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COMMENT

WHITHER ZAMBIA?

Z
issue

ambia’s second coup attempt
is evidence of wider and

on

malaise. As the

cover

Zambia suggest,

in seven years
deeply rooted

articles in this

special

neither the economic nor

political indicators suggest any improvement in the
state

of the Zambian nation. It is with great

disappointment that we note that Zambia has
degenerated from a beacon of hope for African
democracy into a champion of strong arm tactics in
the

worst

machiavellian

was

one

of

widespread

optimism. The Chiluba administration appeared to
have answers to Zambia’s problems. Peaceful as the
regime change

was

and enlightened as the MMD

leadership claimed to be,

numerous

articles in

SAPEM had warned that:
•Not all

of Zambia’s political and economic
problems could be blamed on Kaunda or the
one-party state;
alliance of
Kaunda’s opponents to really have a strong

•the MMD

was

too

loose

an

political place in society;
•democracy must be rooted in society not in
fights between factions of the ruling elite in
the capital city. With close to 60 percent of
voters not participating in Zambian elections
in the 3rd republic, no administration can
confidently say it represents the people.

of 1991 was provoked by the
Adjustment Programme (SAP). Lt.

The coup attempt

Structural

Solo’s radio

by rampant corruption,

as

mentioned in

speech.

Whatever the

politicians may say about SAP, it is a
painful exercise for the majority of the people. This is the
crux

of the matter.

Instead of

building new housing estates, the MMD
leadership supervises the sharing out of the political
spoils to the loyal. Old council houses were virtually

free to win votes. Deprived of their major
base, most Councils have just collapsed.
What needs to be recognised is that, a low copper price
like a drought caused by El Nino, does not differentiate
between Chiluba or Kaunda. In a globalised economy,
can we really blame our governments for falling standards
of living or credit them for high diamond prices?
It is time to return to the mass based politics of the

given

away

revenue

style.

The situation in 1991

has been marked

independence struggle and involve the majority in decision
making. For Zambia, this will mean allowing opposition
parties to address rallies unmolested, in addition to clean,
open debate between MMD and the opposition.
No one really supports military solutions to political
problems; and in this regard, both the coup attempt and
the state of emergency are anti-democratic. That the
Zambian people have to forego basic freedoms fourty
years after Ghana’s independence is an African disgrace.
Anxieties that people in military uniform, (and worse,
those in unmarked vehicles) generate in society can only
be likened to colonial oppression.
A police force should not terrorise its own people and

Mwamba Luchembe had been sent to Lusaka to

Zambian citizens should not be made afraid of their

help quell the IMF instigated riots; however, he was

police or army. The way forward is for dialogue to be
taken seriously by president Chiluba’s administration. A

won over

to

the side of the

masses

in his coup announcement,

and condemned

the increases in food

prices.
Captain Solo’s attempted coup of 28 October
higher level of SAP which Zambia has

reflects the

reached under the MMD.

The

houses, parastatal companies
2

and

privatisation of
even

hospitals.

own

precedent was set by Kaunda when he sat with the
opposition in a meeting chaired by church leaders.
Compromises were made on the constitution and the 1991
elections were held peacefully. It is that standard set by
the Zambian people in 1991 by which president Chiluba
will be judged and found wanting.H
Sapem December, 1997
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Article
I write in response to

the article SADC
loggerheads? by Horace
Campbell in your journal SAPEM, vol.
Heads

at

SADC libellous

on

in Pretoria on building peacekeeping capacity

publishing comments that use smear tactics

in Southern Africa,

that could

even

that the S A Government would be advised to

sufficient

to

delink security from development - i.e. accept
that the SADC Organ is not subsidiary to

committee.

factual inaccuracies contained in the article,

SADC, but

M. HOUGH

but do consider the content to be libellous

direct contradiction

regarding the Institute for Security Studies

Government and

10.,
I

no.
an

12, October 1997.

not

concerned with the

variety of

(ISS).
For the record, the Institute for

Studies

Security

(ISS) is one of the premier research

institutes

dealing with security in Africa.
Our patron is the Secretary-General of the
OAU, Dr. Salim Ahmed Salim, who

accepted this post with the support of the
South African Government
we are an

because

-

not

because

agent of the S A Government, but

a

democratic South Africa values

and encourages
The institute

critical policy discussion.
was established in early
1991, i.e. after the unbanning of the ANC
and after the start of the negotiated
revolution in South Africa. During that
and subsequent years, ISS played a crucial
role in facilitating debates between the
liberation forces and the armed forces of
the

apartheid regime. Not least of

achievements is

our

influence

establishment of civilian control

on

our
the

over

the

South African military.

On 1 January, 1997
the Institute changed its name to the Institute
for Security Studies - a change that was
widely published. ISS is therefore, the
legal and proud successor to IDP. The
reason for the name change was simply
that our name no longer reflected our wide
scope of activities and that our staff
complement reflects these changes.
1 would susspect that the reason for the
gratuitous attack on ISS is, in fact, a
reflection of the close liaison that SAPES
has with the Zimbabwean Government
and based

on

the mistaken belief that ISS

represents, in an intimate manner, the views
of the South African Government. While

there is, sometimes, a correlation between
ISS and the SA Government, there are an

equal number of times when there are
public differences. For example during the
first week of November, we ran a three day

workshop with the Zimbabwe Staff College
Sapem December. 1997

an

during which I proposed

equal partner. This view is in
to

that of the SA

probably approximates
closely to that of the Zimbabwean
Government. Needless to say, this did not
endear

me

to

the

constitute libel. It is not

that articles do not
necessarily reflect the views ofthe editorial
argue

(PROF)

DIRECTOR:

INSTITUTE

FOR

STRATEGIC STUDIES

officials from the

Department of Foreign Affairs present at our
workshop.
SAPES/SARIPS has a proud tradition of
serving the Southern Africa region and the
cause of African studies in general. It is a
matter of great sadness to see it prostituting
its good name by publishing such tendentious
and scurrilous rubbish.
I should add that a number of those present
at the

public discussion at the SAPES/
colloquium on 24 September in
Harare from which the article by Mr.
Campbell (a Jamaican) originated, expressed
similar misgivings towards our invited
representative, Mr. Richard Cornwell, and
were also unhappy about the blatant South
Africa-bashing which characterised the
public colloquium discussions.
SARIPS

President

Mugabe tired
but not retired
The

fascinating debate about the

succession of President Mugabe must now
to an

come

end. At 74,

Mugabe is

expression from Chiluba the President of
Zambia. He must

now

retire both his vice

presidents Simon Muzenda and Joshua
Nkomo.
Now is the

right time. All the much
Zvobgo,
Mahachi misfired during the

Dr.Jakkie Cilliers

talked about nationalists like

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Msika and
recent

Academic criticism of articles published
in

Journals is acceptable. An article
published by the Institute for Strategic
Studies and written by an academic from
Rand Afrikaans University on the SADC
Organ is, however, used by Campbell to
launch attacks with an apparent thinlydisguised agenda on the Institute for
Strategic Studies. The Institute for Security
Studies is similarly attacked. He comments,
with reference to the

former, that the
“journal remains committed to the ideas of
white supremacy”. What utter rubbish. The
journal is open to academic views covering
a wide spectrum, and has included articles
from inter alia various African academics.
A journal such as SAPEM should
exercise editorial discretion before

now

very old and after 18 years in power, “he
is tired but not retired” to borrow an

ex-combatant demonstration and

their

popularity is at its lowest.
he can easily retire
Nkomo and Muzenda and replace them
At this moment,

with activists like Dr. Hunzvi. He is the

only

person with popularity which
transcend the entire nation. He is loved in

Matabeleland for his effort
ZIPRA to be
as an

to

inform

compensated. He is trusted

ex-ZIPR A and ZAPU member with

Matabeleland

at

heart.

The Shona

people love him as one of
of intellectual
who is very accessible and a companion
of the cause of the common people.
their

own.

He is the type

Hlokholani Chauke

Chitungwiza
ZIMBABWE

3

COVER STORY

Solo’s Attempted

Cou]

Lewis Sakala
would resist the

Captain Steven Lungu,” alias
Captain Solo boomed across the country on

military regime.
According to Captain Solo, grave and
very bad things would have occurred to
Zambia had the Army not taken over by the

Radio Two Station of the Zambia National

1st of November, 1997.

arly in the morning of 28 October
1997, the voice of “President

Broadcasting Corporation proclaiming that

Captain Solo’s reign lasted for four hours

“...This is in the interest of the Nation.

and succeeded in grounding Zambia to a halt

There should be

no hooliganism, no looting,
kind of any criminal activities because
such will be tantamount to military

on

disciplinary action becau.se this action is
purely to save the nation from total collapse.”
On “former” Republican President. Mr.
F. T J Chiluba, Captain Solo declared, “You
have seen what our friend, former president
of the Republic of Zambia, Mr. Chiluba did.
He brought hooliganism in the nation. He
had no foresight, together with people who

citizens. Business all

no

visibly disrupted and
in-doors. Children
to

the country was

people stayed
stopped from going

many

were

school, and to make matters

was an

worse,

this

examination period

nine and twelve. The

for grades seven,
nation was going

would be announced later.”

Bible) that those who have assembled

Former President Chiluba
‘flushed out of State House

was

to be

by force if he

peacefully surrender’ (this because
“captured” yet),
Any resistance to the military regime
would be crushed by force,
Officers of the National Redemption

failed to

he had not been

After

an

interval, it

was

revealed that

together against

support and solidarity messages from abroad

and

had already begun pouring in and that the
military take over was the last resort to save
the nation, all other methods having failed.

ever

Other pronouncements

included the

banning of political activities; suspension
of the Republican Constitution; dismissal
of all the defence and security chiefs, and

putting the General Staff on stand by; and
finally, use of the Firing squads to deal with
those in the “former” Chiluba regime known
to have been corrupt and all those who
4

over

Council who had led the revolution

and support it.
supposed to be one of best
countries in the Southern hemisphere of the
equator, but due to such useless hopeless
individuals, things have gone very bad.”
Captain Solo then went through the now
standard announcements any soldier recites
when declaring a military takeover.

Zambia is

-

1997. During those four
long hours. Captain Solo was virtually incharge of the country of nine million plus

through that agonizing moment, which
inevitably would have decided whether the
new government had come to stay or not. An
uneasy gloom hung over the country.
Shortly before lOOOhrs, a Lt. Col. Siame
announced on Radio Two that the coup had
been crushed. After that, a clearly shaken
and hysterical President Chiluba, in a
stringent pulpit voice declared, among other
things, “Fellow countrymen. Good Morning.
1 am happy to announce to the nation that the
plans of the enemy have been thwarted.
1 want to warn those who want to rise by
the sword that they will fall by the sword.
The people of Zambia decided freely and
democratically to elect my government. This
government will continue with the
programme and 1 want to say (quoting the

cannot reason

“-

28th October,

no

shall fall for

us,

our

weapons ever formed against us

prosper at all.
The Lord God of

nation. Jesus

our

sake
shall

Glory will guide this

rock will continue to

strengthen us...the enemy is defeated. Victory
is certain in Jesus’ name. Thank you fellow
Zambians. Go about your work. Don’t be
intimidated, don’t be frightened by anyone.
The situation is firmly under control. This is
your President. Thank you.”
Later in the afternoon, after locating the
Army Commander (who had mysteriously

President Chiluba: “Plans

of the Enemy I

during the attempted coup period,
and his wife and children had been taken
vanished

captive by soldiers who had ransacked his
house at about 030()hrs), The Minister of
Legal Affairs, Mr. Vincent Malambo,
Minister of Defence, Mr. Ben Mwila and
several other government

officials, hastily

Sapem December, 1997
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I: Blame

It On Chiluba
questions

were
affirmed his

commitment

to

asked. Mr. Chiluba then regovernments’ continued
the economic reforms. He

noted that

the treasury

talk," there

was no

clear indication of any

stake-holders
genuine dialogue aimed at resolving the
political crisis which has gripped the country
since April 1995 when the Republican
in

Constitution

was

amended in

barred Dr. Kaunda from

a manner

that

participating in

Presidential elections.
As in his

morning address. Mr. Chiluba
parade his faith in

utilised the occasion to
God.

“Fellow citizens, every inch of our soil is
The Lord Jesus is in full

Christian.

control...there shall be

no power greater
than that of our Lord Jesus Christ...the Lord

is

keeping his hand over our nation ...We are
charge. Yes, we shall continue with the
law programmes, the political programmes
and also with the economic programmes.”
in

he said.
In 1991. Mr. Chiluba was overwhelmingly

elected to lead Zambia along a path of popular

political and economic reforms. Dr. Kaunda
and his United National Independence Party
(UNIP) were trounced soundly.
In an
unprecedented move on the continent of
Africa. Dr. Kaunda did
full

not even

wait for the

before

conceding defeat and
vacating State Hou.se for Mr. Chiluba. There
was great joy in the
country at the noncount

violent democratic

...

Dr. Kaunda had

Economic Reforms
The

the nation

manner

conceded defeat.

the President ’ s own words, in order to “assure

that the efforts and attempt

the enemy to

by

dislodge and dislocate our
government failed.”
The briefing was a one-sided affair as no
Sapem Decemher, 1997

introduction of Value Added Tax (VAT) a

and Division.

desire to engage other political

a press briefing which was
conducted in the grounds of State House, in

the taxation

to

government is free to procure goods and
services on credit, but will pay when and if

to

organised

Stubborn pursuit
stability, radical changes
regime (including the

of macro-economic

privatisation would continue and
this was clearly in reference to the on-going
non-transparent and chaotic sale of the huge
Zambia Consolidated Copper Mines Assets
Apart from a vague reference to “continue

been thwarted".

dislocations in the country.

unprecedented emphasis on a free
privatisation, attracting
foreign investment, removal of exchange
controls, state withdrawal from agriculture,
removal of consumer subsidies, deregulation
and rapid promotion of trading and a religious
adherence to the Structural Adjustment
Programme (SAP) have led to many
market economy,

strange operating cash budget (whereby

collects some money!), blind
Treasury Bills as broad money
supply regulatory mechanism, absence of
minimum protection of local manufacturers
and the substitution of indigenous economic
and Bilateral determined economic plans
and policies have combined to wreak havoc
to the economy of Zambia with the net result
that today, 80% of the population is living
far, far below the poverty datum line.
The vulnerability to external shocks of the
World Bank/IMF bilateral agencies macroeconomic stability regimes, was glaringly
exposed during the 1993/94 drought period.
Zambians were promised great things once
macro-economic stability was achieved. In
order to drastically reduce the chronic and
huge budget deficit, massive cuts in social
spending on services such as education and
reliance

on

health had

to

be made. In order to arrest

spending induced inflation, the
Ministry of Finance resorted to the .so called
cash budget.
Agriculture and Mining, the twin largest
contributors to GDP suffered drastic drops
in output from 1993 to 1995. As for mining,
government

1995 realised

an

all time low.

Out of all this economic conundrum, the

financial

appeared to show signs of
Several new banks were opened,
only to clo.se shortly afterwards. The fall of
sector

fast growth.

Meridian B1A Bank in 1995 further worsened
the

Budget Deficit scenario as more that
was pumped into the Bank in
effort to rescue it by the government.

KlOO Billion
an

The first MMD Minister of Finance

Emmanuel Kasonde, was relieved of his

post unexpectedly. He was a conservative
who religiously believed in
He did not

care

fiscal di.scipline.

what the social

costs were

and this attitude

might have developed when
he was once a permanent secretary in the
Ministry of Finance under the Kaunda
5

COVER STORY
regime. When the current Minister of Finance
Ronald Penza, took over from him, nothing
changed much. It was full steam ahead. An
unrelenting pursuit of macro-economic
stability followed to the near exclusion of

election code of conduct

other socio-economic variables.

Mulungushi Conference Centre where the
talks where supposed to occur, purportedly
because opposition leaders did not stand up

The belief that

foreign investors would

flood that country particularly due to removal

exchange controls and a free market
environment proved hollow. Apart from
stimulating trading and attracting short-term
speculative investment, there has been no
meaningful external investment. Privatising
the Zambia Consolidated Copper Mines has

of

proved

very costly and difficult.
the
meantime,
poverty

was produced to
regulate access to State Media and resources.

Efforts to deal with the election and
constitutional crisis collapsed in March,

1996

when President Chiluba walked out of

when he entered, in addition to their refusal
to let him chair the meeting. The opposition

parties argued that President Chiluba could
not preside over his own case. This effectively
sealed off meaningful dialogue.
Donor

Support

Prior to the elections in 1996,

bilateral

and
unemployment levels have sharply risen.
Life expectancy stands at slightly above 39
years. Adult and child malnutrition and
mortality levels have worsened. A 1997

donors had

UNICEF/UNDP/Government of Zambia

traditional authorities, students, NGOs, the
trade unions and churches tried and failed to

In

Publication

opportunities for Human

on

pleaded with President Chiluba
sign the Constitutional Amendment.

not to

He did not take heed of their advice. President

Mandela of South Africa, tried to intervene,
but he was humiliatingly rebuffed.

