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There’s
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how far

telling

some

people will go to
their delegates’
attention

get
^0

at

conferences.
Understandable, really. Once a delegate’s office knows where to contact him,
even the best speaker won’t be able to hold his attention!
The

problem with far-off conference venues, however, lies in their inaccessibility
“Shipping” delegates backwards and forwards is a time consuming and costly
exercise, and, should one of them need to get back home in a hurry, well
-

.

.

.

The Kadoma Ranch Motel is just over an hour’s
and we’re convinced that that, in itself is reason

Rapch Motel is the ideal

venue

for

your

drive from Harare City Centre
enough as to why the Kadoma
conference.

Of course, we could tell you
luxurious (and we really mean

about our excellent conference facilities, our
luxurious) accommodation and fine cuisine —
but every other venue you consider will probably say much the same. We would
rather have you tell us what you’re looking for in a conference venue - you’ll be
delighted to see just how accommodating we can be.

Kadoma Ranch Motel
Kadoma Ranch Motel

Kadoma Ranch Motel is

The
a

Telephone Kadoma 2321/2/3/4/5

Conference Specialists

division of Art Corporation Limited
or

write to P.O. Box 874, Kadoma, Harare
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Zaire and Southern Africa

But what should progressive African states - and
r^he last two decades have seen the rapid growth and ex- progressive forces in general - do about these sister Africa
X pansion of counter-revolutionary forces in Southern
states who, through their counter-revolutionary roles, perAfrica. The counter-revolution is mainly directed against
sist in undermining the security of their neighbours and
progressive states with the aim of disrupting their
economies, impairing their ability to govern, and thereby thereby detract from the African liberation process? For
obvious historical reasons and those related to the current
neutralising their support for the liberation struggle in
political and socio-economic factors that afflict the African
Namibia and South Africa and impeding the construction
continent, the Organisation of African Unity (OAU) has
of socialism.
been unable to deal with such matters. It has been afflicted
Zaire and South Africa, two of the major states in the
an inherent inability to reconcile the overall objective of
region, are actively involved in this counter-revolution, by
African unity with the need to deal with those of its memeither directly or through assistance to the rebel bands of
bers who, through their acts of collaboration with the
UNITA, RENAMO and other right-wing dissidents. They
enemies of Africa, grossly undermine that objective of
do so with the full backing of the United States of
African liberation and African unity.
America, whose policy of constructive engagement seeks
cooperation with South Africa to check what U.S.
policymakers see as Soviet expansionism in Africa and to T>esides, there has always been the risk that resolute and
action against an erring state might provoke
prevent any socialist experiment from succeeding in this XXjustifiable
the wrath of imperialist powers in whose interests some
strategically imjwrtant region of the world capitalist
degenerate African leaders (and their regimes) are kept in
economy. This is the context in which to explain U.S. suppower. And so it is that for the last two decades and more,
port for UNITA, including the supply to the latter of the Mobutu and his henchmen have with impunity persisted in
sophisticated Stinger anti-aircraft missiles through Zaire. their treacherous acts.
For these missiles are meant to ensure the strategic

balance in favour of South

vantage

Africa, by giving it greater ad-

in the air so it can cripple Angola’s economy

and

society.

rj^he following articles
X scholars and activists

-

by two prominent Zairean

are an

position and role of Zaire in the

Their main thrust is that since

attempt to

clarify the

Southern Afriea region.

1960 the Zairean state

this region

has

ad-

a counter-revolutionary role in
to
vance the interests of its rulers, who are basically concerned with their own enrichment and political survival,

played

external protectors.

and to discharge its obligations to their
Zaire’s collaboration with racist South

Africa and its ac-

Africa have, by virtue
broad strategy for the
liberation process in the sub-region, demonstrated how
possible and necessary it might be to deal with those
African states that are out of step with the mood of the
majority of the people of Africa in general and Southern
Africa in particular. Thanks to the leaders of these
Frontline States, another African state that was allegedly
supporting the RENAMO bandits against Mozambique
The Frontline States of Southern
of their existence as a group with a

line with its neighbours.
Similarly, we acknowledge the diplomatic efforts so far
made by the Frontline leaders towards persuading and
convincing Zaire of its responsibilities as an African state
in Southern Africa. But the progressive world as a whole
and the people of Southern Africa in particular will support whatever drastic action that the Frontline States wilt,
in their wisdom, consider neeessary to put an end to
Zaire’s current campaign of treachery and counter-revolu-

has since fallen into

imperialism are a funcinterests of the Mobutu
regime in Kinshasa with those of Pretoria and Washington.
Breaking up this alliance requires a transformation of
the Zairean state from its present nature as a neo-colonial
tion in Southern Africa.
preserve of Western imperialism to a people’s state
This is particularly so at a time when Angola needs all
capable of playing its rightful role in the liberation and the
support of its neighbours as it continues to blow the
development of Africa as a whole. This is the major goal of
myth of South African military invincibility . This is the
the popular struggle for democracy in Zaire today. It ought
time to remind Mobutu that he is more vulnerable than the
to become a part of the political agenda for all progressive
South African racists with whom he is collaborating.

tivities as a junior partner of U.S.
tion of the interpenetration of the

forces in Southern

Africa.
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The Roots of Zaire’s Counter-

Revolutionary Role In Southern
Africa
Nzongola-Ntalaja
f^aire, like South Africa, is economi-

ifjcally

and politically

integral
part of the Southern African region.
This statement may come as a surprise
to many readers, since this huge
country in the centre of Africa is
clearly situated north of the southern
tier of the continent. However, it
an

should be noted that Zaire shares this
external location from the region as it
is conveniently defined with Tanzania,
an East
African country that has

membership in both the Frontline
(FLS) and the Southern
Development Coordinating
Conference (SADCC).
Geographically, Southern Africa is
the region south of the Congo, Zaire

