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EDITORIAL

Whither Southern Africa?
We mark the occasion of the first

anniversary of SAPEM

with the theme: Whither Southern Africa?

The question is

being asked of the historical, socio-economic and political process that characterises the sub-region. But it is also
being asked of SAPEM in its attempt to mobilise scholarship and public opinion alike, into a debate about this
process

of which we are

an

pre-empted or sometimes even hijacked, by the forces of
imperialist machination. This is all part of the neocolonialist de.sign that has pervaded the liberation struggle in Southern Africa has sought to undermine the
political independence of Angola and Mozambique; and
has underpinned the quest for regional cooperation of
which SADCC in the best example.

integral part.
And

In the

of this last year

that SAPEM has been in existence, the magazine has sought to highlight some of the
themes that reflect the Southern African geopolitical and
socio-economic scene. It has done so always within the
context of the international economic and political
climate without which it would be difficult, if not impossible, to begin to understand the problem that is in
course

Southern Africa.
Our

writers, mostly academicians, theorists and political

activists from within and without the

sub-region, have
grappled with subjects that include the following: the form
and content of Black Struggles in South Africa and the extent to which Marxism-Leninism pervades or influences a
Struggle (of the African people) that is essentially
nationalist in character; the role and growing demise of
the South African state

it faces a fate that inevitably
faces all white settler colonial states; the recent AngolaNamibia talks; and the role of international financial institutions in Southern Africa.

These themes

as

have, perhaps, raised more questions than

about the

possible future of the sub-region as we
phase in the history of white settler
colonialism. For, as certain as it is that progress is being
made in respect of the central objective of liberating
Africa from all vestiges of colonialist and racial oppresanswers

enter

this final

sion, it is doubtful that the African States themselves will
in the foreseeable future

economic
So that

develop the political and
capacity to fight neo-colonialism.
this

period, since the demise of the Forempire in Africa (1974) to the present
day, has been characterised by a mixture of progress and
drawbacks, hope and despair. This is because the neocolonialist experience in Southern Africa is both complex
and perplexing; it reflects the peculiarities ofthe colonisation process and the attendant legacy of imperialist
domination (that also exhibits a fascinating paternalist
relationship between imp>erialist and the African states
themselves). Not surprisingly, even the best of African initiatives at political and economic liberation have variously been either unduly frustrated, mediated, perhaps, even
even

tuguese colonial

2

the

as

progressive world anxiously awaits the long-

awaited birth of a free Namibia and
many will

a

free South Africa,

be justified in expressing suspicion at the likely

form and content of such

an

outcome. Is

it fair and realis-

tic to expect that a negotiated settlement of the South
African problem itself is on the cards; and to conclude that
such
ment

process would find the National Liberation Moveof South Africa in a much weaker position than that

a

initially experienced by the Zimbabwean comrades at
Lancaster House in 1979? (we hear that the Boers are
planning a replacement of Pieter Botha with a leader they
consider more able to mobilize the laager for the hard batties ahead!)
There

are

many

factors

-

including

a rear

base (the

Frontline

States) that is also in favour of a negotiated set-

tlement

that

might influence the National Liberation
the
the
liberation forces continue as relentlessly as we would expect; what is the likely reaction of the US imperialists and
their allies? And what is likely to be the reaction of the
Frontline States when they inevitably find the war situation unbearable and threatening to the security of their
-

Movement to accept a compromise. But let’s suppose
situation becomes more complex than it is and that

States? And how will the various classes and forces within

the South African situation

including the National
light of a protracted
war and given the nature of imperialist and bourgeois
hegemony in South Africa?
Liberation Movement

-

react

-

in the

The answers to these questions will, of course, also determine the future of such regional organisations as the
SADCC. But there is no doubt that the struggle for

genuine economic cooperation and autonomous development in Southern Africa is real, many-faceted and possibly very long. It is hoped that SAPEM will continue to
contribute towards an analysis of these and other issues;
and that it will, in the years and decades ahead, grow and
develop into a viable forum for those concerned about this
our sub-region. And SAPEM takes this opportunity to
thank all those who have contributed in any way towards
SAPEM attaining the first step in what is clearly going to
be a long and difficult march. •
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independence to the country and peace to Southern Angola.

REGIONAL NEWS

August, the South West African People’s Organization
(SWAPO) said it would observe a ceasefire from Septem-

In

Southern Africa

ber 1 in the country on condition that South Africa did the
same. South Africa, in return, said it would, and the duskto-dawn curfew in the North - which has been in effect for

No Peace Agreement

than a decade
the ceasefire offer.

on

October 1 if SWAPO adhered to

South Africa, Angola and Cuba have failed to agree on
the timetable for the withdrawal of Cuban troops from

more

Angola, following the latest meetings in Brazaville and

But residents report that fighting between PLAN guerillas and South African security forces is a daily occurrence.

New York.

The failure to reach

an

agreement will also slow down

the

process for independence in Namibia, which Pretoria has
linked to the withdrawal of Cuban troops from Angola.
But US officials

-

mediators in the peace

talks

-

say

that

-

heavy South African military build-up has also been
reported in northern Namibia, with tanks being moved to
various strategic locations and newly-built anti-aircraft
guns scattered throughout the "operational area".
A

still committed to the November 1 deadline
for the start of implementation of UN Resolution 435 - the
all sides

are

Namibian peace

Zambia

plan.

Resuming Ties With IMF

The three sides will meet later this month in Brazaville to

try

and seal

Zambia’s President Kenneth Kaunda has said that his

an agreement.

country will

Namibia
UN Team
The 23;member

resume

Begins Fact-finding Mission

United Nations technical team arrived in

Namibia in early October to begin its two week research
visit on the logistics and facilities available for the possible

arrival of the United Nations Transition Assistance

Group (UNTAG).
The team’s members represent

eighteen countries and

their visit to the South African-occupied territory was a
direct result of recent talks between UN Secretary-

GeneralJavier Perez and South .African President P. W.
Botha.
Several members of the group flew to the war-torn North
and the team has held numerous meetings with the busi-

community and also with the country’s Chief of
Police, General Dolf Gouws. One member of the team
said that at the end of the tour in Namibia, two members
may travel to Pretoria to finalise logistics. "When we get
back to the UN headquarters in New York, we will report
to the Secretary-General so that he can finalise the
emplacement of UNTAG here prior to independence
elections in terms of UN Secretary Council Resolution
43.5", said Cedric Thornberry, head of the team.
If South Africa, Cuba and Angola reach an agreement of
the withdrawal of Cuban troops from Angola, Pretoria has

decide at the end of this

ties with the International

year

whether it will

Momentary Fund

(IMF).
Kaunda said that his government

has sent half yearly
World Bank on the country
economic recovery programme. No comments have been

reports to the IMF and
received

so

far

on

the reports.

Zambia broke off ties in May 1987 with the IMF and
troduced its own economic recovery programme

inin
August. Under the programme, price controls were re-introduced, the exchange rate was fixed at eight kwachas
equal one US dollar, and interest rates were stabilised to
between 15-20%. The economic recovery programme
also restricted debt service to 10% of the net foreign ex-

change earnings.
SixAmiy Officers Arrested

ness

said that it will grant Namibia independence under UN
Resolution 435. A timetable for the start of the UN plan
has been set for Nov 1 with elections in the

territory next

June.

Six army officials, including the retired army commander,
Lt. General C. Tembo, and three civilians have been arrested for

The arrests come in the wake of the country’s general elec-

tions on October 26. Kaunda is the sole presidential candidate in the elections and has ruled the country since

independence in 1964.
No

Residents in northern Namibia continue to report

skirPeople’s Liberation Army of Namibia
(PLAN) and the South Africa Security Forces. The war
continues in the North despite diplomatic efforts to bring

mishes between the
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Meeting with Botha, Says Kaunda

The Zambian leader has said he will not meet South

African President P. W. Botha unless Pretoria withdraws

troops from Angola and Namibia and stops backing rebels
in

War Continues in North

plotting to overthrow the government of Ken-

neth Kaunda.

Mozambique.

Kenneth Kaunda said the country is organising a summit
the Angolan issue at that countr/s request, which will

on

be attended
server

by Angola, Congo and Zaire and other ob-

nations.

The South African President made state visits to Mozam-

3

bique, Malawi and Zaire, and there
Pretoria that Botha would
States leaders.

meet

were reports from
with other Frontline

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY
SAPEM

Tanzania
I must

Fails to Reach Agreement with IMF

Tanzania has failed to reach

an agreement with the IMF
following talks in early October between Tanzania and of-

ficials of the IMF and World Bank in Berlin. IMF officials
are

currently in the East African nation for further discusofficials.

congratulate you for the good work

sions with government

by almost

40%. One US dollar is

now

worth about 98 Tanzanian

doing

Asmelash

Beyene
Secretary-General
Organisation for Social Science

Further devaluation of the Tanzanian
currency is said to
be one of the major stumbling blocks. Tanzania and the

international money lender signed an agreement in 1986
after five years of negotiations. Under the
agreement,
Tanzania was forced to devalue its currency

you are

with SAPEM. We are all proud of it and I
hope you will
continue to maintain the high standard
you have set. We
have printed some of the articles from SAPEM as feature
articles in our newletter and our readers like them
very
much.

Research for Eastern Africa
ADDIS ABABA
I

enjoy immensely your journal on Southern African afthe best publication coming out of the sub-

fairs. It is by far

shillings.

continent and

The IMF also demanded trade liberalisation, more incentive to farmers, price decontrol, free market

African American involved in support work for
African liberation, unity and socialist

freeze in salaries and a set bank ceiling
an increase in bank interest rates.
Tanzania also launched its
recovery programme

own

operations, a
in borrowing and

three-year economic

As

of the finest in the whole of Africa.

development this
journal is an invaluable contribution to Africans overseas
who are concerned with developments on the mainland.
Please continue in the
our

in 1986.

one

an

goals at

a

same

tradition

so

that we may reach

much faster rate.

Aluta Continua

South Africa

Abayomi Azitiwe
Longfellow

Malan Threatens Zimbabwe and Botswana

DETROIT
South African Defence Minister
renewed threats to attack

Magnus Malan has

neighbouring Zimbabwe and

Botswana, charging that the two countries allow their territories to be used as launching pads by guerillas of the
outlawed African National Congress (ANC).
Malan accused Zimbabwe

President, Robert Mugabe, of
leading a "poisonous" campaign against South Africa and
said that Botswana continues to ignore South Africa’s
warnings not to harbor "territories"
The South African defence said that since 1976,
guerilla
attacks in South Africa have increased three fold. Malan
said there had been 1,052 guerilla attacks in the
country
since 1976.
Mandela

to

On this first

anniversary of SAPEM the Zimbabwe Chap-

of the African Association of Political Science
(AAPS)
would like to take this opportunity to
congratulate you on
ter

job well-done. SAPEM has already made its mark as a
leading discussion journal in the region. The lively discussion pieces and broad coverage have
displayed the growing assertion and confidence of African scholars and
activists in the region. As an autonomous African
journal
in the region, SAPEM has also
provided a valuable affirmation of the importance of developing our own scholarly initiatives.
Happy birthday SAPEM.
a

Brain

be freed, government paper predicts

AAPS

mid-November.

and

Offers ^

Mandel2i, who has been in prison for the past 26 years is
recuperating from tuberculosis at a private Cape Town
clinic.

Development
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•

SOCIAL CHANGE

The newspaper said the government wanted to release
Mandela to influence the peace initiative in Southern

Africa.

Zimbabwe

-

HARARE

The Citizen of

Johannesburg, which normally reflects
government thinking, quoted government sources this
month who said the gaoled African National
Congress
leader. Nelson Mandela, will be released anytime after

Raftopoulos

Secretary

nr

71KKI47
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1
on the steps leading to the
territory’s independence by June next
year. The first step was taken with the
withdrawal of South African expeditionary troops from southern Angola
at the beginning of September. To be
fair, South Africa did pull its troops
out and established together with Angola and Cuba, a joint Military
Monitoring Commission that has
troops frbm the three countries manning, currently, six of the envisaged
eleven Monitoring Border Points
along the border between Angola and

ment

MAIN FEATURE

Botha’s Safari Without Trails
Godwin Matatu

There

was

grim silence at

in the Elombe

of

a

village

northNamibian province of Ovamboland as the imperturbable elders
stood by the graveside in stifling heat
to administer funeral rites for the
area

war

torn

Namibia.

ern

daily victims of the conflict in the
territory’s operational areas. What
had preceded the solemn ceremony
was not new to the people of Ovamboland; it has become commonplace
in the last decade as the tempo of the
guerilla war against occupation troops
of the South African regime has
heightened.
The dead young man had been apprehended by an army unit who
suspected him of being a member of
SWAPO’S armed wing, the People’s
Liberation Army of Namibia (PLAN).
He was brutalised and the injuries
so
severe
that the soldiers
decided to murder him. They cut off
his ears, lips and nose, gouged out his

were

and smashed out his teeth with a
hammer,
rendering the corpse
eyes

Some observers
out

ground in southern Angola had
changed. The SADFs abortive attempt to capture the small south-eastern Angolan town of Cutio Cuanavale
was a turning point. Be that as it
may,
senior Angolan politicians say, the
after sorties

by Botha to two other independent states, Mozambique and
Malawi, as well as a meeting in
Pretoria with Dr. Javier Perez de

Cuellar,

the

Nations
Botha’s newly

United

Secretary-General.
found peripatetic style of diplomacy
in independent Africa was received
with fulsome plaudit in South Africa.
In newspapers and the electronic
media, the South African leader

ly and "forget about the whole inciden". It was another day, another
event in the lives of the tranquil pas-

ly pursuing peace for southern Africa.
He reciprocated by playing the role
well, always stressing that South
Africa is the dominant power in the
region and how the country’s

Botha and Mobutu
At about the

same

time,

a

charade

being played out at the northern
Zairean hamlet of Gbadolite, two
thousand kilometres away from northern Namibia. There in the opulence of
the palace at Zaire President Sese
Seko Msobutu’s birthplace, replete
was

with chandeliered state rooms, fountains and manicured lawns dotted
with fine sculptures, the Commander
in Chief of the South African Defence
Forces (SADF) and State President
Pieter Botha was talking to his Zaire

counterpart about "peace" in southern
Africa. Only a sumptuous meal, on

gold lunch service, interrupted the
Gbadolite discussions.
The Gbadolite safari

SAPEM OCTOBER 1988

came

close

quick to point

from Angola was less an act of political will as an acknowledgement that,
as one SADF officer put its,
militarily
the objective balance of-forces on the

unidentifiable. His clothes were burnt
and he was dressed up in South
African army overalls. The local headman was instructed to bury him quick-

toral folk of Elombe.

are

that South Africa’s withdrawal

was

acclaimed for his

making

an

statesmanship, for
important breakthrough

into Africa and, of course, for earnest-

economic muscle can be flexed with
munificence for the benefit of all in
the sub-continent.

However, most African political
a loss to find the trail of

analysts are at

Botha’s safaris. Where do the much-

publicised

forays

lead

Southern

Africa to, they ask. Seen from the
various conflict where South Africa is
one of the main protagonists, pretty
nowhere.

Angola-Namibia Talks
The immediate point of doubt is
Namibia where, after eight rounds of
talks in far flung capitals of the world
between Angola, Cuba and South
Africa as well as the United States,
there seemed to be a broad agree-

withdrawal was an act of reasonable
faith in creating an auspicious political atmosphere for more progress in
the process.
The next

phase has not begun and

every indication suggests that it will
not be implemented by the target date
of November 1, this year. This is the
installation of a UN administration in

Windhoek, the Namibian capital, and
the
deployment of 7,500 UN
Peacekeeping Forces. By the end of
November, it was envisaged that the
70,000 SADF, including conscripts
and the 24,000-strong South West
Africa Territory Force (SWATF)
would be confined to barracks. At the
same

time, PLAN combatants would

be confined to rear bases in Angola
north of the lb*** parallel, while the estimated 60,000 Cuban internationalist

troops fighting with FAPLA, the Angola national army, begin a phased
withdrawal from the country.
Cuban Withdrawal
It is the issue of Cuban withdrawal
that has held up the peace process.
The last full meeting between Cuba,

Angola and South Africa in Brazzaville, * Congo, was inconclusive. It
was followed by a meeting of officials
at the UN in New York which, we understand, was near acrimonious and
ended, in the words of a diplomat,
firmly in a cul-de-sac from which it
may be difficult to turn back.
The Angolans and the Cubans of-

5

fered a compromise where they suggested that the timetable for a phased
pull-out from Angola should be scaled
down from four years
months. In the immediate

to thirty
they would
pull back further into the Angolan interior above the Benguela Railway
line that cuts across the Angolan
central highlands to the border with
Zaire in the east. Angola and Cuba
would reach bilateral agreements on
the total withdrawal of the inter¬

nationalist forces.
The South Africans totally reject
this and observers say if anything the
attitude in Pretoria has hardened.

Pretoria, informed

sources say, now

holds it as an article of theological
faith that there must be parallelism
between Cuban withdrawal and inde-

pendence for Namibia

as

well

as

their

withdrawal from the

territory. "If
we are going to leave Namibia
by June
next year", a senior South African
politician firmly told Southern Africa
"it naturally follows that the last
Cuban in Angola will also have to
leave by that date". South Africa,
sources say, is unwilling to be flexible
on this point, as Pretoria now sees
it,
own

this should be
6

a

basic tenet in any

peace

package.

operational

The SADF
This

insistence

on

a

pari

passu

of withdrawal is being fuelled
by the hardline top military men who
process

the
South
African military
machine who question altogether the
run

desirability of pulling out of Namibia.
As the tempo of the negotiations has
slowed down, they have become more
hawkish and outspoken. The SADF

Chief of Army Staff Operations, Lt.
Gen. Witkop Badenhurst, underlined
the tough attitude when he recently
told a throng of cheering white

farmers: "Cuban withdrawal is

an

ab-

solute

prerequisite for the independence of Namibia". He was speaking at the northern Namibian town of
Grootfontein, home of the largest airbase in sub-Saharan Africa. His views
are

evidently shared by many SADF
the war in north-

officers prosecuting
ern Namibia.

The peace process does not appear
have any effect to relax the military
tension in northern Namibia. Since
the beginning of September, the South
to

Africans

have

been

rearming and
reinforcing their troop levels in the

areas.

