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EDITORIAL

The

We

commence

in this issue of SAPEM

a

Vol. 2 No. 5

Struggle For Democracy

debate

on

The

Struggle for Democracy in the context of the general study
of democracy and the prospects for democratic politics in
Africa. It is a subject that is also the major concern of the
Southern Africa Political Economy Series (SAPES) whose
Seminary Series has just begun with a paper - entitled
"Political Justability and Prospects for Democracy in Africa
by one of our leading scholars (see SAPES Newsletter in
this issue: p.32). And one of our feature articles herein
looks at the Zimbabwe situation. Some readers might find
the conclusions of the article a little alarming and provocative. Others still might conclude that the analysis is inaccurate in that it does not reflect what many an observer
would regard, at least on the basis of the happenings in the
Zimbabwe of the last few months, as an indication of immense prospects for democracy in Zimbabwe. But that is
the nature of democratic intercourse which, if carefully nurtured, should lead us to a deeper understanding of the
democratic process itself.
-

without saying that democracy is not given in
society, democratic forces must seek ways and means
to create the space within which democracy can breathe
and develop. It is true that the democratic movement in our
countries has its roots in the Struggle for National Independence. For the mass of the people, therefore, genuine and
total democracy is implicit in National independence itself:
the end of colonialist oppression and exploitation; better
wages and an improved standard of living; democratization
of the education and health systems; and so and so forth. In
short, the agenda of the Liberation Struggle itself is
synonymous with that of the Struggle for Democracy. Except that in such countries as Angola, Mozambique and
Zimbabwe the agenda also held out the socialist goal; and
the masses had been mobilised into the struggle on the basis
of the twin promises of democracy and socialism.
For it goes

any

It is not enough for the concerned analyst to lament that
the agenda has not been fulfilled in the period since the attainment of national independence. But it is even more

despicable and dishonest for the scholar to ignore the
economic, political and social terrain that has reduced the
word "independence" at least in some of our African
countries to an objective of contempt and ridicule. (There
is one which is more than a joke about Zaire: a peasant asking his educated son: "When will this independence thing
end? We are tired of it!") This is a sad indictment on both
the Independence and Democratic Movements in Africa.
But it is the duty of the scholar (in particular) to analyse

and understand the

causes

of the malaise that has

com-

pletely deflated a struggle that up to the Independence Day
and only for varying but limited periods thereafter - had
been almost complete in its appeal to the masses.

-

Happily, many of our scholars have bid goodbye to
"Modernization" and/or Rostovian theories that dominated
the social science discipline for much of the 1960s and
1970s. Recent

model

-

history alone has shattered those theories:

building and inputs and outputs no longer make

in a terrain that is so complex. This "missing variables"
merely increase against a Western model that had become
sense

prescription for both "Development" and "Democracy".
Theoretical fallacies have been exposed: there is neither
validity nor value in the oft-cited destructions between on
the one hand states that have capacities, - i.e. because of a
sound economic base and endorsed with "modernizing"
elites "to modernize" and develop democracy, and on the
other those states that lacked such capacities. And the
recent book (P. Anyang’ Nyong’o’s (ed.) Popular Struggles
for Democracy in Africa), African scholars have put paid to
such broad and shallow generalization; and to the cynical
conclusions (as those of such "modernization" scholars as
Samuel Huntington m Political Order in Changing Societies
(1981) that development is incompatible with democracy:
in other words, that if governments were to achieve
developmental goals, then they could afford to be stable as
-

well

as

We

democratic.
to the consensus that the African
of both internal and external factors.

are nearer now

crisis is

an

outcome

But we need to examine more

closely the specifities of these

particular reference to the social formations of
doing so we should shun the
temptation of pandering to the widely accepted but narrow
conception of democracy as purely and simply, to quote
Anyang’ Nyong’o, "bourgeois competitive politics": free
and fair election, for, as the same author asks, "Who, in
Africa can participate freely and fairly in electoral politics?"
Surely then, electoral politics remains only one element and
right among the many that constitute the democratic
process. It is the broader and fuller view of democracy that
should become the preoccupation of the scholar and/or activist. As has already been stated in the foregoing, the Agenda for Democracy was long established in the agenda for
National Liberation. We need to return to that agenda. •
factors with
our

individual countries. In

formal ceasefire between South Africa and SWAPO and
the Council has also called on South Africa to reduce its

REGIONAL NEWS

police forces in Namibia.

South Africa

Angola
Cuban

Three ANC Members Gaoled

Troops Begin Withdrawal

Some 2,000

Cuban troops left Angola this month. Under
accord signed by South Africa, Cuba and Angola
in December, Cuba is to withdraw the first
3,000 of its
50,000 troops in Angola by April 1. The rest of the Cuban
troops will return home by mid-1991.
a

peace

Botswana

Three members of the outlawed African National Congress (ANC) were sentenced to gaol for a total of 55 years
by a judge in the Pretoria Supreme Court. Ebrahim Ismail
Ebrahim was gaoled for 20 years, Acton Maseko for 23
years and Simon Dladla was gaoled for 12 years. Ebrahim
and Maseko were convicted of treason and Dladla convicted of terrorism.
Pretoria Threatens to Ban Four Publications

To Establish Stock
Exchange

The Botswana Development
with several local companies,

lishing

a

Corporation (BDC), along
is in the process of estabstock exchange in the Southern African nation,

The South African government

community-based publications
Progress, New Era and Grassroots

has warned four small,
Al-Qalam, Work in

-

that it may

appoint an
for three months.

press reports say.

in-house

The Botswana exchange is expected to be small with a
limited number of companies listed and the system is likely to run like Zimbabwe’s stock exchange. BDC has advertised worldwide for staff and the
exchange is scheduled to

Under emergency regulations gazetted in
the Minister of Home Affairs was granted

start

this year.

Southern Africa

States, Soviet Union, Britain, China and
France, known as the "big five" in the Security Council,
backed down this month on their push to reduce the size of
the United Nations Technical Assistance

Group
independence process
in Namibia. Under appeals and
pressure from non-aligned
countries, the five have agreed that cuts in UNTAG will be
made if only suggested by the U.N.
Secretary General.
the

oversee

UNTAG, 7,500 observer troops,

mandated by 1978
U.N. resolution 435 to oversee
independent elections in
Namibia. South Africa agreed to the
implementation of
resolution 435 when it signed the Angolan
peace accord in
December. Pretoria has illegally occupied Namibia in
are

defiance of the U.N. resolution.

begin

April 1.

The South West Africa People’s
Organisation (SWAPO)
has claimed that Pretoria is
giving citizenship to rebels of
the Union for the Total Independence of
Angola (UNITA)
in a bid to sway the
upcoming elections in Namibia. UNITA
rebels in Northern Namibia are said to be
receiving
Namibian identity cards which will allow them to vote.
a

bush

war

In

a

similar

regards

statement, the U.S. government said that it shared
objectives with the ANC such as the "ending of

apartheid and the establishing of

a

non-racial system of

government in South Africa." The United States, however,
said that it strongly differed with the ANC on methods used
to obtain these objectives,
especially the use of violence.
The U.S. statement followed press
reports that the ANC
described as a "terrorist" organisation in a report com-

piled by the U.S. Defence Department. The ANC
lumped with fifty-two other organisations.
The

new

U.S.

was

President, George Bush, wrote the

foreword to the report in which he said there should be
confusion between "freedom fighters" and "terrorists".

no

Black South Africans reacted angrily to the
description
of the ANC as a "terrorist" group
by the report.
ANC’s Withdrawal from

Angola

The ANC President, Oliver Tambo, has said that the
liberation movement’s withdrawal from
Angola in support
of the peace accord,

against South

will not affect the group’s armed struggle with South Africa.

country.

officially announced its pull out from Angola
January. South Africa had demanded the removal of
ANC camps from Angola
during the tripartite peace talks.

Africa’s illegal occupation of Namibia,
says Pretoria has
moved the rebels into the North so that
they will be confused with Namibian refugees
returning to the
The U.N. Security Council has directed
Secretary General, Javier Perez de Cuellar, to
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The United States has denied press
reports that it
the ANC as a "terrorist" organisation.

on

Citizenship to UNITA Rebels in Namibia

SWAPO, which has fought

U.S. Denial

was

The U.N. Security Council has also
agreed unanimously
that the Namibian independence process should
Pretoria Gives

ban

newspapers for up to three months. Home Affairs Minister
Stoffel Botha has accused the four papers of
promoting
revolution and inciting hatred towards government.

The United

(UNTAG), which will

August 1987,
power to

Johannesburg and South of Cape Town.

UNTAG Reduction

on

close the newspapers

Papers which have been banned under the stringent press
restrictions include the New Nation and
Weekly Mail of

Namibia
Big Five Back Down

censor or

the U.N.
arrange a

The ANC

in

Sources close to the liberation movement have indicated
that the military camps may be moved to Tanzania.

\

3
j

r

the power wielded by these two officials and the general im-

Zambia
Reduced Food Subsidy

Sparks Riots

Sporadic food riots broke out in the Copperbelt following a reduced food subsidy programme introduced by the
government in December.
said it would issue free coupons to
eligible families to assist them in buying monthly supplies
of meal from state-designated shops. But shortage of
coupons and administrative inefficiency caused confusion
in many areas of the country. Police arrested sixty-one
people in the Copperbelt following the riots.
The government

Food riots hit the country in December 1986, when the
government of Kenneth I^unda removed subsidies on

basic commodities. In May 1987 Kaunda broke off ties with
the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and introduced his
own economic programme to shore up his country’s ailing
economy.

The political implications of the above incident will be
far-reaching. It is generally accepted that Major General
Metsing is the favourite ruler in Pretoria. By taking strong
action in protecting the two officicds who had the courts to
clear their names and have reneged on this possibility, the
major has placed himself in a compromising situation. A
reliable soiuce claims that there are funds released for
military equipment which were paid out for undelivered
equipment. This may have something to do with the
major’s reaction to the two articles and that is perhaps why
the matter has to be dealt with in such a severe manner," he
said.

Whichever way we look at it, Maseko’s presence and the
clearing of the matter in court is the only way that the
credibility of the officers concerned can be re-established.
to

ofLesotho’s

Johnny wa Maseko, aged twenty nine and born in Durban, is a Mosotho by descent. Some five months ago, after
an extensive filing for Gemini News Services, he decided to

publish a local weekly in Maseru.
Some of his best articles have

shall not be carried out.

On the broader front we are informed

Lesotho (by Joel Moitse)
Journalist Johnny wa Maseko incurs the wrath
rulers and forfeits his right to be a citizen

pression is that the commission of inquiry, promised by
General Metsing on the occasion of his takeover of power,

appeared in the Zimbab-

by

close
and Pik

sources

the South African Government that Sekhonyana

Botha (South African Foreign Minister) get on famously.
P. W. Botha, on the other hand, has been informed that Sek-

honyana has some problems. South Africa has never
wanted to be seen to connive at corruption. It is alleged by
reliable sources that these articles were written at a time
when the Military Council was urged to complete the
revolution by Pretoria (meaning declaring a republic.) The
events

surrounding Maseko have something to do with the

republicans and monarchists and the
deportation of Maseko is conclusive proof that the monar-

weeklies dealing with unsung heroes - the story of
herdmen whose mode of existence is impossible, to say the
least. He is a skillful sports reporter and often shows great

conflict between

impatience with fellow reporters who do shoddy work of
pving service to the people.

The political significance of Maseko’s ‘interference’ with
the power structure goes much further than what a casual
observer might be inclined to see. During the month of

wean

Mr Maseko’s investigative reporting revealed that corruption was orchestrated at the Ughest level in the Lesotho

government smd he

challenged the Minister of Finance to

disclaim his involvement in authorising personally the
transfer of over M2 million to the Swiss account of a dis-

reputable fum called Benco and subsequently breaking
currency regulations for personal gains. Mr Maseko, as a
result of publishing the above stories, received official hostility which led him to seek the protection of Colonel Sekhobe Letsie whom he described as the least corrupt of the
lot. This protection was apparently given to him.
Mr Tom

Thabane, whose photograph appeared

alongside Mr Sekhonyana’s, took offence and personallyinpromised Mr Maseko
severe treatment for associating him with Sekhonyana’s
crimes. It was at this stage that Mr Maseko published a full
story of Mr Thomas Thabane, secretary to the Military
Council, and his misdemeanours in Jonathan’s admistration where he is alleged to have paid a bogus company
against submitted invoices on merchandise not supplied.
Thereupon Mr Maseko was charged with criminal defamation of the Government. This charge was later withdrawn
(meaning that the two officials were admitting guilt) and a
new charge of subversion devised and without allowing the
courts to pronounce on it, Mr Johnny wa Maseko was
deported to South Africa to be dealt with by Botha for his
anti-apartheid activities.

vaded offices of The Mirror and

The Lesotho

4

chists

are on

the

run.

December, the Lesotho Liberation Army, under the

leadership of Ntsu Mokhehle, has been trickling back to the
country amidst a rumour that we may soon have a National Government to prepare for a general election. The South
African Government has already been accused by the right
wing parties of depriving the Lesotho electorate of their
right to choose their own government. Obviously this calls
for restoration. The glaring exploitative nature of the Highland Water Treaty signed with creatures of Pretoria is hardly a basis for friendly lasting relations with South Africa.
Whilst accepting the fact that western powers have always
been ready to sacrifice small states like Lesotho to

strengthen South Africa or better still, to use them, it is not
in their interest to endorse an unjust treaty by providing the
heavy capital resources for a South African project that is
ripping off the people of Lesotho in broad daylight. They
have the muscle and power in most countries, including
Lesotho, to edge the country back to democratic rule which
alone can ensure financial discipline and accountability.
Maseko’s intervention can be seen as having made a significant change in the political climate here. •

community has suddenly become aware of
SAPEM FEBRUARY, 1989
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tions, the Democratic-controlled Congress and Senate. Even the pro-

MAIN FEATURES

American

states

of in Latin America

beginning to keep their distance
Washington. American prestige
is at its lowest in this part of the
world. In this context there are sharp
parallels between the American
predicament and the South African
racist regime in Southern Africa.
are

The

Struggle For Democracy

from

Karrim Essack
Chroniclers of the

Middle

Ages

history as the lives of
kings and popes. Derek Ingram, in his 1988 Review (^Sunday
Mail, 25th December, 1988), has updated this methodology and recorded
1988 as a history of presidents, prime
ministers, opposition politicians and
secretary generals of parties. But
paraded

emperors,

serious social scientists view historical
events from the standpoint of classes;
their imity and their antagonisms and
in these contests the balance of forces
is always tilting in favour of one of the

contending classes. The democratic
and popular forces fighting against
neo-colonial regimes are now becoming the major forces of change
throughout the Third World.

Struggles in Africa
historic as the complete
withdrawal of South African troops
from Angola was its commitment to
withdraw from Namibia by the 1st of
Just

sciousness that only unity can bring
about liberation. In this respect 1988
was indeed a landmark, for in June
1988 the working class carried out by
far the largest strike in its one
hundred year history. It was the unity
of the giant trade union federation
COSATU and NACTU that made
this possible. This unity of action by
the working class rose to a higher
level of national unity when all the
sections of the liberation movements
from the UDF to the Civil Rights

League, from A2LAPO to the New
Unity Movement, joined hands to
boycott the 1988 October municipal
elections. Such
erted

that

even

Latin America
Central and South America is ripe
for major political changes. Popular
had made headway in
Colombia, Chile, Peru, Guatemala
and recently in Paraguay. The "no

November,1989. This means the end
of the colonial occupation which
began in 1915. In the last ditch stand

movements

both the US and South Africa

vote" in Chile

looking for loopholes to circumvent
the provision of the peace treaty by
trying to water down the implementation of Resolution 435 and limiting the
number of troops to be sent to
Namibia. The other colonial power,

Morocco, has finally agreed, like the
US, to recognise Polisario as repre-

senting the people of Western Sahara.
King Hassan has agreed to meet its
leaders face to face. There are reports
of armed struggle continuing in
Somalia and sabotage operations in
Zaire. Eritrea has been a scene of

major battles. However, what has
caught the international headlines is
the growth of the SPLA in the Sudan.
Beginning as a secessionist movement,
it has

liberation
to free the whole of Sudan.

now come

movement

From the

was a

clear setback for

the
Pinochet
dictatorship
and
divisions in the ranks of the military
have given openings for those who
stand for democracy to rise again. In
El Salvador there is a clear tilt in the
balance of forces in favour of FLMN
and other progressive forces. Faced
with growing popular resistance,

divisions have occurred within the

ruling circles and once again the ultrarightwing death squads Abuisson, associated with the murder of trade

unionists, peasants and civil rights activists, acting in desperation, are
gradually eroding the power-base of
the centrist Duarte

regime.

out as a

south, with its victories, it is

pushing northwards.
Liberation movements in South Africa

In South

Africa, the growth of the
liberation movement is seen not only
in the number of armed attacks carried out, but also in the rise in con¬
6

the pressure exmoderates like

Archbishop Tutu defied the rulers
and called from the pulpit that the
boycott be carried through.

as

are

was

The USA, in order to thwart the
thrust of liberation, not only in El Sal-

vador, but also in Guatemala and
Honduras, has intensified its attempts
to destabilize Nicaragua which it
belives

be the base of revolution in
Central America. But thanks to the
adroit tactical moves, the American
to

regime is isolated from its own institu-

South East Asia

Philippines
The weakest link in the neo-colonial

imperialist chain is the Philippines.
The euphoria that prevailed when
Aquino came to power has gone. She
has not been able to solve any of the
major problems facing the country.
The ebbing support has been as a
result
of
growing consciousness
amongst the peasants, workers and
the urban middle classes that like

Marcos, she is Washington’s proxy in
Manilla. Such is the anti-American
mood prevailing not only in Philip-

pines but also in South Korea and
other parts of South East Asia. The
NDF has

overcome

the loss of sup-

port because of the mistake it made in
boycotting the 1988 February elections

that

ousted

Marcos.

