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EDITORIAL

Vol. 2 No. 6

The Role of Students

As in other

parts of the world, Southern Africa has had

its fair share of student activism.

Significantly, student activism in this regard has tended to reflect, at least in its
political expression, the extent of the democratic process in
the countries concerned. As

one

of the feature articles

states, student consciousness is often a reflection of the

pohtical culture and the level of intellectual discourse in a
given society. Conversely, it means that only nondemocratic and dictatorial regimes have no room for either
student activism in particular or mass participation in
general. Not surprisingly, it is these societies which suffer
both intellectual decline and growing political malaise.
The

question, however, is whether student activism is
merely a reflection of the pulse of tl^e broad society, a
potential spearhead for change in society, or a force as
itinerant, ephemeral and transient as the average student’s
tenure is likely to be. But this is only one question that the
students of today will have to consider in trying to ascertain
more precisely their role in the political and social life of a
society. It is true that unlike a decade or two ago, students
today are likely to reflect in their political expression the
concerns of the masses of the people. But it would be inconclude that students are, therefore, representative of the mass base, let alone of the same class as the
correct to

workers and peasants.

Indeed, in his address published
herein, the President of the Students Representative Coun-

cil

But without such

careful

self-appraisal and honest selfcriticism, the radical student or radical scholar is likely to
become either a paternalist in a struggle that is essentially
that of the masses; or an opportunist who, in trying to attain
his/her own perceived class interests, has to hide behind the
concerns

of the

a

popular

masses.

There is in this current

close

relationship between
popular masses. This is particularly so in these days of declining opportunities for employment; and the fact that subsequent
generations of petty bourgeois aspirants will find mobility
increasingly more difficult than the first group of the postindependence petty bourgeois class. All this adds a particular sting to the grievances of the student movement, in
addition to the day-to-day problems and bread-and-butter
issues that an individual student has to face in trying to susthe

concerns

tain

a

era a

of the students and those of the

livelihood in these difficult economic circumstances.

Let the students raise issue about matters that

concern

tKeir

welfare; let them assist in highlighting the plight of the havein our society; and let them be as critical as they wish
to be about the powers that be. But they should not view

nots

themselves

substitute for the forces that

rightly conof economic and social change in
society. And as has already been acknowledged, students
need "to be properly equipped to undertake an objective
analysis of society".
as a

stitute the main agency

(SRC) of the University of Zimbabwe infers such a claim.
For, without such a clear analysis and appreciation of the

Of course, it is

quite usual for members of one class to
aspire to, or identify with, the interests of another class. For
even the radical African petty bourgeoisie has a tendency
to make such wild claims; and it is from that group that we
have heard the unattainable and even unfair expectation
that members of this class could commit "class suicide" in
order to

identify with, and become part of, the working and

modest role that is to be the students’, the student movewhole

end up

in a cul de sac, inadvertently assisting the reactionary forces that would jump at any
opportunity - e.g. an ill-thought word or deed on the part
of some members of the student movement- to precipitate
a crisis within which the democratic process itself becomes
stunted in its growth. This would further limit the space
ment as a

can

which other factors in the democratic

peasant masses.

movement

of Africa

have tried to
All these

are

honourable intentions and have

mended in the field of political

to

be

com-

struggle. But even the most
political activist should forget neither his/her objecfive class base nor the limitations that this is likely to place
on the member of one class as opposed to that of another.
ardent

2

develop so painstakingly over the years. The
struggle for democracy is a long and arduous one. We
should ensure that it does not founder on the altar of political expediency, opportunism and adventurism. •
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about one-fifth of all South Africa’s fruit and

vegetable

exports. Last year, the country’s imports from South Africa

by 21% in value.
campaign is the ‘Boycott Apartheid
Bandwagon’, a converted double-decker bus that will tour
the country during the year with information material on
the boycott and the situation in Southern Africa.
rose

Part of the

Namibia
UNTAG Team Arrives-Interim Government Disbands
On March 1, Namibia’s interim government disbanded
and the South African Administrator General, Louis

Pienaar, took over governing the country in preparation for
independence under UN Resolution 435 of 1978. UN
officials also started arriving in the country to prepare the
way for independence.
The Southwest Africa People’s Organisation (SWAPO)
is expected to win the November elections in the country
and has vowed to continue its fight for a free Namibia if it
fails to get two-thirds majority in the elections. Namibia is
preparing for elections after more than seventy years of
colonial rule.
SWAPO’s

Special UN Status Ends April 1
special status of the Southwest Africa People^s
Organisation (SWAPO) at the United Nations will end on
April 1, the date when the UN transitional process for
Namibian independence begins.
Martti Ahtisaari, the official in charge of the UN team in
Namibia, has said that SWAPO will now be regarded as
"one political party among others". With the
change,
SWAPO will no longer be treated as "the sole and authentic
representative of the Namibian people" nor receive the
US$400 000 a year the UN contributes to the maintenance
of SWAPO’s diplomatic presence in New York.
SWAPO, who waged a liberation struggle against South
Africa’s occupation of Namibia since 1966, was
designated
"sole and authentic" representative of the Namibian people
in 1976 and granted observer status at the United Nations
The

in 1978.

Meanwhile, the UN General Assembly has adopted

a

COSA TUINACTU To Hold Summit
South Africa’s two largest trade union federations
plan
a workers’ summit in
early March to discuss ways to

to call

bring the rival movements together. The Congress of South
African Trade Unions (COSATU) and the National
Council of Trade Unions (NACTU) summit will be
attended by five
trade unions.

Delegates

expected to discuss the controversial
of waging joint
campaigns against the law and detention and the banning

South Africa
Botha

Says He Will Come Back
President, P. W. Botha, has said that he

South African
will return to work at the end of March.
The South African leader, who suffered a stroke over six
weeks ago, is expected to move aside so that his successor
head of the

ruling National Party, F. W. De Klerk, can
as head of the country. Chris Heunis has
been the Acting State President since Botha’s illness.
Britain’s Anti-Apartheid Movement Launches Consumer
Boycott
Britain’s Anti-apartheid Movement has launched a
boycott of consumer goods of South African origin known
as ‘Boycott
Apartheid 89’
The year-long, high-profile effort, targeted
especially at
South African fruit and British oil and food wholesaling
companies with close ties to South Africa, is reported to be
the most ambitious campaign by Britain’s anti-apartheid
as

come

to

the helm

movement.

Britain buys two-fifths of all South Africa’s fruit and
vegetable exports to the European Economic Community,

are

Labour Relations Amendment Act, ways

of trade unionists under the state of emergency.
Blacks Boycott White

Shops
mining town of Carletonville, Transvaal
Province, and in the town of Boksburg, near Johannesburg,
have started boycotts against white-owned shops to protest
against the reintroduction of "whites only" signs in the town.
Both towns are under control of the
rightwing
Conservative Party (CP), which won control of some one
Blacks in the

hundred and three local authorities in last October’s

municipal elections. The CP has put up "whites only" signs
public places. More than four hundred CP

in most

councillors met behind closed dooors last November to

adopt a plan to re-segregate the local authorities under
their control.
Under South African law, the relevant authority has the
right to de-segregate or keep for the exclusive use of whites
any amenity which belongs to the council.

resolution approving the expenditure of US$416,2 million
to finance the operations of the UN Transitional Assistance

Group (UNTAG)

hundred rank-and-file members from both

Tanzania
Tazara Gets US$229 Million Boost

International donors have pledged US$229 million to the
rehabilitation of the Tanzania-Zambia Railway Authority

(Tazara) for its ten-year^ development programme. The
to buy wagons, locomotives and
equipment for the authority’s workshops in Tanzania and
funds will be used

Zambia.

Tazara is

pegged under the Southern African
Development Co-ordination Conference (SADCC) as one

of the alternative routes for land-locked Southern African

nations, seeking to lessen their dependence on South
Africa’s transport systems.
Zaire
The

European Commission has temporarily frozen the

release of a 30-million European Currency Unity (ECU)
aid package to Zaire until the country reaches agreement
with the International Monetary Fund (IMF) on a new
structural

adjustment programme. The funds would have
helped Zaire to finance key imports.
Officials in Brussels say that the European Community is
biding time as it does not want to interfere in ongoing talks

between Zaire and the IMF

on a new

agreement. •
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Student Activism in Southern Africa:
A Review
Mapopa Chipeta

Students

demonstrating

Throughout the world critical
ideological battles have found their
most protracted expression in institutions of higher learning. In independent Southern Africa students
have been in the forefront of the
struggle against authoritarian rule and
neo-colonial regimes. Similarly, in

their concentration into fairly large
numbers away from the daily nuances
of life, enable students to question
and criticise the prevailing status quo.

South Africa and Namibia, college
and school campuses have been the

cal culture and the level of intellectual

major battle grounds in the resistance
to apartheid colonialism. Given their
special position, students do play an
important political role in highlighting
and amplifying the fundamental contradictions in any society. Their exposure to a wide range of political
ideas and ideological currents, and
4

students’ political
participation, their organisational ability and consciousness,
largely depends on the existing politiSignificantly,

orientation and

discourse within society.
mediate
post-colonial

In the im-

period

in

Africa, universities and colleges have
been the main theatre of major
debates on numerous issues ranging
from development policies to international relations. It has been in the interaction between faculty and students in academic and intellectual dis¬

courses

that students derive alterna-

transforming the
From these theoretical
premises students generate their own
criteria to assess and critically examine the societies in which they live.
Thus, without exception, almost all
early student movements in postcolonial Africa, tended to be hourgeoisie in outlook and generally
tive ideas aimed at
status

quo.

divorced from the masses. One needs
to

emphasize, however, that this was

merely a reflection of the low level of
political culture during the early
1960s, and the generally elitist education system inherited
colonial period.

from

the

SAPEM MARCH, 1989

From the mid-1960s through the
1970s and early 1980s, particularly
with the intensification of the armed

struggles in Southern Africa, the
tempo of academic discourse and student politics gained wider and deeper
social content and dynamism. The
concerted and dramatic struggles of
the university students of Dar-esSalaam, Zambia and Lesotho in the
late 1960s and through the 1970s
clearly indicate the leading role students played in conscientising the
masses by exposing and highlighting
the major eontradictions in society
and the world. When Ian Smith
declared UDI in Zimbabwe in 1965,
the University of Dar-es-Salaam students were fast to take to the streets

register African protest at British
duplicity, while African governments
pondered on what course of action to
take. In 1975, after the victory of the
MPLA in Angola, the University of
Zambia students managed to mount a
successful awareness campaign while
the government was caught flat-footed
in the face of open South African aggression against the people of Angola.
to

Effect

on

Public

Opinion

Indeed there are numerous incidents of this nature to be recounted.
The significance of these student ac-

tions, however, decs

not

necessarily

derive from their immediate results
but also from the fact that public

opinion galvanised and declared itself
in full voice and affirmed its efficacy,
thereby becoming a major factor in
public life.

to the
ments

popular masses, that governin to put them down.

step

Government

Opposition

With the deepening economic crisis
and the resultant social contradictions
in Southern Africa, the ideological
battles and confrontations between

governments and students have become

more

perfidious and vicious.

The 1980s have witnessed

numerous

university closures, student detentions
or
expulsions from Zaire, Kenya,
Botswana, Swaziland, Malawi, Zambia

and
elsewhere.
Increasingly,
universities and colleges, once perceived as citadels of freedom of ex-

pression and intellectual discourse,
are rapidly
being transformed into
roaming grounds for the "plain
clothes" and the like-minded; governments are desperately seeking ways to
pre-empt student radicalisation. In
this enterprise regimes have always
found unsolicited support from international rightwing movements and
self-made collaborators who at times
function as intellectual ideologues of
the status quo. Third World institutions of higher learning are increas-

ingly turning into laboratories for
obscurantist, religious and political
ideologies; fundamentalist religious
gatherings draw more crowds than
student forums designed to discuss
fundamental social issues

university or college
economic

The

faculties,

and

bankruptcy, has
effect

on

opportunism

equally deleterious

hardships,

many

viously, most regimes are fully aware
that student political action, though

most

confined

to narrow

On their own,

often

eccentric issues.

student

movements may

not provide firm leadership to any
broad based social movement, but

they do constitute a fundamental, if
crucial, intellectual component of
such movements. It is precisely at this
point, when student activism begins to
provide the theoretical material force
not
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exactly what Africa needs today to

enable students to release their ereative genius and positively contribute to
the development of society. •

AFRICA

promising the independence of the
academic institutions to nurture and
enhance critical and objective evalua-

more

are

university deans have

tion of the student voice. Quite ob-

usually unsustained and

tion of academic institutions and
academic freedom is either impossible
or at least difficult. These conditions

student political awareness.
face of severe economic

gone out of their way to gain favours
from those who govern, thereby com-

spontaneous at
times, generally tends to be sporadic

be

of

merely concerned with student street
demonstrations or populist sloganeering, rather they are usually unsettled
by the broader socio-political implica-

and

should

challenged both in universities, colleges and society in general. To be
able to play the role of being the eonscience of society requires allowing
students freedom of expression and
therefore genuine academic freedom
as well. This is one of the most
important issues of democracy. With a suffieiently highly developed value system
acting as a reliable safeguard against
restrictions of democracy, deforma-

intellectual

In

simultaneous

culture

many a

But governments and authorities, it
needs to be emphasized, are not

the

Authoritarian

campus.

their
an

on

begin more persistently to explain the
possibilities of getting across to the
working people, peasants and other
progressive forces in practical ways.
Perhaps students need also begin to
challenge in a serious manner the vestiges of their academic institutions as
they exist and operate in this era; they
need to have more say into who
teaches them, what they learn and
how it is taught.

tion of social realities.

