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UHURU IN SOUTHERN AFRICA:
IT IS TOO EARLY TO SING AND DANCE!
he structure, content and
mainstream media is

more

reflection of the power
national and

ownership of the
often than not,

a

relations at both the

global levels. The extent to which nation-

states-in-the-making have been

so

conscious of this is

African
cannot

society. More important, the white-controlled media

raise the issue of racism

racial order in which the African
the

“government-controlled” media to counter “enemies”

such

controlled media in Southern African countries have

of power

the best of print and electronic

of the established (read white) media houses and the

global information order. Indeed, what is often referred
to as the

“independent media” is nothing

reflection of the

hegemonic

powers

more

than

a

of globalization,

expressing at themselves in Southern Africa in general,
and at national levels in
at

particular, in vigorous attempts

controlling and managing the transition from white

.settler colonialism to national

independence.

Therefore, the so-called “New Democracy” in postwhite settler colonial Southern Africa could, if the popular
forces

are

not

vigilant, amount to

continuin'. Likewise, the “New

a cover-up

Democracy” of the post-

Cold War might disguise a global order so
divided between the

for

(dialectically)

developed and the developing.

between the First and Third worlds, the

wealthy and

powerful on the one hand, and the poor and weak, on the
other.

of the

an

What would be the

obvious case? Besides, it

“new

new

global misinformation order:

function

to conceal

a race

commission in

objective of investigating

might Just expose the reality

democracy”.

The point here is that
those (i.e. the whites

it serves little purpose to complain about

concerned) that

we

hold responsible for

the malaise in both the media itself and the apparent non-

changing reality: tho.se concerned are behaving quite consistent
with their well known historic mission.

that

we

been

It is

criticize those Africans who. to quote

more

important

Makgoba, “have

deceptively given the false belief that they have some

control” in this current

reality that is South Africa. Makgoba's

mistake, however, is to conclude that this is

a

problem confined

only to the media and not to the entirety of South African
society in particular, and all the other Southern African countries,
in

general. Simply put. Africans cannot start talking about an

“African Renaissance” before
the

dance of Black economic
to

they have freed themselves from

ideology of self-deception. There should be no "song and

empowerment” until

we

have begun

acknowledge the current historical and political realities that

parameter even our political space as

Africans

-

nationally,

regionally and globally!
This is

why it is

reconstruction and

This has been the main political and ideological

always at the bottom of

relations in South Africa, to the detriment of those
Africans who are already indulging in self-deception about the

media establishments, but

mainly because of the hegemony of the combined forces

is

why it would be naive to expect

both within and without. In recent decades, government-

practice of self-censorship that has characterized even

race

heap.

This is

South Africa.

pronounced failures, not so much because of the

global and otherwise - without

simultaneously indicting itself as part and parcel of the global

illustrated in the desperate, but lame attempts at instituting

become

-

so

important that

national strategy for

designed to deal with the
causes of underdevelopment in Africa. Only the

regional and continental
fundamental

any

development be linked with a broader subone,

reality. Likewise, the largely white-controlled media in

organic intellectuals and indigenous media can assist in this

post-white settler Southern Africa: It is not so much, as

process,

Magkoba asserts in the main feature article herein, that

abroad—to

“white South Africa wants Africans to suffer total amnesia

history and politics.

about racism.”

For, only a dead African would be

oblivious to the racial reality of “post-liberation”
2

Southern

The

notwithstanding the incessant attempts - at home and
marginalize and destroy this tendency in African

struggle for African Liberation is a long process; it is too

early to celebrate.■
Sapem November, 1997
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Has France lost the cultural battle?
The

student of history,
in former colonies
(so-called Anglophone) can always be sure will
appear in one way or the other is: compare and
contrast the British Indirect rule policy with the
French Policy of Direct Rule, or what are the
advantages or disadvantages of French
assimilation
policy and the British
one

question

every

social studies or government

believed, quite zealotly. that they could

make

French nien/women out of the "natives'

once

they have "evolved" and become fully assimilated
into French culture, morals and values. To a very

level than their British cousins. The British

large extent the policy worked until quite recently.
Francophone elite are so integrated into
French lives in a way that the Anglophilia elite
could only envy. It was not just shared Schools,
Universities, Military Schools, but personnel,
economic and political linkages. But above all,
a shared commitment to "Mother France" through
the French language which they often speak like
French people themselves.
In a way, they do not see any differences
between themselves and the metropolitan elite.
For instance both former President SedarSenghor
(of Senegal) and late Houphoet Boigny (Cote
d'Ivoire) were First Deputies and Ministers in
France before they were "seconded" back to

how well an African

Africa to become heads of state. This mutual

through affected accents, high brow
education, genteel affections, etc., he/.she would

dependence made France a highly successful
neo-colonial power. It called the shots from
Dakar to Bamako and Kinshasa to Kigali. It had
a majority of states (24 to British 17) in the OAU.
It could rely on these states to vote with it on the

Africanisation?
Of

the British sought through these
questions to show that they were
generally more benevolent and protected
course

‘scientific’

"African" traditions and institutions (feudal

structures) whereas the French did the opposite.
The answer forces a false choice between British

and French colonialism.

to

However, it i s also true that the French seemed
have been more successful at the cultural

were so

racist that

no matter

tried

always remain a "bloody nigger". You may
acquire British Passport, but that does not make
you English. Even those who consider
themselves English, may never be accepted .so,
but tolerated if convenient to do

(FrankBruno, John Barnes, etc.) But for the French, it

was

different.

They

were so

Are

.so

racist that they

we

American Summit in Harare, almost all Sub-

African countries have

foreign
policies that seek to create
welcoming environments for foreign investors.
Foreign investors in the sense suggested by this
report seem to mean Europe.
Now that Africa seems to have come up with
an upside down equation denoting that;
Donations plus Europe equals African
development, what will the former colonialists
think of Africa? And now that years after "Hag
independence', Africa cannot even manufacture
a simple needle without relying on foreign
investors, while Europeans are exploring the
investment

Sapem November, 1997

eventually, the
linkage with France was unique
through the CFA currency. It could, and did,
change their governments at will.
Then came the collapse of the Eastern bloc,
intensification of the drive towards EuropeanUnion (necessitating France dropping the CFA).
Pro democracy agitations and genocide in
Rwanda in 1994. In spite of its devices, Paris
could not save the Habyarimana regime.
Genocide was stopped a new government not
beholden to France came into power. France
panicked and tried through ‘Operation
Turquoise" to reverse the abomination, but too
late. Its opposition to the RPF government has
more to their being exiles from Anglophone
countries therefore not being part of the Paris
economic

Club.
Events in the Democratic

France's claim to

Republic of Congo
confirming France’s worst fears that ‘Engl ish
Speaking' rebels are out of drive it out of the
continent. A small girl, Xtine, 1 met in Goma at
Women's Day Celebrations desperately trying
to coax me to speak English to her while I tried
to get her to improve my single sentence in
Erench put it most onimously: “1 don't like
French, it is the language of Interahamwe". Oh

was

France what next now. Monsieur?

UN and other international forums. Indeed

being a major world Power
significantly bolstered by its influence in
Africa. Even though nationalist sentiments forced

are

Tajudeen Abdul-Raheem

begging for recolonisation?

According to a report on the Trends and
Prospects for foreign Financing of Economic
Development in Sub-Saharan Africa which
was presented at the July African-AfricaSaharan

The

all of them to ‘Vote Yes'

noon, what really
recolonising Africa?

can

stop Europe from

Africa is

Africa lost millions of people during the Atlantic
Slave Trade and went

Capitalism is

lose

people
during colonialism. During these periods, there
on to

more

massive destructions of property,
infrastructure, culture and traditions. For all these

were

a

a net debtor to Africa and that
creditor to international

net

capitalism”.
In 1980 Africa

prepared the Logos Plan of
the World Bank
in 1981 prepared its Berg report to displace the
African plan. The World Bank also countered

Action for its development but

economic activities in Africa were
disrupted.
Soon after "tJag independence", Africa was
made to believe that it owed Europe billions of
dollars. But Germany paid billions of dollars to
Europe and the Jews after the Second World War.
The United States paid billions of dollars to Japan
after the atomic bombing in Hiroshima and
Nagasaki. Why not Africa? Badi Onimode
rightfully wrote in his hook. A future for Africa.

the African Alternative Framework to Structural

that "The whole World must know that World

Harare, Zimbabwe

years,

Adjustment Programmes for Social Economic
Recovery and Transformation (AAF-S AP) with
its Long-Term Perspective Study (LTPS). If
these programmes are meant to help Africa,
why can not the Africans, who have adequate
knowledge about their problems, be given the
chance to prepare their own recovery

programmes?
Munyaradzi Elias Huni
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White

Hegemony in the Media?
Prof. William M.

T
African

he

recent

debates of the media

Eurocentrism, victimisation and
racism from

a

broad

sector

of the

society (politicians, academics,

business people, intellectuals, journalists and

ordinary citizens) and echoed by some
eminent foreign visitors (India, Australia
and Nigeria) with the subsequent vehement
denials by The Star and Mail & Guardian
and the magnanimous admission by the
Sunday Independent are symptomatic of the
interesting times we live in in the real South
Africa. These debates form part of the larger
and continuing contestations about our
national identity, agenda and the future
direction of

our

exist in two different spheres

integral to the transformation of the media.

look

White South Africans must define and

in the way they
interpret life and their social
experiences. This consistent finding within
the Diaspora is a by-product of racism and
and

at

colonial

oppression.

It is within this context that

to

and

causes

of this

The

core

issues raised against the media

are:

the media is Eurocentric in its mindset;

a deep philosophical
understanding of African Society;
iii) The media lacks sensitivity and a balance
of the values within a transforming
complex society;
iv) the media continues to promote white
superiority by practising subliminal

v) the media has become

an

disconcordant and does not enjoy confidence
with

a

some,

but not all of the above

to a

Commission (TRC) submissions, the media
was

that clean and innocent in

not

liberation

nuances

there

understand it when

4

be

no

doubt that B lacks and whites

a

minorities commission,

rights commission, but not

a

a race

dillydallied on transformation? Is

the media taboo

to

the transformation train

that is

grinding its way through our society?
The media in South Africa is still safely in
the hands of whites. A study conducted four
years ago showed that despite the song and

that

we

our

struggle. It is really interesting

harbouring racist tendencies compared to
95% ten years ago. In South Africa today
can

human

different

planets’’. A similar pattern

still

September 1997), "South Africa has a gender
commission,

major section of our society in a
The media naturally denies

Blendon put it, “it really means that Blacks
and whites may as well be on different

or

a

number of ways.

degree. Perhaps the change they most deny
is that of racism; for after all "they fought
apartheid and racism". How simplistic this
view is from reality!! As we now learn
through the Truth and Reconciliation

found in a
British

pointed out in

article in the Mail & Guardian (11th

obstacle to

It is obvious from these that the media is

was

recent

transformation

the

national survey in the UK where 85%
whites in 1995 admitted to racism

suffer total amnesia about racism.
As Professor Mamdani

racism;

of Blacks
was a big
problem in our society’’. 70% of Blacks saw
discrimination as their biggest obstacle while
58% of whites saw the break up of the Black
family and “indi.scipline” as a major obstacle
for B lack advancement. As Professor Robert

to

the media

nature

widespread but spontaneous disenchantment.

Foundation; in which 47% of USA citizens
over

about what racism is and how to

understand the

ii) the media lacks

was on

us

handle and cope with it in order not to rock
the boat. White South Africa wants Africans

commission”. Even the youth and higher
education have had commissions. Why has

i)

last 10 years. In particular, 68%
and 38% of whites felt “racism

educate

Surely it is in the interest of the media and
public to find each other; to find out and

the

importantly, these opposing views indicate
a serious national
cleavage within our
society; two societies living in different
wavelengths on the same geographical space.
Perhaps even more startling, were the
different perceptions of the way Blacks and
whites view the world; following the large
survey by the Washington Post. Harvard
University and the Kaiser Family
the increase

divided civil

facilitate the transformation of the media.

the African national liberation forces. More

felt that racism

a

society needs to set up independent
mechanisms to investigate the media, its
moguls and the national interests
comprehensively and systematically in order

country, between the

conservative white liberal establishment and

Makgoba

Africans who suffered racism in its
and forms, are now not
we are

supposed to
making it an issue

Roots

of racism
Sapem November. 1997

COVER STORY
and authority

dance of Black economic empowerment,

reason

87% of our

and the way our

private publishing
companies. The only real Black publi.shing
houses are New Africa Publications, City

in influencing opinions
society must conduct itself.
It is this monopolistic and protectionistic
control that is today a hindrance and a threat
to press freedom. Perhaps, this monopoly is
best illustrated by the following quotation
from Ken Owen’s presentation at the Helen

Press and Mafube. The

Suzman

print media is still owned by the
Independent, Caxton, Nasionale, Perskor,

Times Media Limited, Primidia, Publico
and several white-owned

new

mission of these

largely white-owned media is the protection
of white interests, apartheid-gained
advantages, privileges and the past under
the guise of civilisations, norms and
standards. Even the few Blacks that have

stakes in the

largely white-controlled media
deceptively given the false belief
that they have some control. Blacks have no
control to what the media report or does not
report. In short, the whites have instead
consolidated control in a new, but disguised
manner. This is the chameleon approach
that
distinguishes
reform
from
have been

transformation. The white controlled media
has become
seem

to

a

law unto itself and somehow

believe it is above the national

transformation

programme.

It

sees

,

...

rigged to eliminate most competition. Sapa,
which
news

Mbeki craved,

a

was

nightmare of incompetence and
unreliability, but it was retained for an
important purpose: To rig the circulations”.
The freedom of the press is usually a local
a

and contextual issue. It varies from country
of the

believe in the voice of

as

systematically starved of resources. The
distribution system, centrally controlled, was

to

and racial lenses,

might have become the basis of
service, such

country and so it should be. The maturity

Nationalistic

ruling system, the silent conventions

1985 after the

Party Congress in Durban.

White South Africa has become

its

own

a

victim of

entrenched racism.

The media is

clearly lagging behind and

enormous negative confidence in
and about our country. The spectre of racisnr

creating

that entrenched,

practised and became part
parcel of white South Africa for over
340 years, needs active, systematic and
persistent efforts to root it out across all
sections of our institutions of civil society
including the media. The media cannot
and will not transform or regulate itself.
This has not happened in history and will not
happen within the institution. No institution
of civil society has been able to transform
itselffrom within.
Could the NP for example transform itself
and its policies of apartheid spontanteously ?
and

All that

we witnessed was the sophistication
apartheid over time; even when crude
apartheid was removed in 1994. the NP and

of

its leaders remained fixated to modernised

of the society at large and context, determined

apartheid and failed to adapt to the

the relative freedom of a “free

country, hence the recent disintegration of

press”. These
imply understanding the complexities and
the sensitivities of each society and its
democracy. The media in South Africa
always cry for “freedom of press”. What
they never cry for is responsibility,
objectivity,
sensitivity.
thorough
investigative journalism, analytical and
informative reporting. They never cry for
being in context with the society in which
and about which they are reporting. They
use

the conventions and values of

section of

a

small

society to define what
They use the
freedom of press to push an agenda that is
totally out of touch with African society.
The mind.set of our media is Europe while it
is physically located here. It is these
protectionism and monopoly that are at the
constitute

a

our

standard free press.

heart of contestation in the transformation of
media.

Despite what we are told, white
fearful and reluctant
to embrace the new democracy in which
their recent oppressed are now in charge.
They are terrified of Blacks. For some, the
dreaded “swart gevaar” is no longer
speculation, hut a reality they cannot come
to terms with, hence sporadic incidence of
family suicide and the constant harping of
our

South Africans are very

Sapem November. 1997

accused PW Botha of in

on

original sin, however lay
with the owners, the mining men whose
training inclined them to consume assets
not to create them
the managers of the
industry established a near monopolistic
comfort zone in which they could maximise
profit and minimise effort. The markets were

African Renaissance

political agendas of
the ANC rather than agendas for the nation.
Therefore, these issues are portrayed in
political rather than in national terms. The
media, despite the low quality journalism

Conference

Liberalism: “the

transformation, African identity and the
as

Foundation

emigration to the back streets of Sydney,
New York and London. They have not yet
“crossed the rubicon”, something whites

new

the party.

We recently heard that some
‘transforming
themselves because they have autonomy’
only to discover to our horror the illiberal,
universities have been

undemocratic and “entrenched racialised

powers” that guilded these

so called halfbaked ‘transformations’. The lesson here is

that

“leopards do not change their spots”.
the media be that mutant tiger?
Definitely not!
Clearly, a media whose agenda is suspect,
whose journalistic quality is poor, does not
deserve the respect of the public. Instead of
being a watchdog, it will become a
Chihuahua. However, taking the central
Will

tenets

of the debates i.e.

our

media has

failed to articulate the complexities of our

society in transformation because of its
poor quality ii) our media cannot
transform itself; and that iii) our media
should not be subjected to a government
commission, there are several ways in which
our media can begin to move forward. Some
of the solutions the media
to

can

embark upon

improve itself and others are support and
society to expedite

assistance from civil
transformation.

First, the media in South Africa should set
5
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its

agenda. A major characteristic
inability
to set its own agenda. The lack of setting its
own agenda has created a media that is
reactive rather than proactive; a media whose
agenda is set and prone to manipulation by
advertisers and monopolistic ownership; a
media exploited by business people,
politicians (particularly apartheid and
conservative liberal), the rich and powerful;
a media that became a mouthpiece and at
times, a propaganda tool for these in our
history. As a result, the media failed as a
medium of public information and was
unable to address issues that are important
for this country but addressed issues that are
important and are of interest to these sectoral
professional manipulators. Our media is
unable to gather, investigate and analyse
news on its own, but tend to rely on press
releases, press conferences or dossiers or
reports from London or New York that are
reported without context, analysis,
importance orrelevance to this society. When
news breaks, there is a tendency to adopt
the-follow-my-leader principle without
adding value. It is important that our media
set its agenda in context that is derived from
this society in order to reclaim its identity,
authority and avoid a repetition of the past.
own

weakness of our media has been its

If

one was

to

land in South Africa from

Mars, reading our newspapers, one would
have
was

no

clue

as

to

where

one was

and what

being reported.

Second, it is important for example that
our

television develops programmes that are

based

on

variety of

excellence, that

cover

a

wider

issues within our society.
These programmes should attract the best
journalists and be highly competed for. These
programmes should be uncompromising in
their analysis, as for example the BBC,
Panorama—a
weekly hard-hitting
programme in British society. It sets high
standards of journalism. It is watched by
many millions for its information, analysis,
depth, context and entertainment. Every
journalist would kill to work in this
programme. These types of programmes set
the standards and improve the others within
the corporation. The South African
Broadcasting Corporation (SABC) has the
"TRC Special Report” by Max Du Frees,
which is a programme of excellence and
high standards, but has the limitation that it
covers just one aspect of our society. In the
6

core

print
as

we

have such crucial

core

issues such

reconciliation, transformation, and the

African Renaissance, but these

require indepth media research, analysis and reporting
such that the reading public can be better
informed and educated.