Development in Zambia has unearthed very
grave facts about the country’s poverty

create

situation.

budge.

What has gone

wrong?

four hours of his

unconstitutionally taken

the

political crisis.
adamantly refused to

on

President Chiluba

This led to drastic cuts in balance of

President Chiluba must be wondering why
some

consensus

Internally,

reign were
by Captain

payment support from those countries which
had good governance conditionalities to their
aid. As Zambia’s budget

mixture of economic ruin and severe political

requires more than
the impact of this
shortage on the economy in the past 15
months has been devastating, as evidenced
by the rapid drop of the value of the Kwacha
against international currencies.
The net impact has been on the people, of
whom 80% are classified as poor. Prices of
oil and foodstuffs have sharply risen. The

crisis in Zambia.

failure to

Solo
was

away

the 28th of October, 1997 when he

on

just about to complete one year of his

last term in office?
The answer lies in the MMD’s over-riding
concern

with macro-economic

stability at

the expense of social and political reforms
from 1991 to date. This has bred a dangerous

In

an

effort to

tighten his hold on political

power. President Chiluba abandoned the
Mwanakature Constitutional Review

40% external support,

secure

maize from Zimbabwe

further threatens to worsen the food situation.
The forecast

drought will add its own

devastation.

Socio-Economic Crisis

proceeded to amend the constitution in
tantamount to barring his most
feared political foes. Dr. Kaunda and his
vice-president Chief Inyambo Yeta, from
seeking elective state office.
The dangerous discrimination in the
amended constitution led to the resignation
from Cabinet of Simon Zukas and Dipak
Patel (Minister of Agriculture and
Commerce, respectively). UNIP and several
other parties boycotted the elections.

While up to the elections Mr. Chiluba
persistently mentioned that there was no
crisis to warrant regional and international

and

A

new

Electoral Commission with

no

legal powers to prevent electoral malpractice
and declare the election invalid was put in
place, chaired by Judge Bob Bwalya, a High
Court Judge. Some of its members have very
close well known links to the MMD. No
6

major opposition parties, who had
grouped themselves into the National
Patriotic Coalition (led by UNIP, Zambia
Democratic Congress, Liberal Progressive
Front and the National

Party, among others)
rejected the facilitation for dialogue by IDEA.
Aftermath Of The Coup

surrounding the boycott
police violence which
led to the attempted assassination of Drs.
Kaunda and Rodger Chongwe in Kabwe in
August, 1997, continued lack of dialogue
Circumstances

of elections in 1996,

between the government and the

opposition,

increasing poverty, open corruption, loss of
confidence and respect in democratic
institutions by the public, the president's
relative public humiliation during the
Supreme Court petition over his paternity,
accusations of drug trafficking in high places,
general failure of economic and political
reforms, ultimately led to the events of 28th
October, 1997.
Whilst the media did not carry

stories of

support for the coup attempt, civil servants
in the Southern, Eastern, Central and Western

provinces are being actively investigated for
celebrating when the coup was announced.
Other papers allegedly attacked the attempt
because they feared that the government
was going to harass them as has been the
case

in the past.

A state of emergency

which

means

has been imposed
and police

that military

personnel can detain any “suspects" for up
to 28 days without warrant. This has led key
opposition figures to either hide or seek
asylum elsewhere for those who escaped
detention. Drs. Kaunda and Chongwe are
out of the country.
Dean Mung’omba,
President of the Zambia Democratic
was arrested and detained on the
30th of October, 1997. His general secretary

Congress

Commission’s recommendations in 1995
a manner

The

then

Azwell Banda is

on

the

run.

of the International
and Electoral
Support (IDEA) based in Sweden.
Mysterious and hastily arranged meetings
were held from January to March in Lusaka

leader showed any
sympathy for President Chiluba, although
they condemned the attempted coup.
Ironically, all the major opposition parties
have been calling for the overthrow of the
Chiluba regime "by whatever means”.
Betrayal of the 1991 vision for Zambia,
political polarisation, lack of con.sensus and
dialogue among the political players, a

between Mr. Chiluba’s select Ministers of

vicious constitutional and electoral crisis

intervention in Zambia, after the elections,
the failure to

Club

secure

prompted the

pledges from the Paris

use

Institute for Democracy

Finance, Home Affairs and

Foreign Affairs,

opposition.
These meetings culminated into the so- called
Stockholm Accord in mid-1997, just before
the first Consultative Group Meeting on
Zambia in Paris on July, 9 1997.
and individual leaders in the

Not a single opposition

have all combined to lend
eligible for satisfactory
democratic reform. Urgent solutions must
be sought before all hell breaks loose in
Zambia. President Chiluba is hanging onto
power by a very thin thread.■
and poverty

Zambia not

Sapem December. 1997
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Sentiments behind the

Coup Attempt

Anthony Mukwita
he truth about October 28, 1997,

that

might have remained unknown a
little longer. In the early hours of
morning, an undisclosed number of

soldiers took

over

Zambia’s national radio

station and announced that

they had taken
over the running of this southern African
state’s affairs.
The spokesman for the
renegade soldiers. Captain Solo, later
identified as Captain Steven Lungu, of the
Zambian army said the take over was
necessary in order to rid the country of a
corrupt leadership which had imposed
poverty on its innocent citizens.

political

arena, like former head of state
Kenneth Kaunda warned of an explosion if

the

ruling MMD did not listen to the cries of
majority and refused to dialogue.
Some international peace organisations

the poor

tried to broker talks between the MMD and
other

Zambians whose closest
experience to violence and bloodshed was a
spate of bombs that went off in Zambia’s
capital, Lusaka, just before the November
18 elections last year. The mysterious bombs
killed one police officer and badly injured

major opposition parties but these
failed too. There just did not seem to be any
solution to the political problems the country
was under-going.
Zambia Independent
monitoring Team (ZIMT), a nongovernmental organisation that has been
very vocal about the coup attempt, says
events leading to this act started just before
last year’s controversial elections which were
boycotted by the major political parties.
ZIMT president Alfred Zulu says: “Things
started boiling after the constitution which
barred other people from standing for
presidency was passed by the MMD
dominated parliament.” According to the

another.

new

Pictures of Burundi and Rwanda filled the
minds of many

But before the situation could turn

really
messy, soldiers loyal to President Frederick
Chiluba, who is supposed to be serving for
his second, and constitutionally last term of
office, moved swiftly and botched the coupofficially the fourth attempt since 1980. That
amounts to, one coup attempt every five
years.

In the process of disarming, one soldier
shot dead as he tried to escape, 15,

constitution, Zambians whose parents

were

bom abroad cannot be allowed to

the

presidency. This amendment
seen by many as a deliberate
attempt to bar Kaunda from running. His
parents were from Malawi.
At this point, Kaunda and his UNIP
decided to boycott the elections and embark
on a civil disobedience
campaign. They
contest
was

however

managed to collect tens of thousands of

including Captain Solo were captured - even
though some sections of the opposition
more

on

the

are believed to
But that was after the

defence minister, Ben M wila had already set
the official death toll at one.
The Zambian press never investigated

the

matter. The Chiluba government

stayed quiet
and Zambia quickly forgot the incident or so
thought President Chi luba who in his victory
remarks said the: “The enemy has fallen and
victory is certain, all you investors come on

analysts feel the stability and security
the president talked about during his national
address was in his mind only because, even
before Captain Solo went on air to announce
over

which lasted at least for four
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But

just before the elections, many
were gripped with fear as bombs
exploded around the city. A shadowy group
calling itself the Black Mamba claimed
responsibility for the bombs. The
government however accused Kaunda’s
UNIP and arrested eight of its senior
members, including party vice president chief
Inyambo Yeta.
Ironically, even while the suspects were
still in detention, the bombs kept exploding
and after five months of trying to build a
Zambians

case,

the courts released the UNIP members

because there
to the

was no

evidence to link them

bombs. The bombs, the

opposition
being planted by the MMD
government who wanted to shift the peoples

claimed

were

attention from the constitutional debate:
“These bombs

are

being planted by the

MMD,” publicity secretary for UNIP
Bwendo

Mulengela said.

The bombs
sworn

came to pass and Chiluba was
in to lead Zambia into the next

millennium amidst

a

donor stand-off. The

months

later,(From August 23) President

Chiluba

challenged Kaunda and Chongwe

to

But

hours, major political players in the Zambian

easily

denied the assassination bit. Infact, four

board, Zambia is stable.’’

the take

November 18

Kaunda carried on with his civil disobedience

rebel soldiers could have

run.

on

and with Kaunda out of the way, they
sailed through for a second term.

rally ’ s and during one of them, police opened
fire, injuring him (Kaunda) and the chairman
of the national patriotic coalition. Dr Roger
Chongwe.
The shooting came to be unofficially called
an assassination attempt on Kaunda and his
colleague Chongwe by the opposition. The
state admitted having used live ammunition
to disperse the unarmed party cadres, but

perished. Four escaped and
be still

ahead with the elections

donors had temporarily frozen aid to Zambia.

was

believe

cards from

sympathisers. These were
public to show their discontent with
the way the electoral process was going.
The Chiluba government ignored this, went
voters

burnt in

show their wounds:

ammunition

Was Kaunda linked to the Black
Mamba?

was

“I admit

used but this

was

live

shot in

the air not on people...if Dr Kaunda and Dr
Chongwe were really shot, let them show us
their wounds ...they are just making these
claims in a bid to tarnish the country’s image

abroad.”
7

COVER STORY

days after Kaunda’s warning, Chiluba
declared

state

a

of emergency

for

seven

days. This was later extended to three months
on November 4 by the MMD dominated
parliament. The civil society, roundly
condemned the move. They feared that it
was bound to be abused by the ruling MMD
who would give instructions to police to
arrest

any

perceived

enemy

of the state.

Lucy Sichone of the Civic Education
Association noted that, "This is MMD’s

of trying to settle old scores with
perceived enemies...the existing laws are
adequate to address the situation. It also
way

shows that Mr Chiluba is not consistent with
his words. He told the nation that the enemy
had fallen and that the country was

Dean

Mung’omba: behind bars
shooting incident took place in a
mining town of Kabwe. about a l(K)km
The

outside Lusaka

on

October 23. And while

stable,
why then has he re-introduced the state of
emergency?”
This is the third time the state of emergency
has been effected, but for
Chiluba’s

a

second time in

reign. During Kaunda's reign,
under the

were still wondering whether
Kaunda’s shooting was really an

Zambia

assassination attempt,

Zambians were given
a new treat, large infernos rocked the city
destroying property worth millions of
Kwacha. Among the buildings gutted, is one
which houses the office of republican vice
president Gen. Godfrey Miyanda, a 19 storey
state owned building, and a warehouse
belonging to a Zimbabwean firm, Stuttaford

government came to power in

Removals. In all cases, the fires burnt

against them.

people

themselves

out

because the

city fire brigade

equipped to put out large fires.
Despite being a city of about two million
people, Lusaka city council only has two
functional fire engines. And just like in the
is not

case

of the

bombs, the state accused the

opposition which in turn argued that the
MMD wanted people to stop focussing over
the Kaunda shooting. All these events,
analysts say, should have been enough to
show that something much bigger and worse
was bound to happen.
A coup was not

ruled out as tension grew

higher. Defence minister Ben Mwila is
actually on record, warning of a coup if the
military were “pushed” around while three
days after Zambia’s 33rd independence
anniversary, Kaunda warned of an
“explosion.” He was quoted by a private run
newspaper. The Post, saying: “Something
big will come and of course, MMD will
blame UNIP for that, but it wont be

UNIP, it

people of Zambia who are going
to act...there will be a major explosion.”
Just a day after the coup, which came three

will be the

8

was

for 27 years.

state

of emergency

lifted when the Chiluba
1991, but later
slapped back in 1993 when the Chiluba
government rounded up 53 UNIP members
and threw them in jail for allegedly working
on
a subversive
plan to overthrow
government called the Zero Option. Like in
the case of the bombs, they were released
It

was

because the state could not make

a ca.se

One of the first victims of the current

Rodger Chongwe: On the run?
while in detention and have shown wounds
which they claim were

inflicted by cigarettes
sjamboks. The government has neither
denied the claims nor ordered a thorough
investigation into the alleged torture by
police. The only good thing the government
has done is to allow the duo to be checked by
and

medical doctors, allow them visitors,
newspaper and fcxid from home, one observer
noted.
Whether the suspects are

released

or not,

analysts believe possibilities of another coup
cannot be ruled out. They say the massive
job losses brought about by an ambitious

privatisation

programme

in 1991 is still

a

laws is Dean Mung'omba, the
president of an opposition party-Zambia
Democratic
Congress(ZDC) which
participated in the last elections. He was
arrested the day after Chiluba declared the
state of emergency for allegedly making
“inflammatory” statements after the

burning issue that needs to be addressed.
Several people lostjobs when the companies
they worked for got privatised or simply

elections.

registers which had numerous errors is still
being talked about. Infact, UNIP and its

emergency

When he

appeared in court recently, he

told pressmen outside that he was sharing a
small cell with 33 other suspects, mostly
army officials, including Captain Solo. A
few days later, what human rights watchers

feared would happen became a reality,

when

major in Mansa, adi.strict in northern
was arrested too. When he appeared
in court, he told his lawyers that he was
sharing a cell with 44 other military men in
the Mukobeko maximum prison situated
100km outside the city limits.
The government has not given an official
figure of people they have arrested since
emergency laws were effected. Both the
major and Mung ’ omba complained of torture
an

army
Zambia

went

not

under because the government

bail them

could

following the liberalisation of

the economy.
The issue of the constitution and the voters

sympathisers have made it clear that they
will not contest any other election conducted
on the present voters registers. Others feel,
paramount among the contentious issues is
the
corruption
and
economic
mismanagement issue which Captain Solo
made his

ace

card

as

he announced the

October 28 take-over.
ZIMT

president Alfred Zulu said "Solo
talking about issues which affect all of
us, poverty, corruption and economic
mismanagement, the only trouble is he tried
to take power unconstitutionally, this must

was

be

a

must

lesson to the MMD government

who

quickly take stock.” ■
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LABOUR’S QUEST FOR A BETTER DEAL
Lloyd Sachikonye
of the rich and beautiful

ome

farmlands in Zimbabwe

are

found

far to the east and north of the

not

capital of Harare. These farms produce much
of the tobacco, which together with gold, are
Zimbabwe’s top foreign currency earners.
Increasingly, nowadays the farms in the
Trelawney, Darwendale, Mazowe and
Enterprise districts, also specialise in
horticulture, a fast-growing export sector.
On

a

research visit to

one

of the farms four

ago, 1 saw workers packing
strawberries, peas, carrots and green beans
destined for British supermarkets including
years

Sainsbury.
The calm of these

shattered for

two

tranquil farm-lands was

weeks in October 1997

when thousands of farm-workers went
strike. It

on

strike of historic

proportions.
by
farm-workers
in
post-independent
Zimbabwe, if not in the country’s history.
Strikes had occurred on the large plantations
those which produce tea and coffee in the
Eastern Highlands and sugar cane in the
Lowveld but none had before gripped the
entire agricultural sector on such a massive
scale. The significance of the agricultural
sector to the economy and employment
cannot be exaggerated. It contributes about
14 per cent to the Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) and provides employment to an
This

was a

the first nation-wide strike

was

-

-

estimated 304 000 workers,
of the formal

Wbat lay

sector

or

one-quarter

labour-force.

behind this massive strike in

Zimbabwe’s labour relations annals? The
immediate cause was a hotly-contested wage
matter.

The Commercial Farmers Union

(CPU), which represents large-scale farmers,
could not

budge from their offer of 20 per
on a minimum wage of Z$359
or the
equivalent of US$32 per month. The
workers, represented by the General
Agricultural and Plantation Workers’ Union
(GAPWUZ) instead, pressed for a 135 per
cent

increase

Sapem December, 1997

cent

increase which could have amounted to

a new

wage of Z$840 (or US$76) per month.