In

addition

faculty members are too preoccupied with consultancies and as a
result research and serious intellectual discourse suffer. These developments, in many ways,

tend to reinforce
parochial outlook of most students, thereby impeding the progressive role students can play in society.
Clearly the more conscious students
need not only look within the confines
the

of formal academic institutions for intellectual and moral inspiration and

support, they have to go beyond and
5

(

that

Democracy in Zimbabwe: The Debate
Continues:

Students, Academic Freedom and the
Society
Edgar Nyasha Mbwembwe
University of Zimbabwe

S.R.C. President 1988-89
Editor’s

Note:

This

paper

was

presented to the AAPS Zimbabwe
Monthly Forum on January 27,
1989.
I was asked to participate in this
debate in my capacity as President of
the University Students’ Union. I have

myself some points to deal with
and will present a set of definitions for
set

consider. I will start by defining
society and then a student, because
society is the starting point and a student is a person in society. I will
proceed to define academic freedom
you to

California and similar weather conditions in India have led to violent activities by the inhabitants. Man is part
of nature and society is a community
of this special species. Society ensures
that

people exist

every

day, week and

year. At least some of us have to, for if
we all
die then there can be no

society. Production becomes the basis
of human existence, production of
energy for the continued existence of
cells, then yourself as a totality and as
part of society.
In

this

society

you

find politics.

is, higher education. What

we

all

ac-

forget is that
quiring knowledge in

must not

we are

one way or
another. A student is socialised by

society to be a future producer and he
must be given the necessary nutrients
to be able to be a future producer.
This requirement is a right, not a
privilege. Students are therefore entitled to resources of today to become
of tomorrow and that is the
for
students’
struggle for

resources

basis

democracy,

Every

institution.

academic
or
educational, is a
microcosm of the entire society. The

University of Zimbabwe and the
Harare Polytechnic are expressions of
the Zimbabwean society at a microlevel. Thus all the various aspects and
facets of societal organisation can be
found there, namely, social, political,
economic and religious features.
Academic freedom in this set-up

raises the notion of

"rights". Classically, it is freedom to do just what your
mind tells you to do and in reality this
does not exist. The English Concise
Dictionary defines a right as "that
which

one

is entitled to". Jowitts Die-

tionary of English Law defines it
"that which is

Zimbabwean students

protesting against apartheid

as

entailing freedom of expression,
"guaranteed" with numerous
devastating exceptions and circum-

economics and law. You find culture

which is

as

ventions in the constitution of Zimbabwe.

ence.

After giving thesfe definitions I will
strive to apply these definitions to

practical situations and conditions.
The

question, what is a student
the question, what is a
society, because a student belongs to
society and is a person in that society.
Society then is a social community of
human beings with a totality of activities that they engage in. The first
part of that totality, which is nature,
influences the behaviour of society.
For example, the 1984 heatwave in
presupposes

6

a

specific aspect of human existtotality of human exist-

ence or as a

There are ethics/morals, aesthetics, ideas about likes and dislikes.

Politics
and is

society develops
a consequence of a thought
process. Rules of law are made after
an acknowledgement of what has to
be protected. Political differences
arise from the level of production it
will be dealing with. By production I
mean tools and ways of use, for these
influence relationships. A hoe will
give rise to a communal relationship
and a tractor a privatised relationship
in society. A student in society then is
a studying person. Here we are talking
about students at a particular level.
develops

as

so

as

directed for the

protection and advantage of an individual. A right in its most general
sense is either the liberty (protected
by law) of acting or abstaining from
acting in a certain manner or the
power (enforced by law) of compelling a specific person to do or abstain
from doing a particular thing". We
thus have to keep track of the position
that every person is invested with a
right, which imposes a correlative
duty or obligation.
In

this

definition of

right which

us academic freedom, you must
have noted that the word liberty has

gives

been used. We are therefore cognisant of the fact that in exercising

rights and one’s freedom, these
given ambits and parameters so that they do
not degenerate into anarchy or infanone’s

have to be exercised within

tile disorder. One’s freedom therefore
ends where another’s freedom

begins.

Coming to specific situations, the
law of Zimbabwe, (and in
fact, of most countries the world
over), provides that, "except with his
own consent or by way of parental discipline, no person shall be hindered in

supreme
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enjoyment of his freedom of expression, that is to say, freedom to
hold opinions and to receive and impart ideas and information without interference with his correspondence"
(Zimbabwe
Constitution,
Section
2011]).
the

Here we are talking about academic
freedom related to societal duties. It

is freedom to contribute to human

society, a demand to say things that
will develop society in the best possible way. A human society with absolute equality, fairness and justice:
freedom to contribute to society, to
criticize the ideas produced, freedom
to criticize implementation of those
ideas in relation to reality and not
mere
sloganising. This academic
is the cornerstone
of
democracy. University students canfreedom
not

from

When

receiving an honorary doctorate
of political science from
Yugoslavia’s Belgrave University, had
this to say about academic freedom
and the role of students in society that university students, scholars and
researchers should fully identify with
the people:

babwe,

stitutions.

ness, every

disturb or terminate students’
education hence they cannot be indifferent. By virtue of training, we students have access to information and
to

ideas, what then is needed is freedom
to express these views. That way they
will be able to articulate various state

policies and measure rhetoric against
reality.
Governments,
therefore,
should not deny students the opportunity to articulate their views. That
denial
impinges
on
academic
freedom. Given academic freedom,
students are able to compare their

society with other societies with which
they have come into contact through
information and ideas. The result is
critical consciousness and, as I mentioned earlier, consciousness always

struggles to express itself in action.
Students

thus

cannot

be

divorced

doing

The President went

on to

say,

"this

why autonomy and freedom of
thought and expression are critical to
the health and ability of any genuine
university".
is

freedom, all over the
world, students use demonstrations
and protests as weapons to show their
With

that

concern on

various national issues.

Students, not only of the
of Zimbabwe, but all over

University
the world,

complain,often violently, over bread
and butter issues. They agitate for increased social recognition against
state policies which they consider inimical to true independence and
against the interests of the people on
whose behalf they speak. To say students, be they in South Korea, Haiti,
Kenya or Botswana, have no business
in interfering with how their parents
and themselves are governed, is to
curtail that academic freedom. The

job of students is not only to read and
pass examinations, but also to talk
about corruption and public theft, to
criticise the

course

and programmes

imposed on them and to debate
politics as future producers in the interest of society. This is what students
have been doing in Haiti, Kenya,
Botswana and Zimbabwe.
In
Zambia
students
protested
against increases in the price of basic
commodities. They were right in

so

and the governent rescinded

its decisions. In most cases, the events
that have followed have tended to vindicate students’ actions. In Zimbabwe,
after the
famous anti-corruption

demonstrations, action was taken to
expose and curb corrupt tendencies
and that action is still being taken in
courts. It was after that demonstration

by students that the Willowvale scandal became the talk of the day and the
Justice Sandura Commission
up.

It

was a sense

was set

of patriotism that

led students to the streets. In this case
the impression given by those who do
not know what the people think and
who argue that such demonstrations

by university students and the Harare
Polytechnic are a funfare cannot go
unchallenged, for this view is not
based on reality and is intended to
curtail academic freedom. Students
are

no

Increasingly economic and social
development policies directly threaten

on

They are, however, also expected to
be properly equipped to undertake
and articulate an objective analysis
of society, its
of handling the
problems of life and its various in-

with it.

*

and

Contradictions keep society alive.
The President of the Republic of Zim-

whole. If the Zimbabwean

passive consciousconsciousness strives to express itself in human action. Students
find themselves compelled to anticipate integration into the larger
society by political and ideological actions. They are maintained in education by the larger society, either collectively, individually or both. We cannot, therefore, be expected to be indifferent to social development and
policies.

demonstrate

like they always do
worldwide, it is always to prove a
point - either a selfish point or to
speak on behalf of segments of the
larger society too frightened to speak
out or too preoccupied. To impinge
on that freedom is to kill creativity.

be indifferent to the fate of society

Now there is

students

protest,

society
suffers, the students will suffer along
as a

ideological and political strug-

gles.

right in demanding that specific

interests be protected. They would
not be right in isolating their interests
from interests of other people in

society whose elementary democratic
rights can continually be violated as in
Amin’s
Uganda and Bokassa’s
Central Republic. To then say such
constructive protests are out of step
and deserve punitive measures is to
kill creativity, constructive criticism
and academic freedom.
President R. G. Mugabe rightly
pointed out that students view their
role as essentially one of articulating
views calculated to shape the direction and development of society. It is
clearly in this context that the
Students’ Union of the University of

Zimbabwe has taken to the anti-cor-

ruption demonstration as a way of indicating that our declared path of
development, namely the socialist
path, cannot accommodate the escalating levels of corruption in this
country. The anti-corruption demonstrations

should

continue

to

be

viewed, not as opposition to government, but as a critical reappraisal of

policies as a society with a view to
making such policies reflect our
changing pattern of needs and
priorities.
our

It is my considered submission on
behalf of the Students’ Union that
what appears to be a conflict between
the university students and government is merely an expression of the

temporary

contradictions that develop

in

society at a particular historical
stage, as students speak out on behalf
of the society. •
7
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generated, expanded and sustained the growth of African oilproducing countries. Seven African
countries greatly benefited
from the rise in oil prices in 1973
and again in 1979/80. They are Algeria, Cameroon, the Congo,
Gabon,
Libya, Nigeria and

ECONOMIC FEATURE
Transformations and Trends of African
Economies

Tunisia.
Abdellatif Benachenhou

No one can deny that in 1987 almost
all the African countries were unable

lay down the conditions for
term
stable
growth
of
to

a

longtheir

economies. Trade movements in the
1970s and the expansion of some basic

commodity markets made it possible
to

believe that some countries have at
achieved long-term growth.

least

However, the current crisis has
revealed structural loopholes in the
economies of the continent and makes
it imperative to analyse thoroughly the

shortcomings of the policies pursued
and the new requirements for Africa’s
economic policy.
The intention here is not to blot out

differences or under-estimate the
results achieved by some countries.
can

be said that the

crisis has in a way brought
African countries closer together because of the common problems, the
identical external financial difficulties
and the fall in investment and in the
rate
of
development
almost
current

everywhere
The

on

the continent.

heterogeneity

of

African

economies is well known, and there is
no need emphasizing it here. African

countries differ in size, in the natural,

agricultural and non-agricultural
resources they are endowed with, in
the level of development of their
human

and also, of course,
in the level of their per capita income.
resources

This diversity, as we all know, does
not exclude some kind of link with the

generally low per capita income, the
prevalence of massive illiteracy and
the vulnerability of the ecosystems. At
this juncture, it is important to examine the diversity in the economic
evolutions
last

on

the continent

over

the

twenty-five years before concluding that the impact of the crisis compels us to belabour this diversity and
try to examine the common shortcomings.

8

expansion of the agricultural
commodity markets either at
regional or international level.
This accounted, to a large extent,
for the agricultural growth of

Diversity of Economic Policies and
Results

countries

like Cameroon,
d’Ivoire, Kenya, Malawi,
Swaziland and Zimbabwe. The
some

The analysis of available statistics,
particularly those of the World Bank,
the Organisation of African Unity and
the European Economic Commission
for Africa, makes it possible to distinguish two major groups of countries
whose experiences differ greatly from

Cote

driving force behind the growth of
this group of countries was oil or
agriculture.