States
African

and

Tanzania,

and which compromises ten countries; Angola,
Botswana, Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambique,
Namibia,
South
Africa,
Swaziland, Zambia and Zimbabwe.
From the

perspective of its political
on the other hand, the
region can be said to include the entire area comprised under a line running between the Cape of Good
Hope, the Angolan oilfields of Cabinda on the Atlantic Ocean, and the Indian Ocean port of Dar es Salaam, the
economy,

eastern terminus

of the Tazara Rail-

It thus includes Tanzania and
Zaire, despite the fact that major por-

way.

tions of these two countries are located outside this geographical area in
East and Central

President of the African Studies Association of the United States, Executive
Director of the Centre for Research on Zaire and Associate Professor of African
Studies at Howard University in Washington, D.C.

in the politics and diplomacy of liberation in the region since 1961, has a lot
to do with Zaire’s counter-revolution-

region’s transportation linkages has

ary

role in Central and Southern
explain this role,
together with its consequences for national liberation, peace and development in the region, is what we are attempting to do in this and other artides in this special feature on Zaire

the

Africa since 1960. To

railways

and Southern Africa.
Zaire and the Southern Africa
Economic Complex

Southern Africa is a relatively interdependent region of the world
capitalist economy with a highly
developed industrial structure in
South Africa and
mineral resources

an

abundance of

throughout the
Nearly all the countries in the
region have significant economic
linkages with South Africa and,
through the latter, with world
capitalism in general and its specific
economic and strategic interests in
Southern Africa in particular.
area.

South Africa’s dominance in the

regional

economy

is basically

a

func-

tion of its historical role in the

or-

ganisation of production

and exchange in the area, either singly or in
collaboration with British, American
and Belgian capital. Through corporations like the British South African

Africa, respectively.
country may simultaneously

Company (BSAC), Anglo-American,

participate in several overlapping
regional groupings, Tanzania and
Zaire are also part of the Southern
African region.

Beers, South African capital has been

Since

a

That Zaire should therefore be exeluded from the FLS and SADCC, or-

ganisations in which Tanzania has
played a major role as a founding
member due to its active involvement
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Consolidated

invested in
the region,

Gold

Fields

and

De

nearly all the countries of
particularly in the mining
industry. Most of these countries have
also provided the apartheid economy
with cheap migrant labour and with
markets for South African goods and
services, including transportation and
marketing. South Africa’s role in the

included the use of its rail and port
facilities by landlocked countries and

of Mozambique’s
harbours by South

management

and

African technicians.
As

a

wealth

country with an
in

natural

enormous

resources

and

transportation linkages to Atlantic
and Indian Ocean ports, Zaire has not
escaped the penetration of its
economy by South African capital. Its
progressive
integration
in
the
Southern Africa economic complex is
a function of three
major factors:
1) The colonial political economy and
settler interests in southern Shaba

(formerly Katanga) province,
2) The Katanga secession and,
3) The neo-colonial tasks of the
Mobutu regime.
These

are

the

roots

of

Zaire’s

role
in
counter-revolutionary
Southern Africa today.
Geographically and economically,
the Shaba "pedicle" or the Zairean
region of the Copperbelt has always
been an integral part of the multinational corporate empire established in
Southern Africa before World War I
under British hegemony. A British
company,
Robert Williams’ Tanganyika Concessions Ltd. (Tanks or
TCL) was the second major private
enterprise after the Societe Generate
de Belgique (SGB), the largest Belgian
transnational, among the sh2U'eholders

of the Union Miniere du

(UMHK),

a

Haut-Katanga
giant mining company es-

tablished in 1906 and the

sin^e

most

important corporation in colonial and
post-colonial Zaire. The TCL was also
the founder and majority owner of the
Benguela Railway, which connects the
Copperbelt to the Atlantic Ocean
3

I

ports of Benguela and Lobito in Angola. A competitor of Cecil John
Rhodes in the emerging regional
economy, Williams and his TCL
provided a critical linkage to the

by the imperialist bourgeoisie which

south, to British

independence under a unitarist and
radical government did bring a rapprochement between the imperiaUst
bourgeoisie represented by the top
management at the UMHK and other
SGB companies in Katanga and the
settler bourgeoisie and petty bourgeoisie. The Union Katangaise, the
party of white settlers, was instrumental on the preparation of the secession. But to bring it about and to give
it credibility in an international environment marked by an overwhelming support for national self-determination, independence and majority

African

as

well

as

South

capital. Mining equipment,

foodstuffs, and even wage
earners did, throughout the colonial
period, find their way north to Shaba
from
South
Africa, Zimbabwe,
Malawi, Zambia and Angola.
Zaire is today dependent on South
Africa for its copper exports and for
coal,

importations of food, fuel, mining
equipment and a host of other commodities. The supermarkets of Kinshasa and Lubumbashi are regularly
supplied with goods from South
Africa. A number of South African
transnationals have a controlling interest in important areas of the Zairean

De Beers, for example, has a
monopoly over the marketing of
Zaire’s diamonds, which are mined in
economy.

