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There’s

no

how far

telling

some

people will go to
their delegates’
attention

get
%

at

2-j

conferences.

5

i

Vjg

■

Understandable, really. Once a delegate’s office knows where
the best speaker won’t be able to hold his attention!

to contact

him,

even

The

problem with far-off conference venues, however, lies in their inaccessibility
“Shipping” delegates backwards and forwards is a time consuming and costly
exercise, and, should one of them need to get back home in a hurry, well
-

.

.

.

The Kadoma Ranch Motel is just over an hour’s drive from Harare
City Centre
and we’re convinced that that, in itself is reason
enough as to why the Kadoma
Ranch Motel is the ideal venue for your conference.
Of course, we could tell you
luxurious (and we really mean

about our excellent conference facilities, our
luxurious) accommodation and fine cuisine
but every other venue you consider will probably say much the same. We would
rather have you tell us what you’re looking for in a conference venue you’ll be
delighted to see just how accommodating we can be.
-

Kadoma Ranch Motel

CSuOuD
Kadoma Ranch Motel

Kadoma Ranch Motel is

The
a

Telephone Kadoma 2321/2/3/4/5

«■

Is..

-

Conference Specialists

division of Art Coiporation Limited
or write to P.O. Box 874, Kadoma, Harare
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^ Forward with the Cultural Boycott

rj^hc
Cultural Boycott of South Africa is
J.

10 years old this
institute the Cultural Boycott was
in itself a tremendous achievement on
the part of those
who first advocated this
important programme towards the
complete isolation of apartheid South Africa in all aspects
of cultural life. As .such, the Cultural
Boycott programme
year.

might

The decision

one

plcmcnt

to

day be viewed as having been an important comstruggle for National Liberation in
immmcdiatcly, it has helped to high-

to the overall
South Africa. More

light the nature of apartheid to the international community, particularly in such a sector of social life which
some
people would conveniently wish to regard as quite
apart from the world of politics and struggle.

Tnitially, the Cultural Boycott campaign
some degree of disdain in

Agreeted with

was

in general

many quarters;

and even tho.se who
supported it were quite skeptical
about its prospects for success. Thanks to the
United Nations Centre Against Apartheid

(and its Special Committee
Against Apartheid) in particular, not to mention the general
intensification of the Struggle in Southern Africa ever since
the 1970’s, many a cultural
worker, artist and sportsperson
has since learnt of the hazards of
playing with apartheid.
tT'his issue of SAPEM deals
mainly with cultural workers
A and artists in the music field. But
there have been
greater successes in the field of sports in which the
Special
Committee Against Apartheid has done an
outstanding job
of monitoring sports contacts with South
Africa; and has
established a consolidated list of
sportsmen and
sportswomen who have participated in sports events in
South Africa in the period 1
September 1980 to 31 Decernber 1987. The Committee’s
report of 14 April 1988 is
evidence that the international
campaign against

apartheid

sport continues to make progress; and that action by
Governments, sports organizations, local authorities, antiapartheid groups and individuals has helped to abort many
sports exchanges with South Africa. Indeed many more
sportsmen and women are now pledging that they will not
eompete in South Afriea until apartheid has been eradicated.

only mediocre and second rate sportsmen and women.
(According to the Report on the Special Committee Against
Apartheid, South African commercial houses which sponsor
any event involving overseas partieipants are refunded
90 per cent of their gross
outlay through tax rebates. "Thu.s,
South Africa devotes
large sums of money to attract overseas players".)
rw^he Cultural Boycott of South Africa has been
largely
successful in the field of sports. But the same eannot be
said about the field of music, theatre and academia.
This is
the subject of the main feature article in this

issue. Sefako

Nyaka laments the "confusion, controversy and at times bitter alienation" that the Cultural
Boyeott issue has caused

Blaek South Africans themselves. This is a situation
by the divisions in South Africa; and, if
we might also observe with
regard to this subject of Cultural Boycott, by the occasional show of
vaccilation,
equivocation and ambivalence on the part of the National
Liberation Movement. (The Graceland Tour
refers; and
Miriam Makeba and Hugh Masekela should be advised
among

further exarcebated

henceforth to desist from any words and deeds that
appear
disdainful of the noble objectives of the Cultural

Boycott;

and member states of the O.A.U. and the Frontline
should
be more careful and
thorough in their adherence to the
Cultural Boycott of South Africa.)
A s the main feature article
concludes, it is imperative
/jkthat progressive and democratic movements inside and

outside South Africa decide on the rules and mechanisms
of a monitoring system for the Cultural
Boycott. Indeed,
the system should be flexible and
re-emphasize the point
that the Boyeott is intended to be more of a tool of liberation and less a mode of
censorship. But we should not
allow the mercenaries
among us to eonfuse the issue any
more than
they have already done. For, the criteria should
otherwise be quite clear; surely we are
politically mature
enough to distinguish between on the one hand the opponents of the South African State and who should therefore be given all assistance
possible in their cultural en-

deavours; and,

on

the other, the regime and its supporters

all of whom should be isolated

r^hus,

even

though it spends approximately US$100

mil-

A lion annually to promote international
sports exchanges
organizations which endorse apartheid policies. South Africa now finds itself able to attract
and subsidizes sports

2

effectively. With greater
vigilance and a measure of political dexterity, we can all
help to develop the Cultural Boycott into a more formidable political weapon in the
Struggle against apartheid.
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The Cultural
Sefako

r^he
cultural boycott of South Africa
-1is

is 10 years old this year. And there
doubt that it has been 10 years of

no

confusion, controversy and at times
bitter alienation.
Whereas in 1978 most

people who
pushed for the boycott were agreed
that it is and

can

be used

as a

tool of

people now see it its a
tool of censorship.
liberation,

some

The divisions in South Africa have
also served to further confuse issues.
Instead of being taken step by step

through the stages of the boycott, artists

were

more

often

than

not

whipped into line. Very few cultural
workers understand the dynamics of
the boycott. And sadly enough organisations in the country have not
provided the much-needed cultural
education
programmes
cultural
workers so dearly need. Instead some
organisations were actively involved in
encouraging artists to violate the
boycott in order to win over the said
artists into their camps. At times cultural workers based firmly within the
mass

democratic movement have been

hyper critical of cultural workers who
have yet taken up a similar committed
stance.

ry^he flexible techniques used in orA ganising communities and fac¬
ignored when dealing with cultural workers. Instead, one
finds arguments based on barren
moral moralism and personal accusa-

tories

were

often

Nyaka

political understanding 2md trying to
push some of them to be on par with
intellectuals is a good recipe for fierce
resistance and alienation.
The vagueness of the boycott was
also another point of contention for
artists. In its purest form the boycott

severing all cultural contact
African society. This
me2ms
no
South African cultural
worker will be allowed to participate
in any event outside the borders of the
country. No South African music or
other works of JU't shall be made availmeans

with

South

able in any country outside the
ders of the apartheid country.

type

borThis

of approach infuriated even

those cultural workers who are firmly
based within the mass democratic
movement.

They argued that the

boycott

stifling the development

was

of the emerging culture. The boycott
does not appreciate the emergence of
a vibrant people’s culture rooted in
South African realities and steeped in

democratic values. This culture is in

opposition to the racist culture associated with the apartheid regime.
This culture

spirit

is characterised by a

of internationalism

and

a

humanist perspective that derives
from the best of the cultural heritage
of the various peoples that make up
the South African population, accord-

ing to

a

resolution of the Culture in

Another South Africa conference
held in the Netherlands last year.
The culture that is emerging from

tions.
This does not mean that some South
Afriean cultural workers are not in

the social and
political aspirations encompassing the
artistic, intellectual and material
aspects of culture in South African
society.

need of serious political education.
But it should be recognised that cultural workers have different levels of

A.ultural
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Boycott

South Africa expresses

blanket ban on any contact with
workers from South
Africa will stifle the development of

this culture. It is necessary for cultural
workers from South Africa to interact
with their counterparts in Africa and
elsewhere. Cultural exchange must be

encouraged and developed so as to
enrich South African society and to
forge and cement links with the international community.
There are those who argue: Why
equip people with knowledge that will
only serve to strengthen and develop
apartheid culture? They argue for a
total boycott.
It seems, however, that the majority
inside South Africa are calling for a
selective boycott. Allow only progressive cultural products (be they musical, graphic, written, theatrical or
whatever form) to leave the country.
As long as they do not serve to perpetuate

apartheid culture they arc

OK.
But the crucial question is who
decides on what is progressive culture

and what is the yardstick. Does a few
"Amandla’s " and derogatory terms
about the "Boers or apartheid" pass as

emerging culture that is able to inform
the world about the plight of South
Africans?

yt is no wonder that cultural workers
Aare now arguing that years of fighting State censorship seems to have
been replaced by censorship from the
mass

democratic movement and the

national liberation movement. Their
lack of understanding of the relative

positions taken by the liberation forces

and

the

South

African

government’s severe repression and
curtailing of information has made it
impossible for cultural workers to

respond positively to the boycott.
At times the positions taken by
3

organisations verge on political
point-scoring, regionalism and are at
best confusing also to the most ardent
some

members. So crucial is the issue that a
few weeks from now the Congress of
South African Writers (Cosaw) will
hold a conference to examine the cultural boycott.
Confusion

■^T^^at
▼
»

worries

most

cultural

workers is the confusion

sur-

rounding the implementation of the
boycott. What has it achieved in the
past decade? Is it being realistically
and impartially applied?
Recently the Cape Town based
"District Six" musical had to cancel a
performance at the Pretoria State
Theatre because of the venue’s links
with the South African government.
At that time the play was also
showing
at the Market Theatre in downtown

Johannesburg,

a

sociated

the

with

venue

that is

as-

development of

People’s

Culture.
Unconfirmed
reports attribute the cancellation to
pressure from the management at the
Market.
"How do you expect us to explain
your performance at the Market and
the State Theatre without losing
face?" was the loaded question posed
to District Six’s David lö-amer.

Management at the Market reportedly undertook to extend the booking
at the Market to make
up for the
cast’s cancelled performance.
It was at this point that some
theatre-goers started asking questions. Jonathan Clegg (of Juluka and
Savuka) and Pieter Dirk-Uys had previously performed at both the Market
and the State Theatre without raising
eyebrows. Clegg apparently told the
Market management that by performing at the Market he believed he was
preaching to the converted whereas a
performance at the State Theatre
might convert a few conservatives.
The question was never even raised to
satirist Uys a "rebel Afrikaner" who is
not worth alienating. And
surprisingly
both have since gone back for perfor-

the market and still manage
to attract a full house.
If apartheid is to be isolated, then
all its cultural institutions should be
mances at

4

shunned. Theatres and other

heavily dependent

on

venues

State-funding,

apartheid’s broadcast facilities and
the Bantustans should be out of
bounds for the committed cultural
worker, the argument goes.
The problem is that there is

no

other broadcast media in the
country
and musicians depend on the sale of
their records to make a
living. And
the only way their fans can know
about these records is through the
South
African
Broadcasting

Corporation’s radio and television

sta-

tions.

U efusing to have their discs spinned
-IVon SABC will most certainly
result in a heavy loss of revenue for
the

musicians and their

managers.

The State

compounded the confusion
by purchasing some taped interviews
with community leaders and screening
them

on

and-such

SABC channels. "If sucha

leader

can

appear on

TV

why can’t we?" asked the musicians. If
leaders of the mass democratic movement can address
meetings in the bantustans, why can’t artists perform
there? In any case those people in the
homelands are not there because of
choice and we should consider them
as South Africans and not make them
suffer for something that is not of
their making.

Botswana. It

African Kwela music.

Try explaining that to some cultural
will succeed in
doing is to confuse them even further.
To some artists it is not entirely clear
why Amampondo were jeered and
picketed overseas while Mbongeni
Ngema’s "Sarafina" had the red carpet
workers and all you

laid

International Reaction

people like Brenda Fa.ssi
"bubblegum” musie are
by the likes of Miriam
Makeba and some anti-apartheid forecs, is the argument heard at home. If

scene

has also

A been very
confusing. The reaction

of

some anti-apartheid
groups did
nothing to clear up the murky waters
of the cultural boycott. The Graceland
tour and Clegg’s long
sojourns overseas only added more confusion. Paul
Simon was wrong in coming to South
Africa to recruit Ray Phiri and the

Black Mambazo group to

record and

perform in the United States, some
people argue. However a few months
earlier Hugh Masekela had recorded
with

South

African

artists

in

even

with her
embraeed

the criteria of relevance is art or
music that explains to the outside
world about the plight of South

African.s, then Fassi’s music falls
hopelessly short of the mark. If anything her music tends to enhance the
seed of eultural domination and
sexualism as propounded by capitalist

society.

rpihe argument advaneed by

some
A activists is that Fa.ssi’s
songs raise

emotional

themes

related

to

the

everyday oppression of urban South
Africans. This in itself is debatable if

dowTiright apologetic to Brenda’s
popularity among people who love
bubble-gum music.
not

It

was

gress,

the African National Con-

after the Paul Simon fiasco, that

came

forward

with

the

selective

boycott tactic. In order not to stifle
People’s Culture, some cultural
workers should be allowed to travel
to engage in cultural exchange programmes.
The position seem to have appealed
overseas

to

r^hc international

for them.

out

Why

Some

highly politicised songs have
inadvertently creeped into the SABC.
The naive censors only removed the
discs after having received considcrablc airplay. This is a positive
spin-off.

also rumoured that

was

Harry Belafontc had asked for, and
was
given, demo tapes of South

both

Inkatha

and

the

Azanian

People’s Organisation. Politicians
agree that cultural workers should be
responsible for the implementation of
the boycott. But, they argue, artists
are not
yet ready for such responsibility. In the interim politicians
should vet all work.
Oome artists argue

that while it is all
good for politicians to
argue for a boycott, it does not affect
them directly at all. Cultural workers,
and not politicians should be responsible for implementing the boycott.
Most cultural workers appreciate the

li3well

and

SAPEM MAY 1988

1
the total

aim of the cultural

boycott

isolation of the

apartheid regime.

-

until the thorny question of
who monitors it is worked out in con-

However

junction with the artists themselves,
the waters are far from clearing.
The Academic

Boycott

ri^he academic boycott

is unfor-

A tunately not as wndely

debated as

it should be and as a result it is surrounded by a lot more confusion than
the cultural and trade boycott.
It often comes up in times of con-

opposed to any form of academic
boycott and believe that the exchange
of ideas should be encouraged in all
universities m the recognition of the
ideal of academic freedom. The other
stance, the pro-boycott advocates, feel
that the international isolation campaign against South Africa should not
only be applied in trade, sport and
culture alone but should also be extended to the academic field in order
for sanctions to be effective. There is
also the third approach which is
somewhat the middle path, here the
advocates of this position concede

troversy when there is a visiting
academic at a particular South
African university and shelved again
as soon as the crisis is over. Lack of a
clear standpoint in the broad progressive movement on this issue leaves
many
as

to

anti-apartheid bodies confused
whether all South African

academics should be

boycotted

only those known to be

or

active op-

of the apartheid states should
participate in academic
conferences on an international level.
The academic boycott is viewed as
one of the many strategies aimed at
the international isolation of the

ponents

be allowed to

A University of
academic, in making this
point, argued that the academic
boycott was indivisible from the struggle for various other freedoms. It is, in
fact, a lesser freedom to other more

Pretoria government.