In the first group are found
countries whose economies have on
the average achieved significant an-

It should be pointed out, right away,
that the growth of these countries was
due mainly to one sector; the oil sector for some countries and agricultural sector for others. A downward
trend in the growth rate of either of
these sectors will undoubtedly adver-

nual

sely affect the overall growth rate.

another.

one

growth rates above 4% and have,
result, improved their per capita
income significantly. Some of these
as a

Nonetheless, it

The

•

countries maintain, even at present,

these

performances, though at a lower
rate. This category comprises the following countries: Algeria, Botswana,
Cameroon, the Congo, Cote d’Ivoire,
Gabon, Kenya, Lesotho, Libya,
Malawi, Nigeria, Swaziland, Tunisia
and Zimbabwe.
In the second group are found
countries whose growth rates are low
or nil due to various reasons, resulting
in a fall of their per capita income.
This group comprises; Burkina Faso,

Ghana,

Madagascar, Mauritania,
Niger, Uganda, Central African
Republic, Senegal, Somalia, the
Sudan, Tanzania, Chad, Zaire and
Zambia. The third group comprises
the rest of the African countries with

economic performances

and
capita income stagnating and growing slightly.
poor

with their per
What

are

the

reasons

behind the

countries

Some

in

this

group,

however,
sified

experienced more divergrowth rates either on account

of an initial diversification of the sources of growth, e.g. Egypt and Tunisia,
or because of elaborate diversification
of the sources of growth, e.g. Algeria
and

Kenya, but, despite this, these
were not spared from the

countries
crisis.
Recent

of foreign
growth of
mining countries such as Morocdevelopment

trade has undermined the
the
CO,

Mauritania, Zaire and Zambia. In
countries, it was agrarian

other

policies, particularly the producer
price policies and the management of
the exchange rates which led to the
stagnation of agricultural growth, the
only potential source of development.
This was obviously the case in
Madagascar, Senegal, the Sudan, Tanzania, etc. In
national

or

some

countries the inter-

domestic constraints

were

exacerbated

by the low level of the
productive potential as was the

growth in respect of the first group
and stagnation in respect of the

local

second?

Ethiopia, Mali, Niger, Somalia, Ugan-

As far

the first group

is concerned, two major factors accounted
for the rapid growth of the economies:
•

as

The dynamism of the oil sector
and the rapid upsurge in the oil
trade which has, until recently.

case

in the Sahel countries such

as

da and Chad. These countries were
affected to a large extent by drought
and ineffective food aid policies.
The poor economic performances
of the countries in this category were

worsened

by political instability and
SAPEM MARCH, 1989

in which

wars

of them like

some

Ethiopia, Mozambique, the Sudan,
and Uganda found themselves caught
up.

Thus, the analysis of the growth
limits of the first group of countries
will make it possible to see how the
crisis has in a way brought African
countries closer together, not for the
better though.
Growth Limits and

Impact of the

Crisis
For various reasons,

neither the oil

a

more

diversified

and stable

economic

development. They were,
therefore, dependent on their export
sectors.

In the

case

of the oil

producing

effects were the stagnation, if not the
fall in agriculture in some countries,
and the inadequacy or lack of ap-

propriate technological policies which
go with industrialisation. Relative
agricultural stagnation is a well known
fact
in
African
oil
producing
countries. The availability of external
payment resources and the resultant
trade over-evaluation accounted for
the massive importation of food commodities
and
systematically dis-

couraged the local production of
these commodities.

Agriculture has

suffered from the oil boom and will
take a long time to recover. Even in
such countries like Cameroon and

Egypt with ancestral farming traditions, the direct or indirect effects of
the oil boom limited the growth rates
of agricultural production and geared
Egypt toward food aid and Cameroon
towards

growing food imports.

It is obvious that it is not

lack

of

agricultural

always the
development

policies which is responsible for this
of affairs but rather ill conception of such policies, inconsistency in
state

their implementation and the
of the resources mobilised.
The second adverse effect

paucity

sified. Thus the share of the manufac-

potential development of industries

taring industry in the gross domestic
production of these countries mcreased significantly.

and modern services. Herein lies the

the

growth of the oil producing countries,
always linked with the availability of
external resources, was the launching
of a relatively expensive industrial
development which, from the techSAPEM MARCH, 1989

were

other and the sectoral logic was
ferent. Some countries favoured

difes-

substitution of locally
manufactured goods for imported
consumer
goods (Congo, Libya,
Nigeria,
Tunisia)
while
others
favoured the development of in-

sentially

dustries
mediate

manufacture

that

inter-

second limit of the pattern.

from

Apart

which,

Kenya,

for

linked among other things to
the nature of its agricultural growth,
was able to attain a certain level of
diversification
of
its
industry,
countries with rapid agricultural
reasons

growth

experienced

marginal inby local

dustrialisation characterised

processing of agricultural goods for
export and to meet the demands of an

even

urban market

of

growing but is still too limited

industries for
capital goods
(Egypt and Algeria particularly). This
industrialisation was expensive and
revealed particularly the shortcomings
of the technological policy.
goods and

manufacture

which, of

course,

is

on account of the income distribution systern which denies a significant portion
of the population access to industrial

goods.

technological

Similarly, the technological policies

changes and technological develop-

which followed the agricultural and
industrial policies were not in the
main basically different from those

The contrast between
ment

became manifest. The constant

importation of equipment, knowledge
and skills in periods of euphoria led to
significant technological transforma-

pursued

by

the

oil

producing

countries.

in the domestic economies.
However, these transformations were
not accompanied by local mastery of

oil and non-oil

technological development, that is
the ability of each country to
control gradually the nature and rate
of its local technological imports and
replace them partially and gradually
with local technological innovations
initiated by its industries and research

mined the foundations of their

tions

the
to

say

centres.

Looking at the growth limits of the
producing countries, it
is not surprising to note that they were
affected as seriously as the less
dynamic countries in the past. As a
matter of fact, the crisis has undersec-

toral

growth (oil for some, various
agricultural products for others) and
has revealed the difficulties facing
these countries in repaying their

Differentiated Growth Rates

debts. These countries are in fact the
most indebted in Africa because the

The growth of the rich agricultural
countries also reveals two limits. On

euphoria caused by their sectoral
growth prompted them to resort to
massive borrowings, convinced as they
were, that repayment would not pose
any major problem since borrowing
was only an advance from guaranteed
future income. For the majority of
these countries the growth rates either
slumped or fell considerably, particularly among the ^ oil producing

the one hand, all the farmers have not
benefited equally from this agricultural growth as in Malawi and
Swaziland. It was a foreign minority
who monopolised the benefits accru-

ing from agricultural growth. In other
countries

on

or
Swaziland, agricultural
growth did not prevent the real income of farmers from falling considerably. The growth was differentiated from the social point of view

developed and their activities diver-

the

countries, the most obvious adverse

Ivoire

but this differentiation is not without
effect on the conditions for the expansion of domestic markets and the

another. The industrial sectors

No industrialisation resembles the

producing countries nor the rich
agricultural countries managed to
pre-empt the adverse effects on their
growth and lay down the conditions
for

nological viewpoint, was overly dependent on the outside world. All the
African oil producing countries have
experienced significant industrialisation, the programme of which obviously differs from one country to

like

Cote

d’Ivoire

and

Kenya,
the agricultural growth
benefited, to a lesser degree, a group
of farmers and

significant portion of
agriculture remained outside the
growth spiral. Some writers even
proved that in countries like Cote d’-

countries.

a

It

should, however, be noted that

resistance to the crisis was made
much easier due to the high level of
9

economic diversification.

Thus, Algeria, Cameroon and Kenya seem to
resist the crisis better than Cote d’-

Ivoire,

Gabon,

Libya

or

Nigeria,

where domestic markets served

as

positive substitute for a diversified
production apparatus. Unfortunately,
this was not the case in Egypt or
Tunisia which based their
series of export sectors
crisis at the same time.

growth on

a

that faced

In other

where,

words, in Africa, like elsethere is no mystery in

economic

analysis: where the overall

growth is heavily dependent

on one

that sector relies too
much on the world market, any variation in the world trade movement will
sector and where

automatically affect the domestic
economic activity. Thus, in a way, the
crisis has brought African countries
closer together. Even though some
writers saw it expedient to point out
the
correlation
between
good
economic performance and liberal international trade policy, and to advocate that Africa should adopt an
open-door policy, this hypothesis will

work

only if international trade is
dynamism of the export sector permeates the other sectors and benefits all the segments of
the society. The situation in Africa is
in sharp contrast with this hypothesis.
stable and if the

The immediate lesson to be drawn
from the crisis is that for many
reasons

Africa is far from

mastering

the direction and rate of its

develop-

ment.

Map of Swaziland showing considerable economic diversity.
10

SAPEM MARCH, 1989

INSIDE SOUTH AFRICA
Who

are

the Van

Zyl Slabberts?

Alie Fataar

There

be almost daily
revolutionary struggle in South Africa is being hijacked
by the representatives of imperialism
in South (and Southern) Africa. Who
are these persons and organisations
that have been globe-trotting to
wangle a settlement of the "struggle
against apartheid"? It would help us to
understand if we briefly look at the
seems

to

evidence that the

"credentials" and, later, the motives of
these gentry.
In the

1930s and ’40s

they were
variously known as the Cape liberals,
the English Church do-gooders like
Bishop Lavis, Dr Oscar Wolheim of
the Cape Flats Distress Association
(on the back of which he became a
‘Native Rep’ in the white parliament),
the Black Sash women (all white) and
the Liberal (white) Party. Later there
came the Progressive Federal Party
led by van Zyl Slabbert for a while
(also only white members), and now
van Zyl Slabbert’s IDASA (Institute
for a Democratic South Africa), plus
a New Democratic Movement led by
Wynand Malan (an ex-Nat) and an Independent Party led by Dennis Worrail (ex-Nat).
There have been frantic

moves

to

recycle the above ragbag into a new
mongrel ‘democratic party’, at present
without

a

Nameless
crew

name
or

even

or

a

‘leader’.

unnamed, this motley

will consist of

a

"new left"

com-

prising; Beyers Naude (one time
racist), van
Zyl Slabbert (ex-white Progressive
Federal Party leader in white parliament), Zac de Beer (P.F.P. leader in
white parliament), Wynand Malan
(ex-Nat MP), Dennis Worrall (ex-Nat
ambassador), Wimpie de Klerk (exBroederbonder N.G.K.

Nat editor and brother of the de Klerk
who has just taken over as leader of

the Nats after Botha’s

other
from the white
some

stroke) and
born-again dissidents
laager.

These current
us

manoeuvres

of the 1960 events in

remind

Sharpville and

Cape Town when the PAC militants
took to massive street demonstrations

and turned their back on the ‘established’ white-led liberal organisations
for leadership and direction. The
white liberals saw the writing on the
wall and straight away placed some of
their leaders at the ‘disposal’ of the
leaders of the Cape Town demonstration. As a result that arch-collaborator liberal ‘Native Rep’, Patrick

Duncan, embraced Philip Kgosana,
the young militant leader of the thirty
thousand demonstrators who had surrounded

the

Cape Town Caledon

Square police centre, and intervened
with the Minister of ‘Justice’ to allow
the demonstrators to return peaceful-

ly to Langa (fifteen miles out of Cape
Town). This they did, but no sooner
were the people inside Langa and
Gugulethu ‘locations’ than the governsurrounded them with saracens
and other armed forces, declared the
state
of emergency and arrested
leaders of the PAC like Robert
Sobukwe and others. Thanks to the

is

presented as "one person/one vote"
for "South Africans of all races” (sic).
As for the most important issue, the
land question, the new charter speaks
of "a land reform" programme that
will remove "racial restrictions on

ownership and

for this

1976

independent militant

spirit to revive.
And now, in another context, we
have seen, in tandem with the AngolaNamibia "settlement" between two big
powers (USA and USSR) on the one
hand and Cuba-Angola-Botha South

the
on
other
{without
SWAPO), meetings for a "solution of
the apartheid question" being held by
some of the personages mentioned
earlier together with Danie Craven
and Louis Luyt. Wide publicity has
been given abroad and at home {The
Weekly Mail, August 1988) to a new

Africa

Freedom Charter which was to be
confirmed by van Zyl Slabbert’s
IDASA and others in a Dakar meet-

ing

on

2-9 September 1988. This

charter seems to be a laundered version of the earlier charter, especially
in respect

of universal franchise which

use of land" and reset"victims
of
forced

removals". No mention of land for the
landless masses and complete revolution in the acquisition without com-

pensation of land for 87% of the
population now squeezed into 13% of
the
worst
and
least
productive
homelands and labour

reserves.

The

questions the liberation moveand the oppressed masses
struggling in South Africa are asking
ments

are:

ment

liberals, the PAC venture came to an
end in April 1960. It took another sixteen years until the events of Soweto

of

tlement

Just who

these Slabberts and

are

newly-spawned, synthetic friends of
our liberation struggle?
What are the motives of these
Jeremiahs and where do they hope to
lead us?
It is well known that

van

Zyl Slab-

bert, Zac de Beer and Gavin Reddy
the

direct

representatives or
of international finance
capitalism and monopoly capitalism in
South Africa. Reddy and de Beer, for
example, are directors/managerial
bosses
of
Harry Oppenheimer’s
Anglo-American Corporation and De
Beers Diamond Mines. Oppenheimer
are

agents

is

the

Whilst

real baas of South Africa.
our
liberation
movement

people abroad may in all good faith be
holding meetings with AAC’s representatives, inside South Africa the
Anglo-American Corporation is turning the screws tighter and tighter on
the organisation of the oppressed
mine workers. These oppressed and
exploited workers are being harassed,
and
victimised
subjected
to
"authoritarian control

tatorship

...

discrimination

a
.