The strike flared up due to a stalemate
collective bargaining negotiations.

in the

The

significance of the industrial action
went beyond the percentage increases sought
and offered by labour
and capital
respectively. It is almost two years since
Zimbabwe’s five year economic structural
adjustment programme (ES AP) came to pass
the end of 1995. The programme had been
premised on substantial growth of the GDP
of at least five per cent per annum, on the
creation of thousands of new jobs and an
increase in real per capita incomes. Real
growth was minimal at the average of less
than 1 per cent per annum, and only about
20,000 new jobs were created per year.
Meanwhile, real earnings collapsed as
inflation escalated between 1991 and 1995.
For instance, the average

real earnings of
agricultural workers in 1994 were less than
50 per cent of earnings received in 1982. Not

surprisingly, that peak had been reached
through strikes on plantations in 1980 and
1981.
The

agricultural labour force, like the

domestic

labour, is the lowest paid.
Working conditions are difficult. Housing
conditions range form tolerable to substandard.

sector

However, there

are

noticeable

changes in the composition of agricultural
labour. Once a preserve of migrant workers
mainly from Malawi and Mozambique, more
and more indigenous Zimbabweans have
entered this work-force especially since
independence. On some farms, the latter
now constitutes the majority of the workforce. While agricultural work may not be
the first choice of these

workers, in a context

of

high unemployment, this may have been
only option for them. The option of
communal farming may have receded
against the background of land shortage or
decline in land productivity. At the same
time, these workers aspire for living wages
the

9
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clearly did
not amount to. It was these desperate
economic straits which largely explain the
huge turn-out for the strike. In the event,
there was a mixture of desperation, frustration
and anger as they confronted their farm

clothing, maternity and sick leave, and
gratuities. In the above mentioned research
we conducted on working conditions in
agribusiness, we observed that one
plantation, put most of its workers on eight

“bosses” and taunted them while

and then recruited them

which the minimum of Z$353

months contracts, laid them offfor one month

some

again

on

eight-

engaged in looting of farm property. Some

month contracts. This allowed them to

caught in the cross-fire and
This provided a picture of a

operate within the legal limits of the existing

police

were

beaten up.

labour force far from timid

their

dependence

or

regulations on seasonal and contract workers.
It is scarcely therefore surprising that contract

docile despite

workers were on the forefront of the October

the “total institution”

on

characteristics of farms and plantations. Their

strike.

“total institution” aspects

interesting parallels between
agricultural strike and the public service
strike of August-September 1996. Both were
desperate attempts of workers “with their
backs against the wall’ to salvage something
from collapsing earnings. For nearly two
weeks, the public service [including

There

relate to their
dependence on housing, schooling and
recreation including beer-halls which the
farm-owner controls.
The

militancy of the agricultural workers
to changes in the composition of
workers. They are much younger, and women
also

are

the

owes

massive strikes, it is that there are serious
weaknesses in governance

of industrial
bargaining

relations. First, the collective

system has been weakened in the context of
adjustment programme which has severely
undermined incomes of the larger proportion
of the work force. Wage awards in the 20 to
30 per cent range are not meaningful when
inflation is above the 20 per cent mark. For
example, a week after the farm-workers
won a 40 percent increase or double what the
farmers had originally offered, the basic
staple maize meal shot up by 36 per cent!
Second, the government has been
extremely slow in according public service
workers the same rights, including collective
bargaining rights, which other workers have.
Public service workers have sought a
Harmonisation Labour Bill which extends

rights to them. Indeed, this was one of
principal demands during the 1996
strike. The “too little too late” approach to
key national issues [war veterans issue
discussed in Vol. 10. no. 11 is one example] is
such

their

.-»iTir*

-

major weakness in tackling governance by
Mugabe government. The introduction
of equal rights to public service workers is
clearly overdue. But the farmers'
organisation cannot be left off the hook. It
only belatedly recognised the urgency to
improve workers’ conditions on farms and
plantations. Ironically, four weeks before
the fann workers’ strike flared up, the fanners
Agricultural Labour Bureau was reported to
be seeking Z$ L.3 billion to construct ISIHX)
houses for workers. Under the plan, it
a

the

ilW
mis

■

u

OP
H

U

intended

to

provide

access to

farm-workers’ children up to

education to
Grade seven,

and to basic health facilities. This will be an
enormous

investment, but it is

for the stabilisation of the

proletariat. It will not be cheap for some

Difficult decisions will have to be made
increasing proportion. Young
women aged between 18 and 25 are believed
to be endowed with qualities of mutual
dexterity in crop tending, strawberry picking
and the tending of tea and coffee nurseries.
However, most of them are engaged as
form

an

contract or

seasonal workers rather than

permanent labour. It
to

as

contract workers

they need not, under the labour law
to them benefits such as protective

because

10

is convenient for farms

hire such workers

extend

as

imperative
agricultural

government

ministries and the health

services] ground to a halt. Losses amounting

of the strike
were reported. The participation of women
strikers was high; indeed, the nurses strike
lasted much longer than the stoppage in
government departments. In the end, the
government caved in; it reinstated the bonus
and increased the wage award by 26 per

to

Z$ 1 billion

as a

consequence

cent.

If

something emerges from these two

farm-owners who

are

about Z$4.5 billion in

debt. Difficult decisions will have to be
made for the sake of the country ’ s

long-term

by both a commercial farmers’
organisation and a government that came to
future

popular current of support 17
If the historic strikes by the public
service workers in 1996, and by farm workers
in 1997 have jolted them out of their
complacency, then they would not have been

power on a
years ago.

in vain.B
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NIGERIA: WHAT IS TO BE DONE?
Paul

T

he first

military coup d’état in
Nigeria took place in January,
1966,

SIX

years

after

independence. The assassination of

politicians and senior military officers was
which
followed a few months later, in July 1966.
The counter-coup was seen as both a revenge
and crude attempt by sections in the military
one-sided and led to the counter-coup

to even

The

the

score.

military and factionalism

The counter-coup brought General Gowon
power. The leader of the original coup,
Nzeogwu, in a visionary speech, indicated
to

that the army

would embark on a missionary
Nigeria’s problems. Rather
than seize power, he strangely handed power
to the head of the army, Major-General
Agui-Ironsi who was not party to the coup.
During his short rule, Major-General AguiIronsi appeared baffled and unsure of what
to do with the power he obviously did not
seek. He floundered and made many bad
role to solve

mistakes.

preventing the disintegration of the
federation, they did so at great cost. The
army’s great claim is that it prevented the
balkanisation of Nigeria - a claim which

but conduct its affairs in anti-democratic

does not amount to much because it

civilian rule. He held elections contested

responsible entirely for the

was

of the
leadership
was essential in holding the nation together
and in proclaiming the policy of “no victor
and no vanquished”, he frittered away the
country’s new oil wealth in grandiose
projects, used as a mask for the military their
acolytes to squander the nation’s resources.
The breath-taking corruption presided over
by Gowon was one of the factors which
contributed to his overthrow in yet another
Biafran

coup

war.

causes

Gowon’s moderate

right condition for
democracy

All the coup

intervention in

idealistic claims and

even had
originally. The army
proved to be just as fractious as the rest of the
country. They proved not only incapable of
solving the country’ s problems, they plunged
Nigeria into a civil war (1967-1970) bringing
the country to the brink of disintegration.
Although the military succeeded in

secessionist aims
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right

up to

the presidency. Even
man

and

philanthropist. Chief M.K.O. Abiola,

won

the

millionaire

business

presidential election, Babanginda
the victor.

power to

The

question of sanctions

again and demands for sanctions against the
military rule of Abacha

place as soon as
right. With the exception of four years

in the

1980s, Nigeria has been ruled

continue to delude themselves that

lacked any

when

would take

the nation and to act as

brave and better future. The counter-coup

councils

in Edinburgh, the searchlight was on Nigeria

civilian rule
the conditions

the military, there is neverthe right conditions

a

election candidates from the local

as

and that transfer of power to

politically neutral and
disciplined, to restore a sense of purpose to

patriot and idealist who gave voice to

stand

makers vowed that their

considered

was a

by
political parties. He approved only
two political parties, the SDP (‘a little to the
left’) and the NRC (‘a little to the right’),
wrote their manifestoes and imposed
presidential candidates on the parties. The
military dictated who could or could not
sham

politics would be temporary

continuously by the military since 1966. For

unifying force in the
country. Nzeogwu, the original coup maker,

Babanginda took eight years and spent N9bn
($37m) to prepare the country for a return to

As the Commonwealth held its conference

indeed, the military which was then

a

The military government of Mr.

ways.

annulled the election and refused to transfer

in July 1975.

Never the

were

Nevertheless, many expected the army,

Okojie

to

disengage from politics. The military

solve the chaos that they

they can

have created. They

have debased all the institutions that

they

touch, including the judiciary. The collapse
of order and civil

society is self-evident;

poverty, deprivation and squalor is pervasive.
There is

infrastructure to

speak of; the
politics of paralysis, intimidation and bribery
is the order of the day.
No one in Nigeria bar their acolytes expect
the military to save Nigeria. Each military
government pretends it favours democracy.
no

were

heard. Those

who favour sanctions believe that it would

be

stepping stone towards democracy in
Nigeria.
a

This is

a

touch

optimistic. There are many

tendencies within the

military, including

those who are lining themselves up to succeed

Abacha, elections
Abacha

elections. Even if

or no

forced

by sanctions to transfer
civilians, this will not of itself
guarantee a secure and sustained period of
was

power to

democratic rule in the country.
It is

common

for

people to

see

the

civilian rule

as

the

most

transfer of power to

litmus test of democracy.

This is the outcome
only, it is not the most important of the
processes of democracy. However, the West
coast

of Africa has

seen

the charade which
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this kind of
Soldiers

simplistic approach

can

yield.

transform themselves into

can

civilians

overnight, exchange their khaki
uniforms for the big flowing robe, ‘ Agbada’.
as happened in Ghana, Niger and the Gambia.
It will not be surprising if Abacha chooses to
imitate their examples. Therefore elections
per se, important as they may be, are not
enough to bring about democratic processes.
The failure of the military is the failure to lay
the foundation for democracy in Nigeria.
This is the rub. The military ban political
activities during their rule and permit
competition for public office under the most
fantastic conditions. When the ban is lifted,
the

politicians acting

cohere

around

the

as

grateful children,

lowest

common

denominators.

They and the military are
of deceit which is why a
durable democratic tradition has so far proved
engaged in

a game

elusive.
The

judicial murder of the writer and
minority rights activist, Ken Saro-wiwa, and
his eight Ogoni colleagues in November
1995, created

an

international

awareness

of

how a military regime can be

worthwhile

for

Conference to

the

Commonwealth

require the Nigerian

authorities to revisit the annulled elections
for which the victor, Abiola is

currently

incarcerated.

Battle for
As

legitimacy

military governments

go,

the Abacha

regime has the least legitimate grounds to

12

more

of conscience. Abiola’s

prison is quite illustrious. They include
General Obasanjo, a former head of state,
his deputy, General Shehu Yar’ Adua, Col.

provide the legitimacy he most sought. The
failure of the political parties to confront the
military following the annulment of the
presidential election remains a mystery. The
Philippines shows that people power can
overwhelm

even

the most entrenched of

governments. Events in the old USSR and
Central

Europe bears testimony to this.

measures

shambolic transition scheme. It is

Nigeria’s prisoner number
deputy and a
sprinkle of politicians remain in power with
Abacha, the roll call of those in the regime’s
one

Laureate, the irrepressible Wole Soyinka,

elected members.

required is not sanctions for
buying into Abacha’s

and

Gwadabe, Mr.Kokori, the leader of the oil

political parties were creatures of
military, they lacked the psychological
and moral authority to stand up to military
dictatorship. Although the industrial workers
in the all important oil sector (NUPENG),
mounted a three months strike to bring down
the military, they did not receive support
from the political parties. Civilian politicians
were too eager to roll over when the military
intervened in politics. The military were
also cynical about the civilian politicians
and convinced that they are mere office
seekers. Had the civilian politicians tried,
Abacha could have been dislodged from

What is

courage

fortitude and is

Abiola, and not Abacha is the
people’s choice. Ever since he usurped
power, Abacha has been engaged in a
ferocious battle of legitimacy. Although he
incorporated the power-seeking politicians
from the (SDP - the party that won the
annulled presidential elections) into his
government, they were promptly dropped
from his administration when they failed to
govern.

both brutal and
impervious to internal and international
opinions. The Abacha or any other military
government cannot establish democracy in
Nigeria. It is not in their interest to do so.
Yet, the path to democracy must begin
with the military withdrawing from the
political scene. So, the easy part is always
the practical transfer of power to civilians.
The call for sanctions against the military as
a pressure to force them to relinquish power
is very tempting, but it has to be a particular
kind of pressure in order to make it achieve
the goal of laying sound foundation for
democracy in Nigeria.
Some elections have been organised by
the Abacha government. His predecessor
took nine years to organise elections. Abacha
therefore has no reason to hurry. Some of the
elected councilors were prevented from
taking office. In many cases military
appointees were allowed to take the place of

elections. That will be

presidency. He has shown

As the

the

power

by

now.

The right kind of

pressure

workers, NUPENG, journalists Mrs. Kunle

Ajibade and C Anyanwu, Human Rights
activist, Mallam Shehu Sani, Dr. Beko
Ransome-Kuti and many more.

Many people have been forced into exile
them is the respected independence
leader. Chief Anthony Enahoro

among

movement

and of

course

Africa’s first Nobel Prize

who has been sentenced to death in his
absence.
The Abacha government

has done

many

bad things which are antithetic to democracy.
These cannot be

by holding
by the prodemocracy groups is to allow the government
new

glossed

over

elections. The demand

which

was

elected

on

June 12, 1992 to hold

the mandate it
is critical in
current

gained from the people. This
detennining whether Nigeria’s

crossroads will lead to

a

stable

political order or further instability and
possible disintegration. In its new role, the
Commonwealth must pay attention to ethical
issues and how its members behave. The
June 12 election and its annulment represent
unfinished business and new elections cannot
be held while the results of

conducted election

were

properly
ignored by the
a

military who organised it.
June 12
Some argue

that June 12 is

now

history,

elections. This

should be exerted to ensure that sham political

and that the future lies in

new

parties are not once again created in a pretence

is the solution favoured

by the military and

democracy.

their retinue of office-seekers. The June 12

The state’s murder of Ken Saro-Wiwa is
the apogee

of this battle for legitimacy, but

the political landscape shows that the military
will pursue

all the usual anti-democratic
Abiola,
the candidate who won the presidential
election has been imprisoned for over three
years for having the temerity to claim his
in order to remain in power.

elections cannot be ignored,

it is the people’s
mandate, it is has to be realised as part of the
first step in sowing democratic tradition in
Nigeria. To restore June 12 is to say to the
military it is not acceptable to ride roughshod over popular mandates. It does not
mean doing Abiola a favour, but expressing
trust in the people to make their mistakes. It
Sapem December, 1997
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will set in the minds of the elected

politicians that the people’s mandate is
sacred. If the Commonwealth can be resolute

country like Nigeria, it will be a

big
blow to military arrogance, which has given
itself a veto over the political processes
especially in the West African sub-region. It
may help in rehabilitating the psychology of
the military that they are not entitled to use
on a

force to overthrow
However odious

a

legitimate governments.
civilian government

is, it

is for the

people to mobilise against it
especially at the polls.
Some concerned
can

to

people

are

Chief Abiola and others

can

discharge their mandates,

after the verdict? This is

asking, how
be allowed

many years

of
posing the question. The people’s mandate
was suspended and it is being restored. In
Haiti, the ousted president was assisted by
the Americans to serve the remaining years
of his presidency. In Abiola’s case, the
position is more complicated. The party on
whose platform he was elected no longer
a

wrong way

exists. Some of his lieutenants compromised

themselves

by serving in Abacha’s
government. Many paraded themselves in a
way which suggests that their interest and
those of the military were homogenous. They
behaved without

regards to democracy and

respect for the people’s mandate.

restoring the June 12 elections, is the

position of the state assemblies and the
elected members. There is
The aim of the

no

easy

pro-democracy

solution.

groups

is to

protect and maintain democracy. In the
interim, the

guiding principle is to settle for

the least worst option while not undermining

democratic

principles.

How

can

their mandate.

to

exercise

However, those who

denounced the elections and

supported

military rule would have their results forfeited
on

the

principle that those who support

democracy cannot act against the democratic

A further complicating factor with regards
to

elected should be free and able

by-elections in

the vacancies that would thereby occur. There

would also be

by-elections where

some

of

the elected members have died.
The demand

forces for

a

by different pro-democracy

sovereign national conference

within the context of a government ofnational

unity headed by Chief Abiola is indispensable
in dismantling the different layers ofbetrayal

this be done?

The restoration of ‘June 12’ solves

mandate. There should be

of the
one

problem, while creating several. The
restoration of democracy in the light of
Nigeria’s post-independence history is long
overdue in putting an end to military rule.
The first step is the restoration of the

people’s will, barriers of suspicion,

hurt, and political despair that is ravaging

Nigeria and chipping
existence
This is
and

one

as one
a

away at

its continued

corporate entity.

risk worth

taking for democracy

which the international

community

constitution on which the election was based

should support this and not the crude sanction

and for the electoral commission to release

for elections which is

the results of the elections. All those

moment.■

duly

on
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CAPITALIST AFRICAN;
Tendai Dumbutshena

t

from

its 50th national conference in

prominence of minority races in leadership

December, the African National

positions. He calls for Indians, Whites, and

Congress will be transformed

Coloureds to join the ANC in greater numbers

liberation movement to

a

a

political

in order to create

party. This will have a profound effect on the

“It is

policies of South Africa as the ruling party

we must

has to

not

a

truly non-racial society.

appropriate that in most structures
have less

ordinary members of the

White and Indian communities than there

clearly define what it .stands for.
was

are

in the

people of different ideological hues

the

ordinary membership of the ANC does

by their opposition to apartheid. With the

not

reflect

latter abolished at the

membership and participation, their numbers

As

a

liberation movement, the ANC

home to

legal and political

level, the ANC has to define what it stands
for. It has to

and

come out

with

an

ideological

in

leadership structures. As long
an

as

increase in White and Indian

leadership structures will continue to be

challenged,
Mokaba therefore wants

policy framework within which it will

an

ANC that is

transform South African society as the next

committed to a capitalist path of development

millennium

in

approaches.