It

has

gained ground not only in the rural
and urban

areas

but also internation-

ally. NDF support committees are
found not only in western Europe, the
US

and Canada, but also in the
Pacific. It is only a question of time
before they will be formed in Africa.
The protracted peoples’ warfare in

Philippines is inching its way to vietory with each passing year. Its final
victory will shake the world as did the
revolution of 1917 in Russian and the
Chinese Revolution in 1949.
Tunnoil in Bimna

The turmoil in Burma has

brought
inability of the Ne
Win dictactorship to defeat the insurgencies led by minority groups like the
to the

surface the

Kachins, Karens, Mons, Araknesc and
the Shans. What the forces of reaction
view with alarm is the fact that the
Burmese Communist Party, with a his-

tory

predating World War II, has
a key role in getting them to
a united front
against the comenemy. The Burmese army suf-

played
form
mon

fered a series of defeats before the
overthrow of the Ne Win government.
An

attempt to form a civilian governSAPEM FEBRUARY, 1989

i

ment

with discredited

politicians like

Unu failed and the military was forced
to take the reins of power once more.

Hundreds of students from Rangoon
and Mandalay have made their way
into the areas of insurgencies. If in-

tegrated, their superior knowledge in
technology can play an important part
in accelerating the process of liberation.
A feature of these

major liberation

is that their protracted
war is based on self-reliance. The
result is that it is not possible for any
middlemen in the form of frontline
movements

states to

catalyst in unifying the Palestinians as
before. The history in 1988 of
the West Bank and Gaza is a history
of stone throwing youth. The Zionists
never

the defensive for the whole of
this year. And the US suffered a loss
of face when, after being deserted by
its own allies and left alone, the
Government changed and made a

were on

complete 180-degree turn by recognising the PLO. And in this a new
linkage emerged. Yasser Arafat was
Palestine

now

Palestine

was

Europe

put pressure on them.

Northen Ireland

Middle East

Intifada - the Palestinian uprising
The Palestinian uprising has passed
its first anniversary and has acted as a

%

and

Yasser Arafat.

The oldest liberation movement in
the world exists in Ireland. It is overfour hundred years old. It hangs like
an
albatross around the neck of
British colonialism, turning all talk

gunned to death Parrel and her two
companions in Gibraltar, thus internationalising their operations. British
democracy placed one more foot in
the grave when the mass media, ineluding the BBC, were restricted from
reporting anything about the IRA. •

P.O. BOX MP 111
MOUNT PLfASANT
HARARE.
OFFICE: 3rd FLOOR MASS MEDIA
HOUSE
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HARARE.

SAFES
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about democracy, freedom and liberty
into cant and hypocrisy. Britain has
failed to suppress the armed struggle
launched by the IRA. Differences
with the Reagan Administration, conflict with the Dutch government and
the row with the Irish is over what are
called Irish terrorists. They refuse to
act as Thatcher’s policemen. Hence
the rise of death squads whose commandments are: thou shall shoot first
and then thou shall ask questions.
And it is these Thatcher squads that
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Democracy in Zimbabwe: A Critical
Review
Jonathan N. Moyo

post-independence politics
in Zimbabwe came of age. The year
was characterized by a number of
pivotal events which are certain to
shape the country’s political developIn 1988

for the near and far future. For
first time since independence,

ment

the

Zimbabweans experieneed a reasonable modicum of national unity as a
result of the unification of ZANU-PF
and PF-ZAPU in 1987. This ex-

perience ushered in a new political
climate which brought democratic expression and fundamental questions
about human values to the forefront

of national

politics.

longevity of this new political
is, however, a matter of
speculation because it unfolded
events which can be variously subsumed under the rubric of the good,
the bad and possibly the ugly, depending on the viewpoint of the observer.
To this writer, 1988 possessed some
"good" in that it gave life to the possibility of national unity among black
Zimbabweans. This was of particular
significance when seen against the
shortcomings of the 1980 piolicy of national reconciliation, which basically
sought to bring racial tolerance beThe

climate

tween

blacks and whites without ad-

dressing the more fundamental question of intra-black tolerance and

Continuing in this vein, it
of the

Government

to

was

unity.

good

declare

a

general amnesty for PF-ZAPU dissidents. This gesture appears to have
been successful in restoring pieacefui
conditions for economic development
in Matabeleland provinces, which had
been previously marked by persistent
trouble. Indeed save for the eastern

border

areas

which remain at the

mercy of RENAMO dissidents from
Mozambique, 1988 saw a remarkably
improved security situation in most
parts of the country.

good events of 1988 included
awarding of the Africa Prize for
Leadership for the Sustainable End of
Hunger to President Robert G.
Mugabe; the highlighting of the cause
Other

the

8

of child survival and

development; a
holy visit by Pope John Paul II who
ended up making an unscheduled but
perhaps God-inspired stopover in
South Africa; and the holding of a
Human Rights Now musical concert
which not only featured internationally renowned artists like Bruee
Springsteen, Peter Gabriel, Sting,
Yossou N’dour and Tracy Chapman
but also enabled at least fifteen
thousand white South Africans to ex-

perience cultural diversity in Harare.
in each of these events is
in
their
capacity to
rejuvenate the human spirit toward
more and possibly greater good.
The good
embodied

Like any

other year, 1988 has some
effects from preceding
years. For example, as a consequence
of the previous year, the 1988 national
budget was a standstill fiscal disappointment with little if anything to
offer toward economic development.
carry-over

As has

been the

case

since inde-

pendence, the national budget continned

to

have

a

functional

scant

relationship
with
the
national
development plan. Budgetary allocations to the Ministries of Defence,
Education

astronomical

Health remained
before. What was dis-

and
as

turbing about these allocations is that
the bulk was consumed by salaries
and other administrative costs, mostly
without proper accounting. Only minimum amounts were expended toward
actual service delivery. Consequently,
the quality of defence, education and
health services still leaves
to be desired.

a

whole lot

Although Zimbabwe has one of the
highest taxation rates in the world for
a country in peacetime, save for its
military engagment in Mozambique,
the 1988 financial year saw some
modest restructuring of taxation. The

highly progressive new structure gave
concessions to low income brackets,
married women and to large families
with up to sue children, while business
concerns and higher income brackets
felt the brunt of the new tax law.

Overall, the structure of taxation in

Zimbabwe still fell

fa^ short of provid-

ing requisite incentives for economic
development; it has scant provisions
for national savings.
Two

did

thorny economic issues which
receive deserved attention in
the land question and the

not

1988

are

programme

of rural resettlement.

years after independence, the
Goverment continues to believe that

Eight

these fundamental matters should be
settled via the precarious provisions
of the 1979 Lancaster Agreement in
which Britain promised financial assistance for a rural resettlement fund.
In

1988, the Goverment itself did not
active

programme
for
redressing the land redistribution
question. Squatters and sundry other
homeless persons remain a conspicuous feature of Zimbabwean
public life.
have

an

Whilst the foregoing events and ismade their mark on the national

sues

agenda, they nevertheless did not have
as dramatic an impact on the nation
as some of the stormy and rather controversial political events of 1988;
events

which bordered

on

the "bad

ugly" with far-reaching implications for the Zimbabwean body
politic. A sample of some of these
events will illustrate the point.
and the

the year, a striking paradox developed when nearly
the whole Cabinet including deputy
ministers who strangely enough are
In the first half of

-

not

members of the Cabinet and thus

only exercise symbolic deputisation

-

attended the Confederation of Zimbabwe Industries (CZI) annual con-

held at exotic Victoria Falls.
long after this rather massive
display of support for capital interests, the Zimbabwe Congress of

gress,

Not too
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Trade Unions

(ZCTU) held its anmeeting in low key Gweru which
only one Cabinet Minister, John
Nkomo
the Minister of Labour,
Manpower and Social Services - and
his deputy. Colonel Mahlaba, attended after having arrived a day late
for the start of the meeting.
nual

-

Despite this potential embarrassment, both honourable comrades did
not hesitate to lash out at the workers
and their umbrella organisation with
all sorts of accusations. The atmos-

phere stood in sharp contrast to the
Victoria Falls affair where views between Government and the whitedominated
private sector were

amicably exchanged in lavish surroundings. In Gweru, the hostility of
the Labour Minister and his deputy
toward the languishing workers defied
rational explanation, in view of the
historical roots of the present Government

which cl£ums to be mass-based.

Throughout 1988, and all

the

annoyed the Party hierarchy by running for local elections, and winning,
against Party sponsored candidates. It
would appear that the Party was
steadily losing grip of the electorate,
particularly on local issues about
which people are becoming more
specific in their demands.
The past year also saw a shift
tional
political
interest

in nafrom

Matabeleland province, to the provinces
of Manicaland and Masvingo
which became political hot potatoes

throughout most of the year. In
Manicaland, the Member of Parliament
for Mutare urban, Edgar
Tekere, intensified his crusade against
corrupt leadership, and against the
legislation of a one party state in Zimbabwe. For

this, he

was

made to pay

a

price by being the first ever individual
to be expelled from ZANU-PF.
In

Masvingo, the Party seemed to
be going through power struggles of
the amusing variety, manifested in the

date for

a

referendum to decide

Mahofa’s political
Member of Parliament
South.
Mrs.

on

future
for

as
Gutu

Before the dust could settle, the
Senior Minister for Political Affairs,
Maurice Nyagumbo, charged that the

provincial executive had improperly
constituted itself, and announced that
all its deliberations on the Mahofa
issue - including the suspensions of
the wayward Mupandawana district
officials - were null and void. A week

later, Nyagumbo supervised a Kenyan
style "queue behind your candidate"
referendum

on

Mrs.

Mahofa.

The

people said a resounding "no" to
Mahofa, sending shock waves to some
senior Party officials - including Vice
President Muzenda
who suspected
foul play.
-

Recognising the- inevitable, President Mugabe then grudgingly asked
for Mrs. Mahofa’s resignation as

to treat

tribulations and vicissitudes of Mrs.
Shuvai Mahofals political career. Mrs.

Deputy Minister of Political Affairs,
opting to do nothing about her
beleagured status as Member of Par-

able contempt, even on

Mahofa, who is Member of Parlia-

liament for Gutu South.

over

country, Zimbabwean masses began

political rallies with noticepolitically holy
days like Independence Day and
Africa Day. Generally, empty stadia
greeted the seemingly complacent
politicians who casually attributed the
dwindling attendance numbers to
poor field organisation on the part of
junior party officials.
The politicians failed to grasp the
changing political psychology of the
masses which, in 1988, started shifting
from superficial concerns to more

reflective considerations about personal well-being. For the masses,

political rallies appear to have lost
substance, if they ever had any. Indeed, a good number of politicians
seemed to be apathetic toward rallies
by either arriving much too late or by
showing up unprepared.
This

insensitivity surrounding the
organisation of rallies in 1988 was
quite amazing. At a time when major
urban areas, particularly Harare, were
experiencing
crippling
transport
shortages, at rallies buses were there
for the asking. This led people to
wonder about the wisdom of having
plenty of transport to go to political
rallies, and virtually nothing at all to
go to important places like work.
In

1988,

some

ZANU-PF inde-

pendents in the Midlands province
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ment for Gutu South and

a

former

Deputy Minister for Political Affairs,
appeared before a court of law to
answer
charges of vengeful arson
precipitated by jealous love. During
the

of her trial, in which she
found innocent, stories suggesting
her moral turpitude were told by
some
state
witnesses.
This
course

was

precipitated public demonstrations
against Mrs. Mahofa’s moral character, with some quarters in her constituency calling for her resignaton as
their representative in parliament and
ipso facto her removal as Deputy Minister for Political Affairs.

District

officials

ZANU-PF

hastily
Mugabe claiming that they and most people in the
district were fully behind Mrs.
President

Mahofa. Meanwhile, the demonstrations against Mrs. Mahofa continued,
and the Masvingo provincial hierarchy
of the Party suspended the district officials who had gone to see President

Mugabe without "following
channels".

The

held a
dawana

district

proper

provincial executive
meeting at which the Mupanofficials

power

were

suspended for their unilateral visit to
President Mugabe; the meeting set a

interests, which pitted the

Mahofa faction - closely linked with
Vice President Simon Muzenda - and
the anti-Mahofa faction, linked with a
number of senior provincial Party officials who are also central committee

members, against each other. This

play frustrated the national integration exercise of uniting ZANUPF and PF-ZAPU in Masvingo and
left the province at the centre of
speculation and intrigue.

power

1988

What followed was a flip-flop
debacle. First, some Mupandawana
went to see

The Mahofa saga revealed ZANUa factional organisation of

PF to be

also

and the
appeared to be
a collision course. On September 29,
students from the University of Zimbabwe; the Harare Polytechnic and
Belvedere Teacher’s College staged
demonstrations against what they saw
as growing corruption on the part of
the national leadership. Police in riot
gear occupied the various campuses,
and got a chance to exercise brutality
Government

put students

on

what

in the South African tradition. Students were refused permission to
march into town, scores of them were

injured and many more were arrested
for overnight interrogations by the
police and Central Intelligence Organization (CIO) officials, who
9

r

seemed determined to prove
student demonstrations were

by some

that the
inspired
outside enemy of Zimbabwe.

In what

appeared to be related
developments, a radical University of
Zimbabwe law lecturer, Shadrack
Gutto from Kenya, was given a 48hour deportation order. Four other
university lecturers, with a number of
university and polytechnic students,
were
hurriedly taken to court on
dubious charges which could not
stand the test of law.

The student demonstrations came
the heels of a sustained national
debate on the ZANU-PF Leadership

Code, which restricts the

amount

of

property that can be, owned by Party
and Government officials. In 1988
violations of the code started to be-

public knowledge, yet no action
against violators despite
repeated promises to cle2m house. For
the most part, the leadership appeared to want to have the cake and
eat it at the same time: keep the
Leadership Code on the books, but
came

taken

^^olate it!

growing debate on the meaning, use and purpose of the Leadership Code led to more frank public
discussion on corruption of the national leadership. Earlier on during
the year, the typical leadership
response to charges of corruption
was: give
us the evidence. Edgar
Tekere was reportedly n2uled on the
cross of this response when he was expelled from the ruling party. Between
October and December, the "give us
the evidence response" met its own
fate when The Chronicle a Bulawayo
based daily newspaper - gave the nation some revealing evidence of corruption involving dubious buying and
selling of scarce new motor vehicles
-

scenes.

In the face of these

revelations, the
leadership started demanding that
cases of corruption and Leadership
Code violations should be channelled

through the "right" party structures,
and not the

mass

media. This

was too

much, too late. The damage had been
done.

Edgar Tekere and Geoffrey
Nyarota, the Editor of The Chronicle,
had emerged as national heroes in
their respective professions.
The above sampling of 1988 national events and issues is not exhaustive
10

maybe.
In view of this

writer, the enduring
significance of 1988 national issues in

ground

concepts:

values. These

are

two

back-

democracy

and

not

separate con-

cepts, they are being introduced as
such here, only for analytical purposes
otherwise it should be obvious that

democracy is

a human value; although
the former is more specific while the
latter is more inclusive.

Issues like the Mahofa case,

the expulsion of Tekere from ZANU-PF
and the student demonstration of September 29 served to test the extent to
which Zimbabwe is committed to

democracy. The

mere

fact that the

occurred may suggest some
democracy. However, in terms of

political culture, happenstance is not
demonstration of a societal value.
Just because murders happen in Zimbabwe does not mean that we have a
a

society of criminals. The determining
factor is derived from the value attitudes demonstrated by public reactions to pivotal events.
The reactions of some of the nation-

al

leadership to the Mahofa case, the
expulsion of Tekere and the student
demonstrations of September 29
would
appear
to
suggest that
democracy remains a far cry in Zimbabwe. The leadership reacted with
arrogance, accusing those who sought
free expression of having "sinister motives bent on destroying our hard won
The
independence",
leadership
squandered potent opportunities for
statesmanship. Instead of applauding
democracy, they sought to crush it.
The debate on the Leadership Code
served to test the extent to which Zim-

babwe is

struggling to define its value
premises. The quest for a MarxistLeninist egalitarian society has long
derailed, if it
focus

the

ever was on

track. The

Leadership Code in 1988
showed, rather clearly, that as a
society Zimbabwe is ideologically
on

dishonest,
From

would

say bankrupt.
right up to the
there is no practical

some

the

masses

leadership,

evidence of a viable commitment
socialist values.

