA (the first
against a non state). In 1994 an arms
and petroleum embargo was imposed
on

UNITA. These sanctions

lowed
1997.

fol-

were

by

a travel ban on UNITA in
The sanctions were never re-

spected. The people of Angola were
hostages in Bailundo and the other cities under the military coercion of
UNITA. Women
lated in these

were

the most vio-

areas.

For these reasons, the assault on

of the

tance

Pentagon and the CIA),

(the most important supply

base for the

Bailundo was significant because sanetions had not stopped the rearming of
UNITA. Bailundo had become the

ful solution to the
of the country had
had created

'

a

peace-

political problems
left Bailundo and

Unita Renovado

in

Luanda. The entry
Bailundo had pierced

of FAA into
the central administrative marshalling area for the
military, commercial and propaganda
base of the

Bailundo

war.

was

In the last century,

the site of the most

sus-

tained resistance to

Portuguese colonialism. It is a historic place in the history of resistance in Angola. Savimbi
used this traditional ethnic symbol to
manipulate his linkages to the
Ovimbundiu people and orchestrated
international meetings with UN officials and other emissaries who
to entreat

him to

came

recognise the Lusaka

Accords. Savimbi had retreated to
Bailundo in November 1994 after be-

ing routed from Huambo. The Septemmilitary advances of the government had been achieved at a huge
price for the Angolan peoples.
Savimbi has counter-attacked using
long range artillery and promises to
take the war to Luanda, to an expanded
war in
Uige, in Luena and Moxico and
to strengthen the activities from
Andulo. This military strategy of
ber 1999

Savimbi demonstrates that in

a coun-

these isolated bases. The most
tant

with the

comfortable with
suggestions in the South
African media that there
very

should be

new

accords and

is the absence of

lation to

Jonas Savimbi is

peace
new

negotiations because
these negotiations
provide the breathing
space to resupply.

a

impor-

sizeable popu-

give bim
so

a bargaining card
called ‘international com-

munity’ so that he can again resupply
his forces with food aid in order to
launch his bid for power. Savimbi has
carried

acts of criminality
ordinary people of Angola are
the ones most opposed to this war. Citizens of towns such as
Malanje have
not forgotten the promise that Savimbi
made that the ‘Malanjinos will pull the
out so many

that the

train with their teeth.’ The citizens of
Luanda who rallied to expel Savimbi
from the
focused

city in 1992

on

are even more
the need to defeat Savimbi.

His threats to carry out

fare in the

guerrilla warcapital remain real threats

because it does not take

a

whole army

carry out terrorist acts
defenceless civilians. This is
to

Savimbi

controlling more than seventy
percent of the territory, there is no evidence that there is popular support for
the army of Savimbi. The war in
Angola is unpopular and soldiers of
both UNITA and FAA are conscripted.
But more than any of the military
forces, the armed men that are engaged
with Savimbi fight under the threat of
themselves as intimiof people they in-

coercion and

are

dated

mass

as

the

timidate.
The citizens of Huambo and Kuito

demonstrated to the world in 1993 that
the myth of a ‘civil war’ being fought

try like Angola (larger than France,

from the Ovimbundu heartland

Britain and

simply wartime propaganda orchestrated by tbe psychological operations
section of the Savimbi military ma-

Germany combined), with
eight fully trained and equipped battalions spread all over the country,
Savimbi could tie up the Angolan army

Moxico and Jamba. However, there
limitations of fighting from

are severe

symbol of the military operations of the
military wing of UNITA. Those members of UNITA who wanted

Huambo and Kuito in 1996, the citizens all spoke of their outright
opposi-

chine.

When this author

was

was

in

against
why the
next strategy of Savimbi will be confirming the chain of criminal activities
carried out against the Angolan
peoples.
Savimbi

must be arrested

The Lusaka Protocol of November
1994 provided for a cease-fire, the in-

tegration of UNITA generals into the
government’s armed forces (which
were to become non-partisan and civilian controlled), demobilization
(later amended to demilitarization)
under UN supervision, the repatriation
of mercenaries, the incorporation of
UNITA troops into the Angolan National Police under the Interior Minis-

try, and the prohibition of any other

police

or

surveillance organization.

■
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Angola
Both the government

and UNITA had
agreed to halt new arms acquisitions
as part of the accords. But the embargo
UNITA

on

was not

enforced, and both

sides

openly continued major arms purchases throughout the process. Savimbi
a special
civilian leader with a demo-

supposed to be granted

was

status as a

bilized army. Jonas Savimbi never accepted the Lusaka peace accords and
soon after the signing the UNITA official who signed the accord was put
under arrest in Bailundo. It

was

in 1998

after four years of violations of UN
sanctions that the SADC heads of state

criminal. What
needed is for one of the states

declared Savimbi
is

now

to

issue

a

a war

warrant

From the

for his arrest.

signing of the Lusaka

Charles

Taylor (called warlord by con-

flict resolution

specialists) exploit natu-

timber and rare genetic materials. These entrepreneurs operationalize

to the war.

an end
Savimbi flies between West

Africa and

Angola routinely despite the

the control of

UN ban

travel for UN officials. His

ral

resources

such

as

diamonds, gem

stones,

ritorial

areas

tardy. These

resources

which

within the ter-

they control mill-

resources are set

tion to generate resource

in

mo-

flows (arms,

cash, supplies, intelligence and media

coverage). Such military operations,
while appearing to be based more on
an internal logic or regionalized civilian support, are in fact more dependent
on

external resources than internal reThe military commercial /

sources.

model

can

only be operationalized

when it is linked to international

ac-

cords in 1994 to the present

the
Angolan war has spawned the whole
region of Central and Southern Africa.
In an apparent effort to cut off
the bases and support for
Savimbi, the army of Angola
invaded Congo-Brazzaville,
sent military forces in to the
Democratic Republic of the
Congo to remove Mobutu,

gram is not just another charade to deceive the peoples of the region that the

re-

networks for marketing, supplying and transporting of resources. Such

source

a

model has meant that the external

support for war is more

important than

UN and the member states want

on

pilots, the make of the aircraft involved, the flight plans and his flight
paths are known to the Pentagon, the
French military and Interpol. His communications networks
in Cheltenham and

are

open secrets

Langley. Why is

this information not before the

sane-

tions committee of the UN? This is the

question that must be answered by the
USA.
The other

question that must be
why the accomplices to the
war in Angola that operate from South
Africa are not arrested by the present
South African government. The former
apartheid operatives who send war
answered is

materials and food to the

forces of Savimbi

are ac-

complices to crimes
against the African
people. When the ANC
in

sive acts of the armed forces

opposition they deapartheid was
a crime against humanity.
There was an impressive
international campaign to

of

isolate those

was

dared that

and threatened to invade
Zambia in 1998. These often-

Angola have not limited

the

with

doing busi-

apartheid. Why

capabilities of the
Savimbi military. If anything,
the web of the military/com-

can't the ANC government led by Thabo Mbeki

mercial networks

not arrest

were

ness

wid-

and confine the

ened

forces in South Africa that

to

resupply Savimbi and vio-

beyond southern Africa
incorporate greedy leaders
and intelligence officials in

late international law? In

West Africa and Eastern Af-

rica.

many senses the
Savimbi leads

Jonas Savimbi

South

The Savimbi model of

waging war, holding citizens hostage
and linking to external networks is
now a

successful model that has been

copied with disastrous consequences in
Liberia, Somalia, Sierra Leone and
parts of the

Democratic Republic of the
a model that thrives on

Congo. This is
the

so-

called liberalization of markets

and the freedom to

move

money

and

weapons without strict national or international controls. This model that

perfected by the CIA in the era of
the cold war gave Jonas Savimbi the
leading position in money laundering,
operating offshore banking accounts
and gaining time for more war by
seeming to be reasonable and calling
for negotiations.
The model is simple. The military
entrepreneurs such as Savimbi or
was

18

internal

resources

and it is in this

con-

meaningful sanctions
against Savimbi makes sense.
text

that real and

Africa

defeat of
through
and the

USA.
The other countries in the

region

during the period of the

Zambia, Namibia, Zimbabwe
and those in East Africa and West Africa would have to cea.se their opera-

Lusaka Peace Accords when there was

tions if both the USA and the South

supposed to be sanctions, Savimbi
openly moved weapons, fuel and dia-

Jonas Savimbi

The networks of UNITA
known and all

are

well

such

as

Africans

were

serious in

as a war

arresting

criminal.

monds in violation of UN sanctions
because of the

The

emment

USA

RE.spoNsiBn,iTv of the

awareness many govofficials in the region can be
bribed. Jonas Savimbi is very comfortable with suggestions in the South Af-

The present government of the USA
bears direct responsibility for the crimi-

rican media that there should be new

nal activities of Savimbi. Those mili-

peace accords and new negotiations
because these negotiations provide the

tary
tary

breathing space to resupply. This much
is known to the ordinary citizens of the
region of Southern Africa. These citizens

wonder if the UN sanctions pro¬

IN ARRE.STING

SaVTMBI

operatives from the private milicontracting firm, MPRl, who are
seeking a private contract to train the
Angolan militar>' are the same ones that
established the smooth international
networks for Savimbi. The vast netSAPEM NOVEMBER 1999

Angola
work

tablish this

now

being employed by Savimbi
place by the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) and the Pentagon
during the cold war. The millions of dollars, sophisticated communications and

cutting off the communications and

set in

travel of Savimbi’s lieutenants, for

the

individuals (such as Jonas Savimbi)

information systems and the equipment
that was transferred to Savimbi during

paratus.

accused of atrocities and
be tried and punished.

this

gov-

in Angola, Paul Hare, the
USA representative in the Lusaka peace
process, detailed the massive amount
of time that was spent in attempting to
conciliate Savimbi in the period 19931994. The book entitled. Angola's Last
Chance for Peace omitted the role of
Jeff Davidow and those operatives
from the US security ./diplomatic net-

eminent, the present administration
must demonstrate concretely that it

work that wanted to reward Savimbi for

military leader in the Balkans who
being hunted as a war criminal and
others who targeted civilians in war

going back to war after he lost the elec-

would be tried

was

period

terest

gave

the USA

a

vested in-

in the future of the Savimbi op-

erations. These officials who

Savimbi

are

supported

still ensconced in the bu-

reaucracy and provide valuable back
channel information for Savimbi.

Though the USA proclaim that the
present Clinton administration want
better relations with the

Angolan

peace in Angola by weeding out
those officials in the State Department
wants

freezing the bank accounts, stopping
supply of food and the weapons,
and the putting out of propaganda apIn

a recent

book

on

the

so

called

peace process

tions in 1992. This book and the writ-

When the USA wanted the United

The very forces
that should be advising

against
Serbia, the apparatus of the USA was
set in motion to expose the resupply of
weapons for the Serbian army. The USA
used its listening devices to expose how
Russia was using humanitarian convoys
to bring in weapons and spare parts to
Serbia. In one much publicized interdiction, the USA used its massive in-

how

to

support

incarceration

nents
to

eration to
a

Savimbi? The US has established

B1 national commission with the govof Angola. Through this bilat-

eminent

eral

relationship the US can provide
over the Horizon ground and sea based
radar systems to detect any plane flying into Angola. This would detect the
planes that fly below radar into UNITA
tenitory.
The arrest of General Augusto
Pinochet of Chile in London has lifted
the veil off the

immunity for cold war
murderers. The international pressures
for the extradition of Pinochet to Spain,

his continued house

arrest

in London

and the avalanche of information
crimes

dental loss of life and

to

on

his

against the Chilean peoples,

have established

important precedents

from which the USA

can

follow for the

inci-

is

as war criminals. Under
these very same rules Savimbi qualifies
as a war criminal.
The USA has cer-

Balkans but

are

war

gen-

criminals in the

no information on
criminals in Africa. Is this because the linkages with

provide

the movements of
Savimbi

war

run so

the
of

1.

2.

as a war

se-

crimi-

three

grounds.
the crimes against the Angolan
people when he collaborated with
the Portuguese colonialists.
The crimes against the peoples of
the region and against Angolans
on

when he collaborated with the apartheld military machine to destroy the
lives of hundreds of thousands of

Angolans.
3. The crimes committed in Kuito,

Huambo, Uige and all those cities
where hundreds of thousands died

ings of US specialists on Angola still
treat Savimbi as a legitimate leader who
must be brought into the government
of Angola. They are still deluded by
the idea that the war in Angola is a

It is up to the ordinary people of the
region to pressure their governments to
put teeth to the sanctions against

“tribal” conflict and without Savimbi

Savimbi. The USA will not cut off the

there

peace unless Savimbi
is in the government. It was this view
that led to those who counseled the

supply lines to Savimbi as long as African governments of SADC continue

Angolan government not to

with Savimbi. It is in this respect that
the major responsibility for arresting

can

be

no

go for anall out defeat of Savimbi in November
1994.
The

reality is that the papers from
US peace institutes and from the propagandists for the Pentagon treat
Savimbi as a leader who the people of
Angola should tolerate regardless of his
present or past criminal acts. The forces
that support Savimbi and Pinochet in
the USA
vent

are

the

the US from

same

forces that pre-

signing the treaty for

the creation of the international criminal

has the most

rights lobby that
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cause

injury to civil-

ians.” Under these rules of engagement

continue.

neutralization of Savimbi.. The USA

impressive capability for

mili-

the

were

Serbia.

ons to

all exposed as compocutting off of the supplies
Why is there no similar opcut off the supply of weap-

crime “if any

edge that such attack will

the information net-

of the

a

tary operation begun with the knowl-

Savimbi is wanted

works, and cyberplatforms of the
Serbians

Rome and wrote into international law
the fact that it is

nal

Savimbi are the ones
who would like the war

formation apparatus to expose the violation of international sanctions. The
bank accounts,

meeting establishing the interplace in

deep in the national
curity apparatus of the USA?

the government of
South Africa on

Nations to enforce sanctions

can

national criminal court took

erals who

are

against the Angolan peoples.

The

genocide

tainly been active in tracking the

and in the Defense establishment who

still in contact with Savimbi. These
elements are accessories to crimes

legal instrument in July
a kind of global
Nuremberg — a permanent court where
new

1998 envisioned

court.

The international human
came

together to

es¬

between 1993 and 1994.

to

allow their citizens to do business

and

checking Savimbi lay with the

present government of South Africa.
The Defeat

of

l.EADS THROHCH

UNITA

PRETORIA

The present South African government
ranks next to the US government as

accomplices in the criminal activities of
Savimbi. The intricate

mining/mercethat emanate
hostage territory of Savimbi is well known to those
nary weapons network
from South Africa to the
in the old

apartheid networks.
19

Angola
Of the

than

fifty private airsupplies go to
government has been able

more

fields from which the
UNITA the
to

close

or

of these

cut off more than half

All

supply lines must be closed.

Those who have served as peacekeepers in the UN operations know that the
South Africans have

pride of place in

the UNITA network. The recent
nouncement

that Debeers will

no

an-

longer

misplaced because this will only intensify the capabilities of those who make
money from war. The view from the
South African foreign ministry that
Savimbi

can

be dealt with is incorrect

and supports

the agenda of those who
profit from the lucrative under the
counter business of Angola.
The very forces that should be advising the government of South Africa
how to support the incarceration of
are the ones who would like

buy diamonds from Angola implicated
only one part of the minerals/ mining/
mercenary network. Though this step
is welcome, there are the cynical who
will argue that this was more a move to
control the spiralling supply of diamonds on the world market, especially

on

in the face of new diamond fields rather

Thabo Mbeki to invite Savimbi in

than

supporting the people of Angola.
The proposed embargo on UNITA
diamonds by Debeers will only make
sense if Debeers also cut off buying of

der to facilitate his arrest. After all

far afield as
Burkina Faso and Tel A Viv. To imple-

The arrest of aircraft and the proper

UNITA diamonds from

Savimbi
the

war to

continue. For this

reason

pressure must come from outside
South Africa so that Thabo Mbeki does
more

organize another visit of Savimbi

not
to

South Africa. The alternative is for

South Africa

present at the SADC
meeting when Savimbi

was

heads of state
was

as

declared

or-

a war

nically identify Angolan diamonds as
separate from diamonds emanating

tions sanctions committee if there

from the DRC

republie. The very nature of the global diamond industry, with a global monopoly
buyer (Debeers) and thousands of traders working in both UNITA and MPLA

political will among the leaders of
SADC for ending the war in Angola.
The fact that planes can leave from
as far as Kiev through airports in East

held areas, makes diamond sanctions

makes a mockery of the so-called sanetions against Savimbi. The government
of Zambia can sit in meetings of SADC

or

Central African

very difficult to implement. UNITA diamonds were and are still heavily traded
in DRC\Kinshasa. Mobutu

DRC
rent

as an

provided

outlet for Savimbi. The

cur-

government of Kabila has had little

impact on UNITA diamonds from being traded or mixed with DRC diamonds by Congolese traders. It is
known that all diamond deals in

Tshikapa and Mbuji Mayi are tied to
the

same

dealers who

are

with UNITA.

and agree to sanctions because they are
aware that nearly all of the other lead-

have

nel who

diplomats
also

military

or
on

the diamond trade

PERSONS ON THE

throughout the region

of Southern Africa. UNITA is and will

The

be able to obtain certificates of

on

long

as

ganized for warfare and these elements
from the apartheid get rich from this
business, there will be those who want
the war to continue. The reconstruction
of the

region of Southern Africa demands peace. Those in South Africa
who feel that Savimbi can be brought
under control similar to the weakening
of Buthelezi erroneously compare the
conditions in South Africa to Angola.
The discussion within the Interstate

Security Committee of the
Organ on politics defense and .security
on military support for the MPLA is
defense and

20

possible for any decent

person to oper-

ate in a

capacity to say that they were
mediating peace. Blondin Beye thought
that his approach as an African would
more effective than Anstee’s but
Savimbi used his presence to buy time,
retrain his army and re-equip his forces.

be

Beye started to move against
Savimbi in West Africa, he lost his life.
The United Nations ended its peaceWhen

keeping operation in Angola in January 1999, a final acknowledgment that
the country had returned to full-scale
war and the mission no longer serves
any purpose. The Secretary-General,
Kofi Annan, admitted on that the UN
had its most serious failure in Africa

Congo debacle in the 196()s.

Then, the elected prime minister, Patrice
Lumumba, was murdered and the UN

secretary-general, Dag Hammarskjöld,
was killed in a plane crash. The instability that followed continues to this
day. Peace in the Congo is now inextricably bound up with peace in Angola
and the present peace process in the
Democratic Republic of the Congo can
take text book lessons of the
the UN in

errors

of

Angola.

Savimbi must be neutralized

by the

organized opposition of decent people
throughout the world. The arrest of
Pinochet should point the way. This is
an appeal for the arrest of Savimbi.
Peace is a long process that requires
healing in Angola. This prcxress cannot
begin as long as Jonas Savimbi entertain his ambition to be President of

Angola. He has demonstrated that his
lust for power will be achieved over the
cadaver of millions of Angolans. It is
time that those in collaboration with

The Role

As

person-

the

payroll of
Savimbi. The flexibility of Savimbi in
opening new fronts that can escalate in
the whole region was recently demonstrated by the skirmishes in the Caprivi
strip.
are

The South African government is
well aware of the corrosive nature of

origin.
the Angolan economy is or-

was

Africa to Zambia without interdiction

ers

Savimbi cast aspersions on her character and the siege of Kuito made it im-

since the

criminal.

policing of the airspace of Zambia and
the whole SADC region is an operation that the present US government
could support through the United Na-

the embargo on UNITA’s diamonds there is need to be able to tech-

ment

Margaret Anstee attempted to conciliate Savimbi. This effort ended when

oe

Ordinary
ReCION

testimony of Eugenio Manuvakola

the machinations of Savimbi

before,

during and after the signing of the acimportant evidence in
demonstrating that the present feelers
for peace being promoted by Savimbi
cord should be

and his external supporters are

actually
extend the war.
The peoples of Angola were excluded
from the Lusaka process and any future peace accord should take the interest of the ordinary people of Angola
part of the strategy to

before those of Savimbi and his generals. Current overtures by Savimbi to
sections of the

European Union call-

a mini-partitioning
should be exposed.

ing for

of Angola

Savimbi be exposed and arrested as accessories to crimes against the African

people. The task of building peace from
is a long and slow process. Regional cooperation between truly democratic peoples in Southern Africa must
be the basis for peace in Angola and
the Congo. Peace cannot be left to the
United Nations and experts. Potentially,
were both Congo and Angola
democratic states, they would be a major
war

force for reconstruction and self devel-

opment in the region. Right now, even
with their rich

potential, the

resources

organized for warfare. It is from the
depths of the destruction that has taken
place that the peoples of Angola and
the Congo will rise to move to a new
mode of politics beyond militarism.
are
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The Zambian

Leadership &
Running

Gun
Trade in Human

Usual in an
already dirty portfolio. What is the role of the SADC?
Suffering is Business

as

Rodger M.A. Chongwe

unfolding in the high political echelons of SADC has forced me to ask our leaders
region what v s the intention of the founding fathers of SADC. These being former Presidents, Julius Nyerere of Tanzania, Sir Seretse Khama of Botswana, Kenneth Kaunda of Zambia,
Samora Machel of Mozambique and Dos Santos of Angola, in founding SADC. Was it to create an
exclusive Club of the leadership with the purpose of suppressing human rights in the region and
allowing its leaders to engage in acts of terrorism which endanger the lives of millions of their own
What has been
in the

citizens?