With characteristic bluntness, Peter

Mokaba. the outspoken former youth
leader has taken

a

league

position that has provoked

heated debate within the ANC and the

tripartite alliance with the SACP and
COSATU.
must
a

According to Mokaba the ANC

transform South Africa

on

the basis of

capitalist mi xed economy with the primary

objectives

of

promoting

a

black

entrepreneurial class and eradicating poverty.
He

argued that ANC policy founded on the

1955 Freedom Charter
.socialism

as a

Even

for the

more

government led, private sector

be

driven, and
of African interests is likely to

community based.”
Africans as the biggest victims of apartheid
must

Incoming party leader Thabo Mheki reflex
Cyril Ramaphosa

be the main beneficiaries of the

new

find favourat

ANC insiders say

the conference.

it is

a

position endorsed by the incoming party

society. A strong South African capitalist

leader Thabo Mbeki. The top

class must be built with the wealth created

ANC is irritated

used to alleviate and

adoption of the Growth Employment and

ultimately eradicate

leadership of

by accusations that its

of

society, Africans must provide the

socialist programme.

It is a bourgeois

leadership. To Mokaba it is unacceptable

unequivocally embrace capitalism as its

form of

that while non-Africans continue to vote

ideology

against the ANC in favour of “anti-African”

make the poor

parties, they enjoy critical positions of

and

leadership in the party.

action programmes

proposing

a

unemployment eradication.”

controversial is Mokaba’s call

leadership of the ANC to be

predominantly African, decrying the
14

In his own words: "The capitalism

South Africa should pursue must

In the ANC and other structures of civil

capitalist development path aimed mainly
poverty and

economy.

in this capitalist mixed

Redistribution (GEAR) as a cornerstone

apartheid. “The Freedom Charter has never

at

also be partners

economic

embraced

goal of the struggle against

democratic document

represented by the vibrant civil society should

poverty, the bane of the majority of Africans.

never

been a socialist programme.

partnership with the state. Communities

The

position of the ANC committed to

capitalism and

a more

vigorous promotion

to

policy is

an

abandonment of its
The party will

qualifying it with promises to
African majority

a partner

beneficiary of the system. Affirmative

would be implemented

benefit the various classes of the African

majority. It is a position that will be attacked
Sapem December. 1997
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STS TO RUN THE ANC?
COSATU and the SACP.

COSATU

want

Why would

align itself with

to

an

to

argument goes. The capitalist path of

not to

so-

it

discriminate in favour of Africans.

It lies in

creating the material conditions

will

eliminate racism.

He

asks

more

ever

the

hope to outdo the IFP in the

In

a

foretaste of

three

things to

come,

leading thinkers have criticised

Mokaba’s position papers on
the

the party’s

capitalism and

issue Blade Nzimande and

action

means

workers to

cause

of

Cape and Kwa-Zulu the

laying off Coloured and Indian

opportunities for

create

fundamental issues

power
at

obscuring

stake. There is

There is in the ANC

economic

an

performance of the Asian tigers.

socialism and undue

leftwing influence of

of

Sapem December, 1997

ANC alliance with

overcome

be reali.sed within

the related evils of racism and

poverty. They will call for the adoption of
socialism

as

the

alliance. While

policy of the ANC and the
recognising the need for

tactical alliance with the

partnership

private enterprise and government.

Malaysia is

.seen as

capitalism that they

a

capitalist class, it is

the model to

copy.

see as

the solution to

poverty and racism in South Africa.
The

Its

capitalist Africanists clearly have the

upperhand. It is certain that they will
the

admiration for the

Their success is attributed to the

They see a contradiction in Mokaba's call

-

a

going into the next century.

and a discomfort with

for a strengthening of the

can

the destruction and not modification of

by scrambles for

the aspirant black elite

non-Africans are hallmarks of the tendency.”

working class

Africans.” Conferences tend to be dominated

jointly written rebuttal of Mokaba’s position,
argued: "the

especially

Africa, they believe that only socialism can

pursuing pro-African policies. "In

agenda as it seeks to transform South Africa

the two communists

-

recognising the importance of race in South

accused Mokaba of wanting to turn

party of "Black Thatcherites.” In a

believe that the interests of blacks

do not

support in Indian and Coloured communities

Conference which will determine the party’s

a

Its COSATU and SACP partners

capitalist relations of production. While
a

Cronin the SACP’s most eminent Marxists,

into

anti-poverty programmes are still

problem in mobilising

sees

determination to avoid this at the ANC

the ANC

through affirmative

the

Jeremy

race

action and

promotion of the Zulu ethnicity and

impression had been created that affirmative
independent left wing thinkers in the alliance.

all classes of blacks

chauvinism?"

while

and

promotion of the

capitalist class, and the upliftment of

the next millennium.

both Western

SACP

black

as a

pillars of policy the ANC want to carry into

Jordan

COSATU,

benevolent referee, the

the ANC if it wants to become

ANC

by

development, with government acting

rhetorically: "What honour would accrue to
Africanist than PAC? Or better yet, can

strongly

by this partnership will

paperto make his views known before the

that

Secretary General

deals.

uplift the black rural and urban poor.the

called Africanists. The solution he argues,

with former ANC,

its

pen

normally reticent Jordan has put

conference. He takes issues with the

is

by the ANC through

endorsement of black empowerment

The wealth created

avowedly capitalist ANC. they asked.
The

emulated

carry

day at the conference. That will surely

signal the beginning of the end of the ANC’s
alliance with the SACP and COSATU.
Cronin and Nzimande
out

are

correct

in

printing

the inherent contradictions of an alliance

between

an

ANC embedded

to

capitalism

government’s close links with and patronage

and the SACP/COSATU committed to its

of

destruction.®

an

indigenous Malay class is being

15

SOUTH AFRICA IN TRANSITION

Party launched to challenge the ANC

New

Tendai Dumbutshena
he WorldTradeCentre in

T

Park East of
venue

Kempton
Johannesburg was

for the constitutional talks

which led to South Africa’s first democratic

elections in 1994.
On

September 27, 1997, a multi-racial
people gathered at the

crowd of over 4 000
same venue to

witness the birth of

a new

political party its founders hope will
revolutionise party politics in South Africa.
Bantu Holomisa the former military ruler

and

expectations. The blacks Holomisa
brings, come from communities ravaged by
poverty, unemployment, illiteracy and
homelessness. They seek a radical
transformation of the status quo to create
material conditions that can address their

Meyer brings a white affluent
constituency which seeks an improvement
of the status quo to entrench its position of
needs.

openly flirted with socialism by espousing
strong state intervention in the economy.
With its commitment to GEAR, the

only

this policy ironically
comes from its Cosatu and S ACP partners in
the tripartite alliance. The ANC’s partners
want government to play a dominant role in
the economy with policies biased in favour
of the working class and rural poor. They
strong opposition to

the Reconstruction and

Development

merged their consultative bodies to form a
new
party—the United Democratic

privilege. He represents those whites
disillusioned by the NP’S reluctance to
unequivocally break with the past and what
one writer called the “Gauteng Yuppies"—
reference to the young white middle class
which enthusiastically embraced Meyer's

Movement

New Movement Process.

should be formed on the ashes of the alliance

They will find that common opposition to
enough to keep together
people with conflicting class interests.
Holomisa’s powerhouse is in the Ea.stem
Cape where he continues to draw large

have their

of the Transkei homeland and Roelf Meyer
once a cabinet minister in the apartheid era.

(UDM).

Political

parties exist to contest power.
objective is to
replace the ANC as the ruling party, its
While the UDM’s ultimate

greatest challenge is to

change

race as

the

main determinant of

political allegiance in
South Africa. At the launch of UDM, Meyer
captured the essence of this challenge: “We
no longer want to vote for political parties
that have taken root in a soil of racial division.
We want to heed
on us to

our

constitution that calls

unite. We want to be

one as

South

Africans.”
If it is the deracialisation of politics
the UDM’s first challenge,

that is
it is pitted against

the ANC is not

crowds to his rallies. It is the second poorest
of South Africa’s nine

supporters scattered

provinces. His
in the rural areas and

small towns of the Eastern

Cape have little

with

Meyer’s army of well-off
verligtes and Gauteng Yuppies.
If Meyer drew support from the white
working class and unemployed, common

in

common

Afrikaner

cause

could be found across the racial divide

heavy odds. An extensive survey carried out

with Holomisa’s followers. The white

by a research company
Markiner, showed that despite the much
heralded political miracle of the rainbow

working class continues to support ultraright Afrikaner parties which see a creation
of a volkstaat as the only means of
safeguarding their interests.
To compound the UDM’s problems, it
does not bring to the electorate stark policy

in

April this

year

nation. South Africans have not moved out

pigeon holes. From political
allegiance to views on a wide range of issues,
race remains the largest determinant of
perceptions. To give one example, while 3
percent of whites said they intended to vote
for the ANC in 1999, 80 percent of blacks
said they would. The survey did more than
of their racial

confirm the endemic racism in South Africa.
It

proved the old adage that the material
people determine their

conditions of
consciousness.

Therein lies the UDM ’ s greatest difficulty.

Holomisa and Meyer are attempting to forge
a

common

political outlook from two
experience

constituencies with different life
16

alternatives to those of the ANC. The

adoption by the ANC of the market friendly
growth Employment and Redistribution
(GEAR) macro-economic policy has thrown
all opposition parties into disarray. They are
in broad agreement with its main features—
the dominant role it accords to the private
sector; conservative fiscal and monetary
policies; and privatisation of state assets. All
opposition parties are doing is to accuse the
ANC of sluggishly implementing policies
they agree with.
It was easy to attack the ANC when it

want

Programme (RDP), with its emphasis on
massive state investment in

public works

programmes to create jobs, as a cornerstone
of economic policy. If those in Cosatu and
the SACP who believe that

a

workers party

day. South Africa will have an
opposition that clearly offers a radical
alternative to the ANC’s GEAR policy.
Holomisa is on record as saying that there
is nothing wrong with the ANC’s policies if
only they could implement them. In other
words, he questions their commitment to
them and adds his voice to those who believe
that the ANC is held

hostage by its alliance

partners. The UDM hopes that its call for a
colour blind electorate committed to a set of
core

values will be heeded. These core values

spelt out at the launch as respect for the
life, dignity and human worth of every
individual, integrity in public and private

were

life, individual rights and freedoms enshrined
in the Constitution, tolerance and respect for

rights and freedoms of others, and a
moral
regeneration that
distinguishes wrong from right.
These are laudable values. But they mean
little to people grappling with abject poverty.
The ANC successfully portrayed itself as
the party for the poor in the last election. It
is now dangerously dancing with the rich.
Any party which hopes to dislodge the ANC
from power must win the hearts and minds
of the majority of South Africans who are
poor and black. The UDM, an amalgam of
black and white members disgruntled with
the ANC and NP respectively, is not equipped
to champion the cause of the poor. It will
find that it requires more than good intentions
to overcome deep racial and class
cleavages.®
the

national
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The Million Woman March in the USA
Horace

Saturday October 25, 1997,
history was made in the USA. Over
n

O

Philadelphia to demand human
rights and to struggle for spiritual renewal.
The two main speakers in the seven hour
rally were Maxine Waters, the Democratic
Representative in Congress and Winnie
Mandela from South Africa. In the
Maxine

Waters,

case

she called for

of
an

investigation of the Central Intelligence
Agency involvement in the crack cocaine
trade in Black neighborhoods. Winnie
Mandela outlined the Pan African
between

women

in Africa and

destiny,

linkages

women

America when she said, “We have

a

Listening to the radio

in

shared

a shared responsibility, to save
world from those who attempt to destroy

the
it.”

day, a young
woman said that she was inspired by the
position and strength of the argument of
Winnie Mandela that it is up to black women
to form the base of a new political movement
to save

one

the world from destruction. Maxine

Waters had exhorted the tens of thousands of
women

attacking black

women as teenage
and welfare queens.

with the words, “We know what

kind of power we have, we will act on that
power.” This reflected the sentiment of the
more than two million persons of the
grassroots who went on this march. The
march was distinguished by the fact that it
was an entirely grassroots affair. No major
media or TV personalities were invited to
this rally.
The inspiration for the march came from
the desire of African

women

in the USA to

tackle the serious
and social

problems of exploitation
decay in the USA. The women
conscious of the widely held

were very
racist view that the social and economic

decay in the urban areas of America is caused
by the mass of poor African Americans and
other exploited and oppressed peoples who
are said to have the wrong set of moral
values. The logical reverse of this same
conservative argument

is the view that the
people in America should acquire the
right values. In many respects, the
conservative and radical right have been
poor
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mothers

The mission statement of the march
clear

as

to

the

march.

They came from all parts of the USA
Philadelphia to the site of the Liberty Bell
where the Declaration of Independence was
written. Chicago sent over 65,000 women
by bus. The million woman march exposed
the crack in the Bill of Rights of the American
to

Living in communities

2 million women of African descent

marched in

Campbell

was

question of the urban decline

in the USA;
The Million Woman March is being
implemenied by Black Women who interact
on grassroots and global levels. Black
Women who understand the necessity of
rebuilding our foundation and destiny as a
people, and that we must in many respects
begin at the origin (the rootjupward.

Constitution.

In the USA where the

received maximum

impact of murder
from the crack cocaine epidemic create
insecurity, the principal demand of the
marchers was for an independent
investigation into the role of the Central
Intelligence Agency (CIA) in importing
drugs into the USA. Just as in South Africa
where the apartheid regime was involved in
chemical and biological warfare, this demand
comes from a constituency where the
government has fought a war on drugs which
is interpreted by many as a war on black
people.
The other platforms of the march were the
demands for black independent schools, for
community support for black women in jail,
to establish rites of passage centers for black
youth, and to fight against the human rights
violation of black people in the USA. The
leader of the organization for the homeless
was one of the main speakers in the march.
She stressed the need for proper housing for
all peoples in the country. She had
participated in the historic 7th Pan African
Congress in Kampala in 1994 and understood
the need for shelter by African women all
over

the world.

Grassroots base
What

distinguished this march was the
fact that the message was spread by word of
mouth similar to the ways in which the
enslaved people of America used their own
means of communication to
organize.
Through churches, community groups, day
care centers, trade unions, neighborhood
associations and other
women

areas

created bonds of

of interaction

solidarity for the

This march

came

on

the heels of two

major political marches in the USA. The
first was the Million Man March organized
by the Nation of Islam and Minister
Farrakhan in October 1995. That march

publicity (positive and
negative) from the establishment media. In
many cities such as Chicago, the officials
supported a march where Black men were
marching for atonement and for men to
assert

themselves

While the ideas

as

the head of families.

supporting this march were

conservative, the social base of the march
(the hundreds of thousands of men)

represented

a powerful constituency in the
USA. The call may have been made by the
Nation of Islam, but the majority supported

the call

as

an

answer

to

the rise of

conservatism in the USA.
The other march which

was

held in

October 1997 had both a conservative agenda
and embedded in the social base of
conservative racists. This

was

the march of

the Promise keepers in the US A in September

1997. What both marches

(promise keepers

and nation of Islam) had in common, was
the call for

reclaim their

rightful
place in the family. In this sense, both
marches supported the conservative idea of
the “nuclear family.” This is in a situation
where there are many other family forms
existing in the society. In content, both
marches supported the existing forms of
capital accumulation and the call for the
reduction of expenditure by the state The
Promise keepers emanate from the new born
again Christians who have forgotten the
Christian virtues of charity, love, justice
and peace. This organization is supported
by the conservative Christian establishment
and is opposed by progressive forces in the
men

to

.

USA.
17
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In the

case

of the Nation of Islam, its

programme is conservative, but its
social ba.se is different. In the call of the

political

million Man March of 1995, the

organizers
placed the blame for the crisis in the African
American community on Black men. The
theme of the march

was

for atonement. The

nation of Islam called on black

men to atone

for their sins against their wives and children.

writing in Against the
critiques the million man march
following perspective:

One commentator
Current

from the

To the extent that Farrakan has

spoken of

bootstrap economic help and of atonement
for what African American may have done
to each other, he is consciously or not,
engaging in the blaming the victim political
style. This approach has become
increasingly popular among liberals and
conserx’atives. In this context. I believe it is

important to make certain crucial
distinctions when discussing the question of
social and moral decay from an anti
capitalist point of view and within current
debates within the African American
community. First the question of whether
social and moral decay exits, what it consist

of (for example, drug trafficking and
addiction, violent crime committed against
random victims land what it does not consist

of (for e.xample, homose.xuality, sex and
children outside of marriage, cheating of
the welfare system). Second, is what cau.ses
the decay and third, the .solution to the
decay.