Third, South Africa, like most developing
countries has young people occupying crucial

positions. Presently our media is
overpopulated by young, inexperienced,
poorly paid, trained and disdainfully-treated
journalists who are prone to manipulation in
their reporting. Too often, press conferences
are attended by these and are reported almost
verbatim
without
analysis
and
contextualisation. This ‘lazy journalism’
complemented by ‘lazy editorship" and a
drive for advertising and protectionism, result
in inaccurate, provincial and uninteresting
news reports. We need well-trained,
motivated, witty and well-rewarded
journalists; journalists who pride themselves
in quality and excellence. The present
management and owners should invest in
training Blacks and give editors resources to
pay competitive rather than exploitative

matter of priority.

This transformed Council
analyse and redefine the codes,
rules and paramaters in the light of our
transforming and compext society. Only in
this way will the new codes that are to
govern our media be reflective of our society.
The present Council and its codes are based
on the mindset of colonialism, protectionism
and apartheid. These should all be discarded
to make way for a new era. Civil society can
a

should study,

also assist in the establishment of an Institute
of Journalistic Excellence.
South Africa's civil

society should invest
setting up an institute that is dedicated to
journalistic excellence in its broadest sense,
led by distinguished lateral thinkers such as
De Bonon or Lord Rees-Mogg. This would
in

salaries.

Finally, the transformation of power
relationships, mindset, gender and racial
inequities within the media should become a
priority. Blacks in positions of seniority
must be given the power and authority
without reins. They should be given space
on the opinion pages. Too often, when power
and authority are transferred from whites to
Blacks, they get diluted to tokenism. The
media must avoid this trap. In addressing
these issues, expertise and assistance should
be sought from those that were previously
excluded. Gender and racial issues
tackled

by those that

curious feature of

were
our

are

best

affected. A very
society and its

transformation, is that those who

Birth
be

pains of a

new

society

question, civil
society can give impetus to the reconstitution
of the present Press Council. A new Press
Council that is inclusive, representative and
compatible with our constitution and drive

equivalent of the Nieman. Such an
broadening of the
mind and give editors and journalists time to
reflect profoundly on their profession and
on matters of the public. It would improve
the level of professionalism for senior
journalists and editors. It would also assist in
elevating the status of journalism in our
society. The poor quality of our media is no
longer in dispute. It has its roots in poor
quality journalists, editors and abysmal
management and monopolostic ownership
of the industry over a prolonged period.

for transformation should be established

During the apartheid

were

recently our oppressors, have now suddenly
become experts and our saviours in
transformation. The media should
‘law unto itself

or

see

not

be

a

itself above the

national transfomiation programme.

Civil
While

the

Sociefy

idea

of

a

government

commission is out of the

as

our

institute would be for the

years, our country
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developed growth in ignorance. This
ignorance and parochialism permeated into
all our institutions of civil society. It is
ignorance and parochialism that an institute
of excellence would eliminate.
Civil Society can either make use of
existing structures or setup other mechanisms
to

assist the transformation of the media.

The

following objectives and terms of
guide such mechanisms: to
improve the quality of journalism; deepen
our understanding of each other i.e. the
media and civil society such that the media
can he a true mirror through which this
society can be reflected and assist the media
to regain its proper identity and role in our
.society. What is at stake here is not the issue
reference should

their structures and

organisation suitable for
country? What is the national
interest? Whose interest do our present media
serve; the public or the owners or certain
political agendas? What informs the criteria
our

African

of newsworthiness? How suitable and

prepared are our journalists for the tasks
they are expected to perform within our
context? What type of practices and ethics
should be followed to guide our media,
appropriate for our needs in this time of
major change and contestation? How does
the media address issues of

race

within its

ranks and in its

reporting of issues?
What are the limits and guidelines of our
press freedom in our context?
In a recent article in the Sunday
Independent (17/08/97), Professor Ndebele
own

raised

a

number of issues

as

follows: “Both

(the government and the media) stand to
learn much about the imperatives of
professionals, citizenship, responsibility—
all reinterpreted within a new democracy
that fully understands, among other things,
its duty to protect itself." He further asked
the following questions: “How fast can our
media move away from a journalistic
tradition based

on

the need for instant

gratification? Does our current journalistic
practice have sufficient tools to unravel and
reflect in an illuminating way the
complexities of our current society? (I have
serious doubts in this regard); How soon can
new kinds of training disabuse some of our
‘progressive’ newspapers of notions that
they are teaching all of us about the workings
of a democracy ?The,se questions will require
some serious introspection within the media
profession. ..’’
Human
The media is

transmission

of press

freedom, but the limits, content and

context

of this freedom that

and

compatible with

our

are

consistent

complex society.

The terms of reference

would be to

investigate the quality of journalism; the
quality of thought and intellectual depth that
goes into our media; i) .setting the broad
principles of the media in our society, ii)
assisting the media in resolving some of the
difficult transformation realities iii) and

monitoring the progress of transformation
by setting indicator parameters. These
mechanisms would also address for example
the following; Are the present media with
Sapem November. 1997

our

of

Rights

main vehicle for the

ideas,

knowledge,

information and culture. Violations of these
activities fall under Human

Rights. This
interpretation is further supported by the
recent submissions to the TRC by various
stakeholders within the media. Therefore, it

should be recommended that the remit of the
Human

Rights Commission (HRC) be
extended to include an investigation and
monitoring of media on a short-term basis.
This could be made a Special project of the
HRC headed by an independent person of
integrity. It might even include bringing the

could be

placed under the Public Protector
using similar guidelines as above.
A separate commission by civil society
could be set up. This commission should be
independent and composed of respected
members of our society. It should be
representative in terms of race, gender and
mindset. The critical stakeholders should be
worked out

by civil society.

Contributions from members of the

previously excluded

as

has characterised

these debates, should be actively encouraged.
These contributions should be

proactive
issues that are of
concern to this evolving society. In this way,
rather than reactive; raising

the media would be able to broaden its

mindset, context and catchment

area

for

reporting. This participation would
give the media a sense of balance and assist
it in setting its agenda in context. The
participation will also bring a new set of
readership and greater involvement. As
Africans, we deserve a free press that is
news

robust, accurate, critical, informative and

analytical, but it must equally respect our
national interest, identity, culture, mindset,
viewpoint and worldview. It must relate to
our social experiences, core values and
consciousness as a society. It must be an
African press, reflective of an African nation
emerging out of oppression.
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THE GREAT LAKES CRISIS AND

SOUTHERN AFRICA
Major Gen. H.C.Lupogo
This North

outhern Africa is

being drawn ever
closely into the affairs of the
Great Lakes region. It is only
proper that mention should be made of what
is happening in that region, for it is bound to

There does not

effect Southern Africa in

movement

more

one.

than
During the Arab domination of Eastern

Africa it

was

more

ways

said that when the drums beat

in Zanzibar,

they dance on the Great Lakes.
Similarly upheavals in the Great Lakes region
leave Southern Africa untouched.

cannot

These

regions have

more

in

common

than

what meets the eye at first glance.
It is futile to try and define the Great Lakes

region, just as it is difficult to define Southern
Africa. The geographer will include all of
the rift valley system from the Zambezi to
Ethiopia. The ethnologist would want to
include all the Zulu strains in Southern Africa

only to find himself right in the middle of the
Great Lakes. The political boundaries may
be more successful but they will cause
problems for Mozambique, Malawi and
Zambia. It may be interesting to note that
General Smuts regarded the Kenya
Highlands as the best line of defence to the
north of the Republic of South Africa. It is
safe and more reasonable to identify the core
of these regions and let the peripheries fuse
or fade into one another as the case may be.
The open vegetation of the Great Lakes
region has from time immemorial provided
open route ways through the area. Along
these routes came many ethnic movements
from North Africa and the Nile Valley into
East Africa and continuing into Southern
Africa. Thus the cave paintings found in
central Tanzania resemble those found in

Southern Africa. The Sandawi click sounds
are a

pointer to the click sounds prevalent in
point to a southward

Southern Africa. These
movement

of these cultures. The southward

spread of Bantu speaking peoples made use
same routes through the Great Lakes
area. The latest major southward movement
included the Nilotic and Hamitic peoples
of the

who

are

confined

Great Lakes
8

to

area.

the northern

areas

of the

South orientation which

to

characterised these movements was reversed

by the northward migration of the Zulus
who reached the shores of Lake Victoria.

trade

came

was more

seem to

into

picture. The coastal strip
east coast

of Africa.

The

migration that is being referred to
occurred before the present boundaries were
in place. The colonial boundaries halted
movements

and

cut across

impunity. However,

tribes

love
promised, in 1963, to
respect them. And, we are at times happy to
them

now

and

we

we

call ourselves Zambians while
are

our

cousins

Tanzanians with a Malawian grandfather.

In the

days of free movement there were no
refugees problem. People moved into areas
and mingled with the natives or conquered
them but went

on to

coexist with them. For

example, the Zulus who moved North into
Tanzania during the good old days are now
known by such names as "Tembo”, “Zulu",
“Ndlovu”, “Gama”, “Moyo" or “Nkosi".
and they are dyed-in-the-wool Tanzanians
as the rest of us. In the past, people fled from
tyrants in the present Rwanda-Burundi, or
just moved on in search of more room. They
are now Tanzanian citizens
although they
are

still referred to

late-comers

Mayhem

be much East-West

of the western shore of the Indian

and clans with

are

as

However, this nostalgia which

be realised

despite the boundaries, is a
pipe dream when there are crises prevailing
in the Great Lakes region at this time.

before the Arabs and their slave

Ocean rather than the

these free

movement.
can

Watutsi. In both cases,

refugees.

Another wave of South to North movement
occurred

during the liberation struggle with
salutary effects for the whole region.
“Refugees” fled northwards from Southern
Africa, only to infiltrate back as freedom
fighters. The situation is different when it

The Great Lakes region is turbulent.

in

Events
(former) Zaire. Burundi and in Rwanda

have

recently captured the headlines in the

news

Tutsi

media. The

core

is the Hutu

versus

Attempts to move the
Banyamulenge back into Rwanda from Zaire
triggered off the campaign which led to the
birth of the Democratic Republic of Congo
—

saga.

not without a more

than

willing assistance

from the late Mobutu's detractors and

Banyamulenge sympathizers in the region.
Republic of Congo's story
may now be regarded as a problem in
development with a likely gain to SADC
through movement of both labour and capital.
While Rwanda is painfully coming to
grips with stark realities, Burundi is a
simmering cauldron. The bottom line in
both states is the same: a Hutu majority
pitted against a Tutsi minority in an area that
can hardly support them.
Military might
may maintain the Tutsi dominance, while
the ballot box will ensure a Hutu superiority.
Given the past pogroms, the Tutsi in Burundi
dare not relax their grip on the Hutu throat.
The
Tutsi
in
Rwanda,
although
accommodating the Hutu pretty well, dare
not
trust democracy
as yet. It is
The Democratic

understandable. What is not apparent to an
outsider is the instinctive,
between the two,

The

so

practised hatred

called ethnic groups.

Neighbours

it takes ages to

Neighbours to the three states have not
been spared. After the April 1994 death of
President Habyarimana of Rwanda and the
subsequent genocide, refugees fled into

to

Tanzania and Zaire

comes to

investments and work. In Tanzania

be allowed to invest and then
actually start whatever project. It is very
cumbersome to obtain a work permit. In
practice, certain areas are open to locals
only. The situation may be the same

region had their share of
political and economic refugees. Their other
problems have not attracted the same level

elsewhere. Such crises, boundaries and laws

of attention; but there are there non the less.

restrict the circulation of

Uganda is harassed by rebels on the
Congolese and Sudanese borders, and

peoples. Now.

SADC is homesick for the

era

of free

en

masse.

The other

countries in the
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recently there has been attacks in the capital
city, Kampala. Kenya had her share of riots
and recently, murder and arson in and around
Mombasa have led to a massive displacement
of people. Coming in an election year, these
have received both a political and ethnic
interpretation. Tanzania is unhappy with
Burundi

their shared border and

over

Zanzibar has

always been problematic
especially after the 1995 elections. The main
opposition party, the Civil United Front,
does not recognise the victory of the ruling
party at the 1995 Zanzibar elections.
However, the major crises have embraced
Rwanda, Burundi, and Zaire.

A Historical

Glimpse

A lot of ingredients went into the cauldron
that produced this brew. At the dawn of the

Great Lakes history (as we know

it) the Tutsi
dominating the Hutu. They have a
system which kept the Tutsi dominant but
allowed upward and downward movement
within the society, depending on the military
prowess and ownership of cattle. With the
were

culture

common

stories of

colonial

to

genocide

back them, there
or massacres

are no

before the

However, the advent of the

era.

colonialists froze the system as they
it. The Tutsi were used to rule the
indirect rule. Around 1930

are

put

groups!

More often than not it is difficult to tell them

apart. But, one can tell them apart by
attitudes,
are

an

Nyarwanda
Tutsi. While,

one” may come from a
are ethnic differences” is

to come

their

assertion that “all

“There

from

a

more

likely

Hutu.

Weakened native systems,

irrational
hegemony
follow. Export

boundaries and Western cultural
set

the tone for what

was

to

oriented economies did little

to

stabilize the

newly independent states. This was also
practiced in colonial east Africa. Uganda
and Tanganyika were geared to produce raw
materials for factories in Kenya and the UK.
It did little to help the emerging East African
economic community.
Of

late

we

must

add

the

self

aggrandisement on the part of some leaders
and the propensity towards setting up
dictatorial governments which had added to
the woes of the Great Lakes region. Meddling
from the big powers has also played a part.
Sapem November, 1997

after the genocide

Had it not been for the

the connivance of the French, there would

-

made to believe

distinct ethnic

in Rwanda.

rest

family with ten heads of cattle
or more was Tutsi; anything less, was Hutu.
This went into their identity cards and into
that these two

It would be worthwhile to examine the role

of the French immediately

intransigence of President Habyarimana with

a census was

are now

of State get to know each other better at every meeting

found

in motion. A

school records. We

Heads

have been

genocide in Rwanda. It is also
why it took the UN
Security Council so long accept the term
“genocide” for what was happening in
Rwanda from April 1994. One may also ask
whether the Americans are trying to edge the
French out of what was their sphere of
influence. Kiswahili and English languages
are gaining ground throughout the Great
Lakes area. Spitting upwards towards the
sky may be detrimental to oneself, but one
cannot help but lay some blame on the UN
Security Council for the crisis in the Great
difficult

no

to

understand

Lakes.

Southern Africa is a neighbour to the Great
Lakes

region: geography has seen to that.
Organisations such as SADC, COMESA
and OAU have made them partners in
development. A neighbour or a partner in
crisis is a liability, the immediate effects of
the crisis have been the bloodshed at home
and the outflows of

refugees from Rwanda

in 1994. Thus Zaire, and Tanzania shared

between them

bulk of the

refugees from
Republic of Congo. The
recent disturbances in Kenya have had
Tanzania worried as the refugees began to
trickle in. Such a refugee problem is localised
within the Great Lakes region and may not
bother Southern Africa. Economic refugees
will. Deposed heads of state and their
entourage, professionals
job seekers,
stowaways etc. have found their way into
Southern Africa. Some of the English
speaking elite now manning the government
offices in Kigali practised the language while
doing business or working in Southern Africa.
Such unplanned or uninvited immigration
can only add to the woes of
unemployment
a

Burundi and the

,

Attempts at mediation
The crisis in the Great Lakes

region has
comforting side effect: the ability and
desire of the leaders in the region and beyond
to deal with such problems in their area. The
regional heads of state and government
including the republic of South Africa,
Ethiopia and Rwanda are making genuine
attempts at solving the Burundi problem
with former President Julius K. Nyerere as
mediator. However, Maj. Pierre Buyoya, at
the head of a Tutsi dominated army is not
ready to negotiate himself out of power, and
had

The Southern African Connection

a

into what he

sees as

subservience

to

Hutus.

and become

extra

burden to the host

With South Africa’s

independence, traffic

an

economics.

between Southern Africa and Eastern Africa
has

increased, and along with it, trade. It

goes without saying that instability in
Great Lakes region limits volume

the
of
9
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friendly

while the liberation of Zaire has not yet

provided her with the hoped for breathing
space. Echoes of the coastal saga are still
ringing in Kenya and the Zanzibar issue is
still smouldering in Tanzania. Given the

leader in Tanzania demanded a constitutional

meetings also serve as
building measures among the
states involved. Good-will, honesty and
sincerity underpin the consensus arrived at
such meetings. Heads of state and
government are busy individuals. The way
that they all manage to turn up at such short
notices is a measure of their political will to
live in harmony. From the academicians, the
Rwanda and Burundi talks are very practical
lessons in conflict management and
resolution. Forthe politicians, the importance
of an effective democracy is very well
underscored. One hopes that these
interactions may lead to the evolution of

conference before the

sound mechanisms for conflict resolution.

legitimate trade between the two regions.
Also, such instability introduces doubts about
the duration of the regime and power and
therefore discourages would-be investors.
Both regions are the losers.
Southern Africa should also be on the look
for the effects of the domino

theory. If
become a fashion of
sorts, so can coups, unrests and amied attacks.

out

multi-partyism
It is not

can

uncommon

for

some

mediocre

politicians in Tanzania to announce that
they will retreat into the bush to lead an
armed struggle against the government:
obviously aping events elsewhere in the
Great Lakes area. Recently, an opposition
next

elections after

hearing similar demands being voiced in
Kenya. Learning the wrong lessons can
spread southwards.
Like the curate’s eggs, the crisis may be
good in part. The frequent meetings by the
heads of state and government have some
beneficial side effects. Watching them
arriving and departing, and at their sessions,
one notices that they get to know one another
better with each meeting. They become more
and more relaxed among themselves. Such
camaraderie among the head prefects may

imbue the

rest

of

us

with

more

outlooks. These
confidence

Kabila ousted the late Mobutu, and S ADC

is

the richer

by accommodating the
Republic of the Congo. Peace in
Burundi may strengthen East African cooperation. These are some of the silver linings
Democratic

in the clouds.

The Future
As

inborn desire to settle old scores, it is difficult

predict the outcome. For a peaceful end
any of these crises, political will is a
basic necessity. For example, Buyoya in
Burundi cannot be expected to willingly
accept mediation and place minority Tutsis
at the mercy of the majority Hutus, whom
the Tutsis have been ruthlessly suppressing
for so long! A loose confederation has been
suggested. This could grow out of the East
African co-operation. It would alleviate the
pressure on the land, especially for Rwanda
and Burundi by people moving to
neighbouring countries without being
labelled refugees. For some of the states, a
benevolent dictatorship may not be far off
the mark although the international
community frowns at it. However, it cannot
to

too

be

talking events are unfolding
around the Great Lakes. Burundi is still in
we are

turmoil, the Democratic Republic of Congo
is

trying to find her feet and Rwanda is
plodding on. Uganda is beset by rebels.

worse

than those in the Comoros, who

desire to be

recognised. Although the saying

goes that we have no certain future, but only
a certain past, a peaceful Great Lakes region
is

asset

an

to

Southern Africa. That is

certain.■
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THE PROBLEM IS NOT UNITA, BUT DR. SAVIMBI
I wish those sanctions would lead to

ugenio Manuvakola, UNITA’s
former .secretary general, who
escaped from Bailundo allegedly
for security reasons, gave on Thursday,
August 28, a very long press conference in

E

Luanda. Here is

an

changes in UNITA’s plans because Angola
effectively needs peace.
Do you believe that this is not UNITA’s
problem, but Dr. Savimbi’s?
Yes, I do. I have at this moment profound

edited version SAPEM

extracted from Journal de

differences with Dr. Savimbi. That is the

Angola.