.

...

a

hard die-

crude form of racial
union-bashing tac.
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tics,

mass

dismissals and gross viola-

tion of human

rights", (The Weekly
Mail, 3-9 February, 1989).
There are other imperialist agents
on
this "negotiations settlement"

bandwagon, representing the S.A.
mutual insurance finance, Rembrandt
(Anton Rupert), Barlow Rand Corporation, Sanlam and Lonrho. These
and other monopolies - there are
really fom controlling the commanding heights of South (and Southern)
Africa’s economy - and transnationals
operate mining, industry, agriculture,
manufacturing, tomism^otels, transport and marketing/banking in South
Africa, Botswana (diamonds, copper),
Zimbabwe, Zambia (copper). Tanzania (diamonds), Angola, Namibia
(diamonds, uraniiun, cattle), Zaire
and Mozambique - in fact, the whole
of Southern Africa.

Today there is increasing concern
negotiations of these imperialist go-betweens acting as not entirely "honest brokers". In its Decernber 1988 Bulletin, published in Cape
Town, the New Unity Movement (estabUshed as the Non-European Unity
Movement in 1943) characterises
these agents of imperialism as sellouts
who
are
busy formulating
"various strategies by which a ‘cUmate
for negotiations’ can be created". The
strategies consist of "diplomatic pressure, economic sanctions, denial of
about the

loans from the outside and attempts

‘isolate the government’
inside".

to

from the

The New

Unity Movement strongly
negotiated settlement in
any shape or form "since it can only
lead to betrayal of the struggle of the
oppressed masses of South Africa".
The Bulletin says that from an exopposes a

amination of the motives of the im-

perialistic agents
our

learn "who

we can

real friends and enemies are".

In

August, 1988, Botha had said in

his ‘Rubicon Speech’ that any future
constitutional
dispensation would
have to be negotiated but not on a

principle of ‘one man
unitary system’ and

one vote

that

in

a

South

Africa’s future "cannot and will not be
determined by a Lancaster House
Conference".
The

Bulletin

warns

negotiated settlement is not

12

that

a

on

the

cards and, therefore, such illusions
should not be fostered among the op-

pressed. The role of imperialism’s
agents is clearly evident in the dealings: their strategy of encouraging a
‘negotiated settlement’ is to get the
herrenvolk to reform apartheid. The
Bulletin quotes the British Guardian
newspaper, which reflects the views of
liberals and ‘socialists’ and best
up

sums

the attitude of the imperiahst

countries (U.S.A., E.E.C. and Japan):
'The rejection of one man one vote is
neither
to a

new nor an

insoluble obstacle

settlement, and could be solved

by voluntary partitioning or involuntary fragmentation." (After all, India
could be partitioned and now Palestine, why not South Africa?)
So imperialism also does not, quite
logically and characteristically, support a Lancaster House type settle-

ment; and so far Gatsha Buthelezi has
been persuaded in West Germany to

forego the call for a unitary state and
opt for a form of federal/confederal
(hberal) solution.

to

The New Unity Movement says further that "the hberals have completely
disarmed and infiltrated the organisations of the oppressed to the extent
that they now have a major influence
on the direction of the
struggle. One
of their main tasks is to destroy the

policy of non-collaboration and the
boycott weapon. They are subtly introducing the idea that participation
in government structures can be tactically advantageous." This poison of
the oppressed having to use the
dummy councils and tricameral toyparliament in an attempt to reform
apartheid, to give it a semi-human
face, is beginning to influence certain
sections within the liberatory movements. Yet, the people do stand firm
on non-collaboration and the
boycott:
witness the 1984 80% plus rejection of
the dummy ‘Coloured’ and ‘Indian’
toy-parliaments. Then there were the
devastating rent boycotts in the
‘locations’ that cost the herrenvolk
tens
of millions in
unpaid ir-

recoverable

rent and ancilliary charthe boycott of shops in Port
Elizabeth and Uitenhage that made
many white shopkeepers bankrupt in

ges;

a

matter

of

a

few weeks, and the

of Boksburg
shops costing the white businesses
present total boycott
$323 million

a

month

as

non-citizens

who have been

re-segregated by the
Party Council take their
nearby Benoni. The
people are using the boycott weapon
day by day and no one has to urge
them to do it any more - it is part of
their fives and their struggle against
oppression and exploitation. It is this
kind of spirit that the liberals must
seek to destroy if they are to lead the
people into docile, non-confrontational means of obtaining a reform of
Conservative
business to

sorts.

It is unfortunate if illusions are
created in the minds of the oppressed

that the ‘white’ herrenvolk will hand
power in this fashion. The Builetin also expresses regret that the
USSR is apparently pressurising the
over

liberation movement to offer ‘whites’
in South Africa guaranteed ‘group

rights’

hasten the negotiation
The role played by the two
big powers serves to emphasize the
fact that the oppressed must not
depend upon help from outside in
their
struggle for liberation: "a
negotiated settlement can only be
to

process.

based

on

the continued economic

ex-

ploitation of the workers, the denial of
real as opposed to formal democratic
rights and the perpetuation of racism
in South Africa". The Bulletin ends

on

optimistic note, that the only
guarantee there is for the success of
the national liberation struggle in
an

South

Africa,

an

end to racial oppres-

sion and the elimination of economic

exploitation is by building independent organisations led by the
working class, free of all liberal influence.
The herrenvolk’s or imperialism’s
negotiated settlements cannot be
left unchallenged if and when it
diverts the liberation stmggles. The
frontier of principle is ‘non-collaboration with imperialism’, its
agents and racism. By definition,
this means nothing less than the
goal of a non-racial, one nation
state, democratic and free from imperialism. Non-collaboration and
anti-imperialism are inseparable
both as method and as goal. (H.
Jaffe, Harare, December, 1988).
The method of boycotts can make
herrenvolk rule unworkable and so
make South Africa ungovernable as a
racist state based on oppression and
economic exploitation. •
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has been done with the African
American votes in the United States.

FROM THE DIASPORA

"Amen. About time Jackson said

The Debate
American"

on

it,"

said Charles Barron, a community activist who said the term African
American is a step towards self-iden-

the term "African

evidence of a synthesis of the
experience and African
roots.
Though he would have
preferred the initiative to be put forward by a group of leaders, Barron
said, "Jesse Jackson speaks for a segment of our community and is recognized more by white America as the
tity

as

American
Kai Crooks

A plethora of discussion on what
Black Americans should call themsel-

is

The African American community
not a monolith and some resented

continues to be a source of heated
debate in communities throughout the
United States. The topic has been discussed in the mainstream media, in
editorials and talk shows, yet there is

ves

African American leader."
Few in the mainstream media have

begun to

the subject.
community the
current push to use the term ‘African
American’ is a welcome development
hardly

To

any consensus on

in the black

some

that should be viewed as a conscious
effort to correctly reflect their history
and cultural experiences in America
and strengthen ties with their continent of origin. Others argue that the
term would hardly change the mindset
of both black and white, regardless of
the racial characteristics and linkage

associated with it. But all agree it will
take time before it is embraced across
the board.
Media interest
Jackson put forth
a

recent

piqued when Jesse
the initiative during
trip to Africa. He said "today

the descendants of the slave masters

real study of ties between Africans and America", adding
that "every African head of state we
met said that in their official language
they will refer to Africans in the
American
diaspora as African
American." Many in the black community have mixed emotions about
discourage

this

new

any

initiative and there

seems

to

be two schools of

thought on the matter represented by behavioural or racial concepts. Some resented the "in-

on what is
closed matter to be parleyed
within the black community. They affirm that the idea is not a new concept
but a re-introduction of a familiar
theme at a time when it is now more

nate" white media reaction
seen as a

acceptable. Many said they have been
struggling for the adoption of the term
for years and the time has now come
to link themselves withe the struggle
in Southern Africa.

Jesse Jackson

if it

as

speaking

were so.

"He

on

its behalf

assumes an enor-

arrogance by first beheving that
speaks for all black people," said
Utrice Leid, managing editor of The
City Sun newspaper, one of the largest
black dailies in New York City. "A lot
of people are not ready to be called
African American, just like a lot were
not ready to be called black." She said
mous

he

it does not make them less black

or

change where their hearts are. They
understand how they should vote and
where their interests lie. But Leid said
the process

is achieved at different
requires "a great deal of introspection and a great deal of
tumult", and should be arrived at
voluntarily.
stages and

gimmick, a nice thing,
probably well intentioned, but it is not
done by public relations and it invol"It’s

ves

two

a

separate movements

-

per-

societal," said Leid, referring to why Jackson started the campaign and his media thrust. She argues "he had not done a lot of stuff for
underpinning African American concepts", as, she said, he has not lived up
to the meaning of the things he was
suggesting. Leid cited Jackson’s meeting with Mayor Koch, the New York
sonal and

mayor,
who divided the
democratic presidential nomination

City

along racial lines, and questions what
SAPEM MARCH, 1989

use

the term

as

they prefer

wait and see. The Associated Press
and the New York Times have not
decided on the usage and according
to an article in the New York Times,
Allan M. Siegal, the assistant managto

ing editor, said, "We’re waiting to see
how usage develops among writers
and speakers generally." Utrice Leid,
managing editor of The City Sun, said
black publications will have some difficulty with the term. The new
reference, she said, will involve varying subsets, for example, ‘African
Latino’ to describe

a

dark-skinned

Hispanic.
Is

an

being as

state

of

result of a frame of mind

or

African American
a

a

title reflective of the racial characteristics and linkage to the continent?
a

Many embracing it said it does not
mean

a

revolutionising of spirit,

or

that one must behave African, but is a
mindset to carry them forward - a link
with history coming full circle. The
term is not new. History reveals that
notables such as Denmark Vesey,
Wilmont Blyden, Marcus Garvey,
Paul Cuffey, Martin Delaney and
others referred to the blacks in
America as ‘African American’, and
Frederick Douglass, in his famous
Fourth of July speech, spoke of what
it means to be a negro in America.

Many agreed that the use of the term,
at

this

juncture, is psychologically

healthy.

Notwithstanding, it is not a new
magical awakening because "this
society still calls you nigger and treats
you like one", said one commentator.
But the effects of slavery were painful
and
this
assertive
terminology
heightens self-identity and pride. •
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FROM OUR SCHOLARS

Fighting for Democracy
Peter

Anyang’ Nyong’o

I read, with great interest, Issa
Shiyji’s book Fight My Beloved Continent: New Democracy in Africa
published by SAFES Trust. Issa says
he avoided using the title "Cry My
Beloved Continent" because "cry" implies sorrow, sadness and sympathy: in
short passivity and docility. On the
contrary, Africa, and the oppressed in
Africa, must fight in order to survive,
"we must run while they walk" as
Nyerere once said. Fighting is positive
and encouraging: crying is negative
and discouraging.

by
Issa G.

Shivji

Visiting Professor
Public Law

Llni>ersity of Zimbabwe
Professor

Faculty of Law
liniversity •f Dar es salaam

There is no journal, no newspaper,
no conference dedicated to the discussion of the "African crisis" over the
last five years which does not have its
tale of woes. Let us talk of famines, of

droughts, of locusts that are devouring
Africa’s vegetation and the food in the
fields. Let
eases,

us

talk of the incurable dis-

the elephants of poverty and

the pythons of sickness - all of them
have their chapters and verses in
various treatises written on the
"African crisis". Yet very few of such

treatises, including the Lagos Plan of
Action, tell us what the people must
do to

overcome

this crisis. It is not

enough to tell

a

needs

encouragement,

some

tale of

woe

-

Africa
some

hope born out of despair.
Issa Shivji tells us that there was
something positive about independence in Africa. In actual fact, in

the literature of African nationalism
and in the biographies of "the found-

ing fathers",
14

we

talk of the "fight for

independence" and not the "cry for independence". Nobody was engaged in
an
act
of self-deception:
independence was expected to be the
herald of good tidings. If the goodness
has not

all of us, then this is a

come to

challenge to continue fighting for the
noble goals, and not an excuse to sit
back and be pitied. In one area, i.e.
the

birth

societies

as

of
a

national

democratic

negation of colonial

apartheid and oppression, there is still
an urgent need for the
popular masses
to keep on the good fight.