T

hese

questions

are

being asked

in the face of revelation of gun

running involving the political
leadership in Zambia. The weapons of
war are being sold by the political leadup the muscle of the
Movement for the Total Liberation of

ership to shore

Angola (UNITA) led by Dr Jonas
Savimbi.
Tut; Zambian 1991

Oc

rOBKR

est in UNITA

dence

Party which had run
independence from Great Britain in 1964 was defeated at the polls
by the Movement for Multi Party Democracy, a relatively new political
party only registered as a political party
in December, 1990. The leadership of
the party comprised an amalgam of
people who by and large knew very
since

little about each other. From the moment this political party took office its

Minister, then Vernon
Mwaanga and the new President, Mr
Chiluba sought to establish contact
Foreign

Before this, there had

been contact

only with the national
government of Angola under M.P.L. A.
The

new

Zambian Administration

also established links with the apartheid regime in South Africa at a time
when the United Nations and the

Organisation of African Unity were
shunning that regime. The major inter¬
SAPEM NOVEMBER 1999

colleague in Angola that his DeArmy
Commander, Generr' Simbeye, were
gun-running without his knowledge or
fence Minister and the then

The interest

sanction.

the time

personal and not naby many of us that
linkage between drugs and
was

tional. It is believed
there

was

from Zambia and elsewhere and

stones

the money laundering process, all activities for which the leadership of the

country is now notorious.

However, the gun running continAngolan Government sent
official protest to the Zambian Gov-

ued and the
an

ernment in March 1998. This was

af-

the

Angolan Government had intercepted a weapons shipment sent by

ter

Zambian officials to UNITA.

Gun Running

In the October elections of 1991 in

Indepenthe country

his

was the diamonds,
which UNITA controlled in the territories in Angola, which were under it.
power at

Ei.KC'TIONS

Zambia the United National

with UNITA.

for the Zambians in

Metex

a South African registered company linked to Mr Ben Mwila
and the Head of Security Xavier

Corporation,

Years later, before and after the

signing of the Lusaka Peace Aecord in
1994 contact between senior members
of the Chiluba Government and Unita

Chungu had sold the.se arms to UNITA.
The Angolan Government then threat-

have continued. The interest in dia-

ened to invade Zambia unless the

monds extended to the lucrative trade

ments

in

arms supply to Dr Savimbi ’ s UNITA
Movement. This started when Mr Ben

Mwila
was

was

Minister of Defence. He

removed from that

position in Deoccupied that

cember 1997 after having

position since 1991.
When an attempted coup took place
in Zambia in October 1997, there was

speculation at the time that
Angola was poised to attack Zambia.
strong
The

reason

of the

for such action

on

the part

Angolan Government was as a
of intelligence reports it had re-

result
ceived of Mr Chiluba’s and his Ministers’ involvement in the sale of weapons of war to Dr Savimbi’s Movement.
It is for that reason that as a face sav-

ing

measure,

Mr Chiluba had to show

shipstopped. They stopped immediately only to start some time later. After

all, the

man

Mr Chiluba had ap-

pointed, as his Vice President to replace Brigadier General Godfrey
Miyanda, Lt General Christon Tembo
was himself already into arms sales to
Savimbi’s UNITA.

the allegaallegations
deemed untrue by the United Nations
and the Organisation Of African
Unity’s teams, fresh allegations are
being made. However, it has now come
to the attention of many political
Hardly

tions

were

one year after
made and these

watchers in Southern Africa that there
are

strong indications that some mem-

bers of the team

were actually bribed
by the regime in Zambia and Dr.

21

Zambia

Savimbi and

even

taken to wrong

places for fact finding. There would
be some truth in these allegations as the late.st circumstances of
the deportation of Mr Hugo Baptista
appear to

from Zambia lend credence to connivance

by Government in removing the

main link

man

in the chain of arms sup-

ply to UNITA. Under normal course
of things, a criminal charge would have
been laid against him after his exposure. His exposure should have taken
place under the verification team.
The reports suggest that Mr Baptista
was the person who received weapons
brought in trucks belonging to compa-

Torkoph,

Africa to confer with the President of

both shareholders in Aero Zambia

that country. He has already been to
Zimbabwe and Malawi. His next ports

ment are

Limited,

arrested
difficulty
leaving Lusaka through the International Airport. The Chairman of both
Chani Enterprises Limited and Chani
Torkoph
no

a Mr Moses
Vice-Chairman
of Aero Zambia Limited.

Katumbi who is also

Independent Press in Zambia,
Newspaper and Afronet, a human rights organisation has written to
champion the plight of the people of
Angola and of Zambia and called on

If indeed the Zambian leader is con-

and security of the
people of the D.R. Congo, does not his
alleged involvement in the illicit sale

Minister. Also
heavily implicated, Xavier Chungu,
Director of Intelligence, Enock

cerned for the peace

Kavindele, former Minister of Commerce, Vernon Mwaanga, Chairperson

of

charge of Publicity and

former Minister of Finance.
Others
the guns

22

allegedly also involved in

deals but outside the govern-

however

have any of this peace message for Angola, a country directly involved in fighting in the Democratic
Republic of the Congo on the side of
Mr Chiluba’s buddy, President Laurent
appear to

Kabila.

C0NCI.lISI()>

arms

SADC does not appear to be carrying
out the mission, which its founding fathers set for the

organisation. That of

right have both been accused of complicity in arming UNITA

president of Zambia to take rememeasures including resignation
from public office to save life. However, instead of doing anything positive, Mr Chiluba is undertaking an extensive safari in the region supposedly
selling his peace plan for the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

Energy Minister and Keli

in the MMD in

Mozambique

and Botswana. He does not

the Post

dial

Information and the late Ronald Penza,

a

of call will be Namibia,

The

the

Walubita, Foreign

was

great

Fisheries Limited is

and Chani

Mwila

aircraft company regis-

but somehow had

nies named Chani Fisheries Limited

Christon Tembo, Vice President, Ben

an

tered in Zambia.

Presidents Mbeki left and Chiluba

Enterpri.se Limited. These
companies are registered in Zambia
and allegedly owned by Mr Chiluba
through his son Miko Chiluba. The others in his cabinet who are allegedly
involved in the gun running are

Derrick and David

to

the rebel movement in

Angola disqualify him from undertaking such errands? Is there no more
morality left with our leaders in SADC
that they should allow such callous
behaviour by one of their colleagues?
Mr Chiluba has

so

far been to South

being an instrument for economic regional development. This regional
economic development is meant to ensure benefit for the people of the region. These benefits include peace,
security and development under the
rule of law. I suppose that the leadership of the region will continue to try
to

bolster the character of the Zam-

bian President
ous

that it is

human

a

even when it is obvimammoth task beyond

capacity. Like

so many other
this group of

African leaders of today

Zambian

plunderers is bereft of any

redeeming features.
Roockr M.A. Choncvvk is ChairPERSON
OE

Liberai. Procressive From

Zambia
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Mozambican elections:

will the last be the best
Manuel-de-Araujo has master in Policy studies, is currently pursuing post Graduate studies at the School of
Oriental and African

studies University of London

Despite the scepticism of various both national and international sectors in the pre-registration
period, Mozambicans are showing once again their (as in 1994) commitment to peace and
democracy.
he

registration process recently
was an overwhelming
success. 7.1 million people,
representing more than 85% of eligible
voters registered. National
and
international observers who closely
monitored the process are describing
the process as an example not only for
Africa but also to the world. According
to the most skeptical observers, the
prospects for election in 1999 were at

T

ended,

least bizarre. There

are more

than

enough reasons for this scepticism. The
government set up the dates for the

late. Another
reason for this skeptimism was the fact
registration

process

that November and December

are

the

rainy season in the country.The two
major parties FRELIMO and
RENAMO played a significant role in
the late setting of the dates for election
what made observers suspect that there
was a tacit agreement between them
to postpone the elections. It was to
FRELIMO’s advantage to postpone the
elections since the party would remain
some

more

months in power,

thus

leading the transition to the new
millennium. For the

opposition it
would give them more time for
fundraising as well as for internal
realignment since there is evidence of
factionalism within the party. At least
sources near to the ruling party see that
reason as the only one behind the
successive posponment of RENAMO
Congress. The volt-face came about
when RENAMO made clear that in the

of a postponment

of the elections,
the current government was no longer
legitimate to run the country. Thus,

case

RENAMO would ask for

an

interim

government! It should be noted that this
claim is

as

old

as

RENAMO itself.

SAPEM NOVEMBER 1999

RENAMO, the main opposition, have
strong support in the central part of

Mozambique, namely in Sofala,
Manica, Tete, Zambezia,

as

of North of the country,

province

were

well

as

part

in Nampula

in the last elections

(1994) RENAMO beat FRELIMO.

Technically speaking, the elections

while crime, and

security concerns are
problems of the past. However the
problem is that people in the rural
areas, where the majority of voters live,
do not understand statistics! What they
want is better living conditions.
Unfortunately for the ruling party, the
macroeconomic

is not yet

success

could not be held this year. Thus
the need for certain ammendments to

‘trickling down’ to the masses!
On the other hand, the opposition,

the law. Those amendments took

now

place at a special session on 31 August,
when the Mozambique parliament
unanimously approved the amen-

prioritise

ments.

On 1

September, President Joaquim

Chissano announced the election

3rd and 4th December.
days later, the National
Commission for Election published the

days as the
Three days

Electoral Calendar.

According to the law, between
requisites, the presidential
candidate has to present not less than
10 000 nomination signatures.
Chissano who registered at the
Supreme Court on Friday (9th
October), presented 30,000 signatures,
while Dlakhama came up with a
other

modest 16,000, but 6,000 more than
what the law prescribes.
The Electoral

campaign takes place

from 19 October to 30 November.

According to the calendar, results
must be

announced at

provincial
by 11 December and at national
level by 18 or 19 December.
This is a major innovation since in

level

the

1994 elections results

announced at national level

were

only.

FRELIMO cadres believe that

in a coalition (Electoral
Union) led by RENAMO will have to
on social
result of the impact of

issues as a
both structural
adjustment, the civil war as well as
corruption and mismanagement.
The war destroyed most of the
infrastrucrure making the poor even
poorer. To make things worse, the
government was forced to implement
a Structural adjustment programme,
that affects the
With

same

structural

vulnerable groups.

adjustment the

government had to privatise most of
then state owned

companies. One of
increase
unemployment.Another adverse

the consequences was to

of the

consequence

adjustment
Mozambique

Structural

programme

in

the cashew
sector. The World Bank pressured the
Mozambican government to abolish
the tax on export of cashew nut.
This resulted
to

India,

was on

on an

but

increase in export

left

the

national

industry without raw material, thus
leading to the closer of several
industrial units, leaving thousands of
workers without employment.
In order to

reverse

the trend, the

December is

Mozambican government passed a new
law that calls for the protection of the

economy

national

good timing since the
is doing well. Inflation has
dropped to levels never experienced

industry. This is against the
prescriptions.

World Bank
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J

Mozambique
Sofala is the bastion of the
thus there will be

opposition,

need for great

no

effort.

During our recent visit to the central
region of the country (Manica, Sofala,
Tete and

Zambezia),

we were

of the

impression that there would be a fierce
battle, but at the end the Electoral
Unions will be the

likely winner. It is
people in the bars
or in the local market arguing that the
current government looks only to the
not

unusual to find

South where most of its leaders

come

from.

challenge for FRELIMO
policy. Despite efforts done
by Chissano to appoint more and more
The main

is its

own

ministers

from

central

the

and

regions of the country, people
are each
time asking for more.
Chissano managed to appoint most of
the governors from that region, a
practice that his predecessor (Samora
northern

Chissano and Dhlakama the

presidential hopefuls in Mozambique

Machel)

According to

some

World Bank will react,

analysts, the
thus blocking

further reductions in the Mozambican
debt. This

seems to

issues in the
thus the rush
new

be

one

of the hottest

forthcoming elections,
for the approval of the

law.

medicine. Roads, at least in the

central part

of the country, with the

exception to Tete and Manica, are in
very bad conditions.
In Niassa, for example, the land
issue will be at the center of the

of the opposition due to
emerging from the
occupation of land by South African
farmers. In Zambezia poor roads,
strategy

conflicts

Main Ca.vipaign Issues

Despite the fact that the Mozambican

is performing above the
average in Sub-saharan Africa, the
impact of that performance is yet to
economy

reach the

masses.

The small traders

are

bankrupt and do not have access to
credit. Schools have been rebuilt, but
the peasants can not pay
alone books. In health

the fees, let
despite the
improvement in the rebuilding of the
then destroyed units people do not have
enough money to buy the prescribed

lack of investment, the need for a

public
tertiary
institution,
unemployment etc, will be the target
of the opposition. In Manica the
campaign will be ‘peacefull’ while
in TETE province the need for more
decentralization will be on the top of
the agenda. It is unlikely that one
could pass

through Tete without
grabbing the expression ‘Mwato
Muno’, meaning this is our land!!

never

took into account.

example Zambezia province
(the second electoral circle with 49
For

seats

out

of 250) has got seven

members (between

ministers and

deputy ministers) in the Cabinet.
However in Quelimane, the capital of
the province people continue to
see themselves under-represented at
the central government.
This and other evidence draws

of the Save River, see themselves as
victims of the South! A closer look at

of investment would at first
glance reinforce this perception. As
we know, in politics people act on
perceptions.
To worsen the picture. The Maputo
Corridor, with its megaprojets
the patterns

could not have
The number of

registered voters per province is
356,693

Cabo

(282,513)
(568,169)
(1,365,796)
(1,270,098)
(397,260)
(322,201)
(530,066)
(471,524)
(398,381)
(330,887)
(459,166)

(6,396,061)

I

Gaza

£

Maputo province
Maputo city

618,541
1,434,764
1,384,626
503,422
421,266
593,877
495,981
465,151
369,234
455,640

Total

7,099,105

5
S
•c

Zambezia
Tete

Manica

Sofala
£
2

1^

2

5

Inhambane

come

time for the

worse

Niassa

Delgado
Nampula

us

hypothesis that the results of the
forthcoming eletions will be primarily
determined by regionalism. More and
more people from the so-called North
to a

at a

ruling

of other
megaprojects in Maputo such
as the recently announced
party. The emergence

dam at

Ponta de Ouro, is

another

example cited as
that the current
government prioritises the
South given the fact that most

proof

of its members

are

from that

region.

Quite recently. Dr. Artur
a Frelimo dissi-

Vilanculos,

C/2
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;

Mozambique
of

parliamentary seats, province by
province. The 1994 figures are given

PROVINCE

SEATS CHANGE

SEATS

in brackets.

Registered parties
ACRONYMS:

1994

1999

AND THEIR

The
13

11+2

22

22

50

54

-

18

15

+

3

Tete

15

13

+

2

Manica

21

21

Sofala

17

18 -1

Inhambane

16

16

Gaza

13

13

Maputo

parties who registered are Frelimo
the
following opposition
groups; PIMO (Independent Party of
Mozambique), PALMO (Liberal and
Democratic Party of Mozambique), PT
(Labour Party), SOL (Social-Liberal
Party), Os Verdes (Mozambican Green
Party), PADELIMO (Democratic Party
for the Liberation of Mozambique),
PPLM (Progressive Liberal Party of
Mozambique), PANAOC (National
Party of Workers and Peasants), and

16

18 -2

Maputo city

PASOMO

Niassa
Cabo

and

Delgado

Nampula

4

-

an

unknown party.

The three coalitions
Source: Mozambique News Agency

publicly the
issue of a need for a regional
equilibrium in the allocation of power.
Accor- ding to him in order to balance
power there was need to appoint a
if the
President was from the South and Vice
versa. This thesis was well received
in the center and north of the country,
but

Minister

interestingly, according to surveys

expressed in several newspapers, the
idea was rejected by most of ‘southern
citizens’.
In the 1994 elections, the middle
class (teachers, nurses, medical

personel, small businessmen) in the
region of the country were
considered as RENAMO sympathisers
given their discontent over
government policies with reference to
wages, and other social benefits. In
Quelimane (capital of Zambezia
province) two former directors of the
Pre-University school, the highest
central

academic institutions at the time) were
Renamo’s list as well as the

on

Provincial Coordinator of the National
Teachers Association.
Another

reason

for

Renamo

support is the fact that most of its
leaders

from the Central

region.
It was also in the Central region
where RENAMO had its headquarters
that people lived longer with the then
rebel movement during the 16 years
of

are

The National Institute of Statistics
had assumed that there would be
about 8.3 million voters. In

90% of

eligible adults.

There were 1930 registration
brigades, of which 1902 started work
on the first day and the rest within the

first week.

Despite the complaints of opposition
leaders, it is believed that the

other material.
There
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percentage.

lack of transport

in most
districts. Three helicopters were hired
in

was

order

to

unaccessible
NGO’s

and

were

few problems. Observers (more
2600), both national (FECIV/
AMODE) and international (Carter Centre) were unanimous in considering the
process as fair. At the middle of the campaign several posts ran out of material.
We witnessed several posts not registering for days due to the lack of films, or
very
than

The Registration Process

number

smooth and there

process was

as

invaluable

were

well

remote

cover

areas.

as

-

Opposition Union), and Renamo

Electoral Union. PALMO and the

Greens will support Renamo leader
Afonso Dhlakama in the presidential

elections, but plan to run their own
candidates for

Election

parliament.

to cost

$41

million

According to data released by the
Mozambican Peace Bulletin, the
election and registration will cost about

$41 million, with the government pay-

ing $12 million, the European Commission (EC) $21 million, and other donors
$8 million (Norway $2.5 mn, Denmark
$1.5

mn,

den $1

Switzerland, Finland and Sweeach, Canada and Ireland are

mn

also contributing).

Donor funds for civic

education, observation and political par-

Observation

motorbikes

both

reality

only, 7,099,105 people registered,
representing 85.5% of those eligible.
In 1994 there were only 6.1 million,
representing 78%.
According to STAE, Manica and
Tete had the lowest registration levels,
at just over 78%; while Nampula and
Cabo Delgado registered more than

war.

According to the official results published by STAE, the Electoral
Organ, 1999 registration was higher in

bican

than in 1994.

raised for the first time

Prime

UD

(Democratic Union), UMO (Mozam-

dent, by coincidence from the South

northern

are:

and

Boats, bikes and

used

.

The

help of

businessmen

was

of

importance.
The chart below, published by the
Mozambican News Agency, shows the
registration results and the allocation

ties

are

in addition to this.

Of the EC money,

$11.5 million for

transport, training and civic education
has been given to STAE to administer
via a “cost estimate” system, under
which STAE can do restricted tenders,
make

expenditures and then present
receipts.
Despite the challenges, one can say
that definitely that the ground
for the last SADC elections of the
millennium has been set! And Moza-

mbicans

no longer ‘NO MAR
Nyerere used to say!!
Mozambique No Mar Alto was an
expression the late President Nyerere

ALTO’

are

as

used to characterise

Mozambique at
independence, meaning that the country was in deep waters, thus the need
for careful ‘Driving’ by the leaders in
order to safely bring the country to land/
port.
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Main Feature

Namibian Elections
Sweep for Swapo?

Another Clean

Alexactus T. Kaure

1

The Namibian body politic is once again rolling as the country prepares for the third general and presidential
elections. The elections, to elect the 72 members of parliament, albeit on a party list, and the president, are
scheduled for November 30 and December 1 this year.

political parties are slotted
so are four presidential
hopefuls. The parties are: the
ruling South West Africa People’s
Organisation (Swapo), the official
opposition - the Democratic Tumhalle

S

even

in and

Democratic
Coalition of
Namibia (DCN), Monitor Action
Group (MAG), Swanu Workers
Revolutionary Party and the Congress
of Democrats (CoD). This is one party
less compared to the 1994 elections.
The four presidential contenders
are: President Sam Nujoma, (Swapo),
Alliance (DTA), United
Front (UDF), Democratic

Kaura (DTA),

Katuutire

Moses

Katjiuongua (DCN) and Ben Ulenga
(CoD). The Directorate of Elections,
will, as usual, supervise the elections
after

having

gone

through

an

arduous

process of voter’s registration. And a
number of both local and international
observers

are

expected to grace the

elections.

starting with the
independence elections, the 1992
regional and local elections to the 1994
general and presidential elections, have
in comparative terms, been free and fair.
However, during the 1994 elections,
a number of procedural problems were
highlighted. For example, before the
counting was complete, election
Namibian elections,

1989

officials confirmed that in four northern
constituencies (a Swapo stronghold) the
ballots cast had exceeded the number

registered. But eventually this
explained away on the ground of

of voters
was

administrative

error.

During the independence elections,
Swapo got 41 seats in the 72 members

parliament. The official opposition, the
DTA, managed 21 seats and the rest
went to some small parties e.g. the DDF
had 4 seats, etc. In the 1994 general and
presidential elections, however, Swapo
continues its upsurge, thus getting 53
seats (an increase of 12), the DTA 15
seats (a loss of 6) and the DDF 2 seats
(a loss of 2).
So the question that is uppermost in
most people’s minds is: is this going
to be a clean sweep for Swapo? And if
so, what are the implications ? The only
definitive answer to the first question
is that we will only know that after the
first

or two

weeks of December.

The

On the economic front the results

independence
honeymoon is still on, at least for the

have been mixed. The

elite.

train is still
But for the majority the

And thus the gravy

running.

situation has either reminded the same
or even

stagnated. As one leading
journalist, Gwen Lister, puts

Namibian

have since the 1994 elections. But

this later.

But, I guess, one can hazard a
tentative answer to the first question by

looking at the changing political and
economic landscape in Namibia. This

“In

nation where almost half the

it:

population of 1.6 million is unemployed, the government has indulged in
some glaring extravagances. The polideal hierarchy likes a lavish lifestyle
and many high up in the party seem to
prefer the purr of a state-of-the -art
Mercedes Benz engine to almost any

more on
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looking at electoral politics in
presupposes that voters
preferences are influenced by events
taking place in their environment and
not by some primordial considerations.
way of
Africa

response to

we

(DTA)

Nujoma (Swapo)

course,

the second question, is, of
fairly easy to answer and this is
ba.sed on the cumulative experience that

Mr Katuutire Kaure

President Sam

a

other sound.”