Eastern and Western Kasai

provinces.
Rembrandt Tobacco controls through
a Belgian subsidary
(Tabacofina), the
biggest cigarette manufacturer in
Zaire,
Tabazaire.
And Lonhro,
another transnational with
African base, acquired

a

Southern

in 1968,
majority ownership in Cominere, a
Belgian holding that once constituted
the third most important group of
companies in the Belgian Congo and
remains an important economic actor
in the country today.
The Katanga Secession
The integration of Zaire’s mineralrich Shaba province in the Southern
Africa economic complex laid the
foundations for both the Katanga
secession and Zaire’s counter-revolu-

tionary role in Southern Africa.
During the early years of mining exploitation in Shaba (then Katanga),
many of the wage earners coming
from the south

were

white settlers.

They brought with them values and
behavioural patterns that greatly reinforced the racism of the Belgian
colonial system. With white South
Africans and Rhodesians
reference groups, Belgian

as

their

settlers
colonial-settler systern and to subordinate the political
economy of the province to their interests. Settler political organisations
became very active in pursumg this
goal after World War II, but they were
repulsed in their quest for state power

sought to create

4

L

a

controlled the colonial state and did
not wish to concede a higher portion
of the economic surplus to the settlers.
Later on, however, the prospects of

cial change. In a region where colonial
rule was being challenged in all the
ten countries south of Zaire and Tan-

zania, the white reactionary forces
determined to keep this mineralrich
province within a whitedominated Southern Africa from

were

Katanga to the Cape and including the
Federation

of

Rhodesia

and

Nyasaland, the Portuguese colonies
and the British High Commission Territories. Their coming together to
defend this political project with the
help of their allies in Western Europe
and North America (e.g. former
colonial officials, fascist groups, U.S.
conservatives led by Senators Thomas
Dodd, Barry Goldwater and others)
marked the generalised outbreak of

rule, the settlers needed black allies to

the counter-revolution in Central and
Southern Africa.

front for them. And these they found
in Moise Tshombe’s political party,
the Confederation des Associations

The Crisis of Decolonisation
in Zaire

Tribales

du

Katanga (CONAKAT),

which became the auxiliary arm of settier politics and the voice of the
UMHK and other companies speak-

ing through African mouths. The seccesion was proclaimed by Tshombe on
July 11, 1960, its white strategists
remaining in the background in an effort to convince world public opinion
that the blacks were actually in
charge.
Thus
scheme

was

an

"internal settlement"

imposed on the Katanga
province long before the white rebel
government of Ian Smith coined the
term to designate the agreement
signed with Bishop Abel Muzorewa,
the Rev, Ndabaningi Sithole and Chief
Jeremiah Chirau on March 3, 1978,
for a limited measure of jwwer shar-

ing in Zimbabwe.
With such a scheme, colonial settiers attempt to salvage their power
and privileges through the cooptation
of a handful of reactionary black
leaders. In the Katanga case, real
power remained in the hands of
former colonial officials, who received
the full backing of the Belgian state,
and who were assisted in their rape of
our country and its resources by a host
of white adventurers and mercenaries
from all over Emope and Southern
Africa.

Britain, France and South Africa
active support to the secession,

gave

their ruling classes shared the
Belgians’ fear of Prime Minister
as

Patrice Lumumba’s commitment to

genuine independence and radical

so¬

Although the Katanga secession
defeated, the

province

was

manner

was

in which the

reintegrated in

the

country helped to determine Zaire’s
neo-colonial

tasks,

including

its

in
role
Southern Africa. The secession was
resolved once the danger of radical

counter-revolutionary

change symbolised by Lumumba, in
the eyes of Western policy makers,
had disappeared and state power
could
be
safely entrusted to
"moderate" leaders who could be
counted upon to defend Western interests.

It will be recalled that the secession
took place during what came to be
known as the "Congo Crisis". This was,
in fact, a crisis of decolonisation. That
is to say that the decolonisation of the

Belgian Congo did not follow the classical pattern of a relatively long period
of initiation by the colonial rulers of
their successors, preferably a group of
moderate nationalists. Belgium’s inability to enforce this pattern and to
prevent a radical nationalist like
Lumumba from becoming prime minister created a crisis for the imperialist
countries, who

were determined to effeet a decolonisation favourable to
their economic and strategic interests
with the help of more conservative
African leaders.
With Lumumba in power, his
enemies opted for destabilisation. The
first result of such activity was the

mutiny of the armed forces less than
one week following the proclamation
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of independence on June 30, 1960. It
is a well known fact that General
Emile Janssens, the Belgian Commander-in-Chief of the Force publique
who was retained at his post after in-

dependence, helped to instigate the
mutiny. If the intention was to discredit Lumumba’s leadership and to
eventually push him out of power, the
immediate results were the panic and
flight of Europeans, which deprived
the economy and the state of most of
their
professional and technical

with

responsibility for Congo matters

shared

a

common

cold

war

outlook

with U.S. policymakers and saw their
mission in the Congo as that of

preserving the existing balance of forin the world. Their interpretation
of the UN mandate in the Congo was
diametrically opposed to Lumumba’s
interpretation. The Congolese Prime
Minister was under the impression
ces

that UN troops were in his country to
obtain the evacuation of Belgian

standard

of living and improved
public services. They wanted to transform the state so it could be made to
their interests.
For the western powers in general
and the United States in particular,
this was an ominous development, all
the more so inasmuch as it was led
by
the same radical nationalists whom
these powers had done their best to
serve

eliminate

troops and white mercenaries and

worst

cadres.

thus end the secession of the

can

TTaving lost control of the situation,

province. UN officials, on the other
hand, emphasised their law-and-order
functions, and placed greater value on

XlBelgium intervened militarily on
July 10, presumably to protect
European lives and property. On the
following day, the Katanga province
declared

its

secession

from

the

country. This was not a pure coincidence. A clear indication of their
true intentions

was that the
Belgians
disarmed all non-Katangese soldiers
and expelled them from the province,
while retaining and retraining those
who were native to the province for
service in the Katanga Gendarmerie.