Do you consider yourself still linked
UNITA or loyal to Dr. Savimbi?
Not to Dr. Savimbi. We must

clarify

why I say I did not desert UNITA, but
have differences with Dr. Savimbi. That is
reason

to

why 1 do not accept that people transform
position of mine into a mortal sin within

our

this

positions. I could ask for that clarification in
Bailundo. I

can

do it

now.

the party.
You said sanctions could work

We need to talk.

Do you still maintain the link to UNIT A?

Yes, nobody is forcing me to let go

UNITA’s plans. What plans are
UNITA does not just have a

of

UNITA.
At

a

meeting after the signing of the

on

military readiness, in men material and
I think I have the authority

Lusaka, protocol, you are supposed to

also landing strips.

have told Dr. Savimbi that you
document?

to

had

a

He was the one who gave me the document.
I have the document which he

signed and

gave me. 1 distributed it to the mediators in
Lusaka and to the observers. Also after that,
the document

handed

directly by Dr.
Albright, who was
then the US representative at the UN. 1 think
was

Savimbi to Madeleine
I

also sent to the then UN secretary

was

general Boutros Boutros Ghali. The
mediators trusted the document and I still
have it with

me.

What guarantees do you
life
It

w

ill not be in

was

not

have that your
danger in Luanda?

safe at Bailundo and 1 have

nowhere to go. If there were a third country
near Bailundo 1 would have gone there as an
alternative.
or

Right now, it was either Bailundo

Luanda. We shall

here. 1 think 1

see

whether 1

am

safe

believe there are other elements
in UNITA who want to get rid of this

1 think there

or

this

people like that.
What can you tell us about the
mercenaries and the planes which were
unloading weapons in the county?
Information from several provinces and
international organizations indicates that
are

are

the Gato, General Bock. What do you
believe UNITA is going to do in the future?
I think that the international

community’s
prevail over other plans of UNITA.
Those who are in Luanda were sent by the
leadership, or are under orders. There are
members of parliament and ministers
designated by Dr. Savimbi, or they would
will shall

be here. I

many

UNITA continues to receive and transport

am

also

an

elected member of

parliament. I did not take my seat because 1
was not appointed by Dr. Savimbi, because
it

was

not

come to

am not.

Do you

Bailundo, this Andulo,
imprisonment in general?

passive, but tell me something
candidly. You were UNITA’s secretary
general, you have political experience.
How do you explain that division, part of
the leadership is here, part in Bailundo.
Have the radicals stayed next to Savimbi?
When I say radicals I mean people like

not

convenient for him to have

and those who do not. What do they

think? Will those who believe in the peace

prevail in UNITA or not? What are
they planning to do? 1 think it all depends on
what they are allowed to do.
In your opinion, which faction will
process

succeed?
I do not know. 1

hope that it is the

weapons from neighboring countries. As
a leader in UNITA, what do you know of

all that movement?

sanctions

I have not been active for almost three

1 come from jail. In Andulo and

Bailundo, 1 managed to gather information
Sapem November, 1997

the
is a

division between those who believe in the

favour of the peace process.
The Security Council

years.

me

Luanda. Therefore, I believe in the

peace process. Within UNITA, and
President himself recognizes it, there
process

on

the Lusaka

peace. There are plans for the peace process,
but they want to take advantage of this
interim

confirm this.
You

against

those?
plan for

one

in

will impose

UNITA if all the clauses of

agreement are not complied

with. Do you believe
have any effect?

tho.se sanctions will

period, which they want to make as
protracted as possible, to prepare their
military force which was downside and
degraded.
Many people say you started to fall in
disgrace when you defended General
Chiwale
The

some

years ago.

timing is right, maybe

that, but I

never

even

before

defended General Chiwale

in any situation. I know that for a long time,
he was not well, but I must confess 1 was not
the one who defended him. 1 must also tell
you that my life within UNITA was not easy.
I have been jailed three times already. 1 have
received many a whiplash on my backside.
In that case, how did you become

general?
contradictory.
secretary

That

1 think that in 1992 after General

death, there

is

very

Mango’s

alternative. I believe
they had been thinking of me as secretary
general for quite some time, but 1 was not the
was no

best for the

position. In November 1992,1
designated secretary general. 1 filled
that position effectively only for two months,
July and August 1993, because I was devoting
my attention to the negotiations. As soon as
they could replace me, they did.
Did you consider the escape very easy?
No, it was not easy. 1 had prepared it for
many months.
Did anybody within UNITA discuss the
problem of people’s lack of freedom to
was

move

about?

There

are many who suffer in silence.
That is the truth. In Bailundo, I would not be

able to say what I am saying here.
Even under these circumstances, do you
11

MAIN FEATURES
of three to four thousand

You say you are not a

men, maybe more,
while any of the other leaders have a security

only saying I have been a member of UNITA
for almost 22 years. I am still a part of it and

your
UNITA in Luanda?

force of five, six or seven people. Therefore
almost everybody in UNITA suffers from

I reaffirm this. As

consider

yourself a member of UNITA?
deserter. What are
plans? Will you passivelv belong to

I

am

not a

deserter. I

Bailundo. In what has
think

we

must

to

escaped from

do with

UNITA, I

discuss with Dr. Savimbi his

management methods, that is the truth.
UNITA’s management is wrong. Dr.
Savimbi does

not

contribute towards the

unity of the party anymore.
Is there nobody that can change that?
I think Dr. Savimbi will continue to have

his

plans, he will continue to have his
a party with a leader with too
many powers: he has military power, security
forces, and holds the power of imprisonment,
methods. It is

death, etc.,. We must denounce this situation.
I want to add my voice to those who are
denouncing it. I would like to appeal to the
UNITA militants to put an end to it. Dr.
Savimbi can say he is the founder of UNIT A
and its life president. I do not wish to dispute
his presidency. But what 1 say is that 1 do not
believe in men who think they are gods as
Dr. Savimbi thinks he is. I believe he is
man

made of flesh and blood with whom

have to discuss UNITA’s fate

as

well

as

a

we

the

country’s.
Is it

possible to discuss that?

On another terrain, I am doing that from
this forum. UNITA is strong enough to
continue after Dr. Savimbi.
What did

they tell

you

when

you

insecurity. They
killed

can

be arrested, jailed

UNITA think?
Does nobody have the right to an opinion?
Gato, Dachala, doesn’t anybody say

anything?
Disagreements are dangerous. In fact, my
problem was that when I returned from
Lusaka, I disagreed with him on the issue of
whether or not to send a delegation to Luanda.
After everything had been signed, on the eve
of the date set for the arrival of the UNITA

delegation to the Joint Commission, a
meeting was convened to discuss whether or
not to send a delegation. Some factions
aligned themselves because they knew they
must. I

invited to speak as chief of the
delegation. 1 was honest. I said ‘Dr.
Savimbi, not to send a delegation to Luanda
was

national
is

a

declaration of war.’ Would UNITA be

ready to face a war just because of this
position? Instead of coming to a decision in
this meeting, the idea was to suspend it so
that people could think and decide on a next
meeting to be held two days later. Dr. Savimbi
in fact supported that position that it was
necessary to send a delegation, but I was left
in

a

bad situation.

What is your
Gato?

relationship with General

General Gato is the secretary
do not have special relations.

practically alone. My team

superficially,

and I

visited

was broken up
delegates who had
never been in the
negotiations. They were
Tchassanha and Tchindjamba. On the plane

back with two

from Andulo, I handed them some of the

protocols for them to read quickly to see if
they understood them enough to be able to
negotiate the last phase. They said they got
tired of reading them and that they did not
understand anything.
We have heard UNITA has restructured
its

general staff and the whole of its

military command structure, apparently
there is a

of

new

chief of staff and

operations. Can

you

a new

chief

confirm that

information?
I know that there have been many changes.

UNITA’s general staff was in Bailundo until
last weekend.

me

general. We
We have talked
greeted each other, he

we
and I have at

visited him, but our

one

time

How do you

think Dr. Savimbi and the
leadership will manage your
escape and this situation?
1 do not think too much about that. I only
know that 1 will be ready to react to the
positions Bailundo will issue about me. And
I make my position clear: I have not left
UNITA, I escaped Bailundo because of
in.security.
What does Dr. Savimbi say about the
Lusaka protocol?
He says a lot of things about the protocol.
During the VIII Congress, he was totally
against it. From that extreme position, he has
shifted now to say publicly that the protocol
UNITA

leadership?

certain

UNITA’s

to be responsible

leadership works in a unique
manner. Dr. Savimbi is the almighty. Suffice
it to say that the security around him is made
12

another

beyond that.

for
everything in UNITA, but is there a
seems

or

relationship never went

is theirs, its UNITA’s, its ours.
You were secretary general

Dr. Savimbi

sense were

and in

also in agreement

many of Savimbi’s positions.
disclaim everything now.
1 do not want to di.sclaim

leader in UNITA, 1

while I

was

many of the positions taken
in office. But I also tell you it is

not

any moment.
But does nobody inside

returned from Lusaka?
After the signing of the protocol, I returned
went

or

at

a

agreed with

a

with

You cannot

anything. 1

am

easy to be a leader in UNITA with Dr.
Savimbi. Let me give you an example: We

were negotiating in Bicesse, we had
our
positions which had been discussed and
arrived at by the negotiating team. One of
those was to conquer the right for UNITA to
participate in a transition government in
1992. We prepared our reports, but the day
before we were to leave for Biscesse, (I did
not go, I did not work in the conclusion in
Bicesse). Dr. Savimbi convinced the
leadership to say that he thought that UNITA
should not participate in a transition
government. The late vice-chairman
Chiunda, the late Salupeto and several others
were at the meeting. We
disagreed with
Savimbi saying that this was not right. He

said no, “I am the

who knows, I have

one

thought this out. You don't know, the MPLA
made many mistakes while in power, it
accumulated so many errors that if UNITA
joined it in a transition government, it would
end up tainted by their errors.” We said that
was not true because
by participating in a
transition government, we would be reducing
the powers of the MPLA in the government
and would participate in the organisation of
the elections. When he

saw

that

we were

against him, he adjourned the meeting. When
we woke up in the
morning, the BBC was
reporting that in an interview Mr. Savimbi,
he had said he would not participate in the
transition government. The result was that
the delegation returned to Lisbon. What the
government delegation did was talk to
UNITA and ask whether

we

confirmed the

declarations made by our leader. And because
of party

discipline, others in the party said
they did. That should give you an example of
how

we conduct our affairs in UNITA.
Do you mean that it is easy to be a
UNITA leader with Dr. Savimbi?

I think that if my life does not resolve it,
come after me who will do it.

others will

Did you

coordinate your escape with
government?
No. I prepared my escape from Bailundo.

the
It

was

difficult

to

coordinate with the

government because 1 did not have any
communication with them.

You said you would work as a teacher.
I do not know if you are aware that
teacher’s salaries

are

extremely low?

Well, you are living here, I don't know
how, but you have a family. I will do what
you are

doing. (laughter)B
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40 years

over

MALAWI

have been asked to leave by
SOUTH AFRICA

security authorities.
Although the

Banda’s farm conHscated

were

Malawi ’ s former life-president Dr Kamuzu

have

not

reasons

for the expulsion

clear, security forces are said to

rounded up

people from their

Hastings Bandahas taken legal action against

workplaces, most of them residents in the

the government

northern Tanzanian town of Biharamuro.

for confiscating his 5 OOOha

farm. Temwa and

Nyirenda, the legal firm

Some of the Rwandese

representing the 99 year-old Banda, said that

would have to pay

he had

order to

won

injuction barring the

court

a

from

government

subdividing

taken away

was

told that

they

US$50 for passports in

back.

in April by the

exchange fire

Tanzania and Burundi troops

exchanged

fire

the land after

earlier this month. Burundi troops were

previously lived

on

it.

to

have

the Lake

postponed

The sanctions that the UN

was

of the Hutu

due to have

implemented against Angola’s rebel
movement

UNIT A

conflict

Burundi’s

on

September 30,

were

involving Tutsi-

majority. Tanzania has led the

fight to maintain sanctions on the tiny central

over

the country

since Major Buyoya took
in

a coup

in July last

year.

postponed until the end of October.
The

a

ban

on

renewed commitment to

obligations in Angola’s
UNITA

fulfilling its

peace process.

recently handed

over to

the

Angola’s government, the towns of Negage
and

Cuango,

area, to

the

a

bring to

were

than 50, the areas that

previously under its control.
TANZANIA

Tanzania

expels Rwandese
refugees

More than 180 Rwandese

of whom have been

refugees,

some

living in Tanzania for

Sapem November. 1997

1999 national elections.

self-styled non-racial party, has
truly “multi-racial” of

Key organisations change
allegiances
Cosatu, the two million-strong trade union
in South Africa has announced that it will

rally behind the South African Communist
Party (SACP).

Traditionally aligned to the ANC,
COSATU a group with strong socialist roots
has

recently begun to critisize the ANC for

the Traditional Leaders

of South Africa, a congress

of “tribal”

leaders, has announced their intention to

Age of voting lowered

withdraw its official support
The

The citizens of Botswana have voted to
lower the

prime diamond production
more

a

Another group,

BOTSWANA

air travel and UNITA

offices overseas, because UNITA has shown
a

political party

occupying the middle road.

UN, delayed imposing sanctions,

including

a

the country.

said

and armed extremist rebels

African country,

forces to form

in preparation for the

opened fire first. Tension has been

dominated army

Sanctions

have joined

Tanganyika border,

running high between the two countries over
ANGOLA

a

former National Party member Roelf Meyer

been dubbed the first

government arguing that Banda had acquired

across

politician Bantu Holomisa,

expelled from the ANC, and

was

(UDM)

Forces

displacing the peasants that

who

political party

The United Democractic Movement

and

distributing the land to peasants.
The farm

come

were

New
Former ANC

voting

allow citizens

age

from 21 to 18 and to

living outside to vote in the

elections.

They also voted to

electoral

supervisor appointed by the

scrap

the

president of the

Holomisa, who is also

for the ANC.

congress,
an

Patekile

ANC member of

parliament in the National Assembly said
that

power

is stripped from

traditional healers, the

organisation might

seek

as

more

more

meaningful ties with other

government in favour of an independent

political parties, form its own political party

electoral commission.

or

A fourth amendment to the

remain

neutral.

The

group

feels

constitution,

marginalised by the present government

changing the president’s term to two five

and that none of its issues have been resolved

recently approved by

especially the question of title deeds for the

year terms was
Parliament.

“tribal” leaders.
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Still
In memory
"W "W

waiting for independence

of those who fell

■^en the war ofindependence broke

m/m/out,

the Africans, whether

they

▼ ▼ were in the urban or rural areas,
rallied behind the nationalists who were

directing the war through the political parties
they had formed. Everybody felt it a national
duty to do something for the struggle, hence
it was dubbed tbe “war of national

liberation”,

Chimurenga, the people’s war. The Whites
fought tooth and nail in defence of what they
believed was their independence and dignity,
their country, which they claimed to have
built from scratch, but now being threatened
by Black terrorists. They had every reason
to fight, sacrificing in the process, their lives
and resources at their disposal, because
independence meant a lot more. It was a war
that claimed the lives of so many leading
or

African intellectuals, the lives of Dr. Sam

Parirenyatwa, Herbert Chitepo, J.Z. Moyo,
Nikita Mangena. Josiah Tongogara, Leopold
Takawira, and too many others whose names
may never be written on the history walls of
Zimbabwe. Does the pain of all this really
mean anything to those who made it to
independent Zimbabwe? Suppose those who
fell were to rise, would they say, “yes, that’s
the Zimbabwe we fought and died for”, or
would they regret having sacrificed their

on

the battle field in and outside Zimbabwe

who

keeps on relying on government food
handouts; why has she not been resettled on

constitution. Ten years was too long a time
for a waiting people. Why did the minister

better land which the minister has

before he bought
Region One of the farming
land? Ten years later, the British do not have
the money and the infrastructure on that land
is now said to be very expensive, and the
people’s government can not take the land to
resettle the poor African on his original
land. So which is the way forward now ?
Am I right to say that Robert Mugabe is
the first Black president of an independent
Zimbabwe, the same Mugabe who the people
carried high on their shoulders back in 1980,
(but now heavily guarded), the same Mugabe
wbo steered the armed struggle and led the
nation to independence. Of what significance
is that to a patient being turned away from
the hospitals because there are no drugs and
equipment, or to a school child who has to
conduct lessons under a tree in the scorching
heat of Beitbridge or Katerere.
Seventeen years is too long for a waiting
people. Maybe tomorrow the Finance
Minister will realise that drugs and
equipment for the poor African hospital at
Harare or Mutare are more of a priority than
a latest Benz E class or a Peugeot 603 on the

bought for
does a Black farmer still have
to seek special permission to use natural
river water because the neighbouring White
his farm? Why

commercial farmer still controls the water

rights? Was the land question not the centre
of it all when that war was fought? Then why
has it sunk to the bottom of the government
and ZANU PF party’s priorities? Was it the

Shingirai Charangwa
real issue in the first

place? If so, then why
still being called
squatters in an independent Zimbabwe? Why
are the colonial land laws still
making it
are

the poor peasants

difficult for the Blacks to have
fertile lands of this

access

country? Do

to

the

really
need a war to have these laws changed?
Where is the promised land now? At first
they said according to the peace agreement
terms with the British, money was to be
provided by the British to buy the land from
the whites, then wait for ten years before you
can play around with the British
designed
we

not

a

wait for those ten years

farm in the

market. MAYBE TOMORROW!*

lives?
Would they not ask: “Did we not undertake
this fight to be allowed to walk down Harare’s
First Street, (at one

time a no-go-area for
Africans); to have African children attend
the one-time

only White schools, to receive

medical serves at Parirenyatwa hospital, once
a

whites

only medical centre, (now

understaffed and ill-equipped)”? Tho.se who
made it to
were

you

Nations,

“independence”, from the hush,
fighting for a seat at the United
NAM,

Commonwealth

the

OAU,

(whose wealth?),

a

the
Black

parliament, a B lack president, a national flag
and anthem, a Black commanded army,

police, airforce and intelligence service?
Does independence not mean a lot more
than that? These things are of course part of
the independence concept; but what meaning
does a Black parliament have to a poor
African still living in the poor soiled part of
the country down in Mwenezi or Katerere,
14
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Fighting for access to the leadership
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welve

years ago when the
Commonwealth Secretariat

POLICY DIALOGUE
The poverty phenomenon in

Zambia

28

Allast Mwanza

the
produced
study,
Vulnerability: SmallStates in Global Society,
it did so against a background in which

Commonwealth Heads of Government, in
the words of the then

United States of America. Under the.se

of the international situation”.' The

politically, economically and socially from
both internal and external forces with the

and

30

world taking little heed oftheir special

they exported certain products on a duty free
basis with no requirement to reciprocate

32

Commonwealth Caribbean small

However,

Owen Sichone
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able to .sell certain of their

products at a
preferential price on a quota basis and they
enjoyed a guaranteed market in the European
Community particularly for bananas, sugar

REVIEWS

Thomas Deve

European
Community and the countries of the African,
Caribbean and Pacific Group (ACP) and in
special arrangements with Canada and the
arrangements, Caribbean small states were

“small states continue

struggle continues

and investment between the

Secretary-General,

Secretary-General observed at the time that,

Smith's

relationships were embodied in the
Lome Convention which governed trade

“were deeply concerned about the precarious
state

Transformation in South Africa

These

looking

to

be buffeted

back

needs.on
it.
states

might seem to have been in a relatively
privileged position at the time. On the
economic front, they enjoyed special trading
relationships with the countries of North
America and the European Community.

rum.