Otherwise, what

can

to

be the explana-

tion for the long daily queues in front
of the South African Trade Mission in
Harare: the

lining up for visas
pursuit of consumer gadgets which are popular with
everyone in Zimbabwe? Indeed, it was
quite an embarrassing spectacle to
watch the long lines, and the profile of
people who seemed desperate to go to
South Africa from revolutionary Zimbabwe. It seemed that everyone in the
country had become a dealer: always
selling something or buying to sell
goods not produced in the country. A
number of new cars bought by
to

events

The

behind the

able future. Some events may very
well signify nothing, unlikely as that

Zimbabwe revolved around

on

was

by any means. It is necessarily selective, but quite representative of the
political mood that swept the nation.
The mere listing of events and issues
has no significance in and of itself.
Rather, what is significant is the implications of the events in the foresee-

masses

South Africa in

Cabinet Ministers from Willowvale
Motor

resold

Company

appear to

incredible

at

have been

black

market

prices.
Indeed,

ideological

dishonesty

seemed to be even more prevalent
within the leadership, which instigated
the socialist agenda in the first place.
1988 showed that socialist propaganserves no useful purpose in a

da

country with a leadership under the

spell of materialism. The year also
Leadership Code is a
deceptive device, it has a built-in impracticality; and were it to be practical in its present form, the code would
be very reactionary by restricting
property ownership to private (mainly
white) and international capital.
showed that the

All this finds explanation in the
crisis of values which swept through
Zimbabwe with a bang in 1988. The
crisis plunged the nation into a
"Machiavellian
Moment"
without

producing

a

requisite "Prince" with

commensurate

vision

to

right values and to chart
course

what

a

articulate the
a

palatable

of action for the nation. But

precipitated the crisis?

The value crisis became visible in
as a direct consequence of the
unity agreement between ZANU-PF
and PF-ZAPU signed on December
22,1987. With this agreement came an
important question in 1988: is the
Zimbabwean body politic ready and
capable of grappling with real politics
as a sine qua non of national unity?
This is a fundamental question be-

1988
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experience elsewhere in Africa
unity agreements are
usually limited exercises at political
accommodation between contending
cause

parties is steadily being accepted

has shown that

basic human

politicians, with scant national

accom-

modation of all walks of life.

In 1988, some of the leadership unwittingly made the most persuasive
case against the establishment of a

party state in Zimbabwe,

one

Indeed, the very idea that national

unity should be borne from an agreebetween two political parties is
somewhat disquieting when one con-

ment

siders the usual

narrow

mindedness of

political party. Enduring national
unity should have an all-embracing
constitutional content. But, alas, constitutionalism is precisely one price
that African politicians seem to have
systematically refused to pay as a way
of resolving conflicts and balancing
competing interests.
any

In this respect, the 1987 ZANU-PF
and PF-ZAPU unity agreement has
no

constitutional content, and yet

it

as a

right.

as some-

thing undesirable and dangerous.
Why should there be a one party state
in Zimbabwe when a reportedly influential

Cabinet

Minister, Enos
Nkala, had the audacity to ask the nation

television: "Who is this little

on

Nyarota?"; in

an angry

reaction to the
Geoffrey

Editor of The Chronicle,

Nyarota’s

revealing investigations
possible ministerial corruption
involving new motor vehicle deals.
The minister’s posture and pronounabout

cements were

reminiscent of Idi Amin

politics.
The message to
such

a

the

masses

from

posture, was rather loud and

did go a long way toward bringing a
revitalized political climate in 1988.

clear:

At

party state; the latter is fertilie ground

the year

for

least, the major political events of
suggested that the masses
saw unity between 2LANU-PF and PF-

national unity in Zimbabwe
the institution of a one

cannot mean

dictatorship and corruption since

all

unity as the basis for developing lasting democratic values.

complaints must be channelled
through the offices of the very individuals who are subjects of complaints, individuals who believe they
are too big to be asked questions
by
little people.

The same cannot be said about the
official pronouncements of the leader-

babwe failed to understand the

ZAPU as a bedrock of real politics
wherein issues could be tackled on
their own merit. They saw national

ship. National unity caught the political establishment with its pants down.
The leadership viewed various attempts at open discussion, such as the
student demonstration of September
29, as machinations of imperialist forces
resurfacing their ugly heads
through gullible Zimbabweans.
To

unity

some

of the

leadership, national
stepping stone

was seen as a

toward a
democratic
more. This

one

party

state

and

centralism, and nothing
view, which seemed to
change toward the end of December,
was particularly striking when seen
against the background of global
socialist opinion fuelled by Mikhail
Gorbachevas policies of perestroika
and glasnost. One party states and
democratic centralism have become
anachronistic political mechanisms of

dictatorships. Such mechanisms

now

stand in stark conflict with contemporary
world
choose

human

consciousness the
the right to
between competing political

over.

Indeed,
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In

1988, the leadership in Zim-

major
political questions emerging from national unity, and raised by the various
democratic activities of the year. The
questions were about human values
and human dignity for all Zimbabweans, and not only for the ruling few.
1988 left

some

fundamental issues

pending: What values do Zimbabweans have, and which ones do
they
seek? Are the values cross-genera-

tional, and are they worthy of emulation by others, say blacks in South
Africa? Through what institutional
mechanisms are the values achievable;
and are those mechanisms capable of
guarding against the excesses of
power and are they worth fighting
for?

mechanisms. Those who have argued
for a one party state in Zimbabwe beg
the question by their failure to say
what values would be served by such

institution, and for whose benefit
beyond the obvious concentration of
national power in ihe hands of a
ruling minority.
an

If anything, the lessons of 1988 are
that Zimbabwe should not muddle

through

values. They should be
debated, clarified and debated again
for further clarification before adoption. There are some who are wiling
to swear that Zimbabwe will avoid the
democratic and value pitfalls of its

neighbours. This is healthy and commendable optimism. However, a critical assessment of the last eight years
in general, and 1988 in particular,
shows nothing qualitatively different
about Zimbabweans. To be sure, Zimbabwean masses want democracy and
decent living, but so do others in the
neighbouring vicinities, who have
gone through even more trying experiences of one party rule, ending in
one-man

rule for life.

For Zimbabwe, 1988 opened up the
important questions whose answers
will shape the near and far future of
the nation. One should now actively
wait and see what happens next.
Whatever it is that may happen, it is
worth remembering that where there
is no vision, the people perish!

An earlier version of this paper was

presented at the AAPS-Zimbabwe
Forum
Chapter’s
Monthly
(December 22, 1988) in Harare.
The author extends his gratitude to
Professor Masipula Sithole and Dr.
Ibbo Mandaza for their encouragement in bringing the paper to its

present form; needless to say, the
responsibility for its substantive
content is wholly shouldered by the
author,.
In

our

Nathan

The reflection implied by these
questions has great potential for the
development
and
nurturing of

democratic values built

on

March issue. Professor
Shamuyarira responds.
invites

SAPEM

readers.

responses

from

•

individual

responsibility and public accountability. Only with some clear ideas on
value

self

premises
to

can a socity commit itspecific
institutional
11

r

minimize possible strings and
the transformation crusade on
foundation.

ECONOMIC FEATURE

of the
Transport Sector in Independent Namibia
Ngila Mwase
This paper examines the transport
m Namibia in the context of

SWAPO

goals and objectives, policy
options lor its rehabilitation and
development in the post-independence era. This entails an examination
of the status of the different modes of

transport. These modes - rail, water
and air transport - are characterized

by exploitative linkages in white
A re-orientation

areas.

of the transport

networks and routes to reduce dependency on South African and to

provide for links with independent
Africa especially in the context of the
SADCC is envisaged. This includes in
particular the proposed transKalahari Railway linking the coal
deposits of Botswana to the key port
of Walvis Bay which Pretoria has annexed. The feasibility of the proposed
railway and reduced reliance on South
African transit and port facilites is dependent on securing control of Walvis
Bay and/or costly development of alternative ports, e.g. Swakopmund.
To deepen dependency and forestall any disengagement initiatives by

independent Namibia, Pretoria plans
close

to

the

rail

branch

Gobabis, Luderitz and

lines

to

Outjo. We

against such adverse action. We
for a greater reliance on rail
transport and re-routing of traffic
argue
argue

hitherto concentrated on the northsouth axis to and from South Africa,
to the Namibian ports. The latter
should form important entreports for
Namibia’s land-locked neighbours,

especially if the trans-Kalahari railway

People’s

Organisation

compatriots will take state
Namibia. A

past

(SWAPO)
power

in

chapter of correcting
injustices through structural
new

transformation,

rehabilitation

and

development
of the
Namibian
economy and all its sectors and subsectors will begin. Success in this
regard will be influenced by:
•
•

the

country’s resource base;
the character, beliefs and policies
of the leadership;

•

the

•

the

•

the external environment.

legacy at independence;
geo-political situation in the
region;

also less clear. What is less uncertain
is Namibia’s resource endowment and
the broad prolicy framework that
would govern a SWAPO government
action programme.
The legacy at independence will be
influenced not only by a century of
colonialism but the manner in which
the "instruments of independence" are
transferred.
If
it
is
an
An-

goIan/Mozambican-type with the
whites fleeing, the transport infrastructure
may
be very much
destroyed. Locomotives, vehicles and
other moveable equipment may be

management

The-former is

tied the
babwe at

We discuss the modalities for the

of
the
transport
enterprises. We recognize a role both
for public and private transporters.
more

attuned

to

han-

dling the huge public utilities, but also
offers

viable option
remote rural areas.
a

of service to

type independence agreement that so
new government of Zim-

independence.

Namibia may most probably attain
her independence through the im-

plementation of UN Security Council
Resolution (UNSCR) 435. This would
entail the election of a constituent As-

Contextual

On

Background

day not too far from now, Sam
Nujoma and his South West Africa
12

a

firm

preferably in the pre- independence
period, are made, transport problems
abounds. Green has predicted a bad
case

scenario:

Transport will be in a state of
chaos. The main port will have
‘lost’ for the time being, access to
the

basic

railroad

maintenance

facilities is likely to be lost, much
of the rail and road haulage fleet
will probably have ‘expatriated’ itself

Articulating and pre-negotiating interim

measures

for

alternative

facilities, including railway and main-

capacity and rail/road equipreplacement are a top priority.
preparations can and should be

tenance
ment

Such
done within the framework of the
Namibian economy and policy options
for its reconstruction and development.

Economy of Namibia

Independent Namibia is • likely to
face a generally hostile (regional) external environment, particularly given
Pretoria’s record of aggression and
destabilization against her neighbours.
The inheritance at independence is

transferred to South Africa. If it is a
Zimbabwean type operation, the new
nation’s room for manoeuvre might be
constrained by the Lancaster House -

is built.

a

However, whatever scenario unfolds, unless adequate preparations

Reflections on Strategies for the
Rehabilitation and Development

sector

launch

sembly which would then draw up the
constitution before independence. An
envisaged SWAPO landslide victory
would give SWAPO some leverage to

Namibia is

vast,

a

sparsely

popu-

lated, extremely rich country with
varied
and
dominated by

strategic
minerals,
uranium, diamonds and
copper. The mining sector contributes
about 30% of GDP. It has huge gas
reserves. It is estimated to have huge
oil reserves second only to those of
Saudi Arabia. It has rich fishing
grounds and despite its desert connotation, potential for crop production (in northern Namibia) and livestock
ranching
particularly
of
Karakul, of which she is a leading
world producer. Namibia accounts for
45% of world Karakul pelts. Furthermore the
territory has substantial infrastructural facilities.
Namibia has

a

dualistic economy:

and

impoverished substistence sector
supplies cheap (contract) labour to a
white-owned and manned modern
sector, with extensive dominance by
South African and Western transnational corporations. There is thus substantial surplus leakage.
Namibia with
million in 1983

a

GDP of

over

Rl,600

prices and
1,6 million people, has one of the
highest per capita incomes in Africa
However,
Namibia perfectly illustrates growth without development.
at current

-

The GDP-GNP differential is about
the highest in the world.

Up to 40% of GDP is leaked overas profits, dividends, royalties.

seas
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debt servicing, individual remittances
and surpluses of South African public

such as the South
Services (SATS).

corporations

African Transport

Namibia has

one

of the world’s most

skewly distributed incomes. Blackwhite income rations vary between

producers face unequal competition
and "dumping". Indeed the Administrator General, in his 1981/82
Budget, contemplated taking "counter
measures" against the possibility of a
form of "dumping" by South African
concerns.

1:25 and 1:12 for rural and urban

»pectively. There is 6:1 in-

areas

Mines

res

differential between the black
"elite" and the poverty-striken toiling
masses. The average annual incomes
for these groups are R20,(XX), R6,000
and R1,000 respectively. Deepening
come

poverty

engulfs

about

Namibian households.
There is

a

60%

of

virtual absence of inter-

nally processed products other than
fish and meat. With agricultural also
neglected,
about
two-thirds of
Namibian imports are South African.
In 1983 imports (of oil, mining equipment, machinery, food, etc.) totalled
Rl,170 million. Exports totalled
Rl,060 million of which minerals contributed R800 million. The limited

of non-mineral exports, their
sensitivity to instability in world
market
prices, market channels,
politics, etc., is a very limiting factor.
Mineral exports range from bulky
minerals like copper which are more
attuned to rail transport, to diamonds
which could be ferried by a light
plane.
range

huge surplus leakages noted above,
and huge import costs of food, war
equipment, etc. This has implications
for Government revenue, realizable
from
taxes,
public corporation
receipts and new loans. The latter,
R120 mjUion or 33% of the total in
1981/82 came from abroad, especially
South Africa. The rest consists of
direct transfers from Pretoria, includ-

ing R250-350 million customs and
exise duties share from the Southern
African Customs Union (SACU), of
which Namibia is a member. Much of
the trade is operated under the SACU
and its offshoot, the Rand Monetary

Area, both of which favour South
Africa at the expense

of the weaker

mine alone
and not an

provides 30% of export,
insignificant share of import rail traffic. The demand for
transport will be very much influenced
by the state of the economy especially
with the respect to the mines and the
socio-economic development politides
pursued
in
independent
Namibia.

free,
Namibia,
progress

•

•

•

•

abolition of all foq,ms of discrimination in the economic field

arising from apartheid and its
legacies;
public ownership and control of
the major means of production
and exchange;
a general social equality aimed at
inter-personal, inter-regional and
rural-urban equity;
an
integrated economy with a
proper balance between agriculture and industry; and fostering
processing industries;
provision of basic services in the
widest
sense,
appropriate to
needs and self-reliance;

•

emphasis on rural development
based on comprehensive agrarian
reform to give "land to the tillers".

general there is in SWAPO’s
political economy of liberation a commitment to attaining a socialist mode
of
production.
Public
utilities
(presumably including transport)
In

would

form

the

initial

minimum

public sector. There is a commitment
to national development through national economic integration and selfreliance. This is tied in with

a

commit-

cutting ties with South Africa
until majority rule is attained.

provides

an

accessible,

These

lucrative, "captive" market to South
Africa, especially for capital goods

UNIN’s

and

Namibia.

processed foodstuffs. Namibian
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building in
democratic and united
a society fostering economic
and social justice. This will

entail:
•

thing, big and small, is not envisaged.
study advocates massive state intervention in the economy and significant regulation of the private sector including its investment program-

The

mes

bring it in line with

to

an

overall

national plan. Also entdsaged are
decentralization initiatives to ensure
effective people’s participation in

decision-making. Due to labour exploitation and the gross racially-based
income inequalities, it is argued,
priority should be accorded to equity
issues. The report advocates regional
co-operation initiatives, particularly in

Development Philosophy

SWAPO is committed to
a

tinued role for the private sector.
Reckless nationalization of every-

the context of SADCC.

SWAPO

ment to

partners.
Namibia

substantial

transport demand. For example, traffic to and from the Tsumeb copper

Despite the huge mineral exports
Namibia exhibitis an overall balance
of payments deficit due to imbalances
in the capital account arising from

generate

study, whose general thrust is with
thinking, perceives a con-

SWAPO

policies are elaborated in
comprehensive study on
Significantly the UNIN

More

specifically the UNIN study

argues for an initial policy of ensuring
continuation of production activities,

restructuring the Budget, cutting unnecessary expenditure, holding overall
consumption levels static, training
Namibians for middle and higher level
posts, mobilising substantial (external) resources and preparing for
medium term’ production restructuring exercise.
Namibian

Some

Transportation System

analyses of the evolution of

transport networks in Africa often
focussed on their modernizing influence. However, this cannot explain

why the most populous and rich

agricultural
Namibia

have

areas
been

of

northern

almost

totally
bypassed by the transport infrastrucTheir role was, and still is, to further (colonial) exploitation. Most
tarred roads were directed at serving
the mines and/or large plantations
either owned by the minority whites
and/or geared at the foreign market.
Thus in Namibia, as in much of
ture.

Africa, the (early) transport networks
-

whether

roads,

run

railways

or

major trunk

towards the ports.

Namibia has

a large transport inHowever, before the
construction in the late 1970s and

frastructure.

early 1980s of roads, aerodromes, etc.,
to

meet

the

Boer

war

transport

demand, northern Namibia in
ticular

par-

excessively short of
transport links. With low population
density, the wide dispersal of population, the long distances, the difficult
was
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terrain and the shortage of indigenous
tr2iined and experienced manpower,
the development and maintenance of

transport networks and services is ex-

pensive. Furthermore, goods have to
be ferried long distances especially to
and from the more populated northern areas. This is particularly so since
some Namibian raw materials are lar-

gely sent across to South Africa for
processing and then re-imported.
With the low key accorded to food
production, most foodstuffs are imported from South Africa.
A

major challenge to the transporis the haulage of exports
especially minerals, and imports. This
is compounded by the concentration
of economic activity in the capital,
Windhoek, the ports of Walvis Bay,
Swakopmund and. Oranjemund and
the northern towns of Grootfontein,
Otavi and Tsumeb. This raises physieal
difficulties,
distances
and
transport costs. This is worsened by
an
economically cost ineffective
dominance of rail, as opposed to sea,
in foreign trade movements even
though rail is a more expensive mode.
Worse still, it passes via Nakop to and
from South Africa which is a longer
tation system

route then

vis

the

route to

the

sea

at

Wal-

The orientation of the
reflects the evolution of the
transport system which is essentially
Bay.

economy

South African bound. Almost the entire cargo to and from South Africa

except refined petroleum products
moves by rail or road. In 1983 exports
totalled 1,2 million tonnes and imports 3,2 million tonnes. Of this total,
external trade of about 1,5
handled by ports

million
about
98% by Walvis Bay. The remaining 2,9
million tonnes was predominantly ferried by rail and to a lesser extent by
tonnes was

-

road.