An

explosive situation

created, with

was

now

much at stake in the
atmosphere of that time. As
so

cold war
the leader of the western camp, the
United States wasted no time in get-

ting itself involved in the crisis. This
involvement was part of a tradition established in the Middle East and
Southeast Asia after World War II, by
which Uncle Sam would intervene in

strategically important country

any

where the former colonial power was
unable to retain control over a turbulcnt situation. In Zaire, as in Viet-

the United States replaced the
former colonial power as the principal
arbiter of the country’s destiny.
However, the complexity of the issues
nam,

and the interests at stake did require
that Belgium remain, along with

France, Washington’s major partner
in an increasingly multilateral
strategy
of imperialism that includes the
Federal Republic of Germany, Italy,
Israel and racist South Africa, in addition

to

the involvement of multilateral

lending and economic management
agencies such as the International
Monetary Fund (IMF), the World
Bank and the Paris Club.

During the crisis, the United Nawas a
key actor in
strategy of imperialism. UN Secretary General Dag
Hammarskjöld and his top assistants

tions Secretariat
this multilateral

SAPEM MARCH 1988

Katanga

the restoration of the economic and
social infrastructure of the country
than on confrontation with Tshombe
and the Belgians in Katanga. This was
the single most important issue in
Lumumba’s
dispute with Ham-

marskjold and

one

that contributed

to

Lumumba’s demise.
Perceived as a "dangerous man"
from the standpoint of western interests, Lumumba became the target of a
CIA assassination plot ordered by
U.S. President Dwight Eisenhower on

August 15, 1960. He

eventually

was

killed on January 17, 1961, as a result
of decisions made by his Congolese

rivals, including his former aide
Joseph-Desire Mobutu (now Mobutu
Sese Seko), but with the help and encouragement of the CIA. With
Lumumba first, and his followers
afterwards, eliminated from the political scene, the stage was now set for a

speedy resolution of the Katanga

secession

on

terms

favourable

gian and western interests,

on

to Bel-

the

one

hand, and the needs of the moderate
leadership in consolidating its hold on
state
power in Leopoldville (Kinshasa), on the other.

politically. For the

fears of those policymakers who
"only trust strongmen to govern

the turbulent countries of the Third
World" (Eric Rouleau, Guerre et intoxication
au
Tchad, Le Monde

diplomatique, September 1983).
A "strongman" was needed, and one
was
readily available in the person of

Mobutu. The man had been discovered in 1960 by Lawrence Devlin,
the CIA station chief in
Leopoldville,
and was carefully groomed
through
his US, UN, Israeli and Belgian conncctions as the perfect candidate for
the role of Zaire’s strongman. He was
found to fit the profile of the dictator
valued
western
highly
by

policymakers, according to Rouleau:
intelligent, cunning and independent
of any group or popular consensus
likely to prevent him from serving his
external patrons and advancing his
own

interests.

Zaire’s

Counter-revolutionary Role
In South Africa

The externally backed counterrevolution, the astonishing longevity of
the Mobutu regime and Zaire’s

economic and social decay arc dialectically related. All three factors are
part of an imperialist strategy according to which "the ruin of Zaire is better

for

western

interests than

and

sooner had the external
patrons
of the neo-colonial state resolved
the crisis of decolonisation than the
client state itself was plunged in a new
and more severe crisis. The
single

XTo

important challenge faced by the
moderate-led ruling class was the rise
of a widespread popular resistance
against the neo-colonial state because
of its failure to satisfy the
deepest
aspirations of ordinary people. The
resistance began to manifest itself in
January 1964 as popular insurrections
for a "second independence". For the
most

masses,

decolonisation had failed

fulfill their expectations of

a

to

better

most

part, these uprisings confirmed the

a

strong

independent state likely to support the struggle against white
Southern Africa" (Jean-Pierre Alaux,
L’etonnante

longevite du regime Amin

Dada, Le Monde diplomatique, April

1979). At the
like

same

Mobutu’s

time,

Zaire

a

weak state

may

still be

equipped to play a gendarme role
against poorly armed and poorly organised revolutionary forces in the
region. Mobutu’s ability to play this
double role i.e. systematically ruining
the country through corruption and
mismanagement and providing troops
for a gendarme duty when needed, has
greatly endeared him to his western
backers. Thus, despite periodic rows

5

1

with

Belgium, he is told of being

"loved" in Brussels, and inspite of
denunciations of his chronic violations
of human rights in the U.S. Congress,
he has never been abandoned by his
friends and allies in Washington. The
same can be said about his friends in

Paris, Tel Aviv and Pretoria.

working relationship has
/^developed between Mobutu and
the Pretoria regime since 1966. South
A close

►

Africans were prominent among the
white mercenaries who fought for
Tshombe as Katanga leader in 1960-3
and as Congolese Prime Minister in
1964-5. As the army chief, Mobutu
had an ambiguous relationship with
the mercenaries. Like other mc^erate

when they both intervened in Angola
with the objective of crushing the
MPLA. Since then, Zaire has given
active support to the South African
backed UNITA of Jonas Savimbi,
which continues to receive U.S.