The million

woman

march

placed the

emphasis on organizations such as the prison
system, the poor education and the Central
Intelligence Agency. The grassroots march
of women was the clearest sign that the
organized political system (democrats and
republicans) cannot confront tbe social decay
of the present social system. The argument
that there should be no government (state )
intervention in

areas

of health, education,

housing, environment and provision of social
services was challenged by these women
who are outside the perimeter ofthe advances
made by the white feminist movement in the
USA. The USA is distinguished by the fact
that there have been major advances towards
gender equality in the past twenty years.
African American poor women have not
benefited from the legal changes with respect
to gender.
What was significant was the lack of
sisterhood from privileged white women for
the march. The silence of the white feminists
and

middle class

African American

academics and

gender technicians was
deafening. This silence and lack of support
for the march,

reflected the lack of support

daily basis for the issues which
confronted the oppressed Africans and other
peoples of colour in the USA.

on

a

Pan African

Linkages

The decision to invite Winnie Mandela

as

the main

speaker underlined the faet that the
recognized the global nature of the
struggles of the oppressed peoples in
America. It is significant that the organizers
in theirplatfonn recognized the links between
reproductive health and the absence ofheal th

women

care

issue

The view that health is

was

that

the

a

gender

clear from the statements of the

marchers. There

also the

recognition
people suffer from

was

African

environmental racism and that the issues of

saving the planet was up to black people and
other peoples ofcolour. In this sense. Winnie
Mandela's exhortation struck a responsive
chord.
The call for

spiritual renewal

was an

attempt to distance the movement of women
away from the religious fundamentalism
which has corrupted the soul of Christianity
in the USA. Moreover, this call for
renewal

peoples

spiritual
point where oppressed
not enamored by the crude

comes at a

are
materialism and values of the we.st. The

so

called

progress and technological
breakthroughs in the USA have not changed
the conditions of super exploitation for
Africans in America. The million
march

woman

brought back issues of self reliance,

love, redemption and emancipation

in a world
corrupted by the cmde materialism of market
forces.®
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VIEWPOINT

Recalling the Thoughts of Early
Nationalists

on

the Future of Africa

T. Maru Gubena

hile

waging

against the

war

colonial forces and .systems
that ruled their continent, the

early African nationalists of the I96().s
probably believed that the full independence
of all African countries from colonial powers
would

time in which the people of
peacefully side by side,
with uninterrupted political stability and
increasing economic prosperity. It can
probably also be assumed that these early
bring

a

Africa would live

African nationalists did

not

think about the

possibility of the many patterns of neocolonialism that have emerged, much worse
and

more painful than those of what was
formerly called colonialism. For example,
they probably did not realise that Africa

would become and remain

a

victim of

deliberately and collectively arranged
imbalances in the international trade system,
and

certainly not that Africa would become
a dumping place for Western weapons and
other technological products that are
detrimental not only to Africa's economy,

the socio-economic

well-being of the
producers. Early African nationalists would
certainly not have been able to predict another
form in which Western nations profit from
Africa,

as seen

in the cuirent dominant role

of the

alarmingly growing industry of
Western non-governmental organisations
(NGOs). Such NGOs emerged just a decade
after the independence of some African
countries; their influence is .still growing in
the West,

in

as

is their desire to be instrumental

international

trading system. Although it

did not have the tools
allowed it

to

states, the

OAU

do

mechanisms

to

free Africa from economic

psychological colonialism on the one
building broader economic and
socio-cultural interdependence among

died without

They undoubtedly
expected the OAU to repre.sent the manysided historical and socio-cultural aspects of
Africa and to be instrumental in asserting the
economic interests of its people in
international affairs, including the

of

also expected to craft

and

(OAU) would be the voice of all Africans;
the voice of the poor.

mandate that

strategies aimed at
protecting Africa’s natural and human
resources from exploitation by outside forces.
Africans generally anticipated that the role
to be played by the OAU—in devising

hand, and in

peace

was

or a

than make requests

instruments and

and war in Africa.
Nevertheless, the founding fathers of
Africa were certain of one thing: that the
organisation they collectively founded and
called the “Organisation of African Unity”

regulating both

more

African countries

on

the other, —would be

greater than has actually been the ca.se.

Many of the early African nationalists
witnessing the bloodletting
among millions of theirpeople, primarily by
two

combined forces, conflict/war and

hunger/famine. They died without
witnessing the paradoxical tragedy of an
increasingly dependent Africa, while the
continent remains rich in natural and human
re.sources.

Additionally, they have not had
negative image of Africa and
being maintained, shaped and

but also to the future of Africa and the well-

to watch

being of its people. Because of its character,

Africans

which involves indirect and divisive rule

effort and focused determination of all

expanded by Western countries to support
the continuation of the process ofdomination
of the political and economic terms on which
Africa operates within the international
system, and to keep Africa in conflict with
itself. It is to be expected that the few early

Africans to

African nationalists still with

and includes

multiple instruments that
maintain and reinforce an on-going process
of exploitation, it appears to be even more
difficult to develop a strategy, a collective
fight neo-colonialism in all its
aspects than to defeat the more direct earlier

Western
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continue to

tragedy of Africa with
sleepless nights and a feeling of
powerlessness.
In conclusion, although this is a complex
and a painful process, my African generation
has the responsibility to engage in an attempt
to revive the dreams and ideals of the early

battlefield and

a dumping place for
technological products. Africa
undoubtedly provides long-term political
stability and economic prosperity, including
employment, to the countries that are
exploiting its economic and human
resources—with the result that the people of
Africa are starving and killing each other
with weapons they did not and cannot
produce themselves, and thus supporting
a

us

watch the drama and

variant.
As

a

African nationalists of the 1960s. and

Kaunda and

Nyerere

more

importantly, to make a collective effort aimed
at redirecting the current course of
exploitation of Africa’s natural and human
resources by outside forces.®
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ENTERTAIMENT, SPORT ARTS & CULTURE
Burkina Faso

Who will win the

Trophy?

Tendai Dumbutshena
n

I

awarding the 21st Cup of Nations
Burkina Faso, the

tournament to

Confederation of African Footballers

(CAF) took

a

finals saved the tournament from total

disaster from
the

attendances

standpoint. If
people of Burkina Faso can fill the
an

stadiums for the duration of the tournament,

brave decision.

the first match is

played in
Ouagadougou on Febmary 7, it will not only
When

to the

be the football that will attract the attention

it will

more

than compensate

technical

shortcomings

for whatever
might be

stadiums to be used for the tournament will

experienced.
On the field of

play, the 16 finalists have
into four groups with the first

ability of one of the
countries to host an event of
this magnitude will be severely tested for the

been divided

three week duration of the tournament. Issa

first round robin matches

Hayatev, the President of CAF, said at the

the continent’s most powerful team, Nigeria,

September 25 in Ouagadougou that
it was the policy of the controlling body to
rotate the tournament among all nations. It
was not meant to be hosted by a select few
rich nations. He argued quite cogently that
awarding all countries the chance to host the
Cup of nations would encourage the
development of infrastructure.

serving a suspension for refusing to play in
Cup of Nations in South Africa early favourites at Morocco, Tunisia,

of a curious world. The
world’s poorest

draw

on

But it is still the case that

will from

a

sceptical world

February 7 to 28 watch whether

Burkina Faso will

overcome

the twin

problems of poverty and underdevelopment
to manage a spectacle that attracts millions
of viewers throughout the globe. The task is
made more daunting by the inevitable
comparisons with previous hosts South
Africa whose modem infrastructure and solid

sponsorships produced
of the

a tournament

worth

name.

The chairman of the organising committee,

Souley realises the enormity of
the task but is confident that his country will
be ready come February 7 “We always knew
that we had taken on a daunting task. But we
want to show the world that we can organise
Mohamed

an event

of this scale. It is

a matter

our national life
whole nation is behind us in this.’’

importance for

of huge

and the

While Burkina Fa.so cannot hope to
the infrastructure and

resources

match

of the two

previous hosts. South Africa and Tunisia,it
can

beat them where it counts most

attendances. In

-

match

1994, Tunisia failed to

proceed to the second round. Attendances
were pathetic. Soldiers were given free entry
to watch the final match between Nigeria
and Zambia to avoid total embarrassment.
Two years
20

later only South Africa’s progress

two

ageing squad, the sub-region best hope may
lie in the underrated Angolans. Their opening
match against South Africa on February 8
will give a strong indication of the chances
of “The Palancas Negras”. The priority of
the organisers is to ensure that the three

qualifying for quarter-finals after the
.

The absence of

-

the 1996

Cameroon, Ghana and South Africa. The
four African World Cup

finalists - Morocco,

Tunisia, Cameroon and South Africa,

were

be

ready. In Ouagadougou, the 4th August

Municipal Stadiums will host Group A
new stadium being built by a
French construction company in Bobo
Dioulasso will be home to Groups C and D.
and

and B. A

Accommodation and transport are two

problem areas being addressed. In Bobo
Dioulasso, where there are only two hotels
with a combined 100 rooms,a housing
complex is being built for an OAU summit
to be held later in the year. The provision of

THE DRAW

GROUP A

GROUP B

GROUP C

GROUP D

Burkina Faso

Ghana

South Africa

Zambia

Cameroon

Tunisia

Angola

Morocco

Algeria

Togo

Cote d’Ivoire

Egypt

Guinea

Congo DR

Namibia

Mozambique

separated to facilitate their passage to the
assist them in their
preparations for the global tournament in

quarter finals. This is to
France in June.
The

toughest group is undoubtedly D
comprising Zambia. Morocco, Egypt and
Mozambique. On current form, Zambia and
Morocco should qualify but the Egyptians
with their pride shattered by the string of
poor results cannot be underestimated.
Tunisia are the most improved team in
Africa and should qualify from their Group
B together with perennial dark horses, Ghana.
In Group A which features hosts Burkina
Faso, qualifiers should be Cameroon and
Guinea. South Africa and Angola should
make it in Group C with fast improving Cote
d’Ivoire as dangerous opponents. Southern
Africa will have a healthy representation of
five teams Angola, Namibia, Zambia, South
Africa and Mozambique. With Zambia a
declining force and South Africa taking an
-

this limited accommodation will allow the
limited hotel

rooms

the media and other

available to be u.sed

by

foreign visitors.

Japan is donating 40 buses and 1 000 cars
for

the

tournament

to

augment

contributions of the government

the

and private

companies.
The sheer administration of CAF and the

government of Burkina Faso should ensure
the delivery of a well organised tournament

despite the paucity of resources.
It will be an opportunity for Africa to
demonstration

on

and off the field that it has

of age

in football. Foreign coaches
gather and scout for new talent. Some
will be there to spy on the African World
Cup finalists. For the players, this will be an
opportunity to market themselves and secure
a lucrative transfer to Europe.
Who will win the trophy? 1 will stick my
neck out and go for Morocco or Tunisia.®

come

will
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democracy are many”. In December 1990,

of many of the same practices to which

Zambian President Kenneth Kaunda,

prompted by

the government in conflict with significant
elements of Zambian civil society and the

amendment

ending the status of his United
National Independence Party (UNIP) as
Zambia’s sole legal party. This inaugurated
Zambia’s Third Republic.
Multi-party

elections which

elections in October 1991

and

return

to

a variety of domestic and
international stimuli, signed a constitutional

saw

UNIP and

Kaunda, whose rule since
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independence in
1964 had seen a persistent rise in
authoritarianism and a steep decline in
economic well-being for Zambian citizens,
swept from office by the Movement for
Multi-Party Democracy (MMD) and a trade

32

as

president.
Fora while after the 1991 elections, Zambia

hailed as setting an example for Africa.
By 1997, however, its democratic reputation
was in tatters. The MMD in power was guilty
was

it had
objected when in opposition. Constitutional
amendments signed into law by President
Chiluba in May 1996 violated basic promises
made in the MMD’s 1991 election manifesto,
and the

manner

in which the constitutional

amendment process had been

international community.

legally

carried out put

Local government
were required to

have been held before the end of 1995 had
not even

been scheduled

by mid-1997.

The crucial second multi-party presidential

parliamentary elections in November
were boycotted by most opposition
parties and found to have been other than
free and fair by all save two domestic
monitoring organizations. Most of the
international bodies which had reported
favourably on the 1991 electoral outcome
found the process in 1996 to be so flawed
from the outset that they chose to stay away
rather than to legitimate it by their presence.
Far from being magnanimous in victory, the
MMD government continued to lash out at
its real and perceived opponents in ways
1996

21
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antithetical to liberal democratic values.

able to turn the tables on MMD in 1996, they

The Zambian democratic transition is not

were

wreckage in the desert, but the
possibility of a reversie wave is real. Zambia
is already well down one of the roads out of
democracy. It is not so much that the MMD
wagoneers have lost direction as that they
have changed directions.
The original
objective of consolidating multi-party
democracy in Zambia has been largely
abandoned in practice, although not in
rhetoric. In its place is a new direction, an
obsession with retaining power focused
particularly on the perceived threat posed by
yet a flaming

former President Kaunda, who announced

his return to active

The MMD

politics in mid-1994.

Changes Direction

The founders of the MMD

are

sometimes

comprised three elements;
“genuine reformers”—many of them
academics or professionals who had not
been previously involved in politics;
individuals who bore personal grudges
against Kaunda, having, for example, been
imprisoned by his government for drug
dealing
or
coup
making;
and
“opportunists”—those who accurately
detected which way the wind was blowing
and abandoned UNIP for MMD. By the
completion of its first term of office in 1996,
said to have

a

number of the MMD’s reformist founders

had left it, in the hands

of the opportunists.

number of its leaders who left the

A

MMD, either of their own volition or were
expelled, founded new political parties. This
they did in the hope, that they could do to the
MMD in 1996 or sooner what the MMD had
done to UNIP in 1991.
were

In this hope they

joined by Kenneth Kaunda, who

announced his return to active

politics in

mid-1994, citing the failures of the MMD
and

volunteering to remedy them.

Initial reactions to Kaunda’s return to

politics were mixed. Some of opposition
parties welcomed and indeed had encouraged
it, calculating that only Kaunda would have
the electoral support necessary to bring down

mistaken. President Chiluba and what

told that after three years
MMD’s “considered

remained of the MMD

of the

less

have

in government the
position is that many

been—perhaps because they had seen what
happened to Kaunda in 1991.

provisions of the current Constitution
proved adequate.” The MMD
submission ignored or advocated the status
quo on nearly every issue of consequence.

The MMD and the Constitution

Points which were stressed were the MMD’s

manifesto,” President Frederick
Chiluba observed in the book. Democracy:

“belief in Zambia as a Christian nation” with

Challenge and Change derived from his
1994 University of Warwick masters thesis,

“a

“is a kind of contract with the governed.

The
program.” If this is true,
the MMD assumed power contracted and
mandated to strengthen the bill of rights in
Zambia’s constitution and to put in place a
more balanced separation powers. And this

should be enshrined in the constitution; and

mandate

Commission cloistered itself in the River

leadership were far
accommodating than Kaunda had

“The

The

voters

was a

mandate the

contract

which it

which it broke and

appointed

member Constitutional

a twenty-

Review

in November 1993.

Commission (CRC)

The CRC’s terms of reference, were
consistent with the values
MMD manifesto. For

expressed in the
example, the CRC

directed to recommend “a system

of
Zambia is
governed in a manner that will promote the
democratic principles of regular and fair
elections, transparency and accountability,
and that will guard against the re-emergence
of a dictatorial form of government,” and
“appropriate arrangements for the
entrenchment and protection ofhuman rights,
the rule of law and good governance.” The
was

government that will ensure that

Commission

was to

was no need for “any other method
adoption [of the constitution] apart from
ratification by the National Assembly.”
Having completed its public hearings and
a European study tour, the Mwanakatwe

that there
of

forty-four kilometers south Lusaka to
its report. The fruits of its labors
were released to the public on the afternoon
of Friday. 16 June 1995.
The CRC’s
recommendations were responsive to its
terms of reference, generally well-grounded
in the testimony it had received, and highly
consistent with the positions espou.sed by
the MMD in 1991. They were not, however,
consistent with the MMDposition as revealed
to the Commission by Sikota Wina the
preceding September and as it was emerging
Motel

betrayed.

President Chiluba
five

a

as its “bedrock”; the proposal that
presidential candidate should be a third
generation Zambian citizen” and that this

the bible

“recommend whether

the Constitution should be

adopted by the

Assembly, or by a Constituent
Assembly, by a National Referendum or by
any other method.”
From February through September 1994
National

prepare

in

government pronouncements

morning of 19 June, just prior to a
meeting,
the
CRC’s
recommendations were presented to the
On the

Cabinet

Government. President Chiluba and senior

members of the executive

were visibly
annoyed that the report had been made public
prior to presentation to Government. By
this point it was too late to stop the publication

of

the

draft

constitution

the Mwanakatwe Commission conducted

Commission’s report as a

forty-six public hearings, covering both rural

several newspapers

and urban

areas

in each of Zambia’s nine

provinces. It heard 996 oral petitioners and
received 519 written submissions.