SAPEM
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Namibia

Oshiwambo speaking community in the
north of the country. About 50 percent
of Namibia’s population lives in the
north. So the political stakes are rather

government’s handling of the issue,
including indiscriminate beating of
those suspected of seccessionist
aspirations might have united the
people of Caprivi against the Swapo
government. And if that is so, then the
Caprivi becomes another picking of the
opposition especially the DTA. But this
is, at the same time, not so straight-

high there.

forward

real

challenge to Swapo’s political
hegemony. He has, in fact, taken the
political battle to Swapo’s own
stronghold - the north of Namibia. Both
Nujoma and Ulenga come from the

In

a recent

article in the Zimbabwe

leading
social
commentator had this to say about Uleng
Mirror, Henning Melber, a
Namibian
political and
and his party;
“It is not the
Mr. Moses

Katjiuongua (DCN)

The land

question continues to be
another major problem and so is
unemployment which is estimated at
more than 40 percent. But these are longterm problems and the electorate might
be understanding and sympathetic to
government efforts to address these.
It is^on the political front where the
heat is picking up. The past two years,
or so, the politics of Namibia was
dominated by three issues: the third
term of office for president Nujoma,
the decision by government to send
troops to the DRC to support the
beleaguered president Kabila and the
secessionist uprising in the Caprivi
region.
The issue of a third term was hardly
discussed, at least openly, within the
Swapo official circles. The 70-year old
Nujoma has inculated within the rank
and file, of his party, the ‘politics of
fear’. The ‘fear factor’ has become part
of the political culture so much so that
in October 1998 when the issue of
third-term

was

both houses

amendment to

brought to parliament,
smoothly passed an
the constitution by the

required two-thirds majority. This was
despite strong opposition from other
parties. Swapo dominates both houses
of parliament anyway. Secondly, his
decision to support Kabila in the DRC
conflict

was

taken with little

or no

consultation.
These

developments, however, led
resignation of Ben Ulenga as
Namibia High Commissioner to the
UK. Ulenga, a former freedom fighter,
to the

Robben Islander and trade unionist,
has been

a prominent Swapo member.
Ulenga has since formed a new party
called the Congress of Democrats
which will contest the upcoming
general and presidential elections.
Ulenga and his party represent the first
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an

Caprivi

issue.

The leader of the

secessionist

Mishake

Muyongo,

Denmark,

was

movement,

now

in exile in

removed from the DTA

its president as a
seccessionist activities.

as

result of his

party might realistically believe in

In any case, the Caprivi has been
and still is a volatile area. During the

seizing political

1989

case

yet that this new

power. But there seems
be a more than theoretical chance at
least to obtain with the support of
frustrated followers of both major parties
i.e. Swapo and the official opposition
to

-

the DTA

during the next elections,
enough votes for a couple of seats in the
third term era of the National Assembly
to be constituted in March/April 2000.”
-

verdict of this article is that

The

Nujoma will win the presidential
elections with comfortable margin. But
his party, Swapo, will definitely see a
dent in its support base. During the 1994

general and presidential elections, the
incumbent President polled 76.33
percent with his only rival Mishake
Muyongo, picking up the other bits and
pieces. This time, there are four
presidential candidates as mentioned
already. There are two possible
scenarios here.

One,

candidates
might pose a formidable challenge to
more

Nujoma’s stronghold on power and thus
erode his support base. On the other
hand, however the opposition voter
might hopelessly be fragmented and thus
marginalised - because of the three
opposition leaders all wanting a piece

independence elections, for
example, Caprivi voted for the DTA but
in 1994 the region voted for Swapo. So,
it is difficult to tell with any degree of
certainty how Caprivi would vote this
time around.The problem of Caprivi is
that it is so far away from both God and
Windhoek and yet so close to the
Western Province in Zambia. Its geo-

importance cannot be
problems already
outlined the real losers will be Swapo
and Nujoma. Although the majority of
Namibians might be willing to give
Swapo and Nujoma another five years;
they might not be as generous as they

strategic

overstated. Given the

were

in the past.

The increase in

Swapo’s political
strength has tended to lead the party and
Nujoma towards
authoritarian
tendencies. “We have the mandate and
we can

do what

operating

we

norm
circumstances.

want’’ becomes the

under

those

What matters at the end of the

day

in Africa is both the ethnic base of

support and the means of patronage
i.e.
to

access

to state resources

the various

-

-

available

political actors

of the same cake.
The ideal situation would have been
for the opposition parties fielding one
candidate to compete against Nujoma
but vote

separately at the parliamentary
possible, at this
stage, given the fact that some of the

level.

But this is not

parties in the opposition camp have a
tainted reputation for having participated
in the pre-independence political
dispensation. The other issue that might
work either way for both opposition
parties and the ruling party, is Caprivi
seccessionism.
Given the almost
unanimous condemnation of the

uprising by a cross-section of the
Namibian society, this might have
coalesced support around Swapo. But

Mr. Ben

Ulenga (CoD)
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To Conserve A
A

Legacy:

Ending the Millennium With
Resurgence Of Interest In Duke
Ellington ^s Music
Grace Cachi

Many articles written about African Americans at the turn of the century frequently start with
the comment that they, “ ...were bom of humble means. ” Yet, there was at least one couple

acquired middle-class status where, Daisy, the mother had completed her secondary
James, held a post as a Washington, D. C. police officer; both
remarkable achievements at that time. On April 29, 1899, they gave birth to a son; Edward
Kennedy Ellington.

who had

school education and the father,

E

Just

African oral stories

dward grew up in a pampered,
wholesome atmosphere where

passed verbally from one generation to

his mother constantly

the next, so too an African tradition

You

are

blessed.

told him

You have

music

as

were

in

passed from ear to ear
through sounds. In their segregated
was

nothing to worry about.” While
was being raised in this
carefree setting, the vast majority of

communities, African-Americans

African-Americans had

theirs

Edward

some

very

basic

things to worry about: such as,
employment, food, shelter and
clothing. It was also a time when
legalized,
racial
segregation
prevented their entry into certain
public facilities; when equal treatment
under the law was not guaranteed, and

uniquely
exposed to
European music which was centered
in string instruments while Afrodeveloped music which
as

few of them

was

were

music
featured
brass
instruments and percussion such as, the

centric

piano and drums. Consequently, jazz
has been defined

as

improvised

parlour, in school and by his
peers. Both of his parents played the
piano and he took lessons from a

compositions, which have their roots
in the black ghettos of the deep South.
Wynton Marsallis adds that, “...jazz
also has the virtues of lyricism [with]
a blues and a swing beat”. During his
early years, Ellington defined jazz as
freedom of expression. In later years,
a more mature Ellington said he wasn’t
so sure, “...unless it is that music with

teacher who instructed him in his

an

At school, art was the first
of expression which he chose

of

when trade unions discriminated

against them.
In the midst of this

grim national

atmosphere, Edward’s beginnings
were

comfortable. He

was

educated

in his

home.
means

and

majored in during his secondary
importantly, he was
exposed to experienced jazz
musicians who taught him how to use
education. Most

an

African

tradition

aural

reproduce music. He
“... stretch his

was

to

taught to,

ears,” until he could

replay accurately

any

sound he heard.
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African foundation which

came

out

American environment - a trunk
of soul with limbs reaching out in every
direction.”
an

Specifically, jazz

came

into being

in New Orleans under the creative

leadership of King Oliver, Sidney
Bechet, Jelly Roll Morton and Louis
Armstrong. The migration of these
musicians away from the South,

paralleled the

mass

migration of

labourers in the

early 1900’s in search
employment in the industrialized
North. Musicians settled in major cities
such as Chicago, Washington, D.C and
New York. Ellington would benefit
dramatically from this relocation of
of

New Orleans musicians to his

Although

some

of these

peers

area.

had

studied at conservatories, the vast

majority of them had acquired their
musical skills

through the cultivation
finely- tuned listening habits. So,
he was taught to listen to as well as to
read music by an old - timer, Oliver
Perry. He learned about poise,
manners and discipline from Arthur
of

Whetsol.

From James Johnson, he

learned to

play stride piano. Ellington
often remarked that after listening to
and speaking with Johnson for one
night, he felt as if he had completed a
whole semester at

a

conservatory.

There would be limited formalized

training for jazz musicians as jazz was
a genre which was constantly evolving.
John Hasse, Ellington’s biographer,
says that ”... Ellington was a student
in a conservatory without walls.”
One of the exercises in such

a

conservatory would be a “cutting
contest,” where two or more pianists

competed to establish a clear winner
by playing difficult selections which
demonstrated their keyboard skills.
29

Art

Culture

and

a

creative musician with a hypnotic
a title.
The difficulties

smile and

encountered in the

recording industry
perfectly the discrimination
to be faced by black musicians in a
white supremacist patriarchy. The
recording industry started producing
vinyl records of classical European
illustrated

music

Duke Ellington
Another exercise

was

called the “battle

professional. He had formed his

own

of the bands” Rex Stewart called these

[band] and named it "The Duke’s

contests, “...proving grounds. They
were fun and educational.”
During

Serenaders”.

these peer exercises, Ellington carried
himself in such an aristocratic manner,
wore

such fashionable clothes and

displayed such skill as a musician that
one of his peers nicknamed him “Duke
Ellington.” As he had been reared by
his family to believe that he had a
special role to fulfill in life, it seemed
quite fitting to Ellington that he should
be given the royal title of “Duke”.
Yet, he was not willing to rest on
his royal laurels. Ellington was such a
devoted student of music and

was so

eager to perfect his craft
hours practicing until he

that he spent
perfected all
selections he planned to perform. The
composition he turned to at first was
ragtime. This syncopated music was
popularized by Scott Joplin at the time
even
though many people
disapproved of it because they thought

-

it

was

linked to bordellos and bars.

Generations later, rock & roll and rap
would flourish despite adult objections.

However, in Ellington’s day, listening
to

live music

had

all that young people
because there were no

was

access to

radios, phonographs or television sets.
John Hasse claimed that, “Ellington,
new century were bom
and grew up together”.
Duke grew up so rapidly, Hasse

ragtime and the

continued, that by 1918, “... he
taken the first step to becoming a
30

had
full

He

played his first date
Washington,
D.C. and earned 75cents. By 1919, he
married Edna, a neighborhood
sweetheart, and the next year their son,
at

the Reformer’s Hall in

Mercer
But

was

bom.

with the century
starting a musical
career and gaining wider popularity; it
also meant using fledging technology
to his own advantage in order to foster
growing

meant more

up
than just

his musical interests.

telephones

were

As

soon

as

in

1904.

had been

Jazz

flourishing in black communities as an
African oriented tradition by that time.
Yet, the first jazz recordings were
made only in 1917 by a white band
known as “The Original Dixieland
Band”. The irony of this was not lost
on Ellington, especially as his first
recordings were never issued. What
was also clear to him, according to
Keith Shadwick, was that the bigger
companies “... had a deliberate policy
to record [black bands] as cheaply as
they could while lavishing their best
equipment and studios on classical and
variety music, for white audiences.” It
would be 1923 before King Oliver and
Duke would get a chance to record
their bands. Several years later, in
1930, many songs that were a mainstay
of Ellington performances such as,
“Scat Song,” and “I’m Satisfied,” still
were not recorded for posterity.
Despite these difficulties, Ellington
managed to project his musical story
on

radios,

on

records and in motion

picture studios just

as,

generations

later, Michael Jackson would be
among the first to create musical
fantacies

on

video

television audiences.

recordings for
Duke worked

made

available, for instance, Duke,
one and
advertised his band in the

by 1904, acquired

telephone directory. As
as

radios

were

soon

put on the

market, he
band to

arranged for his
perform “live” on a

music station similar to what
Radio 3 is here in Zimbabwe.

When

recording studios
opened, his band started to
produce records by 1923.
When “Talk Pictures,” as
movies were then called,
came

into

existence,

Ellington and his band
appeared on theatre screens
in 1942, in the motion picture,
“Cabin in the Sky”, which
starred Ethel Waters, Louis
Armstrong and Lena Horne,

Yet there
to

were

be encountered

problems
-

even

for

In a White House ceremony on April 29, 1969, at
which he was presented the Presidental Medal of

Freedom, Ellington prepares to kiss President
Nixon twice oneach Chech

SAPEM NOVEMBER 1999

Art

and

Culture

very hard at improving his skills yet
he soon realized that although

to

the strains of big

when the three-member music

at

home

had recommended

Washington, D.C. had provided him

entertainment.

with

an

excellent basic musical

education, he would
tested at the

soon

have to be

graduate school level in

Harlem, New York City. Harlem was

was an

bands on tbe radio
inexpensive form of

The fact that Ellington’s name
seldom appears in the standard history
of the Harlem Renaissance does not

alter the fact that he

was one

of the

the

major architects of the cultural

have to face the

renaissance that flourished in Harlem

proving ground where he would
“hippest,” the most
discerning audiences in the country.
Initially, Duke did not take Harlem
by storm; however, he was quick to
recognize the opportunities the
location provided for him to add to his

during the great Depression of the
1930’s. His band frequently performed
in Time Square Theatres in downtown

ragtime music in the 1900’s,
dancing in public halls became
popular.
Despite
continued

disapproval from middle-class society,
dance halls flourished in all major
cities throughout the country with the
“Charleston” and the “Lindy” being
the most popular dances.So, weekend
dances at the “Savoy” or the
“Renaissance” ballrooms in Harlem
were

live production

When the

lights went on and Duke and
were

on stage.

spotlighted

wearing matching, pastel tuxedos, with
hair slick and brilliantined, with shoes

highly polished;

spectacle. Poor people were
delighted to escape from their drudgery
for a while and to be in the presence of
such splendor.

that year. Concealing his bitterness
while displaying his characteristic

Yet, it did not. These
musicians, for whom the preservation
of their originality was more important
than the approval of controlling Eurocentric institutions, continued to
achieve outside of the mainstream.

still
champion of the self-taught, went
on to compose an additional two
hundred
compositions
and,
surprisingly and gratifyingly received
many other prestigious awards. The
Thereafter, Duke Ellington,

•

guaranteed for Duke and his

•

•

your own voice as a

means

your

was lucky to be
extended stay at Harlem’s

By 1927, Duke
an

The

instructors.

put on a

band.
offered

music.

the

a

big

tap dancer and a vocalist would

his band members

rabaret orchestrator. With the onset

black and white

film would be shown first, then a

copyright
his
own
original
compositions and he could function as
of

to

recommendation was rejected by the
board: no Pulitzer Prize was awarded

a roar would go up
from the crowd at the magnificence of

a

band,

a

contributions

charitability Duke announced simply,
“Fate is being kind to me. Fate doesn’t
want me to be famous too young’’. He
was sixty-six years old at the time.
The withholding of an award by
Pulitzer represented a rejection of the
concept of conservatories without
walls. It might also have represented
a defeat for the efforts of highly
disciplined individuals whose
creativity exceeded that of their

New York where

Here, he could be a dance
band leader, his band could perform
in revues, he could record and
stature.

jury
unanimously to the
fourteen member advisory board that
Duke Ellington be given a Pulitzer
Prize for more than 700 original
compositions during his forty years of

of expressing
individuality.

the

Presidential Medal of Freedom

was

Club.”

prominent nightspot “The Cotton
Ironically, this club, although

presented to him by President Nixon

located at 142nd

in 1969.

Street and Lenox Avenue in the
heart of Harlem

employed black

entertainers and waiters but denied
access to

blacks

as

customers.

The

of his
during
rehearsals
that
they
played
compositions to perfection, yet he
Ellington was so exacting
band members’ performances

allowances

decor in the “club”

made

columned

musicians to

depicted the
plantation verandors
characteristic of the deep South, slave
quarters and log cabins. So white
audiences

flocked to marvel

productions which included

a

at

jazz

band, fair-skinned dancers, comedians
and tap dancers.
Harlem in those

days was the

African-American cultural

capital

where the “Harlem Renaissance”

was

in full

swing with a literary movement
that attracted only the literate, elite
members of society. Paralleling this
literary movement was the jazz
movement which

attracted the black

Money was
radio gained
popularity, poor folk found it easier to
listen to a radio than to buy a book;
phonograph records cost 7, the price
of a book. In short, singing and dancing
poor and the undeserved.
in short supply and as the

S.VPEM NOVEMBER 1W9

for individual

improvise. Those were
the opportunities for them to reject
repetition and find, as he would say,
”... your own voice as a means of

expressing your individuality.” It was
this melding of the predetermined, with
the spontaneous that consistently
pushed jazz to higher degrees of
originality. Dukes thrust to creativity,
plus his insistence on an AfricanAmerican tradition of percussiveness
rather than the smooth, stringed sound
of
European music was the
characteristic which informed his
music and made him so popular.
to

the

Yet, Ellington’s success according
A. B. Spellman “... was met with
same

gross

indifference with which

white America receives [most] aspects
of African-American culture.” This
was

amply demonstration in 1965,

He received seventeen

honourary doctorates. In 1971, the
Royal Swedish Academy of Music
elected him to membership; in 1973
Haile Selassie presented him with
Ethiopia’s Emperors Star; and in the
same year France awarded him its
highest award, the Legion of Honour.
At home, he continued to make larger
musical statements by writing sacred
music and performing them in
Cathedrals around the country. He
kept on creating, conducting and
touring until he died on 24 May 1974
at the age of 75.
At his funeral, a
recording of his second Sacred
Concert was played.
As a tribute to Duke Ellington, the
centenary

of his birth, has been set

aside in the U.S.

as a

examination of the

time for the

re-

meaning and heroic

achievements of his life.

Once

we

recognize the significant contributions
he has made to African-American life,
we

can

presence
music.

continue to

in

our

conserve

his

lives by treasuring his
31
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QUIT!!!

Algiers: In a first for the soccer world, especially on the African continent, Algeria’s
national soccer coach Rabah Madjer resigned on national television after a row with the
counhys Youth and Sport Minister.

5-7

African

Champions League,

sixth round

Raja

Ahly

vs.

Stars

vs.

Hearts

Esperance

Dynamos

vs.

Zambia Prepares For African Finals Amid Fiancial Woos

Zambia national soccer team started training in Lusaka recently to prepare for the

upcoming elite African Cup of Nations finals to be co-hosted by Ghana and Nigeria.

Louisienne

ASEC

vs.

10-27

Zambia is

placed in Group C together with perennial foes and the cup’s defending champions Egypt, Senegal and Burkina Faso.
But Zambia’s eventual arrival in the Nigerian city of Kano could prove to be an
uphill task because of the prevailing soured relations between the local Football
Association and the government, the traditional sponsor of soccer in the country.
Football Association of Zambia’s general secretary, MacMen Luhana, says the
full bill for their participation in the continental soccer fiesta adds up to 2 billion
kwacha (11 USD = ZK 2,400) to cater for winning bonuses and compensation for
professional players.
“Looking at the time left, we will have to work harder to realise what is needed
for the Africa Cup,” Luhana says, adding that FAZ president Teddy Mulonga will
soon unveil the ambitious programme that will ensure that Zambia’s campaign for

FIFA World Youth U-17

Championship
New Zealand
12-14

CAF

Cup, final, first leg

Sahel

Zamalek

or

vs.

Canon

or

Wydad

CAN 2000 is successful.
17

Afro-Asian Nations
Kenyans’ Olympic

hopes dead

Nairobi - Kenya’s hopes for competing at next year’s Olympic Games in Sydney,
Australia are all but gone after they failed to clinch a silver medal at the seventh
All Africa Games held in Johaimesburg in September.

they could not have automatically
made it for the Olympic qualifiers in Japan next year in April.
The tournament in Japan was by invitation and the Kenya Hockey Union did
not bother to take up this invitation which was not pegged to the performance at
But, even if Kenya clinched a silver medal,

the All Afi-ica Games.
The immediate assignment for the national team after the tour to India is the
Africa Nations Cup which will be hosted by either Zimbabwe or Egypt.
This is a qualifier for the World Cup in which the top three teams will proceed
to

Egypt for the pre-qualifier.
In Egypt, the top six teams will now proceed to the qualifiers proper to en-

During the last championships in
Cagliary Italy, Kenya finished seventh and missed going through.
Details are emeiging how six women hockey players were approached by South
Africa to play in top clubs. Gene Muller, a South African coach did not hide
interest in Betty Tioni-Ambani, Florence Olal, Wendy Ekumba, Judith Amwayi,
hance their chances of reaching the World Cup.

Lilian Kimeu and Hellen Chemtai.
Such is the interest on Kenyan players that three Egyptian clubs Sharkiah,
Police Union, Islamia and El Ahly approached several national men’s team players

early in the year, a gesture which the players shied away from.
32

second

Egypt

Cup,

leg

vs.

Iran

19-21

African

Cup Winners Cup,

final, first leg
Africa

Sports

or

Club Africain

or

Pirates

vs.

Masry

26-28
African Champions

League,

final, first leg

Group A winners vs. Group B
winners

CAF Cup, final,
Canon

or

second leg

Wydad

vs.