Fight My Beloved Continent, in putting the question of the struggle for
national democratic policies in Africa,
is a timely and well-focused essay. It
answers a few basic
questions that
bother many people. First, why are
African politics prone to be undemocratic
after
independence?
Second, should the struggle for
democracy continue? Third, what
form should this struggle take and
who should wage it? Fourth, what are
the possibilities of realising the national/new
democratic
polity in
Africa?
Michael Chege has quite often
wondered aloud whether there is

something inherent in
that

us as

Africans

with "so much
political oppression, so much cruelty
to ourselves". Our polities are oppreswe

can

put up

sive and undemocratic because somehow we just don’t resist political op-

pression; political oppression
how "fits into"
our

pysches,

our

our

some-

social structures,

cultures,

our

ability

others suffer and yet to "explain
it away" as long as it does not touch us
"as of now". There is a lot of truth in
to see

this, and I think it is
look

an area we

need

carefully into. Nonetheless,
a much more basic point.
The very structure of the African
economies must be our point of
departure in trying to discuss the
various "political forms" that have
emerged in Africa since independence - all of them with various
to

Shivji makes

degrees of authoritarianism and dietatorship as common variables. As
long as the dominant and privileged
social classes need to survive on the
labour of both the peasants and
workers

under purely neo-colonial
conditions, democratic politics will be
hard to come by in Africa. "Parliamentary paraphernalia may continue but without the democratic content of free debate and discussion",

(p.9). In other words, democracy in
fonn "yes"; democracy in content, "no".
To lay the material
basis for
democracy, Africa must industrialise
and industrialise fast. In this regard,
Goran Hyden is right: there cannot be
any shortcut to progress, politically
and economically. But even rapid in-

dustrialisation cannot take place outside the democratic political shell in
the African context at this particular

conjuncture in our history. On
democracy depends the accountability
of the state to society, and on effective
accountability depends the channelling of resources away from various
forms of neo-colonial exploitation
towards national development and
reconstruction. This process constitutes the national democratic revohition

what

or

Shivji

calls

"new

democracy".
The

popular classes

workers, the middle

-

peasants,

strata and ele-

ments of emerging national bourgeoisie (indigenous bankers, hoteliers,

etc.)

-

terests

have

concrete and material in-

to

fight for the national
polity. Among them, of

democratic
course,

will be

some

of those in-

dividuals and groups who, materially
or
ideologically, serve as the "conduit

pipes" of neo-colonialism. These canbe identified a priori; their identity
will only become clear in the process
of struggle as "structural determinetion" of people’s politics has become
not

SAPEM MARCH, 1989

extremely dangerous undertaking
history. As Shiyji clearly points out,
there must be ocular clarity, politically
and ideologically, in waging the struggle for the national democratic
revolution. The end goal must be a naan

in

tional

-

not

ethnic

-

democratic

polity. It must create space for the
development of capitalist productive
forces in a popular democratic state,
not pretend to build socialism on the
back of peasant horses.

I have

few

puzzling questions to
it that socialism appeals
generation of African
nationalists once they assume state
power? Why do all these socialist
ideologues gravitate, rather consistently, towards the creation of nonparticipatory polities? In Shivji’s
book, we have dealt with the question
of democracy and new democracy,
and maybe some more discourse will
follow along similar lines. But I think
a

we

pose. Why is
to the first

need to deal with the

socialism in Africa

once

question of

again, and to

and for all, the following
question: Can .socialism be put on the
agenda of development in Africa
today? If so, how can this be done and
what type of political and economic
answer, once

will

context

socialism?

successfully

nurture

•

CODESRIA BOOK SERIES
Rweyemamu, J. F. (ed. 1981): Industrialization and Income Distribution in Africa (English)
227 pages. 10 US$ = 3.500 FCFA.
-

Yachir, F. (ed. 1981): Technology and Industrialization in Africa (French & English)
pages. 10 US$ = 3.500 FCFA.
Nnoli, Okwudiba, (ed. 1982): Path to Nigerian Development (English)
-

—

264 pages

10 US$

3.500 FCFA.

CODESRIA/ICI, (ed. 1983): Development and Legal Services in Africa (English)
-

—

332

-

-

168

pages

5 US$.

CODESRIA/ICJ (ed. 1983): Developpement et Services Juridiques en Afrique (Francais)
5 US$.

-

Thiombiano, T. (ed. 1984); L’Enclave Industrielle: La Sodete Sucriere de Haute Volta (French)
192 pages - 2.500 FCFA.
-

NEW RELEASE

Ndongko, W. A., (ed. 1985): Economic Cooperation and Integration in Africa (English)
344 pages - 10 US$ = 3.500 FCFA.
Shivji, 1. G. (ed. 1986): The State and the Working People in Tanzania (English)
-

10 US$

=

-

194

-

pages

3.500 FCFA.
\

Mandaza, L, (ed. 1987); Zimbabwe: The Political Economy of Transition (English)
pages - 10 USS = 3.500 FCFA.

-

430

Jemai, H., (ed. 1987): Population et Developpement en Afrique (French & English)
US$10 = 3.000 FCFA.

-

389

pages

FORTHCOMING
Mkandawire T. & Bourenane N. “The State and

Agricultural Development in Africa”;

Igwe B.V.N. & Fadahunsi A. “Capital Goods and Technological Change in Nigeria”.
Orders:

CODESRIA
B.P. 3304
Dakar

Senegal

Orders;

Grassroots Books (Pvt) Ltd.

Africa House
100 Stanley Avenue

Kingstons Bookshop

P.O. Box 2374

Harare

Harare

or

The Editor

Southern African Political Economy Series
Box MP 111
Mount Pleasant
Harare

SAPEM MARCH, 1989

15

LIBERATION MOVEMENTS
Namibia’s Liberation
Mass Media

Struggle and the

Ngila Mwase

Historically, Namibians had

a number of viable traditional ways of pass-

ing

are

‘modern’
include:
•

•

Some, such as hornstill used. Other types of

messages.

blowing,

mass

media

now

available

the ‘colonial’ press;
the ‘critical’ or ‘semi-nationalist’
media exemplified by the church
press;

•

the
SWAPO-led
media.

‘nationalist’

The Colonial Media

The information systems in Namibia
have been handled from South Africa.
The broadcasting services were for

of the South African
Broadcasting Corporation (SABC). A
many years part
new

"autonomous" South West Africa

Broadcasting Corporation (SWABC)
established in 1979. Even then
more than 90% of all its English, German and Afrikaans programmes were

was

prepared by SABC in Johannesburg.
Broadcasting equipment is essentially
manufactured by South Africa and/or
South
African-based
TNC
sidiaries. Some are tailor-made

sub-

by the

copies of twenty-three daily, weekend
and Sunday newspapers printed in
South Africa are sold in Namibia. In
addition 70 000 copies of twenty different South African weekly and

monthly magazines
the territory.

are

distributed in

A domestic TV service was installed
in Namibia in 1981. Its programmes

essentially foreign in content, with
no presentation in local languages.
They do not meet the educational and
are

cultural needs of the masses. Most of
the TV sets are owned by white settiers. About 70% of all technical staff
of the SWABC are South Africans on
secondment from the SABC.
International telephone and telex
facilities transmitting news to and
from Namibia are routed through
South Africa. To a large extent,
Namibia is covered by the international press

from South African-based
correspondents. Such reports are,
therefore, coloured by Pretoria’s
world outlook and the propaganda
surrounding reporting on, and from,
the apartheid state.
The Critical

SABC, from where the most SWABC

or

Semi-Nationalist

Press

technical

personnel are drawn. Of the
eight important broadcasting facilities
used by SWABC in 1983, three were
customer-built by SABC. The system
is, therefore, very much dependent on
South Africa in terms of equipment,
skills and even policy. The Radio Act
of South Africa, for example, is still
applicable to Namibia. A Radio Advisory Board in Namibia is biased
against black interests.
In a futile attempt to win the "minds
and hearts" of the population, and
boost the sagging morale of whites,
the SWABC, which has twenty trans-

mitting stations in Namibia, broadcasts in all the major local languages.
The

newspapers in Namibia are
much white-owned and staffed.
The main one, e.g. The Windhoek Advertiser, are published in Afrikaans,
English and German. About 17 000
very
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Church

publications such as Angelus
and
Onmkiino
(Catholic
Church) and Immanuel and Omukwetii (Lutheran Church) carry articles
in indigenous Namibian languages. As
SWAPO has acknowledged, "while
most of the pages of these church
publications are devoted to religious
matters, they also carry very militant
articles in support of the liberation
struggle and in opposition to apartheid colonialism in Namibia." The
church has provided avenues for "wall

magazines". No wonder the church
press staff have been harassed by the
colonial authorities and the printing
works of the Evangelical Lutheran
Ovambo-Kavango (ELOK) at Oniipa

generally taken

the

only
weekly Windhoek Observer has

anti-apartheid,

paper and two key journalists were
harassed and prosecuted in the early
1980s. Indeed in 1984 the paper was

banned. This

later reversed by the
broadly progressive, independent newspaper. The Namibian,
was

courts. A new

launched in Namibia in August
1985; and despite harassment, it has

was

survived thus far.
The SWAPO Media

The SWAPO press

consists essenradio broadcasting and
newspapers. SWAPO has over the
years broadcast to the Namibian
people in all the major languages from
tially

of

Dar-es-Salaam, Lusaka, Addis Ababa,
Brazzaville, Luanda and Harare.
These radio broadcasts could not be

jammed by South Africa. "Voice of
Namibia" broadcasts help to interpret
the

events

They

in and around Namibia.

colonialists’

counter

anti-

SWAPO
propaganda
and the
trivialities of the SABC and its off-

shoot the

SWABC, and propagate the
progressive ideas of democracy, social
justice, equality and anti-racialism.
These efforts were reinforced by the
UN following
General Assembly
Resolution 3399 (1975) which initiated the setting up in Africa of a
UN radio transmitter operated by
trained Namibians.
SWAPO publishes Namibia Today,
The Combatant and the monthly,
SWAPO

Infonnation Bulletin. These
publications detail SWAPO’s struggle
for independence. Some anti-colonial

in Namibia exists in the form of
semi-legal, mimeographed publications. A number of pamphlets and
press

newsletters from the UN Committee
on

Apartheid and the UN Council for

Namibia
have
nationalist press.

been fire-bombed three times.
Of all the whites’ newspapers

an

anti-colonialist line. No wonder the

reinforced

the

Managing the Mass Media
Most skilled
are

mass

currently

media

staffed

positions
by white
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Namibians and South African personnel. However, through efforts by
SWAPO 2uid the UN Council for

Namibia,

training is being conthe territory. Emphasis has been on the training of

ducted

some

outside

technicians

in

production

and

tenance.

The

radio

programme

equipment

main-

attachment of studio

operators, transmitters, announcers,
neighbouring countries to ac-

etc., to

quire experience will be
for independent Namibia.

very

useful

The SWAPO press is preparing
cadres for various mass media tasks at

independence. A sizeable number of

A restructured

mass

media service

in independent Namibia should be a
medium of information, education,

advertisement, opinion shaping and
recreation.
ministrative

Information

reforms,

on

ad-

development

programmes, agricultural extension
services and political developments
can
be disseminated through the
press.

The importance of the media in

the mobilisation of the people, in
adult and continuing education, cannot be over-emphasized. The media
can ease and
improve the conduct of
economic activities particularly with
the outside world.

SWAPO cadres are engaged in
various mass media functions espe-

Conclusion

cially in Angola and Zambia under
the overall guidance of SWAPO’s
Department of Information and
Publicity, which may be available to
manage the media apparatus in independent Namibia. Journalism is one
field where there is relatively greater
scope for on-the-job training.

Two basic press traditions have
developed in Namibia - a colonial and
a
nationalist press. The former is
either owned and manned by the
colonial authorities or by elements
toeing the official line and it disseminates colonialist political propaganda.

An important field which is often
neglected in many new nations is national archives. Important documents,
rare

films, historical newsreels and inprogrammes are often not

teresting

traceable. SWAPO has

begun to iden-

tify and train staff for this task. Some
have begun to collect materials for the
archives. This could be reinforced by
the work being done by the Information and Documentation Division of
the UN Institute for Namibia.

The latter is an instrument for the inculcation of nationalist sentiment.