On 30

However, a series of television debates which
the Commission secretariat had

arranged to
publicize and gain public feedback on the
cancelled,

society leader, Mrs Lucy Banda

Sichone who had left the UNIP central

and Chairman of the MMD Elections

on

committee in 1993 to launch the Zambia

Committee who earlier in the year

government White Paper was

entrenched MMD.

Others rejected it.

promised to
signatures in a petition

Civic Education Association,
raise

one

million

against Kaunda’s return to politics. Nowhere
was Kaunda’s return to politics taken more
seriously than within the ruling party. If
Kenneth Kaunda and those who left the
MMD to found
22

new

parties, expected to be

had
resigned as Deputy Speaker of the National
Assembly in the face of donor accusations of
his involvement in the drug trade. Nothing
was

said in the MMD submission about

strengthening the bill of rights, adjusting
separation of powers, or enhancing checks
and balances. Instead, the

Commission was

the

supplement to

recommendations

One civil

and

later in the week.

September, at its final public hearing, the
Commission heard from a high-ranking
MMD delegation led by Sikota Wina, MP

an

and

behavior.

were

even

though the first had already been announced
in the press.

There was an effective embargo

discussing the constitution until the

released.

Paper on the Constitution,
released in September 1995, opted to amend
the existing constitution rather than to enact
The White

a new one as

had been foreshadowed in the

should
accompanied by a draft constitution. It
would be tedious to go through the White

instruction to the CRC that its report

be
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Paper paragraph by paragraph. However,
because the Chiluba government has
sometimes tried to establish the legitimacy
of what eventually emerged from the MMD’s
constitutional review process by linking it to

acopy under her arm, unsuccessfully inviting
arrest.
The on-line version of the Post for

the work of the Mwanakatwe Commission,

the Internet in Africa.”

it is

important to note that of
separate recommendations

some

328
of the

Mwanakatwe Commission,

103

were

rejected outright by the White Paper. Another
39 were not accepted on the grounds that
provisions of existing laws or the existing
constitution were adequate—a curious
position which .seems to miscomprehend the
both

of constitutions and of

that

day was similarly banned, giving the
MMD Government the distinction of
carrying out “the first act of censorship
After this

on

no more was

heard from the government

side about
referenda, and the MMD pressed ahead
with its plans to amend the constitution
through parliament. The release of the
constitutional amendment bill touched off a
fresh

wave

of debate because it included

the White

no

foundation in either

which would have eroded the powers

the Mwanakatwe
if adopted, would
have eroded the independence of the
judiciary. In the end, the more provocative
of these proposals were deleted from the
bill. It is possible that they were inserted
initially as bargaining chips, with the
expectation that they could be withdrawn
while distracting attention from other aspects
of the MMD’s constitutional agenda.
Prior to the parliamentary debate on the
constitutional amendment bill, the Ministry
of Legal Affairs launched a series of leaflets
which purported to distinguish between “fact

presidency in

and fiction” in the constitutional debate.

nature

constitutional reviews. 25 recommendations
were

“noted.”

which

Of the 79 recommendations

accepted and another 46 which
were given qualified acceptance, many were
comparatively unimportant or simply
confirmed existing arrangements. None of
the extensive recommendations to strengthen
the bill of rights were accepted. Nor were
any of the recommendations which would
have enhanced separation of powers,
strengthening the National Assembly relative
were

to the executive branch.

any way,

No recommendation

of the
however slight, was

The

recommendation

CRC’s

on

presidential candidature won qualified
acceptance, with the deletion of “born in
Zambia” in both places where the phrase
occurred. This seemingly minor change in
wording gained in significance from
allegations that President Chiluba was bom
in what is now the Democratic Republic of
the Congo, reinforcing the ad hominem
appearance of the MMD’s approach to
constitutional review.
was publicly
steadfast in its insistence that only the
National

Assembly should approve a new
constitutional dlspen.sation, in February 1996
the
newspaper published what purported
to be a government plan for a snap
referendum to be held in March, catching its
opponents off-guard. How genuine the plan
is not clear, but what

is clear is the

government’s reaction. President Chiluba
banned edition 401 of the Post—some hours

after it had hit the street.

Knowing possession
became an offense
two year prison term. No

of the banned paper

carrying
one

up to a
is known to have been arrested, and it

was

rumored that

one

into Lusaka Central

NGO leader walked

police headquarters with
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topic number 2 “The
Presidency” put forward as a “fact” the
fictitious assertion that “83% of all petitions
on

[to the Mwanakatwe Commission]

were

of

the view that the candidate must be a Zambian

This

the

legislation which President
signed into law on 29 May 1996. A
national “Honk if you Love Zambia”
campaign intended to demonstrate popular
support for the Constitution was orchestrated
to coincide with the signing. Reports vary as
to how much honking there actually was, but
the very fact that such an innovative way of
expressing popular support was felt
necessary seemed to suggest unease with the
constitutional review process.
Zambia
National Broadcasting Corporation
commentators speaking while waiting for
President Chiluba to sign the bill on live
television themselves expressed doubt about
whether the amended constitution could gain
acceptance as a national constitution and
whether it adequately dealt with issues such
as rights of women and children.
While signing of the act was welcomed by
many MMD supporters, by clergyman and
was

Chiluba

church members of President Chiluba’s bom-

again persuasion, by a couple of “briefcase”
political parties, by the state owned media,
and by two private papers closely associated
with the ruling party, it was oppo.sed by:
Zambia Congress of Trade Unions
•

■

The Christian Council of Zambia

(which

also must be
Zambians by birth.” Actual coding of the
twenty volumes of testimony before the

unites the Roman Catholic Church, the

Commission reveals that fewer than ten per
cent of the 1515 petitioners addres.sed the

and the Catholic Commission for Justice

and that his

issue

at

or

her parents

all. Of these, 62

(4%)

mainline Protestant churches, and the

evangelical churches under one umbrella)
and Peace

Virtually the entire gamut of civic
including

were content

require that the president he a Zambian,
while only 29 (2%) wanted a third generation

education/human rights NGOs,

Zambian.

Zambia Civic Education Association,
Zambia Independent Monitoring Team,

to

Although the government

was

or

Commission report which,

The leaflet

accepted.

Paper

reading, and the constitutional amendment
was adopted by MMD MPs who
celebrated the occasion by singing anti-

bill

Kaunda songs.

tragi-comic turn,

clauses which had

would be able to stand. UNIP members of
Parliament walked out before the final

When the bill

being considered in
parliament there was a further curious bit of
duplicity. President Chiluba had been under
increasing pressure with regard to the

the Foundation for Democratic Process,

was

“Kaunda clauses” and had assured

and Inter-African Network for Human

•

some

donor representatives that the

1996 elections
would be held under arrangements which
would in fact permit Kaunda to stand. An
amendment to this effect was introduced by
Vice President Miyanda and supported in a
perfunctory way by several front benchers.
It was then roundly defeated by the back
bench.
This parliamentary theater did
nothing to endear President Chiluba to those
whom he had given assurances that Kaunda

Rights and Development
Major women’s organizations, including
the Women’s Lobby Group, Women for
Change, the Young Women’s Christian
Association, and the Non-Governmental

•

Organization Coordinating Committee
Youth groups such as the University of
Zambia Students Union and the Youth
Federation for World Peace

•

•

•

The National Farmers Union
The Law Association of Zambia
The

major independent newspapers (the
church-affiliated Mirror, the Post, and
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Even after the constitutional amendment

the Chronicle)
All

major, and
parties

many

minor, opposition

A number of chiefs and traditional rulers.
An immediate consequence

of the amendment

was a

of the signing

deterioration in

already strained relations between Zambia
and bilateral foreign assistance donors, who
had been repeatedly assured that the
constitution would be adopted through
“processes of consensus rather than processes
of power.” Two days after the signing the
United States publicly deplored to impose
constitutional amendments,

on

the

eve

of

bill had been signed into law,

Kaunda could

not

be

a

candidate in them.

there continued
to be calls for it to be jettisoned. For example,
on 8 June 1996 at a well attended rally in
Lusaka Dr Kaunda and the presidents of 12
other opposition parties demanded that “the
Constitution of Zambia be adopted by a
constituent assembly and national

Dipak Patel, at that time MMD Minister
of Sport, Youth and Child Development,
fought a lonely and frustrating battle for
election readiness in late 1993 and early
1994. In his capacity as Chair of the MMD

referendum” and that

Reform Process

“presidential and
parliamentary elections be held under the
1991 constitution.” They “saluted the donor
community for finally heeding the calls of
the oppressed people of Zambia, that they
prefer to live in abject poverty as is the case

than under

donor funded dictatorial

Electoral Reform Committee he convened a
Consultative Seminar
in

on

disappointing. From the chair Patel himself
raised some of the questions which he thought
should have been raised by the opposition
parties. In March 1994 Patel arranged with
Nordic donors for a study of the electoral

now

democratic era, that limit the

oligarchy.”

on
“frontline states to close their borders to

system.
somewhat behind schedule in

Zambia’s action, the United States reviewed

Zambian government traffic and ostracize
Zambian delegations to regional conferences

its bilateral and multilateral

until the Zambian government

relationship,

including assistance

programs.
Other bilateral donors reacted

similarly.

Most

project aid continued, but some new
projects were put on hold. More seriously,
balance of payment support was withheld.
Another sequel to the constitutional review
process was

the emergence of a clandestine

group styling itself the “Black Mamba”
which launched a series of threatening letters

ministers and MMD MPs. A

to

typical letter

Our immediate demand is that you

dare
not adopt the evidently unacceptable MMD
tailor made Republic constitution in
Parliament. This is a serious warning to you
all. If you ignore it and go ahead with this
treacherous act, then all hell will break

is

seen to

be

upholding principles of good government
that brought them to power.”
Many of the same civil society
organizations which had fonned the Civil
Society Action Committee continued the
campaign. For example, a National
Convention for Civic

Organizations on

Zambia’s Political Future in September

1996
rejected the amended constitution and
demand "that the 1996 Presidential and
General Elections be held

said:

most

a

Furthermore they called

1991

on

the basis of the

Constitution before amendment.”

These and

numerous

other efforts failed to

convince the Government to reconsider its

position

the constitution.
after the MMD came
and after the exertions in good

on

More than five years
to

1993.

Attendance, substance and follow up were

the first national elections in Zambia’s

right of the
Zambian people to choose their president
freely. In light of the Government of

the Electoral

November

The Nordic election

study report, delivered
February 1993,

made two

major recommendations. One
“removing cumbersome registration
procedures. As a result, electoral
participation is likely to increase, thus
strengthening the democratization process.”

was

The method recommended

was to

abolish

rolls and to
allow citizens to vote using National
Registration Cards (NRC’s), which all
Zambians are required to obtain at age 16. A
second recommendation was adoption of
proportional representation (PR). Under PR
more parties would be likely to gain
representation in parliament. “This may
stimulate voters to take part in the elections
which will lead to a higher voter turnout.”
separate voters cards and voters

Furthermore, PR would avoid the expenses
of

by-elections and work to strengthen
political parties.
The report also

power,
faith of a number of its citizens, Zambia was

recommended that the Elections Office be

right here amongst you and strike you
hard.
We feel duty bound to act against
you because you have adamantly refused to
listen to the popular voice of the people on

left with

removed from the Office of the Vice

the constitution.

level, the constitutional review saga
undermined the legitimacy and store of good

loose. We shall not

run to

the hills but shall

be

.

..

When the warnings were not heeded, there
was

a

series of bomb threats, rumors of

bombs, and several actual bombings, in one
of which

a

his life in

an

police bomb disposal expert lost
explosion in a women’s toilet in
the Lusaka International Airport. Eight senior
members of UNIP were arrested on charges
of treason. A well publicized trial found no
evidence linking any of the detainees to the
Black Mamba. They were released on 1
No alternative suspects
identified, and there are those who
believe that the activities claimed by the

November 1996.
were

Black Mamba

were

in fact perpetrated as

dirty tricks by the MMD.
24

a

constitution which in the abstract

is no more democratic and which commands
less respect

than the one enacted in haste as
a compromise in 1991. At a more concrete

President.
The

suggestion of PR was never seriously
by the MMD, but using NRC’s
as a voting credential had more resonance.
Such a system had recently been employed

considered

will of the MMD government.

in South Africa. It had been recommended

it

by at least one of the election monitoring
organizations, and at some point was the
preferred choice of the Electoral

Furthermore,
seriously flawed the 1996 elections, when
the MMD had an unparalleled opportunity
to refurbish its reputation.
The MMD and the 1996 Elections
The MMD inherited

an

electoral system

capable of producing an election which stood
up as “free and fair” under close scrutiny,
but observers in 1991 did point to room for
improvement. The next general elections
were expected no later than October 1996.
Unfortunately the MMD government did
not pay as much attention to preparing for
these as it did to ensuring that Kenneth

Commission.

In

the

end, however.

Government decided to retain the inherited

system of requiring each voter to have both
a

NRC and

a voter

registration card.

Opposition parties alleged the Nikuv voter
registration was designed to give the ruling
party an advantage in the forthcoming
election. There were accusations that special

made to facilitate
registration by MMD supporters and that
arrangements were
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omissions from the voters rolls fell

election. President Chiluba received fewer

disproportionately in areas of opposition
strength. Opposition challenges to the Nikuv

votes

ground rules”

than he had in 1991, but this translated

the last minute boycott

•

by UNIP and the

into a higher per centage of registered voters.

Alliance, combined with ZNBC’s refusal

President Chi luba had run ahead of his party ’ s

to

parliamentary candidates in 1991. In 1996
polling 15 per cent
more votes than the aggregate MMD
parliamentary vote. The 1996 election had
more parties, more party candidates, more
women candidates and more independent

television

on

candidates than 1991. However, this did not

and several other

party consultations had broken down over

translate into

report was probably the most authoritative,

such issues

the National

contract

in the

courts

failed.

While the MMD government was adamant

in

retaining both the constitutional
qualifications for presidential candidates and
the Nikuv voter registration, it did belatedly
respond to some opposition and NGO
demands for reform of the electoral system.
After several attempts at conducting interas

who would chair the

meetings

and the failure of opposition party members
to stand up when President Chiluba entered
conference

a

at

room

Mulungushi Hall,

President Chiluba initiated a series of bilateral

dialogues with several opposition parties,
including UNIP.
Criticisms notwithstanding, government
proceeded to put the promised changes in
place. On 18 October Nikuv handed over
the final electoral rolls. Parliament

dissolved

on

the

same

was

day. The next day

President Chiluba announced that elections
would be held
October the
sworn

on

new

18 November.

On 21

Election Commission

was

in and that afternoon it announced

nomination dates:

25-28 October for

presidential candidates, 28 October for
parliamentary candidates.
On

23

October

Kenneth

Kaunda

he increased the lead,

opposition party seats in
Assembly. Indeed, MMD

more

increased its share of the house with

a reduced

allow UNIP to advertise is position on

MMD party and government resources,
both human and material, not de-linked
“obvious partial coverage by state media.”

■

Similar

findings were reported by ZIMT
21 November, FODEP on 22 November,

organizations. FODEP’s

for FODEP had trained and
in the

placed monitors
majority of the 4,610 polling places.

share of the vote.

FODEP chose not to

Statistically the elections must be seen to
Moreover,
they were conducted peacefully. Seizing
upon these facts, the MMD and President
Chiluba could and did proclaim a victory.
Off-set against these considerations were
the boycott, and the reasons that underlay it.

terminology, but concluded that “Although
FODEP observers did not report serious
irregularities on election day itself, the 1996
constitution amendments, serious problems
with the voters’ register, lack of meaningful
dialogue between the ruling party and the
opposition parties, and heavy imbalance in
the media favoring the ruling party means

have been reasonably successful.

These led election monitors to deliver very
mixed verdicts, depending on the criteria

employed.

the free and fair

that overall, the elections were conducted in

unacceptable environment and failed to
internationally accepted standards.”59
PAREMO’s Post Election Report offered
a
different perspective. PAREMO
emphasized that it did not see it as “part of
its mandate to try and change the rules or
even participate in their drafting and
an

After the elections there

something of
a rush among the domestic monitoring
groups
to report their preliminary findings. First off
the mark was the Clean Campaign
Committee

use

(CCC),

a

NGOs which

came

purpose
elections and

was to

was

coalition of 18

or so

together for the sole
of working together on the 1996
disband

meet

content.”