Over

a

period of

four weeks heavy shining new equipment has been deployed by train and
road convoys, some with as many as
400 trucks at a time, to Oshakati, On-

dangwa and Ruacana

as

well

as

other

smaller border bases. Oshakati, arguably the most fortified garrison
town in southern Africa is a beehive
of military activity, with tanks, armoured personnel carriers, armoured
cars

driving in and out of the base all

the time.
In October, the SADF showed off
its new bristling arsenal a few
kilometres from Cuban positions
across the Cuene River at Ruac.?na; it
was a demonstration of
strength They
exhibited new pieces that included
field guns, G-2, G-4 and G-5 artillery
as well as the new
multiple mortar
launcher with 122mm guns - the
answer to the Stalin Organ, the SADF
boasts. In addition, there were also
the state of the art tanks and a new
anti-tank missile mounted on rattel armoured personnel carriers. "We have
never seen
such military hardware

before", said a resident of Oshakati,
thought we were supposed to be
talking peace so that the soldiers can
"we

SAPEM OCTOBER 19S8

and leave us alone. But now all
this? Are these the actions of someone who is leaving?"

go

still goes on

with increasing
perniciousness and the relations between the army and the local populaThe

war

have become more strained.
Koevoet, the, 3,000-strong counter in-

terms, this is not
South Africans are

most

unit that is notorious for

atrocities in the

war zone

has

gone on a rampage against civilians
with merciless abandon according to

missionary workers in the area. A
dusk to dawn curfew is strictly enforced, despite official promises that
it would be lifted at the beginning of
October.
SWAPO
The SADF Commander Gen. Jannie Gledenhuys, recently held a hur-

riedly arranged briefing for military
correspondents at Oshakati where he
complained that PLAN had increased

of it An-

aware

golan authorities claim. They see it as
yet another ruse to circumvent 2m
early settlement of the Namibian
question.

tion

surgency

feasible and the

UNITA

Dislodged

There is also another link between
Namibia’s independence and the
Cuban question, so far furtively but

firmly brought into play by the South
Africans
UNITA, the rebel Angola
movement. High on the Agenda at the
Gbadolite meeting was discussion on
the need "to create peace and stability
internally in Angola". This, observers
say, was an attempt to veil the strongly
held South African position that
p)eace in southwestern Africa should
-

include

an

accommodation of Dr.

Jonas Savimbi and

UNITA

by the

government of President dos Santos
UNITA has suffered reverses in the

by

its infiltration into northern Namibia

offensive

despite the unilateral cease-fire
proclaimed by SWAPO President
Sam Mujoma for September 1st. He
claimed that there have been daily
engagements with PLAN and that

FAPLA and has lost several bases in

there

were

more

than 350 PLAN

guerillas inside the country recruiting
and caching arms. Some SWAPO and
PLAN bases, he claimed, were as near
as five kilometres from the border.
The

briefing,

suspect, was to

SWAPO officials
confirm SWAPO as

the bite noire of the peace process
and to blame the liberation movement
for the possible collapse of the p)eace
process. More ominously, they suggest
that the SADF were preparing people
and the international community for
the tactic of hot pursuing PLAN inside Angola. PLAN, they argue, has
honoured its self-imposed cease-fire
and has not infiltrated any new combatants since it came into effect.
"What the South Africans claim are
fresh fighters have always been here.
It is only that they have always underestimated PLAN’S strength on the

ground", stated a SWAPO activist.
All these developments, sources
say, are conjunctions of the South
African

demands
on
Cuban
withdrawal. As Southern Africa goes
press. South Africa has raised new
obstacles to a possible compromise on
the issue. Pretoria now demands that
the phased withdrawal should be
"front loaded", with more than twothirds of the Cuban being withdrawn
to

immediately and the rest following
In practical

before June next year.
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the

recently

launched

provinces of Huambo, Moxico,
as well as
oil-producing enclave of Cabinda.

Bie, Malanje and Cunene
the
Savimbi wrote to Botha

as

well

as

US

President Ronald Reagan

complaining that FAPLA and the Cubans were
exploiting the peace process to overrun

UNITA.

The

letter

struck

a

responsive chord in Pretoria where
the military men clearly said they were
restive about the possibility of UNITA
being dislodged.
During his Zaire safari. President
Botha discussed the possibility of
President Mobutu playing a mediating
role between UNITA and Luanda

-

something which has been completely
ruled out by the Angolan government.
Mobutu, it is argued in Luanda, simply has no credentials to be an honest
A
strong supporter
of
UNITA, the Zairean leader does not

broker.

have an altogether honourable record
in reconciliation with his own internal
enemies.
Angolans
cite
the
treacherous murder of Lumubist
Pierre Mulele who was enticed back
to Kinshasa with safe conduct, feted
at the Presidential Palace and then
killed at the end of the party.

Other sources speculate that the
Gbadolite meeting had more to do
with making arrangements for continned South African supplies for
UNITA through 2^ire. South Africa
continues to supply the rebel move-

from the northern
by land
through the small garrison town of
ment

by

air

Namibian base at Rundu and

Bagani. UNITA continues to maintain
a base, well concealed from the road,
at the SADF battalion headquarters
Rundu but the movement of
UNITA personnel is conspicuous.
Political and military analysts in the
sub-continent do not rule out the posat

sibility of South Africa once more getting into Angola to bail out Savimbi if
he

is

under

serious

threat.

The

MP^ should not over-reach itself.
We will not sit by and see Savimbi
defeated",
warned
Gen.Magnus
Malan, the hardline South African
Minister of Defence.
No

Reginal Summit

If, as it appears. South African
diplomacy is getting nowhere over
Angola, there is very little that the
itinerant South African President’s
safaris can achieve elsewhere in
Southern Africa. When Botha met
President Joachim Chissano in the
northern Mozambican town of Songo,
it was more to do with bilateral matters such as the Cahora Bassa hydroelectric scheme and, naturally, the
continued support for the Renamo
bandits in Mozambique rather than

regional issues. It is hardly conceivable that Pretoria

can

breach the

solidarity of the Frontline States and
negotiate separate peace with any one
of them. Hence his inability to suecessfully canvass a regional summit, a
prize he would dearly like to grasp.
He also has to deal with internal op-

position. For the first time in nearly

forty

years

of uninterrupted National

Party rule, Afrikanerdom faces an internal.crisis. The

rightwing Conserva-

tive Party has made inroads into the
Afrikaner monolith tearing it apart in
the municipal elections being held at
the end of October. It is these elections that are at once the propellor of
Botha’s safaris as any journey away
from home deflects the crisis and the
deathbed of the peace process-as any

perceivable compromise of Botha’s
part is perceived as a sell-out by the
right and the generality of the white
electorate.

The safaris were clearly designed to
buy time in the wake of the American

presidential elections in November.
The hope in Pretoria is for a
Republican victory and the assumption of the Reagan legacy by George
Bush. It will be then business as usual
for southern Africa - Plus ga change,

plus e’est la mime chose

-

or to

the

people of Elombe. •
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of nuclear weapons.

Bushkakis: What

Prospects for Southern

Africa?

translated such rhetoric into detailed

It

happens every four years. And
every four years the peoples of the
world, excluded from the process but
feeling its impact, ponder the implica-

tions of U.S. Présidential elections.
This year is no different, and for
Southern Africa the questions loom
large. Few can fail to remember, for

example, the effect of the Reagan vietory in 1980 and the acceleration of
support for UNTTA, South Africa,
and the process of destabilization.

credence to free

enterprise, modera-

tion, and negotiation with the apartheid

regime on its terms.
departure here it
is only in the organization and deterIf there is any new

mination which the conservative agenda could be pursued by an awake and
active Republican President.

Campaign Trail

Listening to the voices of the canexamining their platforms
immediately reveals sharp differences.
didates and

Bush’s

stance

towards Africa and

primarily extends the
legacy of the Reagan years. Acknowledging Africa’s economic and
strategic importance to the United
States, Bush argues that it is essential
to ensure that the "domination of
Africa by a power hostile to the West"
does not occur. From this East versus
West perspective flows his agenda:

the promotion of free enterprise, an
attack on African state power to

develop economies, and

an

endorse-

of

parallel programs by the
World Bank, the IMF and U.S. banks
ment

and
multinational
corporations.
Stressing the unreliability of international organizations - "a President
can’t sacrifice one ounce of our
sovereignty to any organization" Bush has committed himself to the
unilateral exercise of U.S. power.
One needs to go no further than
Southern Africa to see how these

policies have been pursued in the last
eight years, and how they would be
applied in the future. Again, in the
words of Bush: "I do not support further sanctions in South Africa", "I will
support the Angolan freedom fighters
who arc forcing the Cuban mercenary
troofjs out of their country", "there is
no alternative to a
political settlement
in Mozambique". Condemning apartheid as he must. Bush proffers to
black South Africans assistance in
areas
such as housing, education,

training, and the promotion of black
a well-worn
path, the
promotion of groups who will lend

business. It is

8

Dukakis administration.
The

Long View: Reinventing Liberai
Interventionism?

Why this should be so is indicated
by the more substantive discussions
and forces standing behind the
Democratic effort this year. With the
prospect of a Democratic administration finally in sight, there has been
much
manoeuvring over future
domestic and foreign policy. Indeed

behind the candidate stands a whole
circle of piersons circling like vultures
at
the chance to dominate the
of
a
programs
prospective
Democratic administration.

Southern Africa

,

policies during the primaries, none of
platform, and
none are exposed
by Dukakis on the
campaign trail. There are no assurances, for example, that increased levels
of aid and support to Africa or
SADCC would be forthcoming from a
these made it to the

Bill Martin

On the

The grounds for
compromise were found instead in
very explicit condemnations of the
apartheid regime. Yet while Jackson

Closest

Dukakis

are

advisors

drawn from the Boston

area

and espe-

to

cially Harvard and its Kennedy School

A Democratic Difference?

Dukakis and the Democrats appear
depart from this program in almost
all its dimensions. Stressing the imto

portance of multilateral diplomacy,
Dukakis proclaims strong support for
SADCC as a counter to South African

aggression.

Likewise,

"support

of

Savimbi and UNITA is absolutely
bizarre" and would be terminated,
while Dukakis would see the U.S.
"lead international sanctions against
South Africa". Implementation of
these statements, long a focus for the

anti-apartheid movement, would lead
to real gains for the p)eoples of
Southern Africa. It is as if a glimmer
of reality has intruded: who could
have ima^ned four years ago that the
Democrats would designate South
Africa

This
others

a

"terrorist state"?
last

statement,

like

many

Southern Africa, was a
direct result of the bargains struck between the Dukakis and Jackson camps
on the eve of the Democratic convention. Dukakis forces refused to budge
on such critical issues as
reducing the
on

military buildup, eliminating Reagan’s
tax-reform bonanza for the rich, or
committing to a policy of no-first-use

of Government.
It
is a group
dominated by the conservative wing of
the Democratic Party, with links to
the Carter administration and foreign

policy views such as those associated
figures as Carter’s National
Security Advisor 2y)igniew Brzezinski
(who advises however the Bush
camp). To this group one must add
the wider flock of analysts representing the groups and institutions
that have long nurtured and forged
the foreign policy of successive
with such

Democratic

administrations. As

in

presidential campaign year, a
series of policy papers has emerged
every

from all these

sources

which offer

guidance and personnel to the next
President. Chester Crocker, it will be
remembered, launched both construetive engagement and his career in the
State Department through articles in
Foreign Affairs and Foreign Policy in
1979 and 1980 (published by the
Council on Foreign Relations and the
Carnegie Endowment for Intemational Peace).
Examining current policy proposals

the Third World, AJfrica, or
Southern Africa in such outlets makes
for sober reading. It also leads to only
one conclusion: that a Dukakis administration would depart little from
the strategic principles of previous adon
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ministrations - both Republican and
Democratic. The basic geo-political

principles of U.S. foreign policy since
at least the Eisenhower years remain
imchallenged: a commitment to the
support of private U.S. economic interests

worldwide,

a

definition of the

Marxist re^mes, and the unwavering search to impose compliant
pro-Western re^mes.
between
the
Divergences
enemy as

Democrats and

Republicans are to be
found in the tactics by which this common framework should be pursued.
These differences are significant, and
have been propelled forward by a
forced confrontation with the changed

paign

on

his record in soliciting the

business investment that sustained

a

high-tech economic revival in Massachusetts.

Secondly, if it is recognized that the
can no longer arrogantly impose its will on its Western allies
(as evident in Reagan’s mismanagement of U.S. relations with Europe
and Asia), it is proposed that clever
United States

management can create a stronger
and more prosperous Western alliance led by the United States (the

precise realignments of the U.S.,
Japan, and Europe vary according to
different analysts’ assessment of geopolitical trends).
Hence
again

circumstances of the U.S. in the 1980s
and 1990s. Above all, these discussions reveal a search for new and
more effective policy initiatives in the
face of massive changes in the world

and the interstate system particularly the decline of unilateral
U.S. hegemony, the economic challenge from Europe and Asia, and the
constraints imposed by the current
great depression.
The search for alternative policies
be^ns with an acceptance of the need
to overcome the "Vietnam syndrome",
the momentary hiatus in the U.S.
government’s ability to pursue forcefully its grand interests on a world
scale. Here Reagan is ^ven credit for
successfully reversing an underestimation of U.S. strength and the willingness to use it. Yet where Reagan has
simplistically sought to impose U.S.
will unilaterally and often through
military interventions. Democratic
analysts seek more sober long-term
The problem is posed quite simply:
how is it possible to reattain U.S.

leadership of the western world in
light of the declining economic and
financial weight of the U.S.? As the
Harvard advisor to Dukakis, Joseph
Nye puts it, "the American position of
the 1950s cannot be recaptured. The
relevant question is how a broader
range of power resources can be used
to meet
American goals in this
changed world". Continuation of the
defence build-up and U.S. military
assertiveness

on a

world scale

accepted by Dukakis

-

is but only

longer-run solutions. The first
is to pursue aggressively the effort to
rebuild U.S. economic competiveness,
as opposed to the speculative and unproductive boom stimulated under
Reagan. This proposal fits Dukakis
like a glove, who has based his camare

two
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approving words, "the nationalism of
one communist country
to check
...

another". In Southern Africa, the destabilization variant of this policy and
the local effects of the world
economic crisis have considerably

strengthened U.S. bargaining power.
Blocking any new approach to the
region remains, however, the central
challenge posed by the struggle
against apartheid in all its regional

negotiations that protect western interests and minority rule. Yet the
more perceptive liberal analysts are
unable to foresee any terms by which
the emergence of majority rule in
South Africa could be obtained on
terms to the U.S.’s advantage. And in
the meantime, of course, resistance to

apartheid grows stronger across the
landscape of the world

whole

economy.

Dukakis’ stress

on diplomacy and U.S.
leadership of multilateral institutions.
This is a far more sophisticated
program than anything offered by the
radical right. If such a reorientation
were successful, enhanced domestic
capabilities would underpin and move
hand in hand with a more powerful
U.S. foreign policy. Moreover, the

There are thus no easy roads forward for any new administration.
Within
the
deeply entrenched

premises of U.S. policy and the
realities of the current world conjuncture, liberal analysts find few "practical" or "realistic" policy options
beyond the immediate containment of
Marxism. Certainly for such persons it
remains imp>ossible to imagine the end
of minority rule occurring in the

U.S. would not stand alone, but would
lead a more cohesive Western block

lifetime of a

speaking with one voice, it is here that
continuity with past administrations is
most apparent, for such a program
augurs a return to not simply the
tenets of, but the capability to pursue,

plicit proposals to disengage from
stating any foreign policy goals related
to apartheid’s demise, a futile mistake

liberal interventionism on a world
scale. If there is one area of public

agreement

between

Bush

and

Dukakis, it is the recollection with
fondness of the years of JFK.
Confronting Southern African

both

a
start in this direction. More critical
-

World, present far more formidable
obstacles than in the past. As is wellknown, one response of U.S.
policymakers is to encourage, in Nye’s

and international facets. Considerable
effort will be expended to achieve

economy

solutions.

difficult affair than in the days
of the 1950s and 1960s. The peoples,
movements and states of this region,
as well as elsewhere in the Third
more

Realities
Even if Dukakis

and

even

cessful.

be elected,
if the liberal agenda was suewere to

Southern

Africa

would

present a most difficult arena for the
new

inhabitants of the State

ment.

DepartLong-term changes in the inter-

national arena have made direct U.S.
intervention in the Third World a far

new

President.

From these conundrums emerge ex-

of which Carter is accused. In turn the
new administration is advised to cultivate slowly moderate black groups
which may, in some distant future,

provide acceptable partners for
negotiations with the apartheid
regime. For Southern Africa as a
whole, similar stand-by conclusions
are drawn: not substantive support for
the Frontline States in response to

destabilization, but rather

a

de-escala-

tion of direct military conflict in such
a manner that apartheid power and
Western interests across the region
are left fundamentally intact. As the
Council
of
Foreign
Relations’
Southern African specialist argues,
the U.S. should seek "regional res9

tabilization".
All

of

this

would

that

mean

Southern Africa, offering little chance
for foreign policy successes, would fall
lower on the State Department’s

priorities while apparently
ful

areas

for action such

as

more

fruit-

the Pacific

Rim, Central America, and

even

the

Middle East receive more attention.
In a sense this would parallel the actions of multinationals which, facing
an uncertain future in South
Africa,
are either
withdrawing to more stable
and productive climates or protecting
their investment through mechanisms

Statement

which disguise their continuing operations. Even the sourcing of strate^c
mineral is following this protective

path, increasingly coming from nonAfrican sources (and particularly the
Soviet Union).
What places all such plans in
jeopardy is the unpleasant fact that
Republicans and Democrats alike
refuse to face: the continuing strength
of resistance to minority rule and unbridled dictates from the West. Again
and again the assumption of endless
minority rule has run up against the
realities of resistance: from the Congo

Crisis of 1960, to the

collapse of Por-

tuguese colonialism, to the defeat of
Smith

and

Muzorewa,

to

the

townships of South Africa in the last
five years. Shocked into action the
U.S. has proved to be a most
dangerous actor in these situations.
For all these reasons, whatever the
of the
U.S.
elections.

outcome

Southern

African-U.S.

promise in the

relations

ahead to be no
less volatile than at any point in the
post World War II pieriod. •
years

by the African Association of Political Sciences - Zimbabwe

The Executive Committee of the African Association of Political Sciences

(AAPS)

-

Zimbabwe National Chapter,

expresses its concern and dismay at the deportation of Shadrack Gutto, who was an executive member of AAPS Zimbabwe. AAPS has, as one of its major objectives, the pursuit and promotion of free and
open discussion of matters of national, regional, continental and global concerns. As such, the
summary deportation of its executive
member and, therefore, by implication the denial of an opportunity to Gutto to defend himself,
may constitute an

infringement of the freedom of discussion that has generally been an important part of the development in Zimbabwe. We are disturbed at the possible implications of such an action for the future of free discussion in Zimbabwe. We, therefore, request that the government reconsiders its decision on Shadreck Gutto.
Statement
1. A few

days

by the Faculty of Law of The University of Zimbabwe

the President of Zimbabwe said at a news conference that "rumor and speculation is not a suffitaking action against individuals".
The Law Faculty is concerned that the decision tö deport may have been based
upon speculative information
that could be false and which could have been refuted by Gutto if he had been told what it is he is
alleged to
have done justifying his deportation.
However, Gutto was not told why he was being deported on 48 hours’ notice and under the provisions of the
Immigration Act, 1979, he had no right to require disclosure of the grounds which the decision to deport him
ago

cient basis for

2.

3.

was

4.

reached.

Further, the relevant provisions of the Immigration Act state that a deportee has no right of appeal to a Court
any other tribunal against the decision to deport. The sole avenue of recourse is to make representations to
the very Minister who made the original decision.
or

5.