Cape Town

basic freedoms like the right of one to
choose where one wishes to live or the

right of one not to be
one’s family.

separated from

rphe academic boycott
A for

a

ban

on

mainly calls

all South African stu-

and academics to
study, do research or gain any
knowledge or skills from any relevant
institution outside the country that
will be used in South Africa for the
benefit of the apartheid regime.
Similarly there should be no students,
scholars and academics coming to
South Africa for the purposes of car-

dents, scholars
either

rying out any academic activity. There
are
three opposing parties in the
academic boycott debate whose positions can be loosely defined as the
anti-boycott stance, who are totally

there

that

some

are

practical

problems with the pro-boycott stance
which they support, and they argue
for a flexible approach in applying it.
One main criticism often advanced
against the academic boycott is that it
undermines academic freedom, the
basic right of every university to
decide what is taught and whom is
taught, and it affects the free exchange of ideas and debate amongst
all universities in the world community.
Academic Freedom

pro-boycott stance arthat this argument is often
advanced by academics themselves
who are directly affected by the
boycott and view it as a separate issue
affecting them only. Granted the
academic
boycott
does
affect
academic freedom just as the sports
boycott affects the absolute freedom
of sportsmen and the cultural boycott
affects the absolute freedom of cul-

rrio

A

this the

gues

tural workers, like artists. But, argues
the pro-boycott lobby, the argument
behind the boycott is political rather
than academic and it also contains the

overriding moral which dictate

that

politi-

the governing principle must be
cal. Further, academics who view

boycott as a matter

the

affecting them

alone are viewed to be acting out of
self-interest and attempting to further

their sectional
the

privilege. Therefore

logic behind the

must be

defence

academic boycott

political and any
of academic freedom, which
seen

as

effect of undermining the
struggle for more universal freedoms

has the

must be wrong.

anti-boycott stance argues that
A intellectual work can only flourish
with the free exchange of ideas and
debate and one advocate of this

rwihe

argued that the case for maintaining academic links with South
Africa was especially strong, given the
unique importance of a "community of
ideas, the unique importance of
academic freedom". He said that the
case for academic freedom was more
than "merely hanging on to a threadbare liberal ideal, but recognising that
universities are the repositories of
many values dear to civilised society".
The other more persuasive argument against academic boycott is that
it will harm the very people it is trying
to
help, while
the apartheid
and
apologists
government’s
ideologues will move around conferences with relative ease. Further
the boycott is seen to be having a

stance

counterproductive effect, that it is
likely not to work and will be unenforceable. The practical problem in enforcing this boycott is that many of the
academic
exchanges lake place
through personal networks. South
African academics are invited to this
country because they have friends and
contacts in the right places. A visiting
scholar to South Africa, O’Brien said
during his disastrous visit to the
University of Cape Town, that the
idea of using an academic boycott to
bring down the regime was ludicrous
because the
be said to

Afrikaner Right, who can
be the targets in the

boycott, despised

intellectuals and

regarded South African universities as
"hotbeds of treason."

pro-boycott lobby, which advothe application of a total ban
on all South African academics and
scholars leaving the country to participate in conferences and seminars
abroad, or overseas scholars coming
to this country for research or other

rr^he

A

cates

academic activities, also put up a persuasive argument for their case. They
propose

that researchers from univer-

sities, research institutions
official organs

and other

of the regime must be
5
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barred from

international seminars

and conferences and vice-versa because

knowledge gained from

any

these acti\nties will be used in the per-

petuation of the system of torture,
resentment

and distortion

apartheid. Also they

of South African

to

maintain

argue, no

works

proach. This

stance calls for a more
flexible approach instead of a rigid
one. The advocates of this
position
call for the involvement of the

progressive

origin should be disfor academic
it is misleading

-i- freedom, they
say
suggest that in South Africa there is
meaningful academic freedom because often,
especially in the social
sciences, students are often denied access to certain books
by the state their
ability to discuss certain issues vital to
the future of this country is
impaired.
What can be said to be the middle

path in the debate,
should be

a

total

on

whether there

or

boycott is the partial

movements

boycott is that there is a small
minority in South African universities,
that is totally opposed to the
apartheld system and are responsible for
the evident change in the intellectual
climate in

those who argue

to

democratic

A Middle Path

seminated outside South Africa.
rrio

or

in the making of rules and decisions in
the boycott is impaired.

ri^he main reason the proponents of
-i- the flexible
approach oppose a
total application of the academic

or

no

academic

selective ap¬

r^he question here is

not whether
boycott or not.
These advocates support the isolation
campaign against the South African
government, including the strategy of
the academic boycott, but they argue
-i- there should be

a

that opponents of the South African
mu.st be identified and aided
while sanctions must be
applied
state

against the regime and its supporters.
This approach also tries to side
step
the practical failings of the total
boycott and anti-boycott positions.

so called liberal universities
like Wits, Rhodes, Durban and UCT.
It is this minority that has to be identified and widened and protected
from the boycott. Further, they
argue,
the ideas generated by this

minority
through debates, small publications
and newspapers have filtered
through
to the community and the
growing
resistance

to the apartheid
governand the utter confusion amongst
its supporters can, in no small way, be
attributed to this small group.
ment

Cultural Boycott: The Position of the ANC
The ANC

r^he
events of the first
-I-

quarter of

this year have shown, now more
than ever, that Pretoria is not about to

dismantle apartheid. The barrage of
fire directed towards the African National Congress (ANC), the mass
democratic
movement
and
the
Frontline States and the unleashing of
assassination squads as far afield as
Paris and Brussels are a call to the international community to strengthen
the academic and cultural boycott
with its aim of isolating apartheid
South Africa.
The assassination of Dulcie September in Fr^mce, a senior member of the

ANC, and

a

Chief Representative; the

bomb attacks on Albie Sachs, an
able lawyer of the ANC, in Mozambicar

que, and Jeremy and Joan Brickhill in
Harare; the raids in Bulawayo, Brussels, Zambia and Gaborone; the banning of 17 internal anti-apartheid organisations; the restriction of the

major labour federation, COSATU,
6
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and the continued State of

Emergency

only prove that the apartheid Govern-

ment is determined at all costs to
maintain its minority control.
The reform policy of the Nationalist

Party is daily being exposed as a
hypocritical gesture. Detentions, bannings, capital punishment, forced
removals are the order of the day, and
now, too, the democratic press, which
has struggled hard to expose the
ugly
realities and voice the aspirations of
the majority, face extinction at the
hands of the State. Repressive censorship laws are in force, foreign journalists have been expelled, the New
Nation has been suspended and
gazetted warnings of closure hang
over
the
Weekly Mail, South,
Saanistan,
Work
In
Progress,
Grassroots and Out of Step.
It is critical that the ANC, the mass

democratic movement, in its various
formations inside the country, the
Frontline States and the world community act together in isolating apart-

held South Africa. The Cultural and
Academic Boycott is an integral
weapon

for achieving this isolation

as

part of the broader struggle, bringing
about the dismantling of apartheid
and the transformation of South
Africa towards a united, democratic
non-racial society.
As a
tactic the Cultural and
Academic Boycott can change its
form and method of implementation
in accordance with the
changing

political situation internally and internationally. The principle is inviolate.
Undoubtedly there has been some
confusion in the implementation of
the boyeott at eertain times and in
certain places, but overall there have
been enormous gains in the isolation
of apartheid South Africa as a result
of the boycott in the sports, academic
and arts fields, as Barbara Masekela,
the ANC Secretary for Arts and Cul-

ture, articulates in her keynote address to the CASA Conference:
The

gains (of the struggle) made
SAPEM MAY 1988

guarded and augmented..
Among these gains has been the
success of the Cultural Boycott of
must be

apartheid South Africa.

These

gains cannot be reversed even with
the support given to the doomed

apartheid regime by some Western
governments by opposing the
boycott.

Undeniably the imposition of the
Sports, Academic and Cultural
Boycott by the international community has struck at the confidence of
the

ruling class.

from politics. Consequently a great
responsibility devolves on artists and
cultural workers to consciously aligti
themselves
with
the forces of
democracy and national liberation in
the life and death stmggle to free our
country from racist bondage.
1.3 That in order to play an effective
role in the struggle artists and cultural workers must create the ap-

propriate organisational structures
at the local, regional, national and
international levels to enable themselves to take collective action, consuit and co-ordinate their activities.

stmggle for the total
isolation of the apartheid regime
must continue. Among the tactics
1.7 That the

Problems of

Implementation

effectively implement the
AiAcademic and Cultural Boycott,
but not at the expense of the progressive, democratic culture was a topic of
discussion at the CASA (Culture In
Another South Africa) Conference
held in Amsterdam in December
XTow to

400 cultural workers from
South Africa and outside met. The

when

over

recommendations and resolutions of
the CASA Conference are highlighted

following excerpts from the
Preamble to the Conference resolu-

in the

tions:

be

democratic culture as an altemative to the racist, colonialist culture

of apartheid, the conference recommends that South African artists,
individually or collectively, who
seek to travel and work abroad
should consult

covering every discipline of the
literary, graphic, visual and perfonning arts, the participants adopt this
statement and these recornmendations as their collective view of the
place and role of the arts and cultural
workers in the stmggle for national
liberation and democracy in our
country.
1.1 That in the course

of the stmggle of

people against racist domination

and exploitation there has developed
a vibrant people’s culture, rooted in
South Africa’s realities and steeped
in democratic values, in opposition
to the racist culture associated with
the
apartheid
regime.
This
democratic culture is characterised by

spirit of internationalism and
humanist perspective that derives
from the best of the cultural heritage
of the various peoples that make up
the South African population..
1.2 That cultural activity and the arts
are partisan and cannot be separated
a
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beforehand with the

democratic movement and
the national liberation movement.

mass

On the

After six days of extensive discussion,
including thought provoking papers

our

employed during this campaign the academic and cultural
boycott are cmcial, and must be
maintained. However, in view of
the
growing sigriificance
of
to

boycott Lssue itself the fol-

lowing resolution was passed and
forms the basis for the implementation of the Cultural Boycott:
Resolution On The Cultural Boycott

Confinning:
That

apartheid South Africa must be

totally isolated;
And

Noting:

1) that the objective of the cultural
boycott to isolate the regime is inviolate and needs to be
with even greater vigour;

2)

pursued

the need to recognise and
strengthen the emerging progressive
and democratic culture in South

Africa;
3) that the cultural boycott as a tactic
needs to be applied with a degree of
flexibility which takes into consideration the developing
within the country.
We

situation

workers and academics not be allowed to enter the country, save and

except in those

instances where

such movement, after consultation
with the national liberatory movement, is considered to
thcrancc of the national

be in furdemocratic

struggle;
2) that South African artists, individually or collectively, who seek
to travel and work abroad should
consult with the mass democratic
movement and the national liberation movement.’
was a reiteration and in
A agreement with the statement of
O.R. Tambo made at the Canon Collins Lecture on the 28th May 1987:

rr^his resolve

Without doubt the developing and
vibrant culture of our people in

stmggle and its stmetures need to
be supported, strengthened and enhanced. In the same way as apartheid South Africa is being incrcas-

ingly

isolated

internationally,

within South Africa this people’s
culture is steadily isolating the in-

apologists of
apartheid. Indeed, the moment is
upon us when we shall have to deal
tellectual and cultural

with the alternative stmetures

that

people have created and are
creating through stmggle and
sacrifice, as the genuine representalives of these masses in all
fields of activity. Not only should
these not be boycotted, but more,
they should be supported, encouraged and treated as the
democratic
counterparts
within
South Africa of similar institutions
and organisations internationally.
our

This means that the ANC, the
broad democratic movement in its
various formations within South

Africa, and the international
solidarity movement need to act
together.

nphe full and proper implementation

A of the cultural boycott should en-

the development of the
emerging people’s eulture whilst increasingly isolate and crush the apartcourage

heid culture.

Therefore Resolve:

1) that apartheid South Africa be totally isolated and that cultural
7

PROBLEMS AND PROSPECTS OF REGIONAL COOPERATION:
FOCUS ON PTA AND
SADCC

Technology and Regional
Collaboration: Policy Dimensions
Calestous Juma
As with all governments, results

expected

/"Contemporary African history is
>-^marked by intensive efforts to
search for alternative
ways of dealing
with persistent economic
problems.
The phase of political
euphoria that
characterized

the

1960s

has

been

ture of most African countries. Twenty years of such practice have shown
that development cannot be achieved

by force
one

or

of the

instituted by decree. Now

preoccupations in some
keep the

African countries is how to
military out of politics.
In countries which have

have spent most of their time

ex-

perimenting with a wide range of
policy approaches. Policies have often
been changes at whim. This is
reflected

in

the

manner

introduce

in

new

which
mini-

stries, fire and hire ministers, and
blame foreigners and minority groups

for all

sorts

realistic evaluation. Under

of economic ills. These

ex-

periments have been compounded by
the intervention of other economic

ex-

perimenters such as the International
Monetary Fund (IMF).

such

circumstances of limited information

learning, politicians resort to the
"development by decree"
"growth on demand" becomes the

use

of force;

mode of operation.
But how much blame can be
put on
African leaders for current problems?
We should all be modest in our condemnation
of
African
leaders.

Dcxelopmcnt is

a very

elusive

process

whose sources are difficult to
fully understand. Sometimes we may feel the
way

St. Augustine (the African one)

felt about time: "What then is time? If
no one asks me, I know what it is. If I
wish to explain it to him who asks
me,
I do not know".

ex-

pcricnced military coups, and these
very few indeed, governments

as
on

they devoid of

any

Lack of
not

are

governments

development strategics. Just

the new policies arc seldom based
serious research, so arc

or

strategics.
Replacing previous military regimes
with new ones has been a
major fca-

8

new

and

continent’s problems but have contributed little to the search for alternative
development

|!

restlc.ssness has made it difficult to
as.scss the effectiveness of
any

economic
lion faded.

Military coups in various countries
have highlighted the magnitude of the

are

the short-run. Undue

even

replaced by pessimism. The hope that
political freedom would lead to

independence and libera-

over

Knowledge

T^uropcan economies have been

-■^steadily

growing for nearly four

centuries but no one really understood the sources of such growth until
the 1950s when economists started

realizing the role of science and technology in development. This was indeed on the fringe of mainstream
economic thought. It has taken the
Nobel committee thirty
years to
recognize the work of Robert Solow

This lack of
sources

usual.

of

undcr.standing of the
development is not un-

Societies tend

to

be

driven

through long phases of ignorance. Indeed,

humankind

has

muddled

through centuries of trial and error
(often error and error) and relied laron
gely
nature’s
exploiting
providence. Knowledge often came in
at the end of
day.
For example, Henry Hobhouse tells
us: History’s joke on
Europe is that for
nearly two centuries a commodity (tea)
was imported
halfway across the world,
and that a huge
industry grew up in-

volving as much
England’s entire
product, and yet
about how
or blended.

no one

tea was

rrthis is not

5 per cent of
gross
domestic

as

knew anything

grown, or prepared,

really

a problem so long
prepared to mobilizc their analytical resources and

-i-

as

societies

are

learn more about the situation.
Africa’s future will depend largely on
whether the continent invests in the

ability

to understand the

sources

of

economic development and to formulate
development strategics that

reflect
Africa

such imperatives. How is
doing in this learning game?
Not very well. Recent research into
the sources of development has shown
that economies change through the in-

troduction of new information into the
social system and the related institutional reorganization.

-

the fact that Solow’s office is
Paul Samuelson’s did not

next to

help much!

frican economic planners (those
ladies and gentlemen
who may well know that economic
A

/^unfortunate
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planning borders on a logical impossibility) seem to have realized that one
can
experiment .with institutional
reform and hopefully arrive at some
arrangement
that would yield
desirable development rates. This is
seldom
done through long-term
strategies but by the sheer pressure of
development problems. The responscs to these problems have fluctuated
between wishful thinking and political
determinism. In the 1960s it was widely believed that since economic
development was possible to achieve,
it was also desirable. The common
belief in the 1970s was that since it
was

desirable to achieve economic

growth, it

was

also possible to achieve

it.
Now there is

pessimism at every
policy makers, like their local
counterparts, the so-ealled nongovernmental organizations (NGOs)
have resorted to experimentation.
While NGOs or community organiza-

turn

and

tions are experimenting with new ways
of dealing with their local problems

on technology. It will also
the existing technological
frastructurc in the region.

policies
feet

af-

in-

rr^cchnology is still considered as a
A sectoral issue by many of these
countries. This view is also held by institutions such as the Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) and the Organization of African Unity (OAU)
This is reflected in the Lagos Plan of
Action which allocates a specific
chapter to science and technology as
if it were independent of other sectors
such

as

industry.

Some of the

technological implica-

tions of regional cooperation are well
known. They include economies of
scale and regional specialization. In
the first case, it is assumed (and often

rightly) that regional cooperation can
widen the market to a size
could justify certain levels of

which

investment and output that would otherwise
be unprofitable in smaller markets.
This argument carries considerable
weight given that most African
countries

have

relatively

small

(often with increased generation of
new knowledge) government officials
are trying out new forms of institutional organization.

markets. The patterns of ineome distribution in most of these countries
are also so skewed that only small sections of the population can afford
commodities that connot be profitably

Regional Cooperation

produced in the country. The import
costs of these commodities are borne
by a larger section of the population,
especially the agricultural sector
which produces the export crops
which bring in foreign exchange.
But how realistic are assumptions
based on the potential benefits of
economics of scale? A glance at the
current
trends
in technological
development suggest that machinery
is getting "smarter" and it is becoming
increasing feasible to profitably
produce some goods in quantities
lower than previous levels. This has
been made possible by the introduction
of
microelectronics
into

/^ne of the most

Vy of

fashionable forms

re-organization
of measures
for regional cooperation and trade.
The most important of these in the
eastern and southern African region
institutional

has been the

are

setting

up

the Southern African

ment

Co-ordination

Develop-

Conference

(SADCC) and the Preferential Trade
(PTA). These institutional arrangements have resulted from the
need to reduce dependence on South
Africa and foster regional trade,
respectively. These arrangements,
however noble, do not adequately
reflect the role played by technology
in
economic
development. The
realization that economic growth largely depends on the level of technological development underscores
the fact that effective implementation
of the objectives of regional arrangements will not only require explicit

Area

machinery.
Emerging Technologies

r^he introduction of new techA nologies plays a major role in
restructuring existing economies. It is
therefore
important to monitor
emerging technologies and anticipate

their
potential impact on the
economic
structure.
Two major
families of emerging technologies are

likely to have

global

a

economic

major impact on

transformation;

information
technologies) and biotechnology.
These technological families draw on
some of the recent breakthroughs in
microelectronics

(or

scientific research.
It has been
ment

occurs

argued that developlargely as a result of

change in the information base.

This

that
technologies' which
facilitate the collection, processing,

means

manipulation, storage and retrieval of
information have a fundamental impact on social transformation. It is
precisely this point that led to the view
that the industrialized countries are
becoming an "information society".
Already, microelectronics is playing
a significant role in reorganizing the
global industrial and service sectors.
The application, however, is doubleedged. Because of its rationalizing effeet, microelectronic applications may
radically alter the labour market by
pre-empting future employment opportunities. On the other hand, its
potential impact on economic productivity is enormous.
Oince Africa is characterized by
»3 decentralized production and low
productivity, the application of
microelectronics to its various industries may be a suitable option. This
is partly because of the low inputs required for some forms of electronic
applications and their versatility. One
of the areas that will require increased
microelectronic application is communication, which has been identified
in the Lagos Plan of Action as a major
that needs increased investment.
Advanced
using
machinery
electronics is now being applied not

area

only in areas where small

quantities of

products are needed, but also in situations
that
require flexibility in
transition
This
manufacturing,
towards "economies of skill" is
relevant to African economies which
have small markets and cannot afford
the investment required to put up

large factories. The flexibility embodied in the equipment makes it
even more suitable to introduce such
9
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technologies.