“PAREMO’s stand is that the

month after

constitution is now law and must be respected

and “will not take part in the electoral process

a press conference on 20
November CCC Chair Ngande Mwanajiti

by all those who claim to be law abiding
patriotic citizens.” PAREMO emphasized

unless there is

noted that elections

voter turnout.

announced that “UNIP will not

participate

in the elections under the current conditions”

definite and

positive

a

the elections. At

are

both

a

technical and

and the Electoral Process.” UNIP was joined

political process. The CCC’s assessment
covered events as far back as 1995. The

in the

CCC had found

Alliance of

rigging

movement on

the issues of the Constitution

boycott six other members of the
Opposition Political Parties
chaired by EPF’s Dr Rodger Chongwe.
However, other parties, including ZDC, NP,
NLP, and Akashambatwa MbikusitoLewanika’s latest party, the Agenda for
Zambia (AZ) chose to contest the elections.
On another front, the Alliance

MMD to force it to abandon the constitution
voters

The elections
on

18

were

register.
conducted on schedule

November, without UNIP and other

members of the

Opposition Alliance. The
boycott did not succeed in derailing the
election. The numbers registering and voting
were down, but the percentage of registered
voters voting was up.
In the presidential
Sapem December. 1997

no

evidence of election

on the day, but did not find the
elections to be free and fair for reasons

which included;
■

voterregistration did not manage to reach
a

•

of

Opposition Parties continued to try to
generate international pressure against the
and the Nikuv

a

■

“reasonable number”

the

timing of calling the elections
disadvantaged
opposition
and
independent candidates
the Election Commission “lamentably
failed to win the confidence of all players”
“rampant vote buying” especially by
MMD and ZDC

“an

orchestrated
pattern
of
misinformation, slander and other

practices incompatible with international
standards.”

“highly polarized climate arising from
parties to agree on the

failure of the

“The massive voter turnout

resounding no-vote against the boycott
stands against the current
Rejecting allegations of
vote buying, PAREMO observed that “vote
buying’s effectiveness as a campaign
strategy is mostly mythical. In a secret ballot
system, there is no way one can tell whether
the vote purchase was effective.”
While
PAREMO acknowledged the problem of
was a

and anyone who
local process.”

media access, it found the worst offender to
be the

independent Post which “appears
a rabidly anti-government rut.”

stuck in

PAREMO concluded that “the result is

a

fair indication of the fact that

people freely
according to their consciences.” A
similarly favorable verdict was rendered by

voted

Rainbow Monitors, which found that the

1996 elections “satisfied the five

key words
internationally recognized
principles in determining free and fair
elections. Viz.: Universal, Equal, Secret,
which

are
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Free and Transparent. Our position on these
elections is they were held FREE and FAIR.”
to

prophesied chaos and anarchy during the
elections.” Looking forward, he said that

The NGOs which found the 1996 elections

“we shall welcome those that want

be other than free and fair did not do

with

with

early

so

impunity. The attack was launched
on Sunday morning, 24 November

when ZIMT President Alfred Zulu and CCC

Ngande Mwanajiti were picked up by
police for questioning, the premises of
their organizations searched and sealed, and
certain of their documents, including

Chair
the

financial records, seized.

Later in the

morning a former ZIMT Vice President held
a press conference at which he expressed his
“concern for the manner in which these three

monitoring

groups

[ZIMT, FODEP and

abrogating their grave
responsibility to the nation by giving a hasty,
ill -considered negative picture of an election
so warmly and enthusiastically patronised
by the people of Zambia.” He said “the
nation may wish to know that all the three
CCC]

are

press conferences held within 48 hours within
the close of elections were due to pressure
from donors. Dr Kaunda

and the UNIP led

opposition alliance.” He charged that “as a
quid pro quo the donor support to these
organizations was conditional upon their
agreeing to discredit the elections.” He went
on

to name

individuals from four western

donor countries who he alleged

worked with
although he failed to
logical reasons why donors

the three organizations,

mention any
would wish to discredit Zambia’s elections.

The events of late November 1996 fuelled

existing tensions between the MMD
government and civil society organizations.
President Chiluba raised the issue of foreignfunded NGOs in his second inaugural
Both ZIMT and CCC were

address.

threatened with prosecution under legislation
inherited from the

early Kaunda era which

offense for

organizations with
“political objects” to receive foreign funding
without presidential assent.

makes it

an

The MMD Government seized

on

the

peaceful nature of the elections, and on the
turnout which was impressive in the face of
the UNIP boycott and campaign to take up
election cards. It has not dwelt on the seamy
side of the elections. When opening

the new
17 January 1997 President
Chiluba paid “tribute to the people of Zambia
for the peaceful manner in which they
conducted themselves throughout the
election campaign. The Zambian people
shamed the prophets of doom who
parliament

26

on

dialogue

in building our country. We have no
time for those who want to wallow in the
us

past.” However, having said that he added
that “the fact that some local monitoring
teams funded by foreign sources opted to
paint a negative picture of the elections
called into question the legitimacy of their
work.” He expressed the “wish that the
House establishes regulations which would
make elections monitoring teams and all
NGOs accountable both to their members
and to

society. The situation where some
NGOs decided against facts on the ground to
pronounce elections not free and fair borders
on treachery against this country. This can
not be accepted in any free society.” This
statement reveals something of the Mr
Chiluba’s conception of a “free society.”
Nearly a year after they were held the
1996 Zambian elections are still being
questioned. The NGOs, otherthan PAREMO
and Rainbow Monitors, which had

rushed to

Judgement after election day have
subsequently published more voluminous,
documented, and detailed reports, none of
which portray the elections in any better
light than they appeared in November 1996.
The legal challenge to President Chiluba’s
own eligibility to stand under the amended
constitutional requirements, based on
allegations that at different times in his life
he has given varying accounts of who he is
and where he was born and allegations that
he

was

in fact born in the Democratic

Republic of the Congo, is still in the courts,
although a decision is expected soon. UNIP.
LPF and other members of an expanded

opposition alliance continue to repudiate the
legitimacy of the Chiluba government and
to

call for fresh elections held without the

register and the 1996 constitutional
23 August the
continuing defiance of the MMD government
by the opposition saw both Kaunda and
Chongwe receive gunshot wounds as they
attempted to address a political rally in
Kabwe for which they did not have a police
Nikuv

amendment. As recently as

permit.
Democracy Betrayed?
As noted at the outset,

the Zambian

democratic transition is not yet a

flaming

However, it is
wreckage in the desert,
headed that way, down at least one of the
roads which Lord Bryce identified as leading

from democracy. Can it reverse its
steps? In the abstract, tbe answer must be
yes. There is plenty of room for statesmanlike
gestures in connection, for example, with
the overdue local government elections and
the need to fill the vacuum left by the Nikuv
voter registration. It requires no repudiation
of the Nikuv rolls to recognize that voters
must continue to be registered and to enlist
the support ofcivil society and the opposition
in devising a legitimate way of approaching
this. However, there have been plenty of
opportunities forstatesmanlike gestures since
away

the 1996 elections, and the MMD,

rhetoric

notwithstanding, has shown no signs of the
will or ability to take advantage of them.
Rather than acknowledging the possibility
of learning from the past, the Chiluba MMD
government has a propensity to reconstmct
it. A prime example is a letter which Mr
Chiluba sent to the heads of .state of Zambia’s

major “cooperating partners” a few days
after he signed the constitutional amendment.
He explained that the constitutional
amendment

was

based

on

the Mwanakatwe

Commission’s report and that the clauses
which had been interpreted as directed

against Kaunda could not have been because
Kaunda had not announced his return to

politics until June

1995, after the

Mwanakatwe Commission had finished its
work.

Probably few donor heads of state

read Zambian papers,

but they have staff

who do, who would have been well aware
that the Zambian media

were

full of

speculation about Kaunda’s return to politics
after the latter had publicly floated the idea
in mid-1994—well before the MMD's final

submission

to

the

Mwanakatwe

Commission.

Many non-MMD politicians and civil
society leaders are so frustrated by the

the MMD's
MMD practice
that their growing and sustained anger makes
rational debate almost impossible.
It is
difficult to foretell a happy immediate future
for Zambia’s democracy under the current
leadership. To return to the metaphors of
continuing

gap between
sanctimonious posturing and

democratization,

some new

wagoneers are

needed, capable of executing a U-turn on the

Thus far Mr Chi 1 uba
intentions of seeking a third
term of office in 2001, but it will be surprising

road out of democracy.
has denied any

if he does not do so.B
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Smiling faces in Kinshasa,
Red faces in Washington
Ann Pettifor
his past year has
Africa
by

been marked in
the
growing
determination of its peoples to

challenge the complacency, incompetence
and in some cases, corruption of leaders.
Both President Chiluba of Zambia and
President

Mugabe of Zimbabwe won their
elections, but not without some manipulation,
and a severe ticking off from their electorates.
As we go to press. President Moi continues
to face challenges to his authority.
But the most effective challenge was
mounted against ex-President Mobutu legendary for his greed and corruption. His
self-ordained title was only too apt:
the

all-powerful warrior, who because of
his endurance and inflexible will to win,
sweeps from conquest to conquest, leaving
fire in his wake.
Mobutu certainly left fire
in his wake
His

departure was widely welcomed in
now Congo Kinshasa - but also in

what is

the rest of Africa. However, while there are

smiling faces in Africa, there are some red
faces in Washington. This is because his
departure has illuminated how ineffectively
and inefficiently the so-called market
mechanisms and economic decisions operate
in Africa’s international financial relations.
We

are not referring here to the old chestnut
corruption, but to a fundamental flaw in
Africa’s international capital market

of

mechanisms.
To elaborate, in

May 1997, London’s

Financial Tintes(FT) surprised its readers
with an expose that nailed powerful and

respectable international creditors for
financing Mobutu’s corruption. “For twenty
years ” the FT asserted “western presidents,
generals, spies and hankers made no attempt
to

curb his

excesses,

but

necessary ally against
Between 1970 and 1994,

saw

him

as a

communism. ”

Zaire received
$8.5 billion in grants and loans from western
donors.

The CIA, while
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fully

aware

that

Mobutu was pocketing large sums of money,
never

restrained him. Late in the 1970s, the

World

Bank

Blumenthal,

a

seconded

one

Erwin

senior German banker, to

monitor and manage

the Bank of Zaire. He
produced a report in 1982 which argued:
there is no, I repeat no chance on

the horizon
for Zaire’s numerous creditors to get their
money back.Mobutu and his government
show no concern about the question of
paying off loans and the public debt. There
and there still is,

was,

negates
team

one

sole obstacle that

all prospect: the corruption of the

in power.

powerful creditors, this
honest banker’s report appears to have egged
them on. Between the time of the publication
of Mr. Blumenthal’s report and 1989, the
International Monetary Fund had trebled the
volume of loans to Mobutu and his central

bank. Indeed, in the year after the report,
Mobutu was granted the biggest loan ever

given to an African government.
Today, the battered people of the new
Congo Kinshasa are faced with a bill of $ 13
billion in debt. The creditors making these
loans fully expect to be repaid. Unlike
commercial bankers
they need not fear
being punished by market forces for making
what were clearly very unsound and
misjudged loans. On the contrary - they can
expect to gain. The people of Kinshasa may
find it very difficult to repay the loans - or to
raise further capital in commercial markets.
If so, they will have to turn to these same
creditors
for further loans, to pay off old
loans. In this way, the creditors will be repaid
for the original loans, plus they will gain
-

-

even

third income streams from

subsequent loans.
The contrast with the
not

be

more

private sector could

marked. When Robert Maxwell

fell off his boat in the Mediterranean, his

business

went

Morocco, officials of the IMF and World
Bank were let off, scot-free.
The

sons

bust

-

and the banks got

their

fingers burnt. They lost a great deal of money.
Others lost money too, particularly the
Maxwell pension funds. His sons were

and

daughters of Congo

Kinshasa, unlike the sons of Maxwell, cannot
claim limited

liability. They cannot argue
the loan
agreements and that they should therefore
not be liable for the debts. They cannot ask
about how the money was spent, and who

that

they

benefited

Far from deterring

second and

challenged in the courts. They pleaded
limited liability - and were let off .scot-free.
When Mobutu “Jumped ship” and fled to

were

were never party to

-

because these loan agreements

signed in secret. They cannot challenge

the creditors in any
because there is

no

debt negotiations independent arbitrator.

Creditors drive and control all the debt

negotiations themselves. They cannot turn
to the international capital markets - because
the IMF stands at the gates of these markets
and bars entry to debtors - if they displease
her. All they can do is put back any hope of
economic recovery - and begin diverting
precious resources from the new “democratic
republic” into the pockets of the same
creditors who so recklessly funded their
oppressor.
The people

of South Africa face a similar
They cannot implement their
Reconstruction and Development Plan because their government is diverting funds
from reconstruction and development into
the repayment of debts incurred by the
apartheid regime. As Archbishop Ndungane
of Cape Town has argued:
burden.

South Africa’s debt was run up

by the
apartheid regime. The money vvoi used to
fight wars in Angola and Namibia, to shore
up apartheid, to violate human rights, and
those who lent the money knew what it was
being used for. Now it is our government
that has to service the debt.

Archbishop Ndungane is
making a moral point
Professor Kunibert Raffer,

professor of
University of Vienna,
economic point about this

economics at the
makes

an
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imbalance of power between international
creditors and debtors. He argues that the

THE ROLE OF THE

role the Bretton Woods Institutions

play in
international financial decision-making is
not only “de-linked from financial
responsibilities, their errors may even cause
financial gains. This is a system ” he goes on
to note “ absurdly at odds with the Western
market system. At a time when risk-less
decision-making by bureaucrats is abolished
in the East, there is no reason why it should
be presen’ed in the West. ”
In the private sector, argues Raffer, "the
most basic precondition for the functioning
of the market mechanism is that economic
decisions must he accompanied by coresponsibility: whoever takes economic
decisions must also carry financial risk. If
this link is severed, as it m u.? in the Centrally
Planned Economies of Eastern Europe of
the former East - efficiency is severely

STATE IN
POVERTY ALLEVIATION
R. Kamidza

he

claim to the status of

Comparative Research
Programme on Poverty (CROP)
and the University of Botswana
heldafour-day(8-l 1 October) workshop on
"The Role of the State in Poverty
Alleviation ”, drawing participants from such
countries as Botswana, Ghana, Nigeria,
Zimbabwe, South Africa, Namibia, Egypt,
Tanzania, Uganda, the Netherlands. Sri
Lanka and Norway.
The presentations showed that poverty is
likely to remain an African phenomenon
because of poor policy co-ordination and
implementation; lack of serious government

With agreement on

commitment to redistribute

disturbed. ”
His solution to the

inefficiency caused by
protection from market forces is
that they should "lose part oftheir claims".
the IFls

Until last October, neither the World Bank
the IMF would agree to re-schedule or
write off debts owed to them - holding

nor

“preferred creditor”.
the Highly Indebted
Poor Country Initiative - came some
acceptance that they "should lose part of
their claims." Despite this agreement, the
IMF has fiercely resisted offering debt writeoffs, and instead is offering further loans
(Enhanced Structural Adjustment Facility
loans)

-

albeit

If Africans

on

softer terms.

to continue effectively
challenging mal-administration and
corruption on the continent, then they must
be given the chance to challenge the
are

economic inefficiencies caused

by the
protected status given to international
creditors, who in turn protect unaccountable
leaders and corrupt dictators. This can only
be done by exposing international lending
to greater scrutiny and transparency - and
by introducing a fairer, more independent
process for negotiating debt relief.
It

is

this

fundamental

economic

inefficiency at the heart of Africa’s
international financial relations that must
be tackled.
both

on

Introducing greater discipline -

lenders and borrowers

-

international financial relations is
essential

precondition to ending corruption

in Africa.®
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in
an

resources,

particularly land; and inadequate support
from the private sector and the donor
communities. The introduction of the
Structural

Adjustment Programmes (S APs),
safety nets to
ameliorate poverty in an environment of
growing unemployment is significantly
contributing to growing poverty trends in
and the dismal failure for the

the continent. Hence,

even

such countries

as

Ghana and Zimbabwe,

formerly acclaimed
by the World Bank and the International
Monetary Fund as the success stories in the
continent, are increasingly experiencing high
poverty trends. Also, non-SAP implementing
countries, especially young nations such as
South Africa and Namibia

are

still to

adequately address the socio-economic
legacy of colonialism as a way of alleviating
poverty. The workshop also learnt that even
countries with significant economic growth
such as Botswana, despite allocating more
than 40% of the budget resources to the
social sector and the provisions of clean
drinking water, sanitation and infrastructure
(roads, community halls, telephones and
post offices) have a significant proportion of

the

population still living in poverty,
particularly, the hunting communities of the
Basarwa.
The

participants blamed the leaders in

Africa for paying lip-service to the qualitative

redistribution of resources,

particularly land
supporting
over 50% of the total population. For
example, 17 years of independence and the
subsequent amendment of the constitutional
obligation of the willing buyer - willing
seller clause, Zimbabwe is still using the
land question as a political tool to drum-up
support and sympathy when socio-economic
and political events are unfolding against
the ruling elite.
The above weakness implies that Africa is
likely to enter the new millennium as the
only continent where over 50% of its citizens
are living below the poverty datum line. For
instance, the workshop learnt that in
Botswana, Uganda, Tanzania and Namibia
over 38, 55. 59 and 60% respectively, are
still entrenched in poverty while
Mozambique and Ethiopia are the most
poverty stricken nations of Africa,
Thus,
the
workshop
strongly
recommended countries to develop the
necessary political will, infrastructure and
strategies that effectively integrate every
which support the rural economy

citizen into the mainstream of economic

development. It is therefore, imperative for
the state to immediately resuscitate its role
in poverty

alleviation strategies including
meaningful distribution of resources,
particularly land in order to complement
efforts to eliminate poverty by the nongovernmental organisations, the donor
communities, the private sector and various
communities.®
Sapem December. 1997
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LABOUR MARKETS AND

MIGRATION IN SOUTHERN AFRICA
LLOYD SACHIKONYE

outh African newspapers in October

reported

demonstrations by

on

hawkers in

Johannesburg against
foreign traders whom they blamed for
“competition”, “disease” and “decay”. In
one demonstration,
they chanted “chase the
makwere-kwere out”, “down with the

foreigners, up with South Africans.” A
representative of the hawkers asserted: “we
must clean the streets of Johannesburg of
foreign hawkers. The pavements of
Johannesburg are for South Africa’s citizens
and not for foreigners
Foreigners have
taken our jobs ...” [Mail and Guardian, 24
October 1997). The display of xenophobia
by hawkers and workers against migrant
.