Despite efforts by the colonialists to
a tight hold on news organisations in Namibia, SWAPO and
maintain

her allies have been able to foster

anti-colonialist, nationalist media inside

and outside Namibia. These
should provide a good foundation for
the development of a free and inde-

pendent

press at independence. Such
press may be expected to be for the
Government through not necessarily
a

of it, to speak for Government, but
without being a mouthpiece. It has an
added responsibility - speaking for
the masses to Government. But its

overwhelming responsibility ought to
philosophy.

be the nation and its
A

proffvssive press identifies itself
aspirations of the masses
of the people and in general supports a Government responsive to
such aspirations. A SWAPO-led
Namibia will uphold the freedom
of the press. Such a press will be
free to criticise or publicise any
shortcomings or failures of individual leaders or the community
at large. It will demonstrate that
decisions on nation-building are a
matter offree discussion. The press
will hope to ensure that the
people’s will is both said and seen
with the

to

be paramount. •

ties are being sponsored by South
Africa and others bent on undermin-

ing and blocking SWAPO’s victory imperialism is rearing the egg of discord. For the progressive popular forces of national liberation, it is clear
now that the
politics of armed struggle
must also encompass the politics of
the national democratic revolution.
The present trend of events also indicates that the demise of racist settler
colonialism in South Africa is not only
inevitable but indeed imminent. The
liberation movement in Southern
Africa needs to rethink its position. •

Map of Namibia
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Politics of Africa’s Economic

Stagnation

by Richard Sandbrook
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1985)

conclude that where the state has

Reviewed

by Anyang’ Nyong’o
(African Academy of Sciences - Nairobi)

Every now and again, I visit the
Prestige Bookshop in Nairobi to look
at the latest publications in Africa and
I am always surprised. As Dame
Karen Blixen once said, "there is always something new from Africa." In
the world of writing and publications,
more
Africans are writing about
Africa these days than was the case in
the seventies, and more publishing
ventures are springing up aeross the
continent
a
healthy sign indeed.
SAPES, of course, is just one of these.
In Nairobi alone, we now have many
-

more

monthlies and

weeklies,

many

specialised publishing houses
than we ever had before. The dependence on Longmans, MacMillans et al,
is definitely being loosened, hence the
progressive move towards self-

more

reliance.
When
I
Sandbrook’s

picked

important question but only provides
hackneyed explanations. The now
fashionable "Marxist bashing" does
not help either, nor do the occasional
jabs at "dependency theory" advance
the quest for an explanation. There
false statements made which a
careful
look
at
Africa’s
socioeconomic data would have corrected.
are

Take, for example, the short supply of
"skilled indigenous manpower". This is
contentious, especially with reference
to such countries as Egypt, Nigeria,
Kenya and even Uganda. Another
question to ask: skills with reference
to which sectors of the economy? Or,
why are certain skills "mis-mobilised"?

Regarding the "imperialism bashing" that Sandbrook blames the left in
Tanzania
now

gone

of

the

for, 1 think the debate has
way beyond mere recitation

"litany of imperialism’s
depredations" (p.28). The struggles
that have been waged by the students,
workers, peasants and professionals
since the late seventies, analysed in
detail by Shivji, Campbell, Mapolu

has been

and others, illustrate this. Even the
crises within Chama Cha Mapinduzi
show quite clearly that the politicos

on

the market for

over

three

and yet I had not seen or read it.
A small paper back edition of 180
pages cost me Kenya Shillings 188,50,
i.e. a shilling a page plus an extra 8,50
Shillings for the cover and all that!
But I eagerly bought it and read it in
the plane from Nairobi to Harare.
Verdict: I had paid too much for what
I read. Reason: There is really nothing
years

new

here.

longer sit back and feel
protected by "imperialism bashing".
History is being made in Tanzania in a
way that the static analyses of scholars
like Sandbrook simply cannot capture.
can

no

Is the issue

really to seek to "justify"
capitalist development in the Ivory
Coast
or Kenya for that matter - or
is the issue to analyse it and seek to
understand which way it is going?
(p.29). Are western scholars concerned about recommending appropriate socio-economic systems for
-

The first

chapter begins imaginaquotation from Okot p’
Bitek’s Song of Prisoner but then it
goes ahead to betray the freshness
and originality of Okot p’ Bitek by
repeating, ad nauseum, the litany of

Africa

Africa’s

of

tively with

a

that both the World
Bank and the Economic Commission
for Africa throw at us everyday. So,
the first chapter passes by as déja vu.
woes

"Why Capitalism Fails", the subject
matter of the second chapter, asks an
SAPEM MARCH, 1989

sue-

cessfully

Richard
book. The Politics of
Africa’s Economic Stagnation, part of
the Cambridge series on "African
Society Today" edited by Robin
Cohen, I was surprised that this book
up

capitalise on them. But this requires a strong state,," (p.29). Given
the definition of "state" in the "glossary" and Sandbrook’s notion of a
strong state with illustrations from the
histories of capitalist development
elsewhere (Western Europe, Japan,
South East Asia), one is tempted to
even

BOOKS

or

is their honest mission that

"laying bare" social

processes so

that readers can be able to distinguish
between appearance and reality.
Sandbrook says that "consistent and
shrewd policy can mitigate the ine-

qualities of the world

economy or

superintended capitalist
development that state must, ipso
facto, be a strong state. Perhaps David
Landes

would,

in

Prometheus, offer

a

the Unbound
different cxplana-

tion. Why was Britain the first to industrialisc in Western Europe and

why did that particular form of

.state
differ from Hitler’s Germany? In
other words, the question is not just to
do with the strength of the state, but
the class alliances within the state

which, faced with the task of estabfishing an "enabling environment" for
industrialisation, create a certain form
of class rule in a specific period of
capitalist development.

Capitalism fails because peasants
only marginally involved in the
national market and political fife",
(p.39). Here I would like to hand

"arc

Sandbrook

dani

over

to

Mahmood Mam-

whom he doesn’t refer

- and
Goran Hydcn - whose nyayo he follows. Peasant society is the bedrock of
both the African economy and the
-

to

African

policy. That the interests of

peasants
are
marginalised when
decisions are made regarding the
share and distribution of surplus accumulation

(development) only means

that, politically, peasants

are a

weak

social force to reckon with.

They are weak not because they arc
inherently weak, but because they are
mobilised into the arena of politics on
political terrains and agenda of other
social classes, internal and external.
What is

politics? How do Africans
today engage in politics - or fight their
political battles? I find Sandbrook’s
notion of politics in Africa very limiting. The issue is simply not between
"tribe and class", that is a narrow and

hopeless debate. Obviously "tribe" and
"class” are real social categories in
African politics and social processes,
but they are not the alpha and omega
of both. The struggle to influence
state power, to determine how public
policies

are made, to offer ideas
regarding models of accumulation, to
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one’s interest on how surpluses
shared and distributed involves

Obviously analysing The Politics of
Africa’s Economic Stagnation should

churches, trade unions, professional

take the external dimensions into account and bring out their dialectical
relations with the internal ones. Jackson and Rosberg have given us a full
dose of what "personal rule" is in

assert
are

organisations, banks, journalists, aid
agencies, donors, imperialist stooges,
armies, etc. All these are vigorous actors in African politics, and the thing
cannot simply be limited to tribes and
classes, either as defined by Marxists
or

Sandbrookists.

It is

interesting that, in his discuspolitics in Africa, the term
"democracy" doesn’t even feature.
Democracy
features
only with
reference
to
"competitive party
politics" (pp.85-6) and, rather belatedly, as "a way out" from the crisis
(p.l57). We ourselves have argued
that the struggle for democracy is part
and parcel of the struggle for developsion of

ment in Africa, and we do not see the
African people as "marginal actors" in
this process. Nor do we want to join

the international choir of singing
African woes, and chorusing the need
for democratic political processes
without

analysing what such processes
involve in the context of our time.

Africa. Another

description of how
presidents rise and stay in power in
Africa is interesting but not terribly illuminating - unless, of course, it
brings out the detailed historical data
that

we so

often lack when confronted

with the global generalisations that
befit "grand theories". I want to know

why the US Government has

sup-

ported Mobutu for so long while they
were so quick to ditch Lumumba and
to

make life difficult for Qadafi.
Students of African

politics are entitled to know why the environment
nurtures, tolerates or cohabits with
presidential
authoritarianism
in
Africa in spite of its rather "destructive tendencies" (chapter 6). The explanation must not be sought simply
"from
the
summit"
(weak
bureaucracies,
corruption, strong

etc.), but also "from below" (see
Popular Struggles for Democracy in
Africa).
men,
our

To conclude, let me go back to
where I began, with a note of hope
rather than despair. I think one positive outcome of the crisis is that it is
us to make hard choices, to
think more clearly and to take bolder
initiatives in writing about ourselves.
Within this framework, and in this

forcing

context, we must learn to see through
so-called new paradigms which sueceed more in convoluting issues rather
than posing fresh and challenging

questions and hypotheses. In this
regard, we are perhaps better off
reading the classics of western social
which

science

looked

those

at

societies

seriously rather than going
through "fresh discoveries" of the
"Africanist tradition" which take
around the bend
to

where

we

ready knew and
know!

only to bring

started

-

us

with what

more

than

we

us

back

we

al-

don’t

•

Machel of Mozambique
Iain Christie
Zimbabwe

Publishing House
by Jacques Depelchin
(Centre for African Studies, Maputo)
Reviewed

The author and publishers must be
applauded for having brought out a
biography of the late President
Machel, but one wishes the sale price

had been lowered to make it
cessible to a larger audience.

more ac-

The author, Iain Christie, came to
Tanzania in 1970, and met Samora in
1971. As he explains in the preface, he

The

publication of this book is a
but nevertheless, significant
voice in the midst of the apartheid imposed media ban, which the major
western media have happily backed.
By reprinting the messages that were
exchanged between Winnie Mandela
and Gra^a Machel, the author also illustrates how the silencing of popular
leaders cannot but steel the unity of
the peoples of Southern Africa, and
small,

immediately decided that he wanted
to write Machel’s biography. This
early decision probably accounts for
the quality of the book. Although
described by the author as "a preliminary effort to place the life of Samora

which is

Machel in its broader historical and

to weave

political context", it is more than one
might have expected from such an initial attempt, especially if one considers that the book was written between the end of October 1986 and

April 1987.
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their resolve to overthrow a system
a crime against humanity.
The book is divided into three parts

of

unequal length. Christie’s attempt
the chronology and major
themes of Samora’s life is reasonably
successful, especially within the constraints of a preliminary work. Because
of his position within the
Mozambican media and his early
decision to write a biography, Christie

is

able

provide an account of
refreshingly personal
(excerpts from one to one conversations), well informed, and yet, at
times,
disappointingly superficial
when it comes to analysis.
to

Samora which is

The

disappointment stems not so
analysis itself as from

much from the

the

awareness

that

Christie’s

knowledge of the empirical record
should have led him to produce a
more critical analysis. Still, although
focused on Samora, the book does
add to our understanding of the historical roots of the solidarity between
SAPEM MARCH, 1989

FRELIMO and

TANU, and between

ZAPU, FRELIMO and
TANU/CCM. Colonel All Mafudh (a
ZANU,

key Tanzanian protagonist in the
defeat of the Portuguese Gordian
Knot offensive) provides new interesting information on an aspect of the
war which is very well known, but
whose details have been kept from the
public knowledge for too long.
The question I would like to raise is
simply this: whether it is possible to
produce a critical biography which
will not be s^en as a "negative" assessment, particularly in the current context of Southern Africa where political
battle lines are so sharply drawn.
For those who have

closely followed
Mozambique, it is hard
to forget that within hours of the
tragic assassination, there was all
kinds of speculation, especially from
the western media, as to the "real"
causes of the accident, some suggesting that the Soviets themselves were
the events in

behind

the

whole

scheme,

relationship that developed between
the various poles of power, and bethese and President Samora

tween

needs more analysis than is provided
by Christie. And even if one assumes
that the reason for dismissing the
Minister was indeed his scorning of
the people’s initiative, one wonders
why Frelimo waited until the 1983
fourth Congress to officially sanction
more support to family production in
agriculture. From my own rccollection, the realisation that the family
sector had been given a raw deal did

clear that Christie could

touching

on

not

avoid

these issues, and the

he does leaves

way

unsatisfied.

one

The recent second extraordinary
conference of the party held in

Maputo in July 1988 indicates that this

question

beyond the person of
a satisfactory answer
is continuing to be sought by trying to
ensure that those who are supposed to
be represented by the organs of
power, are indeed truly represented.
goes

Samora, and that

This kind of discussion could take

point out that before dominating combine harvester technology, it was crucial to dominate the hoe. He was al-

place in great part because of the conhistorical experiences which
Frelimo has gone through, and those
experiences, as Marcclino dos Santos
pointed out during the eulogy at

luding to the fact that simple tools like
the hoe, the machete, were not getting

chel.

sink in until 1981-82, not in 1978,
when President Samora began to
not

to the

Crete

President Samora’s funeral, cannot be
divorced from the life of Samora Mac-

peasants.
In the

section

on

"The Road to

Mbuzini", Christie argues, quite conSamora had been
forced on the defensive, and that in

vincingly, that

this kind of situation it is difficult not
to find oneself constantly responding

others

saying that, well, somehow President
Samora had called it upon himself,
thereby echoing the threats which the

rather than
trast to

the

taking the initiative, a conpost-Gordian Knot offen-

South African Minister of Defence,

sivc in 1972. But it could also be

Magnus Malan, himself had made
against the Mozambican President
only a few days before October 19,

gued, as Carlos Cardoso (Director of
Agencia de Informagä de Mo^ambique) once did, that the period from

1986.

Nkomati

The

context

Samora

in

which

assassinated, plus the
knowledge that his death was going to
benefit his worst enemy, makes it even
difficult to raise critical questions about Machel which may seem
more

offensive, impertinent or trivial in
comparison with his achievements and
the magnitude of the crime.
Christie does raise critical

ques-

tions, the most important being the
extent to

which President Samora

was

personally responsible for

some of the
policy failures. The answer he gives is
too apologetic, as demonstrated by his
discussion of the policy toward the
peasant farmer (p.l38). The dismissal
of the then Minister of Agriculture,
Joaquim de Carvalho, contained elements
of personal vindictiveness
which
the
official
explanation,
reproduced here by the author, seems
to deny.