Kamina and Kitona bases, as transit
for arms shipments to the South
African backed UNITA in Angola is

equipment, including the
sophisticated Stinger anti-aircraft missilcs, through Zaire. South Africa and
Zaire are also believed to exchange intelligcnce information, a fact that has
serious consequences not only for Angola but also for other members of the

Southern

military

FLS as well
SWAPO.

as

for the ANC and

During the early weeks of the first
war in 1977, when the Mobutu
regime gave signs of imminent collapse, a senior official of the infamous

Shaba

State

leaders, he needed them to fight

against the Lumumbist insurrections.
On the other hand, their very
presence in the country was a sad
commentary on his inability to organise a credible fighting force, and
he suspected that the mercenaries
were loyal to their old mentor, Moise

Security (BOSS) flew to Kinshasa to
see what Pretoria could do to help.
Thereafter, South Africans provided
much of the plane fuel used to carry
troops and supplies to southern
Shaba. It is no wonder, then that

But when the Katanga gendarmes
revolted against Mobutu in Kisangani

stop supporting UNITA

Tshombe.

African

of

South

Bureau

Pretoria should be so concerned
about the FLS pressures on Zaire to

and to help

their

the Benguela Railway. For the
loss of Zaire by the counter-revolutionary forces will surely increase the

erstwhile comrades-in-arms. A permanent resident of South Afriea, the

burden of destabilisation for South
Africa and its external allies.

in 1966, Michael Hoare’s men
with him and thus abandoned

who

commander,

mercenary

sided

services, as his aborted invasion of the
Seychelles was to demonstrate.

That Pretoria and Kinshasa had a

stake

in

the

political
been
1975,

economy of Southern Africa has
made absolutely clear since

Africa against the fascist/racist regime in Pretoria, but also
an act of high treason.
In this regard, it is a manifestation
of the contradiction between the nar-

political interests of the Mobutu
regime, namely its quest for survival
through U.S. support, and the larger
economic interest of the people of
row

Zaire as a whole. Savimbi’s UNITA
has over the last
twelve years

sabotaged the Benguela Railway, the
most

direct exit route for Zairean

(and Zambian) mineral exports from
the Copperbelt and hence a mainstay
of our export-based economy.
As

a

concerned scholar and citizen

Zaire, I take this opportunity to
register my strongest opposition to

of

Mobutu’s support for U.S. and South
African sponsored terrorism and destabilisation in Southern Africa. And I
invite all those concerned with the
best interests of the people of Zaire
and Southern Africa to give active

support to the

popular struggle for

democracy in Zaire, which can be ful-

Conclusion

filled only with the overthrow of the
Mobutu regime. This is the sina qua
non for any hope for economic and

Zairean politics
is that Mobutu claims to be a panAfricanist when he is in fact a traitor
to the African liberation cause as well
as to his own country. For allowing the

social development domestically, and
for 2Laire’s ability to play its rightful
and positive role in the liberation of
Southern Africa from imperialism,
settler
colonialism
and
ncocolonialism

was

called "Mad Mike", worked closely
with the South African intelligence

common

reopen

only a flagrant violation of the
OAU Charter and a blatant betrayal
of the just struggle of the people of
not

A salient feature of

CIA to

use our

territory, including the

Mobutu and the Counter-Revolution
in Southern Africa
Jacques Depelchin
T^ver

since the non alignment meet-

Jl/ing in
Zaire

Harare in September 1986,
and Malawi have figured

prominently

on
Frontline States

the agenda of the

(FLS) in their strug-

gle to increase regional unity and
solidarity against apartheid. Following
the non alignment conference, the
FLS worked out a strategy which in-

6

Eduardo Mondlane University, Centre for African Studies
Scholar, Institute for International Studies, UC Berkeley

its objectives the weaning of Malawi and Zaire from South

eluded among

Africa.
At first Malawi denied any

involve-

South African backed
RENAMO. The Mozambican government then confronted Malawi with inment

with

controvertible

proof, in the form of
direct assistance to

passports, of their

(on leave), Visiting

Malawi

officially accepted to cooperate with Mozambique in its war against RENAMO, and
specifically to protect the rail line
RENAMO.

from Nacala to Malawi.
From the time of the war

against

Portuguese colonial rule, and in particular since the current ruler seized
power

in November 1%5, Zaire’s
SAPEM MARCH 1988

stand has always been on the side of
where power rests, as long as it coincided with Mobutu’s understanding of
his own personal interest. Broadly

speaking, this has meant that on the
whole, he has always sided with the
forces of repression. In those instances where there was an
alternative, he
either vacillated in search of a politically comfortable position or sought to
side with the forces that would best
serve his political ends.

During the

war

against Portuguese

colonial rule, he was close to Roberto
Holden’s FNLA, and in the closing
months of the end of colonial rule did
all he could, including
sending young
and untrained soldiers to guaranteed

slaughter, to help the FNLA’s attempt
to capture Luanda. In his book In
Search of Enemies, J. Stockwell has
given a vivid and compelling account

of Mobutu’s role in the CIA scheme of

crucial for Zaire, and there was not
much that the Arab states could

provide financially

otherwise that
better terms,
through Israel, directly or indirectly.
or

he could not get, on

Unofficial
fished in

contacts

1982

were

and

in

diplomatic
relations
resumed. Why?

re-estab1983 full

had

been

of Iran had shown that the US could
not be counted
upon. And over the

years, the US State Department had
grown weary if not downright tired of
supporting a man whose popularity
among Zaireans was comparable to
that of the Shah of Iran, Somoza or