Rail

Transport

The development of the Namibian
rail network of 2,340 km of track dates
back to a century ago when economic
and imperial ambitions led to the extension of the South African rail network to Namibia. The main lines run
from the South African border town
of Ariemsvlei and the port of Walvis

Bay to the northern
town

of Tsumeb. This underlines the

import-export orientation of the line
and Pretoria’s original attempts to integrate the territory into South Africa.
With signs of independence in the
late 1970s, Pretoria abandoned earlier
plans to extend the rail network
northwards beyond Tsumeb. This may
hinder the agricultural development
of the more watered northern and
north eastern areas. Pretoria shelved
too a SATS plan for a substantial

relaying

and

rebuilding

Although the contribution of the

7,2% (1979) and 7,8% (1981), overall
there has been

a

declining trend from

8,5% in 1960 to 5,7% in 1985. The
contribution is partly accounted for by
a wage/salary bill
of about 16,300
transport enterprise employees - almost

10% of the

wage/salary employexcluding domestic servants and
about 2,5% of the economically active
population.

ment

the

10%,

Seeheim-Luderitz (14%) and Gammams
Gobabis (16%). The cor-

responding

train utilization levels
45%, 71% and 48%, and the
financial loss Rim, R0,5m and R2,2m

were

respectively. These branch lines

ac-

counted for 19% and 3,1% of the total
national rail tonnage, and tonne-

kilometrage respectively. They accounted for only 15,2% of the losses
recorded in 1984/85. The proposed
closures

would

save

an

estimated

R3,7m per annum. As I have argued
elsewhere, the greatest railway deficits
recorded

on freight movements
Nakop line to and from
Southern Africa. It is probable that
the operation of the Namibian railway
system reduces losses on South
were
on

the main

Africa’s De Aar

Junction-Upington-

Nakop line, raises general operating
surplus on the main lines from De Aar
to Cape Town, Port Elizabeth and

Gobabis, Luderitz and Outjo. More to
point the Committee recommended that the Otjiwarongo-Outjo
line and the least viable portions of
the other two, i.e. Aus-Luderitz and
Strijdom Airport-Gobabis be closed,
the track ripped off and sold to
recoup some funds. Such a move
would deepen dependency on South
Africa and make lessening such
reliance very costly. Without the
Luderitz branch line, the importance
of Luderitz port would be minimized not insignificant given the controversy

East London and

the

ownership and accessibility to
key port of Walvis Bay - annexed

over

the

by Pretoria in 1977.
Without the Gobabis branch line
the proposed trans-Kalahari Railway
over

Gam-

mams-Gobabis, making it more costly
and probably less credible.
The rail services in Namibia have
for many years run at a loss. Loss
levels range from R70,3 million in
1981/82 to R54,l million in 1984/85.
Over the period the tonnage and
tonne

kilometrage fell by 37,5% and

35,8% respectively. This poor perfor-

partly due to the prevailing
poor economic conditions the political uncertainties, declining coal usage
mance was

by

power stations (an important traditional customer), intermodal competi-

tion, etc.
14

of

Otjiwarongo-Outjo

were:

Windhoek-Walvis Bay section, due to
have began in 1980; and by 1986
planned to close the branch lines to

would have to be built

transport and communications sector
to GDP rose from 6,1% in 1975 to

mining

copper

Available data shows that low levels
of track use on the branch lines is the
main shortcoming. In 1984/85 these

covers

considerable

system wide overhead costs. Although
road and sea transport costs compare
more

Walvis

favourably with those of the
Bay-Windhoek-Nakop railway

line, closure

was not

recommended

"because of the

political, social and
strategic implications". Direct South

African interests

are

involved here.

Namibia
Railways
use
diesel
locomotives on the standard South
African gauge of 1,065 metres. The
lines’ low average speed of 50
km/hour does not augur well for such

products as Namibia fish or other
perishables. However, various rail
sections are old and are due for relaying by the turn of the century. The rail
network is used for both freight and
passenger

services.

The

colonial

regime plans to end the latter services.
In 1983 there

was

a

railway traffic

tonnage of about 4,500 million; of
which 2,900 million or 65% were imports, 850 million (19%) were exports
and 750 million (17%) local traffic. A
diversification

of

imports sourcing

away from South Africa would reduce
rail traffic which is a major com-

ponent

of the total traffic.

Road

Transport and its Unequal
Distribution

Namibia is served by a total road
network of 64,060 km of which 4,238
km are surfaced roads, 37,644 km are
SAPEM FEBRUARY, 1989

gravel/earth roads and 22,058 km

are

farm roads. Paved roads have been
constructed to link Namibia with
South Africa, to hnk major urban
centres and/or strategic economic and
mihtary posts. They serve not the interests of the black majority but the
white miners, mdustrialists, farmers,
tourists and the military. \^te contractors have also benefitted from the
very capital-intensive
construction
methods employed; which do not
reduce the unemployment levels,

especially of young blacks. Worse still,
roads constructed through capital-intensive methods are not quite attuned
to

Only then

•

•

•

•

were

deployed in Ovamboland.

TABLE 1: Distribution of roads in

Namibia, 1979 (%)
Arteriall

Secondary!

main roads other roads

Namibia

20.4

79.6

White

27,7

72,3

8,6

91,4

road links with

subsidies;

creation of state

African

areas

Source:

Adopted from UN/ECA,
Transport Survey for Namibia, Addis
Ababa, NAM/79005,1981, p.20
This disparity is summarized in
Table 1, which shows that whereas

only 8,6% of the roads in African
arterial or main roads, for
the white areas this was 27,7%. Indeed the disparity could be greater if
the farm roads were taken into acareas are

development" has
unequal even in the
provision of transport infrastructure.
cunt.

"Separate

therefore been

Indeed a sizeable number of human
settlements in African areas have no
access

to any

classified road.

Given the road network, road expansion is not a priority except for the
international links and low cost rural
feeder roads in the "homelands". Ade-

quate and timely road maintenance
should

receive

utmost

importance.
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controlled

non-rail

areas.

ly

use

Walvis

of a South African controlled
Bay.

Pretoria has been trying to use its
transport infrastructure as a trump
card in the

sub-region. Analysing the
play in this
regard, the General Manager of South
African Railways wrote, "A country’s
transport
infrastructure can be
regarded as one of its most important
assets, giving it a bargaining power.”
role that transport can

The extent to which Pretoria

was

A number of

policy issues already
noted above and with far-reaching implicatons for the development and
sector and the overall

can

transport trump card as a political weapon or a bargaining counter to
hold Namibia to ransom would be
use a

limited if Namibia

Major Policy Considerations

functions of this

Africa to the Namibian ports and construction of the proposed transKalahari Railway (TKR) or make
them too costly, as it could mean cost-

or

regulated road haulage units;
which might presumably replace
the SATS vehicle fleet serving

not

turned into

-

a

an

coastal state,
artificial land-

locked country through continued annexation of Walvis Bay. However,

contingency planning could include
the construction of alternative port(s)
perhaps entailing the reactivation of
Swakopmund (a distinct possibility
under any scenario), to widen options,
especially if Pretoria were to unleash
-

economy are
Walvis

explored further here.
Bay-Namibia’s Port

Namibia at present has one major
port, Walvis Bay, one minor port,

Luderitz;

one

defunct but potentially

revivable port, Swakopmund, and
several smaller ports including Henties Bay, Cape Cross and Oran-

jemund. There are a number of
hypothetical port sites all with a good
deal to be said against them. Namibia
has, especially along its borders,
numerous

areas

independent

provision of cheap public passenger transport possibly with
state

tion, but only 7,8% of the total road
network. Of 345 road construction
and
maintenance field units in
Namibia in 1985/86, only thirteen

network;
upgrading and construction of
new

Accessibility to Nambian roads by
unequal.
Although Namibian whites are only
about 10% of the total population,

glaring in the case of Ovamboland with 55% of the total popula-

provision of rural feeder roads as
a feeder both to the highways and

Africa;

different communities is very

more

rationalisation and rehabilitation
of war-torn roads;

rail

•

about two-thirds of the road network
is located in white areas leaving only
one-third for the remaining 90% of
the population. This inequality is even

rapid deterioration be

A number of priorities are articulated in the UNIN (1986) study:

labour-intensive road maintenance

techniques.

can

arrested.

rivers

none

of which

are

navigable.

an

against Namibia’s
foreign trade.

dling about. 98% of all oceanic borne
Walvis Bay is run
Harbours - the port

by South African
affiliate of SATS.
this port as a minor

Pretoria also uses
naval base. Worse still, in 1977
Pretoria annexed Walvis Bay and its
environs claiming it as part of South
Africa. If this annexation were to hold

beyond independence it could more
or less turn independent Namibia into
an

artificial land-locked state. Fur-

thermore, it could compromise

some

of the disengagement strategies such
as the shifting of traffic now concentrated on the Nakop line to South

and
on

South Africa

Namibia’s excessive transport

de-

pendency on South Africa has been
influenced

by:

Pretoria’s colonial

ambitions to

incorporate/control the territory
led to rail, road, sea and air links
with South Africa;

tered deep water and
location at mid-length

traffic.

transport

Reducing Transport Dependency

•

Partly because of its natural shelgeographical
of Namibia’s
1,600km long coastline, Walvis Bay is
the largest and potentially the most
important port. Walvis Bay is in fact
the fifth largest port in Southern
Africa. It is Namibia’s main port hån-

economic destabilization offensive

•

•

the transport

demand generated
especially by the export-oriented
mines, agriculture and fishing; exacerbated by Pretoria’s use of
Namibia as a "captive market";
specific South African interests
(elaborated further in the next
section).

Namibia is therefore dependent on
South Africa for rail and highway
transit routes to South African ports,
for maintenance facilities, etc. The
latter deepened by the transfer in

of repair workshops to
Upington.
Much of the transport equipment is
South
African
supplied and/or
designed for South African standards.
recent years

the South African town of

Thus the

entire network

highly vulnerable to

a

could be

South African
15
t

off of spare parts. The institutional
and administrative setting, and indeed
the overall policy framework, is very

colonial regime is prepared to subordinate the interests of even its

much intertwined
African system.

own

cut

with

the

South

include:

restructming external economic
flows (exports, imports, finance
sources) away from South Africa;
a build up of personpower requirements (being undertaken by
SWAPO and various UN-sponsored programmes including the
UN Institute for Namibia);

•

identification

•

including possible

sourcing of basic equipment requirements, e.g. railway rolling
stock, spares, plus basic (railway)
repair facilities;
diversification strategies including
for example shifting of South

•

African bound rail/road traffic to
the
Namibian
ports;

revival/provision of alternative
ports and port facilities; improved
road links especially road services
to Botswana (and thus to Zimbabwe and Zambia); and to Angola and thus the port of
Namibe);
prepare preliminary outlines of

•

new

structures and

operations of

transport public utilities, identify-

ing those needing creation from
scratch and those for restructur¬

ing.
Shifting Cargo from the Nakop Rail
Namibian ports

creased total transport costs

trade with South Africa and within
that a bias to rail (as opposed to

road). For example, hitherto. South
Railways (SAR) with its
monopoly of long-distance transport,
always forced Namibian ranchers to
transport their cattle live in rail
trucks. This is a costly exercise to the
African

the exhausted cattle lose

weight

on the long journey resulting in
lower market prices. However, this

provided backhaulage to the SAR
which would otherwise have to return
the trucks empty. As SWAPO noted
in this regard:

The articulation of

16
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.

.

example of the
which

strategy of

a

shifting cargo from the Nakop rail line
to the Namibian ports and the associated physical requirements is
needed. And so too is a plan of how to
shift cargo from rail to road where the
latter mode is

more

suitable and less

costly, and the estimation of additional truck service needs.
In

case

of

a

major shift of rail traffic

Namibian ports, the rail line
south of Windhoek and particularly
south of Keetmanshoop, will be so underutilized that only heavy (cross)
subsidization can enable them to attain break even levels. Whether the
benefits or cargo rerouting to the
to the

ports can surpass the subsidy levels
warranted to keep the said
tional is an open question.

line operaClosure of
actual or potential loss-making rail
branch lines and particularly ripping
off the rail track, should be the least
entertained idea given the development

potential of rail lines.
Africa: the trans-Kalahari

thinking of closing some
SWAPO and Botswana

the

branch lines,
plan the ex-

which could enable land-locked
countries to reduce their

SADCC

dependence

on

South

Africa.

undertaken even at the level of financial mobilization until Namibia is in-

dependent and in control of Walvis
Bay and/or any other functioning
deepwater port.
Road links with Angola and
should receive high priority.

Zambia

This is
partly because not only is the road
network to

meet

the

war

demands

quite extensive, but also because of
the need to diversify alternative
transport routes. The Angolan link in
particular is important for it could
provide
an
additional/alternative
entreport through the southern Angolan port of Namibe. Independent
Namibia will find in Zambia eagerness
for such a link which should be more

to Zambia. Indeed
already raised the possibility of both road and rail links. The
existing road links with Botswana will

advantageous
Zambia has

require such upgrading as is commensurate with the bulky traffic likely to
use

the road before the construction

The

development of transport links
neighbouring countries and inco-ordination

of

transport

operations at that level could be done
within

the

framework

of

SADCC,

whose transport

and communications
arm, SATCC, is aimed at coordinating
and re-routing transport outlets away
from South Africa, and rehabilitation
of key ports and the rail, pipeline and

road links to the ports.
We could mention here the TripoliWindhoek trans-African Highway one of the key projects under the UN

Transport

and

Communications

Decade for Africa programmes. Such
a highway would open many areas of

cooperation with Angola and beyond.

Furthermore, such

a railway could
joint inter-state projects. Two
Bertlin
and
feasibility studies
partners^ and Henderson Busby In-

foster

ternational

may seem to be,
might appear as a
pre-requisite for various production
programmes, the project cannot be

deed
are

Railway connecting the rich coal
deposits of Botswana to Namibia’s Atlantic coast. The railway’s perceived
benefits include the exploitation of
the mineral and agricultural potential
of both countries, and its potential as
a transit route and
"gate way" to the

transport

proposed railway

however much it

with

tension of rail network in the form of
the Botswana-Namibia trans-Kalahari

ocean

We could note that however viable the

of the TKR.

Establishing links with Independent

ternational and Travers
here is but one
ruthlessness
with
.

and also

railway operating deficits.

Whereas the colonial authorities

Specific South African interests (ineluding railways, harbours, etc.) led to
a bias toward land (as
opposed to sea)

as

if the wellbeing of its
agencies or capitalists demand

Thus much of Namibia’s traffic to,
from and through South Africa is by
land via Nakop. This has meant in-

line to and from South Africa to the

ranchers

settlers

it..

Disengagement strategies in the immediate post-independence era would
•

own

project is feasible provided there is
huge coal traffic. They concluded further that the mouth of Shakop (near
Shakopmund) may provide a better
rail port terminal than Walvis Bay.

Morgan In-

concluded

that

the

Energy and Transport Activities
The transport sector accounts for
20% of total annual Namibian

over

demand. Transport by road,
rail, water and air is 100% dependent
on petroleum products. Transport acenergy
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for 62% of all petroleum consumed in Namibia. In 1981 about 95%
of Namibian petroleum products (no
crude oil is imported) originated or
were in transit through South African
counts

ports. About 98% of all commercial

consumed in Namibia in 1980
imported from South Africa by
sea through Walvis Bay,
by rail and to
a much lesser extent by road. All coal
consumed in Namibia is imported by
energy

was

rail from South Africa. The transport
sector is therefore the most susceptible to energy constraints, e.g. supply

bottlenecks, since virtually all mobility
depends on oil.

Interruptions in energy supplies affecting such economic activities like
mining and industry, population
movements, etc., would tend to limit
transport demand and services. It is
therefore necessary at independence
to ensure to some leverage over energy, especially oil and coal to prevent
sudden interruptions or cuts in supplies which would adversely affect
transport activities.

Independent Namibia, either individually or collectively through the

SADCC and/or PTA has great scope

for disengagement, albeit gradually,
from excessive
energy dependency on
South Africa. Namibia could import

Angolan oil paid for directly or
through barter trade. The latter could
involve
"emorting"
hydroelectric
power from the Ruacana. If the TKR
is built, access to Botswanan and Zimbawean coal could be ensured. In the
medium and long term Namibia could

exploit her coal,

gas

and hopefully oil

resources.