Oome of the innovations
being introkJduced
in
the
industrialized
countries are likely to have far-reach-

is

important for governments to
-»-examine closely the regional implications of the shift towards flexible
manufacturing and the increased use
Xt

ing impacts on African economies and
need to be monitored. Take the case
of recent innovations in sweeteners. A
wide range of natural sweeteners are

of

microelectronics in industry,
agriculture and services. The mass
production model that characterized
western industrial
history for over 50

being discovered and considered
for
large-scale production. The
"sweetness gene" of the West African
katemfe
plant,
{Thaumatococus
daniellii), has been inserted in bacteria, making it possible to produce

form of
tion akin to the

industries.

down and
returning
decentralized producnow

moribund cottage

natural

sweeteners

in

conventional

vats.

Decentralized Production
In addition to the

opportunities of

flexibility offered by microelectronics,
emerging technologies also make it

possible to undertake decentralized
industrial and agricultural production
in ways that would change the
patterns of regional cooperation. Advances in tissue culture,
genetic engineering and cell fusion (collectively called

biotechnology) are creating new possibilities for increasing and diversifying agricultural production.
Unlike the Green Revolution, the

emerging techniques in genetic engineering are more suitable to diverse
and
decentralized
production.
However, when issue of equity are
considered, what matters is not only
technical characteristics, but also
forms of social organization. Some of
the emerging biotechnology techniques such as tissue culture propagation are not only likely to have social
effects, but they will also reorganize

the structure of the scientific

com-

munity.
It is not known how these tech-

nologies will affect the social structure
despite their potential contribution to
productivity. Policy research into
emerging issues will have two main
aspects. First, it is necessary to anticipate the potential contribution of
certain technologies and plan the
supply of relevant skills in those fields.
Second, it is important to formulate
long-term policies which would shape
the development and application of
these technologies and the related
forms of social re-organization at national and regional levels.
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create a new market

for those conwith the health effects of
or saccharine.

cerned
sucrose

now

years is currently breaking
the economies are now
some

high level of sweetness, even extremely low conversion efficiencies would
yield
substantive
amounts
of
sweetener. Fourthly, the
discovery of
protein-based sweeteners is likely to

Thaumatin, the sweetener, is now
being marketed as a sugar blendstock
by Tate and Lyle in Britain under the
trade

name

of Talin and is used in

candies, chewing gum, pickles, jellies,
soups and other products. This is not
the only candidate. The so-called
miracle fruit (Synsepalum dulcificum)

from West Africa is a protein-based
candidate that might lead to a new
range of non-fattening sweeteners.
The berry contains no calories.
Also from West Africa is the Seren-

dipity berry (Dioscoreophyllum cumminsii) which is 3,000 times sweeter
than

sucrose.

Other

sources

of natural

sweeteners include Stevia rebaudiana

from Paraguay (300 times sweeter
than sucrose) Momordica grosvenori,
from China, and Lippia dulcis from
South America (1,000 sweeter than

sucrose).
Oo far the

penetration of natural

sweeteners has been

limited

to a

few products and their impact is yet to
be felt on a large scale. However,
there are several factors which indicate

that

they will pose long-term
challenges to the sugar industry. In
the first place, the natural sweeteners
do not have uniform taste so
they will
offer diversity in the food
industry,
whose growth is largely influenced by
product differentiation.
Secondly, the use of genetic engineering makes it possible to extract
the relevant genes from the plant and
insert them in another organism,
thereby freeing production from the
complicated agricultural process that
is

associated

with

cane

or

production. Thirdly, with the

beet
very

A nother

example of the long-te rm

-i^impacts of biotechnology is that of
vanilla. Madagascar, Comoro Islands
and Reunion earn US$52 million an-

nually from vanilla export. Comoro is
dependent for up to 60 per cent of its
foreign exchange earnings on vanilla.
The product is now being made using
tissue culture at the cost of US$2,200
per kg. Vanilla beans cost US$70.5
per kg. However, new techniques
promise to bring down the price to

US$50 in the next 5-10 years. The
firms involved in vanilla research inelude David Michael (USA) as well as
the

University of Delaware (USA).
Development Strategy

rw^he

capacity of

of the affected
respond to the
problem individually are limited. This
is partly because such responses
would require large stocks of scicntific and technological
knowledge
which can more efficiently be collected by a number of different
countries working together.
Diversifying the food base as a way
of dealing with the effects will
require
access to a wide range of new
crops.
This suggests that the countries in the
region should start working more
closely in the conservation of their
genetic resources. So far the SADCC
-1- countries

countries

any

to

have

launched

such

a

although it is too early to
judge the long-term effectiveness of
programme

the present arrangement.

Technological change in biotechnolis closely linked to biological
diversity, this is the resource base on
ogy

which the

raw

material for various

technologies are drawn. The conservation of genetic diversity has now
moved from the previous ecological
quality concerns and have now acquired technological significance.
Policies on the development of
SAPEM MAY 1988

1
biotechnology must therefore take
into consideration the various techniques for conserving genetic resources.
This issue has acquired renewed in-

following the recent famines
insecurity and
the
widespread deforestation and environmental
degradation in the
region.
terest

and

food

Some of the most advanced industries such as microelectronics and
some of the emerging ones such as

biotechnology have the quality of
being decentralized. This quality
makes it

now

possible to think of lo-

cally-based industrialization strategies
that rely on local materials thus appropriate to the social structure of
African countries.
This development strategy
quire new approaches to

will

re-

regional

can

should be
in which they

governments

thinking of

nologies

new ways
enhance their technological
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Potential for Economic Conflict Within SADCC
Pempelani Mufune
rrVicre

probably cannot be any
African Development
Coordination Conference (SADCC)
without South Africa. This statement is
a truism in two senses: that of
abjuraJL Southern

tion and that of inclusion. In the ab-

juration sense the statement is a
recognition that SADCC is a result of

-

the existence of countries who perceive a "mutuality of interests" whose
essence is an active
antipathy towards
South Africa in its present form.
SADCC at once presupposes the exelusion of an apartheid South Africa.
In the inclusion sense, the statement
alludes to the possibility that SADCC
cannot exist viably without South
Africa (not necessarily an apartheid

one). To be viable SADCC needs the
involvement of South Africa
tenth member. Let us expatiate.
A

as

its

Mutuality of Interests Within
SADCC

/"Ane does not need to be

a

historian

V/or to believe in dependency
theory in order to appreciate the circrucial to the creation of
South Africa as the hegemonic state
in the subcontinent. The manner in
which colonialism was imposed on the
cumstances

region assured South Africa of its
present role. For the region, colonial
penetration had three specific features: it was largely carried out from
South Africa; it was carried out by
such business interests as the British
South Africa (BSA) Company; and
was

carried out in the context of inter-

imperialist rivalries as represented by
Portugal’s, Germany’s and Belgium’s
respective expansion from Mozambique and Angola, Tanganyika, and the
Congo Free state.

12

l^rom the beginning the region
.r linked

to

South Africa

as

the sub-

given that the colonial power
expanding from South Africa-Britain
was the dominant one.
Ostensibly
SADCC was created by Angola,
Botswana, Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambique, Swaziland, Tanz.ania, Zambia
centre

and Zimbabwe around 1979 and 1980

negate this colonial legacy by
neutralizing their economic depend-

to

ency on South Africa.
In a 1980
Lusaka declaration four objectives
were

articulated

SADCC

for

the

which the organization has
succeeded. To this end Green and
extent to

was

grouping.

was to:

(a) coordinate the reduction of dependence on metropolitan powers,
and especially that on South Africa;
(b) Create and operationalize equitable economic integration among

Thompson,

but small, deterpractical steps towards
regional cooperation and reduction of
dependence.
They
report
that
SADCC now has 398 projects costing
US $4.8 billion of which half are
either completed, implemented or
under active negotiation. Stephen
Lewis talks of some success by

SADCC in obtaining Western Aid
and in sponsoring various transporta-

tion, communication, mining and
agricultural projects. The Maseru
Seminar on Another Development for
SADCC Countries, also speaks in
terms of a significant progress by
SADCC in creating political and
economic

structures

Our other view

bers and;

arena.

rphe uniting filament in the four ob-

jectives is a mutuality of interests
converging around a deep abhorrence
of apartheid. SADCC members have
perceived short-term and long-term
interests in breaking with apartheid
South Africa and to this end have
created an organization which is to
mobilize funds, resources, expertise
and effort to affect that break. Most
studies on SADCC have been concerned therefore with

tabulating the

at

im-

on

SADCC starts

by

questioning the "mutuality of interests" among

members which is supposedly captured by an antipathy

towards South Africa. We want to
direct attention on this "mutuality of
interests" in order to challenge the

position that SADCC

(d) be the bargaining unit for securing
financial and technical support from
private and public sources in the in-

aimed

plcmenling declared objectives.

member countries;

(c) be the unit for mustering internal
and external resources important to
affecting national, interstate, and
regional policies useful in reducing
dependence and in establishing
genuine cooperation among mem-

ternational

see many

mined but

as

it is presently

constituted is viable. We

specifically

perceive

a

is

elaboration of these that

number of economic conflict potentials which subvert the alleged mutuality of interest thereby
serving to limit SADCC"s viability. It
to the

we

now turn to.

Potential for Conflict

SADCC members
a:mong
ountries which maintain special
are

a

status with South Africa and therefore
have a need to compete for the maintainance if not enhancement of this

Botswana,
Lesotho
and
(the BLS group) and to a
large extent Malawi (the only African
status.

Swaziland
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country with

ambassadorial relations

with South Africa) are in such a position. The BLS are involved with South
"Africa through the Southern African

(SACU) formed in
replace the 1910 customs
union. Two of these countries Lesotho
and Swaziland are also party to the
Rand Monetary Area formed in 1974.
These arrangements involve financial
benefits to the parties concerned
making for the greater integration of

South African rail routes and

upon

port facilities.
Enhancement of Status

Customs Union

1969 to

their economies.
FTihe

dependence on South
is comparatively greater

BLS

-i- Africa

than that of other SADCC members.

Ajulu and Commack, and Stephen
Lewis adumbrate

on

the extent to

captives of the
For
Botswana about 80% of its imports
pass through South Africa and most
of them are actually from there; about
20% of its electricity is from South
Africa; all of its oil is from South
Africa; over 25,000 of its citizens are
working in South Africa remitting a
sizeable amount back home; and

which the BLS

South

about

are

African

Economy.

of

40%

the

Botswana

government’s revenue derives from
SACU.

By virtue of its geography
is the most

Lesotho

dependent of the BLS

countries. Since it is inside South

Africa, all of Lesotho’s exports and

imports have to pass through South
Africa. A little

over

half of Lesotho’s

population (around 150,000) are
working in South Africa remitting
over half of Lesotho’s Gross National
Product; about 95% of its tourists, investments, trade and electricity are
from South Africa; 70% of the
Lesotho government’s revenue derives
from SACU; and Lesotho gets about
97% of its imports from South Africa.
Swaziland is just a little better than
Lesotho. South Africa buys 20% of
Swaziland exports, provides about
90% of its imports; and about 60% of
the
Swazi government’s revenue
adult

derives from SACU. About 17,000
Swazis work in South Africa sending
around $4.5 million to Swaziland;
about one-third of its electricity
comes from South Africa; and being
land-locked Swaziland heavily relies
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Oouth Africa is very interested in
l3 making the BLS states pliable, for
in that way they act as buffers against
liberation wars and serve as examples
of how it can "peacefully coexist" with
black neighbours. Some actions in the
1980s by the BLS can best be understood in terms of their need to enhance their position with South
Africa. Swaziland’s 1982 secret treaty

aiming at the suppression of the ANC,
its 1985 action establishing a trade
section in Pretoria, its proposed land
deal aiming at border readjustment,
and its
1983 rail line linking
Komatiport (on the South African Mozambique border) to Richards Bay
in
enhancement

in South Africa should be seen
terms

of this

status

Surely Botswana’s signing of the
electricity agreements with ESCOM
(South Africa) does not undermine its
need.

with South Africa. The January
Coup in Lesotho, although due to
South Africa’s blockade, enhanced its
position in South African eyes. So did
the Lesotho highland water project

status

involves
which
damming
the
Mabibamatso and Sengu valleys in
order to divert water to South Africa’s

industrialized areas. Botswana,
Lesotho and Swaziland participate in
the international division of labour
most

through South Africa, as a result they
have few economic and other relations with each other. It is therefore

difficult to cite specific instances of
conflicts between them. However the

prominent thing they shared university of Botswana, Lesotho

most

the

and Swaziland

-

is

no more.

We

are

the reasons for the break up
do not relate to the competition for
South Africa’s favours.
A second area undermining the
not sure

supposed

"mutuality of interests"

within SADCC is the conflict potential between countries in closed

preferential systems with South Africa
(i.e. the Bli and Malawi), those
trying to diminish contacts with South
Africa (probably Mozambique, Zam¬

bia and Zimbabwe), and those with
minimal contaets with South Africa

(notably Angola and Tanzania). As
calls for sanctions against South
Africa mount they are bound to create
a lot of bad blood among SADCC
members. Malevolence may result
from the costs of imposing sanctions.
Countries

which

are

in

closed

preferential systems, like the BLS are
in SACU, are not up to imposing
sanctions. Neither is Malawi with its
ambassador in Pretoria.
Risk of Collaboration

rr^ogether they run the risk of being
A seen aS collaborating with apartheid and betraying the liberation
struggle. Countries like Mozambique,
Zambia and Zimbabwe have

ported
more
as

the

sup-

liberation movements

than the BLS. However in so far

they fault the BLS with collabora-

tion, they are bound to be seen as

hypocritical for they still trade with
South Africa. Angola and Tanzania
have fewer costs in breaking with
apartheid and are hence likely to be
more vocal in calling for sanctions
against South Africa. Some of the well
publicized difficulties between Zambia and Tanzania over Tazara and the
use of the port of Dar-es-Salaam relate to this. Zambia has been seen as

ready to play ball with apartheid
far as it has preferred the
Southern routes and ports. Many of
the problems between Malawi and
Mozambique seem to be rooted in
this situation. The latter has alluded

more

in

so

Malawi’s readiness to aid the MNR
in its efforts to shine up to South
Africa. It is widely believed that

to

Machel, Mugabe and Kaunda’s joint
trip to Malawi in late 1986 was to tell
Banda to shape up or else they were
going to economically blockade
Malawi. Recent armed incursions by
the Malawi Freedom Movement ap-

parently from Tanzania should also be
seen in this light.
Thirdly there is a conflict potential
arising out of similarities in economic
and especially export structures of
SADCC countries. These are more

likely to undermine the supposed
13
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mutuality during times of economic
and during periods of
protectionism in export markets.
difficulties

The

Dangers of Protectionism

lYy^any SADCC countries have sig-

-1-vAnificant mining sectors. According to Theo Malan, mining provides
about 15.2% of Angola’s GDP; 31.6%
of Botswana’s
GDP; 17.0% of
Zambia’s GDP; and about 5.2% of
Zimbabwe’s GDP. Mining is not that

prominent

Zambia’s
GDP
and
26%
Zimbabwe’s GDP. As Thompson

of

has

put it diversity in manufacturing accounts
for different priorities in
economic planning. Zimbabwe, especially, but also Zambia and Swaziland
may want to reduce their imports and
expand their manufacturing sectors.
They may seek to promote their exports and as such may be looking for
regional markets. The problem is that
a
large part of this regional market is
South Africa’s. Specifically the BLS as

members of SACU

quotas in South Africa.

nections

babwean goods effectively compete
with South Africa’s, this close will be

to

South Africa viz AAC,

(RST) and De Beers. These
coordinate
mining, financial and
economic investments of the region,
thus optening up the possibility of
these SADCC countries competing
for investments and technologies from
the three TNCs.

They

also open to selective
blackmail by South Africa in so far as
are

these TNCs have South Africa

as an

important base. Angola is relatively

immune from this because it deals in

petroleum products. Green and
Thompson have decried a lack of
common
investment policy within
SADCC. However this is no accident
but relates to differences of readiness

by different

ruling
giving

groups

SADCC in
political
economic concessions to TNCs

vwthin
and
so as

to prevent them from going to other
countries. Zambia’s recent investment

Act

is, in its generosity, aimed at this.

Some within SADCC, notably the
BLS and Malawi in so far as they are

pro-western try to

improve their posi-

tions with TNCs while

some

like An-

gola and Mozambique, in so far as
they espouse socialism, try to limit

envoked thereby creating bad blood
between the BLS and Zimbabwe.
Tariffs on other SADCC members
and not on South Africa are a source
of trade policy differences because

they lose out if they compete with
South African goods.
Certain countries within SADCC

basically have similar types of exports.
They export livestock (Botswana and
Zimbabwe); sugar (Malawi, Mozambique and Swaziland); tea and coffee
(Malawi, Mozambique and Tanzania); and tobacco (Malawi and
Zimbabwe). The potential for conflict
arises as the countries compete in exporting these over-supplied products
and in attracting TNCs growing these
products. It is in recognition of this
potential for conflict that Zimbabwe
and Botswana have agreed to jointly
market

beef

the

to

EEC.