Additionally, no Court may enquire into the adequacy of the grounds for the Minister’s decision and, if redress
is sought in the Courts, the Minister can certify that it is not in the public interest that the information or
grounds upon which he made the decision to deport be disclosed.
6. According, there is no way of judging how true and reliable the information was upon which the Minister acted.
7. Coming as it did immediately after the student demonstrations on Thursday, 29 September, 1988, it would
appear that the Minister’s decision to deport Gutto was based on allegations that Gutto was in some way involved
in the promotion of those demonstrations - allegations which both Gutto and the students
deny.
8. Where a person, such as Gutto, who has served the University and the community as a committed academic for
the past six years, is deported justice and fairness demand that he be given an opportunity to answer the accusations against him before being summarily deported on a mere 48 hours’ notice.
9. The Law Faculty wishes it to be noted that it has raised these points of concern with the Vice Chancellor and
also is seeking urgent meetings with His Excellency the President and Chancellor of the University of Zimbabwe and the Minister of Home Affairs.

10. While strenuously denying that any member of the
the students’ demonstration on Campus, the Law
the thrust of the students’ lawfully sanctioned
Zimbabwe.
11. In

Law Faculty was in any way connected with the promotion of
Faculty does not wish to appear to be distancing itself from
demonstration, namely, the protest against corruption in

conformity with the constitutional right of freedom of expression, the Faculty re-affirms the right freely to
on, and to identify with national and international causes which in perceives to be just.

speak out

10
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Africa’s

FOCUS ON PTA AND SADCC

to

development and its struggle
regain its history. All pointed to the

root causes that stem from Africa’s
historical relations ^\ith Europe and

North America, economic dependand the overall ambitions of im-

Perspectives on Regional Economic
Cooperation in Southern Africa

ence

perialism in a continent that is largely
given to neo-colonialism.
SADCC and PTA

Ibbo Mandaza

This

is

abridged version of
Chapter 9 in SADCC: Prospects for
disengagement and Development in
Southern Africa, (eds) Samir Amin,
an

Derrick Chitala and Ibbo Mandaza,

UNU, Zed Books, 1987.
The

problems of regional economic
cooperation in developing countries
are

obvious in that the aims and ob-

jectives of regional organizations relate to the struggle of these countries
against underdevelopment by (and
dependence on) the developed
countries. But these problems have
been compounded by the tendency of
regional organizations to reinforce the
dominant features of the neo-colonial
relations that exist between most

developing
countries
metropolitan countries.

and

the
hope that
economies of scale’

the
can

‘enormous
be attained

through cooperation and coordination
at regional level; and (b) the belief
that regional integration, ‘by removing

the monocultural nature of individual

members’, will increasingly reduce the
risk of export diversification. Thus
regional cooperation would gradually

unite

continent
that has been
hitherto ‘balkanized’ increase Africa’s
a

bargaining

power vis-a-vis foreigners
who have for centuries controlled and
used its immense material and human

and

thereby enhance
Africa’s political and economic independence.
resources,

The

background to the formation in
of regional organizations
in Africa has been the Lagos Plan of
Action (LPA) of 1980. A creation of
the African Heads of State, the LPA
called ■ for the establishment of an
African Common Market by the year
2000. But the origins of the LPA itself

for

Africa, (ECA), Conference of Ministers

established

the

Multinational

Programming
and
Operational •
Centres (MULPOCS) whose specific
objective was to promote economic
cooperation at subregional levels in
Africa. These subregional common
markets would in turn develop into
the kind of African

common

market

envisaged

under the LPA. The
Economic
Community of West
African
States
(ECOWAS) and
SADCC were established quickly on
the heels of the LPA. But the PTA
also an outcome of these develop-

was

ments, born

specifically out of the

MULPOC.
As is implicit in the objectives of all
such organizations, the argument for

cooperation is based mainly
SAPEM OCTOBER 1988

on:

adjustment

to

developing

new

‘structural

programmes’

and

‘conditionalities’.
Yet it would be both unrealistic and
ahistorical to conclude that
Africa’s efforts at regional economic
even

cooperation

are

doomed to fail in the

circumstances that she finds herself in
at this historical conjuncture. There is
the need not only to identify the positive way out of this apparent failure,

row.

The question of interstate relations
has often been cited as one other fac-

back to March 1977 when the
Commission

that

ensure

countries adhere

States, at both

recent years

Economic

together

unity and coordination among African
re^onal and continental levels. To many, such unity might
appear fragile and even ad hoc. But
given the nature of the African terrain
and the history of the continent,
political unity today might be the basis
of the goal of economic cooperation
and autonomous development tomor-

Regional
Cooperation

fourth

there is also the harassment of the
World Bank and the IMF, who

but also to recognize that these efforts
have develojjed a degree of political

the

Africans Dream of

go

In fact, the conclusion of such
analysis is that even the SADCC and
PTA cannot successfully resist the
vertical
integration pressures of
transnational corporations and international finance capital. Besides,

(a)

that
undermines
regional
economic cooperation. Thus octor

As has

already been pointed out,

ECOWAS, SADCC and the PTA
born against the background of
much optimism; with the OAU’s
Lagos Plan of Action of 1980 which

were

called for the creation of an African
Common Market by the year 2000;
and the developments in Southern
Africa itself, particularly the liberation of Zimbabwe in that same year.
There was also the hope that these or-

ganizations would have learnt for the
better from their predecessors in
similar attempts at regional economic
cooperation, particularly the defunct
East African Community (EAC). But
the African scholars variously showed
that attempts at regional economic
cooperation in Africa are largely unsuccessful, even though they do constitute an important dimension in

casional assertions of sovereignty or
the particular xenophobic reactions
on the part of some member states
could in the short-and long-term
hinder the development of a regional

organization. These include Nigeria,
Senegal and Ivory Coast in the case of
ECOWAS; Zimbabwe with regard to
the SADCC; and Kenya with regard
to the

defunct EAC.

Yet .these are
be viewed

problems which canseparately from the
basic problem of the existing relations
not

and structures of dependence, exploitation and domination. The
problem of sovereignty arises out of
the related issue of

uneven

and

une-

qual development that is sparked off
in the inception of colonialism. But, as
we shall see in the following pages, the
11

problem

can be exacerbated
the neo-colonial era, not only

mining regional economic

during
under-

coopera-

tion but even endangering the peace
and security of African countries.
SADCC:

Concept and Reality

of the history
regional organizations emphasizes the basic constraints
on
regional economic
coop>eration in Africa. It now seems
that we were naive and over-optimistic in exp)ecting so much of organizations like SADCC in particular might
assist us in drawing some pierspectives
on the likely developments in the
Southern African subregion.
There are now numerous writings
on SADCC but there is yet no clear
indication of the origins of the
SADCC concept, though some of us
have already px)inted to its North
American and Western Europ)ean
‘economic’ roots:
tween

to

diplomatic

the series of
moves

(be-

African and non-African p>er-

sonalities) that pre-date the inauguration of SADCC at Arusha in July
1979; and suggested that an analysis of
the origins of SADCC might reveal an
interesting asp>ect of North American
and West European foreign px)licies,
wherein SADCC is just another expression - akin to the detente exercise
of the 1970s of imp>erialist policy in
Southern Africa. But the significance
of such an analysis would be to ascertain whether there is today a close
relationship between whatever those
-

motives were and the manner in which
SADCC has been op>erating ever
since. If there is, this does not in itself
mean that SADCC cannot be transformed into an organization that can

truly reflect the aspirations of the
African peoples and thereby generate
genuine regions^ economic coopjeration in Southern Africa.
Critics of SADCC

However, other critics of SADCC
have concluded that SADCC oppx)sition to South Africa is nothing but
rhetoric. Thandika Mkandawire put it
thus:
The

high expectation and euphoria
following
Zimbabwe’s
independence gave further impetus to
the political thrust of SADCC
cooperation so that even Malawi
could join in the condemnation of
apartheid at the Blantyre SADCC
conference in 1981. Yet surprisingly
in a rather short span of time
SADCC seems to have lost most of
12

i

to such

politics out’ of SADCC affairs, and
to increasingly ‘technocratize’ dealings among SADCC states. One

elaborate document with twelve chapters and twelve annexes, a broader
foundation and a detailed strategy for
the ultimate objective of creating an
Economic Community for Eastern
and Southern African States. In par-

need not be

The foregoing account
and development of

back-room

the political basis for its arguments.
Under the guise of ‘pragmatism’
there is a growing tendency to “keep

a

believer in

agreements as Nkomati.

By contrast, states Tandon, the PTA
has, at least on the basis of its

some

ff-and conspiracy theory to note
that aid donors have contributed

significantly to the depoliticization
of SADCC affairs. Yet if experience
elsewhere is anything to go by, this
might spell the doom or at least the
emasculation of SADCC.
It has been pjointed out that, in contrast to the PTA which, for example,
at its summit meeting in December
1985, drew only four out of a possible

ticular, it seeks through its Treaty to
promote intraregional trade and ad-

nothing less than a complete
transformation of the produc-

vocates

structural

tion, ownership and management control

of the economies of the PTA

countries.

Perhaps

one

of the greatest

sources

fifteen heads of state, SADCC summits are almost always fully attended

of weakness of the SADCC lies in its
loose structure. This is related to involvement of aid donors in the or-

of

ganization. Of course, it is no accident

by the nine heads of state. Yet
these nine states have

so

none

far tried to

highlight the political significance of
the SADCC beyond the officialdom of
these summits and similar technical
and donor meetings. Not surprisingly,
so far remains
quite divorced from the very masses
that could provide the pKtlitical basis

therefore, SADCC

and framework for both economic dis-

engagement from South

Africa and

assistance to the liberation of Namibia
and South Africa.
It is also on the basis of the political
criteria that others have drawn a contrast between SADCC and the PTA.
Thus despite obvious constraints, the
PTA is more op>enly nationalist, and
therefore
anti-imp)erialist, in its

aspiration

than

the
SADCC.
is based on the
hop)e that with the help of Western
capital, technical projects and foreign
expjerts and consultancies, the region
will be able to develop its industries
and
infrastructures
and
thereby
decrease
depjendence on South
SADCC’s strategy

Africa.
Mkandawire has also noted,
of the SADCC projects are not
only foreign-aid funded and of a technical nature, but they are also purely
national in character, therefore lackAs

most

ing both a regional framework and
tending to divert the region from embarking on the more politically-loaded
developmental and distributional issues.

Because SADCC’s definition of

the enemy is ‘geographically confined
and conceptually limited’, writes Tan-

don, ‘it harbours the illusion that it
delink itself from South Africa
with the assistance of Western capital
aid’. Therefore it is more vulnerable
can

that the SADCC is structure is

so

loosely based, highlighting as it does
the principle of the sharing of responsibilities
tions.

or

decentralization of func-

Most of the studies on SADCC
show that the organization has not
been operating as effectively as its architects anticipated. Besides, the ap-

parent lack of conflict between the
nine members
countries might

of

the

group of
be attributed precisely to the loose and therefore ineffec-

tive structure for coordination and in-

traregional development. (But as the
next section will also help to explain,
the nature of the historical, socioeconomic and political development
of the subregion has perhaps provided
a

greater basis for resolving potential

conflict than would be the case with
other
regional
organizations

(ECOWAS).
Furthermore, the system of allocation of duties to member states has
had less to do with the actual capacity
of the respective countries to undertake such responsibility than with the

(politically expodient) need to

ensure
that each member state has at least
been allocated something.

Given the

legacy of uneven and unequal capitalist development between
and within the economies of the member states of the subregion, there is

potential for conflict. This is particularly so in the light of the tendency
by donor countries to resort to a
bilateral rather than multilateral ap-

proach to aid.
Domination

by Donors

The weakness of the SADCC strucis evidenced by the small SADCC

ture
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1

strong

million), the US (US$ 50 million) and

retain

supranational body that would in turn

the bulk of the rest from the Scandinavian and Benelux countries.

decentralization

Secretariat, the absence of

a

mobilize and coordinate local efforts
at

genuine regional cooperation. This

has exposed SADCC members to the
machinations of aid donors, who in
many instances are able to exercise
direct or indirect control of their
economies. It is perhaps no exageration when Mkandawire states:
There

ganized

are

probably

teams

of

more

better-or-

experts

and

bureaucrats in

Europe who are fully occupied with SADCC matters than we
have in the region. This may explain
why aid donors seem so pleased with
the
weakness
of the SADCC
Secretariat. In the absence of a strong
supranational body, the foreign experts
will hold sway in each specially assigned to them with no corresponding
regional expertise and institutional set
up to ‘interfere’ in their work.
More than that it would be

no

exag-

geration to state that the Western
countries in general have tended to
view SADCC as their own institution.
This is evidenced not only by what has
been outlined in the foregoing with

regard to the history and development
of SADCC but also with respect to
the extent and pattern of Western investment into SADCC and its various
sectors. There is no need here to
document the quantity and extent of
such aid to SADCC. This might be illustrated with a reference to the US$
276.5 million that was pledged at the
Conference
SADCC
Maputo

(SADCC 2) held in November 1980.
came from the EEC (US$ 100

All of it

The structure and general economic
direction of SADCC is perhaps an

adequate disincentive to the

avere^e
member of the Socialist Bloc. But the
dominance of such donors as the

EEC, the World Bank and US itself

might be construed as an additional
assurance that the Society Union and
the socialist countries will not gain a
foothold in SADCC. If this is so, then
it would be difficult not to view such a

strategy

-

and with it, SADCC - as a
of US (and its allies’) policy

reflection
in Southern Africa. This is an issue to
which I return in the next section. But
suffice it to state at this stage that
even some Africans have complained
that SADCC is ‘theirs not ours’. This
is usually a reference also to the extent to which SADCC has, perhaps,
become more an obsession among external forces than among Africans
themselves.

However, there is

no

doubt that the

SADCC Secretariat has since woken
up to these and other criticisms about
both SADCC’s alignment to the West
and the organization’s lack of a sound
framework for real regional economic

cooperation and self-reliance* There
are
increasing efforts to involve
regional experts and officials in the
context of attempts to develop a series
of regional institutional arrangements
around and within given sectors. And
even
though SADCC will largely

Burst

promising the basic principles and
structures upon which the organization
has
been
founded.
The
Secretariat has also made efforts at in-

teresting socialist countries in the
work of SADCC.
In the political field, SADCC has
sought to overlap with the Frontline
States. As had already been pointed
out, SADCC has become increasingly
overtly anti-South Africa in its official
stance. But it has also recently established a Contingency Planning Com-

mittee to direct and coordinate a
detailed examination of the effects of
the deteriorating situation in South

Africa, especially the impact of sanetions

July 6, 1988, Malawi ostensibly
celebrated "Thirty Glorious Years
with Kamuzu", and, fittingly, the Daily
Times of Malawi celebrated the occasion with a full colour front page

photograph of Dr Banda at Kamuzu
Stadium, standing in his symbolic
open

Land Rover, waving his tradi-

tional fly whisk, wearing his typical
dark pin stripe suit and lumburg hat
and dark sunglasses very much the
way he may have appeared thirty
years ago on his arrival from abroad
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the economies of niember

on

and

states,

identify

to

practical

to counter them.

The major constraints in both this
regard and in relation to the overall
objectives of the organization remains
solidly within the economic field.
There has been little disengagement
from South Africa and hardly any

of

evidence

increased

economic

cooperation among the member
states. Dependence on foreign aid has
been almost total in its operations:
SADCC has tended
rather than challenge

to

reinforce

the historical
of dependence, exploitation

relations
and domination.

•

"disciplined nation", estabstability and tranquility....that has attracted foreign investment" and developed a "resilient
nation that admirably weathers all
a

"peace,

kinds of reverses". And Dr Banda, in
his now familiar refrain is quoted as
saying: "this is what your Kamuzu

Guy Mhone
On

on

Secretariat. The intention is to enhance the coordinative framework at
the Secretariat level while not com-

created
lished

The Malawi "Miracle": From Boom to

based

of

responsibilities,
there is developing slowly a larger,
stronger
and
more
efficient

measures

Hopeful Future

structure

a

wants

lead the nationalist struggle for independence. Surrounding the Land
Rover, in the foreground, were
Kamuzu’s ‘Mbumba’, and in the background, masses of people in the
stands. More than 80,000 people are
to

said to have been at the celebrations
in the stadium - leaving aside the

whether this participation was coerced or voluntary.
The Daily Times of July 6, observes
that Malawians have good cause to
celebrate given that Dr Banda has
question

as to

-

my

people to have food,

decent clothes, and live in houses that
do not leak". However, in all the twen-

ty five pages
of the

of this anniversary issue

Daily Times, apart from high-

lighting particular projects, there is

a

woeful lack of direct information

on

the

on

developmental benefits based

conventional economic and social indicators
rule.

resulting from Dr. Banda’s

The conventional propaganda in
Malawi is that the countiys achievements have been praised by outsiders.
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particularly western governments and
developmental institutions including

the World Bank, and that Dr Banda
has achieved in twenty four years what
the colonial government failed to
achieve in sixty years. However, the

reality is that both now, and at independence in 1964, Malawi is still
among the poorest ten countries of
the world with a per capita income
only above, that of Mozambique,
Mali, Burkina Faso and Ethiopia in

Africa.

the basis of

on

outward
strategy
that

capitalist

an

resulted in en^åable rates of growth of
select economic indicators during the
first decade and a half of inde-

pendence.
In a 1981 report on Malawi
World Bank observed that:

the

despite the country’s extremely low
level of development at independence, the Malawi Government
opted for an outward - looking
strategy of rapid growth, based on
encouragement
of
private
enterprises, use of the market
mechanism, favourable treatment
of foreign capital, low levels of
protection, and wage restraint. The
development of social sectors
received relatively less attention
until recent years.

Unfortunately, however, during the
1980s this ‘miracle’ has turned into a
sham as the underdeveloped, im-

poverished,

inequitable

and

vul-

nerable nature of the economy has
been exposed by an intractable recession. In the final analysis, Malawi’s
ciu-rent economic crisis does not seem

different from that of the often
berated mward-looking ‘socialistic’
developing nations, and herein lies the
lesson of the Malawi ‘miracle’ in again
underscoring the tenacity and pervasiveness of the phenomenom of
peripheral dependency and underdevelopment, ideological posturing
notwithstanding.
any

The Malawi ‘Miracle’ Boom

independence, Malawi’s per
capita income was around US^.
Between 1960 and 1979 per capita
GDP grew at a rate of 2.9% per
annum
such that by 1979 it was
around US$200. This rate of growth m
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resource

1960

and

or

1970

windfall such

as

copper. Between
Gross Domestic

Product grew at a rate of 4.9% per
annum, and at 6.3% per annum between 1970 and 1979, while population grew at 2.8% per annum. Further,
gross

domestic investment increased

from 10% of GDP in 1960 to 29% of
GDP in 1979 and domestic savings increased from -4% in 1960 to 13% of
GDP in 1979.

engine of growth in the Malawi
economy has been an export oriented
agricultural sector based on tobacco,
tea, coffee, cotton and groundnuts as
the main export crops, and maize as
the domestic food crop. In the 1970s,
total agricultural output grew at an
average annual rate of 4% with non
food output growing at 8.6% per
annum and food
output growing at
3.1% per annum. Food aid imports
were negligible whereas the
average

capita income
Saharan

was

Africa

unparalled in

for

a

country

300%.