Co-ordination of Rail and Road

Transport
The Namibian rail and road network is to a large extent parallel,

especially on its south-north axis. This
should affect the degree of competition and/or complementarity of both
modes. The latter should be promoted
in the context of seeking an optimal
rail/road inter-modal traffic split. This
should ensure adoption of the leastcost mode whereby traffic which is
more suited to rail,
e.g. bulky commodies, is hauled by rail, while traffic
more attuned to road is ferried
by

A number of low

value, bulky com-

modities are essentially transported
by rail. These include coal, base metal
ores, cement, salt, sand and gravel,
cereals, livestock and petroleum. A
good tariff structure and accompanying regulations should retain this and
similar traffics (e.g. fodder, fish meal,
containers, sugar, ingots, industrial
raw
materials, steel, timber, explosives) to the railway. Hasty introduction of free competition between
modes as the Advisory Committee has
advocated, may cause high value
goods to shift to road transport.
Likewise lessening rail protection to
make openings for an indigenous road
transport industry may have similar
effects.

Transport and South African
Destabilization
South African
tabilization may

development

aggression and desadversely affect the
of
the
Namibian

and
transport
cooperation within the framework of
transport

sector

SADCC’s

transport

development

programme. Indeed, direct and indirect attacks and sabotage by South

Africa of sub-regional transport infrastructure, energy supply lines, etc.,
is indicative of what independent
Namibia can expect from Pretoria.
Hostile acts by South Africa, and/or
their proxies, have included attacks on

ports, rail,

bridges, oil pipeline, etc.

(Mozambique), sabotage of

oil
refinery (Angola), destruction of fuel
storage tanks (Lesotho), delaying the
an

of petroleum products to
SADCC states, etc. Indeed for

movement

most

many years the (Western) oil companics refused, under instructions
from Pretoria, to fill Botswana’s oil
storage tanks which had been built

with West German aid.
Conclusion

The paper

has underlined the importance of the transport sector for
the development and integration of
the Namibian economy; and for the
effective exploitation of its rich
resource base. The paper showed that

road. This should avoid the situation
of "roads ruined by vehicles which

substantial investment in rail and road
infrastructure has been made. In this

transport goods that should have been

regard priorities include maintaining
existing infrastructure and providing

moved

by rail".

feeder roads and inter-state links. The
latter
SAPEM FEBRUARY, 1989

road links and the

proposed transrailway; whose construction
up with the exploitation of

Kalahari

is tied
Botswana coal and Namibian inde-

pendence. Control of Walvis Bay, the
port terminal of the railway, is a
necessary though not a binding condition. A re-orientation of the transport
networks to reduce dependence on
South Africa and to forge regional
links particularly in the context of
SADCC is envisaged.
Even

important than the
provision of transport networks, is the
accessibility and capacity to utilize
them. As Nyerere put it, "A new road
extends a man’s freedom only if he
travels upon it."
more

In this respect
the indigenous
population’s freedom has been curtailed. Independence should redress
the inequalities of the apartheid

economy, e.g. over concentration of
networks and services in white areas.

Cheaper transport would allow a
larger section of the population to
have

access to

these services.

Tariff

setting for Namibian railways
depart drastically from the
SATS, which favours South African
producer and consumer interests at
the expense of Namibia. New tariffs
should

should take into account "what the
traffic can bear". Services subsidiza-

tion, if any, should take into account
the need for cost reduction, necessary

cheap provision of, and acthe transport services by the
users, especially the poorer sections
of the population. This should avoid
to ensure
cess

to,

pauperization of transport users or
burdening the Government
budget and therefore the tax payer.
over

Underutilization of capacity, uneconomic rail/road competition or unused trucks due,
of spare parts

for example, to lack
(quite prevalent in
African countries) should be

many
avoided. Inter- and intra-modal coordination should not only reduce these

problems, but would be "cost effective".

Transport investments and operations should reflect national priorities
rather than sectional interests. This
could be ensured through people’s

participation in decision-making on
the provision
and utilization of
transport facilities.

essentially includes upgrading
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SADCC countries and compares more favourably with the
per capita of Botswana than a number of SADCC countries
do. Zambia and Gabon? They too have a lot. They are both

Does Southern Africa Belong
to Sub-Saharan Africa?

classically mineral enclave economies. The main difference
between these two economies are that the export structure
of Gabon is more diversified and its per capita income of
U.S.$3080 places Gabon among the "upper middle income"
group.

Thandika Mkandawire

A

reply to The Financial Gazette of 6th January, 1989

GNP per

One ideological

capita

ploy of racist rule in Southern Africa has
been the portrayal of Africa across the Zambezi (and now
across the Limpopo) as an undifferentiated and unmitigated disaster. The purpose of this image of Africa has
been twofold to convince the oppressed blacks to count
their blessings for being ruled by whites and to assure the
whites that their dastardly acts may, after all, have some
saving grace.
A sad fact is that in many cases the media of the region
and many individuals wittingly or unwittingly share in this

Tanzania

250

quintessentially racist perspective of the fortunes of the

2^mbia

300

-1.7

Lesotho

370

5.6

Zimbabwe

620

1.2

Botswana

840

8.8

Swaziland

690

SADCC

305

w

Sub-Saharan Africa

370

w

Developing economies

610

w

High-income oil exporters

6.740

Industrial market economy

12,960

Average
annual

growth
rate

-

continent.
In a recent visit to Southern Africa, I ran across an
editorial in the Zimbabwean Financial Gazette (January 6,

1989) that

was

reflective of this racist provincialism which

from the "white laager" perspective of viewing life
under black rule as a cmse. The editor lamented the fact

stems

that this country and region were lumped together with the
rest of sub-Saharan Africa. This he felt damaged the image
of the region which was better organised and more
prosperous

than the rest of the sub-Saharan region.

The editor stated: "To include in one category all the
countries is like breaking a part of Western Europe, a little
of undeveloped Asia, a few heavily indebted South
American nations, with a sprinkling of minor democracies
and dictatorships to make up a round number". He then

rhetorically asked: "What do Zimbabwe and the Central
African Republic have in common? Or Botswana and the
Ivory Coast? Or even Zambia and Gabon? ... Can the nations within the SADCC group, which have done so much
to harmonise development plans and foster interstate

cooperation, be seriously included in a region with Gabon,
Liberia, Togo, Benin, or even Nigeria?"
The

questions and the whole thrust of the articles are not
only reflective of a Southern African brand of racist provinciausm but also show ignorance of African economies and
the political motivation of regional cooperation in Africa.
The editor

seems

to

believe that the Southern African

region is, on the whole, more homogeneous and prosperous

than the rest of sub-Saharan African and therefore must
avoid being associated with the rest of Africa. Dissociation
from the rest of Africa might improve the image of the

region and presumably encourage foreign investment.
Let me first deal with the economic myth that informs the
editorial. In terms of per capita income the region is no different from that of sub-Saharan Africa and there

are

probably greater intra-regional differences in the
economies of the region than m any part of Africa.
Zimbabwe and Central Africa may not
but Central Africa Republic’s per

common

have much in
capita of $290

higher than that of Tanzania, Mozambique and Malawi
(See table). Botswana and Ivory Coast have a lot in common. Both are classically raw material exporters and both
belong to the so-called "middle-income economies". Ivory
Coast per capita income of U.S.$730 is twice that of the

is
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Dollars

(percent)

1986

1965-86

Malawi

160

1.5

Mozambique

210

w

=

-0.3

2.8

w

w

0.9

w

2.9

w

1.8

w

2.3

w

weighted average

Source: World Bank, World

In terms of per
mance

Development, 1988

capita incomes and economic perfor-

the other countries

are not as

outlandish

as

the

editor’s

question would seem to suggest. Benin’s rate of
growth of GDP was exceeded only by that of Botswana in
the SADCC region. The poor performance of Togo has its
counterpart in the poor Zambian performance. SADCC
per capita incomes are, on average, lower than that of subSaharan Africa.
This statistical exercise is merely meant to point out that
the editor would be hard put to find special economic indicators that would place SADCC region outside the subsaharan region.
The Financial Gazette represents business interests in
Zimbabwe. Most of these interests have tended to praise

on the basis of narrow "expansion of
trade" terms. However, the forces that push as diverse

regional cooperation

countries as those of SADCC, PTA, ECOWAS to collaborate go beyond the narrow trade concerns of exporters.

They are responses to a shared colonial past, geographical
proximity and developmental aspirations. SADCC does not
exist because of the similarities of the economies of the
member states but as an economic and political response
to South African aggression and the imperatives of the
liberation struggle in the region.
African countries have on the whole been hit hard by
crisis and at no time in the post-independence era has

the

the
tarnished. And since much of the
world suspends its incredulity about tales from Africa, the
press is full of accounts of disasters in Africa. The racist
press of Southern Africa just loves these stories. •
image of Africa been

so
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constitutional

LETTERS FROM OUR SCHOLARS

figured prominently in the debate.
abthe
National Executive Committee. They
were
spontaneous demands raised in
the
the

of the debate. In the event,
powers-that-be cut short the
Great Debate by declaring that some

Shiyji

1988

particularly
propitious year for Darlites. And this
is, admittedly, an understatement. The
latest devaluation of the shilling in the
latter part of the year appeared to be
crossing the threshold of toleranee. A
litre of petrol shot up from around
T.shs.45 to 67. Other prices have followed suit. As a matter of fact, prices
do not feel any more like prices; they
was

not

a

bear little relation to value.

According to

estimate, the minimum wage can buy only about five ordinary meals for a family of six; whose
wage, incidenthlly, is equivalent to ten
slices of small, plain cake at the fivestar Kilimanjaro Hotel! An
ordinary
plastie trash can in the sprawling
super markets of Dar costs as much as
half the net monthly salary of a
professor. If the professor opts to buy
books instead, he may be able to get
probably two to three textbooks at the
University bookshop. But then wisely
our dear professor neither
buys trash
cans nor textbooks; nor does he live
on his salary. No one does. No one
can.
Every one has to have some
project or projects or miradi\
legitimate, illegitimate, proper or improper - but strictly illegal. Every one
one

steals. A few steal to accumulate; the
majority steal to exist.
The line between the

legal and the
illegal, between living honestly and
dishonestly, is not only thin; it has virtually disappeared. Maybe not in the
eyes of law, but certainly in the eyes of
morality and popular consciousness.
Witness the change in the vocabulary:
black market has beeome
open

parallel

or

market.

The Waswahili in Dar-es-Salaam, in
the time-worn popular political culture of Darlites, have coined a new
term to

capture the essence of the

post-IMF liberalization

economy of
kitapeli or the
economy of conmen. Conceptually,
the term matapeli is being broadened

Tanzania

19

-

of

Both these matters were virtually
sent in the original proposals of

Hard Times in Dar-es-Salaam

Issa

entrenchment

Zanzibar’s autonomy on the other,

ucltumi

wa

every

day in keeping with reality. It, of
embraces

coimse,

tricksters

£md

swindlers; but it also includes the ten
percenters; the racketeers; the sprawling underlings of foreign corporations
and

a

host

of

"middle-men"

specialise in fixing illegal

or

who

under-

hand transactions.
But all

was not bleak and
gloomy
in the ’80s undoubtedly the worst
decade for Tanzanians. This was also
the decade when Tanzanians, for the
first time in their post-independence
even

history, participated in a massive
public debate on the constitutional
changes proposed by the ruling party,
Chama cha Mapinduzi. Now, one
would have thought that participation
of citizens in the process of adopting
or
amending their constitution should
hardly merit a special mention for it is
a
part of the usual, accepted norm of
demoeracy. Not so for Tanzanians.
In

practice, all major decisions in

the country have been taken behind
the closed doors of the party organs,

particularly the least representative
Central Committee and the National
Executive Committee. The populace
is then informed of the decisions al-

ready arrived at in the short stateof the NEC Department of
Political
Propaganda
and Mass
Mobilisation
(official name: my
italics). Therefore, the public debate
of 1983 on the proposed changes in
ments

the

Constitution

was

a

welcome

democratic

opening.
Tanzanians
grabbed the opportunity with both
hands. In their comments, criticisms,
suggestions and recommendations in
the press, seminars and conferences,
participants went beyond the original
proposals tabled by the NEC.
Two themes dominated the debate

-

revolving around the central
question of democracy. Greater
state

elements, partieularly in Zanzibar,
had taken the opportunity to voice
anti-union propaganda, thereby "polluting" the "political atmosphere". The
atmosphere had to be cleansed. It was
eventually cleansed in the purgatory
of the National Executive Committee
of the Party which held the then VicePresident and the President of Zan-

zibar, Mr Aboud Jumbe, responsible.
He

was

forced

to

resign.

As for the Bill of Rights, one was ineluded in both the Union Constitution
and the Zanzibar Constitution. It is
said that besides the popular demand
for it, the Zanzibar authorities were
adamant and insisted on including it
in their constitution regardless of
whether one was included in the
Union Constitution. Such and even-

tuality would have been just too embarrassing.' The Zanzibar Bill of
Rights became immediately operational and enforceable in courts of
law. The enforceability of the Union
Bill of Rights was suspended for three
years. The three years expired on the
15th of March, 1988. A month later,
the High Court of Tanzania, sitting in

Mwanza, delivered a great decision
declaring one of the oppressive pieces
of legislation on the statute book, the
Deportation Ordinance, unconstitutional for being contrary to the Bill of

Rights.
Justice Mwalusanya’s considered
ruling in the case of Chumchua slo
Marwa v. Officer He of Miisoma Prison
andAnor is

a

landmark decision in the

judicial and constitutional history of
Tanzania and calls for separate treatment. I hope to discuss it in
my next
letter, next month.

Meanwhile, I have

ing Darlites

both

democratisation of the

course

1989; I

can

no

basis for wish-

happy and prosperous
only wish them a momena

tous New Year! •

and civil

society (including provision of a Bill
of Rights) on the one hand, and the
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of the African peoples and their
later colonisation took on an increas-

ment

OPINION

ingly racist character as an aspect of
subjugation and exploitation. This is
what makes today’s racism pernicious
and utterly oppressive, manifested in
its worst form in the apartheid system

African Students in China

in South Africa. The cultural notion

Dani Wadada Nebudere

Many Africans have been alarmed
by recent events in China in regard to
the African students

studying in that

coimtry. The alarm has perhaps been
caused more by a feeling of betrayal in
the solidarity that used to exist between the oppressed people of this
continent and the people of China

heroic revolutionary
struggle, had overthrown the old
order which was dominated by imperialism. China’s success - itself supported by the Soviet Union - had
opened up generalised rebellions in
who, through

Asia which
wake by the

a

were

followed in their

struggles of the African
people. The revolutionary movement
in China led by the Communist Party
identified itself with the cause of the
African
people and gave solid
material support to the liberation

evidence of this
is the strong political, ideological and military assistance
given to FRELIMO and ZANU-PF in
their struggle for independence.
Clear

struggle.

material support

Perhaps the most significant basis of
the mere material
equipment, but the intellectual and
political understanding which the
Communist Party of China had of the
problems that faced both the Chinese
people and the African people. This
intellectual understnding was passed
on to the young Chinese in the form of
this support was not

political education, and this raised
their political awareness about the impact imperialism had on both the
African and Chinese societies which
had given rise to a special from of
racism against both Chinese and
Africans. As a result the Chinese and
African people were united in a com-

fight against all forms of
racism, Zionism and apartheid in the
general struggle against imperialism,
colonialism, and neo-colonialism.
mon cause

to

Turning away from Mao Zedong’s

path
It is therefore
to many

20

people

a

on

matter

for

concern

this continent that

China

seems

to have taken a

different

path to that charted by Mao Zedong
and his colleagues in the 1950s. To be
sure, the first African students to go
to China did so in this period. The
first batch arrived in China in 1959,
but it is to be noted that only
1980s have we witnessed a

in the
mass

phenomenon of young Chinese, joined
by young workers, staging mass
demonstrations denouncing a small
group of Africans in their universities
as

"black devils". All this suggests a

general political degeneration among
young Chinese and there is a general
need to explain this phenomenon.
know, is a
general cultural phenomenon to be
Ethnocentrism,

as

we

found in most societies. The feeling
that one’s ethnic group, tribe, or nation is the most important and the
best is almost universal. But like most

things in culture, it has both its positive and negative aspects. The fact
that one regards one’s culture as best
is not in itself a bad thing if what is implied by this feeling is the desire to
identify and protect one’s cultural
heritage. But such a feeling becomes
negative if it is used for aggressive
purposes against other cultures and
groups to subjugate them because
they are ‘inferior’. Here the superiority complex inherent in such aggressive behaviour leads to a violent
confrontation between the cultures,
instead of the cultural identity provid-

ing the basis for a cross-cultural exchange which enriches both cultures.
European Imperialist • Capitalism
and Racism

Specifically negative and destructive
exploited
by present day ruling classes of
dominant nations to exploit the
is the racism that has been

weaker nationalities. The racism that
we witness in the world today arises

European imperialistcapitalist drive to exploit the nonEuropean communities in the process
of its own development. The enslavefrom

the

that the black person is ‘evil’
from this Christian-capitalist

springs
cultural
subju- gation of the African ‘heathen’
who is said to have been salvaged and
redeemed by Christianity. The association of religion with this subordination gave racism a religious-divine
character, as clearly demonstrated by
the Dutch Reformed Church of South
Africa. In short, the racism that we

fight is the racism which upholds the
racial superiority of one race - the
white

race

-

over

the black race and
as a rationale -

which is then used

directly

or

economic
the other.

indirectly

-

to

justify the

exploitation of that

race

by

It is this racism that has

justified the
occupied by the
black people and turned them into the
property of white racial minorities
denying the black people their national rights. It is also a racism that continues to subjugate black people in
such developed capitalist societies as

robberies of lands

the United States and Great Britain.

identifying the national and
questions as being interconnected, the Bolsheviks correctly
repudiated these racist notions inherent in European colonialism and
imperialism in general and this historically placed the socialist camp on
the side of the oppressed races and
peoples.
In

colonial

"Socialist" China

Why then does ‘socialist’ China
these
negative
racist
prejudices at a time when, even in the
imperialist world, there is a growing
enlightment on racial issues? In our
view it is not enough to blame this
phenomenon, as has been done, on
manifest

the historical ‘isolation’ of China. If
this

was

to

be the case, then such ra-

cial feeling against the black students
in China would have been manifested
in the

early period of African student

stay in China in the 1950s-70s. In our
considered opinion an explanation
must be found in the internal politicaleconomic

changes that have taken
SAPEM FEBRUARY, 1989

place since the death of Mao Zedong
in 1976.
It

is

well-known

that

since

the

present Chinese leadership came to
power with the overthrow of the
"Gang of Four", major economic and
political changes have taken place in
China. Under the policy of the "Four
Modernisations", i.e. agriculture, industry, technology, and defence China has been ‘opened up’ to
western
capitalist influence. The
agricultural ‘responsibility system’ introduced private land ownership in
place of the communes started by
Mao Zedong. Small property ownership in the countryside has also been
accompanied by small property
ownership in the cities and, with
these, a small property consciousness
has emerged leading to a demand for
small-scale "democracy". Great pressures are being exerted by these social
forces to "reform the political system"
resemble

to

"liberal

western

democracy" - a phenomenon which is
also going on in Eastern Europe and

African student demonstrations which
started on the 25th December, 1988,
and ended some time in January,

1989,

we

time,

on

the different elements in this conflict
reflect these different developments
in the socio-cultural fields of China.