In the case of the USA and Canada,

similar treatment.
In the

heady days of the cold war, the
enjoyed a pivotal geo-strategic
significance for the United States and what
was then Western Europe because much of
the oil requirements of the United States had

Caribbean

15
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to

transit Caribbean waters, and the

Caribbean

important passage for US
military supplies to Western Europe. In the
context of the US only, the Caribbean was
its so-called ‘backyard’, and US
preoccupation with countering the
‘community menace’ in that backyard
rendered the Caribbean very important to
Washington decision-makers. It should be
was an

recalled that it

was

after the US invasion of

the Caribbean island of Grenada in 1983—
to

what the US administration

counter

perceived

as

the island falling into the grip

of communism

—

that Commonwealth

Heads of Government,

at

their

meeting in

New Delhi, mandated the Secretariat
undertake

a

When the present Lome IV Convention
expires in February 2000, it is most unlikely
that the Caribbean will continue to enjoy the
preferential prices and market share in the
European Community that they did in the
past particularly for bananas which are an
important export for the Windward Islands

of the Caribbean and
Jamaica

and

to a

Belize.*

World

actively encouraged
private capital into the

contributor

to

US

Presidential

Small countries like mine have

Comparing today’s reality with twelve
years ago, the 1980s, for all the ‘buffeting’,
represented a decade of opportunity for the
Caribbean. The really tough times were yet

All that is on

resisting communism, the geo-strategic
importance of the Caribbean has diminished.
Aid and investment flows into the region
declined rapidly and the Caribbean’s
preferential markets access in both the
European Community and North America
have been eroded. In the

case

of United

the Caribbean, this

dropped
nearly 90% from $225 million to $26 million
to

the decade 1986 to 1996.'*

New Realities
On the economic side, as the Prime

Ministerof Barbados, Owen Arthur, recently

put it;
The precepts

which now inform the reform
of the world 's trading system—the new
emphasis on reciprocity, non-discriminatory
practices, liberalisation and the like, strike
at the very basis of the preferential
arrangements which have hitherto been the
pivot around which the Caribbean Basin
economies relationship with its traditional
and main trading partners has turned.^
16

no

power...

offer to us is rough justice. The
ofAC P banana farmers were not
being allowed to prevail against the
ambitions of a multinational corporation
which happens to be politically influential.^
interests

to come.

administrations in the US and Russia both

and

Congressional elections. One Caribbean
Ambassadorto the European Union summed
up Caribbean feelings as follows:

Caribbean.

Today, with the cold war at an end and
Europe configured very differently; with

under NAFTA. The

that

more

Institute says
period. 1995-1996,
plans closed in the
123,000 jobs were lost as a

the two-year
than 150 apparel

over

Caribbean and

direct result of trade and investment diversion

because of the US

marketing regime for bananas. The role of
particularly worried
Caribbean small states which pointed to the
fact that the US is not a banana exporter, but
a US multinational
corporation owns banana
plantations in Latin America and is a big

governments
investment of

access

the United States and four Latin American

the US in this matter

communist influence in the area. These same

unrestricted

Caribbean Textile and Apparel

of Mexico.’ Promises of

study of the vulnerability of

Apart from trade advantages, Caribbean
a relatively
high level of aid flows from the European
Community and North America whose
Governments were intended on countering

Caribbean-produced goods, are
being driven out of the US market by similar
Mexican products by virtue of that country's

Organisation (WTO) rules, geared as they
are to the trade liberalisation policies of its
more powerful member-states, will see to
that. A WTO interim report in March 1997
upheld several elements in a complaint from
countries challenging the European Union’s

small states also benefited from

over

Trade

to

small states.

States aid

lesser extent.

Certain

In the event, the ‘colonial conscience’

which fuelled aid and market

access

from

the

European Community for Caribbean
disappearing with both the
expansion of the membership of the
European Community and the increasing
view that the colonial obligations, if not met
are no longer relevant. The European
Commissioner with responsibility for
countries is fast

relations with ACP countries, Joao de Deus

Pinheiro, has made it clear that the ACP
countries

priority for the
European Union. According to him:
are

not now

a

have seen greater priority
being given within the European Union,
and a short time ago at the Essen Summit, to
.

.

.

recent years

relations with countries in Central and

states,
at a

posited by US President Bill Clinton

Summit of the Americas in December

1994, has remained unfulfilled primarily

Congress has opposed
authority for NAFTA expansion.
In any event, the unrestricted free trade and
market liberalisation envisaged by NAFTA
would close fledgling Caribbean businesses
making many small states mere markets for
goods from the US, Canada and Mexico.
Two or three Caribbean small states may be
able to survive, but the region as a whole
would undoubtedly suffer.'®
Responding to concerns by small states in
fast-track

Central America and the Caribbean, the
Clinton Administration sought to have

Congress accord them ‘parity’ status with
Mexico in order to address the problem of
diversion of trade and investment. This notion

rejected by Congress.
Although Canada contiii

was

free

access

for

•

„

allow duty-

almost

90%

of

Commonwealth Caii'obean

products, these
products represent less than 10% of the
region’s major exports. The area’s beneficial
exports are still restricted from duty-free
entry to Canada. Further, Canada no longer
appears to have a well-defined constructive
policy toward the Commonwealth
Caribbean, and its own global trade
liberalisation posture is inimical to the
economic development prospects of many
of the countries of the region. For the
countries of the Commonwealth Caribbean,
this is

a

regrettable development since, in

the past,

as a

Canada was always regarded
dependable ally and champion.

While Caribbean small states have

Eastern

Europe, paving the way forfurther
expansion, and to relations with

membership of

NAFTA by Commonwealth Caribbean small

The creation of the North American Free

experienced severe erosion of the markets
for their goods and the prices they enjoyed,
they have equally faced increased costs for
the goods and services which they import.

Trade Association (NAFTA) between the

This has led to widening balance of payments

US, Canada and Mexico has already had a
detrimental effect on the competitiveness of

deficits and to burdensome debt as they

Caribbean

development through borrowing.

Mediterranean countries, in other words
our

closest

neighbours."

products into the US market.

to

seek

finance much needed social and economic
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SAFES

SARIPS

TENTH ANNIVERSARY

MESSAGE
Ibbo Mandaza*

I

a)to

ith this edition,

we formally
anniversary of

research, teaching, debate and publication

the Southern African Political

to liaise with and provide a regional
perspective to national social research
institutions in the region;
c) to gather and exchange documents and
information with other organizations on
issues pertinent to the region;
d) to organize national, regional and

mark the tenth

Economy Series (SAFES) Trust under which
SAPEM was launched in 1987. The plans
towards the formal launch of the Trust began
in

1986, with the establishment of AAPS

Southern Africa, a sub-regional chapter of
the Continental African Association of
Political Science (AAPS).

The latter

on a

international conferences, seminars and

was

scholars
many
white settler colonies of Southern Africa
-

-

workshops;
e)

Around these

objectives were established
following projects and programmes:
a) Southern Africa Regional Institute for
Policy Studies (SARIPS);
the

b)

established in 1973

by a group of African
of them exiles from the

regional level;

promote cooperation among social
scientists in the region by sponsoring
to

b) Research Networks;
c) Conferences, seminars and workshops;
d) Regional consultancy;
e) Information and documentation;
f) Publications; and

g) Visiting Research Fellowships.
In this regard, I would like to make special
mention of those who began with me the
hardjoumeyin 1986/87; inparticularGilbert

then ba.sed at the University of Dares Salaam.

Mudenda (Zambia) with whom

Therefore,

the SAFES Trust idea late

as

we

celebrate the tenth

anniversary of the SAFES Trust, we wish to

to

honour

some

of those founding

members of the Association:

McFadden

Shamuyarira, Okwudiba Nnoli, Dani
Nabudere. Yash Tandon, the late Anthony

Rweyemamu and the late Claude Ake who
a plane crash last year.
The preamble to the formal establishment
of the SAFES Trust began with the famous
Conference on Whither South Africa? held
died in

From the outset, the SAFES Trust reflected

the historical

experiences of the preceding
struggle and exile life in
Southern Africa, the positive foundation for
the community ofAfrican scholarship in the
two

in Harare in 1986, and which marked the

decades of

beginnings of a forum of Southern African

1980s and

scholars and activists

made

internal and external

-

of the South African

Objectives of the SAFES Trust

Through this meeting emerged the need to

establish
the

an

institutional framework with

following objectives that would mark

the birth of the SAFES Trust in 1987:

promote and nurture social science
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our

1990s,

a

tradition that has also

sub-region smaller and raised Pan
to a higher qualitative level. We

Africanism

decided then that the

The

inaugural issue of SAPEM

Liberation Movement; and

provided the
opportunity for a candid analysis of the
Southern African situation in general and
South Africa in particular.

hatched

(Lesotho), Balefi Tsie (Botswana), Patricia
(Swaziland), Yusuf Adam
(Mozambique), Issa Shivji (Tanzania) and
Mapopa Chipeta and Guy Mhone (both from
Malawi).

Nathan

including such notable
South African scholars as Archie Mafeje,
Bernard Magubane and the late Sam
Nolutshungu who died only a month ago.
The meeting itself was held in the spirit of
non-partisanship and included all sections -

we

acrimonious

night in 1986; and those who responded to
the call and constituted the first Steering
Committee in early 1987; MafaSejanamane

express gratitude to that great tradition which
the continental AAPS set for all of us; and
we want

one

research networks and

visiting research

fellowships;
f) to open channels of communication
between various research institutes,

days of mourning and
lamenting the hegemony of the northern
hemispherean scholarship in Africa were
over:
to be heard, seen and recognized,
African scholars had

to

research, write and

publish. The first major venture, therefore,
was the inauguration in October, 1987, of
the Southern African Political and Economic
Monthly (SAPEM), a journal that has come
out

every

month

ever

since.

development groups and other organized

occasion of the tenth

and governments in the
region; and to disseminate research
results and information by means of
publications.

SAPEM;

movements

we

So

on

the

Anniversary of

thank all those who have been

part of the SAPEM process; in particular
those who

helped me in those difficult days;

Gilbert Mudenda and above all those who

SAPEM

Ministers
have

SAFES

SARIPS

of Labour: Zimbabwe’s Florence Chitaiiro and South Africa’s Tito Mboweni

helped to institutionalize the journal

Departments and/or donor/development
agencies that are associated with such
regional, national and governmental
organizations; and

the last 5 years: Thomas Deve and
Fernando Goncalves. We hope that SAPEM
over

together with our other journal, i.e. The
Southern African Economist, which has
recently our stable - will .soon become fully
commercialized and constitute an important
(African) voice in the current sub-regional
-

c) to mobilize resources for these and other
activities; and to work in cooperation
with

such

Non-Governmental

institutional

Organizations (NGOs) - as are committed
to the development of the region, regional
cooperation and integration.
SARIPS helped to institutionalize the
earlier programme of research which had

development in the history of the SAFES

evolved around the theme. The Problems

Trust has been the establishment of its

and Prospects ofRegional Cooperation and

Research and Publications

Economic

and continental discourse.

The Southern African Regional
Institute for Policy Studies (SARIPS)
However,

the

main

arm.

Southern

Integration in Southern Africa:
developed it into the current theme,

African Regional Institutefor Policy Studies
(SARIPS) whose main objectives are as

and

follows:

Post Colonial State; Democracy and Human

a) to provide a framework for policyoriented research

issues,

regional policy
particularly in the areas of
on

International Relations. Economic

Development. Science and Technology.
Social Development. Gender Relations
and Post-Apartheid Society;
b) to undertake consultancy work on major
regional policy issues either on the
initiative of SARIPS itself or in response
to

requests by regional and national

organizations, including Government

Southern Africa in the Year 2000:

The

Rights; Peace an Security; and Regional
Cooperation and Integration.
The Masters

Programme in Policy
Studies

Subsequently in 1995. we established a
Teaching Programme, through the SARIPS
Masters in Policy Studies Programme, a
two-year degree course being accredited by
our three Universities, the University of Dar
es Salaam, the University of Fort Hare and
the University of Zimbabwe. The Masters in
Policy Studies has helped to extend the

SAFES network
Southern Africa:

throughout Eastern and
we

have been able to

mobilize about 100 members of the

Faculty

from the various universities, research
institutes and

public and private sector
organizations in Eastern and Southern Africa
and beyond; and the programme will, with
the new intake this year, have brought under
its purview over 100 students from as far
afield as Eritrea. Kenya. Uganda and the
SADC countries.
The students themselves

come

from

a

variety of fields: from the public and private
sectors, international organizations. NGO's
and Universities. The message is clear: the
study of Africa is best undertaken by its own
people; as a resource base for the
understanding of Southern Africa in the
context

of both the African continent and

the

globe. SARIPS is second to none. In due
we
do hope that our own
governments and universities will have
considered the SARIPS option - including
its MPS Programme - before sending
course,

candidates

overseas.

This year saw the graduation of the first
25 students of the MPS; and here, let me
thank those who have been at the

receiving

end of this very difficult but largely
successful programme; First and foremost.
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SARIPS

SAFES

SAPEM
Professor Sam Moyo, the

Salaam, the University of Fort Hare and the

Adjustment in Lesotho,

and his

Mozambican National Book,

of

DirectorofStudies;
Faculty Members and

1992; the
Maputo 1992;

Patrick Ncube, Trudi

University of Zimbabwe; Vice Chancellor
Mathew Luhanga; Vice Chancellor Mbulelo

Hartzenberg, Patricia Kasiamhuru, Florence

Mzamane and Vice Chancellor Graham Hill;

1996, The Mining Sector, Lusaka 1991; and

Nazare, Richard Kamidza and the rest of the

but also those members of these universities

many

SAFES and SARIPS staff.

that have been

team

Administrators;

Secondly, all those Foundations who have
expressed their confidence in us, thereby
dispelling the belief held in some quarters
even today, that Africans are not capable of
building capacity for themselves. Indeed,
here is an example of capacity building
towards the African Recovery; you are only
deceiving yourself if you refuse to
acknowledge it. Therefore, sincere gratitude
to all those who have acknowledged our
efforts with their immense support;
the
Commonwealth

Fund

for Technical

Cooperation which has assisted the MPS
from the very outset; the Kellogg Foundation
with the grant which boosted the programme
tremendously; the Irish Aid who have been
such agreat help; HI VOS which has provided
scholarships for students from NGO’s;
Australian Aid which gave usone scholarship
this year; and the various governments and
organizations that have lended their support.
We would also like to thank our accrediting
Universities
the University of Dar es
-

MPS

Faculty and Students
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key members of the Faculty
Board; Dr Makumbe of the University of
Zimbabwe; Sipho Buthelezi of the University
of Fort Hare and Ibrahim Shao of the

The State and Constitutionalism, Harare,

Annual
We have had 5

Publications

Major Achievements of the
SARIPS/SAPES
Let

outline

me

over

some

of the

the last 10 years

major
of our

existence;

Research Projects
major ones among which are;
The State and Democracy in Southern Africa;
Effects of Structural Adjustment; Gender;
Information for Democracy and Security;
About 20

Education for Human

Rights; the Research

In addition to SAPEM and The Southern

African Economist: the Southern African
Eeminist Review and a new Policy Studies
launched during the lOth Anniversary
Colloquium, we have published about 100
book titles, including
7 occasional papers,
10 Seminar papers,
5

monographs

4 Southern African

specialized studies
Democracy Series
Policy Series

for the SARIPS Economic Data Base and

13 State and

Country Annual Features and Risk

8 Economic

Assessment Profiles; and the Data Ba.se on

2 Gender Series

Peace and

6

Security.

Major Seminars
About 20 all of which

were

Colloquia

far, covering such topics
as SADC, Gender and Democracy, The
National Question, Ethnicity and the State
so

and Trade and Investment.

University of Dar es Salaam.

achievements

others.

Regional Cooperation Series

3 Education Series
linked to

We have also

published poetry and have

research and policy dialogue activities;

launched the Pan African Children's Book

include;

Series,

the

workshop

on

these
Structural

Many more books are in the pipeline;

SAPEM

SAFES

SARIPS

and the number of new titles is set to increase

Programme ofTraining in Negotiating Skills
for selected officials in both the private and
public sectors of the sub-region. This will
link up with our current MPS programme
and the International Relations Programme

each year.

The Future
As

we

embark

on

the future, and in

preparation for the next millennium which
is only two years away, we believe that the
SARIPS/SAPES Trust has

now

whose main focus has been in the

all the

areas

of

Peace and

the institute has been housed in two adjacent

Security and SADC/COMESA/
SACU/OAU relations. In this regard, we
hope to reinforce our linkages with all these

properties and we are just about completing
purchase of another adjacent property -

consultancies for SADC and the OAU.

prospects of becoming firmly established;

institutions and continue

the

in addition to extensive additions for offices
and Seminar rooms. We hope that one

regional financial institutions will soon
approve a substantial loan for the
development of the physical infrastructure
on the premises, including a new
Library
and Documentation Centre building and an
amphitheatre. However, we are appealing
all our friends and as.sociates to support us

in

our

campaign for

Endowment Fund;
the staff at SARIPS/SAPES have already
raised almost Z$100 000,00 through
your

SAPES

boosts this year; the UNDP has
as the ideal institute to
carry out

selected us
the Human
Development Report for Southern Africa',

the last 10 years: the various
SAREC which gave

the first grant

of US$10 000.00 in late
subsequently, through SID A. has
continued to support us over the years; Ford
us

1986 and

Foundation. HIVOS. NORAD. DANIDA.
the Government of the Netherlands.

Kellogg

Foundation. Irish Aid; and the USAID

Regional Office for Southern Africa for
supporting last year's Colloquium; the
Development Bank of Southern Africa for
collaborating with us on a number of projects;

Mbulelo Mzamane, Vice-Chancellor

of Fort Hare University

pledges.