As

are

im-

and

indebted. Four
countries in SADCC viz Botswana,
Lesotho, Malawi and Tanzania are
listed by the UN as among the 29 least
developed countries of the world. Ac-

cording to Africa Insight figures for
1982 show that foreign debt formed
20.4% of Lesotho’s GNP; 48.8% of
Malawi’s GNP; 32.7% of Tanzania’s

GNP; 66.3% of Zambia’s GNP and
19.1% of Zimbabwe’s GNP.
The World Bank’s Berg Report
statistics reveal substantial dependence of these countries on aid. Official Development Assistance constituted around 15% of the GNP for

Botswana, Lesotho and Swaziland. It
constituted around 12% of the GNP
for Malaw and Tanzania; around 6%
of the GNP for Mozambique and

Zambia, and constituted around 1%
of Angola’s and Zimbabwe’s GNP.
Such dependencies are a carte blanche
for competition for external development resources as

beggars do not love
each other. The competition between
Zambia and Zimbabwe over the

building of veterinary schools, for in-

Botswana

also affords considerable latitude to
donor countries to play SADCC
countries off one another. Thus in the

commission

meat

to

manage sales for both countries. The
other countries in SADCC have not
done so and therefore are still com-

peting for

OADCC countries also have dif-

rrio

quotas.

some

many

of these

Lesotho

citizens;

extent

t3ferent levels of manufacturing
development. Manufacturing accounts for 3% of Angola’s GDP; 6%

A countries depend on labour exports to South Africa. According to
Theo
Malan,
29,169
Botswana

of Botswana’s GDP; 5%

citizens;

14

All the SADCC countries

poverished

Thompson reports they stopped competing for quotas by allowing the

relations with TNCs.

of Lesotho’s
GDP; 11% of Malawi’s GDP; 9% of
Mozambique and Tanzania’s GDP;
20% of Swaziland’s GDP; 18% of

within SADCC and from the international community. The conflict potentials in their being seen by Zambia,
Tanzania and Angola (countries with
few citizens in South Africa) as col-

right

are denied the
to enter trade agreements
without South Africa’s consent. They
also do not impose Tariffs on Imports
from South Africa. To the extent Zim-

AMAX

remittances from migrants
figure prominently in the accounts of
these countries. Yet they face pressure
for disengagement from both
cause

laborating with apartheid. There is
also the possibility of labour exporters
competing to increase their labour

in the other SADCC
Botswana, Zambia and
Zimbabwe especially are in pxttential
conflict over mining. This is because
their mines are run by TNCs with concountries.

of these countries caimot afford to cut
off labour exports to South Africa be-

150,422

30,602 Malawians; 59,391 Mozambicans; 13,418 Swazis and 16,%5 Zimbabweans work in South Africa. Many

stance, relates to this. The situation

Sorghum-Millet project to SADCC
financed by the USA there was a
clause excluding the "communists"
Angola, Mozambique and Tanzania
from benefiting.
Concluding Remarks
In the inclusion sense of the statement, "SADCC cannot exist without
South Africa" what is being conveyed
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is that South Africa is deeply implicated in SADCC. Most of the potential economic conflict in SADCC we
have so far alluded to relates to the

question of South Africa. While
SADCC

exists because of

an

an-

tipathy towards South Africa, the
mutuality of interests underlying this
hostility is undermined by the very
presence of South Africa. SADCC
cannot escape the question - what is

be done about South Africa?
Seretse Khama’s view that, it is not our
to

(SADCC) objective to plot against
anybody or any country (South Africa,)
but on the contrary to lay the foundation for the development of a new
economic order in Southern Africa and
force a United Community is both untenable and a day dream.
As SADCC exists now South Africa
is its undeclared tenth member. The
choice before SADCC is one of
whether South Africa’s membership
should continue in this manner or in

altered form. In my view, if
SADCC is to realize its stated objectives it must plot against South Africa.
an

suggest SADCC be an extension of
the Frontline States in the service of

I

liberation, for

a

truly nonracial South

Africa is necessary if regional Integration and a new economic order in

Southern Africa is to be founded.
Otherwise
SADCC
with always
remain a limited organization with
limited strategics.

Oo far SADCC

has focused

on

those
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DEBATE ON INTELLECTUALS CONTINUES

A Comment On The Intellectual and The State
J. M. Moitse
Anyang’ Nyong’o made an interesting contribution to SAPEM (No.5)

As the state became the

which has solicited this comment. I
shall attempt a summary of his thesis
for the benefit of those who may not
have seen this particular issue of the

publication. As for the publication itself, it certainly is a welcome forum
for the SADDC region and it
certainly
speaks for itself. We have seen very
promising publications in East Africa
before, which disappeared with the
flux of time and we only
pray that

SAPEM should not suffer the

the restless

death of the intellectuals and critical
dissenters who have been dealt with

viciously by the state machinery.

Prisons are swollen with dissidents
and the basic freedoms that inspired
the independence struggle disappear

by

Indeed it can be said of
Africa, that we are in a state
of equilibrium at the trough of underdevelopment with a terrible human
rights record. With this process has
disappeared the intelligentsia, as it
struggles to stretch its imagination to
justify repression in order to survive.
Anyang’ Nyong’o says:

16

one.

masses.

precarious livelihood threatened by
harassment

and

arrests.

Food

suf-

ficiency in the basic grains and cereals
still eludes us. Numerous dams that
have been constructed by the soil conservation unit are not being used for

irrigation

purposes. Land utilization
and distribution has not been streamlined to ensure maximum output

using

modern methods. We have not been
able to extricate ourselves from ob-

There is nothing worse, for a Third
World country, than for socialism

solete feudal structures that have
served their purpose of a communally
centred economy with cattle as the
store of wealth.

same

Nyong’o’s thesis is best
as
follows: pre-independence struggles in Africa engaged
the energies of all intellectuals, labour
unions, mass organisations, peasant
associations, and church leaders with
a structure of
leadership that was
democratically elected by the participating people. The post-independence era saw the demobilisation
of the mass and their politicisation in
the name of developmentalism. And
now the
people have neither development nor the freedoms which
inspired
this struggle for independence.
We
see
instead
a
post-independence reaction that has caused the

one

for

Criticism in this milieu became sedition. The author proceeds:

fate. Anyang’
summarised

most of

arena

private accumulation, politics became a
specific "job ff'oup” for
power holders, one that they had to
defend even by the gun were their
positions to be challenged by certain rival elites their positions to be
challenged by certain rival elites or

to be imposed on
society by dietatorial methods, i.e. without any
kind of democratic debate; without

deep intellectual understanding the part of the leadership - what

a

on

it

means

and what

use

socialism is

to

society in terms of advancing
not
retarding the productive
capacity of society. In Africa,
however, ideologies have served to
conserve the
staying in power of incumbents rather than the advanc-

ing of the productive capacity of
society.

In

short, the internal struggle has

been about the
ency on

deepening of depend-

South Africa in particular, the

mounting of our international indebtedness, an investment programme by
our state
supported agencies which

has increased our national debt via
subsidies to industries which have

finally found a home in South Africa
or its homelands, and a none existent
tourist industry whilst the developed
infrastructure haunts us threateningly

like a white elephant. In the meantime
have a deeply divided nation with a
terrible human rights programme and

we

Wf^ can draw interesting parallels
T

f

from

Twenty

Lesotho’s

experience.

after independence we
yet been able to resolve

years

have not as
the constitutional crises. We do not
have a single senior counsel in our

judiciary. Laws governing Basotho are
only available in English even though
the language of the people is
officially
recognised. We do not have a single
daily paper and proceed to watch
South Africa subjecting us to a barrage of heavily censored news with a
painful resignation. The journalists
have become the villains in our society
and they continue to survive on a

a

continuing

constitutional

crisis

whose end is nowhere in sight; whilst
the local petit bourgoisie is seething
with anger at the wholesale alienation

of petty trading to foreigners and
those foreigners who seem particularly well-endowed to work their way
around immigration controls.

Accountability
Tt has been stated before that
any

-i-state

that does not have a publicly
debated budget and a routine publicly
declared audit report scrutinised by
its citizenship can not be accountable.
SAPEM MAY 1988
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LONRHO, PART OF THE STRENGTH
OF ZIMBABWE
Lonrho's great

strength lies in its ability to

create‘much needed foreign

exchange, notably through exports but also by way of import substitutions.
The diversity of its many activities enable Lonrho to make a maior impact on
Zimbabwe's economy.

Among the most

prominent of Lonrho's currency earners are:*

MINING IN ZIMBABWE
Lonrho
investment

produces over one third of the

enables the Company to

Nation's gold,and constant

look forward to increased output

in the

future.

THE WATTLE
ZSll million

COMPANY LIMITED

exports

of wattle extract and

LONRHO RANCHING
58 000

prime cattle on six

ranches

coffee.

OPERATIONS

helping the C.S.C.’s beef export drive.

DAVID WHITEHEAD TEXTILES LTD.
Exported over Z$16 million worth of products in 1987.

LONRHO MOTOR INDUSTRIES LTD.
commercial vehicles and agricultural tractors. Manufacturers
vehicle components and parts.

Assemblers of

Our

purpose ~

self sufficienc:y in

of

Zimbabwe throu^ development and

improved technology.

LC»MRHO
PART OF THL STRENGTH
OF ZIMBABWE

LINTAS; WORLDWIDE 8062

ZIMBABWE NEWSPAPERS
P.O. BOX 396. HARARI, ZIMBABWE

[1980] LTD,

TELIRHONE 79S77I, TELEX 2274 ZW

The

Largest Newspaper group in
the S.A.D.C.C. and P.TJt. regions.
Publishers of Zimbabwe’s

Leading and most inftuontial
Newspapers
HARARE
/

The Herald
The

i

Sunday Mail

K wayedia / U m thunywa

CASH SNAG

BULAWAYO
1

The Chronicle

The Sunday News
.«

MUTARE

.

-

The Manica Post

ridTPRINT
BoldAds
liutic nal Prmnr*q qnd PocKoofna

OIRECTORS

D. M. Sadia
C. W,

(FORMERLY MAROONS)

P.O. Box 83 SOUTHERTON Phoiw 67671 Taks
201» ZW
SpMijIii». I> all atpacH of Wfh quality

Packagiaq: including
Nawapapaci, Sacurlty

Printlnf

Magaiinai,

Printing

IducaNonal

(Itamg.

S

and

Baoki,

Chaquaal

P.O. B« 1027 HARARI PKona 705199 Tal» 4092 ZW
of tko oHkiol Zimbabwe Talo^ene and Talox
Dboctorloa, Calandart, PlartOB, Trado Diroctofwt
Maps

(Chairman), E. T. Rusike (Managing). F. C. Capon, P. T, Ellis.
McNaughf, H. P, Mkushi. P. $. Capal. D. T. Midzi, D. A. Rae

These

are some

of the factors leading

the lethargy of the community. The
people adopt, out of necessity, the
role of spectators and expect the omnipotent state to do everything. Aid
donors, by insisting on channelling dd
through the state, have deepened this
dependence.
Anyang’ Nyong’o further points out;
to

Yet rather rapidly, and as if the
African states were competing to
outdo each other in the art of
political demobilisation, the role of
the popular masses in politics

started to dwindle; with them went
the articulate intelligentsia which

espoused their cause. As the political arena shrank, so did the institutions of democratic accountability
also fall into disuse, and their intellectual leaders equally become irrelevant to the politics of control.
Without institutionalised account-

ability systems, public officers
found it increasingly easy to misuse
public offices and resources, quite

often undemiining the very fiscal
basis of the state itself.

well ask where are our
novelists, our
satirists, our playwrights, our village
dramatists, our cartoonists, our musical heroes and our praise-singers? Or
are we compelled to admit that our
cultural
heritage
is exclusively
developed on the mines of South
Africa by the traditional elite?
We may very

clowns,

our

poets, our

If it is true that without a

revolution-

theory there can be no revolution,
equally true that without a
development theory there can be no
development? Whatever objective we
set for ourselves as a nation we need
the intellectual to creatively bring into
existence the underlying theory. It is
in this light that we view the social investment of our educational institutions, especially our university.
ary

is it not

Exploitation Without Moral
Responsibility

an intellectual. Society invests
in the development of its intellectuals than in any other area. The

to

build

more

growth of powerful multinationals that
dominate the world scene are the
fruits of intellectual effort and continue to baffle the imagination of nation states as they have become the
state wthin the state. Researchers
produce models, designs and unheard
of structures using the totality of
human experience in the fields of
science, art and technology. The very
apartheid system that has become an
international problem has been underpinned by a collossal mental effort.
It has drawn from the race theories of
the colonial period, the Ruskins, the
Cecil Rhodes, Biblical excerpts, the
Judaic concept of a chosen people,
the Nietzsche philosophy of the superman, the origin of species with its survival of species and the main engine of
capital - man’s greed; and as many of
our Christian leaders now proclaim the active participation of the devil.
Yet it also remains the product

of

years of hard work of the Afrikaner
broederbond in its relentless pursuit of
the exploitation of man by man for the

of the breeders. It is unquestionably the best system the west
has given to Africa, namely exploita-

greater glory

tion without moral responsibility.
Others will call it a mortal sin.
Advocate Slovo once explained that
Buthelezi is not just a puppet but an
intellectual waverer. This to me high-

lights serious contradictions
resolved

of an

un-

feudal structure that has

provided him with a base from which
he can express his incomplete mental

revolution. His relative hold on power

goads him to advocate, at best, a
bourgois democracy. To him a neocolonialist state with a life presidency
may have an irresistable lure. In
characteristic fashion the Inkatha is
being schooled in the politics of control, hence the bloodshed.
r¥^he greatness of the Freedom
-1- Charter lies in its ability to accommodate the Buthelezis, the white

against excessive militarism

liberals, the petit bourgoisie, the black
conscious, the marxists and occasionally P.W. Botha himself when a

said, it is easier to build a soldier than

vcrligte mood propels him to have an

liver Tambo of the National Con-

V^gress of South Africa warning
cadres
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tea with "Mangope the
good". The Charter provides a home
for all those seeking a broad
nationalism towards the creation of a
new nation, carrying within its womb
the inevitable class struggle. P.W.
Botha’s constipation is not imaginary,
it is not psychosomatic, it is real. It is a

afternoon

reaction to

an

effective antidote to

apartheid. His hysteria emanates from
a consciousness which perceives even
a modicum of reform as a crack in the
dyke for a broad nationalism that will
destroy
the
laager-incubated
nationalism of the Boers.

T>otha and Buthelezi are fighting for

-Da

South African hegemony

under

their respective tribes. The A.W.B. on
the right and the U.D.F. on the left
have taught both men that their

respective constituencies are on shifting ground and that the future of
South Africa holds no brief for an exelusive nationalism and if anything the
natives will sooner sing the international. This is not a painless process as
the blacks continue to pay heavily for
the insecurity of the Herrenvolk.
The violence of apartheid is no

longer contained within the nation
state. It manifests itself in a hot war in
Angola and Mocambique and in the
subversion of any progressive state on
its borders. The case of Lesotho is sin-

gularly sad and is demonstrative of the
extreme
length South Africa is
prepared to go in pursuit of its
hegemony in the region. One hundred
years of resistance to incorporation
was negated by a simple technique of
economic sanctions, the annexation of
the leadership of the paramilitary
force, and the internationalisation of

against alleged African
cadres. We did not
have to sign the Nkomati Accord, we
were just ordered to implement it
without questions asked.
programmes

National Congress

this light South Africa acknow
-i-lodged the inadequacies of a comprador bureaucratic class and showed

Tn

its real face. It was done

with the

crudeness that startled the worjd into

paralysis. This deed has relegated
political process into something
resembling a timid liberation struggle,

a

the
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the attached press

release of the
Big Five so eloquently attests. It is the
irony of our political reality that the
so-called Big Five with occupies the
right of the political spectrum in the
kingdom should be heading for a colas

lision with their mentors.
Timid Liberation

l^owhere

Struggle

Press Statement By The Big Five,
Maseru April20,1988

of the BIG nVE hail the High
Court decision which declared null
and void the state of emergency that
had been declared by the Military
Council.
It is surprising that Radio Lesotho
and
the
two
government

great, smile in his grave.

Internally,
however, he was inhibited by the
politics of control that have been the
bane of so many of his colleagues in
Africa. One fact forcibly implanted on
Basotho is that there is a correlation
between the suspension of their
democratic constitution in 1970 and
the arbitrary murders of dissenters
since then. They are demanding it as a
condition for peace.
The Agenda of the Military Junta is
a
Pretoria Agenda and now the

people

are

l^ing visited by

the

violence of apartheid. Incorporation
has been achieved without a shot

being fired. Yet the people have
ceased to be bewildered. They are
now
talking the language of resistance.

stock of the toll the nullified state of
emergency had taken in human lives

before

provides irrefutable evidence that
these news media that are financed
out of public funds are used
solely
for the propaganda of the Military
Council.
The High Court decision reflects the
.

independence of the Judiciary and
highlights the triumph of the rule of
law.
It

provides the opening of Pandora’s
on the
question of identif^ng
multiple human rights violations
under the Military Rule, and it is an
open
sesame
to
regaining
tx)x

democratic rule under the 1966 In-

dependence Constitution.
We salute the Law Society and commend them for their
prodigy of skill
and expertise in
defending the
rights of the people before the
Court of Law.
The whole nation is

being halted by the High

Court decision.
We call upon the

newspapers, "Lesotho Today" and
"Lentsoe la Basotho" never carried
a
report on this historic court
decision to inform the public. This

was the role of intellec-

mastery that made Moshoeshoe the

the human rights organisation, Amnesty International
to come to Lesotho
urgently to take

We, the undersigned representatives

i vtuals made clearer than in the
evolution of Jonathan’s foreign policy.
The old fellow handled it with a

We call upon

Organisation of
Unity (OAU), and the
Commonwealth, particualarly its
principal member countries, namely
the United
Kingdom, Canada,
Australia, New Zealand, Nigeria,
African

Kenya, Zambia and Zimbabwe and
Secretary General himself, Mr.
Ramphal, and last but not least, we
appeal to the government of the
Republic of South Africa who are
reputed to be rendering economic
the

development to Lesotho on the
Highland Water Project, and
military technical assistance that involves among other things the construction of a military hospital in the
country, all and each to condemn
this prima facie case of repressive
authoritarian military dictatorship
and put diplomatic pressure on the
Military Council to return the
country to civilian rule forthwith
before

they do irreparable harm.
Signed:
S. Motlamelle
S. H.Mapheleba
C.D. Mofeli

A.C.

proud of them.

A.S.