Agricultural employment inby about 320% and non
agricultural employment by about
226% during the same period.
creased

Nonetheless,
mirable the

no

matter

The Bubble Bursts

Implicit in the objective of developis the ability of an economy to
fortify itself against the vicissitudes of
ment

external

fortuitous circumstances

or

beyond control of policy makers. It is
indeed the inability to evolve an
economy that is so fortified that in
part is the mark of dependency and
underdevelopment, and Malawi, in
this respect is no exception. The 1980s
have shattered the myth of Malawi’s
economic miracle.
In the

period 1979 to 1982, Malawi
plunged into an economic crisis
result of the conjuncture of three

Between 1969 and 1980 tobacco
auction sales increased in quantity
while tea production increased by
38% in quantity and that of sugar

vulnerability of the

was

minimal direct control in the im-

portation of inputs, and cheap labour
exploited.
The boom years bought about a
structural change in the economy as
well. Between 1960 and 1979 agriculwas

decreased from 58% to 43% of
GDP. This structural change actually
continued into the 1980s primarily as
a result of the decline in
agriculture
relative to other sectors, such that by
ture

were

agriculture, industry <md services
respectively 38%, 19%, and 44%

of GDP.

Finally,

one

of the

most remarkable

aspects of Malawi’s Hrst decade and

a

half of development was the growth in
formal employment which increased
from about 133,000 in 1968 to about

387,000 in 1980,

an

increase of about

appear

they do not tell much as to whether
qualitative development, however
defined, was being achieved.

was

production by 332% in quantity.
These rates of growth in agricultural
output were unparalleled among low
income countries (only Swaziland performed better).
Malawi even managed to launch a
fairly successful import substitution
campaign of the sort normally recommended by multilateral donors. Between 1970 and 1980 the
production of
food and beverages for the domestic
market increased by 200%, while textiles and footwear production increased by 70% and total manufacturing increased by 147%, although there

how ad-

growth indicators

for low income countries was over half
a million metric tons
annually.

1985

At

per
sub

a

oil, diamonds

The

Malawi has had the enviable status
of being praised for its ‘miracle’ of

growth
looking

without

as a

external factors which underscore the

deterioration

in

economy: the
of trade,

terms

transportation bottlenecks for its exports and imports, and adverse
weather conditions that affected the

leading sector, agriculture. Thus, from
an annu2il GDP
growth rate of 5.9%
between 1973 and 1979 the economy
ground to a 0.1% halt in 1979 to 1982,
picking up to 3.8% annual growth due
to good weather in 1982 to 1985, but
declining at -0.3% in 1986. Taking
into consideration a 3.1% annual rate
of population growth, the behaviour

of the economy resulted in a 15%
decline in per capita GDP from 1979

(US$200) to 1985 (US$170). While
employment continued to increase from 359,825
employees in
1980, to 380,853 employees in 1984, its
percentage share in the total labour
force was declining. This share had
been 12% in 1966, rising to 30% in
total

1977 but estimated to have declined
to 12% in 1987. In general, the
80s saw a decline in agricultural

back

employment while that in manufacturing and the share of subsistence activity were increasing.
In spite pf the admirable achievements of the early years the agricultural sector was, as in so many African
countries, still mercifully dependent
on the capriciousness of the
weather,
which in the 80s was more frequently
adverse. The resulting erratic production in agriculture had destabilizing
and negative multiplier consequences

SAPEM OCTOBER 1988

Further, Malawi, in the 80s, began

approach a critical limit with
regard to the privatisation of land and
proletarisation of subsistence farmers.
Malawi is certainly one of the most
densely populated countries in Africa.
In 19^ Malawi’s population density
(persons per square kilometre) was
59.3 compared to 21.5 2^mbabwe, 6.7
for Zambia and 13.8 for Mozambique.
Since much of the agricultural expansion in the emly years was based on
the conversion of customary cultivable
land to private use, the pressures of
population in recent years have meant
that intensive use of land through increased productivity per acre has to
to

be substituted for land extensive cula much more demanding task
technologically. It is true that the land
problem has been exacerbated by the
increasing number of refugees from
Mozambique, but one cannot discount
the fact that the refugee
problem, which was always there and
never really an issue since according

tivation,

Banda’s view of Malawi’s territorial claims these were really
Malawians coming home, has sudden-

to Dr

ly been highlighted as the recession
crunch has worsened to gain donor
sympathy.
In the 80s the agricultural sector,
which is essentially export oriented,
has been subjected to erratic terms of
trade as well. The index of commodity
of trade increased from 100 in
1980 to 123.4 in 1982 falling to 117.5 in

terms

1984, and

was

estimated to decrease

in 1986. Incomes terms of
trade fell from an mdex of 100 in 1980
to 96.49 in 1981, increasing to 123.7 in
1983 and estimated to fall to 74.3 in
1986. It should be noted that the
terms of trade were, since the 1960s ,
to 93.56

generally in favom of Malawi
smce they had declined 28% between
1960 and 1979. The instability in terms
of trade has been accentuated by the
disruption of Malawi’s traditional
transportation routes to the sea
through Beira and Nacala in Mozambique. The consequent re-orientation
of export and import routes through
other neighbouring countries has
drastically increased the cost of
transporting imports and exports let
not

alone the
new

enormous

costs

incurred in

transportation infrastructure.

The depression in the economy has
been accentuated by two other factors.

given low levels of
protection. Second, the enormous
public
investment
expenditures
fostered on the economy in the 1970s
such as the building of a new capital
and airport have come to an end thus
depressing aggregate demand in the
economy. However, the need to invest

of 1984 risen to

in

‘socialistic’

domestic market,

for the economy.

First, Malawi with its small open

economy and low income levels seems
to have exhausted the possibilities of
further import substitution for the
SAPEM OCTOBER 1988

new

infrastructure for alternative

transportation routes may counter the
decline in public investment. The
problem nevertheless is that the

over

30% and

percentage of exports

1

as a

debt service

had increased from 9.4% in 1979 to
23% by 1986.

By 1982 it was clear that Malawi,
the western’s Cinderella in Africa had
driven itself into a rut, whose predicament was no

better than that of its

‘inward-looking’

neigh-

hours. Hence Malawi was brought
into the ambit of the usual structural

Basic Information
Total National

Population 7,98 million (1986)
Capital Lilongwe Population 186 000 (1985)
Main Towns Blantyre Population 335 000 (1985), Zomba 53 000
(1985), Mzuzu 82 000 (1985).
Provinces Southern Region, Northern Region.
Area

118 484 km'

Location

Central Southern Africa. The eastern frontier borders

Mocambique and Tanzania, and tor a large part runs through Lake
Malawi. The southern, western and northern frontiers are with
Mocambique, Zambia & Tanzania.
Climate Tropical, but more temperate in the Highlands
Average Temperature November 17-29 degrees C.
July 7 - 23 degrees C.
Average Monthly Rainfall June 1 mm
February 218 mm
Time GMT/UTC +2

has increasingly been
compelled to reduce its expenditures
as a way of containing the persistent
deficit, which has been reduced from

government

about 12% of GDP in 1981/82 to 6%
of GDP in 1985/86.

articulation of Malawi’s
economic problems since 1979 was
manifested in the country’s increasing
indebtedness
in
transfers
from
The full

abroad, but the burden could be
shouldered in the

bouyant 1970s. In
of the government
deficit was financed by domestic borrowing and 24% came from abroad.
Presently, about 90% of the development expenditure is financed from
1981/82, 76%

adjustment and stabilization agreements and conditionalities of the
World Bank and IMF as the price for

restructuring and rescheduling its
debt. This eventuality came without
much fanfare and was relatively painless for the government to swallow
and implement given its ideological

predisposition, its iron control over
the economy and policy, and its
favoured status with
donor institutions.

multilateral

With regard to production nothing
recommended that Malawi was

was

abroad and in 1985/86 64% of the

already inclined to pmsue in any
that is, enhancing export growth
and
small
holder
productmty,
employment and wage freezes in the

budget deficit was similarly financed.
The country has thus increasingly be-

civil service and nation2ilisation of
subsidies and prices. More thorny

come

indebted.

Malawi’s

external

debt stood at US$257 million in 1976,
but increased by more than 180% to

US$721 million in 1984.
Between
1979 and 1984 the external debt increased by 43%. Debt service payments

skyrocketed by 500% between

1976 and 1984 and increased by 150%
between 1979 and 1984. Thus debt

of
government expenditure was below
8% in the early 1970s had by the end

service, which,

as a

percentage

not

case:

perhaps, was the need to control the
budget deficit and to reorganise (he
monopolistic collusive
economic
predominance of the parastatals ADMARC and the Malawi Development
Corporation, and Press Holdings, Dr
Banda’s conglomerate with ubiquitous
and far-reaching economic tentacles.
It has been projected that in the latter

19^s reduced inflows of
foreign capital would be forthcoming
with newly disbursed loans being
half of the
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\

r

reduced
In

by as much as 50% to 75%.
exchange, Malawi had its debt servicing terms favourably restructured

declining real wages and the so-called
miracle in food self-sufficiency. The

such that between 1980 and 1984 for

situation
for
socio-economic
Malawian peasants has not improved

instance, interest rates

in any

on

outstanding

debt were reduced from 5.8% to 3%;
the average maturity of loans was increased from 23.3 years to 41.7 years;
and the grant element was increased
from 33.9% to 62.2%. Obviously,

then, Malawi’s development pattern
has only reinforced
externaJ factors.

its dependency on

The Bottom Line

Malawi’s developmental paradigm
not in the least predicated on im-

was

proving the standard of living of the
masses beyond the trickle down effects resulting from the growth of the
key sectors which were being

promoted. Accordingly, the
ment went on to pursue a

govern-

set of con-

sistent and complementary policies
that guaranteed accumulation and

growth based on cheap labour. To ensure that cheap labour was forthcoming for the use in estate and small
holder capitalist agriculture and in
import substitution manufacturing a
progressive strategy of proleterianisation was deployed.
In 1969, the government promulgated a National Wages and Sal<u'ies
Policy specifically designed to contain
wages primarily for unskilled and
semiskilled labour; to discourage the
substitution of capital for labour and
by the same token to encourage
labour intensive techniques; and to attract skills. Wage increases of more
than 5% per year needed government
approval while minimum wages had a
decidedly downward bias and by 1981
had only been changed twice.
The effective squeeze on labour
came from simultaneous policies undertaken throughout the 1970s to
compel peasants to increasingly seek
rural wage employment: inspite of
Malawi’s relative population density,
land was increasingly converted from
communal ownership to free land for
estate and small holder agriculture;
the subsistence sector was consistently
neglected in terms of extension services and social and economic infrastructure in favour of promoting
estate and small holder farming; and

I

pricing and marketing policies were
geared to favour accumulation in estate and small holder cash crop farming. The full result of these and other
policies was a phenomenal increase in
wage labour participation inspite of
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appreciable

manner over

the

past two decades.
To the government’s credit it should
be emphasized that the policy had the

intended consequence of enhancing
in
accumulation
estate
and
smallholder agriculture and manufac-

turing in which the interests of
government parastatals, the party,
Banda’s
Press
Holdings, party
functionaries and foreign investors
were
intertwined
inextricably
beneficiaries of the resulting opportunities for private accumulation.
Malawi, with

more

than 80% of its

labour force still in
remains a fundamentally

agriculture,
rural underwith the usual

developed

economy
socio-economic characteristics. It was
noted earlier that its per capita income
of US$170 per year (1985)

places it among the poorest of the
least developed countries. By 1985 the
country’s average life expectancy was
45 years and the crude death rate was
22 per thousand both typical of the
least developed countries. The child
death rate at 35 per thousand, and the
infant mortality rate at 156 per
thousand,

were

both

above

the

respective average rates of 19 and 112
per
thousand for low income
countries. A starker contrast perhaps
can be gleaned from the fact that the
infant mortality rates in Zambia and
Zimbabwe were in 1985, respectively,
84 and 77 per thousand capita GDP
was US$680 per year for Zimbabwe.
Malawi consistently complains of
skill shortages, hence its increased
reliance on expatriates. But, it is also
quite clear that the government has
not done its utmost to expand higher
education facilities in tine with increases in population and economic

activity. Further, Malawi has lost

a

number of professionals to other
countries because of poor conditions
of employment at home. Dr Banda
has not only been skeptical about the

quality of indigenously trained professionals in Malawi or other Third
World countries for that matter, but
has used the deliberate underdevelopment of a professional class as a

p)olitical ploy to surround himself with
lesser educated sycophants.
With regard to health, statistics
show

that

the

population

per

physician has increased from 32,250 in

I960 to

53,000 in 1981. The ameliorat-

ing development has been the drastic
reduction of the population per nurse
from
1^920 in 1960 to 2,790 in 1977
and 81 in 1981, indicating an improvement in primary health care. A further
indicator of the country’s ability to
avoid absolute levels of poverty at the
minimum is the fact that the calorie

food intake

at

98% of requirements

way above that
and
middle
countries.

of the

is
for low
developing

average

income

Lessons to be Learnt

Malawi is yet another example of a
developing country that has for more
than two decades followed, in many

the outward-looking and market
policies generally recomby international financial institutions, but, that has found itself

ways,

based
mended

still unable to extricate itself from the
vicissitudes of external economic fac-

tors, the persistence of dire poverty
and extreme inequities, and a mount-

ing debt burden. The economy has
been unable to extricate itself from
peripheral dependency in its inability
to evolve a structurally coherent
economy able to generate growth
autonomously.
Perhaps the fundamental lesson to
be learnt from the aborted Malawi
‘miracle’ is that it has shown the possibilities of productive accumulation

resulting from

a calculated and uncanny strategy of state intervention on
behalf of a particular class. In many
African countries, particularly the in-

ward-looking ones, state intervention
has been primarily redistributionist
and detrimental to production and
mostly such that it has directed the
behaviour of bureaucratic elites and

prospective entrepreneurs toward
rent-seeking behaviour generated and
sustained by the very system of intervention. A final lesson from the
Malawi debacle is that it underscores
the need to properly identify the elements

constituting dependency and

underdevelopment so as to correctly
identify the minimum requisite
domestic policies to effect structural

change toward

an

economy

that

guarantees autonomous growth and

equity. Malawi’s economic ‘miracle’
has really been its ability to enrich a
few by proletarianizing and impoverishing the many in a manner that
has fundamentally altered the course
of social relations of production in
Malawi with untold negative political
and social consequences for all. •
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negotiate with the South Africa-backed Mozambique National Resistance
(RENAMO) and Union for Total Independence of Angola (UNTTA)
respectively. Yet church leaders who

BEHIND THE NEWS

dismiss RENAMO and UNITA as
forces of South African destabilization can also legitimately read into

The Politics of the
Pacifism

or

Papal Visit: Religious
a Just War against

this

appeal for negotiations toward
by the Pretoria government.
The divisions were most clearly
an

peace

Apartheid?

visible
Steve Askin

[The author covered Pope John
African visit for

Paul IPs Southern

National

America’s

Catholic

Reporter and other religious publications.]

Paul IPs seeming
embrace of strict pacifism was the
only new political or social message to
emerge from a tour of Southern
Africa, a tour otherwise cloaked in
ambiguity.
In keeping with his church’s longstanding stance inside South Africa,
the Pope repeatedly and clearly condemned apartheid. Nonetheless, by
addressing his pleas for non-violence
to the victims of apartheid and destabilization while saying little against
the Pretoria government and nothing
in support of militant non-violent
resistance to minority rule, John Paul
II put himself in a position where - in
the carefully chosen words of antiapartheid churchman Dr Allan
Boesak
he "gave the South African
government more comfort than it
John

Pope

-

deserves".

Pope’s near silence on acagainst apartheid seems to have

tion
been part of a broader decision to
avoid deep comment on any key
Southern African political issues. This

provided welcome relief for officials
first

and last countries he

visited, Zimbabwe and Mozambique.
In both nations, some government officials feared before the visit that the
Polish Pontiff, who has clashed with
his homeland’s Marxist government,

might aggressively criticize African
Marxism

as

well.

which took

tabilization

before John Paul IPs arrival.

neighbors $36 billion since 1980. It
specifically named RENAMO and
UNTTA as South African military
proxies.
Zimbabwe’s
statement

Divided

The

Bishops

bishops’ meeting

marked

was

from

Frontline
condemnaPretoria’s
regional destabilization policies. Some
English-speaking

States argued for strong
tion of apartheid and

of their Mozambican and

Angolan

"No" to Just War

The

trip’s main social justice themes
on its very fnst
day.. Indeed, the Pope’s only references to anti-apartheid action came September 10, in brief, off-the-cuff

were

Marxism under which

sentatives, the Catholic bishops.
To understand the

both
governments which

as a state

politics of his

visit, it is therefore useful to start with

analysis of the deep divisions which
emerged at an Inter-Regional Meet¬
an
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pre-indereligion.

At the insistence of South

tions, the Pope told them he prefers
are less imposed and
worthy of man". At the same
time, he said he prays daily for the

"solutions that

African

more

bishops their closing communique did
contain one carefully framed antiapartheid paragraph urging South
Africa "to reject the politics of separation".
They
agreed,
despite
Lusophone resistance, that "apartheid
is one of the major causes of destabilization and suffering in Southern
cause

of op-

pression in South Africa".
On Mozambique and Angola, in
deference to these hierarchies, the

communique used deliberately

un-

specific language in "an impassioned
plea to the warring parties in those
countries to reach out to each other in

peace". The intended implication is
that the two governments should

all enunciated

remarks to journalists flying with him
on a chartered Alitalia jet en route to
Zimbabwe. Without ruling out sane-

in

countries toward
in 1975 ended Catholicism’s

pendence status

Jaime

RENAMO atrocities.

they live is worse than apartheid.

bishops

black-led

ment to negotiate with the South
Africa-sponsored Mozambique National Resistance, while refusing to
answer questions about anti-civilian

day the Pope arrived, September 10.
South Africa should not be singled
out for criticism, some of the bishops
from ex-Portuguese colonies argued,

of

its

Goncalves of Beira, at three press
conference in four days, repeatedly
called on the Mozambican govern-

Conservative bishops from the
former Portuguese colonies tried to
talk their South African counterparts
into omitting reference to apartheid
from a closing statement issued the

antagonism

cost

against helpless ci\alians.
By contrast, Archbishop

counterparts insisted that Pretoria
should not be singled out for criticism.

because the

has

denounced RENAMO’s violence as
"another facet of the region’s destabilization policy". Bishops from both
countries have denounced RENAMO
for perpetrating gruesome atrocities

by fundament2il disagreements discussed only behind closed doors.
South African bishops and their allies

Africa and it is the root

The Pope’s ambiguity also reflects
the fact that the leader of the Roman
Catholic Church usually stays close to
the political line of his local repre-

national

and

bishops’ statements. A South African
bishops’ report smd that South
African military and economic des-

This stark view reflects the bitter

Yet the

in the

ing of Bishops of Southern Africa
place in Harare the week

individual

in

release

of

jailed African National

Congress leader Nelson Mandela and
is "full of admiration for him".