Also, the Institute has received two major

over

research foundations:

an

individual donations to the Fund. We await

undertake vital

Lastly, therefore, this is to thank all those
who have been associated with SARIPS/

of the

to

to

Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique and
Zimbabwe; and we are grateful to both the
Netherlands and Danish governments for
their financial support in this regard. Soon

and, in consultation with the Commonwealth

we

Secretariat, we have now established a Public

Government of the Netherlands, to launch

hope, through the support of the
a

and the Commonwealth Secretariat for

providing the financial base for the MPS;
and all those public and private sector
organizations that have directly and indirectly
supported us so far. We would like also to
convey our sincere gratitude to the

Policy

Government

Dialogue
Series through

Zimbabwe for their

which groups
of
Senior

officials
Ministers and

Permanent
Secretaries

-

of

hospitality and for
granting us the
status
regional
through which we
enjoy a rare right in
this sub-region - the
freedom of movement

from the sub-

for the members of the

region
will
come together
periodically to

SARIPS/S APES

discuss

and

plan strategies
for policy in an

increasingly
globalized

network. We

hope the
experience so peculiar
to
regional
organizations such as
SARIPS/SAPES will
soon

become

so

environment.

general for all citizens
of this sub-region and

The Institute

Africa.■

has

already

launched

a

major research

Programme in
Social Policy,
covering
Namibia, Drs
Mhone, Mandaza and Ncube share a joke

I

*Ibho Mandaza is
the

Executive

Director

of

SARIPS/SAPES
Trust
S.\PEM November. 1997
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The international financial institutions,

such

the International

as

Monetary Fund

(IMF) and the World Bank, have been

champions of causes dear to the developing

‘‘They have argued that these criminsal
created in the peculiar conditions

unhelpful to the worsening economic

were

conditions in Caribbean countries. Except
for Guyana and Jamaica, Commonwealth

of the United States and it is unfair to

Caribbean countries have been

graduated
eligibility for borrowing on soft terms
on the basis of their per capita income. The
Caribbean countries have long argued that
the u.se of per capita income as the formula
for determining such eligibility is flawed

ship them back to Caribbean which is

since it fails to take account of the act that

criminals in the first place.”

from

a

ill-equipped to deal with sophisticated
and violent criminals and which is not

responsible for their development

as

small number of persons earn the bulk of the
income while the great number exist at

subsistence level.

They have also contended

that the international financial institutions
should create

mechanism for debt

a

forgivenness especially for those which,
onerous interest excluded, have been repaid
several times

over.

These countries have

also

pleaded for debt repayment to be linked
acceptable percentage of export
earnings to give them a chance to finance
development without further borrowing.
None of these arguments or pleas have
elicited a sufficiently favourable response.
Labour Migration
to

an

On the

security side, apart from Cuba, the
primary interest that the US administration
retains in the Caribbean is in making sure
that conditions in the region do not produce
an

adverse effect

on

the United States. The

of US determination

criminals
bothered

criminals

which

was

focused

on

Haiti

more

because of the constant flow of Haitian

refugees to US shores than because of a
strong desire to address the inherent
economic and

political problems in Haiti
sparked the flow of refugees in the
first place. It is well known, for instance, that

which

before the cold

war

ended, successive US

administrations tolerated repressive regimes
in Haiti, including the notorious ones led by
Francois “Papa Doc” and Jean-Claude “Baby
Doc” Duvalier, who declared themselves
allies of the US in the anti-communist battle.
As

one

commentator

put it, “One United

States Administration after another-held its

against the stench, but tolerated the
as the alternative to
possible
communist [jenetration”.'' Further, evidence
nose

Duvaliers
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their native countries has
Caribbean

governments

were

created in the

peculiar

conditions of the United States and it is

unfair

time

to

considerably. They have argued that these

numbers of unskilled Caribbean

recent

the flow of

immigrants is the new Illegal
Immigration Reform and Immigrant
Responsibility Act of 1996. Under this Act,
immigration officials are empowered to
remove an arriving alien without any further
review and aggressively pursue and deport
criminal aliens even if they are landed
immigrants. The Act also requires sponsors
of alien relatives for immigration to have
higher incomes than was previously
neces.sary.'^
US deportation of Caribbean-born

US is concerned about the flow of increasing

people to
their inner cities, the con.sequent increased
demand on their welfare system, the
intensifying of racial tension and mounting
crime. Hence, US activity in the region in

to stem

Caribbean

to

ship them back to the Caribbean
ill-equipped to deal with

is

sophisticated and violent criminals and which
is not responsible for their development as
criminals in the first place.
Global

Changes

All this

profound global change that has
affected the Caribbean is worsened by the
fact that there is a weakening of key
international institutions and the role they
play in global affairs, particularly as
guardians of the interests of small states.
The UN General Assembly, for instance,
was once an effective forum for
developing
countries including small states. Today, it
has slipped to a low place in global
diplomacy. The doctrine of sovereignty and
the inviolability of the nation state have also
been eroded with the

wide range

ca.se

for intervention

of issues being arbitrarily
interpreted by the world’s only remaining
military super power—The United States.
Apart from the United States itself, other
international organisations—long the

over a

world, and, therefore, to small states—have
fallen

by the wayside. The Non-Aligned
no longer enjoys the authority it

Movement

did in the decades of the 196()s and 1970s.

Other UN bodies, such as UNESCO and

UNCTAD, which sought to challenge the
pervasive influence of individual states such
as the US, have been whipped into
submission either by the withdrawal of the
more powerful countries or by the creation
of other organisations such as the WTO
whose organisational ideology and rules suit
the larger states better. The result of this is
that small states are marginalised in
international fora along with the issues which
most concern

them.

Even in

organisations where small states
majority, such as the
Commonwealth, they no longer enjoy the
heightened concern for their viability and
survival that prompted Commonwealth
are

in

the

Heads of Government to commission the
1985

study. Not until March 1997 did the

Commonwealth

Secretariat

announce—

after considerable

urging—that it was
appointing an Expert Group to update the
1985 report in time for the Edinburgh
Commonwealth

However, there

summit

was

little

in

or no

October.

consultation

with small states

on

the

October 1996

focus the attention of the

membership of the
Expert Group or its terms of reference.
Indeed, representatives of small states had
to press hard at a Senior Officials Meeting in
to

Secretariat and
Governments

some

Commonwealth

the clear and present

on

problems of small states.
Since the 1985 Commonwealth

study

on

the

vulnerability of small states, several other
developments have taken place making the
Caribbean even more vulnerable than before.
These include:
—the

u.se

of the

region

as a

transit point

for illicit narcotics from Colombia, Peru and
Bolivia destined for the lucrative markets in
North America and
—an

Europe;

increase in the number of countries

offering offshore banking services and the
potential for money laundering perceived
by the United States in particular;
—the diversion of investment to Cuba

by
European nations especially the
United Kingdom;
—an increase in the
frequency and
intensity of natural disa.sters; and
—the weakening of states in terms of their
Canada and
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capacity to adequately

serve

the needs of

their communities.

“Unofficially, US agencies also mount

Each of these

developments is discussed
below. Paradoxically, the first two
developments have caused both Europe and
North America to resume greater interest in
the Caribbean albeit for .selfish reasons. Drug
trafficking has become important because,
increasingly, the Caribbean is being u.sed as
a transit point for the shipment of drugs from
South America to the lucrative

unsubstantiated media and other

campaigns designed to coerce unwilling
Governments to cooperate in the manner

required by the US.”

consumer

markets in North America an

Europe. Money
laundering has become a major consideration
because, in an effort to diversify their
economies away from a reliance on clearly
threatened preferential trading relationships
with Europe and North America, many small

narcotics

US Manipulation
Unofficially, US agencies also mount

banks and

designed to

the view that

some

banks have been used for

laundering drug related money,—as have
many banks worldwide—it has not been
established that this is true for all banks and
all countries. There

are some

believe that the assault

on

Financial Services Sector,
the US. is concerned

more

officials who

the Caribbean

particularly by
with the flow of

coerce

unwilling Governments

18

performance, the Government
public statement saying that "the

refusal

for decertification is... Belize’s

sign a new Extradition and Mutual
Legal Assistance Treaty in theform dictated
by the US’’.'*
to

On the face of it. the treaties which the US

of Antigua and Barbuda, Lester Bird, accused

Caribbean Governments appear reasonable.

the US State

For, if countries

not

drug trafficking and combating money
laundering, they should all be ready to
cooperate with each other to combat such
activity especially if they lack the financial

Department of “encouraging if
orchestrating” a negative press campaign
against his country in an effort to pressure
the Government to sign a Mutual Legal
Assistance Treaty giving US agencies
jurisdiction in certain instances in Antigua
and Barbuda.'^Eventually, the Government
yielded and the Agreement was signed on 31
campaign, attributed to an official of the US
State Department, against the Jamaican
Government because it was unwilling to
sign a ‘Shipriders Agreement’ according the
US coast guard the right to patrol and effect

corruption at many levels of the societies
including police, customs officials and even
political parties and Governments.'^
Internationally, money laundering and
transshipment of drugs in the Caribbean
encourages the intervention of large countries
in the region giving them the opportunity of
being seen to be doing something about the
drug problem when the real remedy lies in
curbing demand at home. In the case of the
United States, under the Foreign Assistance
Act. the President ‘certifies' to Congress
that countries are cooperating fully with the
US in combating drug trafficking and money
laundering. If he determines that a country is
not doing so, that country is ‘decertified’—

was

Government

laundering.

crime in Caribbean societies and has led to

of Belize which

coofserate in the manner required by the
US. In November 1996, the Prime Minister

October 1996. Another instance was a media

Whatever the whole truth, both these

a

true reason

to

funds out of the US than it is with money

developments create problems for the region
domestically
and
internationally.
Domestically, a drug problem has been
created in the region and is having a
debilitating effect on Caribbean youth. Drug
trafficking is a prime contributor to increased

ca.se

by a US Assistant Secretary of State
of “falling short of the standards” for counter
issued

‘decertification’.'^

unsubstantiated media and other campaigns

companies. Governments in
linked these
Financial Services Sectors to drug
trafficking. While there is evidence to support

want?”’’ In the

Belize. Antigua and Barbuda and
Jamaica— have been threatened with such
—

the

agreement
“saves
sovereignty”. However, the majority of
Caribbean governments remain convinced
that the US authorities have little regard for
their sovereignty. The Prime Minister of St.
Vincent & The Grenadines is on public
record declaring, “We’ve surrendered our
sovereignty. We’ve given the US all the
cooperation in the world. What else do they
accused

Financial Serv'ices Sectors including offshore
trust

countries,

process by which US assistance is officially
denied to that country. Caribbean countries
a

Caribbean countries have established

North America and Europe have

Shipriders Agreement saying that rather than
undermining the sovereignty of their

arrests

in Jamaican territorial

waters.

Barbados, which had also declined to sign
the

Shipriders Agreement, had its
airport—undoubtedly the best
in the Caribbean—downgraded by the US
Federal Aviation Authority to a Category B
airport. In each case, US representatives
denied any intention to coerce Caribbean
governments, and representatives of two
Governments—Trinidad and Tobago and
Grenada—openly defended signing the
international

“On the face

of it, the treaties which

the US Government sought to conclude
with Caribbean Governments appear

reasonable.”

and

human

sought to conclude with
are

committed to

resources

to

do

fighting

it

alone

effectively. The problem for Caribbean
countries is that the US did

not

seek

to

negotiate these treaties; they sought simply
impose them. In the case of the six smaller

to

Commonwealth Caribbean states, their
Heads of Government were urged to sign the
treaties without review

change by their
Attorneys-General. Thus, the issue is not
about cooperating to stop drug trafficking
and money laundering; it is about the nature
of the relationship between the US and
Caribbean countries and the respect to which
Caribbean countries feel entitled as sovereign
states.
as

or

Caribbean Heads of Government said

much at

a

Special Conference held in

Barbados on 16 December 1996 specifically
discuss what

appeared to be undue US
Caribbean Governments to
sign treaties with the US. In their
communique, the Heads ofGovernment said:
to

pressure upon

Heads of Government recognised the
fundamental coincidence of interest of
CARICOM member

states

and the US in

a

peaceful, .stable and prosperous Caribbean.
To that end. they reaffirmed the importance
of a healthy relationship with the US based
on respect for .sovereignty and territorial
integrity, dialogue, consultation and

mutually beneficial cooperation.'''
Sapem November. 1997
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They went

on to state

level economic

that:

Heads

of Government recognised the right
ofsovereign countries to enter into mutually
acceptable agreements. They also rejected
any suggestion or th reat ofcoercive measures
as a means of extracting compliance with
predetermined policies. They warned that
unfounded allegations, innuendoes and the
threat of punitive measures, aimed at the
economic welfare ofCaribbean States, would
only weaken the collective effort against
drug trafficking and undermine the
foundations of the good relations which the
Region has enjoyed and seeks to maintain
with the US.^^

playing field for investment

for tourists. Cuba’s low

more

attractive

seeking

to

costs

make it

investors and for tourists

relatively low-cost holiday.

a

Furthermore, the Governments of countries

investing there pay only lip service to the
regime’s continuing disregard for
democracy.
Caribbean small states have been very

helpful to Cuba. As far back as 1972,
Barbados, Guyana, Jamaica and Trinidad
and Tobago established diplomatic relations
with Cuba despite clear messages from the

On the matter of Cuba, Caribbean countries

acknowledge that it poses no threat to
security. US commentators also
acknowledge that Cuba poses no real threat
and that “the continuation of the punishing
American economic embargo, a form of
intervention, reflects domestic politics in tbe
United States rather than foreign policy’’^'
However, Cuba does pose threat of an
their

economic kind to Commonwealth Caribbean
small states. There has

undoubtedly been a
significant diversion ofinvestment by Canada
and certain European countries, most recently
Britain, from the Commonwealth Caribbean
Cuba. The Cubans themselves report that

a

This step

benefits

signalled its
Cuba’s admission as a

unhappiness

over
founder member of the Association of

favour of

resolution

asking the United
States to modify its policies toward Cuba
including repealing or invalidating laws or
measures “aimed at strengthening and
extending the economic, commercial and
financial embargo against Cuba’’.
Therefore, having helped to bring Cuba in
a

countries

now

find themselves

a

casualty of

investor attention which has been diverted

Despite all this, Cuba also presents an
opportunity for Commonwealth Caribbean
countries if they encourage their business
people to invest in Cuban economy now.
Commonwealth Caribbean countries have

demands for increases in wages and

expertise in gearing industries for
Europe and North America. This
experti.se could be utilised in combing Cuban

improvements in the conditions of work.

raw

What

capital and know-how in joint ventures which
could benefit Cuba and the region as a whole.
Investment by Commonwealth Caribbean
hoteliers in the Cuban tourism industry would
also be beneficial in eventually promoting

have

face

general relations where the
contenting
political parties on the basis of promises for
improved conditions. Cuba, therefore, can
continue to keep its costs of labour and
production at a much lower level than its
competitors in the Caribbean. This includes
tourism which passed the million mark for
not

to

the first time in 1996,a35%over

1995.”The

.some

markets in

material and labour with Caribbean

Cuba and other Caribbean destinations

sector

countries and Cuba

been no major Caribbean
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competing

on a

as

multi-stop destinations^'*. However,
opportunities for the Caribbean are ebbing
away. Despite a Commission made up of
representatives of Cuba and Commonwealth
Caribbean countries and several private

result is that Commonwealth Caribbean
are not

Natural Disasters

frequency and intensity in recent years. Each

(ACS) in 1994. Previously
1993, Caribbean small states voted in

the Western democratic system.

electorate chooses between

only the Cuban regime.

in

to

unlike Caribbean
Governments, the Cuban government does

compete with Cuba on a playing field that

Caribbean States

projects

more,

economies which, otherwise, will continue

Natural disasters, particularly hurricanes,
in the Caribbean region have increased in

Havana and a victim of their own adherence

is

rights and the need for a democratic system
is important not only
but also for Caribbean

to

to

Commonwealth Caribbrean, Cuba has no
trade unions and, therefore, no concerted

Government to address Issues of human

also stood firm when the US

Ibrahim Ferradaz, said that 150 additional

European countries involved are
taking advantage of the low wage levels and
other costs that flow from the system in
operation
in
Cuba.
Unlike
the

overwhelmingly at the UN in favour
of condemning human rights violations in
Cuba. Thus, if they decide to encourage their
business people to invest in Cuba, Caribbean
small states will also have to push the Cuban

Caribbean and Latin America. The Caribbean

from the cold. Commonwealth Caribbean

and the

1993, Caribbean small states

voted

of government. This
for the Cuban people,

joint ventures and other foreign investment
projects rose from 212 to 260 in 1996. In
February 1997, Foreign Investment Minister,
were being negotiated.In turning
tbeir attention to Cuba, investors from Canada

In 1992 and

by four Caribbean states in
the height of the cold war did much to
improve Cuba’s acceptability in the
move.

all

Apart from other constraints, the HelmsBurton legislations authorising US sanctions
against any firm and individual doing
business with Cuba—legislation universally
condemned—will operate with impunity
against Caribbean small states.

Castro

US that it would look askance at such

Cuba’s Position

to

or

missions to Cuba, there has

as

yet

investment in Cuba.

disaster

causes

hundreds of millions of

dollars in

damage and reverses development
of these countries by several years. For
Instance, in 1995, Hurricane Luis packing
winds of 210 miles per hour, wrecked
Antigua and Barbuda causing over US$500
million in damage and closing every hotel.
The population of the country is 65,000 and
more

than 90% of its GDP is derived from

tourism.

Apart from the civil service, much
on Antigua and Barbuda
was unemployed for nearly six months. What

of the workforce

is worse, is that the effect of these disasters
on

the economies of small states cause skilled

and

qualified humanpower to seek jobs
they do not return and the
countries have to re-invest scarce capital in
training a new cadre of skilled personnel.
Moreover, governments, already strapped
for cash, are forced to spend on rehabilitating
vital infrastructure such as roads, power and
water supplies, and buildings thus postponing
expenditure on social essentials like health
and education. Consequently, the capacity
of the country to produce healthy, welltrained people to spur economic activity is
eroded and development is retarded even
more. It is a cruel irony that, according to the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change,
abroad. Often,

these increased natural disaster hazards

attributable in

small

are

global
warming—itself the consequence of carbon
dioxide emission by tbe industrial countries
of North America and Europe.
no

measure

to
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Increasingly, the economic and security
conditions described in this review

are

weakening the capacity of Caribbean small
states to serve the needs of theirpeople in the
way that responsible states should. It is clearly
true for all Caribbean small states that they
lack the capacity to protect themselves from
the incursions of drug trafficking and. then
from coercion by larger countries which
impose their requirements on Caribbean
governments. There is little point in looking
to the international organisations, such as
the United Nations, for such protection. As
was argued earlier in the review, these
organisations have been severely weakened.
A Regional Security System (RSS) exists
between Barbados and the six independent

services

also

inadequately staffed and
equipped. Hospitals also lack the equipment,
drugs and trained medical personnel to
properly cope with serious illnesses and grave
accidents. Schools are also under-equipped
are

and under-staffed with trained teachers. In
many Caribbean small states, computers are
still to be introduced as part of the normal

equipment in schools. There are, of course,
exceptions. Some small states do better than
others in certain areas, but as a general

General SirShridath

hold

negotiator

good.