Manyeli
Nqojane

Happy Anniversary!
The SAPEM Editorial Team
wishes to

Congratulate

The OAU
on

its

Silver Jubilee
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BEHIND THE NEWS

Angola Blows the Myth of South
African Military Invincibility
f

Godwin Matatu

Africans to do

yust across the river Cuito, some five
J kilometres east of the small town of
Cuito Cuanavale in
eastern

Angola’s south

province of Cuando Cubango,

three giant tanks lie uncomfortably in
the Angolan bush. Painted in the
brown livery of the South African

the British-made Centurion
tanks, modified by the South Africans
and renamed "Oliphant", are the best
army,

in the state-of-art in South African
- replete with laser targuide systems, computers and, for
the comfort of their operators, air
conditioning. Their huge nozzles are
menacingly pointed towards Cuito

tank weaponry

get

Cuanavale.
Elsewhere around the bush is more
detritus of battle: abandoned Panhard
armoured cars, Casspir personnel carriers and, incongruous in the deep

Angolan bush, empty cartons of the
South African army’s dry rations and
cans of beer. A few bodies lie in the
sand, exuding putrid smells, apparently run over by trucks or tanks. All
around, the Angolan guides tell us,
are mines of all sorts - from anti-per-

so

and the increasing

ability of the Angolan army to stem
the advance of South African military
aggression in Southern Angola. The
scene itself, almost in every particular,
is also a statement that the age-old
myth of South African military invincibility in South Africa is just what it is
a myth.
In the spray of conventional battles
in Southern Angola, singularly and
uniquely, the armed forces of an
African country are locked in sustained combat against the heavily
armed South African expeditionary
forces despatched to destabilize Angola. South Africa’s bragadoccio that
the scope of its sphere in Africa extends as far as the equator is being
reduced to mere sabre rattling.
December
Since
1988,Cuito
Cuanavale has been the eye in the
cyclone of the perennial conflict in
Southern Angola. The South Africans,
assisted by their surrogates
of
-

DrJonas

Savimbi’s

rebel

UNITA

been making several
attempts to capture the small town.

movement, have

Myth of South African Invincibility

settlement, Cuito
Cuanavale expanded from being a
hunting lodge to an important military
encampment used by the Portuguese
army in their colonial war against
patriots of the MPLA fighting them in
eastern Angola.

Ouch was the scene after South
13 Africa’s fourth attempt to take the
strategic town of Cuito Cuanavale.
Such, also, was the definition of the
consistent failure
of the South

Salisbury-Lisbon axis, the South
Africans helped build the airfield in
the town and used it extensively, linking it with other military airfields in
northern
Namibia
Ondangwa,

sonnel to anti-tank. Units of FAPLA,
the Angolan army, are dug in trenches
around the area, guarding the

destroyed booty.
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Once

a

pretty

The South Africans know the area
well. In the old days of the Pretoria-

Rundu,

Oshakati,
Ruacana

-

Grootfontein,

and Katima Mulilo on the

Caprivi Strip.
Fiercest Battle in Southern Africa

rrihe current South African offensive

A

major offensive
against UNITA and South African
came

after

a

of
last year. In August
1987, in a carefully planned operation,
12 FAPLA battalions with highly

forces in the far eastern corner

Cuando Cubango

sophisticated

conventional armour

made a bold bid to dislodge Savimbi
from his bush headquarters at Jamba
in the far south eastern corner of An-

the Capriva strip. However,
they needed to take the town
of Mavinga, which is the operational
headquarters of the South Africans
and UNITA in Cuando Cubango. As

gola
to

near

do so,

the outskirts of Mavinga on the northern
banks of the river Lomba, they were
the FAPLA forces were on

stopped.
In what FAPLA chief of staff. Col.
Antonio dos Santos Franca "Ndalu",
describes as one of the fiercest battles
ever

fought in Southern Africa, the

South Africans reacted swiftly and by
South
Africans
The
surprise.

deployed massive airpower, artillery
and an estimated infantry force of
4,000 supported by an indeterminate
number of UNITA guerillas and virtually made it impossible to advance.
FAPLA was forced to retreat, leaving
hundred of their own dead and
substantial amounts of war materiel.
The South Africans lost 21 planes and

over a
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scores

of dead

as

well.

The

facility of FAPLA’s advance on
Mavinga greatly disturbed the minds
of the South African military com-

manders as well as Jonas Savimbi’s.
Two things were now clear. Jamba,
Savimbi’s headquarters, was not the

impregnable fortress they thought it
was;

and

a

determined FAPLA

as-

sault could take it any time. Second,
UNTTA’s guerillas, many of them
young
boys
Savimbi’s army,
match for the

professional

press-ganged
into
were certainly no
highly trained and
FAPLA. Before the

South African intervention on the
banks over the Lomba river most of
them just fled at the din of FAPLA’s

gunfire. More important, the

com-

bination of the two factors meant that
South Africa’s foothold in southern

Angola was, worse, no longer assured
and, worst, in serious danger of being
dislodged altogether.

port. More important, the Cubans fly
deadly sorties against South African
positions in MG 21 and 23s from
Menongue and Lubango further west
The South African expeditionary forces who, in the words of one
Angolan
officer, used to come to Angola
before "just like tourists", now have to
think twice in the face of FAPLA’s
most important element that militates against them is
that they have now lost cur superiority
in southern Angola. No
helicopter

almost

quarter of Angolan territory, the South Africans have helped
one

build FAPLA into a formidable battie-tested
force.
Without
South
African intervention, it is doubtful
whether the government in Luanda
would have been investing nearly 65%
of its national revenue in building an

firepower. The

army. Because of South Africa’s aggressive actions in the country. Angola can now boast one of the largest
and
most
sophisticated fighting

gunships have been used by the South
Africans for a long time now and, with
over forty
Mirage and Impala jet
fighters shot down in three months,
they are reticent to deploy their
fighter aircraft. When they have done
so, as when they bombed a SWAPO
camp near Lubango in February, it is
with the help of Israeli technicians

machines in the sub-continent.
Another factor is that the latest
South African intervention surround-

ing the offensive on Cuito Cuanavale
definitively transformed the na-

has

ture

of the armed conflict in southern

Angola. Hitherto, it has been mostly
hit and

run

tween

the

1

attacks and skirmishes be-

government

TANZANIA

TS
A

r«

South African Army

forces and

Repulsed

iyi|'eanwhile, FAPLA had set up the

■l-▼-l•frontline of defence around
Cuito Cuanavale. The South Africans
still feared that there would be
another attempt on Mavinga and
decided to go for the town. They were

rALAWI

ANGOLA

LUMfes'

repulsed in their first attack, as in the
next three. They then retreated to
positions some forty five kilometres
towards Mavinga from where, at the
be^nning of January, they began
shelling the small town with G5 and
G6 mobile and long-range artillery
batteries. Dozens of 155mm shells fell
on Cuito Cuanavale each
day and in
three months over 20,000 shells rained
on the town.
The South Africans have also been

constantly reinforcing their forces
from bases in Northern Namibia as
well as bringing in fresh supplies. The

Angolans,

on

including anti-aircraft batteries, missiles, rockets and tanks. The

weapons,

increased manpower was bolstered by

injection of Cuban internationalist
man radar equipment,
sophisticated communications and
provide invaluable rear logistic supan

forces who
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who know, from their experiences in
the Middle East, of devices to escape
radar. But that is not entirely

foolproof. In short. South Africa has
lost the air war in Angola.
FAPLA

their part, have fortified

themselves and re-equipped themselves
with an array of formidable

ZAMBIA

Developing With the War

"YT’et,
on another level, FAPLA’s
A
gains in the conflict in Angola

have not been

garnered without vital

South African help. By supporting the
UNITA rebels actively and launching
massive incursions into Angola -

Operations Protea and Askari in 1981
respectively and occupying

and 1983

TROWC OF CAHUCORN

UNITA

guerillas with the

constant

support of South African special for-

such as 32 Battalion or Buffalo
Battalion operating from Rundu and
the Caprivi. The Buffalo Battalion
ces

comprises units from the defeated
Angolan movement, FNLA, exRhodesian personnel who served in
the notorious Selous Scouts unit and
the SAS, as well as an assortment of
mercenaries. This made FAPLA’s
task immensely difficult.
Conventional War?

l^ow the full frontal attacks by the

J T South Africans have transformed
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fully fledged conventional campaign. Where before there
were no battle lines, one now talks of

the

war

into

a

various defence lines. Heavy armour,

long
been

artillery and tanks have
deployed for the first time with

range

actual aerial battles and not air strikes
as before. In this way, the protagonists
are
now well
defined: the South
Africans on the one hand and the An-

golans on the other. Pretoria can no
longer hide behind the fiction that it is
UNITA which is fighting in Angola.
The developments of the past few
months have even forced General
Magnus Malan, the South African
Defence Minister, to admit publicly
that South African troops are in Angola. Although they have not disclosed the full extent of South African
casualties on the battlefield, the losses
have been substantial. The real
casualty figures are further glossed
over
by the fact that the South
Africans do not count the number of

personnel from the largely conscripted and South African-controlled

black

"South West Africa Territorial

Force"

mercenary forces are
counted. It is now known the
South Africans are placing the
Namibians and UNITA in the front

(SWATF) and
not

while they follow from the rear.
The discernible military objectives
of the present campaign, apart from

general military destabilization of Angola, appear to be to secure a supply
route for UNITA bands fighting further north in Angola. The capture of
Cuito Cuanavale would secure a line
running from the Namibian border to
the central provinces of Nuambo and
Bie. The South Africans and UNITA

captured the rail town of Munhango,
the Benguela

Savimbi’s birthplace, on

railway line. With Munhango

fully

Jeremiah Chitunda

as

Prime Minister

supplied and the Benguela Une cut,
the garrison town of Luena further

and Major-General Pedro Chingunji
as Minister of Foreign Affairs. The

east

move,

would be isolated and fall like a

plum into the South African UNITA’s
hands. It was part of this strategy, led
by South African frogmen and Israelimade drones, to destroy the important
railway bridge across the river Cuanza.

At present, Munhango is supplied
throu^ the 2Laire base of Kamina

which was recently renovated by the
Americans and two other smaller
bases further north. There have also
been direct air drops by Hercules

transport aircraft especially around
Quirima in the Bie province where

was
was

which many observers believed
inspired by the South Africans,
made to legitimise and press fur-

ther UNITA’s claims for representation at the negotiating table. A
few weeks later, UNITA announced
that it had discovered several rich
diamond deposits in the area it controls and was going to exploit them.
South Africans are beUeved to be

providing the machinery and personnel for the mining of the diamonds.
For this, they also needed the cover of
legitimacy - "the Free State of Angola".

there are large UNITA bands who
then ferry material down the short
distance to Munhango.

Battle For Cuito

Cuanavale

ile the FAPLA forces remain

Political Considerations: The US
Initiative

are also political considera-I- tions. South Africa has insisted in

rphere

diplomacy initiated by the US Assistant Secretary of State, that UNITA
and Savimbi must be included in any
peace

negotiations. This, the An-

golans refuse to countenance, saying
any talks should be between themselves, SWAPO, the Namibian liberation
movement

and the South Africans.

Clearly the South Africans would like

much territory for
possible so that the rebel
movement could be in a position of
strength to demand a chair on the
negotiating table.
Along with the military effort in
southern Angola, UNITA declared
"the Free State of Angola" and Savimbi
formed
a
government with

to

garner
UNITA as

as

w:undaunted

and ready to

defend

the South Africans
appear determined to capture it. It is
known that more South African

Cuito Cuanavale,

troops

are

massed

in

northern

Namibia, waiting for the dry season to
launch

a

massive infantry attack. Seen

from the ground, they can only capture the small town at a terrible cost
in human lives. Some military analysts
say they have to lose a minimum of
five hundred men if they are to cap-

Cuito Cuanavale.
Pretoria be politically in a

ture

pay

But

can

position to

such a high price?

its ramparts, bombed and
pock-marked buildings and the thud
With

of tanks and armoured vehicles, Cuito
Cuanavale is referred to by the An-

golans

as

"our Stalingrad". Perhaps it

is more accurate to describe it as
"South Africa’s Dien Bien Phu".

SOUTHERN AFRICAN
POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC MONTHLY
READ THE

SAPEM MAY 1988

21

SHARPVILLE SIX: Which Way Will the Scales
of Justice Tip?
Rizu Hamid

/^ver the

V-/South

years, many people in

Africa have felt anger and
frustration at the outcome of political
trials.
But
few have
expressed

surprise. To do so, would be to bestow
independence,
credibility
and
legitimacy on a judicial system which
is an integral part of the
Apartheid
system. To expect anything less than

between five to fifteen years or even
life for activists
charged under the
State of Emergency or the Internal

Security Act would be naive. The law
in South Africa is there to defend the

existing status
hard

on

quo

and

come

down

those who oppose

it. That is
why organisations within the liberation movement have

not

tried

to ex-

pend too much energy challenging
convictions once they have passed the
appeal stage.
But there have been some
exceptions. The most recent being the case
of Theresa Ramashamola,
Mojalefa

Sefatsa, Reid Mokoena, Oupa Diniso
and Francis Mokhesi, better known as
the "Sharpville Sue". Never before has
the threat to

lives united so many
and unleashed such intensive
sue

people
campaigns for clemency. Despite the
State of Emergency, trade unions

have called for stayaways, students
have boycotted classes and com-

munity groups have held services and
meetings. Internationally, support
groups have handed in petitions of
protest to the South African embassies and even well known
sym-

pathisers of the regime, such as
Reagan, Thatcher and Khol, have
condemned the judgement and have
appealed - directly or indirectly - to

President P.W. Botha to commute the
sentence. The 1983 Constitution Act
of South Africa states in Section
6(3)
(d) that, the State President is at liber¬
22

ty to pardon

or

reprieve offenders,

either unconditionally or
subject to
such conditions as he
may deem fit,
and to remit any fines,
penalties or

forfeitures.

Common

Purpose

Oome people may ask
why the lives
t3of the Sharpville Sue have been
singled out when there are almost fifty
other blacks awaiting execution for
"political motivated" killings? Surely
they are all innocent, if we acknowledge the illegitimacy of the South
African regime and its judicial
systern? Of course they are and efforts

should be made to save their lives. But
the case of the Sharpville Six is one of
the most contentious in South African

history. It involves a controversial
legal doctrine - "common purpose".
The Six

were

sentenced to death for

murdering a Lekoa town councillor,
Khuzwayo Jacob Dlamini, in 1984.
Only they did not kill him and the
state

prosecutors did not have

prove

that the Six had

connection

with

any

to

physical

Dlamini’s

death.
They simply had to show that the Six
had common purpose with the crowd
that stoned and burnt him.
The trial was a traversty. In South

Africa,

state witnesses are difficult to
find in political trials. Two were even-

tually found
Mabuti. Both

-

Joseph Manete and

held in police custody. That in itself made their
evidence wholly unreliable. On top of
that, there were glaring discrepancies
in their evidence, both between the
two of them and with the
only other
witness, Dlamini’s wife. By contrast
were

the defendants and the witnesses
called by them were consistent and
impressive. At least two of the ac¬

cused gave convincing alibis that
far from the scene.

were

they

During the trial Manete accused
Khumalo and Mokhesi of
throwing
petrol bombs and taking part in
Dlamini’s murder. But he told his
lawyer that police had assaulted him
and forced him
falsely to incriminate

the two accused. The
judge, ironically
called Judge Human, refused to allow
Manete’s contradictory statement to
be introduced or cross-examined because it was made to his
lawyer and so

privileged information. He stuck
this decision despite clear preccdents for overriding the
privilege in a
case of serious crime.
was

to

Perversion of Justice
ut

the most blatant

Bjustice

was to

perversion of
apply the "common

purpose" theory to convict as murderers those whose only involvement
was to be present at the scene - a

ruling

upheld

by

the

Appellate

Division. Even after this, the death

penalty was not necessary. Had he
wished. Judge Human could have
held the abscence of proved direct involvement to be "extenuating circumstance" thus exempting them from
the death penalty.
This did happen. The Six were convicted and have spent the last three
and half years in jail. Then, this
year
at

the eleventh hour

day before the six

on

March 17

-

a

hang - Justice Human granted an application
by
the defence lawyers to delay the exwere to

ecutions for a month
evidence was examined.
sworn

statement

while new
This was a

by Manete that he

had committed perjury by
giving false
evidence due to police harassment.

Sighs of relief and cries of joy

were
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who had been
fighting against the executions. But
the despite the euphoria, the realisa-

unleashed by everyone

tion that the Six had not been pardoned or acquitted, was evident in
calls for stepped up action. Inherent
in this was the belief that internal
pressure coupled with external pressure had influenced the latest outcome. Even though Botha refused to
exercise his powers of reprieve, many
believe he consented to the judge’s
decision. There are both domestic and

international reasons why
would have preferred the stay
ecution to be a legal decision

Botha

of exrather

than

a political one.
Had Botha surrendered to international pressure he would not only have
come under fire from White Conservatives inside the country but also
from his friends in government
abroad. How embarrassing it would
be for the Reagan’s, Thatcher’s and
Khol’s of this world if Pretoria were
seen to bow to international pressure.
This would give more weight to the ar-

for economic sanctions something neither South Africa nor

gument

her friends want.

wanting to assert
authority over the black community, the Botha regime was glad of
the judge’s decision mostly because of
However, despite

its

the wrath it would have felt from the
African masses. The hangings were to
take place three days before the an-

/^nc of Botha’s main internal
V-/ preoccupation was to fend off any
political points the right wing might
gain from the situation. He wanted to
show the white electorate that blacks

opposing the system would be dealt
with accordingly by the law. If they are
not, he can always blame the law. As
far as the black community is concerned, Botha wanted to play a two
card trick. The Sharpville Six are
being used as examples of how people
involved in killing collaborators will
be dealt with. The Six were arrested in
1984 during the Vaal Triangle political uprisings against rent increases,
state collaborators and corruption.
The uprisings and killing of black
lackeys spread to the rest of the
country. At present dozens of people
are either awaiting trial or are on trial
in connection with the national uprisings. Some are charged with treason.
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can grant a reprieve. Only last
month, he intervened to halt another

that

trial of sue South African army officers
accused of murdering Mr. Immanuel
a veteran SWAPO activist, in
Windhoek’s Katatura township. But

niversary of the 1960 Sharpville massacre, when 69 people protesting

Shifidi,

against the notorious pass laws were
shot dead by police and scores were
injured. If the hangings had gone
ahead as scheduled, it would have
turned the anniversary into a double
protest, inevitably resulting in a
bloodbath. Feelings were already running dangerously high in the
townships and police reinforcements

then, they are his kith and kin.

had been sent in. State of

Emergency

not, people would have confronted
the security forces had the Six been

or

hanged.
Call for Retrial

lyrext month,

(June), Judge Human

i xwill disclose his decision on the

Sharpville Six’s application for their
trial
to
reopened. Government
prosecutors

Botha’s Trick

Tf that is the case, Botha holds their
Afate in his hands. He is the only one

opposed the application.