Marcos. Like his good friend Omar
Bongo of Gabon, Mobutu has studied
with great attention the internal
politics of the major western powers

their

the

name

of

the

country

to

the

Republic of Zaire to his speech at the
UN assembly where he announced the
cutting of diplomatic ties with Israel,
Mobutu sought to position himself, at
least symbolically, with the progressive
forces of the Continent. It was during
this period that the ideology of
authenticity, a sort of populist
ideological messianic message, was
proclaimed. It was in 1973 that he introduced

aimed

measures

at

nationalising the economy. Finally, it
in 1973 that he offered
military
equipment to Frelimo.
Concerning the last point, he did
ask
in
exchange, that Frelimo
was

denounce
Cabinda.

the
His

MPLA’s
to

move

claim

to

cut

off

diplomatic relations with Israel were
less motivated by ideological and
political concerns than by a search for
financial

backers

at

western sources were

a

time

impose

For example, when Mobutu was
severely criticized by the IMF official
in Zaire (Erwin Blumenthal), he
leaked the report before it was made
public, and along with the leak, mentioned some of the names in high
places in Belgian politics who had
been
recipients of his corrupt
generosity. One of his most daring
moves
may well have been the sending
to Washington, as Zairean ambas-

sador, of Nguza Karl I Bond, once
perceived by the western media as
heir apparent. While in exile Nguza

denounced Mobutu’s

regime, testified
Congress against Mobutu
and wrote a book against him. Yet,
despite all of this, Mobutu had the inSolent audacity, or was it contempt, of
appointing him in the same capital
where he had been pilloried. Mobutu
to the

US

has not been so
lesser people who
lesser crimes. All
while the man is

magnanimous with
had committed far
of this
not

to say that
invincible, his

capacity for survival should

not be un-

The current context of the struggle
in Southern Africa is not unlike the
situation in 1973, when seeing the
writing on the wall, Mobutu made a

it had

started; this time around, Israel
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solution.

more

becoming

same reasons

own

derestimated.

encouraged by the looming oil crisis.
This kind of alignment came to an
end almost for the

puppets, and sometimes

mere

when

reticent. This opportunistic siding
with the Arab cause was
probably also

was

The cause of South African liberation has always been a very popular
one in Zaire, and Zaireans have not

legendary figure among the Africans
who have fought for the liberation of
the continent. One of the objectives of
Mobutu’s strategy between 1971-3 was

Jl/tion in the White House in
Washington, the ousting of the Shah

able, ruthless and vain political

I^rom around 1971-3, that is, from
J? around the time of the change of

tator.

forgotten that their first Prime Ministcr, Patrice Lumumba, has become a

a

that he has had to deal with.
One of the results for both dictators
has been their ability, in any crisis
situation they have faced, not to act as

tunist.

urgent answer from the Zairean die-

right wing administra-

'IT'ven with

trying to prevent the MPLA from seizing power. However, while Mobutu
has always tended to side with the
ideological right, it would be wrong to
perceive him first and foremost as an
ideologue. He is more of an unrclioppor-

Once again, the writing on the wall is
getting clearer by the day, and the
question of where power rests in
Pretoria is requiring an increasingly

gesture toward Frelimo, one of the
liberation movements in the forefront
of the struggle against apartheid.

also to portray himself shamelessly as
the inheritor of Lumumba’s legacy,

despite the fact that he directly participated in his political and subsequent physical elimination.
However, while the situation may
seem the same from the
perspective of
liberation, there arc significant diffcrcnccs, once the situation is looked
at from a larger
geo-political point of

view.

For

both

Israel

and

South

Africa, Zaire is geographically convcnicntly situated in terms of air finks
the outside world, and to each
other. For the USA, Zaire constitutes
the rearguard base in its continued atto

tempts to influence the outcome of
national liberation in South Africa as
well as in the region.
It is along this axis, Pretoria-Kin-

shasa-Tel

sels, that

Aviv-Washington and Brusserious analysis of Zaire

any

in the Southern African context must
be conducted. Unfortunately, within

this short space, such an

analysis

can

only be schematic.
Tel Aviv-Kinshasa

In addition to what has been mentioned above, there are at least two
other serious reasons as to
why
Mobutu needed to re-establish closer
ties with Israel. Given the rocky relations that Mobutu has had with

Washington, having close relations
only with
but also,
indirectly, with the support of the
Jewish lobby in the USA. Although it
is not a foregone conclusion that this
lobby would rally to the support of
Mobutu with the same speed and intensity that it does for Israel, it does
offer a lobby which could be made to
work for Mobutu as long as Israel
with Israel provided him not
the support of that country,

stood behind such a move.
In the west, Israel has been

a key
ally of South Africa. It has supplied

7

armaments

and

electronics

with

military application. The total annual
(excluding military goods, whose figures are
kept secret) is in the neighbourhood
of US$ 250 million. According to the

trade between both countries

South

African

Ambassador in Tel

between 12-15,000 Israelis working in
South Africa,
presumably in highly skilled positions.(A/fln:/ics Tropic aiix et Mediterraneens, 27.4.87 and 25.9.87).
Up to the re-establishment of
diplomatic relations with Israel,
Mobutu had cultivated very close ties
with the King of Morocco. Up to that
point, it was also the Moroccans who
took care of Mobutu’s personal
security. This highly sensitive task is
Aviv, there

are

in the hands of the Israelis. In the
context of the anti-apartheid struggle
in Southern Africa, it is not difficult to
sec that Israel’s privileged position in
the Zairean security apparatus and its
close ties with the apartheid regime
create a formidable obstacle to reckon
with.
now

of the

apartheid regime, Zaire has always
been considered a key state. Still, the
liberation of Angola, the MPLA vietory are there to show that "having
Zaire

on

bashi. The commercial ties between
South Africa and Belgium are so
prosperous that the commercial attache of our South African Embassy
in Brussels once stated with great
are days when
representatives of
more
Belgian companies"
(Wim de Neuter, Jan Fermon, La Belgiqiie el L’Apartheid, Solidarite Inter-

satisfaction, that, "there
I

with the
that twenty

meet

nationale, 1986).