A further dimension of the domestic

situation

is the

countries of the Leeward and Windward

Islands, but it would be incapable of

confrontational character in small states and

real defence of the countries
they are not fully able
to patrol their own waters against drug
traffickers which, in part, is why the US
sought to impose the Shipriders Agreement.
In any event, coercion of Governments of
small states by larger and more powerful

the Caribbean is

any

concerned.As it is,

countries is

now

more

economic than

military.
The cost of full

participation in the

international community is greaterthan many
Caribbean small states
United

Nations,

can

for

afford. At the

instance,

five

Commonwealth Caribbean small states and
other Pacific island-nations share

premises
partly funded by Australia, Britain, Canada
and
New
Zealand
through
the
Commonwealth Secretariat. Without the
financial assistance of these countries, it is

unlikely that these states could sustain a
meaningful presence in New York. Beyond

international
organisations in which Caribbean small states
are not represented even though matters
this,

there

are

many

vital to their survival

are

discussed every

day: the WTO is a case in point, for the most
part, the active participation of Caribbean
small states in the international community
is limited to the UN, the Organisation of
American States and the work of the African,
Caribbean and Pacific
the

(ACP) Group with

European Community in Brussels.

Changing Domestic Environments

Governments and opposition political

exception. The inten.se
political rivalry between parties causes the
opposition in many of these small states to
oppose Government policies often whether
they have merit or not. Similarly,

difficult to provide the basic
required by their people. Police
forces lack the manpower and equipment to
fight crime effectively. Judicial and prison
services
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very

no

Governments tend not to consult,

or

involve,

opposition parties in decision-making for
fear of strengthening them. This reluctance
to set aside political difference for the national
good, further weakens the state which, in
turn, frightens potential foreign investors,
injures the investment climate even for local
entrepreneurs and dilutes the country’s
capacity to resist external forces. On the
latter point, had governing and opposition
parties been able to set aside domestic
political differences to arrive at a consensus,
each country might have been able to resist
the types of treaties imposed on them as well
as the conditions dictated by the IMF and
World Bank for structural adjustment
programmes.
As economic

appoint
Secretary-

Ramphal, as their chief

on external negotiations such as
those with the European Community on the
successor

arrangements to Lome IV or with

the US and others

on

NAFTA and the

proposed Free Trade Area of the Americas.
This decision to act together rather than as
individual units points the way for a process
by which Caribbean small states mightjointly
address all their external relations. For

instance, had Commonwealth Caribbean
countries adopted a uniform and institutional

approach to the treaties which the US sought
to impose upon them, acceptable terms might
have been jointly negotiated. The CARICOM
treaty itself already provides for the
‘coordination and harmonisation’ of foreign
policies. It now only requires the will of
Heads of Government to act in concert in all

external

matters

which affect their

sovereignty and territorial integrity.
A beneficial development would be a
strategic coalition of small states throughout
the international system. If these small states
act

in unison

on

the issues that most

concern

could achieve much more for
themselves. An early opportunity presents
itself in the negotiations for the successor
arrangements to Lome IV. In the past, the
them, they

African, Caribbean and Pacific countries

growth and prosperity

continue to elude Caribbean countries,

the

capacity of the State to provide services is
further eroded. Although there is no imminent
danger of Caribbean small states becoming

have negotiated together.

European countries
suggesting to the Africans that
they should separate from the traditional
grouping and negotiate by themselves to get
have been

a

better deal. Small states from the Caribbean

economic

and Pacific must resist this notion and do all

difficulties go unattended by the international

in their power to persuade their African
colleagues that there is danger in division—
danger as much for Africa as for the
Caribbean and Pacific—as their bargaining
strength is diluted.
Essentially, small states throughout the

‘failed states’, should their

community, that spectre might well arise
nearly in the 21 st century at a greater financial
burden to the world’s richer nations than the
cost

of

remedying the current problems.
Where is the solution?

In the domestic context, governments are

finding it

Heads of Government decided to

the former Commonwealth

observation the conditions described here

relationship between
parties.
The Westminister system of adversarial
politics adopts an
unwholesome

mounting

in the form of the Caribbean
and Common Market
(CARICOM) on which they could build.
They are in the process of establishing a
Single Market and they have taken some
actions to bring a greater level of coherence
to their decision-making particularly in
external economic negotiations. At a meeting
in Antigua in February 1997, the CARICOM
arrangement

Community

Where does the solution to the problems of

small states lie?
As far

as

Initially, it lies with them.

Caribbean small

states

are

concerned, they already have an institutional

world must meet and establish

a common

agenda supported by collaborative
diplomacy in every international forum. Such
an initiative has now become urgent. In the
Sapem November. 1997

REVIEW OF THE MONTH

early 1990s, an Association of Small Island
States (AOSIS) was launched at the UN by
delegations in New York. Es.sentially, AOSIS
was a pressure group of small states which
collaborated in advancing environmental
issues at the UN. AOSIS is a useful example
of how small states might work in every
international organisation to secure better
conditions. Of course, there will always be
matters where agreement among small states
might not be possible, but if they could agree
on acommon agenda on acluster of
important
issues, their bargaining strength would be
considerably enhanced as would be their
prospects for improving their situations.
Beyond what the Caribbean small states
do for themselves, there are measures
which the international community could
must

take

that would

strengthen small states
richer nations the greater costs of
redeeming these tiny economies in the future.
now

and spare

Both the members of NAFTA and the

European union should recognize that trade
liberalisation will not benefit all small states;
some

will suffer. Therefore, neither the

infrastructure. It should be recalled, as British

points out, that “in
1946, the terms of a large US loan to wartom Britain stipulated that interest payments
entirely—should that interest exceed 2
percent of British export revenues in any
given year'’.“
Finally, where richer and more powerful

European Union

from richer nations, small states will not be

integrated into world

limited

resources

and restricted export

potential, recognising that without such
preferences their economies will wither with
all the social and political consequences of
such a development including an exodus of
people by legal or illegal means. The US and
the European Union continue to strengthen
their already stringent immigration
legislation, but it is impossible to legislate
borders against refugees.

applied.
Furthermore, the international community
should adopt a standard by which small
states would repay debt at a reduced rate of
interest and from a fixed percentage of their
export earnings to allow them the opportunity
to

invest in their economic and social
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trade

under'fire

Cited by Joseph Michael B, in European
Centre

fori

Development Policy
Management Working Paper No. 18,

“Post Lome IV

Commonwealth Caribbean small
are:

10.

Island.s”, The Netherlands, April 1997
Rohter, Larry “Caribbean Reels in

Trinidad and

Tobago and Jamaica with
larger populations and better developed

manufacturing and agriculture
Smith,

Gaddis

12.

Guyana, Jamaica, St. KittsNevis, St. Lucia, St. Vincent and The

From

Intervasion”, Current

Immigrant Responsibility Act of

1996, Pub L. 104-208 enacted

on

30

September 1996.

Rohter, Larry, “Caribbean Nations Find

Owen, Prime Minister of

“Haiti:

February 1995, Philadelphia, USA.
See, The Illegal Immigration Reform
and

Grenadines, and Trinidad and Tobago.

Aiding US Drug War”,
The New York Times,
Thursday,
October 24, 1996, p. A13

to

History: A Journal of Contemporary
World Affairs, Vol 94, No. 589,

states

Little Profit in

are

probably the only exceptions.
11.

Antigua and Barbuda, The

Arthur

Perspective from the

Tribune, 31 January 1997

Grenada,

5.

Principles and Instruments

Intervention

Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Dominica,

4.

Arrangements must

Banana Sectors of the Windward

1985, p,v

3.

panel”, in

N AFT A’s W ake”. International Herald

Group ”, Commonwealth Secretariat,
Ibid.

from WTO

1997.
8.

Consultative

2.

European

Caribbean Insight Vol. 20, No. 4, April

and the

by the Commonwealth
Secretary-General, Sir Shridath S.
Ramphal, to “Vulnerability: Small
States in the Global Society: Report of

London

36.5% for St.

Union, Edwin Laurent, cited in “Banana

Foreword

Commonwealth

was

Lucia, 24.9% for St. Vincent and 32.1 %

now.

a

give debt relief to

of interest have been

46% for St. Lucia, 54%

was

production to GDP

Notes and References

themselves consider

rates

In

9.

small states. The richer countries should
of bilateral

industry

for St. Vincent and 50% for Dominica.

of Lome: A

Bank should also allow these international

relieving small states
debt particularly where onerous

population working in the banana

capsize them. The operation to
salvage them will be a considerable cost to
those nations and institutions who neglect

1.

St.

figures show that the percentage of the

soon

them

are

Lucia, St. Vincent and Dominica. 1987

will

countries that control the IMF and World

to

The Three Windward Islands

stormy seas on which they toss at present

establish Natural Disaster Funds to

financial institutions

1996, (Typescript)
6.

mirror the

International financial institutions should

help
small states rebuild when they are struck by
burricanes, earthquakes and flooding. The

economy

the Caribbean

Relationships within and
beyond the Caribbean, 21 September

nations require the collaboration and

cooperation of small states to help combat
problems which affect such rich and
powerful nations, they should recognise that
there is no need to threaten or deny them
economic assistance. Many, if not all, small
states will readily cooperate with larger
countries in combatting any pernicious
activity; small states, therefore, do not need
to be controlled. But, they do need
help.
Treaties and other arrangements designed to
combat problems such as drug trafficking
and money laundering should be
accompanied by the resources necessary to
do the job effectively.
Without such cooperation and assistance

on

Basin: New

would be waived—not reduced, but forgiven

should expect

nor the NAFTA countries
all small states to allow
reciprocity in trade. Further, both NAFTA
and the European Union should continue
trade preferences some small countries with

Park Conference

Economist Mike Faber

13.

See, Sanders, Ron “The Drug Problem:

Policy

Options for Caribbean

Countries “, in

Democracy in the

Caribbean: Political, Economic and

Barbados, “The Economic Realities of

Social Perspectives,

the Caribbean Basin”, to the Wilton

(eds), John Hopkins University Press,

Dominguez et a!

21

REVIEW OF THE MONTH

1993
14.

DEFENCE AND

See, Statement on Belize made by US
Assistant

Secretary of State for

International Narcotics and Law
Enforcement Affairs,
Gelbard
15.

See,

on

28

SECURITY

Richard S.

February 1997.

Bohning,

“Antigua

Don

Condemns US for bad press

about

drug efforts”, Miami Herald,

IN SADC

21

November, 1996
16.

See

CANA

by Linda

report

Maj. Gen. H.C. Lupogo

Hutchinson, 21 March 1997 from Port-

of-Spain.
17.

Cited

by Larry Rohter, Op Cit, Note

he

18.

Press

from

Release

the

opinion

Communiqué at the conclusion of the

chairmanship,

Special Meeting of the

Conference of Heads of Government
of the Caribbean

Community held in

Barbados

Bridgetown,

on

December 1996 and issued

16

by the

CARICOM Secretariat, Georgetown,

Guyana, 17 December 1996.
20.

Ibid.

21.

O/? 07, Note 11

22.

See, “Cuba aims at external deficit
reduction” in Caribbean

Vol.20, No.2
India

24.

Insight

February 1997, West

Committee, London

For

a

fuller discussion of this see,

Sanders, Ron “Cuba:

Ripe for

Community

Caribbean

Joint

Ventures”, CANA Business: The
Financial Magazine of the

Caribbean

September 1993, St.

Community,

Michael’s, Barbados.
25.

The six

are:

Antigua and Barbuda,

Dominica, Grenada, St. Kitts-Nevis,
St. Lucia and St. Vincent & The

our

with this system

1990, p.245.

for

over

thirty

Susan A Fate Worse

Penguin Books, London,

years.

No

pacts and protocols, only the
realisation that defence and security is

treaties,

no

all, has been the motivating
were fewer heads of

factor. At first, there

against a common enemy. Now, there
with a wider agenda. Hence, the
need for written protocols to complement
the treaty. Also, at first the field was purely
military and the game was guerilla warfare
and all that went with it. It was in keeping
with such operations that secrecy cloaked

state

are more

the deliberations. However, we are now

in

scholars, researchers,
general public are involved.

for development where

NGOs and the

Deliberations should therefore be less
more

environment is

a

a

secure

basic necessity for

development. One cannot expect Burundi in
the

mess

development projects. The areas in North
West Tanzania that

were

flooded with

were suddenly impoverished and
the locals needed as much outside assistance

refugees

Environmental degradations
plight. What the SADC
leaders have come up with in the Treaty, is
an articulation of what the people of this
region want: A secure environment. It is
now
up to the heads of state and government
as

the refugees.

rounded off their

to

translate this demand into action.

one cannot discern any demand
mutual defence pact. The history of
defence pacts is full of negative lessons:

However,

for

a

nations

being drawn into unnecessary wars
of their own making. It is
best to avoid such pacts and maintain the
friendly cooperation that exists in security
which

were not

and defence issues.
We should remember that while we are

debating, security is being maintained in a
very accommodating and enabling political
atmosphere. Heads of state and government
meetings are usually preceded by meetings
of the Interstate Defence and Security
Committees. In the Great Lakes region, there
are similar meetings aimed at resolving the
Burundi problem. Such meetings serve as
confidence building measures, help to solve
the existing problems and hopefully, lead to
the evolution of conflict

mechanisms.

resolution

They also serve as training

grounds for scholars in conflict resolution.
We need to hear more about the meetings
and what is being discussed both as an
encouragement and a chance to contribute to
their inputs.
It takes time to educate all concerned.

open.

It cannot be overstated that

Cited in George,
Than Debt,

22

mutual development.
We in Tanzania have lived and worked

for

secretive and

Grenadines.
26.

the structure, especially the
as fuelled by the press and
detractors, is not doing justice to the way
that issues concerning peace and security
have been and are being handled by the
leaders of Southern Africa. Geography has
made the Southern African states neighbours,
and SADC has made them partners in
development. Security is now understood to
be all encompassing and therefore underpins
all endeavours in development. One would
therefore expect full support for the Organ
which aims at mutual security arrangements
over

common to us

Ibid.

Security have been in

successful operation since the late 60s with
the Frontline States. The differences in

1997

Fifth

23.

and

Belize

Information Service dated 4 March,

19.

principles enshrined in the

SADC Organ on Politics, Defence

4

that she is in, to undertake

However, time should be taken to match
actions to the people’s aspirations rather

only to satisfy those whom
power.■

than waste time
we

voted into
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GENDER ISSUES

LABOUR MIGRATION AND FAMILY

ORGANISATION IN ZIMBABWE

This article draws from the research done

Zimbabwe, entitled Continuity And Change
omestic labour

migration has
contributed significantly to the
shaping of family arrangements
and relations in contemporary Zimbabwe.
One inevitable consequence of this has been
a transformation of gender roles and

responsibilities within the family, with
forced to take

women

on

the role of de-facto

heads of households.

Changing economic conditions and social
values have

affected the traditional

operations and functions of the extended
traditional family. It is not that the extended
family has collapsed or disintegrated, but
that

as

members of extended families have

been physically and geographically displaced

by the Women and Law in Southern Africa Research Trust (WLSA)
The Family In Zimbabwe^

:

they could while the migrants remitted
part of the earnings home, to cater for those
family and other needs that could only be
satisfied through cash.
Conversely, the
way

wives, mothers and other relatives in the

village sent agricultural produce to the men
in town, in the process supplementing some
of the food requirements of the latter.
While the men spent most of their time
within the precincts of their work places,
they commuted between their work places
and rural homes. In

some cases,

like in the

Nyozani Resettlement area, the father might
actually be living with one or two children
away from the rural base in order that the
children may have access to better school

separated, the manner in which the
extended family manifests itself and
functions has fundamentally changed.
Instead of the “composite extended family’’
embracing several generations residing
together in close proximity and often
operating as a single entity, what was found
on the ground are various permutations of
kin relations located at different places, but
still interacting at various levels and

facilities. Some wives visited their husbands

service

only difference being the regularity of

or

providing fundamentally the

same

Rural-Urban Commuter Family
The introduction of the cash economy on

otherwise subsistence

agricultural
economy and the desire by the colonialists
to create a more permanent proletariat were
contributory factors to the splitting of family
in Zimbabwe. A cadre of migrant labour, as
they were termed, was created to satisfy the
labour requirements of the colonialists.
While initially unmarried and married men
temporarily left their communal rural homes
in search of employment to raise hard cash
with which to pay the various tax impositions,
this practice became a permanent feature for
an

some

(Saul, 1972:^ Kazembe.
Wives, children and old men

of the

1986^).

they were located, though such
visits were usually made during the
agricultural off-season, while others did not
pay such visits because of the nature and
size of accommodation available to the

Therefore, where internal family relations
were

each

good, the family

was

supportive of

other, for all intents and purposes, the

men

remained in the

village to
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cope

in the best

and children and other kin.
commuter
common

Rural-urban

family arrangements

are

still

a

feature, which has been exacerbated

by the fact that both men and women now
have the potential to commute to and from
the family base as both get into formal or
informal employment. Proximity of a
communal area to a town, for example,
Ntabazinduna to Bulawayo, or a commercial
farm to a communal area Tengwe and
Magunje, was a contributory factor to the
increase in commuter family arrangements.
In the households covered by the study in
communal

peasant farmers. It was
accepted by all respondents in these families
that it was the natural position of the women
to be in those roles while it was proper for the
husbands to go out and work. Clearly, within
or

the rural areas, women

had limited access to

employment principally becau.se they were
expected to stay at home and perform varied
functions as housewives and peasant farmers.
Even unmarried

women

in these

areas were

largely expected to hang around until they
went into marriage while their male
counterparts went to the towns or the mines
to seek employment. Thus, the preponderant
residents of resettlement and communal areas
of the

study were women. Traditional and
cultural beliefs seemed to define the proper
role of women in

society to be that of peasant
thereby
excluding them from a fair and equitable
access to the employment market.
farmers and housewives and

Commuter Family

arrangements

The need to

husbands.

interaction between husband and wife, father

each other.

to

wherever

housewives

areas

in both Matabeleland and

Mashonaland, the husbands

were formally
employed in towns and the mines
respectively, while their wives were either

rely on family support is for
many families located in the lack of access to
adequate resources, particularly empowering
resources such as employment and education.
For those who are young and employed, the
main problem lies in wholly inadequate
wages which have not kept pace with the
high inflation rates prevalent in the country
since independence.
The problem of inadequate wages is
particularly more pronounced in the
commercial farming areas where wages and
other facilities are so meagre that virtually
all the wives of the fann employees have to
look elsewhere to meet the subsistence needs

of the

family. Although most farm workers

and their families

were

allocated land to

plough, there was little if any assistance that
was given meaningfully to use this land. As
a result, many farm workers’ wives invoked
assistance from their husbands’ extended

family networks and returned to the
communal

or

resettlement

areas

to

grow
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food crops for their
It thus appeared

families.
that unless the family
was a very small one, it was difficult for
farm workers to live with their spouses and
all their children at the farm compound
mainly because of the limited
accommodation space and low wages which
have to be supplemented by communal area
farming. As a result, many of the farm
workers had homes in communal

areas

are constantly reinforced. As
worker on a commercial farm in

related factors. The first is that

impossible to live together as a family
with your wife and children. It is equally
impossible to educate your children beyond
primary level because we have no money to

housing at
belongs to the mine authorities and
upon retirement, resignation or dismissal,
the employee loses the right of occupation
and hence it is practical and necessary to
have a fall back or .safety net home elsewhere
which is normally provided by a second

send them

home in

community
one

Ntabazinduna put

it;

It is

to

hoarding schoolfor secondary

If

a

rural

area.

mine authorities

education.

and

the mine

schools

located

not

are

near

The second is that the

as a matter

of deliberate

policy, encourage and require employees to

of the wives lived there with the effect

resettlement, communal and commercial

establish another home elsewhere

they constituted a commuter family
arrangement. Furthermore, the communal
home option is imposed by the fact that the
farm labourer’s “tenancy” at the farm
depends on their productiveness or
usefulness as labourers. Once they are old
and frail or sick, they would have no labour

farming areas, there are severe problems for
many families who live in these areas and
cannot provide adequate financial resources
to pay for their children's education at
secondary school level.

they may go after retirement. In this respect,
the mine goes out of its way to actually
provide assistance to the employees in
acquiring or securing another home
elsewhere, particularly in the resettlement

some

that

sell and hence

to

are

farm. Like families
maintain
turn

a

forced

to

mines,

they have to

on

communal

area

leave the

home which in

requires that they keep the family apart,

with the wife and

some or

all of the children

living in the communal
husband lived

area

while the

the farm.