'

John Paul II offered this trip’s key
social message a few hours later, just
moments after formally commencing
the 39th international journey of his

by kissing the tarmac
Airport.
There, President Robert Mugabe
greeted him with a carefully framed
theological plea for application of
Catholic just war doctrine to South
African racial injustice. Their exchange offered the only public
glimpse of deep and principled

ten year papacy
at Harare International

17

r

divisions on
cial justice.

means

for

achieving

so-

After greeting John Paul II with "all
the warmth 2md joy of the people of
Zimbabwe across the races, tribes and
the regions and colorline", Mugabe
recounted Zimbabwe’s experience in
the war which brought majority rule in

1980, but at the cost of at least thirty
thousand lives.
"It

was

peace,

necessary

that in the

name

freedom and justice we take

of
up

arms," Mugabe said. "We did not do
so for the sake of violence, but because we

felt

we

justice through

a

could not achieve

peaceful solution."

"was not an end,
but a means". And that Zimbabweans
turned "their guns to plows" at the moment
of
independence, offering
reconciliation
and
not
retribution to their former
He stressed that

war

crimination," must be "linked to a
change of hearts".
Yet the Pope offered no injunction
to non-violence when he urged, at the
same meeting and in the most explicit-

ly political language of any of his Zimbabwe statements, a "swift and positive recognition of Namibia’s right to
sovereignty and independence". The
Pope’s words, and especially his selective silence, must be read as a sign of
support
for Windhoek Bishop
Bonifatius Hushiku, who has come
very close to endorsing SWAPO’s
Namibian independence struggle as a
"just war".
Despite their theological differences, Mugabe could not be displeased
by John Paul IPs messages to Zimbabwe. The Pope’s repeated praise

Botswana, offered a
praise for the national

government and near-silence on the
threat posed to it by the violence of

neighboring South Africa.
Pope John Paul II was a few miles
from a border repeatedly violated by
the

South

(SADF)
Mass in

tional

Defense

African

as

he led

a

Force

September 13

Gaborone, Botswana’s

stadium.

na-

Boniface
Setlalekgosi of

Bishop

Pope

ago,

vast, sparsely
nation of about

populated
one

people, less than

a

million

tenth of

them Catholics.

Softspoken Setlalekgosi,
first of only three

the

Batswana ordained to the

Catholic

priesthood.

over a nationwide
diocese. South African attacks "spread a lot of fear",
the bishop noted when this
writer visited him shortly
after Pretoria’s last public-

presides

Africa.
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The next stop,

similar mix of

but never
thought he would visit his

which,

On "the grave issue of
apartheid and for all violations of human rights" he appealed "to all those who
bear responsibility for the
destiny of the peoples of this
region, of whatever racial
extraction or ideological inspiration, to renounce Vie
use of violence as a method
for achieving their ends.".
These words had an unfortunate, presumably inadvertent, regional connotation. "Renounce
the use of violence" is precisely how
South African President P. W. Botha
phrases his condition for freeing jailed
African National Congress leader Nelson
Mandela and other political
prisoners.
The Pope elaborated his peace message in an address to the IMBISA
meeting, his only chance to formally
address bishops living under apartheid. He praised them for seeking a
negotiated end to apartheid through
"dialogue sustained by prayer" and
emphasized that Christian efforts to
change "structures of racial dis¬

Soft Words in Botswana

years

responded from
though
prepared in advance, offered a remarkably direct
rejoinder.
He
warmly
praised Mugabe’s reconciliation policy, even quoting
the 1980 Independence Day
speech which enunciated it,
while rejecting Zimbabwestyle armed struggle as a
means for changing South
text

goods intended for all".
clearly opposed Zimbabwe
government policies on only one narrow issue: a plan by government to
bring all teachers under a single civil
service system and take away the
church’s right to hire and fire.
He

Tshosa
Gaborone invited the

oppressors.
The Pope
a

the

ly acknowledged raid
his country. That attack

on
oc28.

|

curred
on
March
SADF
machine-gunned
four sleeping people to

death, burned their bodies
beyond recognition, then
falsely dubbed the victims
"ANC terrorists" in press

timed to help
President P.W. Botha win

'

j

statements

for Zimbabwean strides toward unity
and reconciliation can and will be in-

terpreted as a virtual endorsement of
Mugabe’s drive to end internal strife
by merging the nation’s two ethnically-based political blocs to create a de
facto

one

In his

party state.

airport speech, the Pope has
saluted the role of the Non-Aligned
Movement chaired by Mugabe in
promoting ideals voiced in his most
recent
encyclical, Sollicitudo Rei
Socialis: "the right of every people to
its own identity, independence and
security, as well as the right to share,
on a basis of equality and solidarity, in

conservative white votes in
March 29 election.

a

crucial

The closest the Pope came to addressing this issue were his words of
praise for Botswana which implicity
highlighted the contrast with neighboring South Africa. He lauded
Botswana’s "great strides in improving
the quality of life of its people" and
proclaimed the nation a "ray of hope
for people throughout Africa who
long for authentic human development". Without directly mentioning
the powerful and violent enemy to the
south, he expressed hope that
Botswana’s "peace-loving and friendly
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people ... who believe in the basic
equality and human dignity of every
man and woman [ may ] continue to
be an agent of peace for your neighbors".

denunciation

decides".

biguity.

John Paul II made his most ferventThe Unintended

Stop

of apartheid was
dramatically highlighted by the Pope’s
unplanned South African stop and
The

power

Pretoria’s intervention in the hostage
drama which reduced the one million

people

expected to see him

in

Lesotho to a mere ten thousand. Both
incidents raise questions that are not

likely to ever be fully answered.
Officially, the Papal plane’s September 14 diversion to Johannesburg
was

pens without the will of God. I’ve said
that this was destined to happen
Men
plan, but eventually God

blamed

bad weather at its in-

on

destination, Maseru, Lesotho.
Yet, as World Alliance of Reformed
Churches President Allan Boesak
noted, the fact that South Africa
tended

"wanted him

political
Lesotho

so

power
gave

badly" and that its
looms enormous in
rise to inevitable

speculation that Pretoria might have
contrived the diversion.
This theory was fuelled by a report
in the Johannesburg Sunday Star, a
mainstream white-run newspaper not

given to anti-government speculation,
that every other jet bound there that
day landed without problems and the
Pope’s plane also "could have made
it," according to Lesotho airport
authorities.
However it

happened, the plane’s

African Foreign
opportunity
to dine in the Jan Smuts airport VIP
lounge with a Pope who had intended
to snub Botha’s minority-ruled nation.
Inside
Lesotho, Pretoria further

diversion gave South
Minister Pik Botha a

rare

demonstrated its control over the tiny
mountain kingdom by sending in a
commando team to spearhead the

hostages "rescue" which ended in the
deaths of four hijackers and two of
their captives on a bus which had
been bound for a Papal mass.

Meanwhile, another team of South

security men escorted a hastily arranged Papal convoy from Johannesburg across the Lesotho border
and forty miles into that country to his
first planned stop at Roma. "The message from both the hijacking and the
Pope’s travels was clear," wrote The
Independent, a leading British daily
newspaper, "South African does what
African

it likes in Lesotho."
Botha later attributed the events to
divine intervention, telling journalists
"as Christians we believe nothing hap¬
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ly pacifist speech in Lesotho, after this
involuntary encounter with apartheid.
At a meeting there with young people,
he declared "you must renounce every
form of violence and hatred" even
when "some people may ,say to you
that the choice of non-violence is, in
the

end,

passive acceptance of situa-

a

tions of unjustice. They may claim that
it is cowardly not to use violence

against what is wrong or to refuse to
defend with violence the oppressed,"
he continued. "But nothing could be
further from the truth
non-violence
means

....

To choose

to

take

a

courageous choice in love, a choice
which includes the active defence of
human rights and a firm commitment
to justice

and ordered development".

Anti-Apartheid Response

this came
from a South African Council of
Churches delegation which attended
an ecumenical meeting with the Pope
The strongest response to

in

Maputo on the trip’s last full day.
After formally expressing "deep ap-

preciation" for the Pope’s antf-apartheid, pro-peace stance, members of
the SACC

delegation sharply chal-

on specifics.
World Alliance of Reformed Churches leader Allan Boesak said the

lenged him

even-handed

Pope’s
evaded

a

non-violence

crucial distinction between

government action

and popular

reac-

tion.
"South

African

liberation

move-

(acted) for 50 years in a nonviolent way before they found themselves pushed into a situation where
they have no other choice," Boesak
said, and today are confronted with
the banning of peaceful opposition
ments

groups,

arrests

of church leaders,

bombings of church buildings. In
Boesak’s view, it is "not particularly
helpful for the church to say to the
people ‘do not use violence’" unless it
can offer them clear and practical
strategies for resisting injustice by

even

non-violent

means.

delegation also made a
of solidarity with
Mozambicans "in their pain, suffering
Boesak’s

strong statement

and even death at the hands of the
South African regime" and condemned the Pretoria government as

"mainly

responsible for the desof the region". Their

tabilization

RENAMO

as

of the contra-style
South African tools

sharply with Papal amEven
British Foreign
secretary Sir Geoffrey Howe, whose
visit to Mozambique on an aid mission
coincided with the Pope’s, firmly concontrasted

demned RENAMO atrocities.
Yet the

Pope’s

near

silence

on

the

of a war which has killed more
than 100,000 Mozambicans was a vietory of sorts for the Mozambican
government. They feared he might
causes

emphatically echo the conservative
local bishops’ past calls for negotiations with RENAMO. The Catholic

hierarchy stand virtually alone in
refusing to denounce RENAMO terrorism. Critics say this reflects the'
bishops’
deep
resentment
of
FRELIMO for ending, at independence in 1975, the privileged
status they enjoyed as state church
under

Portuguese colonialism.

Instead of lashing out, the Pope was
especially vague in Mozambique. He

merely hinted at urging talks with
RENAMO, by backing "efforts of my
brother
Mozambican bishops in
favour of peace and urging "dialogue
for reconciliation which will end the

shedding of the blood of brothers".

could plausibly
John Paul II
this beloved
Mozambican people" who "desire the
common good" to "put aside actions of
destruction and try to save what
Yet

government

claim to be in step with
after he urged "sons of

remains as a basis to heal the wounds
and save so many of your brothers and
sisters from premature and unjust
death". This matched government’s

appeals to RENAMO men to lay
down their

arms

cuid accept an am-

nesty offered even to

those guilty of

the most gruesome atrocities.
For all this welcomed ambiguity,
John Paul IPs failure to condemn destabilization and his refusal to distin-

guish between apartheid violence and
anti-apartheid resistance mean that,
politically speaking, his Southern
African tour will be interpreted in
many quarters as a qualified
for the Pretoria regime.

victory

As a leading Catholic journal of
opinion. The Tablet of Britain, put it:
"the lasting image of the. Papal tour is
of the South African Foreign Minister, Pik Botha, welcoming the captive
Pope in Jan Smuts airport with huge
satisfaction, and the Pope subsequcntly entering Lesotho with a full
retinue of South African security
police". •
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1

ruption."
When the President Mugabe came
from his overseas trip he refuted the
students cause and could not see
"what students were crying for". At the
same time the President admitted that
there was corruption within the

Was the Student Demonstration

Justified?
Munoda Mararike

September 29 saw the students of
University of Zimbabwe and
Harare Polytechnic taking to the
streets to demonstrate over alleged
corruption in the ranks of the Government and Party. This was the second
the

demonstration

after

the

Mandela

birthday which spontaneously turned
out
to
be
an
anti-corruption
demonstration.
The demonstrations came after
President Mugabe had repeatedly
warned the Cabinet and Party officials
of the ‘drastic action’ to weed out cor-

Zimbabwe

Congress of Trade Union
(ZCTU) - where the two are always in

conflictual relations. Other related issues were the criticism to wait for
buses to and from work for a number
of hours. The students echoed the
sentiments of a member of Parliament
Cde Tekere who once called for the
reduction of the Cabinet by half. The
-

large size of the Cabinet turns out to
be expensive "considering the benefit
entitled to each minister".

ruption in the country. The students
therefore took to the streets in total

support of President Mugabe who in

July this

year

had called for the stuin the political
development of

dents to "participate
economic and social
the country".

The anti-corruption document circulated at colleges and parts of
Harare expressed "alarm and concern
at the growing cases of corruption,
scandals and crime that are com-

Zimbabwe

cases

minister who

was

involved in al-

legedly embezzling funds and was
never brought before the court, the
case of a deputy minister who was involved in a multi-million dollar scandal and embezzlement of funds. Other
cases cited included those of party
leaders who are "chewing the leader-

ship code".
Students also went to the extent of

questioning the rationale and integrity
of being led by some criminal leaders,
and they cited the case of a deputy
an

arson case.

One of the

examples of alleged corruption was the case of the Ministry of
Education which was swindled of millions of dollars during the past seven
years.

It appears that the culprits have

have

not yet been identified and
brought to court.
The students expressed alarm at the

contradictions that exist in the Mini-

stry of Labour and Social Welfare and
20

as a

landmark. For the first

only hoped that President Mugabe
promised earlier this year to "do
something about it" will expedite the

of what

minister who had been involved in

is, the students

who

they called corruption at high level, of
a

case

time, the students had the audacity to
stand up and express their views. It is

the President to "act now".

The document cited

Polytechnic and the University appeared in court, the President of the
Student Representative Council of the
University, Cde Nyasha Mbwembwe
stressed that "it is not the comparative
measures of corruption that we are
worried of, but that iota of corruption
which must go. All forms of corruption start from that small drop - and
we don’t want that drop".
Public opinion expressed through
the local media supported the students cause. One prominent ZTV
news reporter lucidly stated that "this
was long overdue. Students are beginning to notice things that I noticed
seven years ago..."
anti-corruption demonstration stands
in the history of post independent

by party leadership both at
Party and Government level" and
on

aftermath of the demonstration where
twelve students from both Harare

Whatever the

mitted
called

government structures; "The level of
corruption in this country, in comparison with others is not that terrifying ..." Asked to comment on the

Although the shortage of

accom-

modation is a national problem students were worried over the number
of white elephant buildings: the Party

Headquarters, the proposed parliament
buildings, civic centre, the
Harare

Sheraton

and the

National

Sports Stadium.
On the

strength of the cited examples, the students clearly articulated their ideological standpoint that
scientific socialism based on the principles of Marxist-Leninist ideology
must be effected only when a vanguard party has been structured. They
called for the change of the material
conditions of the workers, who should
own the means of
production, and
also called on the government to

seriously address the land question.
The message to the President was
also printed on students banners and
T-shirts - "if corrupt, one party state
No" "Looters must go." "A benz is

equal to two buses", "We want Houses
planes" and "Students against cor-

situation.
Now that the dust has settled at the

campus, it must be
demonstrations were
new

known that the
a

landmark to

a

political consciousness. That the

state

is

sion,

none

an

instrument of class oppreswill despute - as shown by

the police brutality at the University
and Polytechnic. It is my humble submission that the student leaders must
now sit down and see where and how

everything went wrong and should
replan new strategies with greater emphasis on the dialogue with the state.
On the other hand, the government
should not protect the looters of our

precious

economy. Efforts should be
made to eradicate the culprits without
any sympathy. Those who breach the
leadership code should receive stern
punitive measures. In the Final
analysis, our government need com-

mitted leaders who should stand to be
counted with absolutely nothing to
hide. •

not
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LIBERATION MOVEMENTS

SWAPO’s Broad Mass Alliance
and Reconcilliation Policy
K. N.

Waakalya

Although we may not agree today; and although we
may have diverging political perceptions, we
nonetheless live and shall live

together, under the

roof. That is why we have to seek and find a
common platform, a common programme and a
common strategy. It is a strategy of mutual
understanding unity of purpose and the national
aspiration to do good, to meet the human wants
and needs of the people and to help implement
them, through a democratically elected people’s

same

government.

policy of alliance is a very vital principle, indispensable from any revolutionary, people - oriented struggle
for genuine democracy. It is important part and parcel of

and tactics subordinated to and interrelated
politics. This alliance is essentially based upon immediate class or common interests of an oppressed struggling people.

the strategy
with

Three

Types of Alliances

Unity between the working class and its natural ally - the
peasantry especially the exploited poor and the working
peasants. To this can be added the other progressive eleof the middle class and the strata, such as the intbl-

legentsia, tradesmen, craftsmen etc. This alliance is
against the reactionary exploiter capitalist bourgeois class
together with its alliances and accomplices.
Unity between Parties and/or groups on the basis of common objectives and interests e.g. the struggle against a
common enemy. This type of alliance may take two forms:
A united front with

tion and

mightier and stronger is their force against the common
enemy.

validity of this fact is unquestionable. It has
proved by the known successful patriotic struggles
such as recently by the Patriotic Front forces in Zimbabwe

The universal

been

and others.
SWAPO and its Allies

policy of alliance and national reconciliation
adopted by the 2nd Enlarged Meeting of the Central
Committee of SWAPO in 1983 was a historic socio-political act. It introduced an important, indeed, completely
new element in our people’s struggle to conquer political
power from the foreign racist rulers and its committed
stooges in our country. It is an expression of the growing
strength and maturity of our movement, despite its wellearned status as sole and authentic representative of the
Namibian people.

The

The

ments

alliance has its speciHc characteristics, line of demarcation and requirements. History has taught that the more
the broad masses of the people are united, the more

integrated programme of acmembership under a united leadership.
an

popular patriotic alliance. This is based on a complatform without necessarily mbdng up different
political and ideological positions and outlooks. The
underlying principle here is the spirit of "give and
take" necessitated by the need for tactical flexibility
without giving up one’s strategic target principles, in
Fighting for the realisation of same or common objectives; in other words unity of purpose against the real
(common) enemy.

A

mon

Solidarity, cooperation and/or collaboration of forces
with same interests. Each of the afore-mentioned types of
SAPEM OCTOBER 1988

mass

This decision was a translation of SWAPO’s Constitution
and Political Programme into practical action i.e. "to unite
all the

people of Namibia irrespective of race religion, sex
origin, into a cohesive, representative national
political entity" and that "SWAPO is thus the expression
and embodiment of national unity, of a whole people
united and organised in the struggle for total independence and social liberation"... and will thus "persistently mobilise and organise the broad masses of the
Namibian people so that they can actively participate in
the national liberation struggle ..."
or

ethnic

by the SWAPO Guidelines on Allies and
Message: 1986 - Year of
General Mobilization and Decisive Action for Final Victory,
Re-enforced

SWAPO President’s New Year

the decision constitutes

a

clarion C2dl

on

each and every

Namibian citizen to shoulder the national responsibility
of liberating our country sooner than later, as "the bees

produce honey because they labour together"
(are united). Calling on the people to unite is no sign of
weakness; rather, it is a sign of strength and patriotism. It
is particularly true that the imperialists have always
scrupulously applied the policy of "divide at impera"
(divide and rule) in order to perpetuate their exploitation
and domination. We should not forget the sad lesson from
our ancestors’ historical mistakes; that their brave and
heroic acts of resistance not-withstanding, were always
are

able to

2i

A

CONGRATULATIONS

cheapest labour for the super profits of the capitalist
world system, most of which do not benefit Namibians.
This fact explains the introduction of East-West ideolop-

SOUTHERN

cal dimensions as well SWAPO’s Broad Mass Alliance
and Reconciliation Policy

AFRICA
POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC MONTHLY

It, therefore, goes i\dthout saying that "an injury to one
must be an injury to all". Unity is strength! But the crucial
and most urgent question is:

ON THE OCCASION OF YOUR FIRST

ANNIVERSARY
WISHING YOU EVERY SUCCESS

What is to be Done?