Sahel

or

Zamalek
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Prospects for further
economic integration
in the SADC

SADC

Chinyamata Chipeta

article is to
for further
JL economic integration in Southern Africa.
The paper conceptualises
economic integration as the merging,
through free movement of goods, factors of production and people, of dif-

(SADCC) into the Southern African
Development Community (SADC) in
August, 1992, with deeper economic
co-operation and integration as well as
common economic, political and social

ferent national economies, as well as
harmonisation of their policies. The

that while SADC would continue with

mainly, but not only, on SADC
as the organisation responsible for promoting economic integration in the
sub-region as a whole.
Two developments in the 1990s
have improved the prospects for economic integration in Southern Africa.
One is the entry of five new members
(Namibia, South Africa, Seychelles,
Mauritius and the Democratic Republie of Congo) into SADC. This devel-

more

r ■ Ihe purpose of this
■ consider prospects

SADC’s future is in the

37

potential for regional action
to strengthen food security
Reginald Mugwara

focus is

REGIONAL INTEGRATION

Regional integration in West

39

Africa: Achievements and

prospects of ECOWAS
Adou Roman

the size
of the potential market. In terms of
population, excluding these countries,
the population of SADC would have
been only 96.2 million people in 1997.
With their inclusion, the population of

opment has greatly expanded

Economic Indicators

42

SADC would have stood at 190.3 million

Currency Checklist

43

people. And in terms of gross doproduct (GDP), the income of
sub-region would have been only
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organisation

(SADC, 1992). What this meant was
the functional

co-operation of the past,
emphasis would be placed on
pursuing regional integration with a
view to promoting self-sustaining development, achieving economic
growth, maximising creation of productive employment, and attaining
complementarity between national and
regional strategies and programmes,
among other things. In order to achieve
these objectives, SADC decided to develop policies aimed at the progressive
elimination of obstacles to the free
movement

of capital,

labour, goods and

services, and of the people of the subregion, generally; to harmonise policies and plans of member countries, to

improve economic management
through regional co-operation and to
promote the co-ordination and

the

lations of Member States, among

re-

oth-

ers.

prices without the five in 1997.

With their inclusion, it was 198.4 bil44

the vision of the

harmonisation of the international

ket

Directory

as

mestic

38.1 billion US dollars at current mar-

SADC

values

Conceptual Framework
Economic

lion US dollars.

co-operation and integration

formation of the Southern African De-

go hand in hand with political co-operation and integration. The case of

velopment Co-ordination Conference

regional co-operation and integration

The other development

is thetrans-

33

SADC
must

thus consider both economic and

political motivations. Normally, cooperation and integration are a response to an external threat. The existence of that threat also accounts for

gional firms, and lower transactions
costs which should lead to product
specialisation among different countries (African Development Bank,

shift from high-cost to low-cost regional producers. Then, there are two

1993)

geographically close together. Geographical proximity helps
to lower transaction costs, especially
transport and communication costs.

structural factors that must be satisfied.
The first is that member countries
should be

The conventional

in response to the threat of political and
economic destabilisation by apartheid

theory of economic integration predicts that freer
regional trade will be trade creating if
the following conditions are satisfied.
First, prior to integration, tariff and

South Africa. This threat had made the

non-tariff barriers of non-member

structures

Front Line States insecure and mutu-

countries should be

specialisation and trade (OECD, 1993).

ally vulnerable, making collective self-

tion, it is assumed that exports of mem-

reliance essential for survival. The end

bers to countries outside the

of

restricted. Member countries

the

long-term commitment of member
countries to co-operation and integration. SADCC

was

established in 1980

apartheid meant that the external
threat that initially led to the establishment of SADCC no longer existed.
However, the forging over time of a
regional identity and a sense of common destiny has ensured continued
solidarity.
On the economic front, the implementation of structural adjustment
programmes (SAPs), the global trend
towards the establishment of economic

fore led to into

with SAPs

caused

are

The extent to which

economic

depends

the
absence of
intra-regional

the free flow

of
factors of
production.

gional economic blocs is rising efficiency of firms caused by economies
of scale and increasing competition,
while globalisation poses risks of
marginalisation, exclusion, economic
insecurity and instability.

riers

(NTBs) that restricted trade

among

countries

are

removed, trade

among them will grow through trade
creation (the shift of sources of supply
from high-cost to low-cost regional

producers), and, if a high common external tariff is created, through trade
diversion (the shift of sources of supply from low-cost external to high-cost
regional suppliers). Trade creation resuits in welfare gains; trade diversion
results in welfare losses. The net gains/
losses depend on the relative strength

on

barriers that inhibit

among other
factors. The threat associated with re-

for free

While the

con-

high tariff and non-tariff

to

extra-SADC trade will be low after

satisfied,
phenomena will be offset by the high level
of extra-regional trade of member
are

states, the low barriers to trade of nonmembers, long distances between
member states and the limited degree

of

complementarity of the production

barriers will induce a shift in production from high-cost to low-cost member states.

Secondly, prior to integration, tariff and non-tariff barriers of
member countries should similarly be
high. If, initially, they were lower, the
gains from trade would be lower as
well. A lowering of formerly high barriers will stimulate regional trade and
tend to induce a shift in production
from high-cost to low-cost member
countries. Thirdly, prior to integration,
extra-regional trade should be low.
This means that, after integration, there
will be little trade to divert, but a lot to

region. Fourthly, afintegration, tariff and non-tariff

ber states
cent

of the economies of

(Chipeta, 1995). A more recome up with a similar

conclusion viz-a-viz static effects of

regional integration (Mandaza, Holmes
and Evans 1997). But it points out that
SADC will reap benefits from dynamic
effects such

marketing and cross-borcompetition affecting technology
transfer. It also points out that to increase

free trade will necessitate pro-

moting the rest of the framework, ineluding reduction in non-tariff barriers, bodies to make rules about all aspects of policy, tribunals to interpret
rules and agencies to enforce them.
Given the need to develop and enforce
common policies, deeper integration
will necessarily require more complex
institutions to be effective. Yet another
recent
tance

study emphasizes the impor-

of complementary

developments

in the industrial sector and in infrastructure

(Mayer and Thomas 1997).

The extent to which economic in-

tegration succeeds also depends on the
absence of intra-regional barriers that
inhibit the free flow of factors of production. In theory, free intra-regional

of factors of

production
help to promote efficient alio-

(Viner 1950). Among other things, the
benefits

barriers to extra-union trade should be
low. In this situation, imports from

competiregional products with the resuit that the regional production should

scale economies in pro-

der

movement

tion to

as

duction and

should

outside the union will offer

mem-

study has

ter
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facilitate

barriers of member states and barriers

create within the

gains from economic integration (also referred to as efficiency
gains) accrue from an enlarged regional market, reduced market distortions as a result of the operation of re-

to

A number of studies have

of trade creation and trade diversion
or

as

eluded that, in a static context, trade
creation in the SADC will be small.

structures

policy-induced inflation,

The conventional argument

integration

succeeds also

workers and

trade is that if tariff and non-tariff bar-

there-

so

integration assumptions

by liquidation

of firms, retrenchment of

are

among

complementary production

have

must

the trade creation effects of these

globalisation have more recently created new threats and made
SADC Member countries once again
vulnerable, making economic co-operation and integration necessary for
The threats associated

trading

region are

themselves, but that trade is restricted by
barriers. The freeing of this trade from

blocs and

their survival.

high. In this situa-

The second is that member countries

cation of

resources

and to reduce in-

equality in the distribution of factor
earnings. To factor receiving countries, the receipt of factors of production from other countries enables them
SAPEM N0VP:MBER 1999

SADC
raise

production and income as long
as this does not displace local factors
of production. Eactor sending countries can benefit from foreign exchange
receipts and a net increase in income
if they have surplus of factors of proto

duction.

important development has been
lifting of economic sanctions
against South Africa. Unilateral reduc-

der the

tion of tariff and other barriers to in-

bilateral trade agreements

protocol will start with a free
trade, while most of the member eoun-

most

the

already integrating through
and at a
high-level through SACU and
COMESA. The benefit to the region
tries

ternational trade has also

played an
important role, although to some extent this has been offset by the imposi-

from customs union would be greater

than from

tion of excise duties, surtax and other

Rkcknt Dkvelopments

and

Futiire Prospects

taxes on

tries.

can

Zimbabwe.

Eollowing the SADC Industry and
Trade Co-ordination Division (SITCD,

national trade

tries that
or

1995), the factors which explain the

growth of intra-regional trade can be
development, trade
facilitation and trade promotion factors. Trade development factors have ;
to do with increasing the production of !
exports, trade facilitation factors have

classified into trade

to

do with market

access,

while trade

promotion factors have to do with the
art of merchandising.
The SITCD emphasizes the contri-

With respect to
trade promotion, it

is
difficult to ascertain
whether there have
been

fewer
trade fairs, trade
missions, buyer/
seller meetings, etc.
more or

veloped by SADC. It also recognises

!

in-

coun-

also members of SACU

members

are

cal content, the choice by member
countries of eligible produets and the
existence of tho.se non-tariff barriers
which

are not covered by it.
Apart from the removal of tariff and
non-tariff barriers, the expansion of
intra-regional trade would benefit from
I convertibility of the region’s currencies at fixed exchange rates or the es-

tablishment of

a common

currency.

Currency convertibility would lessen
the foreign exchange constraint.
While fixed (regional) exchange rates
would facilitate joint monetary policy
aimed at controlling transactions between the sub-region and the outside
world or internal aggregate demand. It
would also facilitate co-ordination

or

harmonisation of monetary

policies
required to avoid inconsistent and contradictory actions and signals.
With respect to trade promotion, it
is difficult to ascertain whether there
have been

these

more or

fewer trade fairs,

impact. While the desirability of
measures

is not in doubt,

more

welcome. But there is need to increase

attention must be

these efforts and to rehabilitate inter-

ing and marketing, including marketing arrangements; the export-excel-

nal roads and

railways. Other non-tar-

rehabilitation and diversification in

iff barriers that need

Angola, Mozambique, Zambia and
manufacturing ba.se in Malawi, to intensify the |
diversification of manufacturing activi- |

shortage of foreign exchange, import
licensing, communication problems,

addressing

are

procedures, other border proinconvertibility of most of
ties in Zimbabwe, and to restructure i the regional currencies. As regards
industry in order to make it globally ' shortage of foreign exchange, debt cancompetitive in South Africa. Other i cellation would go a long way towards
trade development factors that have ' easing this constraint.
SADC itself has yet to implement
contributed to the increase in intracustoms

cedures and

facilitate intra-

SADC trade include the establishment

effective

of export processing zones, high rates
of domestic savings and investment

regional trade. The trade protocol has
not been ratified by the required twothirds of the membership of the
organisation. Trade liberalization un-
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are

COMESA and those that

their

rising inflows of foreign capital.
regards trade facilitation, the

no

of Comesa. At any rate, under the protocol free trade will be limited by provisions relating to rules of origin, lo-

develop the local manufacturing sector in Botswana, Lesotho, Namibia and
Swaziland; to increase productivity of
existing industrial facilities through

As

of

of COMESA, but between those that
are
members of SACU but not

the contribution of efforts to further

and

The

area.

trade missions, buyers/sellers meetings
etc. It is even more difficult to assess

bution of economic infrastructure de-

Tanzania; to expand the

free trade

between SADC member

terest

trade agreements

through old bilateral
(which have been
renegotiated), new bilateral trade
During the late 198()s, intra-regional
trade increased in the SADCC. The
agreertients and through regional integration schemes other than SADC be
upward trend in intra-regional trade has
continued throughout the 199()s. The
ignored. In the area of trade fmancing, there is not much use of the Norsad
biggest ri.se was in 1996 when intraEund whose scope is limited. SADC
regional trade as percentage of total
trade rose from 11.2 percent in 1995 | needs to establish more comprehensive
to 19.1 percent. Taking into account
export financing facilities. SADC publishes trade information. The problem,
the level of informal cross-border
however is how to keep this informatrade, the extent of intra-regional trade
was higher than this.
The member tion up-to-date. Efforts to improve the
countries that have increased the share
transport systems in the corridors are
of their regional trade in total trade
most include Angola, Botswana,
Mozambique, Tanzania, Zambia and i
InTRA-RE(;ioNAL Tradk

a

present protocol is basically

a number of counliberalization of inter-

imports in

Nor

are

measures

to

paid to the act of sell-

lence of the

product, including packaging, quality, preservation and delivery time for agricultural products; and
to the design, ease of maintenance, reliability, delivery-time and after-sale
services for manufactured

goods.

Labour Mkiration
As indicated

by the proportion of foreign born people in tbe total population, several SADC member countries

past recipients of foreign workSouth Africa tops
the league with 8 percent (1985). Other
were

ers

and residents.

countries with

significant proportions
35

SADC
of foreign

bom people are Malawi with
(1977), Swaziland with 5.3
percent (1976), Zambia with 4.1 percent (1980) and Zimbabwe with 7.0
percent (1983).
Concerning current labour markets,
the number of skilled migrant workers
is rising but that of unskilled migrant
5.2 percent

workers is not. Teachers, doctors, en-

are moving into South Africa Botswana and Namibia, etc., in

gineers etc.,
search of

a

richer and safer life from

poor and unstable countries. However,
the large.st number of professionals is

from the SADC. In 1993, for ex-

not

ample, the largest number of. skilled
workers in South Africa

came

Swaziland (1993), on average; and
unsatisfactory living conditions and
social facilities in Mozambique,
Malawi, Zambia, Zimbabwe and
Lesotho. Then there are legal barri-

for

own

foreign skilled workers is bound to

decline.
The main destination for unskilled

nomic barriers.

The future prospect

for

integrating labour markets in the
sub-region is, put simply, not bright.

South African mines, by
1990 their share had fallen to 40 per-

capital movements in the sub-re-

gion.
Trade

framework (from a free fade area to
customs

ment

require monetary harmonization, entailing currency convertibility at fixed
exchange rates and co-ordination of
macroeconomic policies. In the absence of currency convertibility, it will
require debt cancellation to release foreign exchange for intra-regional trade.
The prospect for integrating labour

cross-

But there have also been flows

of cross-border investment from other
countries e.g. from Zimbabwe into the
financial sectors of Malawi and Tanzania and into the

dairy industry of

made

respondingly, the number of South Af-

try of Zambia, to name

They include
the mining secgrowing unemployment among

are complex.
trade union struggles in

changes
tor,

but

a

few.
by

These flows have been facilitated

liberalization of national economies,

including capital inflows; privatisation
enterprises and the establishment of stock exchanges in recipient

of public

increase

countries. But, there are a number of
barriers that need addressing if the

cial

level of cross-border investment is to

local black workers and the need to

productivity to maintain finanviability under conditions of dedining grades of ore. These factors
have led to greater mechanization of
mining which has resulted in a decline
in demand for unskilled labour.

More

generally, there

are a num-

ber of economic barriers that

are con-

straining the migration of workers to
integration

all countries and hence the

of markets for unskilled labour, in par-

ticular, but also for skilled labour.
These

are

inadequate labour market

information; high rates of open unemployment estimated, for example at 32
percent in South Africa (1995), 19.6
percent in Zambia (1996), 10.5 percent
in Zimbabwe (1995) and 21 percent in
Botswana (1994). Low wage rates are
estimated for

example, at the equivalent in manufacturing of 19.94 rands
per month in Malawi (1991), 31.95
rands per month in Mauritius (1995)
218.00 rands per month in Zimbabwe
(1995) and 1, 308 rands per month in
36

rise

substantially in the future. The.se

barriers include restrictions on investment abroad by residents in some

countries, restriction

on

the contrac-

by residents of
of
regional currencies outside the Common Monetary Area; exchange rate
instability; shortage of capital; and
shortage of foreign exchange. Cancellation of foreign debt may assist to
reduce the foreign exchange contion abroad of loans

certain countries, inconvertibility

straint.
CoNCI.tJSIONS

Intra-regional trade has recently increased in Southern Africa in respon.se
to trade development and trade facilitation factors.

In

an

apparent confir-

mation of the dictum that trade substitutes

for the movement of factors of

production, the movement of unskilled
labour has become

more

restricted by

policy, to interpret

markets in the foreseeable future is not

into retail trade and insurances indus-

has increased.

of relevant institutions to make

portfolio investment and loans, is on
the increase. The main flow of

lieved to have decreased further. Cor-

the mines
The reasons for these

mg remain-

rules and to enforce them. It will also

as

on

rei

rules about trade

Malawi; form Zambia into he financial sectors of Malawi; from Malawi

rican unskilled workers

union),

ing non-tariff barriers ( believed to be
more constraining than tariff bamers),
promoting complementary developments in transport infrastructure and

Since 1990, the share of foreign
workers in mine employment is becent.

con-

Cross-border investment, which takes
the form of foreian direct investment,

rica.

on

In

marked increase

in the industrial sector, and establish-

Cro.ss Bo.tDKK Investment

border investment is from South Af-

workers

a

a

market for them has

already declined.

in

has been

by SADC and national governments,
but little improvement has been
achieved, especially in reducing eco-

workers is South Africa where the
Whereas in 1973, for example, foreign
workers constituted 80 percent of all

trast, there

development under current
plans and trade liberalistion under various schemes imply that intra-regional
trade will grow further. But for it to
grow faster will require changing the

from

nationals, demand

legal barriers, while that

of skilled labour is minimal.

such as visa requirements, other restrictive migration laws and physical
controls at the borders, which are a reflection of economic barriers. These
and other barriers are being addressed
ers

Uganda and Ghana. As recipient countries train their

economic and

favourable, unless heroic efforts are
to reduce high rates of unemployment, to improve real earnings and

improve social facilities and ameniThat for intra-regional capital
movement is and can be improved by
debt cancellation (in the absence of
currency convertibility) and by removing existing restrictions on investments
to

ties.

abroad.
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SADC

SADC’s Future is in the
Potentiai for
to

Regionai Action
Strengthen Food Security
Reginald Mugwara

The Changing Scope
OF Food Security
Food

security is defined as one of the
of cooperation in the SADC
Treaty and is a key concern of memher states in the development of Southareas

Africa.

Despite considerable inagriculture
sector over the past twenty years, both
at the national and regional level, food
insecurity still affects a large proportion of the region. It is largely a rural
phenomenon, since the majority of the
poor live in rural areas and are dependent on agricultural activities for their
livelihoods, however, a worrying trend
in recent years has been the increase
in food insecurity among urban households. Dealing with poverty and protecting vulnerable population groups
ern

vestments in the food and

from the effects of external shocks,

including drought and economic
change, are the major development
challenges in Southern Africa in the
next decade or so.

Fundamentally, food security is
ensuring people are able to enjoy an adequate diet. Adequate nourishment is a basic requirement for everyone, it is necessary if people are to
be produetive and it they are to fulfill
their potential. Food security is not
only an outcome, a result of economic,
social and political processes, but is
about

also

requirement for sustained human
development.
Food seeurity is also not only a fundamental right but a major contributor
to a peaceful and stable social environment.
And yet the key factors in
realising food security such as who
produces food, where it is produced,
what type of food is produced, how is
it produeed as well as who controls
trade and the key productive resources
a

such

as

land, water and biodiversity,

remain unresolved
SADC region.

or

unattended in the

SAPEM NOVEMBER 1999

security issues ean be ananumber of different levels.
Within Southern Africa, policy debate
has gradually expanded to encompass

of

all of them. When the SADC food

lenges

Food

lyzed at

a

curity sector

was

first established in

1981, the main focus of
on

the

se-

concern was

regional and national level,

where the issue was how to reduce
member states’ dependency on imports
of staples food grains from South Africa. Governments managed their agricultural sectors through a variety of

interventions, including direct control
of markets and the

provision of price
Regional projects were almost entirely focused on governments
and parastatal agencies.
New thinking, together with improved availability of information on
food security and nutrition at the housesubsidies.

hold level led

to

the realisation that ad-

equate availability of food did not nec-

essarily mean that everyone had enough
to eat. It became increasingly clear that
many people were food insecure both
on a regular" basis and as a result of extemal shocks such as drought. So regional emphasis, especially in the area
of information generation and dissemination, began to refleet this concern. In
the nineties, this broadening of the
seope of the food security debate has
continued, but has been overlaid with
other

major concerns, especially the
of economic reform and adjustment which have had a profound
impaet especially on the role of governments and their ability to support
food security at all levels and promote
agricultural development.
processes

The Changing
Environment for Food
Security in Southern Africa
POLITICAU
At the
tant

CHANGE

political level, the most imporchange has been the introduction

majority rule in South Africa. This
a fundamental change

has resulted in

for SADC, which is able for the first
time to address development chal-

truly regional basis.
as the proeess of political
change in South Africa itself, a move
to democratization and wider participation in the political process has been
taking place in the other countries of
the region. The cessation of conflict
in Mozambique and hopefully in the
Democratic Republic of the Congo not
only provides an opportunity to address
long run problems of poverty and food
insecurity in these countries, but also
opens up important transport routes.
The process of democratization is
closely linked to another important
on a
As well

trend, that of decentralisation and promotion of

partieipation in decision
making. Although the mechanisms differ substantially from country to country, the general principle is widely accepted and will remain an important
theme for the future. It is vital, there-

fore, that regional programmes and
institutions do not

replace centralised
planning at the national level with
centralised regional decision-making.
Economic Reform
Most countries in the

region are implementing formal macro-economic reform and stabilisation programmes.
The key factors include moves to deal
with both external and internal imbalances

and to promote

nisms to allocate

market mechaPolicy re-

resources.

forms include devaluation of the

eur-

and liberalising the market for
foreign exchange. The removal of exchange controls has resulted in economies becoming more vulnerable to
changes in the world economy.
rency

Other

reforms

include

the

liberalisation of

agricultural markets
especially those for staple food com37

SADC
modities. Governments have severely
curtailed their activities in these mar-

;

kets and subsidies and other forms of

and

intervention have been

northern
northern

nated.