There is

need for the state to intervene

a

rapidly and

that all children in
Zimbabwe, regardless of the social and
ensure

economic circumstances of their parents,
access to education at both primary

have

and secondary levels.
one

of the

After all. this is merely
primary obligations the country

short and there

and the like.

was

little assistance

on

the

farms themselves.

Although physically
isolated from their extended families, they
relied on them to help provide for the
education and support of their children. The
plight of farm workers thus adversely affects
their families and limits their wives'

access

and basic food as resources. Wives
of farm workers are undoubtedly among the
poorest of the poor.
to money

Given the

current rate

of inflation and the

which the basic wages

fail to meet
the every day needs of workers a protective
and enforceable legal regime for workers
needs to be put in place.
Children too, were affected by this type of
labour migration. In both Matabeleland and

extent to

Mashonaland, research cites the commuter

family organisation occasioned by the men
taking up employment on commercial farms
and sending their children to communal
areas to attend schools simply because there
were inadequate facilities on the farms for
education. The absence of adequate and
meaningful educational facilities in many
commercial farming areas means that a large

care

needs to be

that

reciprocal benefits that are provided
ignored, whilst at the same time
protecting individuals from exploitation.
One problem is that children can be used to
meet reciprocal obligations within families
so

are

not

and this needs to be dealt with when
encountered. However, if a
child is

access

to

spin-off for the

otherwise unavailable

educational

opportunities, moderation in
dealing with the arrangement should be
considered.

Rural Areas to Mines
The

majority of families encountered on
the mines covered by the study (Shangani.
Turk and Mhangura) were also found to be
of the commuter variety with the husband
living at the mine with some of his children
and a variety of other relatives including
sisters, brothers, cousins, nephews and
nieces. Also relatively common was the
husband and wife combination residing with

mainly due, to the effects of repeated
of drought which have made rural life
unproductive. However, during ploughing,
weeding and harvesting times, they spend
most

of their time in the rural

The

areas.

impact of distance from home

and tribal influence is to

an

extent

areas
alleviated

by the spirit of tribal interaction engendered
at the mines. For example, the Mhangura
mine has attempted to create the organisation
of the workers along ethnic lines. For each
ethnic group represented, there is a chief.
Every new recruit is required to indicate his
origins, after which he will be assigned to
the appropriate chief. However, there is one
group - Chaminuka, that is open to everyone
regardless of their ethnic background. Apart
from church membership, the groups are the
most important form of social organisation
at the mine. The main groups recognised in
the structures created by the mine authorities
are the Manyika. Zezuru. Karanga and
Chaminuka.
The chiefs

are

elected and hold office for

and receive an allowance. They
belong to a Chiefs Council which meets
monthly to discuss issues of concern to the
various groups they represent. Although the
one

year

chiefs in the conventional

their children and other combinations of

chiefs

relatives

they are to an extent
expected to know, uphold and enforce the
general customs and practises of their
communities. Among their responsibilities
is liaise with management when a worker or

including siblings, cousins,
nephews and nieces, mostly from rural

relations.

of poverty

the mines

24

However,

taken in policing family based arrangements

number of the children of farm workers go
without education and as a result, the cycles

for the deprived members of the

deal of their time with their husbands at the

years

during
study indicated that life on the farms was
very difficult, wages were poor, food was

Farm workers' wives interviewed

the

appeared that a numberof wives who u.sed to
reside in the rural home, now spend a great
mine

The

(normally the wife) has

to that other home in the rural area.
However, this notwithstanding, it also

to go

Convention

on

which

The result of this is that the spouse

who is not employed

has assumed under the United Nations’

Rights of The Child.
Recent press reports indicate that the
government intends to rigorously enforce
employment laws on age of workers, salaries

on

areas.

to

The

prevalence of the commuter family at
appeared to be a function of two

.sense

are

not

of the word,
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member of his
issues

family dies so as to deal with
pertaining to the funeral and

observation of the relevant customs. The
chief is also expected to

lead the party taking
the body to the home area for burial. He
would also intervene in problem situations
for example where the relatives of a deceased
worker try to interfere in the administration
process.
While

on

the

one

hand the mines try to

an environment that closely
resembles the national situation in terms of

ethnicity, they ensured

the other hand
that mine workers’ families were organised
that

on

conducive

family
unity and harmony and therefore, ultimately,
maximum production for the mine.
a manner

was

be

wholly appropriate for the Western

organisation
characterised

The WLSA

study found that commuter
family arrangements are usually necessitated
by economic reasons. Whatever their basis,
they are generally not good for the core
group of mother, father and children and
indeed, for the family form as a whole.
While these arrangements may satisfy the
labour requirements of employers and, to
some extent, the economic needs of
family
members, they are often fraught with
hardships for women, who have to divide
their time between the responsibilities that
come with
being de facto heads of
households, and commuting to their
husbands’ places of work.
Generally, the rural-urban commuter
family arrangements entail that the wives
stay in communal areas while the husbands
live and work in

towns or

areas.

other commercial

The wives become de

facto heads of household,

doing and
supervising most of the agricultural work
and domestic chores, besides looking after
the day to day needs of children and other
family members. Women take over those
responsibilities that are normally assumed
by their husbands, in addition to their own
socially defined roles. This results in very
long hours of hard work by women, as the
studies by the Zimbabwe Women’s Bureau^
demonstrated.
However, society .seldom
acknowledges this double responsibility, and
perpetuates this burden with very little
recognition, let alone reward.
There is evidence of

some women

work hard in the fields and

earn

families

not

inadequate for the

of a working definition of

family in Africa in general, and

Zimbabwe in

who

sizeable

particular.”

husbands may appropriate the income
realised from their wives’ labour and spend
use

it to marry

frustration,

some

commit what
to as

requirements; some even
other wives. Through

wives have been known

are now

to

notoriously referred

harvest suicides.’

To

compound a bad situation, it has also
been observed that some husbands do not

regularly remit part of their income home,
but instead squander it on questionable
exploits. It is also not unusual to find
commuter husbands developing clandestine
sexual liaisons which may become
permanent, thus creating covert or overt
polygynous family arrangements, to the
consternation and chagrin of the rural based
wives who are, as a result, deprived of the
much needed financial support. This practice
may contribute to unprecedented poverty
levels within the family, not to mention the
possibility of catching and spreading sexually

areas

looked to the rural areas, both communal and
had

plans to obtain resettlement land, plots,

or

stands in communal

to

after the termination of their employment.

areas

where to return

Although some had adequate pensions, they
still

saw

the rural

areas

their final

as

working at mines and on
farms, had little choice option

their retirement destinations since their

employers made itclearthat upon retirement,
they would have no accommodation at these
places as the available accommodation was
reserved for active and current employees
and hence there

was no room

for the sick,

aged, dead and retired. If a worker falls
terminally sick or reaches pensionable age,
he is required to collect his terminal benefits
and find himself/herself

a

home elsewhere.

At the

mines, those in charge of personnel
expressed impatience in respect of the aged
foreign labourers who are apparently difficult
to dispose upon their retirement because
they have no rural homes and are often
unable to return to their countries of origin.
The mine authorities encouraged and assisted
them in obtaining resettlement land.
This has significant implications for rural
prosperity if more and more elderly
individuals

are

farmers who

settled in the rural

areas as

effectively too old to be
productive in agriculture. There is an obvious
need to

are

ensure

that those who work in mines

transmitted diseases like HIV/AIDS. While

and commercial farms have

family arrangements are usually
necessitated by the desire to satisfy family
needs, many people prefer that husband,

adequate retirement benefits and that they
are not all
“dumped” in the rural areas where
they are unlikely to contribute meaningfully
to the prosperity of rural agriculture.

commuter

wife and children, at least, live under the
same

roof.

Part of the solution lies in the

as

wife

so as to

it allows her

in
decision making processes, traditionally
considered a male preserve. The woman
decides how resources at home, including
as

room

to engage

land, should be utili.sed. However, the power
to make such decisions may be limited by

the fruits of their labour. Instead,

access

to

and control

over

various

access

At the moment, the National

restructuring of remuneration packages and
other living conditions to ensure that at least
this core group lives together.
On the other hand, a commuter family
arrangement may be a mixed blessing for the

inputs and outputs, the subject of the second
stage of our study: Women's Access to

Sapem November, 1997

commercial farms and urban

some

on

it on their personal

Packages

Many individuals in employment on mines,

commercial

lack of

some

Retirement

destination. Those

income from

agricultural produce, while
their husbands are in town, but hardly enjoy

through Families in
Paradigms of ExclusioiP.

resettlement, as their retirement homes. Some

by dual economics, but

its own, it is

construction
the

of

to

Implications of Commuter
Family Arrangements

and industrial

of defining

Zimbabwe:

family through common residence may

on

replicate

in

Resources in and

“The Western notion

to

Social

Security Authority pension scheme is still
wholly inadequate in providing enough
retirement pensions. Clearly, there is a need
to

make the scheme as effective and beneficial

possible within the shortest possible time
address some of these problems.
Particularly affected by the poverty of former

mine and commercial farm workers are their
wives and children who

seem to rotate

in

a

permanent and vicious circle of poverty.

Conclusion
While in traditional

.society, members of
family owed the family their
power and time, hence the right and

the extended

labour

25

GENDER ISSUES

duty of the family to call upon all its members
to

contribute their labour towards the

collective effort for

survival, the situation

has

changed. The entry of significant
numbers of family members into wage
employment which came with capitalist
obligations meant that those people engaged
in employment were unable to contribute
the fullness of their labour to the family’.
The Western notion of defining family
through common residence may be wholly
appropriate for the Western organisation of
families not characterised by dual economics,
but on its own, it is inadequate for the
construction of a working definition of the
family in Africa in general, and Zimbabwe
in particular.
It may also have been
appropriate for the understanding of families
in pre-colonial Africa where, in the main,
extended families comprising brothers and
their wives, their parents, their children and
sometimes, grandparents and even their
grandchildren, resided together on traditional
family lands largely controlled by each
family’s patriarch. In contemporary
circumstances, migrant labour (from rural
areas to

urban

areas

and from communal

to commercial farming areas), urban
migration and wage labour have resulted in
the splitting up of the traditional extended
family, further producing a vast variety of
areas

residence patterns.
While “extended families” on the evidence
of this

study, still live together on communal

and sometimes
there

even on

commercial farms,

rarely ever complete in that there
invariably are some members living and
working elsewhere or simply looking for
paid work or attending school. During the
study, we saw men living alone or with some

incorporate or integrate a flexible concept of
residence and the notion of reciprocal support
obligation both from within and without the
framework of joint residence. Furthermore,
the centrality of both blood and affinal
kinship and the variety of ways it interacts
and juxtaposes with the concepts of residence
and reciprocity has to be underlined.®
'

are

of their children
towns as

on

commercial farms and in

paid labourers

their wives and

some

living in communal

or

or workers while
of the children were

resettlement

areas.

a

hardly

‘Family Law and the Position of Women in
Family.’ The second part of the research

is entitled ‘Women’s Access to Resources in

Through Families in Zimbabwe: Paradigms
of Exclusion.' WLSA, 1997
'John Saul, 1972

reside at the
same place does not mean that the reciprocal
duties of support among members have
disappeared. Remittances by wage earners
are among the most common forms of
economic interaction between family
members not residing together.
It is thus clear that a working definition of
family in contemporary Zimbabwe has to

^

ever

Kazembe, 1986

■'Zimbabwe Women’s Bureau: We Carry a Heavy
Limo, 1981

We Carry a Heavy Load, Part

AND

II, 1991

'"’(See Herald...)
'’WLSA, 1997 (forthcoming)
’

r

see

generally ibid at
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THE POVERTY PHENOMENON

IN ZAMBIA
Allast Mwanza
ntil the onset of the economic

1991).

crisis in the mid 1970s,

Zambia

population

of the “richest” countries

46% of the

was one

in sub-Saharan Africa

(SSA). With

Gross Domestic Product

US$300, she

was

a per

(GDP) of about

classified

as a

middle

In the rural
was poor

areas,

88% of the

while in urban

areas,

people were poor (GRZ, 1991
Government of Zambia, Priority Survey I,
199 l),CSO, Lusaka).
situation

income country

and poverty was not one of
priority concerns of the policy makers.
Only during the late 1970s and early 1980s
was there a general awakening to the reality
and impact of rising poverty levels. By the
mid 1980s, most of the economic gains
achieved during the first decade of
independence (1964/74) had been lost and
GDP per capita had fallen to about US$300.
Zambia had joined the group of the 47 least

was as

By 1993, the poverty

distribution (Blitzer A,

1979; Economic

Structure and Income
Distribution in Zambia, Oxford: Oxford

University Press);
GRZ, 1975- \ 9^5, Government ofZambia,

indicated below:-

POOR

PROVINCE

(%)

ABOVE POVERTY LINE

(%)

the

developed and indebted countries.

Poverty Incidence
Although average incomes in Zambia rose
in the immediate post

Central

77

23

Copperbelt

74

26

Eastern

91

9

Luapula

89

11

Lusaka

66

34

Northern

91

9

Northern Western

95

5

Southern

91

9

Western

95

5

Rural

93

7

Urban

70

30

All Zambia

84

16

independence period,

increased, being exacerbated
by a high degree of income inequality
(Bequele and Hoeven, 1980; Bequele, AR,
Van der Hoeven, “Poverty and Inequality in
sub-Saharan Africa". International Labour
poverty also

Review, 1980. New York, Preager).

By

Source: Extracted from Priority

Survey II,

Government

In rural areas,

distribution

p.

93% of the persons were poor

while in urban areas, 30% of the people were

24% of urban households in Zambia

not

poor

(ILO/JASPA, 1981)

Basic Needs in an

:

Zambia

-

Economy Under Pressure,

ILO, Addis Ababa). At national level, about
60% of the total

population

was poor.

poor.

Lusaka province is the richest

UNICEF, Lusaka) indicate poverty levels of

people than urban

48% of the total

considered

poor.
was

28

population

was

By 1991,68% of the total population
living below the poverty line (GRZ.

of Zambia, Priority Surx’ey /,

1991, CSO, Lusaka. This pattern of income
inherited

wages

in part

strengthened by the
inequitable colonial structure of
was

and incomes which in turn was

ranging from ZK47 to ZK72, with mining
employees receiving above-average wages.
On the other hand, average monthly

Women and Children in Zambia, GRZ/

while

GRZ, 1991;

Western and North-Western

provinces are the poorest, with 95% of their
people living in poverty. In all the provinces,
rural areas have a higher proportion of poor

areas

Sun’eys,

CSO Lusaka.

province when judged according to its
relatively high percentage of the nonpoor
population (34%), followed by the
Copperbelt (26%) and Central provinces
(23%).

59% for rural and 48% for urban

-

reinforced by ill designed post independence

Estimates by Seshamani,

V and Mwanza, A;
“The Poverty Situation in Zambia”, in
UNICEF (1986), Situation Analysis of

1975-85

115.
As is evident from Table I, by 1993, only
16% of Zambia’s population was not poor.
1993, Tabulation Report,

1981, about 80% of the rural households and
were

Household Income

areas.

Factors Associated with

Poverty
Poverty incidence is closely associated
with the extent of income inequality.
Zambia has a very skewed income

incomes

policies (Valentine, 1984).

During 1966/68, average household
incomes were about ZK6() (US9()) per month,

household expenditure was ZK51 per month

(GRZ. 1968).

About 26% of urban

households received 4% of income while
the top

7% got 23,5% of the total income.
of the poor (represented by

The poorest

urban squatters and/or shantytown

dwellers)
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received only 33% of the incomes of the

71 % of the

urban rich.

than ZK25 000

The 1974/75 survey of household

(GRZ, 1975) unearthed
rural-urban

received

a

inequality.

incomes

large degree of
Urban dwellers

higher incomes than rural

households.

For instance, the incomes of

squatters and shanty town dwellers were
two

and half times

average

than those of the

more

rural dwellers. On the whole, urban

incomes were four to twenty one times higher
than those of rural households.

Table 11

population had incomes of less
(USS46) while only 6% had

incomes that exceeded K100,000 (US$ 185)

month.

education and with few

6% of the total households received 46% of

to

total

headship, smaller households,

income, (GRZ, Priority Survey II, 1993,

p.91).

Furthermore, rural households

received

on

less than half of the

average

income of urban households.

Moreover,

7% of urban households earned that much

Table 11: Urban Income Distribution, 1975-85

(GRZ, 1993, p. 89).

per

month while only

1975

Poorest 25%

7.1

3.4

12.8

18.1

Second Richest 25%

19.1

18.5

Richest 25%

61.0

60.0

Surveys, C.S.O, Zambia.
Table II above suggests
of the poorest

25% worsened during the

concentrated in the

are

The size and

Zambia has one of the
highest population growth rates in the world.

declined from 24% in 1980

richest and the richest groups.