Firstly, there is the outright disdain
for the black colour. Reports indicate
that the element which was most ex-

ploited

the colour of the students.
aspect was not reflected in the

involved in certain incidents. The fact
that these were specifically African
students is drowned in this generality
of foreign students. As a result the

outright racist statements and protestations of the Chinese students are
also obscured in the other generality
that
the
Chinese
students
and
demonstrators
had
shouted
"erroneous

well

as ethnic consciousness has been
rekindled by the spontaneous forces
of small-scale capitalism in all these
countries.

Western

Bourgeois Impact

on

China

In

China, this western bourgeois impact, since the opening up of China,
has not escaped the attention of the
Chinese authorities themselves who
have spent some time denouncing this

"bourgeois" encroachment in the cultural fields. Prostitution, which had
disappeared in China, has re-appeared with the consequent spread in
venereal diseases. Old feudal customs
of marriages based on dowry payments and expensive and ostentatious

weddings have reappeared. Recently
news was received outside China, of
young women being taken from rural
areas

to be

‘sold’ to

men

in the towns.

There were reports of the ‘auctioning’
of young women with price tags fixed
in the necks of these ‘slave’ women a
fact that was reported by the Chinese
and foreign press alike.
-

These

developments in the socialcultural fields clearly reflect the changes in political and economic areas
and if

we are to

understand the anti-

enabling us to

see
cial basis of the

important in
the cultural and soapparently racial-

colour issue. It is clear that the colour
issue was being exploited to subjugate
the Chinese women, whereas the
African students’ contact with them
would have liberalised their contacts
and widened their knowledge of other

societies and cultures.
The Issue of

The

second

Privilege

element

which

ap-

peared and which is in fact connected
with the above, was the fact that the
Chinese male students detested the
fact that African students were paid

allowances ten times their own and
that they enjoyed better food, social
facilities and accommodation. This
element was then added to the first to
show that it was because the "black
devils" had these better prospects that

they

were

able to get

access to

their

women.

Here this economic aspect has two
sub-elements. One is a genuine, social
concern for equality of the student

Women
But what is

interesting is that these
apparently innocent colour denunciations of "black devils go home" were in
fact immediately connected with the
association of these African students
with Chinese women. Indeed the official statement refers to the incident
when African students tried to bring
Chinese woman to a Christmas Eve

community; the other is the political
element
of privilege
which the
Chinese bureaucrats enjoy but which
the Chinese students saw as being
reflected in this one-sided privilege to
the Africans. In their opinion, the
Africans

did

not

"deserve"

this

privileged treatment, again in racist
terms, since the Africans were cul-

turally considered by them

to be
element

party as having sparked off the first

"backward".

incident

brough out the convergence of the internal political grievance with the
issue of the African students and their
association with the Chinese girls and
here again it can be seen that the
colour clement was being exploited

on

the 24th December, 1988.

The

preoccupation of University officials to keep Chinese women students
away from Africans seems to have
been behind the building of a
"Chinese Wall" around the dormitory
which the African ‘foreign’ students
occupied in September 1988. This
wall was apparently pulled down
several times by African students as
something that was meant to insulate
them and isolate them from their
Chinese counterparts with whom they
were

supposed to learn. It should, of

course,

be noted that this attempt to

keep the Chinese girls away from the
with
the
additional
Africans,
propaganda that Africans were carriers of the dreaded ‘aids’ disease,
reflected a feudal cultural attitude,

which, as pointed out above, had already manifested itself in the Chinese
women
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slogans"!

African Students and Chinese

in the Soviet Union itself in the
advent of Gorbachev’s glasnost and
as

was

This
official Chinese statement issued in
Harare. The statement refers to certain "foreign students" as having been

even

perestroika. Regional and national

have to reflect, at the same
these developments. In fact

the connection here is

vis-a-vis the Chinese

men.

So

This

latter

for

an
otherwise genuine internal
political motive which could have

come out on

its

own.

In

disentangling this element, it is
issue of
better
facilities
and
receiving
better
privileges is unacceptable to us and to
the African people in general. African
governments must look at this complaint with the Chinese government
and insist that African students being
given scholarships in China share the
necessary to point out that the
African students enjoying

facilities and learn from one
another in order to bring about a
same

good cross-cultural exchange between
21

the two communities. This is more
educative than the formal class education about race relations. This should
be possible in China.
Conclusions

general. In this connection it is a
retrograde step in terms of the
Chinese reforms themselves to erect
new
"Chinese Walls" to separate
African students from their Chinese

counterparts.
We therefore

come

to the

following

conclusions: First, that the emergence
of racial-colour consciousness among
the Chinese young people and espc-

cially

among the Chinese
dents towards Africans is a

male sturetrograde
step that has arisen with the recent
economic and political changes in
China. Second, that this negative cultural development is connected with
western bourgeois cultural influence
which has rekindled feudal attitudes
to the Chinese women. Third, that the
issue of colour and the ‘blackness’ of
the Africans was merely exploited to

subjugate the Chinese women and
deny them the right to have contact
with African students and that this is
an

aspect of feudal attitudes against

Chinese women that have re-emerged
in China. Fourth, that the issue of special privileges for African students is a

genuine complaint of the Chinese students, although this also was exploited
for internal political struggles, but that
the African governments ought to
positively respond to this grievance
with the Chinese authorities. Finally,
that the proper way to encourage
cross-cultural imderstanding in the

existing conditions in China is to
‘open up’ Chinese students’ contact
with the African foreign students in

We
do
not
believe that the
withdrawal of African students will

help the situation. China needs the
Africans and Africans have

a

great

privilege to bring to China that understanding of our continent that the
Chinese people were denied by imperialism. In this connection, African
students have to show modesty and
understanding in this complex situation.

Having concluded in this
should

not

be said that

we

it

way,

have undu-

ly under-emphasized the historicalcultural aspect of Chinese isolation
and general disdain for foreigners. It
is well known that during the earlier
imperial dynasties of China, all foreigners were called ‘devils’. This ethnocentrism also extended to the
Chinese who were not within the environs of the imperial authority such

the Cantonese who also were
referred to in imperial China as Canas

kwai, i.e. ‘devils’. This eth-

tonese

nocentric narrowness exists in other
societies and in our own African

societies, this
in what

narrowness

is reflected

decry as tribalism. But it is
precisely because of this historicalwe

cultural narrowness, which was feudal

in character, that the Chinese revolution was waged and won.
Our
to

concern

in this article has been

decry that backward step taken in

China in combating this narrowness
and we traced this degeneration to the

political and economic changes that
have taken place recently. Those who
have looked at Mao Zedong’s political
writings will see the clarity with which
he condemned Han chauvinism. In
the same spirit Lenin fought vigorous-

ly

against

the

‘Great

Russian’

chauvinism.
Our

revolutionary task today is to

ethnic
and
national
chauvinism to build a truly one human
world community. This possibility is in
combat

grasp, and while we Africans may
be pained by what appears to be racial
discrimination in China, we have also
to look at ourselves critically in this

our

respect. Our own condemnation of racial discrimination will be much
effective if we do not exhibit the
weaknesses.

the

more
same

time
Africans expect that those countries
that have declared themselves to be
"socialist" and "natural allies" of'national liberation should be in the
forefront of this struggle. It is for this
At

same

reason a great
historical pity that
China, of all countries, should find it
necessary to defend itself against accusatiops of "apartheid" and racial
brutality of African students in their
prisons. •

P.O. BOX MP 111
NKHIPfT PL£ASAWT

HAHAPC.
OFFICE: 3rd FLOOR MASS MEOIA
HOUSE
19 SELOUS AVENUE

►\7<t SAFES

HARARE.

Tatophoiw: 72787S. 73273B

SOtfTV«JN A»CA PCXmOk tCONOMV SEWtS

64«4 AAPS ZW.

=PHOTOTYPESETTING=
SAPEM has
on our

s

now

introduced to you the public typesetting done
as well as cost-saving DESKTOP publishing

time-saving

computer.
DESKTOP publishing allows us to produce camera-ready copy
to you the customer.
We offer you speedy service as well as very competitive
prices.

Try

us

I
i

by calling:
TRISH SMITH at 727875

22

i
|

I

or

732735

SAPEM FEBRUARY, 1989

LIBERATION MOVEMENTS
Palestine Celebrates the
the Armed Struggle

Anniversary of

All Halimeh
Editor’s Note: This speech was
delivered by the Palestine Ambassador to Zimbabwe, AH Halimeh, at
the 20th Anniversary Celebration of
the launching of the armed struggle.
It is

great determination and hope. Hope
to bring an end to the occupation of
our

Palestinian land, while the last

two months

brought more hope and
optimism. Our people and the Palestine Liberation Organisation are

glorious occasion which we
are celebrating here today, in Zimbabwe, the twenty-fourth anniversary
of the laimching of the armed strug¬
gle.

determined to continue this process,
which is mainly aimed at bringing a

We Palestinians believe that it is an
historic moment, and I am convinced
that all our friends will share with us
in celebrating the importance of this
occasion in the history of the struggle
of the Palestinian people for national

launched our armed struggle, on the
1st of January, 1965, our intention was

a

independence.
It is with mixed

feelings, but it is a
reality today, that our Palestinian
people have sacrificed greatly to
reach this
thousands

situation. Hundreds of
or our Arab Palestinian

people have fallen on the road to
freedom and independence, all the
Arab nations sacrificed

on

the road to

liberty and independence.

its homeland in Palestine.
But

despite the brutal, criminal,
murder and genocidal policies of the
Zionist state of Israel, our people
remain strong and determined to face
this
conspiracy.
They
fought
courageously to protect 2md defend
the Palestinian national identity. This
is the glorious achievement which
que

a

uni-

and great phenomenon.^

Today as we enter the twenty-fifth
year of our revolution, we enter it with
SAPEM FEBRUARY, 1989

East conflict.

Comrade

not

to

Minister,

engage

when

we

ourselves, and the

whole Middle East, in a bloody war
aimed only at wasting human lives and

properties. For almost twenty years,
our
Palestinian people lived in
refugee camps under the most difficult conditions, not enjoying any of
the basic human or national rights.
Our
people have faced many
problems including social
and
economic ones aimed at denying the
Palestinian people the right to join
other

international communities in

contributing to the development of
this world. It

People were killed and murdered by
the hands of imperialism and its
agents in our region, and the Palestinian people are the victims of the
imperialist conspiracy which attempted to create a mihtary base in
the Middle East, in order to attack
and debilitate the Arab nation, and
deny the Palestinian people its right to

made the Palestinian revolution

peaceful settlement to the Middle

was a

hard time and

a

tragic situation. It was natural for our
people to emerge and declare their
rejection of this inhuman situation.
They declared their revolution on the
1st of January, 1965, led by a few
Palestinian pioneers. They launched
the armed struggle and fought the Israeli enemy. They fought other forces
who had decided to do the job of the
Israeli enemy. It was a great tragedy
to see some Arab elements involved in

the massacre and killing of the
tinians in their refugee camps.

Pales-

Our
revolution,
despite
the
hardships, conspiracies and direct
plots aimed at eliminating this revolution and destroying the achievements
of our people, remained strong and
fought these battles with great con-

fidence.
Comrade Minister, comrades and

friends, whatever

was

in the past.

today, and I repeat, today, the situation is different.
Comrades and

friends, the recent
developments in the region are a clear
indication of a new era emerging in
the Middle East. The recent resolutions of the Palestine National Coun-

cil and the speech Df the Chairman of
the Palestine Liberation Organisation
in Geneva shows clearly the new

political process and the commitment
of our organisation to co-operate with
the
international
community’s
demand is firm and clear.
We in the Palestine Liberation Or-

ganisation believe that the proposed
International Peace Conference is the

only forum that could lead to

a

settle-

ment in

the Middle East. From

side,

believe there is

we

no

our

justifica-

tion for the Israeli Government or the
United States of America to refuse
this conference. All other obstacles
were removed and I challenge the Israeli leaders to respond to the Palestine Peace Initiative. It is an oppor-

tunity to end the tragic situation in the
region. We call upon Israel and the
people in this state to accept the
Palestine state and the people of
Palestine as a reality. This is our fate,
let us work towards achieving our
people’s right to live and contribute to
this humanity. It is a chance for us to
live in harmony and work towards a
better life for our people. It is a call
directed to every honest Israeli who
believes in human dignity and honour
to respond to the voice of peace and
love. The coming days are crucial to
the history of our region. Let us make
use
of this genuine initiative and
achieve peace.

Comrades and
our

friends, the story of
unique one. Many hiswritten of it and they will

people is

torians have

a
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continue to write. It is a story of
human beings who love to live on their
national soil in peace and freedom.
We ask you to support those fellow
human beings.

Non-Aligned Movement,
people’s
appreciation
and
gratitude for the great efforts he has
our

made

with

celebrate with

our

us

people

and

inde-

never

and will

never

forget this freedom fighter, the revolutionary and principled man who has
always stood beside the freedom
fighters in Palestine, Namibia and

Arafat, and the leaders of the Palestine Liberation Organisation and on
my own behalf, our sincere thanks and

South Africa and wherever there is

a

fight for justice and national independence. We thank the people of
Zimbabwe for having supported the
cause of our people.

kind support,
of the Republic

your

also to the President
of
Zimbabwe, Comrade

Zimbabwe’s

tion. We shall

Palestinians this im-

portant occasion. I would like to take
this opportunity to express on behalf
of my Chairman, Brother Yasser

appreciation for

since

pendence and since he assumed the
chairmanship of the Non-Aligned
Movement. President Mugabe has a
special place in the hearts of our
people, oiu- leaders and our revolu-

Comrades and friends, I am greatly
honoured to see many friends here in
this hall coming to express their

solidarity

of the

man

Robert

We Palestinians salute the gallant
people of Namibia and South Africa
in the struggle for national independence. We express our firm support to the just struggle of the
Namibian people imder the sole and
legitimate respresentative, SWAPO.

extend our support to the
freedom fighters of South Africa and
all the nationalist forces who are fight-

We

ing the racist regime of South Africa.
are fighting together and we shall
continue fighting together until Pales-

We

tine, Namibia and South Africa

are

free.
Before ending my speech, let us
drink a toast for peace, love, kindness

and

Mugabe, and in his capacity as Chair¬

forgiveness.

Revolution until

victory. •
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Namibia: Which

Way 1989?

our

country, is like saying "thank you"

to a

thief!

What about the thousands of South

Africans, Namibians, Angolans and
people of the Frontline States who
have lost their lives, limbs and their

Kapuka N. Nauyala
The year 1988 was declared by the
Central Committee of SWAPO as the

of Unity and Popular People’s
action against apartheid colonialism
in Namibia. The year has been actionoriented and a year of revolutionary

year

results.
In

political and military terms,

witnessed
mobilisation and

have

effective

we

mass

political activities
against the illegal occupationist
regime in Namibia. The working class,
working People’s Movement and
other productive forces, have increasingly demonstrated their dislike and
non-acceptance of the racist authority
and its cohorts. Crippling economic
action has been directed at the regime
throughout the industrial and farming
sectors

-

strikes such

as

those at

Corporation
Anglo-American
(Tsumeb), Rio Tinto-Zinc (Rossing)
and CDM (Oranjemund) to mention
but a few. In addition to this, there
have been sit-ins as well as economic

sabotage aimed at weakening racist
military occupation.

South Africa’s

Unprecedented Achievements
Of significance is the unprecedented action taken by the youth and
students. The entire length and
breadth of academic Namibia par-

ticipated in anti-regime demonstrations and in aggressive harassment of
troops. Over 3,000 school children
boycotted schools, so that their
demands

for

the

removal

of the

regime’s racist soldiers, their puppets,
"South West Africa Territory Forces"
(SWATF) and Koevoet, would be
met. More than 5,000 of these young
Namibians decided to flee from their
beloved motherland.