As

available to
to

largely elimi-

result, the mechanisms
governments to intervene

a

protect food security have been re-

duced and

changed. Now the emphause of policy instruments
influence the behaviour of a large

sis is
to

on

the

number of different actors, rather than
direct involvement in production and

marketing activities. This requires a
much deeper understanding of how institutions participate in food security
activities and how their actions

are

in-

fluenced

by policy changes. Major
also required in informasystems both in terms of genera-

changes
tion

tion and

are

The reform processes themselves,
as well as the fiscal imbalances which
led to their introduction, have imposed
their own limitations on what governachieve. A

key requirement
of almost all reform programmes is a
reduction in the budget deficit and this
bas required substantial expenditure
reductions. This has led to

severe

pres-

social programmes and
greater attention being given to efficiency issues. Programmes need to be
justified, not only in terms of their effectiveness, but also by the extent to
which they represent value for money.
This is especially the case in
programmes designed to protect and
support the food consumption levels of
sures on

many

the poor.
These

more

reliable rainfall found in

Angola, northern Zambia,
Mozambique and southern
Tanzania. This process will be accelcrated if governments begin to dismantle the barriers to regional trade in
food commodities. Even without policy
change, however, it is likely that these
changes will continue, albeit at a slower
pace. While most governments in the
region recognise that increased regional trade in cereals and the more
productive use of resources should lead
to economic growth and improved food
security, the short run political difficulties associated with managing the
transition may well prove to be sub-

big changes affect both the

need for interventions and the capac-

ity of national and regional institutions
to provide them. Increasingly, changes
in the food and agricultural sector are
being driven more by market changes
and less by policy. At the same time,
governments still have responsibility
for

Changing

On the demand side, these

trade and

production side, price signals
operation of free marare likely to lead to a move in the

38

to take action.

This suggests that regional action in the field of food security, as for other sectors, should concentrate in areas where there

are

economies of scale

are

where there

to

be

areas;
1

ce-

information generation and exchange, especially in regard to research and the dissemination of
new

technology and early warning

system for food security;
1

vulnerable.

1

institutional strengthening and
capacity building especially in the
area of training delivery;
the management of variability

where shocks

i
I

1

gest that the level of variability affect-

variety of mechanisms to
manage large variations in income,
governments acting individually and as
a region have not. A major food security policy challenge for the next decade is to develop macro, sectoral and

or

managed.
practice, the potential for
realising this regional advantage is
likely to be greatest in the following

production in some areas and to
encourage the growth of both employment and alternative income earning
opportunities. The food security challenge is how to support this process,
while still protecting consumption levels among people who are already very

a

the creation

sions should be taken at the lowest possible level consistent with the capacity

real

veloped

mean

centralist

In

daily those located in the more
drought-prone areas, do not have comparative advantage in rain-fed cereal
production. So there will need to be a

ing the region has been increasing in
years and that this trend will
continue. As yet, regional and national
policies have not proved to be very effective at managing variability. While

a

externalities

However, many small-holder, espe-

households and communities have de-

COMPARATIVE ADVANTAGE

I

improving productivity in arable agriculture with the emphasis on the production of cereals.

recent

and

“super-state”. The development of regional institutions and
activities must take place within a context of a reducing role for government
and an emphasis on decentralisation,
accountability and participation. The
most important principle is that deci-

concerned with

There is considerable evidence to sug-

this does not

ever,

interventions have been

The Southern African

institutions

by the member states in signing the
SADC Treaty implies the transfer of
some power and sovereignty from the
national to the regional level. How-

changes will

of small-holder, rain fed

of

programmes to reflect this, has yet to
occur.
The commitment entered into

important implications for food
security. At present, most food insecure people in the region live in rural
areas and are dependent on agricultural
activity for their livelihoods. Up to

and malnutrition.

kets

implications for regional action. The
formation

have

now, most

change from SADCC to SADC

and the accession of Namibia, South
Africa and Mauritius have important

patterns

region is subject to high levels of variability in both
production and incomes as a result of
exogenous shocks, especially drought.

On the

The

OF DEMAND FOR FOOD

responding to social problems.
production and distribution are
likely to be driven more and more by
market forces, which imply moves towards capturing comparative advantage and changes in the patterns of production. Both economic theory and
empirical evidence indicate that markets on their own are not likely to ensure an equitable distribution of available food or the elimination of hunger
Food

derived from the

A Progr.\mme for Action
AT THE Regional Level

of

move out

Rechonal

policies which accept variability as a given and which provide the
long term stabilisation required for sirstained investment and growth.

stantial.

use.

ments can

micro

production of cereals from the drier
southern part of the area of better soils

1

are not highly positively correlated;
policy coordination to promote regional trade; and
foster regional cooperation and integration
regional action to address pest and
disease problems where there is po-

tential for

coordinated action in

sanitary and phytosanitary matters.
Developing and Sustaining
Regional Institutions
The need to

adapt to a rapidly changing situation means that the existing
regional food security institutions must
Continued

on pacie
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West Africa

Regional Integration in
West Africa! Achievements
and

Prospects of ECOWAS
Adoii Koman

ECOWAS in the face of

development challenges in Africa
Historical tendencies, more pronounced during the last decade of the
second millennium, have pushed the world economy in a direction that
poses a constant threat to the survival of the African economy. The
pursuit of liberal economic policies at an international level (principally under the aegies of GATT, the WTO, the World Bank and
specialised UN agencies) has contributed to the process ofglobalisation
a process that has been accelerated by the revolution in information
technologies. The post-industrial era has been characterised by a
change in the services sector - the driving force behind the world
economy - with negative repercussions for suppliers of industrial raw
,

materials.

G

lobalisation has resulted in

a

fiercely competitive interna
tional environment, in which

survival entails maximum

efficiency.
Efficiency in management of resources
and economies of scale has been

en-

couraged through the creation of extensive regional markets and giant enterprises. Thus, a wave of regionalism is sweeping over Europe, Latin
America and North America, over East
Asia and the Pacific Belt (Asian Pacific Economic Conference). Even on
a smaller scale, multinational conglom-

being formed through expansion, mergers and buyouts.
Most of the changes occurring on
global level have passed Africa by: the
continent is still but a land of potentialities. With a population of 530 million inhabitants
approximately 10%
of the world’s population - Africa accounts for only 1.5% of the world’s
erates are

-

GDP, and 0.7% of the world’s exports.
African economies are essentially and
traditionally agri-ba.sed, and despite
several development initiatives, Africa
south of the Sahara remains weak in
economic

terms.

African decision-makers and their

foreign partners have long been aware
of the continent’s development problems. Their search for
SAPEM NOVEMBER 199‘>

a

viable devel¬

opment strategy continues. Fortunately, lessons drawn from past failand from

previous successes
through regionalism have
convinced African governments and
multilateral institutions of the utility of
regional integration as a development
ures

achieved

tool. It is for this
can

Economic

reason

that the Afri-

Community (CEA) was
challenges

up in 1991, to meet the
of African development.
.set

Prior to the creation of the CEA,
were made towards

several initiatives

regional integration in Africa. These

regional economic communities have
actually been recognised in the CEA
convention as being the cornerstones
of the continental body. To this day,
however, regional integration has not
made any significant contribution to
development efforts, for lack of support and commitment vis-a-vis economic regionalism. It was in its attempts to promote political and economic liberalisation in Africa during
the nineties, that the International Com-

munity realised that the two processes
political
and economic
liberalisation) may be facilitated if they
are considered from a regional perspective.
The increasing importance accorded to regional co-operation is evi(i.e.

denced

by the open support given by
agencies to SADC programmes,
the World Bank-EU sponsorship of the
donor

crossborder initiative (CBI) in East and
Southern Africa, and the transforma-

tion of the CEAO into the UEMOA in
West Africa.' The aspect

of regional
co-operation of the ACP/EU' has
gained significance, and the EU has
adopted a “programme of support for
regional integration”, which provides
budgetary and balance of payments
support for reform measures associated
with regional integration.
It should also be

pointed out that a
relating to development support in
Africa and opportunities to be accorded
to the continent is currently being debated in the American Congress. It
places great emphasis of the scope of
the African development process and
on the budding partnership between the
law

EU and Africa. It is in this favourable
context

that the various discussions

held

regional integration in Africa

on

should be viewed.

West Africa has

initiatives towards regional
integration, and provides useful examples of issues relating to the promotion of regional integration, and provides u.seful examples of issues relating to the promotion of regional integration. It would be worthwhile, therefore, to focus on the experiences of this
region of Africa.
seen

many

Regional Co-operation
IN West Africa
There

are 40
intergovernmental
organisations in West Africa. This

translates to

numerous

attempts to pro-

regional co-operation. Although
most of these organisations deal with
a specific sector, they operate within a
strictly defined domain. There are three
organisations responsible for regional
integration\ whose objective is to
mote

39

West Africa
amalgamate the economies of member
countries into a single market.
The Economic Community of West

Fund for

under which ECOMOG operates, this
mechanism underlines those clauses of

and

the ECOWAS

tariat, based in Abuja, Nigeria; the

governmental organisation created by

Co-operation, Compensation
Development, based in Lome,
Togo; the West African Monetary
Agency (AMAO), in Freetown, Sierra

African Heads of State and Govern-

Leone,

African States (ECOWAS) is an inter-

ment on

28

geria. With

May 1975, in Lagos, Nitotal population of 210

and

the

Technical

million inhabitants, ECOWAS covers
of 6.1 million km-. Its funda-

mental

objective is to promote the cooperation and integration of national
economies and accelerate economic

development in West Africa, with a
view to raising the living standards of
its 210 million inhabitants.

Justification
desire for economic integration is bom of the need to counter

ECOWAS Achievements
ECOWAS is

working systematically
towards transforming West Africa into
a single market. This translates into a
free trade zone, with a network of regional infrastructures, harmonised economic

of West Africa into mini states, which
were not in themselves viable economic entities. The economic reforms

of the past fifteen years have given rise
new situation.
Liberalisation has

The removal of administrative
an

extensive

regional market, thus ensuring the free movement of people, goods

and services.

Regional Integration

provides a permanent
creating a greater sense
of community spirit and regional solidarity. Leaders within the region have
achieved this through regular meetings,
framework for

are

held

on an

annual basis.

meetings provide a platform for
exchange of views and dialogue on

issues of mutual interest at the levels
of Heads of State and Government, at
ministerial level and amongst experts
within the Community. A number of
regional associations set up by
ECOWAS are working towards bringing together West African businessmen
and professionals, regardless of Ianguage barriers.

principles

The fundamental

principles underlying
ECOWAS’ efforts towards integration
are equality; interdependence of member states; solidarity and collective selfsufficiency; non-aggression amongst
member states; maintaining regional
peace and security; peaceful resolution
of conflicts; the promotion and protec-

rights, and the promodemocracy.

tion and consolidation of

Institutions

political organs of the Community
the Conference of Heads of State

and Government, which is the supreme

decision-making body; the Council of
Ministers, comprising the Ministers of
Finance, Planning and Economic Development, and the Community Parliament, which is not yet operational.
Other organs of the community are the
Social and Economic Council; the
Court of Justice; the Executive Secre¬

40

came

ECOWAS

the

are

Trade

liberalisation

tariff and non-tariff barriers in intra-

hands of governments,

which are now
obliged to collectively adopt policies
conducive to improving the investment
climate to the benefit of the private

into

scheme has resulted in the removal of

which

The

tion.

policies, and a series of regional

noteworthy achievements in the following areas:

These

tion of human

facilitate

in 1977, ECOWAS has made some

wrested economic control out of the

Fundamental

ECOWAS has sought
regional trade and payments by drawing up programmes of
co-operation relating to trade, monetary issues, payments and immigrato

The ECOWAS trade liberalisation

to a

controls and bottlenecks will create

In recent years,

being

the effects of balkanisation, which occurred in West Africa during the colo-

This resulted in the division

of cross-border

PAYMENTS AND TRADE:

instruments to facilitate cross-border

The urgent

sector.

prevention.

Facilitation

Specialised Commissions.

transactions. Since it

era.

flict

and

a

an area

nial

protocol relating to defence, with particular emphasis on con-

Promoting Peace
AND

Regional Recurity

This

objective has been achieved
through the implementation of protocols establishing regional mechanisms
for mutual assistance in matters of defence. Such

measures

have facilitated

regional mediation efforts made by
ECOWAS through its peacekeeping
force (ECOMOG). The force has intervened in the Liberian conflict, and
assisted in restoring peace and democ-

in that country. ECOMOG troops
currently deployed in Sierra Leone
and Guinea-Bissau
under the aegis
of ECOWAS
where they are trying
to put an end to the fratricidal wars
racy

are

-

-

there.

ECOWAS is

conflict

management and conflict resolution.
In addition to

ments

reinforcing protocols

have been rationalised and

harmonised.

In order to facilitate the

processing of information relating to
a regional level,
a computerised system - SYNODIA has been set up, with the help of the
CNUCED. The system will gather and
process information on trade matters.
In addition to this, another regional
system - EUROTRACE - is currently
being installed to process statistics relating to external trade activities of
countries within the region.
ECOWAS has yet another instrument for promoting regional trade. It
goes by the name SIGOA - Systeme
Informatise de Gestion d’Opportunites
d’Affairs. This system, which should
eventually be connected to the Internet,
has been set up to provide and disseminate information on the supply and
demand of commercial goods in West
Africa. In addition to this, regional fairs
will be organised every 4 years to promote goods manufactured within
ECOWAS, affording members the opportunity to trade with partners from
countries outside the Community. The
first regional fair took place between
May and June of 1995, the second in
Accra from 26 February to 7 March
Customs and Excise at

1999.

currently putting in
mecha-

a permanent regional
nisms for conflict prevention,

place

regional trade. West Africa currently
has two free trade zones for goods
originating from the Community’s
member countries. Five years from
now, it should have a single external
tariff system. Under this scheme, national customs regulations and docu-

Co-operation

on

MONETARY ISSUES

In

a

bid to facilitate

regional trade and

cross-border payments, a programme
SAPEM NOVEMBER 1999

West Africa
has been set up to

harmonise macropolicies, with a view to establishing a single monetary zone. A
traveller’s cheque has already been ineconomic

troduced to facilitate tourism and

re-

gional trade. Further measures are being taken to introduce a programme for
currency convertibility. This should
allow for the
cies in
a

u.se

of national

Promotion
SECTOR IN

movement of people:

One of the first achievements of
ECOWAS was the adoption of a protocol intended to facilitate the free
movement of people within the region.
Under the terms of this agreement.
West Africans do not require an entry

days, and

they may reside and work in a country
region.

of their choice within the

To the

same

end,

an

ECOWAS

travel document has been adopted for
use in cross-border
journeys. Discussions

are

tion of

in progress on

a common

the introduc-

passport.

Infra.stuctural Network:
Within the framework of the process
to promote the free movement of goods
and services, a regional programme for

infrastructural development has been
introduced and implemented in most
areas.
Priority has been accorded to
the development of regional road, telecommunications and electricity networks. ECOWAS has managed to construct

transcoastal route from

Lagos
to Nouakchott, a route
through the
Sahel from Dakar to N’djamena, a toa

tal of 9 000 kilometres. These routes
were constructed
along the lines of the

Trans-African route.
The second phase

of the programe
constructing interconnecting routes to give landlocked countries

will entail
access to

In the

the

sea.

area

ECOWAS

of telecommunications,
has
developed the

INTELCOM I programe through
which all 16 capitals are linked by a

telephone, telex and fax sy.stem. The
INTELCOM II programme is still in
the planning stages. It will .seek to
modernise and extend

existing net-

works, in order to guarantee links with
the world communications network.

In the energy .sector, ECOWAS is
working towards promoting various
national electricity networks. Preparatory activities for the implementation

of the West African GAZODUC
SAPEM NOVEMBER 1999

Supporting

the regional

process:

regional transactions, through

visa for visits of less than 90

project is .still in its preliminary stages,
capital is to be sourced
from foreign partners. There are also
two other promising joint ventures in
the pipeline, relating to maritime transport and insurance.
and 40% of its

curren-

multilateral agreement.

Free

i

project in the private sector are well
In its initial phase, the
project is expected to link Benin,
Ghana, Nigeria and Togo, and eventually Ivory Coast. It should ensure a
supply of gas in these countries, thus
enabling them to meet their ever-increasing energy needs.
under way.

The

of the private

recognition of the role of regional
co-operation in the development of

West Africa:

ECOWAS has served as
West Africa’s people and

forum for

a

West Africa has been evidenced in the
revision of the ECOWAS Treaty in
1993. In a bid to reinforce regional

professional

associations.
The involvement of the private sector in cross-border activities has been

organisation, the re'l'ised treaty has
recognised ECOWAS as a suprana-

encouraged. It has resulted in the formation of such regional associations as

tional

the Eederation des Chambres de Commerce de I’Ouest, the Eederation des

are

Associations d’lindustriels

del’Afrique

present, the only regional economic

I’Ouest, the Association des

community, and all other organizations
co-operating at a regional level should

de

Banquiers de I’Afrique de I’Ouest, the
Union des Transporteurs de I’Afrique
de rOuest (UTRAO)^

ECOWAS maintains close links
with its organs, with the African Business Round Table and with the
recently
created network known as Entreprise
de

I’Afriquede I’OuesC. Furthermore,

in order to mobilise all sectors of soci-

ety towards integration, ECOWAS has
encouraged the creation and operation
of women’s, youth and journalists assoeiations at a regional level.

Promotion

of cross

bid to promote cross-border investment, ECOWAS has encouraged the
establishment of regional projects,

lending them the

necessary

cial support

for the process of regional
integration has hampered ECOWAS
activities. A .solution

forts made

problem, with the introduction
of a financing mechanism, which entails a levy, to benefit ECOWAS, on
all imports emanating from non-member countries.

End Notes
1

monetary and economic union: the
2

nomic

states,

Ivory Coast. Gambia. Ghana. Guinea. GuineaBissau. Biberia. Mali. Mauritania. Niger. Nigeria. Senegal. Sierra Leone and Togo,
A

regional market is likely to stimulate the ereexpansion of common enterprises,

ation and

and attract foreign capital and foreign participation in terms of technology and business

management.
4

This translates: The Federations of West African

number

Chambers of Commerce, the Federation of

West African Industrial Associations, the West

which the

encouraged
to set up ECOAIR, an airline
company
that would serve the entire region. This

Community of West African States

namely: Benin, Burkina Faso, Cape Verde,

African Bankers' Association, and the West

private sector could invest. The prihas also been

(MRU) compri.ses three

(CEDEAO), which has 16 member

non-Community members’ vehicles.

vate sector

The Mano River Union

etary Union of West Africa (UEMOA). the Eco-

tends to extend its activities

a

of African. Caribbean and Pacific

members: the 8-member Economic and Mon-

- ECOBANK Inwhich is based in Lome.

ECOWAS has identified
of viable regional projects in

The group

Convention
3

ECOBANK has the most extensive
network in West Africa.
It has
branches in seven countries, and in-

to

Monetary

countries, within the framework of the Lome

by the Federation des

and services to all member states. The
ECOWAS brown card also operates
from Lome, providing regional cover

Community of West
(CEAO) has been transformed into a

and Economic Union of West Africa.

private sector bank
-

The moridund Economic

Africa

Chambres de Commerce de I’Afrique
de rOuest to create the first regional,

corporated

has been found

to this

political

nisms to contribute to their share capital. To this end, it has supported ef-

ECOWAS is, at

be rationalised in the same way.
Eor years now, the lack of finan-

a

support, and setting up regional mecha-

automatically applicable in all

member states.

BORDER 1NVE.STMENT:

In

organi.sation. Its instruments and

decisions override national laws, and

African
.6

Transport Union.

This translates: West African

Aooi

Enterpri.se.

Kom.vn, ECOWAS
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Economic Indicators

ECONOMIC INDICATORS FOR ANGOLA
Unit

1992

1993

1994

1995

1996

1997

1998

m

10.6

10.9

11.2

11.6

11.10

11.47

11.85

US$bn

9.60

8.80

9.10

10.12

950

830

860

920

Economic Indicators

Population
Gross National Product
GNP per

Capita

GDP at market

US$

prices

•

NK2 bn

4.119

33.291

728.365

30.832

974.590

2 450.000 2 448 180

Real GDP

growth

%

1.4

-24.4

7.7

12.5

9.0

10.0

0.5

Consumer

price inflation

%

496

1.838

972

3.780

1.650

64

90

Exports fob

$m

3.833

2.900

3.020

3.723

5.077

5.140

3.428

Imports fob

$m

1.988

1.463

1.633

1.748

2.100

2.450

2.165
r

Current account

$m

-811

-715

-872

-323

-612

-700

-1.450

Total External Debt

$m

9.940

10.486

11.293

11.482

12.500

11.250

13.020

International Reserves

$m

486

216

202

226

575

420

255

%

1.3

-23.5

2.5

9.5

9.2

10.0

OOOb/d

599

503

556

620

700

730

770i

'000 carats

1.254

197

299

175

195

432

188

K2=$

499.7

4.903

152.788

2.729

80.250

%

25

24

25

25

1979-

113.80

109.91

96.36

105.16

118.63

114.49

100.10

109.43

5

5

*5

*5

•OOObpd

535

505

530

615

US$bn

8.99

7.68

10.00

10.60

kw per

59.83

**3.815

5.578

5.578 ***%.424

GNP Real Growth
Crude Oil Production
Official Diamond Production

Exchange Rate

av,

Unemployment

350.000 600.000

Agricultural Production
81=100

1979Food

81=100

‘000
Coffee

tonnes

Oil Production

Foreign Debt
Exchange Rate
Soi
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*

m

us$
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Indicators
Estimated

Figure
Readjusted Kwanza
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Economic Indicators

Currency Checklist
Rates

on

Selected Countries

15

September 1999

Official
£(FFr)

Parallel
$

£

(FFr)

$

Algeria dinar

(10.50)

66.23

(12.70)

80.00

Angola re-adjusted kwanza

4.1m

2.5m

9m

6m

pula

7.47

4.60

Burundi franc

(98.04)

613.78

(160.00)

la 10.00

7.30

4.50

22.40

14.000

(100.00)

626.42

(28.38)

177.72

Egypt pound

14.15

8.72

Ethiopia birr

12.20

7.51

Gambia dalasi

19.09

11.76

4,311-49

2,656.00

Kenya shilling

122.47

75.45

Liberia dollar

1.62

1.00

Lybia dinar

0.73

0.45

(1,01248)

6,422.00

Malawi kwacha

70.73

43.57

Mauritius rupee

40.93

25.21

Moroco dirham

(1-57)

9.86

20,818.10

12,824.50

156.48

96.40

8.59

5.29

3,188.30

1,968.58

Botswana

‘Congo - Kfranc
Cote d'Ivoire CFA franc

Djibouti franc

Ghana cedi

Madagascar franc

Mozambique metical
Nigeria naira
Seychelles

rupee

Sierra Leone leone

Somalia

shilling

South Africa rand

5.31

3.30

163.62

101.00

4.000.00

2.600.00

15.000.00

10.000.00

9.85

6.07

412.31

254.00

n/a

n/a

1,294.58

797.50

1.587.60

980.00

(0.19)

1.19

Uganda shilling

2,414.66

1,487.50

Zambia kwacha

3,920.27

2,415.00

62.17

36.30

Sudan dinar
Tanzania

shilling

Tunisia dinar

Zimbabwe dollar

SAFES DATA BANK

s.'.i'iM

! \!nn{ 'em

SADC EXPORT
DIRECTORY

Key Business Contacts
Angola

Angola Profile
Language

Portuguese (official) other Bantu
languages - Kikongo, Kimbundu,
Mbunda, Oxikuanyama, and
Umbundu

are

also

spoken.