Income

inequality somewhat increased during the
1975 -1985 period due, mainly, to desperate
income growth rates and the negative impact
of inflation. Thus, although real average
earnings were eroded by inflation, the index
of real

compensation for high level
bureaucrats and managers of state-owned
enterpri.ses rose dramatically, thus increasing
the gap

between the

upper

and lower strata

of the workforce (Valentine, 1984).
A

good indicator of the

of

likely it is to be

more

1993, Priority Survey II, p.9()). The GINI
coefficient for urban Zambia was 0.56 while
areas

it

was

uneven

0.67. This suggests

and that the rural

inequality than urban

areas

result,

that

highly

have

formal

have little

or no access

to

economic infrastructure such

social and

as

markets,

transport facilities, health and education
services (World Bank,

Poverty Assessment

1994).

unemployment, inflation and
mushrooming foreign debt. During the early
1990s, Zambia’s foreign debt reached US$7
billion which

was more

than 200% of the

country’s GDP and 700% of its export

earnings.

On the other hand,

with less poverty.

areas.

sector

access or nearness to

In Zambia, social
are

more

along the line of rail

or

or

readily
in urban

As is evident from Table I, poverty

is

relatively low in Lusaka and Copperbelt
provinces, which are Zambia’s most
urbanised regions.

Demographic Factors

Inflation and

unemployment contributed
massively to increasing poverty. Inflation
has severely eroded the incomes of the
people,
especially the lowly paid workers, the urban
unemployed and small scale rural producers.
A

large portion of this inflation and

unemployment has been provoked by the
structural adjustment programmes which
Zambia has been

implementing since the
early 1990s.
The drought situation has also reduced

a

Poverty in Zambia is also concentrated in

Zambian household’s average monthly
income was ZK33 600 (US$62,22). About

large-sized female-headed households with

food production in many

few

contributed to

Sapem November. 1997

areas.

was

provinces. Most of the households in these

rural

areas

more

In 1993,

and 1990s. The economic crisis which

provinces, including the Western,
Northwestern, Eastern and Northern

most

available

Zambia’s income distribution is

a

mainly led by deteriorating terms of trade
due to the unsatisfactory performance of the
mining industry, was manifested by rising

which for Zambia

for rural

As

poor.

poverty in Zambia is concentrated in the

economic facilities

0.66 in 1993 (GRZ,

in

bedeviled the country since the mid 197().s,
and the drought situation of the early 1980s

income distribution is the GINI Coefficient
was

Other factors associated with poverty

rural (or less urban) the household and

social and economic facilities is associated

unevenness

employs about 70% of
population (Labour Force survey, 1986).

Zambia include the economic crisis that has

more

in the positions of the second

10% in 1990.

Economic Crisis

provinces

the further it is located from services, the

relative stability

to

sector

outside the line of rail. In other words, the

increased its income share.

was

rising poverty levels.

At 3.55 percent,

employment. Thus, as a percentage of the
labour force, formal sector employment has

1975/85 decade while the second poorest

There

or no

growth rate of the population

has also contributed to

the

or

associated with less

poverty.

that poverty is

regions

asset

rapidly, while economic performance has
declined, leading to falling formal sector

Regional Factors
Table 1 above suggests

that the condition

assets

ownership, high education level and good

The informal
1975-85 Household Income

is

likely
On the other hand, male
or no

The result is that the labour force has grown

1985

Second Poorest 25%

too old with a low level of

be very poor.

occupation

33% of rural households earned less than

(US$9.25)

A

household whose head is female and who is

households. At the other extreme, a mere

evolved from 1975 to 1985.

Source:

old (Seshamani and

too young or

ZK5 000

(%)

very young or very

Mwanza, 1986; World Bank, 1994).

Cumulatively, 54% of total
income was shared by 94% of the country’s
per

below shows how urban income distribution

Income Shares

(poverty) is high in households whose heads
are

economically active members.

It

regions and

growing food insecurity and
29
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rising levels of malnutrition. It has also led
to severe declines in rural incomes, especially
among

small scale producers.

Indeed,

available evidence indicates that poverty

levels have risen
prone

significantly in drought

was

not

institutional framework

supported by a competent technical

unit which

was

advise the

necessary to

Steering Committee. The linkage between
the National Committee and Regional

strengthening of human capacities.
However, Government and donors were
concerned about lack of an effective system
of

resource

Poverty Alleviation Policy
Zambia’s poverty

alleviation strategy,
largely donor driven, is based on

social welfare

measures

that have not

succeeded in combating the

negative impact
of economic reforms on the poor and the
vulnerable. The strategy’s main objective

accountability and impact

assessment.

The Need for

Sectoral Sub Committees ofthe Social Action

regions.

which is

For instance, the

a

Better

A number of shortcomings

Programme has been rather weak since

Strategy
have rendered

the poverty

inception.
Government

budgetary allocation for the

Social Action programme

has remained

inadequate since the programme

was set up.

The problem was exacerbated by

alleviation strategy ineffective.
is merely a set of welfarist
approaches which are designed to protect
the poor and to improve their access to
First, the strategy

and not to achieve broad based economic

Inadequate
and/or erratic donor support. As a result, the
government discontinued the programme in
1993 and in its place, brought in the Social

growth. Many organisations

Sector Rehabilitation and Maintenance Task

productive capacity of the

Force. However, this task force

lacked clear

1994:25). This, therefore, implies that the

guidelines in regard to cooperation with
government, especially as this relates to the
modality of accessing public funds.
The Social Safety Net Council was
successful in bringing together Government
and
umbrella
non-governmental

development strategy must be pro-poor. In

seems to

be to

ease

the

pain of adjustment
or structures

have been set up to

implement the poverty
alleviation strategy. These include religious
organisations, local and donor supported
non-governmental organisations and
government ministries or departments. The
following are some of the organisations or
schemes engaged in poverty alleviation:-

Public Welfare Assistance Scheme;

Programme;

organisations and to draw up areas of
cooperation including criteria for selecting
NGOs that would cooperate with

National Trust for the Disabled;

Government. The Government would then

Micro Banker’s Trust;

fund some safety net programmes undertaken

Micro

by NGOs.

Future

-

-

-

-

-

Search

and

Resettlement

Project's Unit
Programme Against Malnutrition

a)

Project Urban Self Help (PUSH)

specific
functions and target group(s) in relation to
poverty alleviation. However, lack of or
inadequate coordination is bound to lead not
only to wastage of resources, but also to
failure to impact positively on the intended
target groups. Zambia has tried to provide a

assistance scheme; and

initiating poverty alleviation and
hunger programmes at community
level.

The involvement of NGOs
make service

was

intended

the Social Sector Rehabilitation and
Maintenance Task Force; and

mainly concerned with capacity building

The Social Safety Net Council.

among the poor and vulnerable.

Although the Social Action Programme
well intended, bureaucratic inertia soon

stood in the way

of effective coordination.

to

However, it is

now

generally agreed that

meaningful poverty alleviation can only be
achieved through policies that enhance the

other words, economic

benefit

the

poor

(UNICEF,

growth should also

through increased
This should be
accompanied by various forms of safety nets
which are specifically designed to moderate
poor

employment creation.

eliminate diswelfares due to the

or

interplay

of market forces and other exogenous factors.
It is

important to invest in people since
participate in the

this enables the poor to

growth of the economy. Available evidence
indicates that there is

a

close association

poverty alleviation. Rather than concentrate
welfarist

on

approaches, the poverty
should, henceforth, seek

alleviation strategy
to

involve local communities in

income

which

create

generating

projects

employment and thereby increase incomes.
Another

major weakness of Zambia's

alleviation strategy is the fact that
institutions or structures are seriously

poverty

Government and other stakeholders

was
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participating in the public welfare

the Social Action Programme (SAP)

programmes:-

c)

initiating self help housing schemes;

c)

community
based. Communities or intended recipients
were expected to participate in project design,
implementation and monitoring. Most of
the areas of cooperation between the

programme to

b)

b)

d)

as

between education, health and nutrition and

running credit schemes, income
activities;

framework for effective coordination of the

a)

activities

generation and employment creation

Each of these structures has

mitigate the adverse effects
of the structural adjustment programme. The
framework is rooted in the following

programmes

included:-

(PAM); and
-

These

health and education.

services such

provision

more

were

For instance

the

underfunded and hence lack the
rise

to

the

crisis.

challenge posed by the economic

Furthermore, poverty

institutions

are

interference,

epitomized

misuse of

scarce resources.

conflict interests,

Net Council

actually benefits.■

and

There

are

also

these institutions. As a result, only a

small

up

wrong

philosophies or objectives

among

building

by

appointments of management personnel and

(PWAS), the main objective of the Safety
the

alleviation
political

riddled with

under the Public Welfare Assistance Scheme

was

means to

proportion of the target population

Sapem November, 1997
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TRANSFORMATION IN SOUTH AFRICA
Owen Sichone

he

of the book tells you that
one of the most important

cover

this is

books to have
new

come

South Africa this year

out

of the

and this leaves

readers wondering why. Firstly, the
transformation in the sub-title is a uniquely
new South Africa political jargon. Secondly,
many

proof that African scholars are as good as
any other. It is when uneducated colonists
like Eugene Terreblanche and Ian Smith
start saying Africans have invented nothing
that

one

are no

is forced to remind them that there

pyramids in Europe. This Makgoba

famous South African

university goes
reputable South
African scholar to occupy a top position in
its management. Why do they search for this
person abroad? Because they have not trained
their own. They find one who has an Oxford
overseas

in search of

a

did on many ocassion and we can only regret
that the stupidity of colonial oppression took

doctorate and articles in Nature and the

degrees
and awards. Thirdly, none other than the
future presidential candidate, Thabo Mbeki
has provided the foreword making this an
important book on a momentous subject.
As one who lived through the ‘Makgoba

him away from his scientific research.
The first four chapters of the book are a

Africa, unlike in British universities, skin

political and academic autobiography. They
cover the time Makgoba turned his back on
apartheid South Africa and went abroad for
fifteen years recounting his rise and how this

found

affair,’ it

how

attracted the attention of Witwatersrand

like

professor Makgoba's
world class work as an immunologist had
nothing, but respect for him and how those
who were not medical researchers judged
him by his colotirorby his less well informed
comments on African history. I thought then

university especially those who started
wooing him in 1987.
It is noted that during his first visit to Wits
for an interview, Makgoba noted that the

the author has added the Professorial title
his

name

and

even

never

to

listed his many

ceased to

amaze me

those who knew of

that it

was

unfortunate that the

new

South

Africa should discover its roots, like African-

Americans do. in ancient
who know

our ancestors

Egypt. Those of us

do

not

need

to

build

pyramids in the air to celebrate our humanity.
It is thus with satisfaction that I note in

Mokoko that

our

as

minds free. It

because

a

King Tut will not set
is worth mentioning

lot of the African elites have

always been influenced
Americans and others in the

by Africandiaspora when

it should be the other way

round. It is
important that a voice like Makgoba's should
not ignore the grandfathers’ battles against
The chronic

shortage of Black intellectuals
Makgoba's calibre, the systematic
destruction of the culture of learning and the
inability of most Black leaders to debate
issues cannot but force him to speak on
behalf of the silenced majority. His role is in
many ways that of sacrificial lamb. There
was a need for a top Black South African
educationist, political scientist or historian
of

to

lead the debate

on

normal
as a

transformation. In

a

society. Professor Makgoba" s record
scientist would have been sufficient

Sapkm November. 1997

a

big issue

But it

was

as

get? In South

Makgoba

more

soon
than that. I

affairs of Wits. Even white members of staff

professor Robert Thornton of
anthropology who advocated for
transformation got into trouble ‘with the
authorities’ though Mokoko seems to suggest
that white critics of the system were never

day symposium that Thornton
organised, with the support of Makgoba,
many white lecturers expressed their views
on the character of Wits which were provoked
by some of the statements Makgoba had
made in the press. Was Wits an AngloSaxon university or a colonial one? What

Makgoba, M.W. Prof. MOKOKO:
The

Makgoba Affair, A reflection on

Transformation, Vivlia, Florida
(South Africa) ISBN 1-86867-076-7

a one

did Africanisation mean? Most

were

avoiding him because
they had been informed that he was an

completely confused, but those who had
lived in independent African states knew
exactly what was missing from Wits. Those

African-American

who did not know, nevertheless, felt offended

Black

women

were

(and

therefore

a

foreigner?). While this treachery of

(and threatened of course) by what they

misinformation is condemned, he does not

thought Makgoba

notice the

discredit his academic record. Do his political

tragic xenophobia that is implied

in the women’s refusal

to

talk to him until

they heard him speak their language. This is
the side of transformation that does not

colonialism.

out.

can you

always felt that the Oxford tribe, of which
Makgoba is one, had a tight grip on the

In

in Sekhtikhtineland.

it should be.

colour is still

high

punished.

Makgoba has rediscovered his

roots, not in Kemet, but

This is

Lancet. How

feature much in the South African debate;
the need for Black South Africans to break
out

of the

an

African-American

psychological bantustan. Why is
intellectual

an

unacceptable role model, if Snoop Doggy
Dog the musician is admired by virtually all
the youths interested in popular music? In
my view, it is the lack of a Pan-African
vision that will continue to give the apartheid
legacy an edge over the forces of
transformation.

What then

was

the

Makgoba Affair? A

views have

was

saying and began to

bearing on the quality of his
Very unlikely.
Not all good researchers are good teachers
and not all good teachers are good
administrators, but somehow. Wits expected
Makgoba to do everything twice as much
and as better than anybody else. Before he
could even establish his bearings, he was
sent to charge the machine-gun post of labour
relations with no covering fire from the vice
a

medical research?

chancellor. He

came

out

of it alive, but

evidently angered by the treachery of the
liberal commander. Why was it assumed
that a Black leader would persuade the
workers to call off their protest?
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When he

under attack for

breaking
people who had been
sending him on suicide missions who were
loudest in questioning his competence. After
they had made it clear that he did not belong
and that they doubted his qualifications, he
ranks, it

came

was

the

then examined their

own

and found that there
would

SMITH’S STRUGGLE CONTINUES

same

Thomas DEVE reviews Ian Smith’s The Great Betrayal, Blake
Lomioti 1997.

academic records

was

much there that

Mokoko does not give full
details, it does suggest that colonial privilege,
intellectual mediocrity, highly incestuous
academic reproduction and pure irrelevance
masqueraded under the banner of high

I

Although

standards.

PhD is
a licence to teach in a university but, lo and
behold many members of this elite institution
that models itself on Oxford were teaching
without a licence. From my own experience,
some

of the best lecturers did

not

big deal really, but the
issue of standards was already in the press
and every madam in Houghton and sheep
farmer in the Karoo was complaining that
Makgoba was calling for the lowering of
standards in the

to

name

of transformation

so

be sorted out.

The book outlines how what looked like
his inevitable downfall after he

was

called

a

fraud

by his enemies, was turned into a
stalemate between him and his detractors.
Makgoba of

would

he won
because not only was he always
outnumbered, but he was also reliably
informed that the health of many of his
enemies had suffered serious damage. The
course

say

student radicals he had embraced when he
launched his

campaign for transformation
felt that he should not have accepted the
olive branch. The important thing is that he
did not end up as the sacrificial lamb, but
lived to fight another day.
Mokoko is an important book and one that
should stimulate other Black scholars in the
South Africa into

writing. Unless there
is a real return to reading and writing, there
will be no African rebirth. It is Makgoba's
duty as a leading member of the new South
Africa intelligentsia and a descendant of
freedom fighters to express the hopes and
aspirations of his people, but other South
African scholars must emulate his example.
With the support of Vivlia publishers, the
campaign for the decolonising of the mind,
and the university should cease to be a
Makgoba affair.B
new

is confronted by an account
similar to The Great Betrayal,
one

Despite the obvious and annoying
shortcomings, the books gives the reader a
first hand account of what it

means to

"Rhodesian",

continue

many white people with Zimbabwean
citizenship. One sees the Rhodesian
machinery at play, giving the traditional
African leadership in the form of chiefs, a
sense of purpose in the colonial enterprise;
and nationalist politicians who collaborated
with the “white” governments a convoluted
version of democracy to the extent that

to

tell their tales, the version of the

hunted will

never

be heard. As far

as

the

surprise and reinforces
impression the British had of him; a
simple minded, politically naive and
uncomprehending character whose political
approach is marked by schoolboy obstinacy
account comes as no

the

Smith

and stubbornness.

His

is

account

replete

with

the

characteristic Eurocentric misrepresentation
of Africa, and this

can be easily illustrated
by his presentation of Zimbabwe in 1890

which he describes

as

“uncharted country,

the domain of the lion, the

elephant, the
deadly killers
...."pi Certain areas are seen as uninhabited
thus removing from the story, the history of
the land grabbing and the African peoples
forced movements which got institutional
backing in the 1930 Land Apportionment
buffalo, the rhinoceros

-

all

Act.
The Great

Betrayal brings out the

in Smith when he

was

venom
confronted with the

inevitable historical

changes. His beliefs
example when he
writes of the 1948 United Party defeat, he
actually wished that Rhodesia was a “fifth"
province of South Africa. In a similar vein,
he characterises the region's wars of
liberation as “terrorist wars waged by African

cannot

be concealed. For

Nationalists and their Communist allies”.
He fails to

see

the

humanity in the people

concerned and does not

even

better

bother to seek

understanding of why things were
the way they were. For example, when he
was presented with “one of those people
living in the Zambezi Valley who have only
two large toes” by Dr Gelfand. he still has
the audacity to write that “this transformation
was a phenomenon which had probably
developed to assist in climbing trees in order
to obtain food.” p28. It is this stubborn
refusal to open up one’s intellect which
makes Smith's book stupid reading.
a

that has often

be

memoirs of Ian Smith. As long as the hunters

no

the matter of qualifications and achievements
had

imperative to restate the obvious

when

story of Rhodesia is concerned. Smith’s

In the British education system, a

I know that

is

t

disqualify them from insulting him.

have PhDs. So it is

Publishing Ltd,

a term

African

the

saw

angered

leaders who

challenged the 1961 independence proposal
as "thugs”.
When the title of the book is analysed, it
leaves

one

with

no

doubt that Smith is

basically restating that he is a Rhodesian. In
his chapter on the Kissinger Agreement of
1976. he refers to being challenged by forces
of evil which prompted them to close their
ranks and make

a

stand for those ideals of

Western Christian civilisation

on

which the

country (Rhodesia) had been built. In his
words “It

was a

time when it

be able to say:

to

“1

am a

privilege
Rhodesian" p210.
was a

Smith's recollection of life in the post-

independent Zimbabwe reveals his major
problems of comprehension. He sees the
then friction between ZANU and ZAPU

differences between
on
on

as

Mugabe and the Shona

the one hand, and Nkomo and the Ndebele
the other.

Independence under Mugabe
a begging bowl and for

has been reduced to

him, he

sees

it fit to restate that "We

Rhodesians

speak from our own experience,
because we fought against British
colonialism, and finally had to resort to UDl
in order to break the shackles.... But the truth

that

black

people were better off
anywhere else in Africa,
with more freedom, better justice and a
higher standard of living" p375.
The story has never been told and only
stupid tales can be peddled in the form of
this book. The book must be read by all
was

our

than the blacks

those who seek to build

society,

as

they will have

of how those who want to

a

better human

an

understanding

destroy think and

write.®
Sapem November. 1997
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