.

workers and traders is not

.

new.

However, in

the past year,

feelings against the “makwere
kwere” have run much higher as South
African unemployment continues to climb
and prospects of rapid growth recede.
What

are

of labour

the causes, trends and prospects

migration in Southern Africa as the

region prepares to enter the new millennium?
changes are taking place in the regional

What

labour market? How

can

the economic and

political consequences of cross-border
migration be addressed? These were the
principal issues addressed at the recent annual
colloquium of the S APES/S ARIPS in Harare,

labour. In their papers to the colloquium,
Kabele Matlhosa on Lesotho and Alpheus

Manghezi on Mozambique, explored the
historical dimensions of labour migration. It
system that was highly profitable to
companies, especially mining companies,
but governments of supplier states were also
beneficiaries through the deferred wagepayment system. More than 100 years of
labour migration could not fail to profoundly
affect the economies of the supplier states as
the paper on Malawi by Wi.seman Chirwa
was a

showed. The rural economies from which

in
sufficiently
rehearsed in literature in the region. They
relate to the quest of capital for labour to
make mines, farms and plantations, and
manufacturing industries productive. The
greatest concentration for that capital was in
South
Africa, principally in the
Witwatersrand area. The major sources of
labour supplies were neighbouring countries:
Lesotho,
Botswana,
Mozambique,
Swaziland and Zimbabwe. In addition,
Malawi

was

another

important supplier of
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left the continent
opportunities abroad. This
represented a massive “brain drain” from
for better

controls into force. The

A third set of causes of migration is
primarily economic: the search for jobs and
trading opportunities. Such opportunities
have been inevitably sought in the relatively

richer countries in the

Botswana. Both skilled and unskilled

Southern Africa have been

1987, an estimated

flows.

anniversary of the SAPES Trust.
The historical roots of labour migration

It was observed that since

250 000 Africa experts had

the continent which it could ill-afford.

region. The.se are
mainly South Africa itself, but also

Migration

as economic growth remains sluggish
unemployment climbs, there will be
migration to countries which offer prospects
of opportunities. Adjustment programmes
have often resulted in contraction of jobs
especially in public sectors, but also in
vulnerable industries in the private sector.
A wider dimension of the migration issue
was identified in the
paperby Thomas Weiss.

migrants were plucked at their productive
peak bore the brunt of the system. Political
factors have been behind waves of migration
from the late 1970s to the early 1990s. The
civil war in Mozambique during this period
was abetted through South Africa’s
sponsorship of Renamo. This destabilisation
strategy directly led to the big flow of
Mozambican refugees into South Africa,
Malawi and Zimbabwe. The apartheid
regime thus laid the basis for recent migration

Zimbzbwe which coincided with the 10th

Causes Of

long

and

workers, legal and illegal migrants have

sought to make their fortunes in these
Guy Mhone observed a hierarchy
of wage differentials as one explanation of
migration flows relatively poor countries to
countries.

the rich

ones.

Cross-border trade,

as

Rudo

Gaidzanwa

explored in her paper,
represented a fast-growing segment of the
informal sector in which women played a
prominent part. The competition which they
now posed to South African vendors was
now

much resented,

The present
not

as we saw

above.

trends in labour migration are
likely to abate for several reasons. As

During the same period. 100 000 expatriates
to the continent; they could hardly fill
the gap left and their skills were sometimes
not entirely appropriate to its needs.
Clearly,
governments have been largely to blame for
a mix of policies which
provoke a brain
drain on the other hand, and dependence on
expatriate skills on the other. Globally, rich
came

countries

states”

were

transformed into “fortress

they put stringent immigration
European Union
(EU) countries and the United States were
as

clamping hard on clandestine migrants and
conditions of foreign workers were
worsening as xenophobia rose in a context
of growing unemployment.

Policy Measures
Within the Southern Africa

region, there
increasing recognition that changes will
be imperative to address the migration issue.
Uneven economic development in countries
in the region should be addressed. In his
opening address, the South African Labour
Minister, Tito Mboweni, acknowledged that
Hows of migrants into South Africa were
likely to continue as long as incomes there
were relatively better than elsewhere in the
region. Countries needed to raise wages and
salaries and maintain price stability [in short,
improve working and consumption
is

conditions] in order to retain their skilled
workers. Of course, this hinged on the kind
29
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attempted would be a review of migration
policies. In this respect,the S ADC Protocol
on Free Movement of people in the region
could complement mobility of capital with

proliferation of Export Processing
Zones (EPZs) in the region. There appeared
to be competition amongst countries for
foreign investment including EPZs. a critique
of the EPZ model was presented by Godfrey
Kanyenze, Patricia McFadden, Dot Keet
and Patrick Ncube. EPZs epitomise new
trends in the globalisation, and in particular
represented “privileged space” to capital.

that of labour. It would de-criminalise some

Conditions in most EPZs did not add up to

of cross-border
migration. It could stimulate higher levels

decent labour standards;

of trade and other forms of economic

binding. Most EPZs were enclaves rather
than integrated with the rest of the economy.
Often, there was no strategy in host countries
on the use of export earnings.
EPZs tended to rely on cheap and double
labour, yet the trend elsewhere in the world
was now on training and use of skilled

policies which they adopted
and we saw that rapid economic
liberalisation had not been a panacea in this

of economic

respect.
The second set of measures that could be

of the current patterns

linkages. However, in view ofits potentially
profound implications, governments had
not yet signed the protocol. They still viewed
it with “mixed feelings” as Henning Melber
observed in his presentation. The protocol’s
provisions relating to “residence rights”
were particulary controversial. Free
movement of peoples was viewed with
apprehension because it could undermine
“politicians’ authority.” Governments are
therefore not in a hurry to sign the protocol.
Signifying the mobility of capital vis-avis the restriction of that of labour was the

current

were often
regulations not

unions

barred and national labour

the process of liberalisation unlike at present
when international financial institutions

largely driving the process. In
Kapferer argued, states
think about “re-regulation” in

(IFIs)

are

some

cases, as

needed to

order to reassert control

over

and to alleviate poverty.

the economy

Cooperatives in

agricultural, industrial and consumer sectors
in former labour-supplying areas had created
opportunities for former migrants, as
Manghezi showed in his case-study from
Southern Mozambique. State policies could
be re-oriented to provide support to such
innovative experiences. Regional economic
integration would be the long-term solution
to unwanted migration, argued Morgan
Tsvangirai, the current Secretary General
of the Southern African Trade Union
Council (SATTUC). This integration would

a

need to involve balanced trade instead of

bargain [eg. tax holidays etc] to foot-loose
capital”, it did not create long-term
advantages to the host country.
Finally, other participants at the
colloquium sought a solution in “strong
states” that would have the capacity to control

protectionism (which South Africa has often
practised). It would also require
harmonisation of industrial policies and
human resource development strategies. We
may then begin to have the basis for a more
balanced regional labour market. ■

labour. On balance, while

EPZs offered

CORRUPTION AND DEMOCRACY
IN AFRICA
R. Kamidza

five-day(23-280ctober)
workshop, organised by the
Social Development Network
Kenya which drew NGO participants in
he

in

the continent,

America and Europe

Corruption
and the
Consolidation of Democracy in Africa in
preparation of the Global Coalition for
Africa Summit meeting in Maputo.
discussed

From the discussion,

it

was

noted that

corruption is increasingly gaining notoriety
has tainted leaders of governments,

state

departments, public enterprises, the profit
sectors, the organisations of civil society
and the donor community. For instance,
corruption in Kenya has resulted in the
30

cancellation ofthe external aid disbursements

nullification of the democratic processes,

period of less than six years in
1991 and 1997. Currently, Kenya is ranked
third among all corrupt nations in the world.
Thus, the extent of corruption not only

hence

twice in

a

threatens the consolidation of

democracy,
but also retards economic growth and
development.
The above is worsened by the extent of
poor governance arising from dictatorial
tendencies among a larger proportion of

ineffective
meaningless the effort and commitment
to political reforms and smooth transition to
democracy. In some countries, there are
visible signs of a complete reversal or
African leaders, which renders
and

the

failure

to

consolidate

democracy. It is against this background
that some NGOs in Africa are debating
and

submitting their recommendations to

the Global Coalition for Africa Summit
which will be held in

Maputo with the

persuade governments in the
intensify anti-corruption
activities and speedily consolidate
democracy. Representatives of civil
society present agreed to intensify the
fight against corruption and the
consolidation of democracy even beyond
the Maputo Summit.■
view to

continent to
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Masters in

Policy Studies

SAFES TRUST

The Southern African

Regional Institute for Policy Studies (SARIPS) is offering to 40 students from Eastern and
two-year part-time Master's Programme in Policy Studies, targeted at working persons involved
policy formulation, analysis and implementation from government, private sector and non-governmental

Southern Africa
in

a

organisations.
The
•

•

•

•

•

Programme
Offers a unique and practical regional learning experience in Policy Studies which prepares candidates to
face the challenges confronting Eastern and Southern Africa in the 21st century.
Is accredited by the Universities of Fort Hare (South Africa), Zimbabwe, and Dar es Salaam.
Consists of 155 days of residential period spread over 2 years for learning comprising lectures, tutorials,
examinations and policy seminars in Harare, Zimbabwe.
Entails reading assignments and policy project work done out
Starts in September 1998 and ends in August 2000

of residence.

Courses Offered
•

Core Courses

•

Governance and

•

•

•

•

(mandatory)
Policy Making
Regional Integration and Co-operation
Economic Theory and Development Planning
Gender Issues in Policy Making
Research Methods
Electives

(select one)

Sectoral Economics
Environmental

Policy

International Relations

Social

Policy

Dissertation/Policy Research Project
Participants will be required to submit a 25 000-word dissertation/research policy project to be completed
within six months of obtaining 5 course credits.
Qualifications

Applicants must have:first

degree

•

a

•

at least three years

•

a

of policy relevant work experience
working knowledge of English, as it is the language of instruction

Scholarships
Whilst the SARIPS

can assist in seeking funding for the programme, it is the responsibility of the student to secure
funding. Programme costs for the entire two year period are: Tuition and Fees (US$8 000); Travel and Subsistence
(US$8 000) and Policy Project Research Costs range from (US$1 000-US$4 000).

Application Letters
Must be accompanied by copies of certified degree transcript and certificate, birth certificate, curriculum
vitae and contact details of two referees (Applications with incomplete documentation will not be
processed)
Should be submitted before 28 February 1998.
Application forms are available on payment of a non-refundable fee of US$30.
Late applications maybe considered after payment of US$50
Applications and any enquiries should be addressed to:

•

•

•

•

•

The Academic

Registrar

SARIPS
P.O. Box MP 111, Mount Pleasant

Harare, Zimbabwe
Telephone:
263-4-736306/727875/790815/726060
Facsimile:
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263-4-732735

E-Mail:

Sapes @ harare.iafrica.com
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Winnie’s second chance
Shingai Nyoka reviews Katiza’s Journey: Beneath The Surface of South Africa’s Shame.
By Fred Bridgland. (Sidgwick & Jackson, London) 1997.
her

daughter's boyfriend after he told her of
pornographic picture of Winnie and her
then 25 year old lawyer Dali Mpofu.
Although the release of Katiza's Journey
coincides with Winnie's appearance at the

innieMadhikizela-Mandela’s

W

reputation as South Africa’s
political Houdini has been sealed.
Barely two months after the publication of
a damning tell-all book in which a former
follower paints her a “witch” presiding over
a fiefdom of sexual debauchery and murder,
Winnie bounced back in the

race

a

Truth and

Reconciliation Commission

(TRC), the fact that many of the events
detailed in the book occurred

for the

years ago is
the public.

country's deputy presidency.
Katiza’s Journey was written by British
journalist Fred Bridgland and is based on

more

than five

likely to lessen their impact

on

interviews with Katiza Cebekhulu, a former

Also many of Winnie’s former followers
have since purged themselves and some of

member of Winnie’s Mandela notorious

their truths

football club.

That Winnie could still be considered
serious contender for
after such
to

a

key national post

a

allegations, is not a only testament
own power
but the political

Winnie’s

,

mood of the nation.

Perhaps the relationship between Winnie
and the public could be better understood by

looking at Winnie’s political parallel, Marion
Barry’s the flamboyant Black mayor of
Washington.
Bridgland and Katiza’s proxy, British MP,
Emma Nicholson have misjudged the
public’s feelings about activities in the
apartheid days. They also failed to realise
that their “foreignness” would work against
the book. Traditionally “foreignness”,
especially in the media, approximated to
objectivity and neutrality.
Instead, Bridgland finds that the attention
intended for Winnie has in fact deflected
onto

for

himself, his literary past and his motives
was

both vitriolic and

the fictional femme fatale, has as

a

voracious

appetite for sex, alcohol and blood. Katiza,
on

the other hand “the hero” of the book, is

presented as a naive gang member who (as
we are led to believe), largely watched rather
than participated in the fire bombings and
murders perpetrated by his party youth peers
and friends.
At times Katiza’s Journey reads like gossip

superfluous information is given as
emphasis as the more important facts
to spice up the story. For example, Bridgland,

where
much

writing the book.

In 1986 when it

Bridgland writes in a manner which is
recriminatory when the
national message is one of reconciliation.
His presentation of facts is akin to that of a
tabloid (newspaper).
Winnie, in the typical representation of

Fred

still fashionable to

authenticate liberation movements and their

stresses

Bridgland wrote a book
exalting Angola’s rebel leader, Jonas
Savimbi. With the benefit of hindsight, and

daughter, has four children by four different

leaders in Africa,

the realisation that Savimbi

infact

the fact that Zindzi (sic) Winnie’s

allegations

are more

sensational.

its solution,
Bridgland later retracted some of the

saw Winnie killing
Stompie Moeketsi, a young activist. She
denies the charges and the man that was

assertions he had made in the book.

imprisoned for the murder of Stompie, Jerry

was

one

of Africa’s problems rather than

But his track record in

biography writing

seriously flawed as a result of Jonas
Savimbi. The Key to Africa.
Perhaps this is why Katiza's Journey seems
was

out

of touch with the mood of the

Africa in theme,
32

new

South

characterisation and tone.

decide for themselves.”

Unfortunately for him, many people have
already made up their minds about Winnie.
For the poor and the down-trodden in the
backwater town of Brandfort where she

was

in exile for many years, Winnie MadhikizelaMandela was one of the first people they

witnessed standing up to whites.
“Mother of the Nation” who

had
She was the

helped them
vegetable

become self-sufficient with their

production and set up a mobile clinic.
For many, Winnie is also the woman who
nearly experienced a miscarriage whilst in
police detention, endured firebombings of
her house, constant police harassment and a
heart attack at the age of 35.
Katiza’s story, if true, is one that needs to
be told and dealt with in the

new

South

Africa. The

men.

Other

directly contradict Katiza’s
allegations, thereby neutralising the effect
of Katiza’s testimony.
“Now that I have told my story, people
must make up their own minds about the
truth," says Katiza at the end of the book.
“Who is the big liar? Is it Winnie Mandela
or Katiza Cebekhulu? Ordinary people who
read this book should ask this question and

Katiza claims that he

Richardson,

formerly Winnie’s right hand
man, claims that although Winnie merely
ordered the killing, she did not participate.
Katiza also pins Winnie to the death of her
physician Dr Ebrahim Asvat and alleges that
she colluded with the police in the death of

challenge for the narrators is to
right way to tell it. Perhaps Katiza's
Journey would have been more credible if
the soft-spoken and broken Katiza had
find the

written it himself

Bridgland needs to realise that many people
out of apartheid with blood on their

came

hands. South Africa’s shame does not

and end with Winnie Mandela.
is

begin
Perhaps that

why many are willing to give
second chance, albeit only if she

to serve

Winnie

a

continues

their interests.®
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