Luanda

Luanda

Tel: 00-224-2-381108

Tel: 00 -224

Empressa Construtora de Edificios

EXPORTANG

(Angolan Central Export Agency)

(Luanda Building Company)

Ruados Enganos
lA S/LOJA - C.Postal 1 000

Rua Amilcar Cabral

167-lAdar D to C. Postal2762
Tel: 00

agriculture provides the

Subsistence

224

-

2

-

393793/332679

-

Labour Profile
67.4%
1.0%

Agriculture and Fishing

Manufacturing

2

332363/333130

-

(Angolan Central Import Agency)
Municipio

Calcado do

Av. Commandante Che Guevara

1 kwanza

-

IMPORTANG
DHL International Ltd

=

224

-

Telex: 3318 EXPORAN

Telex: 3165 ECONS AN

population.

lOOLewi

Luanda

Tel: 00

main livelihood for 80-90% of the

Currency

373701/373747

-

de Luanda

Luanda

Economy

2

-

10-22/24

52/52A

Luanda

POBox 1545

Tel: 00- 224- 2 -392787

Luanda
Tel: 00

Telex: 3085/3169 COMEXAN
-

224

-

2

-

390326/390376/

392082
Telex: 4137 DHL LAD

MAQUIMPORT

(Company Importing Office Materials
& Equipment)

10.3% Services

Rua Rainha

Unemployment Rate

Compantia de Diamentes de Angola
(Diamond Company of Angola)
Av. Rainha Ginga

15.0%

74-13 Andar C.Postal 1247, Luanda

Tel: 339047/339044/337485

21.3% Other

Tel: 00

-

224

-

2

-

330979/331023

Ginga

152-2Andar-C.Postal 1975
Luanda

Telex: 3282/3283 MINCEXAN

Population
1994 (est.) 11,200,000

Banco Nacional de

Population growth

(Central Bank)

3.7%(1990-95 projections)

Av. 4 de Fevereiro. 151
Tel: 00

-

224

-

2

-

Angola

339125/339141

Telex: 3005/3144/3321

Empresa de Diamentes de Angola
(Angola Diamond Company)
AV. Rainha Ginga 74-3 ANDAR
3 Postal 1247
Luanda

Tel: 00
Telex:

Instituto Nacional do Cafe de

Angola
(National Coffee Institute of Angola)
Rua Dr. Alves Maciel 17-ID
Tel: 00

-

224-2

-

370786

Empresa de Productes Florestais

-

331023/330797

3068

Hotel Presidente Meridien
Av. 4 de Fevereiro

Refrigerantes do Norte
(Soft Drinks Factory)

CP 5791

Luanda

Luanda

224-2

-

Tel: 00

C.Postal 7590
-

224

-

2

-

370490/370478/

Luanda

370312

Tel: 00

Telex: 3120 HOTANG AN

Telex: 3258 DINAL AN

Hotel Panorama

Sociedade

-

224

-

2

-

381488/381422

(Forest Products Company)
Avenida Cte Valodia
159-5-Andar
Luanda
Tel: 00

-

224-2

-

344340

Empresa Nacional de Pontes

CP 6493,

Luanda

Tel: 00

224

-

(National Bridges Company)

ESTA

Rua Americo Boavida

Rua

20C.Postal 776

CP 5843

44

-

2

Angolana de Comercio

International Limitada
-

37841/37846

Major Canhangulo 290

(Angola International Traidng Ltd.)
Rua dos Enganes
lA S/Loja
Luanda

Tel: 00-224- 2- 333130
Telex:

3318 EXPORAN
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INTRODUCTION

Ntarangwi

The

study combines within it three
through which we
seek to define and explain Southern
Africa as a geopolitical concept',
identify the key historical, economic
and political features of the sub-region,
and examine the relationship between
interrelated themes

PEACE AND SECURITY

all these and the nature and content of

Peace-building; The
Region

54

the

post-colonial (or post-liberation)

Great Lakes

states,

Mwesiga Baregu

relations, the quest for collective

including the issues of inter-state

security and the future of SADC.
Therefore, these three themes

are;

1. Southern
AFRICA REVIEW OF BOOKS

Letters from Robben Island

55

2.

Napoleon Abdulai

Africa in Transition: A
study in geopolitics and the
contesting forces and perceptions
that define the sub-region in
historical perspective, from the
fifteenth century to present day.
Comparative Liberation Transitions: The history of national

Napoleon Abdulai
SAPEM NOVEMBER 19‘W

the other, the nature

the civil

(post-colonial) state and
.society that emerged from

it.

3.

The Future

of SADC: An account

of the scope and content of interstate relations in the post-liberation

Namibia, South Africa and
Zimbabwe, in the context of the

relationship between the period of
the liberation struggle on the one

Community.

focusing
56

on

through an analysis of the
origins and development of SADC
and COMESA, the quest for
collective security
and the
possibilities of a Southern African

liberation in Southern Africa,
The life and times of
Thabo Mbeki

hand and,

of both the

on

Angola, Mozambique,

era,

Economic

(and

Political)

45

Southern Africa
of the current

THE CONCEPT OE

TRANSITION
The

at

unifying theme between these

the

configuration of forces
regional and global levels? And,

therefore,

what

three strands in Southern African

achievements and

history and development is the concept
of transition. It is a concept which
describes history and development; it
is as old as history itself.
However,
implicit in the concept of transition is
progress and qualitative development,

basis of such

from

one era to

another and from

one

have

been

the

pitfalls? And, on the
analysis, what of the

globalization. Therefore, the postcolonial or (post-liberation) state has

of the SAFES Trust’s research
State and

phase

on

The

Democracy-.

However,

a

no

broader overview of

transition in Southern Africa will

expansion of the late sixteenth century

of

onwards and in relation to the “survival

better

one.

Indeed, this

colonialist domination to

an era

national

independence, pan-African
solidarity and progressive economic
and social development. But there is
need to establish

a

conceptual distance

between transition which describes

a

historical process perse and liberation
whose basic political and socioeconomic assumptions have to be

interrogated more seriously now,
against the background of postliberation state experiences and even
apparent reversals.

require

strategies” and enduring remnants of
including the cultural
and language questions that now cry
out so loud during the post-colonial
and/or post-liberation periods. These
are questions that, as in the case of the
National Question itself, can be
resolved only if there is informed
reference to the precious and, as yet,
unexplored past.
feudal structures,

DEFINING
SOUTHERN AFRICA

of transition will be
of the
African people over slavery, colonialist
domination and exploitation, than an
analysis of the historical, economic and
political factors that have characterized
and defined the sub-region during the

Therefore, it is important to remember

last three to four centuries.

three to four centuries
combined to define both the continent

less

a

economy

narrative of victory

of the analyst is not only to
identify oneself with this process (or
transition) but also to search for ways

analyze the on-going struggles.
Accordingly, the focus of the study is
on the relationship between the
imperialist and settler colonialist
legacy on the one hand, and the pattern

to

of

political and socio-economic

development in the post-liberation era
on

that both

Africa and Southern Africa
geo-political concepts the
understanding of which cannot be
achieved except through an analysis of
the various historical, political and
are

socio-economic factors that have

the other. To what extent and with

what consequences does the white
settler colonial experience itself - and
the

gamut of political, economic,
social, cultural and ideological
manifestations and structures that it

over

last

the

The job

capital,

or

relentless

life of its own, it has no essence; it

state modelled on the (European)
bourgeois state but without a national
bourgeoisie that would otherwise
provide it an anchor and even a
semblance of independence (of
international capital and/or the global
hegemony of the developed world). In
short, it is a hostage state, weak and

is

a

dependent^.
In

sum,

it

can

Southern Africa

be concluded that
whole is

hostage
sub-region, representing, as it does
today, largely an outreach of those who
as a

a

govern our globe. This is not to state
that this is not a contested terrain, in
terms

of both the definition of Southern

Africa and of the

Therefore, Southern Africa: the

political

call this neo-colonialism, the era of

of the studies under the earlier

liberation: from centuries of racial and

a

we

the dominance of

some account on the African
societies on the eve of the European

is also

organic,
origins nor in its
dynamics, at least that is inevitably so
in this historical conjuncture, whether
neither in its

future? This has been the focus of most

implicit in the paradigm of

condition to

The internal is not

internal.

sub-region as we know them
So that even contemporary
Southern Africa
including that form
of social organization called the postcolonial or (post-liberation) state - has
and the

day.

to

-

to

be understood in terms of both the

external and internal dimensions. The

relationship of historical, political,
socio-economic and

even

cultural that

integral components of the postcolonial (or post-liberation) period.
are

The internal dimension refers to the
state
or

itself, within a given geographical
location, the class

territorial

competing (even if
apparently only latent) forces that
inhere in such a complexity of
geopolitics. Historically, the contest
was between a status quo that sought
to make Southern Africa yet another
white dominion, like New Zealand,
Australia or Canada; and the
nationalist liberation movement which
wanted

to

Colonial

resolve this National

Question.

or

In the words of

Amilcar Cabral:
‘It is this

history which the colonialists

have taken from

us.

The colonialists

usually say that it was they who brought
us into history: tixlay we show that this
is not .so. They made us leave history,
our history, to follow them right at the
back, to follow the progress of their
history. Today, in taking up arms to
liberate ourselves, in following the example of other peoples who have taken
up arms to liberate themselves, we want
to return to our history, on our own feet,
by our own feet, by our own means and
through our own sacrifices. ■'
As in the case of all societies in
transition, it is far too early to predict

constitute a series of
structural limitations to the momentum
and ambitions of the new post-coioniai

composition thereof, and the
relationship between it and postcolonial (or post-liberation) society in
general.

the nature and

post-liberation) situation? Given
history of the national

relationship between the e.xternal and

minion in Southern Africa have de-

liberation movement, its class and

dined into

ideological content, how are the new
states of Angola, Mozambique,

Suffice it to state that the
external takes precedence in that it is
first and foremost an integral

Namibia, South Africa and Zimbabwe

component of the state and. therefore,

in the form of what

necessarily and inevitably, infiuences
and pervades even the dynamics of the

elsewhere'

inhered

(or

-

in terms of

new

alliances and stances, and in the

light

characterized

46

-

What about the nature of the

internal?

the outcome of the

struggle between
imperialism and liberation. So far,
while the possibilities of a white doinsignificance, the political,

economic, social and cultural imprints
of that attempt remain largely indelible,
as

the

lonial situation.

we

have described

post-white settler coThis acquires a spe-

,S.\PKM NOVKMBKR I'W'J

Southern Africa
cial

ing white dominions

white settler colonial (or post

those established in Canada, Australia
or New Zealand.

meaning in the context of postliberation) states which are more than just
neo-colonial ones, precisely because of
the historical legacy of white settler co-

But it

was

no

different from

essentially African Na-

lonialism: the inherited economic and

tionalism all the same, a counterpoise
to white domination, more a reaction

social structures that

than

at

the

global and international level?

This leads us to the second objective of the SARIPS/SAPES project,

namely how it seeks to examine and
a relationship between on the
one hand, the
period of the National
Liberation Struggle, including an
analysis of the form and content of the
armed struggle itself, and, on the
establish

are associated
with it; and the persistent and pervasive role within both the state itself and
the society at large, as a viable conduit

organized and fully articulated
political and social vision of the future
post-colonial society. That is the na-

through which the imperialist/global
forees of international finance capital
can compromise and control the state.
All this notwithstanding the fact that

implicit in the cry when the latter is in
reality a chorus of different voices and

(post-colonial) state and the civil
society that emerged from it. Within

classes all of which have their

the Southern African context, it raises
the concept of the post-white settler

ture

an

of nationalism; the vision is often

own

agendas beyond the commonly shared

other, the nature and

content of both

the

the post-white settler colonial state provides a framework for the gradual

one

emhourgeoisenient of some of the African petit bourgeoisie, as they find
fulfillment of their class aspirations as
they enter the arena that was hitherto

neo-colonial

e.xternal and

in the

establishment, development and con-

restrieted and confined

largely to the

white classes.
Even in the context of

regional cooperation and economic integration.
Southern Africa is currently more a
region of the northern hemisphere than
one able to demonstrate the
“Prospects
for Disengagement and Development”'’. This is to be elaborated in the
related study on The Future of SADC.
COMPARATIVE

of

a

reaction to white domination

and racism.

Indeed, the fact that the

agenda emerges supreme
post-colonial era has led many a
scholar
not least that foreigner for
whom African Nationalism provokes a
variety of subjective emotions that constrain the comprehension of its historical context to dismiss African Nationalism as either a non-descript and transient phase or the expression of an Af-

-

rican middle class

so

bent

on

its

own

standing of contemporary Southern
Africa. Accordingly, the main purpose
of the SARIPS/SAPES project on the
history of the National Liberation
Struggle in Southern Africa is three-

millions of

tumultuous in the his-

tory of the sub-region, and thereby ascertain its contribution to the history
of humankind, to the study of such

revolutionary processes as were implicit in the French Revolution of 1789,
the Bolshevik Revolution of 1917, the
revolutions of Latin America, and

those of South East Asia,

particularly

China, Vietnam and Cambodia.

The

struggle for National Liberation in the
African context was essentially an outgrowth of the African Nationalist
movement that arose as the principal
contradiction in European colonial
domination in Africa
reached its height in
Africa

-

as a

whole.

It

those areas of
white settler colonies
in

which white settlement

-

was

relatively

pronounced and in which therefore, there were attempts at establish¬
more
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duct

of the compromised and
hostaged state. That is, a state initially so imbued with the agenda to
resolve the National Question and yet
constrained as much (perhaps much

more) by e.xternal as by (old and new)
internal factors, all of whom have a
vested interest in that dispensation.

ation and another; between, on the

world, those revolutions that mobilized

so

dimension in the

of historical and social processes.
But it is not different in its import to

ses

Transitions will assist in the under-

First, to attempt to record a process

might help
explain the peculiar interface of the

There will be

those analyses - old and new - which
sought to deny the validity of such
events in history as have shaken our

that has been

to

agenda. Often, this is a reflection of an
ideological predisposition not unfamiliar nowadays in post modernist analy-

LIBERATION TRANSITIONS
The study of Comparative Liberation

fold:

colonial state and how this

people in selfless commitwhose central goal was

ment to causes

the reaction to domination and the quest
for liberation and the improvement of
the human condition. All revolutions
have produced their detractors; it is the
purpose

of historical analyses in part to

these with such accounts as
make self-evident and forever signifianswer

the human commitment and sacriflee associated with such revolutions as
those that have shaken the world. In
cant

important differences,
though in degree rather than in

even

kind, between

late African middle class

and the

preparations for inheriting
and, on the other, the less
“developed” colonies of Angola and
Mozambique wherein the nature of
Portuguese colonialism has the effect
of stunting and even pre-empting the
development of a substantive African
middle class as would be adequately
equipped for state management.
Clearly, there will also be important
differences in this regard even bestate

power

tween

tions in the

context

of the historical

con-

juncture that is defined by both the internal configuration of class forces and
the external, but vital relation of forces

developed

and constituted the main base
for both the conduct of the struggle

as

falling in that category of human enbrought us closer to
the ultimate goal of genuine democracy
and progressive social and economic
development in our universe. In other
words, what are also the key historical
features that provide an insight into the
essence of national struggles per se, the
African Nationalist ideology that underpins them, and their limits and limita-

one

sooner

National Liberation should be viewed

deavor that have

post-colonial situ-

hand, the more “developed” settler
colonies of South Africa and Zimbabwe wherein a larger and more articu-

short, the history of the Struggle for
as

one

Zimbabwe and South Africa,
there will be between Angola and

Mozambique, or, indeed, between any
scrutiny. However, the analyses should seek to zeroin on those key aspects as will best
two societies under

inform

us

about the nature of the

un-

equal and

uneven impact of colonialism between and within African so-

cieties, the nature and

content of the

emergent class structure and its rela-

tionship to the colonial and internacapitalist economy, and the

tional

neo-colonial character of the (post-

colonial)

state that develops
succeeding dispensation.

as

the
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Southern Africa
Therefore, the study of the history
of the national Liberation

Struggle becomes a vital backdrop to the S ARIPS/
SAFES Research Programme as a

whole, particularly with respect to the

The State and DeMovements. The
help to elaborate
further some of those key social elements that constituted the struggle per
se, disaggregating them, not in the contwo

key projects

on

mocracy and Social
latter will no doubt

of that historical and mechanistic
mode that is now characteristic of post
modernist analyses, but in a manner
that affords each social force its own
text

status

and

identity within the larger
was the struggle

the SARIPS/SAPES

Library and Docustudy of contemporary Southern Africa. Already,
the preliminary study of the South African situation is completed, in the form
of the book edited by Sipho Buthelezi’.
It is an important book also because it
has brought to the fore some of the key
theoretical and methodological issues
that were the subject of the seminar
mentation Centre) for the

which launched the SARIPS/SAPES
a whole. The first in the sethe Nordic experience with

project as
ries

on

Southern Africa is

voluminous

now complete in the
publication by Tor

Sellstrom* at the Nordic Africa InstiSARIPS/SAPES hopes to mobi-

chorus of voices that

tute.

itself. Likewise, The State and Democ-

lize the necessary resources

project will utilize this valuable
historical backdrop in establishing and
developing a theoretical framework

to

within which to understand the democratization process as essentially an outcome of the interaction of the state and

eration Transitions and the Peace and

racy

civil

society, in the context of both the

external and internal dimensions of
contemporary African society.
A third objective of the SARIPS/
SAFES project on the history of the
National Liberation Struggle in Southem Africa is that which is related to
all such ventures, namely the collection of historical documents - includ-

ing biographical data of African nationalist leaders

-

on

the nationalist

movements in the

of

respective countries
Angola, Mozambique, Zimbabwe,

four years.
The link between

next

internecine conflicts at both the

sub-regional levels'*. Insecure and unstable states are given to
conflict and are not confident enough
to engage in genuine regional and economic integration ventures. Therefore,
the study of Comparative Liberation
Transitions should inform both the

Security and the Future of

tee) and the various capitals of those
parts of the northern hemisphere - the
former socialist bloc, the Nordic countries, western Europe and North

The Future

in which

arose

important

SADC research programmes.
THE FUTURE OF SADC

of SADC is a SARIPS/
SAPES research programme which
was launched by the Executive Secretary of SADC in

Windhoek in July

1998

co-convened

and

is

Chinyamata

Africa. Happily, the SARIPS/
SAFES Project has given impetus to

Mandaza.

available while

the establishment of

The Cost

ern

a

project, at the

Scandinavian Institute of African Stud-

ies, designed to elaborate in greater
detail the relationship between the
Nordic countries and Southern Africa

during the period of the struggle in
Southern Africa.
The SARIPS/SAPES

project on the

History of the National Liberation
Struggle in Southern Africa is the foundation for

Comparative Liberation
long run

Transitions and will in the

provide both a vital historical backdrop
and valuable data (to be deposited in
48

by

Chipeta and Ibbo
The project proposal is

support bases for the struggle in South-

related

study, SADC:
of Non-Integration'^ has already been published. Basically, the
study examines the future of SADC in
the context of the three major constraints that confront the quest for regional cooperation and economic integration: the problem of vertical integration; the problem of unequal and uneven development within and between
a

the member states of Southern Africa;
and the

between South Africa and

problem of the nation-state-inthe-making in Southern Africa.
These are issues also pertinent to
the study of peace and security, includ¬

some

of her

neighbours, or between SACU and
SADC. They do impact, largely negalively, on the quest for collective security and complicate inter-state relations in general while providing loopholes through which external factors
can play havoc in pursuit of their own
strategic and economic goals. Therefore. The Future of SADC programme
will have to address the overall objeclive of creating the African Economic
Community and the intellectual capacity - the African Think Tank - that
should be established and developed
as an agency to lend support to the
struggle for Africa’s political and economic liberation.
NOTES
1.

For

an

elaboration of this theme,

Mandaza (ed.) Peace and Security
ern

2.

see

Ibbo

in South-

Africa. SAFES Btxtks. 1996, "introduc-

tion", pg. ix -xxiii.
See, in particular, Ibbo Mandaza (ed.) Ziinbabwe: The Political Economv of Transi-

tion, 1980-1986. CODESRIA Books. 1986.
But also the SAFES Books Series on this

na-

tional and

Peace and

-

Comparative Lib-

Security Programme is obvious, particularly with respect to the problem
of the nation-state-in-the-making in
Southern Africa. This is a problem that
is also a major constraint to regional
cooperation and economic integration,
and expresses itself most poignantly in

Namibia and South Africa. This exercise will be extended to the former
Frontline States (including Nigeria),
the OAU (and its Liberation Commit-

America

with which
over the

complete the entire project

ing the problem of (unhealthy) competition that characterize the relationship between SADC and COMESA,

subject:
M.G. Molonio and B.T.