Naturally, many have volunteered to
join SWAPO’s People’s Liberation
Army of Namibia (PLAN) to fight it
out, if necessary. They have taken a
very noble and heroic stance indeed,
one
required of all patriotic
Namibians.
Namibians of all socio-political
shades and all walks of life are
SAPEM FEBRUARY, 1989

prepared for the implementation of
UN Seciu-ity Council Resolution
435/78. They are anxiously awaiting
the

free, fair and legitimate elections
that must follow, under the supervision and control of the United Nations through its special representative.
For its

will

part, SWAPO has never and

never

leave

a

mobilisation

the

stone unturned in

of

the

broad

homes? Who is to pay for the
loss of life of these young,

tragic
useful
people who perished because of
Botha’s senseless war?

Furthermore, the sagging morale
and total loss of

discipline being experienced in the SADF/SWATF rank
and file and amongst the puppets, are
evidence of the serious problems
faced by the flagging regime. Increasingly, the regime is being brought to
its

senses.

spectrum of Namibian masses so that

able to exercise their inalienable human rights.
they

New York Accord

are

Making of a Nation
On national

questions - the issues of

hberation and nation-building - there
is to be no chest beating. Despite its
well earned authentic representative
status, SWAPO aims to include every
Namibian in the struggle, reconstruction and development of Namibia. Al-

ready, there has been a positive and
tremendously encouraging response.
Political and social groups,

traditional
chiefs, good-willed whites opposed to
South Africa’s domination, the clergy,
farmers, businessmen, academics and
civil servants participated in talks at
Kabwe (Zambia) and earlier at Stockholm and Harare. All want immediate
and unconditional implementation of
Resolution 435 for decolonisation and

national

independence.

P. W. Botha’s

Collapsing Back

The accord

recently signed at the
by Angola,
Cuba and South Africa, marks a significant departure from the intransigent politics of the racist regime.
turn

of 1988 in New York

All

things being equal, the ten-year
delayed Resolution 435 is expected to
be put into motion when UNTAG arrives in Namibia on April 1st 1989.
This will be followed by the repeal of
all discriminatory and racist laws. The
free return of all exiles will then take

place, followed by free and fair
democratic elections by November
1st, 1989. Finally, a free, democratic
and non-aligned Namibia will be
proclaimed on the basis of a constitution drawn up by the people’s elected
representatives in the Constituent Assembly. However, this is dependent
the attitude of the South Africans
in the coming months. Meanwhile, the
on

state

of

tinues.

•

no-war,

no-peace

con-

On the military front, the racist
regime has suffered great losses. Each
and every day becomes burningly hot

under its racist feet. Namibia has be-

come,-to borrow P. W. Botha’s words,
"a heavy and expensive baby". Yes.
Our PLAN combatants are prepared
to make Namibia too heavy a baby on
Botha’s aging and collapsing back!
It it entirely up to P. W. Botha and
his advisers to make the choice whether to continue this useless

colonial

war

costing the hapless tax-

payer Rl-3 million daily, or to opt for
peace. His ridiculous demand, that he
should be rewarded for plundering
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Nevertheless,

BOOK REVIEWS

for

the

sake

of

ideological clarity it should be stated
that the main and central charge of

Mao-Tsetung and Chimurenga: An
Investigation into Zanu’s Strategies

this discourse is that the two works
under review are a manifestation of
the underdevelopment of both the his-

Paresh

toriography and the jurisprudence of
organic liberatory processes in the
region.

Pandya (Skotaville Publisher, 1988)

White Man-Black War
Bruce

Mr

Moore-King (Baobab Books, 1988)

Bruce

Moore-King’s account
by those who have

needs to be read

Reviewed

Zimbabwe’s recent past, and
ticular the struggles leading to

in parthe attainment of political independence in
1980, have indeed become important
elements on the agenda of concerned
research scholarship on Southern
Africa.
Mao Tse

Tung (Mao Ze Dung) and

originally presented
at the prestigious University of South
Africa
the region and may be the
world’s oldest open university - for a
Master’s
degree
in
Strate^c
Chimurenga

was

-

studies/War studies.
White Man Black War, was penned
by someone who, willy nilly or through
the powerful influence of those
referred to in the book as "the elders",
-

found himself

on

the side of those for-

antagonistic to the movement for
partook in the bloody
which thousands of innocent lives perished, in the belief
ces

liberation and
crusade during

that the armed white man in Southern
Africa was fighting the forces of darkness, as

represented by the national

liberation movements.

Although it is not the normal convention in essay reviews to make
references to other reviews, the
reader is referred to the essay review
written by R. S. Roberts The Armed
Forces and

Chimurenga: Ideology and
Historiography, first written in 1979
when more than thirty people a day
were dying in Zimbabwe, "rhis essay
review which appears in a Journal
caX/t&å Heritage of Zimbabwe (Publication No. 7, 1987) gives a comprehensive overview of the written materials
on the subject covered in the two
books under review, and is furnished
with some assiduous footnotes which

constitute

a

good bibliography

what has been written
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never

by Thomas Mashanda-Shopo

on

on
the armed

found

time

Graves’ theses

episodes of Zimbabwe’s struggle for
independence, from the 1960s to 1979.
Paresh
lated for

Pandya should be congratudocumenting an important
phase of this country’s historical
development, using what can be
termed as the primary written and
oral sources. More questionable,
however, is the very scholarly bent of
the tmalysis, and indeed the very aims
of the study:
Since the campaigix not only took
place in Southern Africa, but also
in a country which shared certain
characteristics with South Africa,
albeit in a very limited sense, there
was a possibility that lessons or
conclusions applicable to a similar
stituation in South Africa might be
found to emerge as a by product of
research, (p.29)

two

undifferentiated
points to the underof the historiography
an

or as a cheap sales talk for
authors involved in the

production of the monographs that
constitute the purpose of this review,
should it be misconstrued
criticism of their respective
nor

as

toriographical assemblage points,
even

their

ideological ones.

cal criticism

the President’s stateentire problematique of

on

reconciliation.
The

style is definitely in the line of
trapping of
Joyce and other "streams of conMarechera with all the

sciousness" schools and Kerouac’s
sartori in Paris, all interwoven into a

seemingly incoherent mbcture of prose
and poetry to arrive at a very imporconclusion:

sanctions and South

African

that prevented our certain
victory. Yet I remember the areas
the enemy liberated. We did not
venture into those except in large
numbers, for brief periods of time
and with plenty of air-support. No
one pretended that we controlled
those
areas
the
enemy
had
liberated with their rusty rifles, their

pressure

The review that follows should not
be
misconstrued
as
either
an

the

post-war disillusionsampled the poetry or Yeats
done first year English practi-

ment on the

was

of liberation movements, a defect that
the late Aquino de Braganca sought
to ameliorate
at the Centre for
African Studies in Maputo.

apologium

Robert

now have a new saying
that has been adoled to the
Catechism. They say that we did
not lose the war militarily, that it

products of research, and whether in

developed state

read

My people

the critical areas of research such as
the histories of struggle, research
should just be seen as a technical instrument
for
producing
more

audience. It also

or even

tant

This opens up an enitre Pandora’s
box on the issue of the so-called by-

knowledge for

ment or

to

on

a

hisor

bare feet

and their courage.

The value

sought in any writings
concerning the historical rather than
the historic context of on-going struggles against public-cum-private sector
repression is that they must be based
on the cognition to revise opinionmaking structures in the international
research community. What is now expected of any concerned scholar is
that his or her writing must constitute
an organic crystallisation of freedomfighter group ideologies and historiographies that can constitute an
effective legal representation of the
primary sources for collective action
to take up arms and to spill blood for
the motherland and the fatherland.
What
themes

is

for

surprising following the
conventional practical
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criticism of intellectual and other

ex-

periences of the period 1972-9, is that
Bruce
Moore-King,
the
nonacademic, is sharper than Cde Pandya, in articulating what can best be
termed as the moral economy and
legitimacy of the armed struggle
without getting too embroiled in disentangling the organisational forms of
ZANLA.

Moore-King should therefore be
read together with the two excellent
articles by Janice McLaughlin and
Ngwami Bhebhe in the following artides:
We did it for Love: Refugees and
Religion in the camps in Mozambique
and
Zambia
during
Zimbabwe’s Liberation Stmggle

and
The Evangelical Lutheran Church
in Zimbabwe and The War of
Liberation 1975-1980
in the magisterial: Church And State
In Zimbabwe (Mambo Press)
It is

clear, especially from Bhebhe’s
very graphic accounts of the operations of Chapungu in what is now
called Mberengwa, and the contrasting experiences and pattern of social
relations

between

the

villages he
studied, that in the final analysis it was
not some strategy from the Centre or
High Command that was to be
decisive, but how guerrillas were able
to form organic linkages in the community.
The ‘pungwe’ does not have to be
translated into "Maoist" terminology.
It does not really matter whether
ZANLA’s strategy was Maoist-based
in the transition from the post-neocolonial situation to the post 1980 era
in Zimbabwe’s historical developmcnt.

Instead of

convening any more symstudies, strategic studies
and so on, with appropriate
funding
from the loots of regional elites and
posia

on war

other members of the invisible robber
world baronage, the two books could
constitute a meaningful agenda for a

symposium to review the state and
arts of historiography of national
liberation.
R. R. Roberts has issued this chal-

lenge to scholars in Zimbabwe, who
ever

wrote

in

support of national

SAPEM FEBRUARY, 1989

from their own "conditioned" assemblage points, about the
final phase of the war:

liberation

Yet

the Mass Stmggle in progress,
which as the movement develops,
as the class consciousness of the
masses

having little evidence from the

nationalists’ side, we cannot be
sure whether this step back
from
guerrilla warfare is the result of an
overall military strategy of disper-

sal, with

an

inevitable dimunition

of intensity offighting or whether it
is a recognition that, with the entergence of the other Black leaders
and the 64 percent turn out

April 1979 election,
base can no longer
grartted and has to
before the guerrilla

in the
the political
be taken for
be reformed
stage of the

Maoist doctrine is reached. Nevertheless violence and force are used,
wherever the situation allows it

(against largely unguarded schools,
clinics, government offices and officials, dip tanks, communication,
etc.), in order to maintain the
military situation and prevent a deescalation into a merely political
situation
The only real parallel
that remains is that ZANLA has by
its disruption made the recent and
any further elections, political
refonn and other political parties
.

.

grows,

as

economic and

political crises become acute, continually gives rise to new and varied
methods ofdefence and attack.
It is also hoped that the projects on
social movements should forthwith
cease their preoccupation with annotated bibliographies and other

ephemeral impedimenta,

s

Secondarily there must be a cessation of their preoccupation with the
so-called
methodologies for the
description of the trajectories of the
social movements for national liberation from private and public sector

repression, in Southern Africa. It
might be worthwhile for those who
fetishize methods to ponder on the
methodology for the construction of
the Qurah described by E. Royston
Pike: (which are quite reminiscent of
ths PUNGWE)

.

irrelevant - at least to the
Western world, particularly Britain,
which in the long nin will probably
have more to do with a settlement
than any Zimbabwean electorate.
seem

Regardless of R. S. Robert’s modesty, maybe he should be invited to
review how the emanations of Baobab
Press and Skotaville authors add or
subtract to rich historiography on
liberation in Zimbabwe. For this par-

ticular reviewer, the task of reviewing
the two books was certainly salutary.

Although Lenin

never personally
and there was no
protracted period of guerrilla warfare
Viet Cong style in the Russian Empire, his historical materialist principles continue to determine the
highest forms of struggle against
finance imperialism: According to the
recent translation from the Russian:,

wielded the gun

Lenin wrote concerning guerrilla warfare (from Novosti Press Agency,

Lenin, 1987:61)
What
are
the ' fundamental
demands which every Marxist
should make of an examination of
the question of fonns of stmggle?
In
the first place,
Marxism
demands an attentive attitude to

There

seems to

have been

no

sys-

tematic

reporting. As the words
were pronounced by the
Prophet in
his trance-like state they were scribbled on anything that came handy scraps of parchment and leather,
camels’ shoulder blades and mutton bones, ribs of palm-leaves,
pieces of board; and then these
were flung
higgedly-piggedly into a

chest

or

some

other convenient

receptacle. Quite

a number of-the
written down at all,
memorized by those

suras were not

but

were

standing by. Only when the Prophet
was

dead and there could be no
revelations was the necessity

more

for putting on record what he had
said properly realised. (Canning
1966:82-83)

HITE
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ARTS AND CULTURE

Censoring the African Poem:
Reflections
Jack

Mapanje

Editor’s Note: Jack Mapanje, poet and

writer, is a prisoner
of consciousness held in detention in Malawi since Septemher, 1987. A version of this paper was presented at the Conference on Poetry and Literature (Stockholm, July 1987)
As I intend to take you through a series

of bizarre and largely personal anecdotes which might overshadow what I am
trying to say, let me summarize my talk.
In the last twenty years in certain
independent African
we have witnessed an unprecedented develop-

countries,
ment

of indiscriminate

censorship of African writing and

other cultural artefacts, under the pretext of protecting
African societies against the decadence of writers and artists. The situation has become so serious now that writers,
scholars and others must take stem measures to counteract

this

development. I suggest that writers use as much subtlety and imagination to fight censorship as they do to fight
the injustice and exploitation of this world in their works.
This is particularly so because censorship in Africa no
longer concerns itself with the protection of human rights
or the civil and political liberties which African
governments ratify at the United Nations as soon as
they join that
international body. The objective of most Censorship
Boards is first and foremost to protect the censors from dismissal and to protect the oppression of the governments
which establish them; censorship ultimately protects
African leadership against truth.
Secondly, I suggest that there are no ‘collaborators’ and
‘exiles’ in this fight. These labels which we have tended
to throw at each other over the years are now dated.
Today
it is generally accepted for instance, that the children of
Soweto and other townships in South Africa have contributed more to the war against the injustices of apartheid
than most exiles would care to admit. Therefore, let us all
fight together and I suggest that we adopt the arrogant and
complacent tone which the censors adopt when they deal
with writers. African writers, artists and scholars must be
no

custodizins of African culture; not the censors and the
politicians they represent. Writers know as well as any
what’s best for African societies. I suggest further that we
even peep into the drawers of censors, in order to
properly counteract every move they make against us.

Finally, although such action might be dangerous and
limited, I suggest that the victory or reward to be
gained (even if it cones after one’s lifetime), has its delights.
Naturally the ideal situation is not to fight but to go on writing in spite of the censors, but if censors become the menace
they are in some countries, then the declaration of war,
however lonely and thankless the results and however
frustrating and humiliating, is probably the best move. On
this point the famous Polish novelist Tadeusz Konwicki
recently noted the following in Index On Censorship of
success

March 1986,
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writing under censorship has positive aspects. It
The fact of having
to face a censor can mobilize a writer to create
ways of
by-passing censorship; it forces the writer to employ
metaphors which raise the piece of writing to a higher
...

can

be like gambling or doing battle.

level.
I will now take you through one or two
had with censorship in Malawi.

experiences I have

In 1981 I published a book of poetry in the United
Kingdom called Of Chameleons and Gods. Let me trace
briefly its banning story. The book had an auspicious
launching at the National Poetry Society in London, where
friends, a few critics, publishers, students of African literature, cynics and two informers of the Censorship Board in
Malawi came. So it was an event. I mean Malawi ought to
have been grateful that one of her sons was putting them on
the literary map; he was joining others who had done the

before. But this was not to be. For a while I was in
London and after several positive reviews of the verse, news
had it that the book would be banned in Malawi. I had
same

heard, for example, that the Special Branch had bought all
the fifty copies left in the Malawi University Bookshop and

thrown the copies into pit latrines. Another
told to send the books back to London.

bookshop was

No reason was given for the withdrawal of the book. I
then wrote a letter to one of the censors, whom I knew, to
find out whether the stories I had heard were true. I was
told instead that I should have sent the manuscript of the
poems to them before publication; but I was assured that
the book was still in circulation; university students could

read it as part
satisfied.
One year

of their course on East African writing. I was

after its publication, however, I got

letter from one of the publishing companies in
was dated 13th April, 1982, and
among other
editor said:

unusual
Malawi. It
things the

an

I have been contemplating a Malawian version of‘Of
Chameleons and Gods’ which should give our literary
series a blasting send-off (sic). This is an area I am

trying to develop. I need something powerful to start us
off. Should you give usyour consent to proceed, itwould
be necessary to delete certain titles (poems) which to
quote one anonymous analyst ‘poke at wou/tds that are
still raw in Malawian history. ’
My friend, for so he called me, went on to enumerate the
implications of his request. "Malawians will have the chance
SAPEM FEBRUARY, 1989

to read

freely at least eighty percent of your poems, and I
think that both you and the Malawian readership do desire
to share experience contained there. For this to happen of

We can all read what we like into the events I have just
sketched. What was fascinating to me was the arrogance of
the censors; why they did not give reasons for the
withdrawal of the book. If the aim was to stop anybody writ-

will need to buy a license from Heinemaim
(publishers), after you have given us a written consent to
proceed to publish it with the omissions". Then my friend
asked me to give his regards to my family.

course, we

ing a similar book surely they had not succeeded in showing how future writers ought to proceed. It was at this point
that I had a breakthrough in my search. I had discovered by
pure chance that the readers of my book for Censorship
Board had been academics, writers, and respectable members of the community. The fact that the readers were mostly graduates was in itself a great achievement for the Censorship Board and for the country as a whole. We got used
to readers who could not read English or French properly
and who only banned a book because of its title (if is
sounded revolutionary) or because of the use of four-letter
words. On this occasion one distinguised professor’s report
to the Board on Of Chameleons and Gods said: "This is
serious literature. Profoundly moral in its concern." A
writer and lecturer had the following opinion, "I personally don’t see anything explicit, refering to the local scene

The mind still boggles about what the Malawian version
of already Malawian verse would be and what the omissions
would have been. It was at this stage that I decided to try to

get to the bottom of the matter. I would have to go home
and find out what actually was happening. The concluding
words in my friend’s letter were particularly revealing. He

said, "I hope you can give me a quick reply to this note, even
if the

answer

to my

proposition is "no"."