SWAPO

already paved the way. Besides its advanced and

successful politico-military actions, it has put the policy of
alliance and national reconciliation in motion. The
response from patriotic and anti-colonial, political,
and religions (including patriotic traditional chiefs,
men,

Part of the

strength of Zimbabwe

social
head-

professionals, businessmen, traders etc.) has been

very encouraging. Joint actions inside the country in
response to SWAPO President’s New Year Message
"1988 - year of Unity and Popular Action" are self-telling,

althou^ still sporadic and

spontaneous, moreover, the

commimity is increasingly joining and/or putting its
weight on the side of freedom, peace and progress.
This desire by the majority of the Namibian people to have
UN Security Council Resolution 435 immediately and unconditionally implemented for the independence is an
added impetus. These and other factors form a common
platform for united actions against the common enemy racism, apartheid and foreign domination for a
democratic people’s government.
The question which you and me, as Namibians, should
answer is: Which side are we, the popular (people’s) or
oppressor (enemy) side? and, are we giving or subordinating everything to the struggle for Victory of the Motherwhite

defeated by the successive colonial invaders because of
disunity and spontaneity. We should always look back with
ability to see the abysses of the past in order not to step
into them again. A proper policy of alliance is both a
pledge and assurance to victory.
Zimbabwe

Experience

experiences of the unity of purpose and action of the
Patriotic Front forces in Zimbabwe as well as the Zim-

The

babwe

post-independent applauded policy of national
unity and reconciliation and development are a shining example for Namibia’s emulation. Although conditions and
situations may differ, Zimbabwe’s post-war societal and
institutional structuring, restructuring, reconstruction
and national reconciliation

as

endorsed in the December

22 Unit Accord

provides a psychological challenge and a
lesson from which Namibians should draw the political

wisdom and reality that only a democratically majorityruled society offers viable freedom, peace and genuine na-

tional reconciliation.

land?

May the year 1988 and the incoming 1989 not only witness
unity and popular action in Namibia, but its liberation and
achievement of genuine

freedom, national independence

and PEACE.

Long live SWAPO. Long Live People’s Unity. Namibians
Unite.

•

Namibia is not only big but rich enough to accommodate
and let prosper everybody who wants to live 2md to con-

reconstruction and development,
regardless of race and place of origin. But this requires
fundamental negation of old attitude, race-centred mentality and prejudices to accept and accommodate others
as equal brothers and sisters, and not as unequal, useful
idiots as apartheid bigotry teaches.
SWAPO is the political vanguard of the Namibian people.
The Namibian people’s tremendous response to its creation was not a misplaced trust; for SWAPO is their struggle, their desires, aspirations and embodiment of their
actions and of their historical optimism.
As the vanguard, SWAPO is charged by history to lead
and guide the way to victory and to national reconciliation
and socio-economic prosperity. This is not a small challenge. Namibia js one of the most important, "well-ordered" profitable suppliers of the vital raw materials and
tribute to its post-war
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knowledge of the various

CONFERENCES

sociated

as-

and sciences.

arts

3. To promote intellectual, artistic,
scientific and professional co-

Inauguration of the SADCC Union of

operation between national

as-

sociations

the

of architects
SADCC member states.

Architects

in

4. To promote

the profession on a
regional basis and represent it at

Institute of Architects of Zimbabwe Press Release
After eight years the Southern
African Development Co-ordination
Conference of nine member states has
become an increasingly viable political and economic reality. In recognition of this growing strength the Institute of Architects of Zimbabwe

(lAZ) initiated

a

meeting in Harare of

architectural institutions and schools
within the SADCC region, held be-

tween 28 and 29 September
tended by twenty delegates.

I

I

1988, at-

Apart from the lAZ, the following

bodies

represented: Departmento Architectura, Faculdade de Engenharid, Luanda, Angola; Zambia Institute of Lesotho Architects, Engineers and Surveyors Association;
were

Botswana Institute of

Development

Professions; and the Architectural Association of Tanzania. The African
National Congress Construction Plan-

ning team based in Tanzania participated as observers.
Regrettably Malawi, Mozambique
and Swaziland were not present at the
workshop but invitations are now
being sent to them to join the Union.
While
SADCC

a

number of architects in

already working across
borders, not all member
as yet have their own
profesumbrellas for architects, or
ju'e

our common

states

sional

control of architectural
practice. Neither Angolan or Mozambique have professional associations,
while
Botswana,
Lesotho
and
statutory

Swaziland architects each have their

chapter within broader associadevelopment professionals
(engineers, surveyors and architects).
Malawi 2U'chitects recently formed
their own Institute, while Tanzania,
own

tions of

Zambia and

long

Zimbabwe each have

established

professional

In-

stitutes. Numbers of architects in the

represented Institutes vary from twen'ty five in Lesotho to eighty four in
Zimbabwe.
In addition to the

bodies, there

are

seven

professional

four architectural

training facilities within the region.
For two years Zambian students have
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been

an

graduating from the School of

Environment Studies

Kitwe. The

at

Faculty of Architecture at Maputo
University is newly established and
has yet to graduate students. Architects are being trained both at the
University of Dar-es-Salaam jmd at th
Ardhi Institute in Tanzania. In Angola
a
Department of Architecture was established in Luanda in 1979. In Zimbabwe there is a feasibility study close

completion by the University of
Newcastle for a proposed and urgently needed Faculty of Environment and
Design within the University of Zimbabwe at Harare. Taking the SADCC
region as a whole, training facilities
for architects are clearly quite inadequate. Most of our too few architectural students are being trained outto

side Africa in

courses

hope to meet all
development needs.
A number of

our

that cannot

our

particular

professional

as-

sociations are already members of the
International Union of Architects

(UIA), the African Union of Architects (AUA) or the Commonwealth

Association

of

Architects

(CAA). The small size and geographical remoteness of each of the in-

dividual

professions tends to work
against our active and effective participation VMthin these international
unions.

backgrounds and
[lost-Independence
history
have
provided our nine SADCC states with
a
diversity of professional systems and
attitudes, with very differing requirements for qualification and registration. It is such variety of experience
however that the Union can bring to
on common concerns

for the fu-

ture of our profession and
southern African society.

it’s role in

Sixteen "Aims" of the Union

public confidence in

the integrity and ability of architects by demanding from members the highest moral and professional standards.
6. To encourage regional co-operation
between architects and other dis-

ciplines, professions and interests
involved in building and planning.
7. To promote greater
ness

ment

public

aware-

of the man-made environand the forces which shape

it.
8. To promote

the availability of

chitectural services
societies.

ar-

throughout our

9. To encourage architecture which is
sensitive to national and regional
cultural identities and aspirations,
and to socio-economic conditions.
10. To support the establishment of
conditions under which architects
can carry out their various functions adequately, through the establishment of professional codes
of conduct
in each member

country.
11. To encourage

in each country the
protection of the rights and status
of the architect and the recognisociety.

12. To promote

the development of

architectur2d education in member
states and encourage co-operation
between individual educational
and research institutions.
13. To facilitate
architectural

inter-recognition of
qualifications, and
regional exchange of architects, re-

searchers, tutors and students.
were u-

nanimously agreed:
1. To support the aims and objectives
of the SADCC Charter.
2. To advance architecture throughout
the SADCC member states, and

the

5. To maintain

tion of the architects’ functions in

Diverse colonial

bear

international level.

promotion and acquisition of

14. To promote

the exchange of inforthe
supply and
availability of building materials
and products manufactured within
mation

the

on

re^on.

15. To promote

the exchange of building and architectural research car23

ried out by schools, national research establishments or by the

building

industries

within

workshop.
After the official

opening of the
meeting by the Minister of Public
Construction and National Housing,
Honorable Cde J. W. Msika MP, four

the

region.
To encourage

architectural competitions to be at a national or
regional level and to establish common accepted guidelines for running
such competitions.
It was further agreed that the In-

main themes were addressed: Architecture and National Development;
Architecture and Practice; Architecture and Public Awareness; and Architecture and Education. A number
of recommendations were put forward for consideration by the lAZ
Board at the earliest opportunity.

stitute of Architects of Zimbabwe
should act as the Secretariat for the
Union while the Constitution is being

•

drafted, for ratification by both the
Union and the SADCC Secretariat, at
the proposed follow-up meeting to be
held in Gaborone, Botswana in March

•

"Zimbabwe Architecture2000"

•

delegates representing not only the
Institute, but also the Ministry of
and

•

National

Housing, the Ministry of Higher
Education, and the National Associa-

riculum;

of

forces

the

gola, Botswana, Lesotho and Tanzania also actively participated and
Architect Femi Majekodunmi, UIA
Vice-President (Africa Region), flew

active

guidance
establish

a

strict

tion had been the identification of

legislation against advertising by

policy, strategy and direction for the
Institute during the last decade of the
century, delegates were well satisfied
that this has got off to a very good

architects.
To amend the Architects Act to
enable architects to be able to become more involve in the building

Board of Architectural Education specifically to in-

To establish

a

vestigate and make recommendations

ing

new

and its

ture

location

the

on

proposed

from London to attend what proved
to be a very lively and constructive

careers
selection; to

for continuing professional development for both architects and technicians; and to assist in the raising of funds for architectural training.
As the primary aim of the Conven-

which

ment.
•

establish

of

programme

our

and use of the media.
To simplify the present very

to

programme
and student

start.

industry and to initiate develop-

tion of Architectural Technicians.
A-number of architects from An-

affordable

built environment, and
of the role of the architect, through
exhibitions, publications, lectures
shape

1 October 1988.
attended by 80

Construction

ensure

of lAZ members to part-time
teaching; to contribute to the
development of the course curport

professional fees for such a service.
To establish a planned provincial
programme
to increase public
awareness

The Institute of Architects of Zimbabwe (lAZ) has just held its first National Convention in Harare between

Public

catalogues of standard
building types, particularly low and
medium cost house designs and
rural buildings, and to amend the

Architects Act to

next year.

30 September and
The meeting was

To establish

of

the

School of Architec-

relationship with existcommit the sup-

resources; to

In association with the Convention

exhibition was mounted showing
the work of local practices and of the
National Awards winning projects.
This will continue to run at the
Harare Sheraton as the Institute’s
contribution to World Habitat Day,
and is open free to the public until
an

Monday 10 October.

•
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death devoted himself to the arduous

OBITUARY

responsibilities of
Departments in
despite ill health.
This

was Jackson Mutero Chirenje,
knew him. He leaves behind a
widow and two children, his numerous

A Tribute to the Late Dr. Jackson

Mutero

as we

Chirenje

By Professor W. J. Kamba, Vice-Chancellor of the University of Zimbabwe
The

University and indeed the

na-

tion up to the shocking news of the
sudden death of Dr Jackson Mutero

Chirenje, Chairman of the Department of History, on Friday, 23rd September 1988. Dr Chirenje, died at
Parirenyatwa Hospital. He is survived
by his wife Jemmy and two children
We

her

today to pay tribute to
who, in his life, showed amaz-

come

a man

ing energy in the pursuit of excellence
in his chosen

field,

a man

who

was a

personification of what scholarship is
all about, a man

who has left for

us

and for future generations a track
record of scholarship which will be
hard to beat.
Jackson was born on 10 July, 1935,
in Chihota communal Lands. He at-

tended

various

schools

including
Chirenje primary school, St Ignatius
Chishawasha, Waddilove and Tegwani. He became a teacher in Chihota
in 1957 and then in Highfield. At the
same

time, he continued his studies

privately and

was

awarded

a

senior

school certificate. He was also an active member of the African Teachers
Association.
As a man who was not contented
with his education at that time, he was
awarded a scholarship in the Southern
African Scholarship Programme in
the United States. He attended Bos-

University where he got his
in History
Then he
proceeded to the University of
California at Los Angeles where he
received his Master of Arts Degree in
History in 1967 and on a commonwealth scholarship tenable at the
ton

Bachelor of Arts Degree
and Philosophy in 1965.

School
Studies
he

of
at

Oriental and African
the University of London

successfully defended his Doctoral

dissertation on the Northern Tswana
and was awarded the Doctor of

Philosophy Degree in 1973.
Before returning home in 1978, he
taught African History at Harvard
University. And he developed an interest
in Afro-American History.
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During this period, he also commenced his career of scholarship publications in learned journals in North
America, Britain and Botswana - culminating in two books on the history
of Botswana. It was during this time
when Jackson met his lovely wife

ests

pursuing his scholarly inter-

abroad, Jackson

was

also

very ac-

tive in politics. He was President of
the Zimbabwe Students Union in
North America and author of its journal. Similarly in Britain he was

Secretary and Chairman of the London Branch of ZANU.
He returned to the country of his
birth in 1978 to become Lecturer then
Senior Lecturer in the Department of

History in this University where he
continued his academic career until
his untimely death. His wide academic

experience was acknowledged by his
colleagues when he was elected Dean
of the Faculty in 1980-81; and his
great contribution to our understanding of the development of
Botswana was acknowledged by his
appointment as external examiner to
the University of Botswana and
Swaziland in 1980-82.
Dr Chirenje contributed fully to
changes in the teaching of the History
Department and was the lynchpin in
the development of Afro-American
history and African experience cour-

This continuing academic interest
was demonstrated by his recent publication of his third major book,
ses.

Ethiopianism and Afro-Americans in
Southern Africa, which has received
high praise by scholars internationally.
Jackson actively participated in
University affairs. He served as Proctor from 1982 to 1984. He participated
on

numerous

committees both

on

and in government. His participation in the educational sector
was marked notably by his publication
of a new history of Zimbabwe for
primary schools.
campus

He

colleagues in the History Department,
the wider University community, the
schools and in the party. He had many
unfinished projects but hopefully the
manuscripts of some of his untiring
research will be able to be published
to further augment his reputation, as a
historian, a son of Zimbabwe and
Africa a reputation of a true scholar
personified.
Dr Chirenje’s death leaves us with a
-

sense

Jemmy.
Whilst

Musariri and Natasha.

became

Chairman

Department in 1986

of the largest
the University,

one

-

of

of the

essence

and substance of

the
centuries.
tragedy.
philosophers, theoreticians, thinkers,
and
indeed, ordinary men and
women, have, all alike, recognised
tragedy for what it essentially is: the
untimely death as in the case of Jackson Mutero Chirenje, of a life marked
by solid achievements.
We ask on this day, indeed with an
even greater sense of sorrowful and
piteous immediacy, the question that
Over

has been asked

over the years as man
has felt the hard and relentless blows
of fate: Why? Why?

Friends, colleagues and students,
should however realize that to insist on our sense of loss, great as it is,
is to fail to recognize the achievements of Jackson Mutero Chirenje,
and to do justice to the living momenturn of his work that he has left for us.

we

Indeed,
this, and

we

should take heart from

say with Job, that man of
God of yore, "The Lord gave, and he
hath taken away, blessed be the name
of the Lord". We should then focus
our

eyes

singularly

on

the legacy of

hard, solid work that characterized
Jackson

Chirenje’s life.

The University shares his
loss. We are proud however;

family’s
indeed
we are grateful, that Jackson shared
part of his life with us.
He has left behind a legacy, nay, an
inspiration of hard work, determination and selfless dedication. That was
Dr Jackson Mutero Chirenje’s priceless gift to us. We shall treasure it and
remember him by it always. •

his

and until his
25
m
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A Tribute to the Late Kenneth Arthur

Jordaan

Anthropology and Historical Materia-

By Alie Fataar

gola and South Africa".

lism” and "Iberian and Anglo-Saxon
Racism: a Study of Portuguese An-

Kenny was born 64 years ago in
Mowbray, Cape Town. His parents
were Arthur and
Daisy Jordaan. His
father a builder by trade and his
mother

a

housewife of very stern out-

look, both of them model parents in
the suburb of Claremont, Cape Town.
They lived surrounded closely by
our
old school, Livingstone High
School, a segregated Dutch Reformed
Church, my father’s mosque and the

He, and some other members of
their movement, at times held views at
variance with the Unity movement
and other national organisations: but
his feet remained firmly placed in the
broad liberation movement of South
Africa.
In

1960 he

was

involved in the

Landsdowne Hotel and Bar. He lived

quite

cocooned life

a

one

Victor

Wessels, Hosea Jaffe and,
later, Cde Leslie van der Heyden and
Dr Neville Alexander

staff

on

all teachers who

-

rassed, banned

the

same

were

har-

prosecuted and
some driven into e:^e.
Livingstone
High must have had the largest number of political activists and freedoms
fighters during that turbulent period two
serving fifteen years between
or

them on Robben Island and
banned for over thirty years in all.

sue

We see Kenny, then, in such illustrious company for a large number
of years at home. He was drawn early

revolutionary politics since World

War II and found himself immersed in
the Fourth International Movement in

Cape Town from 1943 onwards. We
sat on the same political benches in
the early forums in the Cape Peninsula, and he readily interpreted that

his role as a student of MarxismSocialism should find expression in
the burgdoning National Liberation
Movement from 1944 onwards, repre-

senting

a

national

Branch of the Fourth InterMovement

in

the

Non-

European Unity Movement formed in
1943.

26

Cde Jordaan came to Zimbabwe as
teacher in February 1981 and taught

briefly at Mt Pleasant High before
joining Oriel Boys High School, where
he was still working when he died.
The
move
to
Zimbabwe was
deliberate: he wanted to be closer to
the home-front and to engage in
freedom struggle polemics with col-

movement at

South Africa (1940-1964)
official of the NEUM and

Town.

taught History and German at
Livingstone High where I was a
Senior Teacher already. We also had
Cde Richard Dudley, the late Cde

a

the liberation

Kenny attended the Livingstone
High School and matriculated in
academic subjects, thereafter taking a
B.A. degree and Secondary Teacher’s
Diploma at the University of Cape
He

We learnt that at the time of his
death he was busy with manuscript for
a book on South African
history from
the perspective of a Marxist.

leagues and comrades in a more purposeful manner.
Speaking as one who spent twenty
Five yejirs of my most active years in

would say in

such salubrious surroundings. He
leaves a brother, two sisters. Daphne
and Hilda, and his widow Erna.

to

Class speaks for itself: The origin of
the Afrikaaners and their Language"
The Bushmen of Southern Africa:

Langa-Sharpville upheavals and later,
through his convictions, sought to ally
himself with the ANC which by then
had begun to shed its conservative
leadership; but he threw in his lot instead with Dr Neville Alexander in
the recently formed National Liberation Front. At about the time of the
Rivonia treason trial Cde Jordaan was
arrested with others in connection
with the Alexander treason trial but
the Verwoerd-Vorster regime wanted
him as a State witness, which he
refused to do and he escaped to Zambia and Tanzania in early 1964.
Once
mitment

again his fundamental comto furthering the struggle of

the national democratic revolution
and the socialist international movement led him to work with the Pan-

Africanist Congress

in Tanzania and
England. In addition, Cde Jordaan
was very active in Britain in research
and writing on Southern Africa. He
was the editorial advisor and
regular
contributor to the journal Race and
Class, one of the foremost publicain

tions in the field of Third World affairs, and was a member of the British
Institute of Race Relations. His themes
covered African History, Race Rela-

home in

and

as an

some

of its

major affiliated organisations, in
paying tribute to Kenny, like him I,
too, was closely associated with comradcs in the ANC (then in Cape Town
the C.P.C.) and the PAC - POQO
soon

after its establishment.