Mokopakgosi (cds.)
Multiparty Democracy in Bot.sn ana. 1991.
Iblxi Mandaza and Lloyd Sachikonye (eds.) The
One-Party State and Democracy: The Zimbabwe Debate. 1991

Sbivji, State and Constitutionalism: An Afon Democracy. 1991.
Guy Mhone. Malawi at the Crossroads: the
Post-Colonial Political Economy. 1992.
Vincent Maphai (ed.) South Africa: The diallenge of Change. 1994.
Lloyd Sachikonye (ed.) Democracy, Civil Society and the Slate: Social Movements in
Southern Africa, 1995.
Ibbo Mandaza and Lloyd Sachikonye. Zimbabwe: State, Civil Society and Politics, forthcoming, 2()(K).
3. Ibbo Mandaza. op. cit. 1996; Race. Colour
and Class in Southern Africa. SAFES Btxtks
Issa

rican Debate

1997.
4.

Cited in Ibbo Mandaza, op.
xix.

cit.. 1996. pg.

5.

Ibbo Mandaza op.

6.

Samir Amin. Derrick Chitala, Ibbo Mandaza

cit. 1986.

(eds.) SADCC: Prospects for Disengagemeat

and

Development in Southern Africa.

ZED and UNU. 1987.
7.

South

8.

Tor Sellstriim. (ed.)

Africa: The Dynamics and Prospects
of Transformation (1900— 1994). Sapes
Btxiks. 1995.

Liberation in SouthAfrica: Regional and Swedish Voices.
Uppsala, 1999.
ern

9.

This is the

essence

of the other SARIFS/

SAFES

project. The National Question.
Ethnicitv and The State, to be completed in
2000.
10. David Evans, Feter Holmes and Ibbo

Mandaza, SADC: The Cost ofNon-Integration, SAFES Books, 1999.
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change. The current structure, whereby
the food security sector is managed by
the Government of Zimbabwe

on

be-

half of the other member .states, dates
from the inception of SADCC in 1981.

Although there have been some
changes since then, particularly in overall coordination of the food, agriculture
and natural

resources

sectors, in effect

the institutions

the

same as

operating now are much
when SADCC was estab-

lished.
Tbe need for

change has been
recognised by the member states and
a consultative process has been established to identify what institutional
change is required and how these can
be sustained in the future.
three

There

are

concerns;

There is

an

urgent need to move

away from the project mode of operation towards institutions which

provide the technical back-up
required for regional coordination
can

and action.
The

reconstituted Food,

over a

financing of regional activities

needs to be reviewed and the de-

pendency on short-term project financing from donors needs to be
reduced.
The process of regional consultation
and decision must be broadened to
include all sectors of civil

This

tors.

ceases to

sectors.

means

be

that Food

a sector

sectors

and becomes

Security Strategy Framework adopted
by the Council of Ministers in 1997
which emphasizes access and demand
aspects of food security. By emphasizing on food access issues, the Strategy broadens the concept of food security further afield beyond agriculture
and food production. The Strategy
therefore defines poverty and underdevelopment as the root causes of food
insecurity. All sectors of the economy
have to play prominent roles in order
to address these challenges. This brings
to the forefront issues such as employment generation, industrial growth, general economic growth and rural development as concerns for food security.
Agriculture and other sectors ultimately
melt into

portfolio of development
strategies, taking into account relevant
comparative advantaged, aimed at
elimination of poverty and economic
vulnerability. It is with this in mind that
one

the sector has been elevated to
FANR

an

Development Unit.

The Reconstituted
FANR Cluster of Sectors
programme has the following
matic areas of cooperation:

livestock

(DU)
The SADC Council of Ministers decided that the Food

.

Security Sector, coordinated by Zimbabwe for the past 19
years on behalf of SADC will, with effeet from August 1999, become a Development Unit with responsibilities
SAPEM NOVEMBER 1999

7 the-

production and animal

disease control

forestry

16

The Food Acriculture and
Natural Resoirces
Development Unit (FANR)

programmes
Institutional
and human

wildlife

capacity building
develop-

resource

ment.

across many
and around which the reconsti-

anchored and developed.
This is in line with the SADC Food

in

Maputo, Mozambique from 13
August 1999 where among other
things, made two landmark decisions
relating to the Food Security Sector,
coordinated by Zimbabwe were made.
The Food Security Sector was transformed to a Food Agriculture and Natural Resources Development Unit while
a regional resource mobilisation facility, called the SADC Food Security and
Rural Development Hub and Spokes,
was granted final approval.
met

1

a

tuted cluster of FANR sectors will be

The SADC Council of Ministers
to

Monitor and evaluate sector

Security

The reconstituted cluster of FANR

developments with respect to
sustainable regional institutions are
worth mentioning here.
Recent

1

sec-

policy objective that cuts

society,

especially the private and voluntary

Agriculture

and Natural Resources cluster of

The New FANRDU Status
The elevation of Food
sector to an

FANR

Security from a
Development Unit,

headed

by a Director, is in recognition
of the instrumental leadership Zimbabwe has

provided to the region in the
It is with this in mind
that the region has given Zimbabwe the
additional responsibility of guiding and
steering the development of the reconstituted FANR programme into the new
past 19 years.

millennium.
The vision of the

Development
existing strategic alliances with the other sectors while
at the same time ensuring overall coordination. It will cooperate with the new
new

Unit is to maintain the

Water Sector in the
ter;

ELMS in the

area

area

of green wa-

of land

use

plan-

ning especially through the

new Agriculture Potential Information System
also

approved at the Summit; SADC
Transport Commission in relation to
mobilisation of investment to support

agricultural production on the basis of
comparative advantage; the Human
Resources Development Sector in the
area of training; and the Trade Sector
in providing input for the improvement
of trade in agricultural products.
The FANRDU will therefore

con-

tinue
an

playing an important leadership in
endeavor to promote economic inte-

gration and regional trade.
SADC Multi-Donor Food
Security and Rural
Development Hub and Spokes
Since

inland fisheries

conception, SADC has had no
standby resource facility that provides
for timely mobilisation of human and

agricultural research and

financial

training

implementation of regional decisions

crop sector

and programmes for food security and
rural development.This has proved over

marine fisheries

The Environment and land

Manage-

Sector and the new Water Sector,
both coordinated by Lesotho, will be
ment

resources

needed for the

the years to be a major obstacle towards
realisation of food and security and rural

stand alone sectors outside the FANR

development aspirations for the region, especially the reduction of pov-

portfolio.

erty.

The FANR DU Functions

the

The Council of Ministers

The

Development Unit will be respon-

sible for the reconstituted FANR

for the

tors
1

I

1

sec-

following functions:Creating the capacity for policy
analysis
Policy harmonisation and
programme coordination
Service FANR meetings

approved
Strategy and Business Plan of the
Hub, and urged the FANR DU based in
Harare to put in place all the necessary
systems and requirements in time so as
to operationalise the facility by January 2000.
Rki;in..\lb Muowara
Ricui.Ti'RAi. ANO

is

Dirixtor

of

SADC Fooo Ac,-

Natural Rksourcfis Ukvfi.ormfnt

Unit.
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Gender

Feminism and
an

African

Mascuiinity in

Capitaiist Context:

The Case
Mwenda G.

of Kenya
Ntarangwi

One notable feature

of social science research is that which employs gender as an analytical tool
whereby new similarities an relations emerge between and within cultural and social practices.
Some aspects of our lives may be looked at in isolation to allow for an in-depth understanding while
others through comparative studies illuminate interesting ties of social phenomena. The extensive
use of the plural pronoun ‘we ’ is retained throughout much of this paper so as to convey
the
intended message ofparticularity, ofmyself speaking in a particular context as a heterosexual male,
to and about men. It is thus both a signifierfor an intended audience in which I am present and an
interrogation ofmy own position as a individual. This is important because one ofthe key contributions
that feminism brings to scholarship is a clear picture ofposition and the politics of location.
this article I juxtapose

the notions
masculinity and
capitalism in a way that argues for
their relationship that is both
competitive/oppositional and in mutual
agreement. I show that as Kenya
struggles with capitalist demands that

I

n

of feminism,

have matured in the West,

it is also

in a war against the demands
spirited through feminism.'
While change in gender relations is
inevitable with time, the feminist project
in Kenya is up against a very tough
opposition nurtured around masculinity
and propelled by capitalism. In a word
both capitalism and masculinity are
structured in a way that they induce
automatic opposition for feminism and
specifically, gender equity. Interesting,
caught
of

up

women

however, is the fact that in

an

environment of liberalisation and

competition that the country has been
promoting in the last eight years,
women are indeed entering the public
sector competing with men to reap the
same fruits offered by capitalism.
I
examine how the woman, as a cultural
construct and potential competitor in the
male-dominated

sphere of capitalism, is
systematically constrained from
entering the public space of capitalism
through images of reinvented morality
and tradition. My project has relevance
50

for

was

woman

land unless

post-colonial Kenya, where the
entering the public sector
signifies a threat to male authority. I
first discuss the process of capitalism
in Kenya, situating its inherent values
within a gendered cultural millieu.
Then I proceed with an analysis of how
the demands and challenges posed by
women in Kenya through the women’s
Movement

in

the

1990s

seek to

deconstruct not

only how capitalism has
operated in Kenya but also the basis of
masculinity that capitalism perpetuates.
The Capitalist Ethic
Since its

in

Kenya

political independence from
Britain in 1963, Kenya has modelled
its economic structure upon a capitalist
ethic
of accumulation through
competitive profit-making in a free
market. This style of capitalism has
however, developed through different
stages that include indigenisation and
globalisation. In the former stage, the
Kenyan state created an enabling
environment for economic enterprises
steeped towards its citizens (Swainson
1980). In this process the state
controlled licensing procedures,
availability of credit facilities for local
entrepreneurs, and land ownership.
Through these categories, male
domination of the capitalist structures

man

perpetuated. Women could not own
they were appended to a
(Mukabi-Kabira et al. 1993) be

or father. In the
latter stage the state moves away from
strict control of accumulation of wealth

they brother, husband

for the

indigenous population and
internationally

extends its boundaries
in order to attract

more

investors

following stiff competition from
neighbouring countries in the East
African region. Overall however,
Kenya has for a long périod been the
‘darling of the West’ with economic
policies that were often used as models
of what a developing African capitalist
nation ought to resemble. Gone are the
days of the cold war when the country’s
economic policies and strategic
geographical location were useful for
Western capitalist expansion and Kenya
has now to struggle to justify continued
economic support from Western
countries. With the major economic
leaps being witnessed in Uganda,
Ghana, Senegal and the new South
Africa, Kenya’s importance as a model
of economic development in Africa has
dwindled.
The notion of liberal

competition in
that has become the
principal characteristic of Kenya’s
capitalism in the past decade, assumes
a

free economy
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different

meaning when situated
equity propelled
by feminism. The production of
a

within the demands for

competitive, self-assertive and
independent individuals that capitalism
promises, is only concordant with the
socialisation of men and consequently
oppositional to the socialisation of
women. The Kenyan capitalist society
brings up to think of ourselves as
individuals with a unique set of qualities
and abilities which we mould through
formal edueation and later utilise

through economic enterprises in the
liberal market. It teaches

us

that

we are

responsible for the equality and
meaningfulness of our individual lives
and that, if we are unhappy or miserable,
then we have only ourselves to blame.
Undergirded here is the notion of
freedom, freedom to participate in a free
eeonomy (liberalised economy).
Inseparable from this conception of
freedom as Nkrumah puts it, is the view
that the presence or absenee of wealth
denotes the presence or

treated

as equals, often taking lesser
and doing more work. This fits
perfectly with their socialisation to be
docile and obedient to authority. But
the woman do not want to simply live
solely in relation to men and children.
She wants to be given the same
opportunities and skills open to men so

not

wages

to compete fairly in the free market
(Kabira-Mukabi et al. 1993).

as

While the

capitalist ethic promises
availability of success to the hardworking individuals, women realize that
such a choice has never been entirely
open to them due to cultural relations
and expectations pressed upon them.
They have been confined to the
domestic sphere and whenever they
acquire any skills, they are restricted to
serviee jobs that are inherently
supervised by men. Women end up
taking such jobs as office secretary,
copy typist, nurses and waitresses. In
such positions, women’s success in
the

absence of

ability (n.d:24). Therefore, if we do not
like the kind of life

we

have, then

we

should have worked harder at .school,
or else we just do not have the abilities
and

capacities to achieve

more

in

our

lives (Seidler 1992:8).
But capitalist morality

has its own
gendered interpretations. Through
feminism,

Kenyan women are
questioning the whole rationale given
through the capitalist smoke screen that
promises equal access to economic
opportunity. The opportunity and tools
that enable one to participate fully in
the ‘free market’ are all gendered,
classed, raced etc, and hence restricted.
Those that have the skills necessary

for
specialised jobs, are busy trying to
marginalise those that do not so as to
minimize the level of competition. This
competition is what makes the woman’s
entry into the capital market difficult
given

the

different

levels

of

Men

the

providers
only provide
care for that provision;
for the woman to make
claims to that role of
providing is to claim a

and

are

women

man’s identity.

contexts

that

men

and

women

reeeive.

The

practical dimension of women
taking up jobs outside the home
contradicts their socially sanctioned role
of mother and home-maker. This
socialisation that ’teaches

women

to

view them.selves
familial

primarily in terms of
relationships, especially as

wives, mothers, rather than as workers,
(Bonvillian 1995:170), benefits the

Women
public space that is
configured speeifically as male; they are
Kenyan capitalist
venture into

economy.

the
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service to others. Women learn to put
the needs and demands of their children
and

family before their individual needs
(Bonvillain 1995: Seidler 1991).
Thus through historical and social
nurturing, women learn to be
inadequate and dependent, always
appended to someone else. Indeed,
when

considers the contemporary

one

naming system that only allows women
to

be named after men, either their father

or

husband,

one

men

for their

women dependent upon
everyday needs. Men are

the breadwinners and
homemakers
in

where

entirely

as a

woman

to

Through hard work, that the
capitalist ethic demands as a
prerequisite for success, men are
socialised
to
be
competitive,
independent and self-sufficient. Men
learn to pride themselves in not needing
others, while women by virtue of their
marginalised existence, learn to value
dependence. Indeed, women’s identity
is built around dependence and

a

a man’s identity.
The last of ten years of Kenya’s
economic life have witnessed a large
women

to

entrepreneurs that has
reverse

of

accumulation. In the

the

social

wealth
and
same period there

has been increased

awareness

of

women’s

rights through civil education
sponsored by feminists groups in Kenya
(cf Nzomo 1993; Kibwana 1995). This
has been interpreted by the political
local

success.

in

make claims to that role of

establishment

gendered nature of the capitalist

success

providing is to claim

other.

ethic reflects itself in the different ways
men and women identify with work and

the

family is
result of the efforts of the
woman, through her planning and
choice of economie options, public
opinion acclaims the man. The woman
may herself perpetuate the same notion
by acknowledging that whatever she
has done for the family has been done
by her husband. To claim responsibility
for a successful family or business even
if she is entirely the stronghold behind
it, is to go against social norm. Men
are the providers and women only
provide care for that provision; for the
cases

configuration

The

women

(Seidler 1991:38). Even

spheres of employment are minimal and
very slow. Yet capitalism equates
success with hard work, subsequently
resulting in the divide between
individual experience, choice and
aspiration on one hand, and success,
achievement and happiness on the

CaI’ITAI.LST Contkxt

how

has often made

climbing to higher positions within their

in a

see

system that is so reflective of capitalism

influx of

Gkndkr

is bound to

are ineomplete without their
association with a man. The wage

they

threatened

siocialization and

preparation for career
opportunities outside of the local

inadequacy. Women almost always
pride themselves in succeeding to be of

as

the indoctrination of

with

‘foreign’ ideas and
highly discouraged. Politicians
have continually tried to advise women
against listening to the views expressed
in such civil education seminars as they
would morally degrade them. It is no
women

hence

wonder therefore, that the women’s

meeting in Beijing, China was
by politicians in Kenya to

demonized
an extent

that the

women

who attended

sympathetic to the views
expressed in the conference were called
or

were

to reveal their moral

standards. At many

public political rallies. President Moi
argued that the meeting was centred
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around teaching women social deviance
and termed it bei chini (low vlaue) from

women’s issues) and often adopt a
holier than-thou attitude to the demands

the close

bring to the political arena their lived
experiences and emotional anxieties,

by feminists. They want nothing
by
ignoring the issues, they will somehow
disappear. This, however, is to deny
the reality that men are intimately tied
to the issues that women are trying to
work out and it is only out of mutual
cooperation between all the genders that
the feminist project can indeed be

the often off-the-cuff male reaction is

successful and

phonological similarity with
‘Beijing’.
That notwithstanding, the feminist
project has had its share of the male
wrath through the overall downplaying
of emotions and feeling that surrounds
the word

men’s socialization.

to

When

women

made

to

do with it and often think that

Sometimes

trivialize them

saying that what they
women’s issues which

meaningful.
I am intrigued by

some

gender equity but are unwilling to
review their own personal practices and
relations they have with women close
to them or those they interact with on a
regular basis. To some extent this
category can be seen to be taking
advantage of this newly created social
space through which to access funding
from donors who

Third, there are those who like the
first category, put the feminist project
aside but this time in

to-do-with-us

should not be mixed with the ‘real’
issues (that men

chores, for instance, is due to their

a

This

instead of

women’s territory. ‘How
territory?’ they
will say. This could be due to a number
of reasons, including; the use of noninterference as a defence of not wanting
to help or the fear of denting their
masculinity in case they entered into a
social space that is considered

all

‘feminine’. At times, women also tend

pursuing

are

With a lot
through the state

pursue).

pressure, men,

apparatus, will set up

separate

for the women to
deal with ‘their’ issues which tends to
exclude
feminist
issues
from
mainstream activities of politics,
institutions

or arena

economics, academics, etc.

Thus

injecting feminist issues into
spheres of social and cultural life,

governments, organizations,
academic boards

are

content

and

with

a

subsidiary department where all
women’s issues

are

handled.

This is

reflective of the men’s

unwillingness to
that the so-called

acknowledge
women’s issues
as

are

male friends who say

respect for the

this kind of reaction by
insisting that the kitchen is their
domain. This may be attributed to the
woman’s desire to express her
supremacy and the very fact that she
to

In fact, some men are
known to associate

from the

everyday relations women
have the men. Again, this is a reflection
of the men unwillingness to deconstruct
how they are socialized to be men,
which to say the least sets them up to
a

reaction to the feminist

theorizing has taken in Kenya which
often leads many to believe that those
concerned are interested in replacing
men

with

women.

Instead

of

substantiating to the general population
the central purpose of feminism
ideology that seeks to establish gender
equity, many of the leaders of Kenya
women’s organisations have tended to
present feminism as an ‘anti-men
project’.
Generally, however, there have been
different reactions to the feminist

project from the male population in
Kenya. I have put these reactions into
three categories that only highlight a
cross-section of the possible ideas that
can

be drawn from the reactions and is

thus not

a

encourage

indeed men’s issues

well, given the fact that they emanate

make such

I interfere with her

can

summation of the entire

discourse.

feminists with personal
inability where their
personal status is used
to gauge their public
performance.

a

manner.

that the feminist

it-has-nothingThese

men

feel

project is nothing but

diversion from the ‘real’ issues of life.

only confirms the underlying
where as men, and
consequently the socially and culturally
notion of masculinity

powerful, they do not have to listen
they have always maintained
the power to be heard. Such are the men
because

who without

idea of what

an

women

have to say, dismiss the feminist
as undesirable and unAfrican (as

project
if there

is

something African about the many
woes that they perpetuate in their
communities).
This is not to

the feminist

forget those women
identify and support
project, some because of

their fear

rock the boat and others

who also refuse to
to

out

of sheer

are

various

men) to

or

ignorance. While there
reasons

for

(and
feminist

women

not to embrace the

project, there is a tendency to shun
certain arguments or issues raised by the
different threats of feminism. This is
healthy in that it reflects the many (and
necessary) facets of feminism.
However, one of the major rea.sons for
a negative perception of feminism may
be due to how it

was

‘marketed’ in the

middle of this century especially by
white liberal middle class women from
the north.

limited, if any, social
spaces to do that, she appropriates the
domestic space and declares it her
territory. In many cases, however, this
may not be true of many households
given the existence of a house help who
assumes many of these domestic chores
(especially among the middle and upper
class social categories ). If the woman
had as much social space from where
to exert her individual authority as the
may

man,
to

have

very

then she would not be confined

Second, there

those who have

been

everyday lived realities of all Kenyans.
These are those who insist that hayo ni
mambo ya wnawake (those are

seminars to educate communities

are

Thus, as bell hooks (1984:33)
articulates, the focus on ideology and

practice of male domination by militant
white

women

made feminism appear
between sexes than a

more as a war

political struggle to end sexist
oppression, a struggle that would imply
change on the part of women and men.
This gave the distorted picture that men
had nothing to gain from the feminist
project and that its success would make
men

losers.

In fact,

some men are

known to associate feminists with

the domestic space.