Submissions from both sides are being
considered
by the Judge. Many
believe a retrial will be granted to
Khumalo and Mokhesi because of the
reasonable doubt raised by perjury.
The right thing would be for all of
them to get a retrial, because if one

part of the state’s case was concocted,
then other parts most certainly could
have been. But if Judge Human’s
comments are anything to go by, then
there is room for concern. He
referred to suggestions in the press
that the Sbe were
the crowd doing

"merely standing in

nothing at all" and

dismissed them as "absolutely nonsense". He also made it clear that

granting stays of execution had nothing to do with the disputed doctrine of
"common purpose" suggesting those
members of the Six whose convictions
are

not

directly affected by the dis-

credited witness’s evidence still face
the threat of the gallows.

Blacks

death row are not! Bot'ia’s intervention will depend on who he has upon

permost in his

mind - the international

community, the white community in-

ternally or the black community. Internationally, he knows his friends’
bark and bites are toothless. But if the
Six hang, opponents of Botha’s friends
will lobby them harder to impose

sanctions. Since the

Right has been

ground and elections
are coming up in October, the white
community will feature high on his list

gaining

more

of considerations. Blacks do enter the
scene because he knows hell could
break loose. But with the renewal of
the State of

Emergency, the forces

could deal with any backlash, at least
until after the Nationalist have
secured their position at the elections.

they can turn their attention to
"placating" blacks and continuing on
the path of "reform".
Then

If that is what Botha has in mind
then he better watch out. Time is run-

ning out and he is going to feel the

backlash. But without knowing for
sure what is going on in Botha’s mind,
those fighting on behalf of the

Sharpville Six and against the racist
settler colonial regime should expect
the worse. Only then will the campaign and struggle intensify. The
Sharpville Six must not die. If they do
a precedent will have been set and
twenty other Africans facing the death
sentence
in the Northern Cape
Province for "common purpose" in the
death of a policeman during similar
uprisings in 1985 will also hang. Wc
afford to lose more innocent
lives at the hand of the enemy.

cannot

UNITE AND JOIN THE CAMPAIGN
TO "SAVE THE

SHARPVILLE SIX".
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CONFERENCES

The International Book Fair of
Radical,

^International

Black and Third World Books

Radical
V)

Speech By John La Rose

at

Opening of the 7th International Book

Fair of Radical, Black and Third World
Books, London, March 17,1988
each herculean effort encounters its
brutal ruthless and
uncompromising

T^ach Book Fair, each Book Fair
J^Festival, sets us on the road of exploration, of discussion, of dialogue,
discovery, of the relationships between culture, social life,
politics,
science and society that will bind us in
an
unswerving tie in the struggle for
change. Each stage, each moment of
global effort to build a society rooted
of

in the ideals of the French Revolution
of 1789, societies

for

striving genuinely
Liberty, Equality and Fraternity,

opposite.

Today we remember the Sharpeville

Sbc in South Africa and the
people of
the Nicaraguan Revolution whose
lives are threatened by the ruthless intervention of the U.S.A. We express
from this platform our
solidarity with
the Sharpeville Six, with the
peoples
of Southern Africa and of Central
America who are committed to creat-

ing

better world. Whatever the consequence, however long it takes or the
difficulty, the victory of the struggle
a

Address

rjihis
address
is dedicated
to the
dents
who have
given their
livesstuin
the democratic

struggles for quality

education, and for fundamental social
change in general.
These students

can

be found in

every country as students are
found among revolutionaries

always
willing
to give their lives so that others
might
benefit, so that others might finally

realize the full potential of what it is
to be human.
Specifically, my dedication is to:

Sammy Young Junior murdered in
the Tuskeegee, Alabama in 1966;
..

Samuel Hammond Junior
Delano Middleton

Henry Smith
24

..

murdered in the Oran-

geburg

massacre

of students

at

Bunchy Carter
Huggins murdered in the fight
..

for Black Studies

at

U.C.L.A. in

1%9;
Denver Smith

Leonard Brown murdered in 1972 at
Southern
University in Baton
..

Rouge, Louisiana.
There
students

are no

except

monuments to these

in

the

ritualized

memory of our living movements. It is
crucial to call the names of those who
have fallen, for in them, we build

strength and courage
march into battle.

in those yet to

Today the youth of many countries
the cutting edge of the battle

are at

people’s

Wl^
have invited to
▼ V
fair

Abdul

power

open

is

cer-

this book

Alkalimat, African
American academic, intellectual, activist with whom this book fair has
forged links almost from its inception.
At this time, when African Americans
after three long, hectic decades have
been striving, attempting, with other

groupings, to put a more humane
stamp on the face of America, we welcome him to open this Book Fair.

by Abdul Alkalimat

South Carolina State in 1968;
John

for workers and
tain.

for democracy and socialism,
facing
the rulers of settler
colonialism,
neocolonialism and the states of advanced capitalism and
developing
socialism as well. We see courage and
commitment that shakes the world imperialist order as we witness the birth
of a new revolutionary generation of

youth,

a

generation baptised in blood,

nurtured in prison cells and
burning
with the desire to realize that univcrsal slogan, FREEDOM NOW.

Wf^ can

see

the youth of South

Africa (Azania) who emerged on
the scene in the 1970s in a new way
after the Soweto uprising against the
cultural aggression of Bantu education schemes; the Arab and African
T ▼
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youth in France who challenge racist
domination in the 1980s and who
begin to merge with the broader

French students’ movements and contribute to the radicalization of their

challenge to the edueational polieies
of the French state; and most reeently
the Palestinian youth who dare to
challenge the authority of the fascist
Israeli state from within its domination of the West Bank and Ga7.a.
Innovation and Tradition

society, the youth of every
are caught between the
necessity of absorbing from their
elders their social identity and skills to
survive, and yet their very survival
often requires the negation of what
their elders offer. This is as true for
the dominated and exploited peoples

Xn

every

Ageneration

as

it is for the rulers. One can see a

dialectical tension between tradition
and innovation. Since the continuous
emergence

of capitalism and its his-

torical motion based on continuous
revolutions in seience and technology,
innovation is the leading aspect and

always be so, while tradition is
the foundation for and the ultimate
must

reservoir for
dialect.

change. This is an eternal

society this dialectical interplay between innovation and tradition comes into sharp focus within the
process of education. The youth must
be
educated, must possess the
knowledge, eulture and skills created
by and passed on from previous
generations (from their own society
and from throughout the world). As
well, this youth must not be imprisoned by tradition, but armed with
it, so that their experiences can be
confronted anew enabling them to
make their distinctive contribution
too. To Negate To Transform And To
Affirm. For oppressed peoples and exploited classes, however, formal
educational experiences have been a
terrible trick, a process whereby the
youth are forced to internalize the
language, culture, and an outlook that
rationalizes and legitimates their oppression. Therefore, the price for
skills and occupational status has
In every
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negation of self, community and class.
It has been outside of schooling that
this oppressive education has been
challenged and the slogan raised
Education For Social Liberation. The
two most powerful forces have been
the traditions and innovations of
popular culture and political rcsistance, especially when these merge in
the rituals, life style and collective
consciousness of rebel youth. This has
been the power of reggae, not only in
Jamaican society but throughout the
world. Progressive reggae musicians
have been the master musicians of this
new revolutionary generation.

often been the

/^ur

experiences in Black studies

bring the
politics and culture of our movement
of resistance and change inside the
reflects

alien

an

attempt to

educational

schools.

We

adopted the slogan. Academic Excellence And Social Responsibility, as a
way to guide our struggle and stay on

humanity quite clearly:
While it

thousand years

was

shelter all mankind, this has not
been the case since the beginning of
the nineteenth century; and today,
with what we know of natural for-

with the land and labour at our
disposal, with the known techni-

ccs;

of processing material and
transporting goods, there is no adequote reason why a single human
being on earth should not have sufficient food, clothing and shelter
for healthy life.
ques

accomplish this in the societies
challenge
facing humanity, specifically the
labouring masses and their allies.
We must face this challenge in three
To

of the world is the great

ways:
1. The challenge to
means facing up to

be honest. This

the barbarism of
experiences, objectively and systematically by utilizing the tools of
science, historical and dialectical
materialism. Only in this way can
oppressed peoples and exploited
classes of any and all of the nations
of the world be truly and e.ssentially
honc.st about the world and their

our

course.

Academic excellence is a universal
standard for all education, but it is
NOT the most important value.

Rather, the critical point must first
and always be social responsibility.

To master nature one must be
academically excellent in the natural
sciences, mathematics and computers.
However, we face ecological disaster
and nuclear anihilation bccau.se the
most excellent academics serve the
real rulers of science and technology
who are socially irresponsible in their

ruthless

was true a

that human toil and energy
unable to feed, clothe and

ago,

plunder of the world, their

wild and ambitious greed, and their
failure to prepare a legacy of survival
for the generations yet unborn. So the
real choice is profits and power for a
few versus well-being and freedom for
the many. The mindless meritocracy
of capitalism must be challenged be-

it sustains a system of oppression and death. Our goal must be
education based on a democratic

cause

people’s needs to
without antagonistic contradictions.
process of meeting
live together and in

nature

W.E. DuBois

The great Afro-American intellectual W.E. DuBois put our educational

goal for the social liberation of

condition in it;
2.

This
world
free of oppression and exploitation
(INDEED if our rulers get us to
The

means

challenge to dream.
daring to imagine a

dream of nuclear winter

surely

we

this with visions of a
class less society). We mu.st imagine
a world
in which human life is
sacred above all else, and exploitation of human social groups is final-

ean

counter

ly and completely ended,
win. This means
the fight to organize and mobilize
mass resi.stance, class war on all
levels to achieve peoples power and
democratic socialist societies in
which Kings and Emirs can’t exist
but common people are empowered

3. The challenge to

as

their

own

leaders.

intellectuals, artists, and acall become students of
revolution and immerse themselves in
this political work. Our political work
must be rooted among the masses and

Xn sum,

Ativists

must
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carried out on a professional level.
What is required is that our feet
march in the struggles
waged by the
masses, our

with their

hearts throb in empathy

joys and

sorrows,

while

our

heads rationally use the science of
revolution to develop
strategy and tactics.
Our
more

marching orders are no where
clearly j^ut than in that great

poem

For My People written by Mar-

garet Walker

(1942):

Let

a new earth rise.
Let another world be bom.
Let a bloody peace be written in the

sky.
Let

a second
generation
issue forth,

Let

a

growth,
Let

full of courage

people loving freedom

a
beauty full of healing and strength
of final clenching be the pulsing in our
spirits and our blood.
Let the martial
songs be written.
Let the dirges disappear.
Let a race of men now rise and take

control!

come to

BOOKSELLERS & STATIONERS TO THE NATION
WE ARE HAPPY
TO BE

Kingstons
Is A
Network
Giving
Support
To
Our

ASSOCIATED
WITH THE
SOUTHERN AFRICAN
POLITICAL
AND ECONOMIC
JOURNAL

Nation’s
Schools

^^Sdn^tons J
**

26

LIMITED

SAPEM MAY 1988

LIBERATION MOVEMENTS

Remember Kassinga
A SWAPO News

rr^his

4,

May

SWAPO

Release

trucks and other vehicles.
The bombardment of

com-

Kassinga
began at 7.15am, when most of the

A memorates the 10th Anniversary
of Kassinga Massacre. It was in 1978
when South African jet bombers and

settlement’s population
of
Namibians were assembled for
usual morning meeting.

killed more than 600
Namibian refugees in Angola.
The majority of the Namibians at
Kassinga
were
young
people,
teenagers and children. Most of them

paratroopers

4,098
their

blank range, many in the back or in
the head, or bayonettcd. Many were
killed as they tried to run to safety.
There is evidence that chemical
weapons were

also used by the South

Africans, including inflammable phosphate liquid, teargas and a form of

had been at the camp for only a few
days or weeks. Because so many of the

refugees had only recently escaped

the Nothern Namibian border

across

into exile, many of them had not been
trained in even the most basic tcchni-

of self-defence, in the event of a
surprise South African attack.

ques

assinga forms part of a systematic
J^^nd sustained strategy of aggression on the part of the South African
regime, intended, - it would appear, to
destabilise and ultimately precipitate
the overthrow of the Angolan Government.

Since March 1976 when the in-

vading

columns

African

troops
cenaries which

of racist

South

and foreign merhad attempted to

Angola’s achievement of independcnce were finally repulsed across
the border, the illegally occupied territory of Namibia has been used as a
spring-board by South Africa for
mounting air and land attacks against
Angola.
At the time ol the raid, Kassinga

thwart

SWAPO’s main transit centri. and
settlement for Namibian refugees in
Southern Angola. It accommodated

was

4,000 people in a disused mine
building and tents, and was equipped
over

a clinic,
kindergarden,

with

stores

and

a

school,

a

library,

a

sewing factory, food
facilities for repairing
a
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bombs

■■fragmentation
A dropped on

were

the meeting square by

Mirage jets, killing large numbers of
people including nearly all the medical staff and patients in nearby camp
clinic. The clinic itself, the garage,
food storage room, offices and all
other buildings in the settlement were
reduced to ashes.
Within 15 minutes, while the bomb-

ing

was

going

on.

South African
dropped in

paratroopers began to be
the
field
surrounding

Kassinga,
together with anti-vehicle and antipersonnel land-mines, rifle-launched
grenades, rounds of ammunition,
mortars and other weapons. A eombat
force of 1,500 South African troops
involved.
The racist South African

were

troops

proceeded to overwhelm the refugee
population, firing indiscriminately at
everyone within range. Those who
died at this stage were shot at point-

paralysing gas.
iy ^ensured by the number of people
IVAwho lost their lives, the Kassinga
raid and

massacre

constitute the most

single violation of Angola’s
territorial integrity by South Africa
since the People’s Republic of Angola
achieved the independence under the
leadership of the MPLA in November
1975. Kassinga forms part of a systematic and sustained strategy of aggression on the part of the South
African regime intended to destabilise
and ultimately precipitate the overthrow of the Angolan Government.
Many innocent Namibians were

serious

-

murdered

for

no

apparent reason

from their commitment to
liberating Namibia. The Christian
Community, the world over, this year
declared May the fourth to be the
World Day of Prayer for a free

apart

Namibia.
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BOOKS

History Of Resistance
A

History of Resistance

in Namibia
Peter H.

Katjavivi, Unesco Press,
1988

Reviewed
A

try

to

show

how

successive

Namibian generations have

plethora

of

The book chronicles events in the

story of the Namibian people since
early penetration of foreign cle-

the

into the Southwestern

area

of

Africa. It presents a broad sweep of
events in Namibia from the
early encounters with missionaries,
European
traders and Namibian communities;

through to the Imperial Germany
colonization of the territory; the South
African mandated governance which
turned into misgovcrnancc; and on
the other hand, the response of the
people to foreign rule and the

trans-

formation of the nationalist upsurge
into the patriotic liberation process.
The book closes with a review of the

politics of compromise, the activities
of the Contact Group comprising the
United States of America, the United

Kingdom, France, West Germany and
Canada; and the current stalemate,
the politics of co-option and the
general international settlement are
outlined. The author closes his
count of the Namibian
episode

ac-

by

summarising what he perceives as
being important events in the history
of resistance of the Namibian people.
The author depicts Namibia as a
country of confrontation between:
tribes and chiefs; wars and resistance;

whites and

28

especially by the occupationist
regimes in order to justify racism and
colonial domination. Howevcr,Katjavivi states his intention as being to:

by Nahas Angula

literature on
Namibian historiography has been
mushrooming since
the
1970s
(Goldblatt, 1971; Clarance-Smith and
Moorsom, 1977; Kiljunenc, 1977;
Drechler, 1983; Moleah, 1983; etc.). A
new addition to this
plethora has surfaced from the UNESCO Press, in the
form of Dr. Peter Katjavivi’s book, A
History of Resistance in Namibia.

ments

These things may be true but they
have already been stated and restated,

blacks; and East and West.

con-

tinned to resist German and South

African domination, and thereby
place the contemporary struggle in
the context of the general opposition conducted by Namibian communities to foreign mle (p. vii).
As

who at a certain point
participated in nationalist
politics, he could have attempted to
provide a new understanding of
events in Namibia during the last and
in

a

person

time

the

current

centuries. The book is

seriously flawed by its lack of analysis.
The story is told in a fashion rcsembling a student answering a test on
recall. Events
are

and

are

remembered,

names

dropped, places are mentioned,
dates are regurgitated. No serious

effort is made to understand the concerns, motives, and constraints facing
the actors. In order to understand why
certain forms of resistance took place

particular time and place, one
to go deep into issues of
economics, ecology, politics, social organization, etc. With regard to the
anti-colonial struggle, one should
specifically examine the issues of land
alienation; unfair trade practices;
pauperization of the African people;
exploitation of labour and racial
degradation. These issues, in one way
at

a

needs

or

another, influenced the form,

tent, and timing
of resistance.
A Tribal

of

a

con-

particular form

sequences.