That fraternal relationship continned while we were in exile. There
most unfortunately not enough
people who, like Kenny, have taken a
non-partisan and non-antagonistic atare

titude in their relations with members
of the broad liberation movements at
home and abroad. He, like many of

drew the line only when it came to
collaboration with the liberals and
certain petit-bourgeois and bourgeois
elements. I need not remind you how
at this very time even recent history of
us,

struggle is being falsified and
slanted, something which Kenny certainly would abhor.
Cde Jordaan held some firmlygrounded Mandst-Leninist ideas on
our

the

nature

movement’s

of

the

liberation

struggles and the attain-

ment of socialism for the broad mass
of urban, industrial and agricultural
workers.

We salute you comrade for your
contribution to our movement. And
so,

Hamba kakahle (Go well) ComKenny. •

rade

tions. Economic Development in the

Third World and current trends in
Africa. His written work in Race and
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GENDER ISSUES
■1

Who is

Selling and Why?

Patricia MacFadden

who

are prostitutes? Why do so many
people in our societies believe that
prostitution is an exclusive female activity, and what about male prostitution which is very real and increasing

all the time.

as

Prostitutes

The expression "prostitution is the
oldest profession" is of course an insuit to all women, especially as we
know that the word "profession" in
normal parlance signifies knowledge
I must

admit, it has taken

me

ages

writing this piece. I "chewed"
on
it for several days, turning it
around and around in my head as I
cycled into work and back home,
trying to understand what it is that has
remained unsaid about this problem.
to start

Of

course

I cannot and will not say
but a few ideas are worth

everything
sharing.
You only have to look around you,
and on virtually every and any street
corner of an African city - at dusk and
even in broad day
light - you will see a
prostitute, or someone you glibly assume to be a prostitute. But is she
really the only prostitute on the
street? How do you know that she is
"selling"? And what about that welldressed, cute-looking young man, or
even a boy, on the other side of the
street? Isn’t he a prostitute as well?
Very probably.
Therefore, the assumption that selling one’s body for sexual abuse (which
can range from "conventional" sexual
activity to brutal and horrendous
physical perversion) is an exclusively
female preoccupation - the so-called
oldest profession in the world - is not
only sexist and "typical" of male attitudes

towards

women,

it is also

gender blind and ahistorical. It leads
to a narrow-minded approach to the
phenomenon, showing only a limited/
and one-sided view of what has be-

serious social problem
gender differences.
First of all let us try to answer the
following questions. Is it only women

come

a

very

which transcends
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skill,

and

is

associated

with

respect and a positive social status.
But it certainly does not mean the
above virtues when it is used in relation to women. Therefore, not only

analyse the real meaning behind this expression, we must reject its
usage and challenge anyone who conmust we

tinues to

use

it

carelessly.

The expression is very interesting if
looked at from a historically critical
and gender-oriented view. Women
have been victims of the prodess of
commoditisation - i.e. the buying and

selling/exchange of thing for
turies. Most

cen-

historians have uncriti-

Cdlly ignored the e^^perience of female
through war as though it
did not happen. The glory and valour
of male wars was conspicuously
paraded in the form of booty - and
women (and children) formed a
major
part of the spoils, together with prebrutalisation

cious
stones
and
domesticated
animals. They were bought and sold
as

traditions, which is the only thing

have left after centuries of slavery,
colonisation and racial oppression!!!"

Yes, I have absolutely no respect for
repressive, backward socio-cultural
rituals and

Women

and

our
we

slaves, together with

men,

but the

female slave was always worth more
because she could "breed".

Later, the buying and selling of

women’s bodies took a more subtle
form - under the guise of a social ex-

change, the transfer of labour from
one household to another in
exchange

for cattle, goats, etc - even cowrie
shells in some West African societies.
This is of course the sacrosant system
of lobola as we know it in Southern
Africa.

I know some people will throw the
magazine aside and declare, "there
she goes, she does not even respect

mechanisms which

are

manipulated to keep women down, in
using and abusing their abilities to
labour and to reproduce the human
species. And, let us be honest, that is
what lobola

is all

about for

most

who are legally
socially without a voice or status

women, poor women,

and
in the whole transaction.
To me,

the sale of

a

woman’s body,

especially when she has
it, is

an

no say

about

earlier form of prostitution.

Prostitution

means the
buying of a
body - for whatever purposes. In its most limited and current
usage of course, it means buying for
sexual abuse, and only for a short
while a few hours. Why then should
one form of
buying the female body

woman’s

-

for sexual as well as social use for the
rest of her life be acceptable, and the
other form, which is temporary and
often illusive, be deemed unacceptable?
Let

me use one example to clarify
point. Recently, there was a case
in Japan of a man who "bought" a
woman
prostitute for a few hours. He
locked her up in a room, and, with a
video camera running, he proceeded
to
perform the most brutalising,
degrading and de-humanising sexual
perversions on her. She responded by
stabbing him to death, which was the
only way to defend herself from the

my

monster. At her

judge had

trial,

even

after the

the video and agreed
the violence perpetrated against
seen

that
the woman had been of the most

ex-

kind, leading to mitigating factors in her sentencing, he still claimed
that the man had "bought" her, and
could virtually have done anything
with her. Do you remember hearing a
man saying in his defense for the
brutalisation of his wife, that "1 paid
lobola for her, she is mine!" I have
heard that expression many, many
treme

times, and have felt helpless

rage at

27

r

the thought of what other abuses
wives of such men must have to
dure - as "wives".
An Exclusive Female

the

make the

en-

women

point

louder - that
oppressed and
deprived social group in our societies.
are

even

the most

Therefore, in societies where there

Activity?

The

assumption, therefore, that only
be prostitutes is located
within a socio-cultural history which
legitimates the "buying" of women’s
bodies for socially accepted (male)
practices, and which is ritualised and
women can

reified into a "traditional custom".
When this practice is translated

is a cultural and historical context
which legitimises the sale of women under a social guise; where women
are defined as
sexual objects and
socialised from childhood to be

sexually pleasing to
men

old,

men; where most
consider every woman, young or

a

possible sexual vehicle; and

sex

into present day society, combined with the other assumption
that only a man can "screw" a

and not vice versa, the
exchange of money between two
people after a sexual event is
called prostitution
by the

woman,

woman.

Therefore

one

what I am saying, maybe even call me
a liar. Well, you can take it or leave it,
but it is true. Thousands of young
African males are plying the trade on
the streets of our cities, and there is
an intimate (sic) link between the upsurge

stigmatisation and insults which
are heaped on female prostitutes.
In fact, when people know of a
male prostitute they tend to treat
him as weird, strange and laugh
uncomfortably about him. Also,
male prostitutes are "safe" in that
they don’t get pregnant, or have
"pimps" i.e. the scum who control
and exploit prostitutes and were
making a mint until the advent of
Aids (acquired immune deficiency syndrome).
Therefore it is always necessary
to keep an open mind about social phenomena, and to be critical
in the way we interpret social be-

hears the

expression "she is a
prostitute". "She sells her body to
men". The fact that both engaged
in the activity, that both might
have found it pleasurable, is not
part of conventional thinking. She
is the culprit, she is the aggressor,
she is the temptress, she is even a
devil. All the stereotypes and
negative images of women, which
common

we are

socialised into

as

(both male and female),

children
come

to

the fore. There is no questioning
of the fact that without the financial
transaction initiated by the man, she
becomes an ordinary woman.

Although of course women who
have many sexual partners or have an
active sexual life regardless of social

(male) demands that they conform to
the expected "nice" behaviour of
female
monogamy,
are
quickly
described as "whores", "bitches" and

"prostitutes". So actually, within the
context of mysogynist language, a
woman need not accept money to be
called a prostitute.
But I don’t want to get into the
debate of the "chicken and the egg".
We all know the circumstances which

lead

male or female - to use
his/her body to generate an income.
We also know why prostitutes are
mainly women, even though some
people still conclude that it is because
they are the "weaker sex", they are
"easily corruptible", and "women are
greedy for beautiful clothes", etc. The
a

person

extreme

-

claim is that

women

like

being prostitutes!
Essentially, women turn to prostitution because they have no other
means to survive, and the myraid circumstances surrounding each case
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with a prostitute is considered a "hit",
there is bound to be a majority of
female "prostitutes" in the generally
used sense of the word.
Male Prostitution

numbers of young,
employed yet sexually active men
Large

uncan

be found lounging around th? streets
of African cities. Many of them are

prostitutes. This reality has exploded
the myth that women sell their bodies
because they are inherently "evil" or
"weaker" etc. It is the economic and

social reality of the African poor
which has rent asunder the veil behind
the sale of human sexuality for a few

pennies - just to keep body and soul
together. And the competition is sti^
the streets between
female prostitutes.
on

When dusk

male

and

falls, the streets sudden-

ly become crowded with

males,
they
are doing out there, and often their
main target is the white male tourist.

who make

no

young

bones about what

Plane loads of white tourists flood om
countries every season, most in search
of young men and women to "have fun
with".

Many of

our

in tourism and the increase in

male prostitution in most of our
countries. Many people don’t know
about it because they never conceive
of men as prostitutes, "a la Marie Antoinette". As I said earlier, we are
often bound and blinded by backward traditions which make us ignor2mt of the realities around us.
And the male prostitute uses this
sexist conservatism to escape the

haviour.
We have a serious social problem
facing us. Prostitution has become a
practice in which even children are
much sought after. For those children

who

and reared
streets of cities like Dakar,
are

born

on

the

for

ex-

ample, sexual abuse begins at a very
early age, and, after begging, prostitution becomes the only accepted and
expected economic activity for both
male and female children.
What are we going to do about it?
And what about the other problems of

hunger, fioverty, disease, illiteracy,
homelessness. You name it, it is
widespread on our continent - and all
these problems demand our attention
now.

I cannot

provide answers, no single
being can solve a social
problem. It must be through the concerted effort of all of us, to keep our
human

children clean, well fed and safe, and
ourselves can moralise about the
evils of prostitution and remember
those whose entire lives have been
we

one

long nightmare. •

readers will be hor-

rifled at the above, and not believe
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BOOKS

SADCC:

Prospects for Disengagement
and Development in Southern Africa
Edited by Samir Amin, Derrick Chitala and Ibbo Mandaza
United Nations University and 2Led Press, 1987
Reviewed

by Douglas G, Anglin

The Southern African Development
Coordination Conference (SADCC)
has been operational since 1980. Yet
this important study is the first substantial critique of its achievements to
appear.

Written

from

a

IJIIUUlilJUUU
SAMIR AMIN, DLRRICK CHITALA
and IBBO MANDAZA (Editors)

radical

perspective, the book’s basic purpose
is to determine whether the SADCC
initiative is an attempt to extricate the
region from further imperialist penetration or a mere restructuring and consolidation of the regional market to
facilitate further capitalist penetration.
Briefly, the resounding verdict of the
authors is that little progress has been
recorded in reducing the region’s historic dependency on South Africa and
promoting collective self-reliance,
that considering SADCC’s inherent
contradictions more could scarcely be
expected, and in fact that its mode of
operation has tended to reinforce
rather than challenge continued imperialist exploitation and domination.
The three editors in separate essays

provide

the

broad

theoretical

framework for the study, with the
seven other contributors - all univer-

sity lecturers in economics from the
region and, in several cases, consultants to SADCC
providing detailed
sectorial studies. Their topics comprise manufacturing, food and
agriculture, energy, transport and
communications, mining, and trade.
In addition, there are chapters on two
sectors that have yet to receive recognition within SADCC: the development of local technological capacity,
and financial integration. Each of
these essays conforms, by and large,
to a standard format, which begins

SADCC
Prospects for Disen);a)!cmcnt
and IX-velopment in
Southern Africa

pointed as imperialism - most immediately its South African manifestation, but more fundamentally western
capitalism. One of the more obscure
ideological debates among the contributors concerns the precise characterization

perialism, with

IM

AtriLUM polltlvul i.colininv

IIII11 i1 II ill III
in sectorial
any

strategies, the absence of
mechanism for ensuring an cqui-

table distribution of benefits the
weakness of the secretariat (which exposes it to imperialist manipulation),
and the folly of relying on western
donors to promote collective selfreliance.
Somewhat
surprisingly,
several of the authors view the
Preferential Trade Area (PTA) rather

favourably.
Throughout the volume, the threat
confronting SADCC is consistently (if
not always equally stridently) pin¬
more

South

African

im-

editor arguing,
contrary to some of his colleagues,
that ‘it is difficult to accept that South
Africa is

one

sub-imperial power’.
Despite the pessimistic prognosis
for SADCC that pervades this study,
all is not lost, provided there is a ‘fundamental change’ in its conception
which ‘up to now has been fu'mly
a

based on the need to delink from
South Africa’. Salvation for SADCC
will only be possible with the liberation of South Africa. It is not enough
that SADCC should be merely anti-

apartheid. Rather, it should plan now
‘the probability that in the not too

on

distant future South Africa will not

only be part of it but the heart of it’.
SADCC

Stuvlu-s

of

would

than

be

a

viable

proposition capable of tackling the
‘more enduring problem of dependence on international finance
capital’.
The book provides a powerful
stimulus to
our
perceptions of
SADCC.

Nevertheless, it is in

some

curiously dated. It was written at a time when it appeared
possible to hope that, for the apartheid
regime in Pretoria, ‘the end is near’
respects

Moreover, much of the data in the
and in the sixty two tables is
drawn from the early 1980s or even
the 1970s. However, as a report card
on SADCC’s first difficult five
years, it
makes a major contribution to our untext

derstanding.

•

-

with the theoretical context, continues
with a regional survey of the sector
and an analysis of the relevant
SADCC projects, and concludes with

policy recommendations. Not surprisingly, each author sees his sector as
crucial

to the success

of SADCC.

The weaknesses that
in SADCC

are

are

identified

principally deficiences
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Forthcoming Publication, Ngunga's Adventures,

a

Children’s Book by Pepetela
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from passengers. As a follow-up to
this account, a despatch from Iringa
said a wounded man, getting treatment under police guard at Iringa

ARTS AND CULTURE

government hospital, had allegedly

Publish and SurviveiThe
a

robbery".

paper was presented by the
author to a Seminar on Publishing
and the Reading Habit organised by
the Publishers Association of Tanzania and held in Dar es salaam

from 5th to 9th September, 1988.
The author is a leading Tanzanian
journalist and publicist. He has
worked as a free-lance since 1972 as
well as being employed on the Party
newspapers since 1974. In 1982, he
left employment and launched hL
own Magazine RADI which means
"lightning" or "thunderbolt".
iVe believe Ndimara’s observations
the state of journalism in Tanzania are relevant to other parts of
the continent as well. We invite
on

from

readers
very important issue.]

responses

our

on

this

regular

intervals,

without the desired

and therefore
punch. This ir-

regularity has deprived us of an opportunity to administer the journalistic ambuscades which would have
made an impact on the audience, or
that would have provoked or choked
the normally hypersensitive mammoth. But I am led to understand that
RADI must have demonstrated a new

approach, perception and trend in
journalism in Tanzania, which
prompted the need to know how we
do it and survive, and how we are

going to continue to do it and expect
to survive.

As

organisers of this seminar did
qualify "survive" - to mean either
monetary returns to survive on, or the
professional magic wand we employ in
not

order to survive the axe of the state,
let the latter be the subject-matter.
For the former could be answered

straight

away:

rocketed

restricted print ofder, influenced by a
decline in the people’s purchasing
power.

Magazine publishing therefore

causes me

prices of newsprint
to
unimaginable

heights and printing costs have

more
than trebled in the last two years. This
has led to upward adjustment of the

financial headaches and it

is getting to a point between
and impossible, as profit is
nil.

difficult
close to

But

magazine publishing is not all
newsprint, printing costs and
monetary returns and gains. News
magazine publishing is, to a greater
extent, about journalism. As a small
seale publisher and a long time practising journalist, I believe serious
publishers are never mere conduits of
about

ideas, views, news, information and
education. They are, on the contrary,
intelligent and conscious participants
in the whole process
tion.
Below

Our magazine RADI is six issues
old. It has been coming out at very ir-

offer

we
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of

work.
Where is the driver who
at? How did he

shot

was

respond to orders?

Where is the bus conductor who

was

pulled out of the bus, hit in the head,
thrown onto the gravel and trampled
on by gangsters? Where is the elderly
woman with her grandson who was
not aware

of the orders? How did the

thugs treat
What
those

was

women on the buses?
the reaction of the thugs to

they found with large sums of
money? What "big names" were on the
bus and how were they treated? Any
person with government documents
or
money, and what happened to
him/her? Any government property

destroyed

robbed? Where is the

or

money from gangsters? Generally,
how did it unfold and how did it end?

of

today’s journalism in Tanzania - the
conditions giving rise to the need to
establish serious, democratic, highly
informed and professionally written
and edited magazines; what we think
should be the role of such magazines,
and how a publisher can, and must,
shift from "surviving" to "living". In
looking at the trend of journalism in
the country, our reference will be to
two dailies
Uhuru (Freedom) and
Daily News, and the three weeklies Mzalendo, (Patriot) Sunday News and
Mfanyakazi (Worker). Going by the
[Tanzanian] Press Directory of 1986,
the "big five" which are state owned,
have a combined weekly circulation of
1.1 million and are generally referred to
as the "nationalpress".

Where is an explanation of the scene
of this barbaric act? How did the pas-

Journalism: Yesterday and Today

This is just one example; one of a
million untold, not well-told and poorly treated stories. The fact that many
questions remain unanswered, means

-

A little

over two

weeks ago,

the

na-

tional press "reported" an incident on
the slopes of the dangerously steep
mountains of Kitonga, on the Iringa -

Morogoro

road.