For a party like Frelimo which has
been characterised by unusual unity
and a sense of collective direction, the
SAPEM MARCH, 1989

Mbuzini

the

was

weakness of the

equivalent of the Gordian Knot offensive in that it sought to bring Mozambicans to their knees. Yet, neither the
signing of the Nkomati Accord, nor

I

the

President

was

to

ar-

1 have chosen this passage

it

best

illustrates

the

because
visible

most

book, and one which,
believe, could have been avoided. It

conveys the impression that wherever
there were failures. President Samora

understood
anyone

them

else. This

the situation

well

may

was not

be

ahead
so,

of

but why

remedied

cannot

be

explained by simply saying "but the
government bureaucracy did nothing
to remedy the situation". (p.l39) After
all. President Samora presided over
this government bureaucracy, as well
as over

It is
must

Frelimo.

a hard question to ask, but one
ask it: Given his stature, his

achievements,, his

power, how does
one account for the fact that decisions
taken by the Party, the government,

would not be implemented, even after
Samora worked hard for them, as he
did in the case of the famous offensives against the state apparatus. Even
if the author were to argue that the
book has a more limited objective, it is

assassination at Mbuzini suececded. Indeed, it is as if the South

Africans,

having

realised
that
produce the expected result, went for the most drasNkomati

did

not

tic elimination of

one

of their

most

transigent foes. This scenario, if

in-

cor-

rect, would
Samora had

seem to suggest that
managed to gain more
breathing space, and that, with the
help of the Frontline States, he was
getting out of the defensive stance.

It is

going to take sometime before

assess
and measure the
achievements of Samora, but the way
in which Frelimo has survived his own
death can be seen as the best living

one

can

testimony of Samora. Hopefully, what
will be remembered is that he fought
for an idea, and that idea has not been
killed. Christie’s book is more than a
contribution to that struggle, it is an

encouragement to continue and emu.
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late, in our own limited and different
Samora’s exemplary life. •

ways,
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ARTS AND CULTURE

Andre Brinks
Literature

Speaks On South African

Chenjerai Hove
Dissident

Afrikaner

writer

and

professor of modern literature at
Rhodes University in South Africa,
Andre Brink, passed through Harare
on his way to Lusaka. He had a few
incisive comments to make about
literature in the South African context, the Afrikaner

mentality as experienced by himself and the new role
of writers as information disseminators in the present South African

clamp down

on journalists.
ex-

under the veil
of the Afrikaner mentality whose
apartheid ghost has haunted the world
up

since 1948 when President Henricke
Verwoerd started implementing the

apartheid policies of the Nationalist
Party.
"I know the terrifying world, the
restrictions under which the Afrikaner

lives," he declared to

an

audience of

writers, friends and journalists who
had

come

together to welcome Andre

Brink to Harare.
The

tall,

bespectacled,

smooth-

voiced, 54-year-old writer glowed with
a

deep

sense
described the

of rebellion
conditions

as

in

he
his

Africa. As an
Afrikaner dissident writer along with
J. M. Coetzee and Breytenbach, he
homeland.

has become

South

important pillar of the
socio-literary trio which has given
Afrikaner

an

readers

an

alternative

literature to the

they are

pro-apartheid stuff
accustomed to.

Born of Afrikaner stock in

a

small

South African

village. Brink went to
study in France at the age of twentyfour. This was a turning point, giving
him exposure to people and the world
beyond the laager (enclosure) of
apartheid: "my stay in France led to a
useful

encounter

open up to

which

made

me

debate with fellow South

Africans, black and white. I realised
things could be seen from a different
SAPEM MARCH, 1989

A

regime and use it to express a new and
positive personality of the Afrikaner.
the

On

Dry White Season

question of censorship,

Brink thinks writers

Author

of A

Dry White Season,
recently filmed in Zimbabwe, Brink
has written extensively on the human
condition in South Africa in his eight
novels (Looking on Darkness, A Chain
of Voices, An Instant in The Wind,
Rumours of Rain, The Wall of Plague,
The Ambassador and The

Andre Brink has had first hand

perience of growing

perspective to what I had been
brought up on," he says.

read

by millions

across

Dissident)

the world.
«

Afrikaner writer
writes with a deep sense of apathy,
especially after being involved in the
military call-up. Some of them are disgusted with the system, but others are
still supportive of the apartheid
regime." Brink points out that many
"Today’s

young

Afrikaners write of their homosexual

experiences, failing to relate to the issues they are facing in the political life

better

are

in

much

a

position compared to jour-

nalists. This is because in 1979, in the
shadow of the Soweto

uprising, and
coming of the rightwing governments of Margaret Thatcher
and
Ronald Reagan from which the
Afrikaners drew support, many South
African writers gave the government
the ultimatum: remove censorship or
we go underground. The government
responded by dismissing the government Chief Censor, removing the censorship laws and stopping direct intereference with literary production.
the

"But

even

then, black writers

al-

arc

off. In South Africa black
always beaten, tortured,
and imprisoned," he says.

ways worse
writers are

harassed

Child of Three Traditions

of the country.
Andre
"Will

Afrikaans, the language of oppression described in the 1976 Soweto

uprising

as ‘tasting like poison in the
mouth of the oppressed’, survive after

apartheid is dead?" Brink was asked.
Language Greater Than Ideology?
In reflective

mood. Brink responds
passionate gesture: "The Ianguage (Afrikaans) is greater than the
ideology of apartheid. Afrikaans
developed as a new language to express the new experience when people
of European origin came to Africa.
But unfortunately, the concept of the
Afrikaner is monopolised by the
minority. Afrikaans has been made
into a tool of oppression and exploitation," says Brink.
with

Brink

himself

sees

as

a

product of the three literary traditions
of South African
African languages,
South Africa and

literature:

the

the English of
the

Afrikaans

literary expression which has always
been

conformist

and

fostered

a

chauvinistic, oppressive national iden-

tity.

a

"When I write I have in mind the
Afrikaner mentality, the Afrikaner
who is secluded from reality," he

points out. Andre Brink believes it is
the role of writers like himself to

humanise the Afrikaans language, to
grab the language from the apartheid

"When other media

are

restricted,"

Brink, "writers can take on the
roje of disseminating information. In

says

South Africa access to information is
difficult.
In
this
circumstances,

writers,

poets,

playwrights

and

novelists can assume a new role
writers are vitally important."

-

Brink thinks that the sport

and culboycott must be imposed, but it
must be
selective. The apartheid
regime, says Brink, knows how to exploit those they invite to South Africa,
tural

anybody invited must weigh their
influencing the systern or being influenced.
so

chances of either
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Andre Brink does not see any role
for the apolitical writer in South
Africa. With visible annoyance, Brink
believes it is falacious and pretentious
for a writer in South Africa to be
‘neutral’. "As a human being, a citizen,
I have a duty, to do something practical for the people, I have obligations.
If an individual comes to me telling
me that he is hungry, I can’t give him a
book. I have to assist in the best possible way. Maybe the book is not as

powerful as we would like to think."

%

Creativity and Oppression
One questioner asks, "creativity suffers in the oppressive system because

people tend to write more directly
about their concrete everyday issues,
fighting apartheid. Do you agree with
this view expressed by renowned
poet/novelist Lewis Nkosi?"
Brink, in sombre mood, brushes this
an unprecedented explosion of creativity in South Africa aside. "There is

creativity in poetry, theatre, music,
photography. I have seen many lasting
pieces of literature coming out of that

oppressive

situation.

As

for

Afrikaner writer and his apathy,
is a terrible situation," he says.
As

the
that

he

exchanges autographed
copies of his book, A Dry White
Season, the last words from that book
come to mind, words from a serious
writer who realises the limitations of
his work: "Perhaps all one can really

hope, all I

am

entitled to, is

no more

than this: to write it down. To report
what I know. So that it will not be possible for any man ever to say again: ‘I
knew nothing about it.’" •
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SPORTS AND POLITICS
Soccer Players
of Apartheid

in the Frontline: The Lure

Thabo Phiri

The recent ‘defection’ of six Zam-

bian soccer players to South Africa
has brought to light a phenomenon
that has been going on over the past
four years largely unnoticed by the
media and anti-apartheid organisations.
The recruitment

of players from

Swaziland.

Lesotho,

Botswana,

Malawi and Zambia has had an adverse effect on the strength of their
teams at club and national levels and
caused considerable political embarrassment to the governments of these
countries.
drain of talent from these
countries is mainly a function of the
weakness of their economies and, in
The

their outright dependence
Africa. Countries like
Botswana and Swaziland, all part of
the
Pretoria-dominated Southern
African Customs Union, have their
economies inextricably linked to that

some
on

cases,

South

of their white-ruled partner. These
countries have historically been a
reservoir of cheap labour for the
South African economy and footbailers have joined the queue for the
rand.

Zambia, arguably the strongest socnation in the region, is currently

cer

by the exodus of
players to South Africa. There are no
fewer than ten Zambian players in the
the

hardest hit

South

African

National

Soccer

League (NSL) including former national

players Albert Bwalya, John

Mwanza, Bizwell Phiri and Keegan
Mumba. It is no coincidence that this

happens at a time when Zambia
dire

economic

straits.

In

is in

their

desperation to belong to the international sporting community. South
African authorities are very liberal in
granting working permits for players
from surrounding independent states.
Embarrassing for Zambia
Given Zambia’s vociferous opposition to apartheid and its current chair¬
SAPEM MARCH, 1989

manship of the Frontline States, this
development is most embarrassing.
The Zambian authorities concede

that

there is nothing they can do beyond
dissuasion and condemnation to stop
individuals from playing in South
Africa. What makes it difficult for the
Zambians to put a stop to this is the
fact that players find their way to
South Africa via Swaziland.

Malawi, the only independent black

diplomatic relations
despite being
favourably disposed to the white
government, been most worried by the
number of its top players who have
been lured by lucrative offers from
top South African clubs.
state

with full

with

Pretoria

has,

Malawi lost nearly all
players to South
prominent being
captain Jack Chamangwana, Clifton
Msiya, Barnett Gondwe, Frank Sinalo
and the Malunga brothers, Holman
and Kennedy. Recently, their national
goalkeeper, John Dzimbiri, joined the
Bloemfontein side Magic Curl Celtic.
At

one

stage,

of its national team
Africa with the most

The resultant weakening of the national team coupled with a threat
from FIFA to ban for life players in
South Africa has compelled the
Malawi sports authorities to recall
most
of
the
players.
Malawi

apologised to FIFA on behalf of its
recalcitrant players and got them pardoned by the world soccer controlling
body.

level have

club

courage

combined to dis-

the poaching of its top

players.

encouraging development from
point of view is the increasing number of players that are
being signed to play professional football in Europe. In Southern Africa,
this offers an opportunity for the best
players to play in the more profe§An

black Africa’s

and

sional

lucrative

European

leagues.
overseas option is only
select few. For as long as
players in Southern African black
states get financial rewards that are
pitiful compared with their counterparts in South Africa, the talent drain

But

this

open to a

will continue.
To

by

a

appreciate the temptation faced
talented but impecunious player

in Malawi

or

Zambia,

one

has to

ex-

amine sponsorship levels in South
African professional soccer. League
and cup competitions in South Africa
are

probably the most highly spon-

sored in the continent. The Castle
First Division League, for example
has a sponsorship of R365 000,00
which is more than the total of all

sponsored competitions in Zimbabwe.
Other tournaments are sponsored
by BP and Shell, Ohlssons Lager,
John Player Special and First National
Bank
an affiliate of Barclays Bank.
The South African government offers
generous tax relief to companies for
sponsorship of sport.
-

Zimbabwe So Far An

Exception

Only Zimbabwe in the sub-region
to have escaped the clutches of
marauding South African soccer

seems

question is for how
long. It must not be forgotten that
before independence a number of top
players from the then Rhodesia
played for Soweto clubs.

scouts

but the

Zimbabwe’s firm and unequivocal
stand against apartheid and the rela-

tively healthy sponsorship of soccer at

The top clubs are also well sponsored. To give a few examples - Orlando Pirates (Chibuku), Iwisa Kaiser
Chiefs (Premier Milling), Moroka
Swallows (Mobil) and Mamelodi Sundowns (Standard Chartered Bank).
These clubs are therefore able to offer
salaries far in excess of those attainable in neighbouring black states.
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Sports and Cultural Boycott
The sports and cultural boycott
which has been imposed by the international community as one of the
means

to

force

change in South

Africa, hurts the rulers of this sports
crazy country very much. Why, one
might
ask,
should
black
administrators of a sport predominantly
played and supported by blacks, violate the boycott by luring players from
independent states?
The answer to this question exposes
the ambivalent attitude of black soccer

administrators in South Africa to

the

boycott. While they realise the
political imperatives of the boycott
and are opposed to rebel tours by representative sides like those

organised
by rugby and cricket authorities,
fierce competition between the major
clubs drives officials to extend their
tentacles beyond South African borders in search of players.
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Their view is that while they will not
entertain rebel representative teams,

poverished but highly talented cricketers being tempted to
accept huge

individual players, like miners and

amounts

other

Africa.

workers

countries, have

from

a

neighbouring
right to earn a living
Even on this point,

in South Africa.
the NSL has been inconsistent. Its officials have come under
heavy
criticism from militant organisations
like Azapo for supporting an annual
match between a South African team
and one of foreign-born

players who

play in South Africa.
What irks black political activists
about this ‘international’ is
its sponsorship by that
propaganda
arm of the
ruling National Party -

SABC/TV.