First, there are many who try to
separate the feminist project from
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interested in social

change.

that the reason
they would not want to help in domestic

are

are

supportive of the feminist project,
at least ideologically.
This is the
category of men involved in organizing
on

personal inability where their personal
status is used to gauge their public
performance. One is here reminded of
many instances where those advocating
for gender equity are deemed as single/
SAPEM NOVEMBER 1999

Gender
divorced frustrated

women

who

are

incapable of giving any tangible
reasoning. Interestingly men who have
failed in their marriages eontinue to lead
and manage public affairs and this has
been

never

seen

as

a

necessary

condition to gauge their performance or
to dismiss their public abilities.
In
war

a

capitalist context, this seeming

between the

sexes means

that

men

have to work overtime to stifle any
efforts made by women who are then
seen

only

not

enemies. From

as

eompetitors but

as

personal standpoint I
agree with hooks when she sees the
strongest point of feminism lying in its
ability to offer us men and women a new
ideological meeting ground, a spaee for
criticism, struggle and social and
a

women

instance, the audience is treated

Indeed, patriarchy as a social institution
that empowers and allows men to control
women, is propagated by its ability to

a to

men entangled in a wrestling
who at the end of the match,

pair of
contest

amid lots of shouts and

jostling from
a foaming
glass of Kenbrew Lager. In that of
Tusker Lager locally dubbed ‘baaba ya
kazi’ (after work), images of men
working are splashed on the screen.
We see men fishing, in construction
work, loading cargo etc, who after their
work are seen enjoying Tusker Lager.

the fans,

are

‘rewarded’ with

In the radio commercial for Pilsner,

strength is the key word as espoused
in the repeated words of the
eommercial that is similar in both the

English and Swahili versions. The
words

...

Pilsner, Pilsner, ‘bia imara

kama simba’ (strong
be interpreted as a

dehumanization that characterizes

like a lion)... may
rellection of the
character of those that partake of the
beverage or the depiction of the nature

human interaction

of the beer itself. If the beer is

as

lion how about that
down not one but many

who

cultural

It

transformation,

can

transform

relationships so that the
and
alienation,
competition
can

be

replaced with

man

strong
can

feelings of intimacy, mutuality and

as a

camaraderie (ibid.:34). It is in this vein
that men and women need to work

of it?
Essentially these and many other
beer commercials put together some
important attributes necessary for the
display of maleness; physical labour
(where intense strength is exerted) is
often presented as a prerequisite for the
enjoyment of the beer. Thus, beer
serves as a reward for a hard days
work; it is a symbolie enactment of the
successful completion of a day’s work
as in the case of Tusker Lager or Keg
beer after a tough game of squash. In
cases where beer itself is depicted as
tough or having a strong taste, it
becomes a challenge to prove one’s
masculinity by overcoming the beer
through drinking it as in the case of

together to accomplish these goals of
the feminist project.
Mas(
One

in.iNii V ON

of

the

Display

main

arenas

where

masculinity is displayed and nurtured
is in the mass media (a very powerful
tool that is used to perpetuate the
capitalist ethic). Television, radio, and
newspapers all play a major role in
rellecting, reproducing, and at times
reconstructing gendered identities and
expectations for the cultures they target.
One area that we see primarily devoted
to the capitalist purpose
of profitmaking while constantly reproducing
masculinity, is advertising. An example
familiar with, beer
commercials in Kenya, will exemplify
that

I

am

this issue

relevant

Remember

overcoming hurdles and succeeding is
an essential ingredient for capitalism.

include those for Kenbrew beer. Tusker

brand

names

manufactured and sold in
SAPEM NOVEMBER 1999

of

beer

Kenya. In the

as

boys, girls

or

adults.

maintain

male-supremacy through
minimizing women’s ability to ascend

and maintain social and cultural control.
I have tried to show that maleness and

capitalism have interesting relationship
with feminism

be

as men are

anti-feminist.

socialized to

The

notion

of

competition espoused through the
capitalist ethic plays right into the
building of masculinity where the key
to the man’s lived experience is based
on challenges and the quest to eontrol.
The degree of the hardness of the
challenges faced magnifies the risk of
failure and consequently the significance
and importance of success.
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Peace

and

Security

Peace-Building: The
Great Lakes Region
Mwesiga Baregu

is now over three months since the
Cease-fire Accord to end the war in

regional and international community in
establishing lasting peace in the DRC.

the DRC was signed, first by the state
parties to the conflict and about onemonth later by the founders of the RCD

This situation, if not checked, can lead to
the breakdown of the 1999 DRC Lusaka

I

t

Accord

as has happened with the 1994
Angola Lusaka Accord.
As if to compound the Great Lakes
peace problems, Julius Nyerere the OAU
designated mediator in the Burundi
conflict just died. At the last mediation
meeting he held with the conflicting
parties he expressed exasperation with the
Burundi peace process and described it as
a waste of time and money.
This was
because he felt that the parties to the
conflict in Burundi were not genuinely
committed to peace making. It is thus
interesting to note that in the wake of
Nyerere’s death the Burundi government
has suggested South Africa as his
replacement. That the patron of the
liberation struggles in Southern Africa
should have been frustrated by the

The difficulties
encountered in the course of getting to the
rebel movement.

agreement are well documented.
include rebel insistence

on

They

participating

equals with the Kabila government in
regional state negotiations, Rwanda’s and
Uganda’s demands for security
as

guarantees, the DRC’s

refusal to

I

participate in the same regional meetings
with the rebels; SADC Allies’ demands
for the withdrawal of the invading forces

of Rwanda ad

Uganda, etc. The
agreement is thus a compromise
maintaining a delicate balance between the
imperatives of sovereignty and the
territorial integrity of the Congo, the
security concerns of Uganda and Rwanda
and the democracy demands of the rebels.
The signing of the Lusaka Agreement
raised significant hopes that a peace
process was getting underway in the
Congo and that this would gradually lead
to a comprehensive peace-building
movement in the entire Great Lakes

the Southern Africa

as a

Burundi peace process itself says a lot
about the complexity of the problem. But
that he should be
;

and

as

we

statement the SADC Allied Forces
Commander accused the rebel forces and
their backers of not observing the

agreement and alleged that instead they
were seeking to change the facts on the

He referred in particular to
Rwanda’s insatiable appetite for the
diamond town of Mbuji Mayi. He
attributed these negative developments to
ground.

the failure to form the Joint

Military

Commission which is charged with the
responsibility of ensuring that none of the
belligerent parties make any moves that
change the situation on the ground after

attaching their signatures to the
agreement. He concludes that it was
disheartening to note that the rebels and
their allies did not seem to be taking heed
of the efforts being made by both the
54

interesting questions not only about the
course of the peace process in
Burundi but also the prospects for longterm peace-building in the region. In the
future

whole.

write now, the
implementation of the Agreement is in
abeyance and there are reliable reports of
growing cease-fire violations. In a recent i
Sadly,

replaced by South Africa

which is known to have supported the
rebels and invaders in the DRC raises

meantime the situation in Burundi
continues to deteriorate with the recent

killing of the UNICEF representative and
the subsequent withdrawal of UN
personnel.
It is against this background that the
Southern African Regional Institute for
Policy
Research
(SARIPS) in
collaboration with the Austrian Study
Center for Peace and Conflict Resolution

(ASPR) and the Tampere Peace Research
Institute (TAPRI) will be holding a three
week seminar on Peace-Building in the
Great Lakes

Region in the month of

November.
The purpose of the seminar is to
enhance a policy related discourse

combined with

a training workshop on
aiming at the identification and
elaboration of relevant peace-building
activities in the Great Lakes Region. To

mediation

achieve these goals the
attracted a wide range of

seminar has
professionals
including diplomats, representatives of

NGOs, academics, military personnel,
community representatives and other
individuals.
On the whole, the seminar participants
will be

people who have been engaged in
peace-building activities in deeply divided
societies with protracted conflicts. Such
activities include fact-finding, peaceful
settlement of conflicts, mediation, human

rights protection and promotion as well
as other types of local and international

building activities.
Peace-building efforts have to
empower regional and local actors and,
in the Great Lakes Region, have to be
implemented as early as possible in order
to prevent further conflict escalation,
human suffering expensive military
operations and post-war reconstruction
peace

costs.

To that end, the seminar

will seek to

explore ways for SADC, its member states
as well as other regional actors and the
OAU to enhance existing initiatives or to
develop new capabilities in peace
building. This will include preparing the
ground and setting the agenda for a
regional Peace and Security Conference
which would aim at creating a shared
perception of threat and a collective
conception of peace and security in the
region. It is our hope and expectation that
the seminar will serve as a major step
towards long-term peace building in the
region and in Africa as a whole.
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L^tasnnn
Robben Island
A Selection

of Ahmed Kathnida's Prison Correspondence, 1964-

1989, Forward by Nelson Mandela; Introduction by Wlater Sisulu;
1999, edited by Robert D Vassen; Mayibuye Books/Michigan State

University press; pp263; price R120. Reviewed by Napoleon Abdidai

o

ne

of the draw backs of African

politicians and activists is that they
seldom write about their experiences in
government, in opptrsition. in exile or in prison.
The reproduction of knowledge seems not to be
part and parcel of their agenda. Everything is
left to oral tradition and foreign students of
politics. Fortunately, this trend is dying. South
African politicians are writing, consequently we
are enriching our environment. Despite this
modest real movement in our history we .still
know very little. So much is still hidden from
the world on the sacrifice of anti-apartheid
leaders incarcerated

on

Robben Island and

Pollsmoor

prisons. This gem contains 86 of the
900 personal letters. It reveals for the first titne
the secret ingenious codes for the people,
organisations, places and events used by the
leaders of the African National Council (ANC)
in

corresponding with internal and external
help defeat apartheid. Despite its
sophistication, the apartheid machinery never
broke the ANC codes. Coding and its nemesis
leaders to

is

old as writing.
In this fascinating

as

and historic book.
imprisoned at the age of 35
with ANC gurus such as Nelson Mandela, Walter
Kathrada. who

was

Sisulu. Govin Mbeki and others in 1964 reveals
that Nelson Mandela

was

code

name

'Uncle

of his clan titles Sophitsho.
'Mota', was the name given to Dr. Yusuf Dadoo.
the veteran medical officer and secretary general
of South African Communist Party (SACP) who
Soapy', after

one

died in London in 1983.

Walter Sisulu

as

'the

playing Uncle Jokotea', 'Cyclops' Was
Maharaj, for, he has only one eye. Other

Kathrada

notes

in this

f

and sympathetic
book that ‘jail is one long
wait. Fortunately the ever-present
awareness of the reasons why one finds
oneself here helps to restrict the incarceration
to one's physical self. One's thoughts cannot be
imprisoned...’ The golden rules for all new
prisoners till their release was first to keep want,
second to start exercising regularly and last but
the least to

immediately apply to study.
Kathrada, who left formally education at the age
of 18 left prison in October 1989 with four
university degrees. He, like Mandela, was
opposed to the ‘education after liberation' slogan
not

of black South African students.
Prison

regulations which

were meant to

break

down

prisoners certainly had their effect. When
authorities insisted only 'a first-degree

the

relative' could visit

prisoners. Kathrada. 'the
baby’ among the ANC prisoners in Pollsmoor
prison felt he should have married. He writes
that receiving visitors was an excellent event. It
raised their spirits. He could not hide his feelings
when he saw a baby for the first time in 20 years.
In a letter dated 23 February 1986 to the Fatima
Meer family, Kathrada shows one of the non
antagonistic moments of their prison life. Uncle
Mandela not sharing the gtxsd news of a visit from
Meer's daughter. 'I remember the inordinate
delay before he told us about it and the
excruciating calm with which he related it. For
this he was appropriately censured by both Uncle
Water and myself. But that's Uncle Nelson all
over...

We

are

convinced that if he

were to

be

was to

be

soccer

called

Mac

released tomorrow, he would return to the cell
and tell us after an hour or two as if it is simple
one of those
everyday things.' On new years day

code

names

include, 'Rahia' for the academic

Ruth First, wife of Joe Slovo, whose code

name

'Jawahar'. First, was murdered in Maputo
in the 1980s. Aziz Pahad, the current deputy

was

foreign minister
'Dagga' etc.

was

named

as

'Dagwood'

or

He describes how the former transport

minister

Maharaj, who was released from prison
in 1977 smuggled Mandela’s manuscripts in the
covers of files to London to be published in the
1980 as: No easy Walk to Freedom. Despite the
hardiness of the authorities. Kathrade and other

prisoners kept corresponding with ANC leaders
in exile. ‘1 thought about the letter on Friday
nights and Saturdays, then wrote a bit. It was
not so systematic, but it worked quite well.'
The historic letter reveal how the
had

prisoners

adopt strict rules to stay healthy and
political uprightness despite their isolation.
to
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to

the office and told that he

in 1986. he and other

prisoners had tea in tea cups
without nervousness..' This was
at the time Mandela was isolated for 'talks about
talks' project. Prisoners were only used to metal
and 'it

was not

utensils.

The book describes in detail the various
uncoordinated

manner the censors used to deprive
political prisoners from information. For
example, in October 1964. Katbrada's oldest
brother wrote him mentioning that, the British
Labour Party under Harold Wilson had won the
general election. This letter was given to him
eighteen years after it was sent. The censors
would blocked out sections of letters they did not

like.
To make up with time. Kathrada shows in a
letter dated 1973 how their small garden worked

wonders. He

writes 'we've

expert

got

a

garden

little
patch

here which has

yielded.... about 2
OOOchilies, close
1
toes,

few
and

a

melons

000

on

toma-

radishes, onions, sweet
2

watermelons.

It

was

good to see... fellow gardeners trooping out each
morning with rulers, bail-points, labels, and
other instruments and carefully taking
measurements and making copious notes...
Nowadays the garden is Nelson's (Mandela)
baby, and he is fanatical about it.' To add to the
curiosity of Mandela’s garden was the amval
of 'lady’ chameleon, her arrival and the birth of
6 little babies. They were promptly abandoned.
This 'caused some excitement, speculation and
talk’, writes Kathrada, he continues ‘this excited
all our parental feelings and out concern for the

orphans, the lowly, the helpless.' The author
continues 'each morning and throughout the day,
you'd find a cluster of chaps around one little
baby engaged in animated discussion.'
The political prisoners wee absolutely cut
off from the general information to the extent
that Kathrada recalled that

on

October 13, 1989,

when tbe warder said

they had received ‘a fax'
instructing them to release him, they asked:
'What is

a

fax?'

Princess Diana, who helped rise the
of landmines and AIDS/HIV awareness

profile
played
'a big part' in helping the ANC long term
prisoners to overcome the well known prejudices
about HW/AIDS. The wonder princess had been
shown on television talking to and kissing an
AIDS baby, it .sent the message that you can talk
and

play with victims of this deadly disease
becoming a victim.
It is a pity that this excellent book is not
produced en-masse for the people to read. The
price is too high. For, it seems South Africans
are already forgetting their recent history. And
a people without a sense of their history and
culture can surely not develop.
to

without

A wonderful, readable book.

Kathrada

impressive range of topics including
history, gardening, chameleons, music, sports,
covers an

children and education, but less

on

economies.

A

sample of 86 letters from about 900 shows
incompleteness, and yet, it adds so much to our
knowledge and understanding of what the antiapartheid imprisoned leaders accomplished.
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Book Review

The life and times of

Thabo Mbeki
Written

by Adrian Hadland and

Jovial Rantao (Zebra Press), April
1999 and reviewed

c

uriously, little is really known about
Mandela’s successor, even within the
ranks of the ANC itself.

He’s the suave,

sophisticated, pipesmoking intellectual who quotes Shelley and
Shakespeare with ease.
He’s the arrogant, ruthless, toughminded politician, cold-bloodedly sweeping
aside all in his path along the road to ultimate
power in South Africa. He’s the fair-minded
negotiator who warded off the possibilities
of the Inkatha Freedom Party or white rightwingers derailing the negotiated settlement
in South Africa and plunging the country into
all-out civil

enigma. Rumour abounds,
but little is really known about so public a
figure as Mbeki.
an

An attempt to

address this is made in The

Life and Times of Thabo Mbeki by Adrian
Hadland and Jovial Rantao. Hadland is

assistant editor at the

an

Sunday Independent

in South Africa while Rantao is

political
correspondent for The Star and chairman of
the South African parliamentary Press
Gallery Association.
Their (unauthorised) biography of Mbeki
traces his life from herd-boy in the Transkei
to the eve of his taking over as president of
South Africa, and offers insights into the
forces at play in shaping the man. It looks at
the effects of coming from a highly
politicised family where commitment to the
liberation struggle outweighed familial
responsibilities, his reclusive nature as a
young boy, his scholarly achievements, the
influence that Oliver Tambo had

on

his life

during his exile years, and his rise to power
on

importantly, the implications of any such
conspiracy are not addressed. For if any such
pact existed, then the men would have been
engaged in an unscrupulous attempt to use
the struggle of the South African masses to
further their own nepotistic purposes. The

only in a chosen few friends. This
undoubtedly would apply in such cases as

authors owed it to the four men, as much as
to the rest of South Africa to thoroughly

surround himself

investigate the

rumours

and to confirm

or

kill them.
For years now there have been
that Mbeki is the arch-manipulator,
out

and

claims

forcing
destroying those who could be rival

claimants to the throne. The authors touch
how Cyril Ramaphosa, former secretarygeneral of the Congress of South African
Trade Unions (Cosatu) who was one of the
key figures in the internal struggle, and who
was the ANC’s chief negotiator at the multiparty talks fell from grace. Together with the
assassinated Chris Hani, Ramaphosa would
have been a popular choice as deputy
on

war.

Mbeki is

by Trevor Harris

his return to South Africa.

But, it is an unsatisfying work.
issues
without
interrogating

It raises
them

sufficiently. It offers tantalising glimpses

president, yet, when Mandela announced his
Cabinet, it

was to

Touching

providing

Mbeki that the honour fell.

on

any

such subjects without
new

insight into the

maneuverings that might have brought about
this situation does not do Justice

to the reader.

The issue has been aired before, as has Rama-

phosa’s departure from political life into the
business arena. What was required here was
to go deeper into Mbeki’s possible
involvement and to give the reader more
information
There

on

are

the issues.

others too, whom the authors

acknowledge might have been sidelined by
Mbeki: Tokyo Sex-wale, Pallo Jordan, Terror
Lekota, Bantu Holomisa, Jay Naidoo... there
is a long list of very able party cadres who
have
to

disappeared from the

scene or

pushed

the sidelines.
There is another list, none the less

about facets of the Mbeki character but does

crucial, of people who have done damage to

explore them with anything like the
rigour that a student of South African affairs

the

not

would like.

for

example several references
throughout the book that a Royal Circle
comprising Mandela, Tambo, Walter Sisulu
There

are

and Thabo’s father. Govan. had made a pact
years before in the
would be president.
this assertion is
nature of this
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Transkei that Thabo
The evidence to back

never

cited. The form and

pact is never revealed,

and more

party’s image, like Winni Madikizela-

Mandela and Nkosasana Zuma of “Sarafina

H” fame who have been nurtured and

supported by Mbeki. As the authors note,
Mbeki has been accused of
himself with

surrounding

coterie of yes-men

rather than
drawing to his inner circle the best that the
party has to offer. They infer that this might
be due to the insecurity of exile where exiles
a

feared infiltration of their structures

by

apartheid agents and thus tended to confide

the Pahad brothers with whom Mbeki

was

very close in London, but is surely not the
whole story. Mbeki possesses one of the best
intellects in the ANC, but if he chooses to

only with hangers-on, then
implications for the ANC, and
indeed. South Africa, and again there was a
duty on the part of the authors to more closely
interrogate these issues. They come up with
little more than what we have already
gleaned from the press and common gossip.
Also not given anything like detailed
treatment is Mbeki’s relationship with Peter
Mokaba, the firebrand youth league leader,
now deputy minister, whose campaigning
threw the youth league firmly behind Mbeki
for the deputy presidency. It was Mokaba
it would have

who

later to put out two

controversial
questioning the
disproportionate number of whites and
Indians in the ANC’s ranks in parliament and
in Cabinet, and the second questioning
was

discussion papers, one

whether historical links with the South

African Communist

Party (SACP) should

continue.
The

first

was

seen

by many as a

resurgence of the Africanist position within
the
ANC, which had been rather
overwhelmed during the exile years by
communist and nationalist

ideologues. The

second paper, on

communism, drove to the
controversial issue of the Tripartite

very
Alliance

it

the ANC, SACP and Cosatu - for
argued that if the ANC was to champion

the
not

-

cause of black empowerment, it could
preach capitalism while being in alliance

with communists. Mbeki has been touted as
the

man

behind both these lines of reasoning,

is no investigation of the
implications of this for the future of the ANC

yet there

and South Africa, indeed there are

only
passing references to their closeness.
Hadland and Rantao do provide some
measure of insight into the man who will lead
South Africa into the next millennium, and
some

behind-the-scenes facets of his

personality, but in the final analysis, they fail
to live up to the boast of the back cover to
reveal the man behind the mask and predict
the future course of South Africa’s next
leader.
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What you invariably have too little of.
What Zimbabwe Express Airlines will

help

you

make the most of. Time.
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ft seems as if there’s never enough of it.
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And

we

run

realise that nobody wants to

out of it.

So, to help you make

the most of your

time, our schedules are
designed to give you more time where
F it counts most
enjoying yourself at Vic Falls.
m
Nobody does it better.
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With

Boeing 727 jet flights connecting
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Johannesburg and the Falls
days a week (both ways), you
have the flexibility to plan the trip
that suits you best.
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There

are

tour

excellent

fully inclusive
packages available too.
Your travel

A

w

agent will
have all

■

the details.
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Be It

building project the size of an office complex or
private home, Macdonald Bricks have an
unsurpassed reputation for supplying bricks that are
a

a

*

of the

highest quality
*

strong and dependable
*

attractive and affordable
*

always available
Macdonald Bricks

through to

supply everything from commons
and quarry tiles and there is a

Hl-ATHKR (Rl SriCi

pavers

multitude of colours and finishes to suit individual
tastes and building needs.

Contact Macdonald Bricks for
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^SmacdonalS
]■!

Face Bricks

•

A division of Radar investments

Montgomery Works. P.O. Box 297, Bulavrayo, Zimbabwe
(263){9) 60423/4. 63689. Fax: (263)(9) 67888.
Willsgrove Works. P.O. Box 9090. Hillside, Bulawayo. Zimbabwe
Tel; (263){9} 72818/9, 72838. Fax: <263)(9) 63017.
Tet:

e-mail: macbrick@acacia.samara.co.zw
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