In my reply I told my friend to wait until I finished my
studies. When I retiumed home, we would sort out what he
had proposed. I suggested to him that perhaps I should
write a poem one day called ‘On Poking at Raw Wounds of
the Nation’. When I returned home in April 1983, the matter was never raised. We politely avoided mentioning the

here."
Another person whom I knew said, "these poems are, on
the surface, trivial and difficult to understand. But as the

‘blasting send-off which they (whoever they were) were
probably planning to give me, rather than the poems.

publisher and the author say, his voice has been muffled.
He is naturally critical of the situation. Recommendation it may not be necessary to ban these poems as a whole or in
part, but some should be deferred for the time being".
Another ex-student of mine working in government said,
"my own impression about these poems is that the poet is
expressing his bitterness against the system; but I could be
wrong because it is difficult to decode somebody’s
camouflaged works in the absence of some inside
knowledge into what he had in mind when writing them;
Verdict: Doubtful". Then there were two literary
pedestrians who couldn’t care less and who simply said,

In 1984

Of Chameleons and Gods was reprinted, mainly
because of sales outside Malawi, and much to the anger of
several members of the Censorship Board. For if copies of
the book sold within Malawi, it must have happened unofficially. I will not record all the jokes and reactions people
confronted me with about the poems. "One day we will freely buy your book in these bookshops," said one sarcastically. "Why do you bite the finger that feeds you," asked
another. There was

more.

All this time however, I had been

my own private spying. I wanted to know who had
read the book for the censors for it to be in such a limbo

doing

and what

they had actually said about the poems.

"Verdict

day one of my ex-students who was teaching in a
secondary school wrote me a letter to ask what wrong I had
done. He then enclosed a photocopy of a circular letter
One

person
as

a

be withdrawn

without

from

use

in

our

schools and colleges

delay.

some

I

as possible.

That Felix Mnthali’s poems

eluded the censors was
surprising because the book first appeared in Zambia
before mine and lots of people in Malawi had copies. To
date nobody has brought a copy of Mnthali’s poems to the
censor to my knowledge; obviously the book is so precious
that nobody wants to give up their copy.
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was another reason for not banning the book.
by one of the censors that banning was too drastic a step to be taken. It would make me a hero and they
didn’t want many of those. Or if it was later discovered that
the book was wrongly banned (and this is apparently what
happened when the Head of State brought a gift of a book
from America, only to discover that it had been banned and
as a consequence he had to force its unbanning and change
the composition of the Censorship Board!), they would be
safe from blame. Or if I became sufficiently important in
time, then I would have no serious grounds to have the
Board sacked. All these trivial matters raise the major question of who actually censors and for what purpose?

But there

copies of When Sunset Comes to Sapitwa’,

another collection ofpoems by Professor Felix Mnthali,
are in circulation in some schools and colleges. This
book has not been censoredby the Board. Thoseinstitutions which are in possession of copies of this collection
should submit them to the Chief Censoring Officerfor

vetting as soon

well

U.K.

It has also come to the notice of the Board of Censors
that

problem".

who was rumoured to have had informers, students
as lecturers, who would report to him about the
political activities of some students and lecturers so that he
in turn could report to the appropriate authorities. Apparently it was these informers who had told him that I was
not intending to go back to Malawi after my studies in the

inform you that ‘Of Chameleons and

collection ofpoems by Dr Jack Mapanje, has
been delcared an unsuitable book for schools and colleges in the country. And copies of the collection should
Gods’,

no

Yet even after these reports which had effectively recommended the book should not be banned, the censors
decided not to allow it to circulate. Why? I discovered that
there was an influential man in the University who was consuited on matters like these. It was he who was supposed to
have decided to do nothing about the book. It was the same

which he had got from the Ministry of Education and Culture about my book. The letter was dated June 1985 and it
read;
I would like to

-

.

was

told

There is yet another version of the banning or withdrawing of my book. It was the introduction which caused the
29

problem and the introduction read, "The verse in this
in which I have been
attempting to find a voice or voices as a way of preserving
some sanity. Obviously, where
personal voices are too easily muffled, this is a difficult task
But the exercise has
been, if nothing else, therapeutic; and that’s no mean work
in our circumstances"! Clearly to those people who have not
suffered or whose relatives have not been imprisoned, the
claim inherent in these words can only express ingratitude
volume spans some ten turbulent years

...

to the

‘friends’ said was
dangerous. It is called Making Our Clowns Martyrs. The
scenario I describe in the poem is so commonplace that it
is difficult for any normal person to see the source of the
trouble. A government minister has lost his job. He has to
go back home to his hut in the village. In his folly he had not
tried to improve his hut whilst he was a minister. The
problem was that in a country where these matters are not
discussed publicly and freely this poem is too explicit.
Everybody reads their own personalities into the scenario.
And fortunately as more and more ministers fall or lose
their job, the poem gains more relevance.
You might think I am exaggerating the issue, but this is
what is actually happening in certain countries in Africa.
The point is, it is easy to see for instance,

why in a recent
production in Malawi of Ntwa and Ngwema’s South
African play Woza Albert the censors should insist that
producers cut out lines such as "She killed my brother with
fuck". At least the four-letter word is there. But here is

passage

which

was

censored from the

same

I cannot leave my

employer threatening to cut the wages of Mbongeni, a
servant/worker, and others. The following discussion bethe

two was censored:

Mbongeni. The boss can’t cut salary.
Percy. Ek gaan dit doen! (I’m going to do it)
Mbongeni. That’s not showing sympathy for another man.
living is too high. There is too much inflation.

The cost of

Percy. Zuluboy! Zuluboy! You sit around waiting from
and tell me about the cost of
living? You talk of inflation? What do you know about inflation? I’ve got you here, just here. One more mistake, once
more cheeky, and you’re fired!
Morena and then you come

Mbongeni. Okay. All right boss. Let’s talk business like
people.

two

Percy. (Bangs

on

the box): He-ey! Push the truck, man!

Mbongeni. (Furious, bangs on the box. Percy retreats
Hey! You must listen nice when

towards his office space):
another man talks!

Percy. Okay. Talk, talk. (Mbongeni advances.) No-talk
there, talk over there!

over

Mbongeni. (Backs away): All right, okay, okay. The
poeple want increase. Where’s the money for the people?
Percy. Increase?
I suggest that the reason this discussion was censored is
that the idea of cutting people’s salaries was very much alive
in government at the time of the
censoring; that

everybody
talking about inflation and the cost of living and that
people in government were talking about the need for salary
was

increases.

property without anyone to take
of it. Sometimes they say that for the man who has

relatives, the government can be his relative. But I
don’t want any of those people to get hold of
my property.Iwill develop a stomach ulcer ifIfelt that one ofthese
fat oaves vviw riding about in my Mercedes Benz. Or any
no

of these. (He points to the woman.).
We can see how the censor becomes the
interpreter of
this employer here. The censor ingeniously builds parallels
between the ailing chief who has a lot of property and
women but no relatives or heirs to the
throne, and the

prevailing ailing political leadership. The censor does not
the audience watching his play to relate these words
to the present situation in a
country where succession is a
problem.

want

Another most obvious form of censorship consists of
tearing pages from books of reference to people who have
contributed to the independence of the country but who are
not discredited because they criticized the
system and left
the country when their lives were threatened.

a

play. Percy is

an

30

censors:

care

I also discovered one poem which some

tween

ing short speech by ailing Chief Alagba was also cut by the

establishment.

too

a

In order to protect the establishment, which is the
target
of these activities, the censor cuts the passage out so that
the relevance of the discussion and the play to the
present
Malawian situation is minimized, and the status
quo is
maintained. In Kole Omotoso’s play The Curse the follow-

I

remember, when I first joined the staff of the university,
seeing the late Professor James Stewart going through the
humiliation of ripping David Rubadiri’s poems out of the
Heinemann anthoXo^ Poems from East Africa, edited
by
David Cook and David Rubadiri. And in 1976 James Gibbs
edited Nine Malawian Plays, a book which had been cleared

by the Censorship Board before its publication by
Montford Press in Limbe. But after the third week of
publication Gibbs and the publisher were ordered to withdraw
all copies of the plays, and the introduction which Gibbs
had included after clearing it with the censors was to be
removed from the book and another more
acceptable one
written. One can only guess at the reasons for such irrational behaviour; even Gibbs was not told what was
wrong with
the introduction, which as 1 say, had been
acceptable before
the publication of the book.
Don’t ask

how

write under such cirGroup at the
university. Most of the Malawian writers who are writing
today, with the exception of our earliest and most eminent
writer David Rubadiri, have at one time or another been
members of this group which holds its informal
meeting
every Thursday and where lecturers and students as well as
people outside the university discuss their works before
publication. It is a thankless cultural exercise to the nation;
only time will probably tell of its impact.
me

we

manage to

cumstances. In 1970 we started the

Writers’

In certain parts of
independent Africa then, censorship
is deliberately established to
discourage the development
of authentic African culture. The objective of
censorship is
to humiliate writers or ‘trim them to
manageable size’.

Writers

are meant to feel
guilty; to feel that they are not
good citizens, that they are not doing things for the good of
the nation; that they are ungrateful people.

The development of national cultures is supposed to be
controlled by a few censors and their informers. The writer
SAPEM
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is

a

nuisance. Even constructive criticism from writers

gling to gather into some coherent poem:

(most of whom are responsible citizens by anybody’s standards) is scorned. Those who have political and economic
power are the people who know best what is good for the
masses or our people. Poetry does not feed anybody, it only
exposes the dirty linen of Africa to the World Bank and
IMF. African countries must be projected as calm, orderly
and peaceful, otherwise IMF and the World Bank will not
lend us the money the starving masses require. We are all
familiar with the story and the travesty of truth it entails.

On

ofyour banning order is not
Pungent enough afterfour years & one reprint dear sister
& your brother’s threat,
‘Your chameleons poke at the raw wounds of
Our nation!’ won’t rhyme ho\yever much you
Try. To ban, bum or merely withdraw from
Public engagement, what’s the difference? It
Still humiliates our readers, you & me. And
What do you see in these senile chameleons.
These gouty, mythical gods & libertine Mphunzi
Leopards to warrant all the heat? Haven’t you
Heard the children’s riddles yet or the jokes
At the market place about your chiefs & their
Concubines? How do you enjoy squinting only
At lines without bothering to ask what even
Swallows perched on the barbed wires of your
Central prisons already know? Wlto doesn’t
Kjiow who pokes at whose nation’s wounds raw?
& why should my poking at wounds matter more
Than your hacking at people’s innocent necks?
No, for children’s sake, unchain these tniths
Release the veneyou’ve locked in our hearts. •

When I was coming to this conference I decided to confront one of the censors again. I suggested to her that we
are all trapped. They banned my book because if they didn’t

they would lose their jobs, especially when somebody discovered the poems and provided his/her own interpretation
to the events described there. But the censor insisted that
my book had

only been withdrawn from circulation. I asked,

"Is that what I should tell my friends at Stockholm when they
ask me about the book?" The answer was, "Just tell them
that your book has not been banned, it has only been
withdrawn from circulation; that means you could have the
book in yom house if you wanted; it’s not illegal". I con-

tinued, "how could anyone have the book in their house
when it has been withdrawn from circulation; when it’s not
even available?" The answer shot out, "Technically, because

have not been gazetted, no one could harass you’. I will
spare you the story of my harassment. Instead allow me to
conclude by these incomplete lines which I have been strug-

you

%

Banning Of Chameleons and Gods (June, 1985)
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SAFES NEWSLETTER
Inauguration of SAFES Seminar Series
The Southern Africa Political

Economy Series is pleased to
monthly Seminar programme on Southern Africa.

announce

The SAFES Seminar provides a forum for social scientists and scholars
meet and discuss issues relating to
developments in the

the launching of the

on

Southern Africa to

region and to enhance discourse

methodology in the social sciences.

on

The

inaugural seminar was held at the Harare Holiday Inn, on 27 January 1989. At this
inaugmal seminar, Profe^or Peter Anyang’ Nyong’o presented a paper entitled Political
Instcéility and the Prospect for Democracy in Africa. The seminar was attended by more than
thirty participants drawn from various academic institutions in Zimbabwe, Soudiern Africa
and beyond. The discussion which followed the
presentation was enriching, thought-provoking
though inconclusive as to the precise definition of democracy and the fondamental political
economy concepts of resistance and pactology (the alliance between the military, the
bureaucrats, the intelligentsia, and the capitalists).
One area which aroused debate was the
question of resistance and accommodation in post
colonial Africa undei; conditions of extreme
underdevelopment. It was noted in general that
there appears to be an obvious degree of correlation between the
development of productive
forces and the level of resistance to autocratic and authoritarian

regimes. Societies that have
undergone minimal proletarianisation and capitalist accumulation have tended to be more
accommodating to quasi-feudal and authoritarian political systems, just as those that are
commercially oriented (rentier) states are prone to pactologies - dominated by the military in
alliance with the petit or comprador bourgeoisie.
It

noted that such characterisation of political processes was rather
problematic as the
of Cote d’Ivoire and Kenya suggest In the latter case there
appears to be a higher
degree of participation in the political process by the populace than in the former. It was
further noted that is not the quantitative participation which mattered most but rather the
was

cases

qualitative popular involvement. As such,

one

volunt^ popular participation. Put differently,

has to distinguish between involuntary and
there is need to critically analyse the much

publicised free and fair electoral process in Africa.

Focus of the Seminar

Programme

The Seminar Series will revolve around four main themes:
democracy (popular participation
and the social movements including liberation
movements); the state and agriculture;
industrialisation and technological development; and regional

co-operation and integration.

Scholars in the region who would like to
participate in the SAFES Seminar Series should send
their papers to the address listed below. The
papers should not be more than twenty-five pages
long. The authors are frirther requested to send an abstract of not more that 225 words.

Papers for presentation should be sent to;

s

Mapopa Chipeta

SAFES Seminar Series
Mass Media House
P.O.BoxMPlll
Mount Pleasant

Harare, Zimbabwe
The next seminar will be held on 24th
The One Party State in Africa. ♦
32

February, 1989; and the topic for discussion will be

on:
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There’s

no

how far

telling

some

people will go to
their delegates’
attention

get

at

5-1

conferences.

5

Understandable, really. Once a delegate’s office knows where
even the best speaker won’t be able to hold his attention!

to contact

him,

The

problem with far-off conference venues, however, lies in their inaccessibility
“Shipping” delegates backwards and forwards is a time consuming and costly
exercise, and, should one of them need to get back home in a hurry, well
-

.

.

.

The Kadoma Ranch Motel is

just over an hour’s drive from Harare City Centre
and we’re convinced that that, in itself is reason enough as to why the Kadoma
Ranch Motel is the ideal venue for your conference.

Of course, we could tell you about our excellent conference facilities, our
luxurious (and we really mean luxurious) accommodation and fine cuisine but every other venue you consider will probably say much the same. We would
rather have you

delighted

to

tell us what you’re looking for in a conference venue
see just how accommodating we can be.

-

you’ll be

Kadoma Ranch Motel
Kadoma Ranch Motel

Kadoma Ranch Motel is

The
a

Telephone Kadoma 2321/2/3/4/5

Conference Specialists

division of Art
or

write

to

Corporation Limited

P.O. Box 874, Kadoma, Harare

LONRHO, PART OF THE STRENGTH
OF ZIMBABWE
Lonrho's great strength lies in its ability to create much needed foreign
exchange, notably through exports but also by way of import substitutions.
The diversity of its many activities enable Lonrho to make a major impact on
Zimbabwe’s economy.

Among the most prominent of Lonrho’s currency earners are:*

MINING IN ZIMBABWE
Lonrho
investment

produces over one third of the Nation’s gold.and constant
enables the Company to look forward to increased output in the
future.

THE WATTLE COMPANY LIMITED
ZSll million exports of wattle extract and coffee.

58 000

LONRHO RANCHING OPERATIONS
— helping the C.S.C.'s beef export drive.

prime cattle on six ranches

DAVID WHITEHEAD TEXTILES LTD.
Exported over Z$16 million worth of produj^ iff 1987
1

LONRHO MOTOR INDUSTRIES LTD.
agricultural tractors. Manufacturers o!
vehicle components and parts.

Assemblers of commercial vehicles and

Our purpose —

self sufficiency in Zimbabwe through development and
improved technology.

LONRHO
t

PART OF THE STRENGTH
OF ZIMBABWE
^
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LONRHO
ZIMBABWE
LINTAS: WORLDWIDE 8062
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