their side" did not constitute

insuperable obstacles to the forces of
liberation. For the ideological right,
the victory of the MPLA is simply a
sign that not enough was done to stop
it, and from Pretoria to Tel Aviv to
Washington this thinking has been
translated by a strategic policy of turning Zaire into the rearguard battle line
for the supporters of the apartheid
regime. If Zaire sent its troops to
Chad, why could it not send them to
Angola to defend Savimbi? The only
reason why Mobutu would think twice
about such a tactic before committing
himself to it, would be the memory of

there

were

apprehension

whenever

speaks favourably of the
former colonial power. The financial,
economic and military infrastructures
that have linked Zaire to Belgium, to
Mobutu

South Africa and other NATO powers
are such that these forces will try to
ensure that Mobutu’s personal will or

capacity to intervene both internally
and internationally on their behalf is
enhanced.
With the end of apartheid in sight,
the NATO powers are increasingly
worried about the post-apartheid

period, and they are clearly aware that
an unpopular Mobutu in Zaire could,
sooner or later, be made to exit in the
fashion of Marcos, Somoza, Bokassa
and Idi Amin. It is this prospect that
has made the refurbishing of the
Kamina Air Base such a central concern of US foreign policy and military

Belgian

com-

Kamina Air Base is already
being used to resupply UNITA, but it
will obviously be used to fight against
SWAPO. Given the important role of
the US in the agreement, it is not difficult to envisage a situation in the fu-

completely opposite to what

ture

nuclear industry. Thus,
the major US banks

former US Ambassador in Kinshasa,
Robert Oakley, alluded to when he
said that Mobutu does not depend on

shipping and the
while some of
have become
more cautious about providing financial credit to the regime. Belgian
banks as a whole do not seem to have
such qualms. Because of the credit
facilities provided to the apartheid

regime, Belgium ranks eighth on a
apartheid’s financiers.
Among these the Kredietbank ranks
third among the so-called "Dirty Thirty". 10% of Belgian electricity is
produced with uranium imported

world list of

anybody. The refurbishing of the

Kamina airbase has occurred in a context of growing military proximity between
Zaire and NATO powers.
There has been a multiplication of

joint military exercises with French,
Belgian and US troops.

from South Africa. Close to 30% of

is not new. Back in
X 1975, Kissinger had already outlined his policy of containment of

Belgian coal imports come from South
Africa. And so on and so forth.
One other example will illustrate the

communism in Southern Africa. This
called for closer cooperation between
the US and countries like Zaire,

intricate links between Belgian and
South African capital by way of Zaire.
One of the largest Belgian multina-

Gabon, Kenya, Ethiopia, the Comoro

province that originated from Angolan territory, as well as the humiliating disaster suffered by the Zairean
troops that went to help Roberto Hoiden in his attempt to capture Luanda

in

Washington-Brussels-Kinshasa. This
is not only because of the crucial role

Belgium’s

manufacturers,

tionals, PETROFINA

8

46

Xpanies operating in South Africa,

the 1977 and 1978 attacks of Shaba

in 1975.
The links between Kinshasa and
Pretoria cannot be examined without
at the same time looking at another
well
known
triangle: Kinshasa-

Zaire to the Belgian economy, it will
not
be
difficult
to
understand

strategy.
Tn 1978

and in 1981 there were 63. The most
active among these are the financial
arms
and
institutions
explosive

Klnshasa-Pretoria
In the view of the leaders

played by both Belgium and the USA
in Mobutu’s seizure of power, but also
because of the nature of the past and
present links between Pretoria and
those two western capitals. Besides
Germany and Portugal, there is
probably no other country in Western
Europe that has such warm relations
with the South African regime as Belgium does.
Sabena, the national Belgian airline,
has weekly flights to Johannesburg
with stops in Kinshasa and Lubum-

a

was once

caught

scandal that revealed how it

managed to ship oil to South Africa
through Norway. PETROFINA does
not appear on the list of 63 Belgian
companies which do business with
South Africa. But, among them one
finds a good number which are also
operating in Zaire, such as COMETRA, COMINIERE (whose chief executive officer is Tiny Rowland), ylA//,
etc.

Given the economic links that tie

rw^his strategy

Islands and South Africa. Then the

viewed as a way of
preventing the total liberation of
Southern Africa. Now the question
has mainly become one of how best to

strategy was

cut

the losses

in Southern Africa.

Turning Zaire into the next best bastion of western interests on the continent seems to be the answer. Based
on

past experience,

difficult.