According
to
accounts, a number of men

newspaper
armed
with

sub-machine

guns,

stopped two Dar es Salaam bound
passenger buses, several lorries and

money

result

was

overview

an

tion has

a

he

of communica-

price of the magazine while circulaas

said

scuffle with gang-mates

luckiest of the terrorised passengers one who managed
to hide his/her

oil tankers; shot at a driver, at bus
windows and in the air, and collected

narrowed

a

during the portioning of the loot.
This is all we got. And this is not an
isolated case. This is journalism at

Tengambwange

[This

Reports

wounded in

Magazine Publisher

Ndimara

have

confessed collusion in the "mountain

Experiences of

and other personal belongings

reach Dar es
problems on the
way? Were the buses insured?
These and many other questions
sengers

to

manage

Salaam? Any more

remain unanswered. This is because

reporters
and

even

quarters

did not rush to the
in Dar

es

Salaam

-

scene,

the head-

of these urban based
and the destination of the
reporters did not interview

newspapers

buses

-

drivers, bus conductors, passengers
and bus owners. Neither the dailies
nor the weeklies satisfied the public
need to know more about the incident. Going by experience, the story is

finished, and probably to many
nalist, it was well reported.

many

a jour-

facts ha\ e been left out and the
give sufficient informa-

story does not

tion to enable the reader to

com-

prehend, let alone analyse, the situation.
to

This poor
assemble

presentation, the failure
even

characteristic

nalism,

would

of

bare facts, which is
Tanzania’s jour-

have

made

Adam
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Muwafu

cough his heart out. And if
know the reason, you can
be referred to his article on journalists
in a neo-colony:
Let us specifically look at the journalist in a neo-colony. He is usually
of sub-quality. He is politically naive,
lowly educated and has narrow and
half-baked understanding of his
society. He is usually forced into
journalism for a job after dropping
out of school...
Because
of these short-comings
coupled with a hostile environment,
the journalist in a neo-colony cannot
report or write deeply. He is usually
an employee of the state or
of international finance capital. He has few
choices. For the sake of a living he is
therefore tamed and controlled. In
some cases he will even consciously
serve imperialism for a few dollars.
This state of affairs drives all traces
of journalistic ethics out of his practice. He is, therefore, in most cases
opportunistic, sycophantic and sectarian.
If he is a consistent
you want to

democratic nationalist,

then he is

usually terrorised... till he is pushed
out of practice. Good journalists are
pushed out of practice or scared to
raise a finger, while ill-trained and
very blunt relatives and girl friends of
the niling clique dominate the neocolonial press world...
A pathetic situation. Yet real and
nonnal!

The observation is disturbingly true
and may help to define the journalism

practised in Tanzania. While it castigates controlled and shoddy journalism, it reminds recorders of history
that the integrity of the profession will
depend on their performance. This
brings us to another hold-back in our
the bombarding of
journalism
audiences with bare facts which have
little meaning, if any.
Tanzania knows no journalism of
analysis and interpretation. Except in
a few feature articles, most of them
written by non-staff correspondents,
news columns of the
"big five" are
hard to chew. The practice, mostly
referred to as "dead pan account" or
"naked reporting", is being defended
by a feeble argument that hard facts
make up an objective story.
The presentation of facts as one
sees
them is a journalism of the
novice. It presupposes the non-concatenation of events and negates fundamental rules of inquiry and re-

search,

that

must

otherwise

respected and adhered

to.
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be

Die-hard,

bare-fact-conformists
argue
that
audiences should never be helped to
chew the facts and that "explanatory

opinion" in normal

news

should be

avoided.
Let

us

Minister’s

Office

issued

an

order to all Regional Commissioners
and Development Directors on Tanzanian mainland not to go on leave.
When a reporter called the Prime
Minister’s Office to get a clarification,
the answer given by the Principal

Secretary was: "... taarifa iandikwe
ilivyotolewa”, meaning the statement should be published without ad-

kama

ditions

omissions.

or

In this particular example, we see
the journalism that serves to record
and convey authority’s word and is not
meant to inform. This kind of jour-

nalism, that does

not respect origins
information, that docs
not appreciate logic, pressures and interests involved in a story, is indeed,
dumb journalism. It is however the
journalism we have.
You may look at it through a more
clear example. When the order to stay

of

news

and

Commissioners and Directors in their

respective

areas was

made, the politi-

cal climate in the country was as follows. There was already a big shortage
of food and the Prime Minister announced later, in form of an admission of failure, that the government
was "unable to feed" the
population
without calling for individual efforts in

combatting the incipient hunger. The
order came at
violence were
were

There

a
on

time when acts of
the increase and

threatening law and

order.

of "saboteurs".
Parliament had enacted the Ngum
were

arrests

Kazi Act

(Human Resources DeployAct) which accelerated massive
repatriations of the urban jobless to
their "home places”(!) There were too,
at this time, arrests that had not been
made public following the alleged
coup. There were reports about
flooded prisons, and government
ment

plans to expand them.
In the "big five", each of the above
events

pressures

is where

and interests involved. This
journalism has proved

our

hopeless.

look at one example where
bare facts baffled even those who have
been practising it. This is when the

Prime

It does not offer additional information that would shed light on the
news.

was

treated

as

an

isolated

story. It was' not indicated anywhere
that these
events. No

were

a

series of linked

interpretation was given to
help put the events into their proper
perspective, or what we call "putting
meaning into news". Official explanation, yes, but it serves solely to justify
action taken and does not interpret

Here is another malady. Our journalism is largely exhortative. It is what

may call mwito (a call or exhortation) journalism. There are always
calls by party [Chama cha Mapindizi
the only political party in Tanzania]
and government officials, directors,
managers, experts and whoever is
given a chance to address an
audience. These calls have, in most
cases,
been
manufactured
by
reporters who look for the speaker’s
we

observation and take it to be a call to
"all Tanzanians", to "government", to
"students all over the country", to "all
dala-dala

(privately

owned minieach and
everybody. Either for lack of comprehension or interest, or the unwillingness to change the old habit, our
journalism has continued to produce
"calls" that no longer have impact on
buses)

operators",

to

audiences. This hortatory journalism
knows no analysis, interpretation,

background information or explanatory facts. It only sees but has no
ability to observe. And seeing is not
enough.
The Adam and Eve of mwito journalism could be traced to the years

leading to independence and thereafter. Julius Nyerere writing on the
one-party government, likened "early
days of nation-building" to times of
war, and said of opposition:
Too often the only voices to be heard
in “opposition” are those of a few irresponsible individuals who exploit
the very privileges of democracy freedom of the press, freedom of association, freedom to criticise - in
order to deflect the government from
its responsibilities to the people by
creating problems of law and
order..The

government must deal

firmly and promptly with the trouble
makers. The country cannot afford,
during these vital early years of its
life, to treat such people with the
same degree of tolerance which
may
be safely allowed in a long established democracy.
This then was an early war on the
opposition. It was laying foundation
for a system that would not brook
political dissent as well as independent discordant ideas. What was
actually being called for, was a continuation of mwito for unity - Uhuru
na Umoja (Freedom and
Unity), the
31

4

r
theme of the middle and late 1950s,
and not voices in opposition. One

voice,

one direction, was the political
of the day, until probably those
vital early years had become less vital.
Sauti ya TANU, (Voice of the Tanganyika African National Union) a
cyclostyled newsletter, was a cham-

game

sentences that

32

what the poor

socialism. And editors would not let
the untreated stuff of a political
novice slip into the columns of the

party organ,

pion of the theme well before independence, and handed the mwito culture to Uliuru, a TANU weekly
launched on independence. On April
17, 1964, the Party launched an
English daily. The Nationalist, with
the objective of making the voice of
the party heard outside the country
and among relevant circles within.
These two party organs, with Uhuru
becoming a daily in 1965, championed
mwito journalism. This included putting straight what an inexperienced
politician had messed-up, or framing

mean

politician wanted to say but not exactly what he said. All this was automatic
and the proclaimed purpose being
mobilization for unity and later for

pose

unless it

responsibilities. Of significance too, in
the development of mwito, was an
amendment to the Newspaper Ordinance in 1968 giving powers to the
President

him to ridicule and eventual
push-out.

cen-

With the declaration of

one-party
government, the Arusha Declaration
a

and the nationalisation of the

English
daily, mwito journalism became the
vehicle of "single voice" campaigns in
the spirit of what Nyerere had earlier
called on the government to do:
"...deal firmly and promptly with the
trouble makers" who were employing
"privileges" of freedom of speech to
deflect the government from its

declare cessation of any

newspaper that, in his opinion, was
not in the "interests of the people".
Mwito became

was meant to ex¬

sure or

to

a

friend of politicians

and the executive. It became also the

promoter

of individual politicians,

who, the following day, would hunt for
dailies that carried their photographs
and well-edited exhortations. And
when this became practice, many a

politician decided that he could say
anything and in whatever manner, as
far as speech organisation is concerned, believing, or rather knowing,
that the
to

"press boys" would know "how

put it". And when it was not put to

their satisfaction, journalists would be
summoned and harangued on a subSAPEM OCTOBER 1988

ject too superior to many politicians:
responsibility.
It is not easy to predict when mwito
will give way to interpretative and
analytical journalism. It is not easy
too, to imagine who would introduce
the change which is likely to arouse
distrust among those who enjoy the
fruits of mwito. Can it be that journalists, who are professionally illequipped
or
the
sycophantic
managers of the press, may think in
mwito, there lies their job security,
freedom to hide their ignorance, opportunity to flatter, a spring-board to
the political kingdom?
The Need for

a

Serious

Magazine

Besides the two dailies and three
weeklies, Tanzania boasts of 116

registered
publications.
Notable
among these are two bi-monthlies:
Kiongozi (Leader) published by the

I Tanzania
Episcopal Conference, with
a
circulation of 103,000, and

(Target)

published

by

the

Lengo
East

I These
AfricantwoVenture Company (20,000).
concentrate on

I

religious af-

fairs, but of late they have become
vocal in matters of national
with Kiongozi leading other

interest,
religious
publications in carrying strong, and at
times, scathing editorials on the socioeconomic situation in Tanzania.
Other magazines worth a mention
are Nchi Yetu (50,000) and Frontliner

(20,000). The former published by the
Tanzania

Information

Services

(government) and the latter by the
state owned Tanzania News
Agency.

The two

are

monthlies

by registration

only, as they come out at very irregular intervals. Generally, the 116
publications, including the propagandist weekly - Unisi Leo (25,000) owned by the Novosti Press Agency
(USSR), could be classiHed under:
news
magazines, general family interest magazines, opinion and
special interest magazines, business press, and
company publications. To try to
define the roles and functions of each
and every publication, is uncalled for,
as it is also an exercise into inconsis-

tcncy. After all, most magazines are
loaded with materials of little, if any,
consequence. Instead we would look
a magazine we would wish to
have,
magazine with a ta/k/ng journalism.
Here, we are addressing ourselves
to the thoughtful
interpreters; the
analysts of events and trends; the ex-

at
a

aminers of situations
news

-

the serious

magazines.

Tanzania needs

a

serious
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magazine

that

employs intelligent and in-depth
reporting. This means coverage that
leaves no room for questions or
doubts. It needs analysis; it needs interpretation by which we mean: objective appraisal of the situation, based
on
thorough knowledge of what is
happening, how it is happening and
the historical sequence in which it is

happening.
The talking journalism

we

would

reported; that not only seeks to explain and inform, but also provides
enough background information and
inners that help to evaluate and
the

facts

that

are

being

reported. We need journalism that
gives the reader facts and truth about
facts, or if you want, that leaves the
reader fully informed and with only
one task:
forming a sound decision
based on information supplied.
The magazines with this type of
journalism must be produced by men
and women of sound knowledge of
their society; conscious writers who
thirst
for
more
education
and

knowledge and who

are

prepared to

share their treasure with the rest of
the community. The magazine should
have a highly democratic policy that
would not only make it a forum for all

their views through
reportage, interviews and individual
contributions, but also that will join
the community in exposing antidemocratic tendencies; educate the
public on their rights and join hands
with human right activists here and
abroad. But most important, the educated and conscious writers, must
identify themselves, through the
columns of the magazine and otherwise, with the working people whose
interests they must strive to serve and
to

express

defend.
The magazine with a talking journalism must have men and women
writers who believe in the one and

only responsibility of the press: that is
professional responsibility, which is
consistent pursuit of the truth. They

should be convinced that truth is not
determined by governments - the
same governments that have all
along
manufactured the virus of control

thought and expression. It is this
professional integrity, and a conscientious and ethical approach to work that will earn
journalism its rightful place in Tanzania; free it from mwito journalism
over

trend that demands

The

"everybody-can-do-it"

men-

Magazine Publisher and Survival

It is not necessary to repeat here
that the news magazine publisher we
know in Tanzania is not a press

tycoon. In fact he feeds on husks of
frustration as returns have been too
little

wish to have is one that gives the
audience additional information related to a particular incident being

measure

and the

tality.

to

live

on

and re-invest. But this

publisher has lived in many a memory
of readers of his magazine which is attempting to employ the talking journalism that tells all it knows; helps to
chew hard facts for its audiences, but
lets readers choose the amount
can

afford

With
RADI is

to

they

swallow.

illuminating journalism,
becoming popular and it is

an

seeking to live in the hearts of all its
readers; and undoubtedly, where it
lives, there lives its publisher. As
regards surviving the axe of the state,
the publisher of RADI sees no reason
to

doubt government intention to be

fully informed, analysed and even
criticised, and helped to know the
situation and what others say about it.
I think the government can no
longer
afford the luxury of assuming that ail
Tanzanians have uniform thinking,
and that calm and tranquility arc
signs
of complete agreement, more so in a
one

party government.

A well informed government,

and

informed by the trained personnel of
the information media that employs

talking journalism, can act more judiciously and sensibly, and is likely to be
more

democratic

than

one

that

depends on the witch-hunt of the normally immature, unprofessional and
vendetta inspired security operations.
But,

even

in times of

censure, un-

warranted

interference, and even censorship, the publisher can and must
still stand firm and count on the trust
of his audience in whose hearts he

lives;

truthful coverage and
on professional integrity and
freedom of mind; and on the
democratic principles and rights
enshrined in the fundamental law of
the land.
on

analysis,

There is still room. Much more
could be done, and why not at some
cost if needs be, in order to save the

profession from sinking into the abyss

of "do-nothingism", and in order to aid
the people to get the power they must
not miss - information.

This is my

experience. And live

we

must. •
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P.O. BOX 396, HARARE, ZIMBABWE
TELEPHONE 795771, TELEX

2274 ZW
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Largest Newspaper group in
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D. M. Sadza

P.O. Box 83 SOUTHERTON Phone 67671 Telex 2019 ZW
Specioliiti in all aspects ot high qualitr Printing and
Packaging: including Magaxines, Educational Books,

Newspapers.

Security

Printing

(Stamps

&

Cheques)

P.O. Box 1027 HARARE Phone 705199 Telex 4092 ZW

Publishers of the official Zimbabwe Telephone and Telex
Directories, Calendars, Diaries, Trade Directories fr Maps

(Chairman). E. T. Rusike (Managing), F. C. Capon. P. T. Ellis,
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BOOKSELLERS & STATIONERS TO THE NATION

Kingstons
Is A
Network
Giving
Support
To
Our
Nations’s
Schools

WE ARE HAPPY
TO BE
ASSOCIATED
WITH THE
SOUTHERN AFRICAN
POLITICAL
AND ECONOMIC
JOURNAL

^^MOngstons
^

LIMITED

^

SAPEM WISHES ALL ITS READERS
A PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR
SAPEM OCTOBER 1988
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CODESRIA BOOK SERIES
Rweyemamu, J. F. (ed. 1981): Industrialization and Income Distribution in Africa (English)
227 pages. 10 US$ = 3.500 FCFA.
-

Yachir, F. (ed. 1981): Technology and Industrialization in Africa (French & English)
pages. 10 US$ = 3.500 FCFA.
Nnoli, Okwudiba, (ed. 1982): Path to Nigerian Development (English)
=

—

264

pages

332

10 US$

3.500 FCFA.

CODESRIA/ICJ, (ed. 1983): Development and Legal Services in Africa (English)
-

—

-

-

168

pages

5 US$.

CODESRIA/ICJ (ed. 1983): Developpement et

Services Juridiques

en

Afrique (Francais)

-

5 US$.

Thiombiano, T. (ed. 1984): L’Enclave Industrielle: La Societe Sucriere de Haute Volta (French)
-

192 pages

-

2.500 FCFA.

NEW RELEASE

Ndongko, W. A., (ed. 1985): Economic Cooperation and Integration in Africa (English)
- 10 US$ = 3.500 FCFA.

-

344 pages
I

Shivji, 1. G. (ed. 1986): The State and the Working People in Tanzania (English)
-

10 US$

=

-

194

Mandaza, I., (ed. 1987): Zimbabwe: The Political Economy of Transition (English)
pages

-

10 US$

=

US$10

=

-

430

-

389

3.500 FCFA.

Jemai, H., (ed. 1987): Population et Developpement en Afrique (French & English)
pages

pages

3.500 FCFA.

3.000 FCFA.

FORTHCOMING
Mkandawire T. & Bourenane N. “The State and

Agricultural Development in Africa”;

Igwe B.V.N. & Fadahunsi A. “Capital Goods and Technological Change in Nigeria”.
Orders:

CODESRIA
B.P. 3304
Dakar

Senegal

Orders.

Grassroots Books (Pvt) Ltd.
Africa House
too Stanley Avenue

Kingstons Bookshop
P.O. Box 2374
Harare

Harare
or

The Editor

Southern African Political Economy Series
Box MP 111
Mount Pleasant
Harare

I
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There’s

no

how far

telling

some

people will go to get
their delegates’
‘-C

attention

I

at

conferences.
Understandable, really. Once a delegate’s office knows where to contact him,
even the best speaker won’t be able to hold his attention!

problem with far-off conference venues, however, lies in their inaccessibility
“Shipping” delegates backwards and forwards is a time consuming and costly
exercise, and, should one of them need to get back home in a hurry, well . . .
The
-

The Kadoma' Ranch Motel is

just over an hour’s drive from Harare City Centre
and we’re convinced that that, in itself is reason enough as to why the Kadoma
Ranch Motel is the ideal

venue

for your

conference.

Of course, we could tell you about our excellent conference facilities, our
luxurious (and we really mean luxurious) accommodation and fine cuisine —
but every other venue you consider will probably say much the same. We would

tell us what you’re looking for in a conference venue
see just how accommodating we can be.

rather have you

delighted

to

-

you’ll be

Kadoma Ranch Motel

Knn
Kadoma Ranch Motel

Kadoma Ranch Motel is

The
a

Telephone Kadoma 2321/2/3/4/5

Conference Specialists

division of Art
or

Corporation Limited

write to P.O. Box 874, Kadoma, Harare

LONRHO; PART OF THE STRENGTH
OF ZIMBABWE
Lonrho's great strength lies in its ability to create much needed foreign
exchange, notably through exports but also by way of import substitutions.
The diversity of its many activities enable Lonrho to make a major impact on
Zimbabwe’s economy.

Among the most prominent of Lonrho’s currency earners are:-

MINING IN ZIMBABWE
produces over one third of the Nation's gold.and constant
enables the Company to look forward to increased output in the

Lonrho
investment

j

future.

THE WATTLE COMPANY LIMITED
Z$ll million exports of wattle extract and coffee.

58 000

LONBHO RANCHING OPERATIONS
— helping the C.S.C.’s beef export drive.

prime cattle on six ranches

DAVID WHITEHEAD TEXTILES LTD.
Exported over Z$16 million worth of products in 1987

LONRHO MOTOR INDUSTRIES LTD.
Assemblers of commercial vehicles and agricultural tractors.
vehicle components and parts.
Our purpose -

Manufacturers ol

self sufficiency in Zimbabwe through development
improved lechnologv’.

and

LONRHO

I

PART OF THE STRENGTH
OF ZIMBABWE

LONRHO
ZIAABAEWE
LINTAS: WORLDWIDE 8062

L
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