Perspective

For this reason, he is unable

It is for this

reason

that

Katjavivi could not provide a rational
explanation for the treacherous actions of political turncoats and sellouts. One gets the
feeling that an attempt is being made to justify or ra-

tionalize such actions. This
to

amounts

white-washing crimes.

Another
book is its
reasons

disturbing issue in this
glossing over of the true
why the various groups, such

SWANU, failed to unite with
SWAPO. These reasons are to be
found partly in differences in tactics
such as the launching of the armed
as

struggle which

meant

suffering and

sacrifice. It is a gross simplification of
the truth to explain away this problem
in statements like as SWAPO grew in

strength and membership it increasingly
acted

on

its

own

rather than in close

cooperation with other groups (p. 52).

The book suffers from a variety of
factual inaccuracies, contradictions
and understatements. These have
been particularly exaggerated by

quotations from former nationalists
have
turned
into
political
turncoats. Obxiously, what
they said
when they were speaking for the
people could not be the same as what
they said after they compromised the
struggle.
In short, A History of Resistance in
who

Namibia is

However, the author, prefers to see
only the manifestation of the conflicts
and struggles rather than their organic
content.

understand resistance struggles
beyond the confines of tribes and
tribal perspectives. This is rather unfortunate for he plays into the hands
of the exponents of tribal identity and
racial purity.
Consequently the inability to look
deeply at the issues has serious implications. The book totally fails to explain the true nature of the struggle:
its demands, requirements, and conto

exercise in pedantic
scholarship. It is sophistic in its conan

tent, pretentious in its tone, and a

betrayal of everybody’s expectations.
It is less than the history of resistance
as
it is known by the Namibian
patriots.
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colonialism" and thereby obscuring
the role of imperialism in Africa. In
similar manner the question of class
and colour may become blurred, as

WHITHER SOUTH

AFRICA?
Bernard

Magubane & Ibbo

Mandaza,/l/nca World Press,
(N.1)1988
Reviewed by

X

Alie Fataar

in world news today is
complexity of the situation in

Tery much

the
South Africa. Here sue writers, of and
from Africa, tackle some burning
▼

unfolding revolutionary
struggle in that country. A foreword
by Cde N.M. Shamuyarira, the then
Minister
of
Information,
which
formed his opening remarks to the
aspects of the

of Political
"Whither South
Africa" in March 1986, noted that the

African

Association

Science Seminar

on

deepening resistance was responsible
for the "complete political disarray"
amongst the hcrrenvolk of South
Africa. Touching on the question of
"constructive engagement", the Ministry characterized it as the reverse
side of South Africa’s destabilization
of the Frontline States which is sup-

ported by the American Administration.
In

their

Introduction,

Bernard

Magubane and Ibbo Mandaza mensue essays arc some of the
papers read at the Seminar, which
represent the ideas of mainly black
South Africans who hold varying
views on the struggle. They hope that
the presentation might act as a
launching pad for deeper discussion.
The timing of the conference was crucial and the publication of the book at
this time is most opportune for a
tion that the

proper assessment of the unfolding
drama in Southern Africa. The confcrcnce contributed, they say, towards
a gap in "the many empirical
and theoretical issues on the nature of
white minority rule, its relation to im-

filling

perialism, and the prospect for the
liberative movement."
Archie Mafeje in The

Dynamics of a
Beleaguered State takes up the perhaps controversial question of South
Africa as constituting "internal white
SAPEM MAY 1988

may an analysis of the struggle for
"majority rule" as against "independence", From whom?
He rejects the Communist Party of

South Africa’s earlier formulation of
the "two nations" - an oppressing
white and an oppressed black nation
within one territory.

Mafeje underlines two oft-stated
hypotheses: one, that the petitbougeoisie is ineapable of any independent political undertaking; and
two, in underdeveloped newly "independent" countries the petit-bourgeoisie are "dominated" and controlled by imperialist forces. He postulates that the striving for socialism is
negated by the fact that at present
monopoly capitalism has "control"
the means of production which is
effective as owning the means of

over
as

produetion under classical capitalism.
He concludes by saying that in South
Africa the idea of the socialist revolution being embedded in the national

struggle (the Unit Movepremise) is as vacuous as the
C.P.S.A.’s two-stage theory of the link

liberation
ment

between the two.
"The study of South
tinues to pose a dilemma

Africa conto the social
scientists," says Bernard Magubane in
his paper on The Political Economy of
the Southern
"African Revolution.
From the recognition of the role white
settlers were to play in the spread of
British imperialism, he shows how the
eoneepts of a "white man’s country"
and "responsible (white) government"
were part and parcel of the political
economy of capitalism based, in the
ease

of South Africa, on

"the most

gigantic mineral extraction in the
Traeing Rhodes’ and Milner’s
policies, Magubane reveals that racial
political laws ensured the profitability
of gold and diamond mining, which
produced wealth
unprecedented
anywhere else in the world. Care in
his analysis has, however, been thrown
to the winds when he rather blandly

world".

asserts

that:

Africa revolution and the
of the African National
Congress that has spearheaded

the South
nature

African resistance in the past
seventy-five years...[and] the ANC
has emerged as the only chantpion of tnie democracy and national
reconciliation
...[and] the
...

Freedom Charter which will lead
South Africa to genuine freedom.

Such narrow partisanship is quite
misplaced in a work of this nature,
apart from being anti-historical.
The third segment is written by
Pallo Jordan and is entitled Socialist

Transfomiation

and

the

Freedom

Charter. Drawing on the works of
Marx and Engels on colonialism and
the national question, he compares
the ANC’s "vision of our country’s futurc" to what Marx and Engels said in
1848 regarding Germany’s unification

and comes to the conclusion that the
similarities arc "striking". He traces
the role of the ANC since its inception in 1912, touching on the long

period of respectful petitioning by the
leadership; but unfortunately he
cloaks the organization in the more
radical views of its ousted President
Gumede who spoke in terms of PanAfricanism and the "struggle against

imperialism". He ends his essay, after

the veneer of Marxism has worn
rather thin; to pose the question
whether the struggle for national

liberation is dominant and the class

struggle for national liberation is
class struggle
the two coterminus?
Quite profoundly he asserts that the
answer will be provided by what he
calls "revolutionary practice".

dominant

and

derivative;

or are

the

United States Policy in
Africa

Southern

Ibbo Mandaza’s contribution brings
the colloquy aright to the present day;
Southern Africa: US Policy and the

Stniggle for National Independence.
Most dispassionately he observes that
"white settler colonialism" in Southern
Africa is nearing its end and that this
has come about through decades of

struggle by the oppressed and exploited masses of the
region, not through ruling class
"benevolence and change of heart".
Whilst his intention is to exprose US
policy in response to events in the
region, it should not be forgotten that
resistance and
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certain "indigenous social forces" and
various class and other social contradictions prevail in the newly inde-

become, and remain, underdeveloped to feed cheap labour to

p)endent African countries, led invariably by the petit-bourgeoisie.

imperialism, to serve as sources of
primary investment. Though South
Africa played a subordinate role in international capitalism, it nevertheless
was
economically dominant over
imperialism’s client states in Southern
Africa. The US set the pattern in Angola for the destabilisation which
South Africa is busy
carrying out in
Mozambique and other Frontline

It is in this context that he looks at
the US global policy and
strategies
and states that it must not be overlooked that "imperialism is aggressive

by its very nature" in order to "attain
its global objectives".
Some of the
means used by
imperialism are political blackmail, economic blockades,
the manipulation of "aid"
through the
IMF and World Bank, and open
aggression.
Noting that the US might get closer

to the SADCC states of Southern
Africa and thereby work towards a

negotiated settlement between Botha
and the National Liberation Movement in South Africa, Mandaza
postulates whether the National Liberation
Movement (note: not only the ANC.)
will be able to weather the "storm"
that will come in its wake.
The idea that women as "the most

revolutionary group" should engain sexual equality (perhaps separate from men), is regarded
as inadequate for South Africa
by Dr.
Ivy Matsepe Casaburri in the fifth

destined

South Africa

Question of

Historically

viewed, the oppression of African
women stems from the
exploitation of
their menfolk by international
capital
(mainly gold, diamond and other mining). The migrant labour system left

the women to care for their families in
the labour reserves (the present Ban-

tustans) and thus they were in effect
subsidising the low levels of pay
received by their super-exploited

menfolk on the mines. She summarizes her conclusions by saying that
the condition of women in South
Africa (as elsewhere in the world)
cannot

be

homogeneous

assumed
nor can

to

be

their exploita-

tion be solved in isolation since it is
"specific in terms of class, race, culture and ethnicity." Within the broad,

general liberation movement the
question of "sexual exploitation"

should be addressed.
The final chapter in the book is a
contribution by Sam C. Nolutshungu
on The South
African State and Africa.
The states of Southern Africa were
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and, in the interest of

States. Morocco, Zaire, Saudi Arabia
and France are some of the countries

assisting Botha and Reagan in this
military operation: imp)erialism needs
retain South Africa in order to

to

independent economic (and
military) links between the Frontline
setup any

States and the rest of the world.

commodities, its

guns,

its greed and

its ideas. The result of that

catastrophic. South Africa

impact was
was

faced

with the immense task of
finding a
new framework in which its
productive forces could develop and thrive.
The conquering invaders, however,

determined to halt the process
of natural development, to maintain
the worn out fabric of the past and
with all the means at its disposal to
were

perpetuate

a

system of barbarism.

One of the means it has
that of education:

employed is

They want to recreate for the subject races a social order belonging
to the pre-industrial
age. It is in this
light that the elaborate schemes of
the Nationalist Government for establishing Bantu Education must
be viewed.

Education For Barbarism

Tabata, Unity Move-

ment

of South Africa, 1980

Reviewed by

A. P. Dusan

/^rlando Location, on the fringes of

V-/Johannesburg,

has the biggest
station in the Southern hemisphere, yet its inhabitants are conpower

demned to the

use

of candles and

paraffin. In all South African ports,
modern steamships unload goods carried away on the backs of men, and in
the streets great trucks roar past rickshaws drawn by men. aeroplanes and
railroads cut across vast regions
linked
otherwise
by footpaths
hundreds of years old. On the huge
farms, modern tractors work side by
side
with
wooden
ploughs.
Throughout the towns and villages
and

on

the tired land of the so-called

"reserves"
contrasts

It is in this

light, too, that Education
Barbarism first published by
I.B.Tabata in 1959, must be viewed.
It has become, in recent years, a
matter of urgency that the whole
sys-

for

I. B.

deavour to

paper entitled On the
Women in South Africa.

to

these contradictions and
exist and multiply. They em-

body the struggles of over 20 million
people for existence and survival.
The pattern of life in South Africa is
jagged, torn and irregular. Modern
forms of production, transport and
finance are superimposed and only
partially woven into the worn and
threadbare pattern of the past. That
ancient fabric was already giving way

when the west invaded Africa with its

tern of

Herrenvolkism be analysed in
its politico-economic-social pcrspective. That Bantu Education, Bantu
Authorities and the phantasmagoria
of Bantustans, with its counterparts of
De-Vos Malan Schooling,
Group
Areas and C.A.D.’s be viewed in the

perspective of the social system or,
rather, against the whole developmental process for society. Because Bantu
Education is not simply the outpourings of a racially perverted imagination; it is a direct means of preventing
the development of the oppressed, of
reconstituting society to maintain herrenvolkism, to place a whole people,
mentally, spiritually and physically, in
a state of
barbarism, ruled over by the
barbarians who parade under the
euphemism of chiefs.
Bantu Education, therefore, im-

mediately poses a number of
problems. On the one hand the
problem of education as such, and on
the other the wider social-political
problem.
From an educationalist’s point of
view it is not a mere misnomer, but a
blatant perversion, an insult to every
aspect of human learning and culture,
to be faced with this
monstrosity of
Bantu Education. For in

no sense

of
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the word can it be described as education - in spite of the applause the
liberals have had for the syllabuses.
Nazism and Herenvolkism

perversion irradiates
of education in
South Africa today, and it is important, therefore, that the outlook that
could give rise to such a system of
this

But

through

man

-

in the kitchen! And since it is

of the Calvinist belief of
predetermination, if the black man
can ultimately in any event only end
up in heaven’s kitchens, then what
right has he to aspire to more here on

part

earth! As Mr Tabata says;

every aspect

education should be laid bare. It is
this aspect that the reader is struck
the incisiveness of the analysis
Christian National Education,

on

by

of
its

origins and roots, and, at the same
time, the manner in which it has
spread its tentacles in every aspect of
thought. It is not enough merely to
characterise C.N E. as an outgrowth
of Calvinism, it is necessary to show
what Calvinism itself is. For it is this
doctrine that provided the religious

theoretical basis of Nazism and its

un-

holy twin, herrenvolkism.

It is hardly needs any
the actual content of

reference to
the instruc-

most

diabolical inventions

of Ger-

fascism that makes Christian
applied to
the
Non-Europeans in South
Africa, so completely vicious. The
process of dehumanising the youth,
the degradation, the utter contempt
for human intellect and dignity,
and the cynical indifference to
human life, which in Germany led
ultimately to the destruction of millions of Jews in the Nazi gas-chambers and furnaces... all this being
recreated before our eyes in South
Africa.
man

National Education, as

This is the end result of Calvinist
Christian National Education. A systern of education designed forever to
warp,

to frustrate, to pervert

and

retard the intellectual development of
a whole nation. For the Blacks to be

relegated forever to the position
they accept as part of a Godordained system, that they shall be

where

helots and outcasts in the land of their
birth. It is, in a sense, the ultimate
fruition of the drive towards the creation of a slave mentality. It was not for

nothing that the old predicant used to
delight in the story of how, even in
heaven there

was a

place for the black
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in order to maintain the status quo,
shows at once how it flies in the face
of the general cultural and economic
trends of the time. Once an industrial

set up in South

economy was
there was no

and the attitude of the teachers, to
realise that these are no longer
schools for education as is understood in any civilised community,

elementary lesson of history.

Africa

for tribalism or
feudalism. The conditions necessary
for the former automatically result in
the destruction of the latter. This is an
room

but institutions for indoctrination.
Tlte hand that

This is precisely the aim of Bantu
Education. To transform the whole
Black population into docile slaves
contented with their lot. And the
author
advances
overwhelming
evidence to prove just how this end is
to

be attained,

just how and, more imwhole concept of

portant, why the

a whole nation is being
made to look backwards.
For important as it is to know the
content of Bantu Education as an

tituted, why
is

analysis, of the underlying motives, of
this attempt to retribalisc the people

tion, and the general management

education has been debased and pros-

this
combination
of
sanctimonious Calvinism with the
It

of him,of the fiendish nature of Bantu
Education and Bantu Authorities as
well as the futility of it. His whole

educational system,

the abuses of

human intelligence inherent in it, its
criminal intent, more important is to

understand why Bantu Education.
And this cannot be explained simply
in terms of the ever-present need of
the herrenvolk to squeeze more and

cheap labour out of the locareserves. It can only be explained in terms of the attempts to

more

tions and

the natural historical process.
The attempt to create and per-

stem

petuate a

social system under which

fifth of the population enjoys the
fruits of a capitalist system of producone

tion, while four-fifths are doomed

only the instruments of
providing those fruits. And for that
reason, must be kept in a state of barbarism. This has become the prime
motive behind all legislation that issues from the "White" parliament.
forever to be

Retribaiisation
It is in this field that Mr Tabata has
done the liberation struggle a singular
service. For in the compactness of his
book he has demonstrated with the

facility that has come to be expected

moves

the lever is

very different from the hand that
wielded the hunter’s club, or the

plough.

For

the

worker,

the

machine and the

factory dictate a
new set of relationships and attitudes, and outside the factory
also, a new set of social and
economic needs. In this industrial

setting education for tribalism has
no place and no meaning. It is an
anachronism.
And it is absurd precisely because
the very factors that characterise each
system are destroyed by the succeeding one. In tribalism land was owned
in common; tribalism therefore had to
be destroyed for feudalism to develop,
because in the latter all land was
owned by the seigneurs and the lords.
But in feudalism the serf still owned
the instruments of production, that is,
his
tools
and implements.
For

capitalism to develop it was necessary,
in turn, that this be destroyed because
the hallmarks of a capitalist society is
that all the means of production are
owned by the capitalists! Even on the
bare bones of this bald statement the

futility and the idealism of retribalising a jDCople is immediately apparent.
It is significant, however, that Mr
Tabata does

not

take

as

his sole

ground for saying that retribalism
must fail, the inexorable rules of history. But that his first ground is that
the people do not want it. It is this, the
rejection of retribalism by the people
themselves, that implacable opposition and enmity to it that dooms it to
failure. "Soweto 1976" and the con-

tinning revolt by the students in South
Africa, is a dramatic and heroic con31

firmation of Mr Tabata’s analysis of
Bantu Education.
Education for Barbarism is a brilliant and critical analysis, exposing the
vital link between the system of Bantu
Education and the social, political and
economic exploitation and oppression

mined to "keep the black man down"
forever. And so early in life she sees
blacks dancing and singing their sorrows away after years of
suffering
working for those who enjoy the

brewing liqour for sale, selling the
liqour in some form of shebeen,
taking care of little Bongi. And again
disaster: Miriam discovers her sister

in

bed

with

her

husband.