After a rebel tour by West Indian
cricketers about four years ago, the
West Indian Cricket Board of Control
ruled that every Test player would be

guaranteed
000,00 per

annum.

designed to

counter the threat of im-

a

minimum

This

of

US25

was

clearly

tour South

The black states have to

give their

top players a fair degree of material
security either in the form of employment or decent wages and bonuses.
The reality is that as long as their footbailers are poorly paid and face an insecure future after their
playing days
are
an

even more

of money to

over,

offer

j
|

they will fmd it hard to resist
play in South Africa.

to

Ironically

post-apartheid South
fully integrated into
community will pose
a greater threat to the
ability of black
states in the sub-region to retain
top
players than exists at present. Now is
a

Africa which is
the internationell

the time for the black states to take
the necessary measures before the
current trickle turns into a flood when
South Africa is liberated. •

I
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Moreover, scientific research and discoveries in the

underdeveloped countries (UDCs)
innovations and the human

The Editor invites contributions and reactions to the
various items in this column. Directors of research centres,
scholars and academics are invited to send regular reports
on

conferences, seminars and research in

progress

in the

social sciences in Southern Africa.

SAFES Seminar Series
The second SAFES

Monthly Seminar was held at the
Holiday Inn on 28 February, 1989. Professor
Nzongola-Ntalaja of Howard University, Washington,
D.C., presented a paper entitled "The African Crisis: The
Way Out". The Seminar, noted for its involving discussions,
was attended
by participants drawn from numerous
academic institutions in Southern Africa and beyond.
Keeping abrpst with contemporary discourses on the
African crisis. Professor Ntalaja’s paper located the cause
of African economic stagnation in the political malaise
which is generally characterised by authoritarian culture.
While not postulating any specific prescriptions, the tone
of the paper clearly indicated that the "way out" will largely
be found in political changes that can guarantee pluralism
of opinion and therefore democratic participation in the
political process by the people, how this can be achieved
Harare

still remains undefined. It was evident from the discussions
which followed the presentation that there is growing
I

I

about the tremendous faith

placed in the "popular
major force of change. Evidence is
undoubtedly lacking to show that left on their own, peasant
popular uprisings and other social movements would lead
to democratic and progressive change. More often than
not, they have been hijacked by other predatory classes in
the struggle. What was also conspicuous in the discussion
was the almost cautious, if somewhat abrupt, dismissals of
the relevance of class to the question of development.
There is a growing tendency in social sciences these day to
deal with social categories as given. Perhaps this is part of
concern

masses" in Africa

as a

the African Crisis!

Technology Policies
One aspect which is crucial in
but apparently least studied is

the process of development
the question of technology
policies in Sub-Saharan Africa. Technology policies for
development in Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe
was the theme of the paper
presented by Hasa Mlawa of
the Institute of Development Studies of the University of
Dar-es-Salaam, at the Oasis Motel

on

3 March, 1989.

According to Mlawa’s findings, none of the four countries
covered in the study have comprehensive technology
policies for development. The reasons for the apparent
failure to design and implement coherent and systematic
technology policies for development, so Mlawa argued,
were largely due to the nature of the economies of the
countries in question, growing resource weakness,
particularly financial, technical and managerial capacity,
and lack of a clear and proper perspective about how to
integrate, through policy and planning means, technology
with other inputs in the context of the development process.
Consequently, many countries of the so-called developing
world opt for technology transfer - usually with the main
aim of acquiring least cost production technology.
SAPEM MARCH, 1989

are not

carried to

capacity is geared
merely towards the creation of a body of knowledge.
As was to be expected, reaction to the above eonclusions
was rigorous. One area which aroused a
protracted debate
was the question of control and ownership of the means of
production in UDCs, the role of the state and the
transnational corporations (TNCs) in either "arresting"
technological development or directing the path of
technologieal development in Africa. It was noted, for
instance, that the technology transfer, through
sub-contracting from TNCs, can greatly influence the
technology development policies. This, however, also
depends on the foreign curreney earning of an individual
resource

country.

Many a nation, with windfall foreign currency earnings,
squandered their fortunes without making headway in
the field of technology. One fundamental question
remained unresolved, and that is the issue of strategies to
has

be

adopted in an attempt to overcome overwhelming
technological dependence of UDCs on the TNCs of the
north. Like the overall African crisis the technology
problem may have to await major political changes to come.
Scholars who would like to participate in the SAFES
Seminar Series on Southern Africa should send their papers
the address listed below. The paper

should not he more
twenty-five pages long and the authors are requested to
send an abstract of not moredlian 250 words to:
Mapopa Chipeta
to

than

SAFES Seminar Series
Mass Media House
P.O. BoxMPlll

Mount Pleasant
Harare

Zimbabwe
The fourth seminar will be held

on

31st

March, 1989, and

thb

topic for discussion will be Democracy and the
One-Party States Debate in Africa: The Case of Zimbabwe.

Reports
A

on

Other Conferences

training seminar on Co-ordinating Research on Effects

of South African Destabilisation Policies in Southern
Africa was held on 20-24 February in Harare. The training

seminar

was organised by the Zimbabwe Institute of
Development Studies, to study ways and means of
launching research programmes on the economic effects of

South African destabilisation in Southern Africa.

Participants were drawn from various academic institutions
in Angola, Botswana, Lesotho, Mozambique, Swaziland,
Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe, including the Liberation
Movements. The five-day conference dwelt on the analysis
of the phenomenon of destabilisation, ways of
counter-acting the destabilisation policies of South Africa
and exploring possibilities of joint researches and research
priorities amongst the various institutions in the SADCC
region.
The meeting also noted that while apartheid was an
internal phenomenon in South Africa, destabilisation was
both an internal and external phenomenon which was a
strategy for the Pretoria regime to perpetuate itself; and yet
the two phenomena are two sides of the same coin: namely
racism. It was also observed that the apartheid Pretoria
27

regime has done untold damage in Southern Africa,
particularly in Angola and Mozambique.
The meeting agreed that as long as apartheid exists, very
insignificant socio-economic development will be realised
in the countries of Southern Africa, whether singly or
collectively. The Namibian situation was also discussed and
the emerging evidence indicates that South Africa is
preparing to rig the forthcoming implementation of UN
Resolution 435 through various tactics such as intimidation,
amassing armies inside or close to Namibia and sowing
seeds of discord among groups so as to precipitate
subversion on post-independent Namibia. The conference
condemned such manoeuvres and called upon the
international community to bring pressure to bear on South
Africa

so as

to

facilitate free and fair elections in Namibia.

Furthermore, the researchers noted with deep

concern
South Africa’s constant refusal to admit independent
observers during the Namibian elections and
decolonization process as a whole.
On the contribution of researchers to the liberation

World Bank reports of improving economic conditions
result of greater economic liberalisation, particularly

as a

in the

agricultural sector, was good news for both recipient
governments and donor agencies. Agricultural output
increased in the order of 20 to 30% in the 1987/88 season
in

some SADCC countries and Gross Domestic Product
had risen 4,6%, overtaking the population growth rate of

3,3% for the first time in

participants agreed to work and co-ordinate their research
efforts on a regional basis and designated the Zimbabwe
Institute of Development Studies as the Co-ordinating

context

of South Africa’s destabilisation.

•

An

export

pre-financing revolving fund for SADCC

manufacturers;
•

An

•

An investment and

export credit facility with the aim of making SADCC
exporters more competitive in international markets;

export fund financed by NORDIC
products going to that area of the world;
Tightening of macro-economic management meaning
less bureaucracy for both importers and exporters;
states

•

•

for

Exchange rate adjustments bringing better rates for
currencies against SADCC currencies;
Easing of exchange control regulations allowing more
western currency movement through SADCC
western

•

economies;
•

Eastern and Southern Africa

ten-day UNESCO-sponsored training workshop for
economists, organised by the Zimbabwe Institute of
Development Studies (ZIDS), was held in Harare on 20
February-3 March, 1989. Participants were drawn from
Botswana, Kenya, Lesotho, Swaziland, Tanzania, Uganda,
Zambia and Zimbabwe. The workshop centred on the
theme "Methods of Approach in the Analysis of National,
Regional and Inter-regional Strategies for Economic
Growth and Development in Africa", and covered a wide
range of topics, including the growth and development of
economic policies, technological and scientific
development policies and the economic growth of the
continent, the economic crisis in Africa, and teaching and

SADCC

were the key documents exchanged between
representatives of the nine SADCC states and donor
nations during the conference. The restructuring changes
encompassed the establishment of;-

Training for Economic Management in
A

many

adjustments

Centre for the South African Destabilisation Research

Project. Areas identified for research are the Namibian
decolonisation process, culture, education, communication
including mass media, transport and energy; all in the

long period. For

economies to foreign capital investment and trade.
Lists of national and regional trade and investment

struggle in Southern Africa, the meeting agreed that there
is need to do further research on South Africa’s
destabilisation tactics and the impact on the majority-ruled
countries of Southern Africa. In this regard, the

a

governments this was proof enough to convince their
western donors that they are serious about opening their

•

•

Lifting of price controls on many commodities allowing
local and foreign manufacturers to take "market rate"
profits while often making the cost of living for ordinary
SADCC citizens much higher;
Schemes to change existing codes and regulations
governing foreign investment for each SADCC state;
Harmonisation of inter-SADCC trade and investment

regulations (Botswana and Zimbabwe being the first to
move) allowing cross-region investments and, for example, the centralisation of productive capacity in one
nation exporting to all other SADCC states. •

AFRICA

research.

Report

on

the Eighth SADCC Consultative

Conference: Investment in Production
Preceded by a series of seminars on foreign investment,
bringing together western governments, international
financiers, private institutions and SADCC governments,
the Eighth SADCC Consultative Conference held in
Luanda, Angola, on February 2-3, discussed regional
economic restructuring to attract foreign trade and
investment. Many donor nations and international financial
institutions have persistently demanded major
restructuring of economies of the SADCC countries as a
precondition for further funding.
28
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There’s

no

how far

telling

some

people will go to get
their delegates’
attention

at
m

conferences.
Understandable, really. Once a delegate’s office knows where to contact him,
even the best speaker won’t be able to hold his attention!
The

problem with far-off conference venues, however, lies in their inaccessibility
“Shipping” delegates backwards and forwards is a time consuming and costly
exercise, and, should one of them need to get back home in a hurry, well
-

.

.

.

The Kadoma Ranch Motel is

and we’re

just over an hour’s drive from Harare City Centre
convinced that that, in itself is reason enough as to why the Kadoma

Ranch Motel is the ideal

venue

for your

conference.

Of course, we could tell you about our excellent conference facilities, our
luxurious (and we really mean luxurious) accommodation and fine cuisine but every other venue you consider will probably say much the same. We would
rather have you

delighted

to see

what you’re looking for in a conference venue
just how accommodating we can be.

tell

us

-

you’ll be

Kadoma Ranch Motel
Kadoma Ranch Motel

Kadoma Ranch Motel is

The
a

Telephone Kadoma ISlXIllil‘M5

Conference Specialists

division of Art
or

Corporation Limited
write to P.O. Box 874, Kadoma, Harare

LONRHO, PART OF THE STRENGTH
OF ZIMBABWE
Lonrho’s great strength lies in its ability to create much needed foreign
exchange, notably through exp»orts but also by way of import substitutions.
The diversity of its many activities enable Lonrho to make a major impact on

Zimbabwe's economy.

Among the most prominent of Lonrho's

currency earners are:-

MINING IN ZIMBABWE
Lonrho

produces

over one third of the Nation’s
investment enables the Company to look forward to

gold,and constant
increased output in the

future.

THE WATTLE COMPANY LIMITED
ZSll million exports of wattle extract and coffee.

LONRHO RANCHING OPERATIONS
58 000

prime cattle on six ranches

—

helping the C.S.C.’s beef export drive.

DAVID WHITEHEAD TEXTILES LTD.
Exported

over

Z$16 million worth of products in 1987

LONRHO MOTOR INDUSTRIES LTD.
agricultural tractors. Manufacturers of
vehicle components and parts.

Assemblers of commercial vehicles and

Our purpose —

self sufficiency in Zimbabwe through development and
Improved technolog).

LONRHO
PART OF THE STRENGTH
OF ZIMBABWE

LINTAS: WORLDWIDE 8062