The

policem2m husband beats her up with
the brutality of a beast, nobody
bothers to rescue her, so she leaves.
Odd jobs help here and there, but still
life looks bleak. The urge to sing is al-

of the Black population of South Africa
general. In its breadth of historical
perspective, it is a significant contribution to an understanding of cor.temporary South Africa.

in

most

stifled.
Racism of South Africa

With her freedom from

MAKEBA: MY STORY

å

Miriam Makeba withjames Hall

Skotaville, 1988
Reviewed by

charm of Mama

Africa,

or

the African

Songbird, will not know the pain and
joy of the performer’s life. In this sincerely written autobiography, Makeba
becomes

a

After such success in music career,
there is a tendency on the part of any
admirer to think that the road was as
smooth and glamorous as the success.
But Makeba is quick to say no to that
notion. Hers has been a battle through

fog and Hre. But equipped with what
she calls her three weapons "hope,
determination and song" - Makeba
confronts her readers with a confidence and maturity reminiscent of
other heroes in other areas.
From start to

finish, Makeba makes

it clear that she is the simple Miriam
or
2:enzie bom through the im-

pudence of her mother who had been
advised not to have any more children
lest she risked her own life. From
birth Miriam would grow to see herself separated from her domestic-servant mother. The death of her father
makes things worse, leaving the little

girl to live with relatives.
For Miriam life shifts from disaster
to disaster until she realises that the
white man in South Africa is deter-

32

O
sweetness

of the land.

Early in her
power of
music as she traverses life through the
footsteps of innocence. Of one ethnic
group she observes:
life, she is fascinated by the

confidante of each of her

fans, intimating the story of her life as
if they were all her close relatives and
friend.

suffocat-

sudden she is the star of the group. A
called Mdledle appears and re-

man

Che^jerai Hove

■jy^any who know Miriam Makeba
ivXon that glamourous stage, that
captivating spotlight depicting the

a

ing marriage, Makeba joins a little
band calling themselves The Cuban
Brothers. They sing to amuse themselves. She wants
exactly that. All of a

The

Bapedi are very musical
people. Their music is very intricate. I watch the women

dance.... It
is the music that makes them act
like they don’t have a care in the

world, I wonder. It must be. Al-

ready I have discovered that music
is a type of magic. Music can do all
sorts of things. It can make sad
people happy. It can make dull
people sit up and pay attention. I
know what it does to

me.

Music

quests her to join the famous ManhatBrothers who need a female
vocalist. Miriam takes it, not knowing
that this is the launch that she needs
into the many tours of the country
tan

they would make. Manhattan tours
many African coimtries. It is only in
South Africa that she and her group
suffer humiliation. Police raids, ar-

rests, being

asked to sing for half-

drunken policemen at roadblocks.
Much more - being left lying on the
side of the road after a serious car accident simply because someone is
black. But Manhattan helps her to
reach out. Music directors ask her to

join the African Jazz and Variety
Show. The year is 1953. Also the year
she stars in a short African film, Come
Back Africa. This is the film which
would publicise her to the world.

squirm.... It is as if lam possessed.

Together with Leta Mbulu, Hugh
Masekela and others, she tours with
King Kong. It is only the critics’ en-

So the childlike eyes of a future star
record. But the best is yet to come in
life as she gathers momentum.

Africa which
persuades Lionel
Rogosin to invite Miriam to its
premiere in Europe. Thus Miriam

gets deep inside me and starts to
shape things up. I begin to

Early in life Makeba would be
called to sing for King George, to sing
in a school choir of much bigger girls
than herself and to leam to become "a

performer." Disaster strikes. With the
first sexual encounter she has at age
seventeen, she gets pregnant. Bongi is
born. Makeba becomes Mrs Kubay.
The mother of Gooli, her husband,
treats her like a slave. Makeba works
wthout end, cleaning the house.

thusiasm

over

the film Come Back

bids farewell to the land of her birth.
She does it in song as well, recording
two hits for Gallotone before she
goes. An isangoma, her own mother,
tells her she will be away years.
Miriam does not believe it. She sings:

Stay well, my people
leaving
going tö the land of the white man

I am
I am

I ask you to

be with me
SAPEM MAY 1988

the way
We will meet and see one another
To show

me

Upon my return.
Music with a promise. But when her
mother dies in 1960, she goes to the
South African Consulate in the
United States to try to get back for the
funeral: "1 am nervous when I go into
the South African Consulate. ...The
man at the desk takes my passport.
He does not speak to me, but to himself when he says, "Miriam Makeba"
as if he was expecting this moment.
He takes a rubber stamp and slams it
down on my passport. Then he walks
away.

I pick up the passport. It

also has a dream; Yes, I have a dream
I would like to see my people free.
I would like to see black and white
children of South Africa walk hand in
hand. I would like to go home again.
The star of the stage also takes the

too.

is

stamped INVALID."
Only then does she realise that she
is already an exile. And for many
years to come she would get to know

political stage.

In her determination to succeed,
Makeba docs not let anything or

stand in her way. Her mar-

anyone

riage to Hugh Masckcla lasted

only

years. That was after a three
month marriage to Sony. Then came

two

marriage to Stokely Carmichacl, the black radical. A marriage

the stormy
which

co.st

her

many

friends and

shows, many cancelled contracts. But
she goes on to marry him, at the same

parting ways with Big Brother
Harry Belafonte.
In her career, Makeba walks nearly

time

all

all the corridors of poWer. She rubs
shoulders
with
Kennedy, Haile

be her mentor for many years of
hard work in which she learns more
than she can describe: "He has taught

Selasie, Sekou Toure, Jomo Kenyatta,

the stars of American music:Harry Belafonte included. Harry was
to

things. The most important
one is respect; respect for myself, for
the stage and for my audience....! do
not think that anyone can become as
good as Mr.Bclafonte without a lot of
discipline." With Belafonte, Makeba
tours the United States to many welcoming audiences. She becomes a fcature in her own right. Diplomats invite
her to address the United Nations
Special Committee on Apartheid.
Friends begin to say of her: on stage
she is alive, off-stage she is quiet, and
in politics she is a lioness. Humility
and honesty are her guiding light.
me

many

Makeba's Dream
When she survives a delicate cancer

operation, Dr.Martin Luther King, Jr,
a man she admires, is assassinated.
She is depressed but inspired. She

Julius

Nyererc,

Kenneth Kaunda,

Machel, all of them. She sings
for them, she sings for their people,
she sings for herself, and her songs

Samora

"a metaphor for the yearnings of a
subjugated people to be free." Many
of these politiical leaders, Fidel
Castro included, would honour her
with diplomatic passports. But she
are

home. And so she chooses
Guinea where Sekou Toure takes her
into his own household as his
must come

daughter.

Miriam Makeba does not, in

this

biography, claim to be a politician, a
diplomat or a philosopher. But she
recognises the power of her art in
making people all over the world
aware of the suffering of her people.
With such a sharp mind, she could not
escape her political role. Hence she
says in all boldness: If I die on stage I
guess I’ll be the happiest person, because I will be dying like a soldier on

the

battlefield.

a battlefield, the
that stage she will fight the
pain of exile, she will sing of the torturous death of her only daughter
Bongi whose restless spirit made
Makeba suffer as a parent. Some of
the most powerful passages in the
Makeba story are when she mourns
her daughter, when she mourns for
her subjugated people. When Bongi
dies after an operation, Makeba

Indeed she has

stage. On

mourns:

The tears of madness will no longer
flow from her eyes. Ugly cries of
rage will not tear from her throat.
She cannot be bothered any longer.
She cannot be touched; she has

found her peace. ...Oh yes, this evil
that has done

.so

much to my

people, it is destroying me too.
Don’t you .see, it is beating me? My
daughter died becau.se she lost her
mind in exile, and to avenge her
death and the deaths of so many of

my family and my people I must
continue to .speak out against the
racism and the murders that makes

bloody and foul my home.
Most

biographies

arc

personal but

boring because of the scif-aggrandiscsec in them. But Miriam
Makeba’s story is so charged with
both emotion and honesty that after
ment you

reading it you feel its impact for many
a sleepless night. It is packed with
events and interpretations, with love
and hate, frustration and hope. With
this biography, Miriam Makeba has
burst onto another stage, the .stage of

expressing the will
spirit refu.sing to be
crushed, a spirit which raises new
hope with the rising of every sun.

the written word,

power

of

a
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ARTS AND CULTURE

Academic and Cultural Boycott
Chenjerai Hove
people of South Africa and the people
faced with the daily atrocities of the
regime in the Frontline States. In es-

litany years ago, an American
IvAmusician consulted Miriam
Makeba on whether she should go
and perform in South Africa or not.
The singer was Aretha Franklin, and
it would seem she was unaware of the
issues pertaining to the South African

political

scene, hence the invitation to
smd perform in that country.

visit
Makeba

was

"Aretha, you

sharp in her

answer:

the Queen of Soul.
You have a big name, and you are
loved everywhere. I don’t think you
are

need a concert in South Africa.
Whether you know it or not, you’d be

helping the people who

oppress our
brothers and sisters. It’s true what

they say, you can’t roll around with
pigs and not end up covered with
mud."
Years later when Makeba (with the
assistance of ghost writer James Hall)
wrote her biography, she was to
remark: The authorities back home
love to gain status and boost their

image by brining international stars
perform in the clubs - clubs that are
for whites only." Similar efforts
by
political and cultural activists have, in
the past few years, given birth to the
cultural boycott of South Africa. Artists and politicians have taken various
positions regarding the boycott. Some
western performers have made fortunes by performing in South Africa,
especially at Sun City, that centre of
gambling and all legalised immoral
to

activities, situated in the homeland.
But exactly what is the academic
and cultural boycott? What does it entail? It is valuable to examine the esof this significant political statement as well as its implications for the
sence
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sence,

the

academic

and

cultural

boycott is a two-pronged assault on
the apartheid regime of South Africa.

I^irst, it stipulates that South Africa

-T thrives

on the nourishment of the
entertainment provided by
entertainers and artists drawn from
the
international arena.
Artists,

arts and

sportspersons and academics from all
over

the world

drawn into sup-

are

porting the regime through the lure of
huge sums so that the apartheid
regime can sustain a certain image of
itself internationally. Academic research and knowledge is needed to
sustain the regime. Sporting links are
essential for its continuance as a viable entity in the eyes of the interna-

tional community. If
the arts are needed

knowledge and
to

sustain the

apartheid regime, then they

are

tools

in the sustenance of the cruel
system.
Whatever can be done to impede the

regime’s

access to

knowledge, ideas

and information should become
top

priority in the struggle to erase apartheid from the African continent. The
academic and cultural boycott confronts the white supremacists with the
fact that people of the world view the
apartheid system as illegitimate and
unacceptable in all its manifestations.
To the international academic and

cultural

community, the message is
clearly written on the wall of truth;
abandon apartheid and participate in
the transformation of South Africa into
united, democratic and non-racial
country.
a

Financial Influence Of Racist Regime
Just how the boycott is implemented is of particular interest. Its
success or failure is a measure
partly

of how the international

community
responds and realises the tragic inhumanity of the apartheid system. Or

if the international community agrees
that apartheid is criminal and in-

human, then a remaining factor is the
system’s financial tentacles which are
luiown to reach far in
influencing
decisions on mandatory economic
sanctions on the South African

government.
South Africa is known
lure of money

to use the

and business prospects

the international
system and ensure that favourable
decisions are made in international
forums. As an initial step in the
boycott process, the United Nations
to out

manoeuvre

Special Committee on Apartheid has
compiled a register of artists and athletes supportive of the South African
government
through performance
there. This list is distributed to all
member states and sporting associations for them to isolate the culprits.

Recently, the Zola Budd affair has
causing quite a furore, with
some member states
threatening to
boycott sporting events if South
been

African-born Zola Budd competes. It
is pertinent to recall that Zola Budd
obtained a British passport after a
mere three months
stay in Britain,

showing possibilities of behind-thescenes manoeuvring
by either the
South African government itself or
some
sporting personalities in apartheid-structured sporting bodies in

South Africa.
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l^urthcr, the UN has drafted the InJT ternational

Convention Against
Apartheid in Sport which has yet to
be ratified and acceded to by several
influential member states of the world

body. If that happens, the Convention
becomes an obligation for all who

recognise it as a valuable contribution
in the fight to isolate apartheid from
the international

community.

Selective

isolation. The academic and cultural

boycott is, and necessarily has to be,
selective. Without the clement of
selection and flexibility, innocent vietims will inevitably suffer. The creation of new democratic cultural and
academic institutions inside South
Africa introduce alternative vehicles
of cultural and academic expression
towards the formation of a people’s
culture. Organisations inside South
Africa are urged to isolate the racists
or those who benefit from apartheid

building

an

up

alternative

academic and cultural movement
committed to the principles and practice of non-racialism and democracy
that the ANC position emphasises.
Under the terms of the boycott, internal cultural and sports organisations

would have to organise themselves in
a democratic manner in order to shun

apartheid inspired structures
prevalent in South Africa today.
These alternative structures give cultural workers and sportspersons viable alternatives acceptable to the nathe

tional

liberation

movements

and,

hopefully, to the international community.
Meanwhile, the liberation movements

have realised that "culture has

become a powerful weapon in the
hands of the people in the struggle to
end the apartheid system and create a

united,

democratic and

non-racial

country".
Culture is used to nourish the apartheid sy.stem, hence it can also be used
to nourish the cause of the liberation

fighting for the dignity of
those dehumanised and alienated by
apartheid. Culture becomes part of
movement
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essence, imply that all
fighters must be exiled in order to be
recognised as genuine fighters.
The selective boycott stand was en-

would, in

hanced at the recent Culture in
Another South Africa symposium
held in December, 1987 in Amster-

dam, Holland. Drawing participants
from inside and outside South Africa,

Flexibility

Culturally South Africa cannot be
totally isolated from outside. So there
is another side to the boycott: internal

by

that dynamic offensive to emancipate
the people of South Africa. So to isolate internal but dedicated fighters
whose roots lie in mass movements

the symposium was to hear
Masekela of the ANC

Barbara
Culture

Department echo their views on mass
democratic cultural
side South Africa:

organisations in-

This is our position: that those who
belong to this category of dedicated
fighters of a genuine and

democratic culture should not be

boycotted but should be encouraged and be treated as
democratic
counterparts within
South Africa and organisations intcmationally.

be viewed

project
participants to
their responsibility towards the effeetive application of the internal isolation side of the boycott. Undoubtedly,
they resolved in Amsterdam, "to isolate the regime", and "to recognise and
strengthen the emerging progressive
meant to

as

an

awareness

educate the

and democratic culture in South
Africa" while realising the complexity
of a blanket boycott. "Cultural boycott
as a tactic needs to be applied with a

degree of flexibility which takes into
consideration the developing situation
in South Africa", they observed. But
they were quick to point out that the
national liberation movement would
have to be consulted should academic,
cultural workers and sportspersons
want to enter or leave the country in
their attempt to associate with bodies
of similar interests.
The success or failure of the boycott

depends entirely on whether the
world community decides simply to
stand there and watch while racism
goes on

the

rampage or act to prevent

it.

of iden-

Liberation movements and world
forums
will
continue
on
the

tifying the internal organisations is
adopted, it would have to take cog-

diplomatic platform to try to influence
those who seem to think apartheid

But whatever mechanism

nLsance of the fact that

some

of them

easily infiltrated by the multiple
tentacles of the apartheid regime.
Nonetheless, flexibility itself ensures
are

that the internal organisations themselves would have to develop ways of

screening

effectively

any

possible

members.

be reformed at some later date.
But the academic and cultural boycott

can

a large extent, on the
realisation that all art is partisan, that
all art supports one or another political doctrine. Those who divorce the
arts and entertainment from political

depends, to

activity would
Role Of Culture

seem to

be blind to the

fact that every political system is
nourished by the arts and entertain-

arising from it. Even dictatorships and chieftaincies have their own
supportive arts which nourish them,
giving them breath and blood.
But most important of all, the
boycott makes clear cultural and so-

ment

Culture in Another South Africa
was, in itself, a significant
in that it drew participants and
views from the whole spectrum of cultural workers in and outside South
Africa. In a way, it laid the basis for
criteria to be used in determining the
liberation
movement’s
attitude
towards organisations which operate
from within the country. The selection

(CASA)

event

of participants probably gives some
indication of the inherent selective

aspects of the

academic and cultural

boycott of South Africa.
CASA set out to map the role of
culture in the struggle for democracy
in the beleaguered nation. It can also

cial statements about the future culture of a free South Africa. It em-

phasises the need to involve the
people in creating and consuming culture instead of leaving it to the few
privileged whilst the mass of the
people remain culturally undernourished. Film, graphic arts, literature, theatre, all have to be peopleoriented in order for the best to come
out of South Africa as an expression
of an authentic nation.
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The other side of
the Lever coin

To most

people Lever Brothers is one of the
largest manufacturers in the country.
But did you know that Lever Brothers is also a
consumer
in fact, a very large consumer?
Lever Brothers has grown with Zimbabwe and
in so doing has become a prime user of locally
produced materials.
...

From the

agricultural sector, we buy raw cotton
seed, sunflower seed, soya bean, groundnuts
and tallow, for the production of a wide range of
consumer products, namely detergents,
soaps.

margarines, oil, personal

care

and packaged

foods.
For the industrial sector—chemicals, industrial

detergents, bakery fats, animal feeds etc.
International Quality Standards maintained
by:—
highly qualified staff and sophisticated
—

—

equipment.
accepting International Research

Mozambique, Zaire, Malawi etc.
Group exports — over $10 million in
But that’s

not all

.

.

With a progressive and dynamic policy
Brothers is also a large employer of man
and continues to contribute positively
economic and social life of the entire comi
in Zimbabwe.

contributions.

Countries exported

Lever Birothers...a

to

—

Zambia, Botswana,

^BVLever

name

you can

1

.

rely on

^^■^Brothers

^■^BBGuaranteed
Product

SSC&eLINTAS1S36

HEAD AND SHOULDERS
ABOVE THE REST

What makes

our

airlirie stand out from the crowd?

Service, that's what. How well we look after you, our
passengers, is what mokes you come bock. Nothing eise.
And we shouid know. After oli, we've buiit our
reputation
on

it.