Since

this should not be

Mobutu

came

into

Zairean military troops have
intervened in Rwanda, Burundi, the
Central African Republic, Angola,
Zambia, Uganda and Sudan. Even if
power,
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some of these interventions were mere
border skirmishes such as in the case
of Rwanda and Zambia, the pattern is
too clear for one not to
worry about
the plausibility of a growing Zairean

military

involvement

in

Southern

Africa.
In

terms

of

internal

politics,

however paradoxical that may seem,
the Kamina base will have the effect of

diminishing Mobutu’s alleged independence. Furthermore, if the base
leads to other military agreements, it
could lead to an increase of US and
NATO military presence. Such a

would allow these powers to
easily in Zairean internal affairs, and thereby control the
process of easing Mobutu out, just as
the US was able to do with Marcos,
presence

interfere

more

thanks to the two bases it had in the

Philippines.

the Chemin de Ferdu

It has been argued that Zaire had
hoped to be part of SADCC, and that
Mobutu has continued to try to be
part of that organisation. It is,
however, clear that, while the FLS
realise the benefits of having Zaire on
the side of SADCC, they have no
compelling evidence that Mobutu has
begun to cut Zairean ties to South
Africa. It can fairly be assumed that

this

was

the assessment that led Simba

Makoni, the executive secretary of
SADCC to say, during his 1987 visit to
the EEC countries, that "Zaire does
not need to join SADCC for her interest to be protected and
supported by

SADCC".
In the transport sector, statistics
from 1980 to 1987 indicates that ap-

proximately 50% of Zairean mineral
exports continue to be shipped
through South African ports. While he
has stated that he is in favour of the

reopening of the Benguela rail line
from Lobito to Lubumbashi, Mobutu
has continued to support UNITA,
which can always sabotage the line. It

should be noted, however that the
recent moves to reopen the
Benguela
rail line have been strongly
supported

by the Societe Generate de Belgique,
whose governor (board chairperson),
Rene Lamy, recently assured President Eduardo dos Santos that they
could provide the technical and financial help necessary to reopen the line.

The SGB

owns

90% of the shares of
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to

Matadi, and possibly later

Banana

rphis
recent interest of the Belgian
A

on

the

Atlantic

on, to
Ocean.

Among the prospective builders, the

multinational in the "Lobito corridor" may seem surprising, but it
should not be, because it is part of the

Soviet Union has

overall strategy of western., capital to
buttress Zaire as the fall-back position
in the face of "losing" what
they they
had considered their most impregnable stronghold. South Africa. This

provocation, it should be noted that
while the relations between the USSR
and Zaire have gone through
many

of the owners of capital who
return to the arenas of their earlier ex-

programme
between
the
two
countries. As of November 1987, there
were 200
Zairean students in the
Soviet Union, and the annual trade
between both countries has reached
US$ 17 million.

process

ploits should

not

surprise Zimbab-

who have recently witnessed
the return of those who thought that
life would be better in South Africa.
It should not be forgotten that the
SGB was also the major shareholder
of the Union Miniere du
Katanga
weans

(UMHK), the largest and most
profitable Belgian concern in Zaire
which

Zaire and SADCC

Benguela (CFB).

was

was

nationalised in 1%7. But it

only in 1974 that Zaire paid

up
the last installment of the compensation that the SGB had managed to extract. From the mid 1960s,
fearing and

anticipating nationalisation, the SGB
had used their huge profits made by

the

UMHK

to

relocate

itself

in

Canada, Australia, Mexico and Brazil,
where it opened up new mining operations or purchased shares into already

existing operations. Thus by relocating, the SGB was able to produce,

within

a
few years, an alternative
for the minerals that used to
from its ojjeration in Zaire. This

source
come

has yet to

be confirmed by data on
strategic stocks, but one may presume
that it

was this alternative source that
allowed the SGB not to be too concerned when the CFB was put out of
action by UNITA, in 1975. Now, it
could be that the western multination-

als

are
running short of certain
minerals, like cobalt, and possibly
copper, and that this lack of supply
has played a role in the serious interest taken by the western
powers
reopening the Dilolo-Lobito line.
However, while the SADCC arguments for shipping Zaire imports and
exports through Mozambican harhours make economic sense, the
Zairean government has been discussing with greater frequency and inter-

the old idea of "the national route"
which would mean building a 1,000
km. rail link from Kinshasa to Ilebo so
as to have one continuous rail line
from the mineral rich Shaba province
est

come

forward with

a

proposal to build the railroad. For
those who might think that this is a

ups

and downs, there is

fruitful

bilateral

a

small but

cooperation

Conclusion
Will the FLS be able to persuade
Mobutu to join rank with the progressive anti-apartheid forces in Southern
Africa before NATO manages to
entrench itself in - one is tempted to
say, bond itself to - Zaire to the point
of dissolving Mobutu’s importance
and dictate who the suceessor will be?
To raise the question in this manner
is not to suggest that the persuasion
will come from the SADCC governments. Simba Makoni’s quoted statement makes it clear that, at this
par-

ticular point in time, the ball is in
Mobutu’s court and that he knows
what needs to be done, and that he
knows that membership is out of the

question. How can one politically trust
a man who worked for
Lumumba,
then participated in his elimination,
and then sought to present himself as
the inheritor

by building

to Lumumba’s memory.

himself

said

in

his

a monument

As Lumumba
famous

inde-

pendence speech, referring to Belgian
colonial rule, "it is too soon to forget".
Ultimately the pressure on Mobutu
will come from the progress of the
struggle against apartheid both inside
and outside South Africa. A sudden
and total commitment by Mobutu to a
liberated South Africa could save an
incalculable number of lives. This is
not as far-fetched as it may seem, like
millions of people on this planet he
would love to be able to say that he

helped to free Nelson Mandela. He
also knows that this is his last chance
for being forgiven his
participation in
Lumumba’s assassination, and most
assassins do wish to be pardoned.
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INSIDE SOUTH AFRICA

Trouble in the Bantustans:

The
Rizu Hamid

Tanzanian

"Bop" Coup

journalist based in the UK and member of the SAPEM network

m

m

Cape Town

UBIM

'Poll Elizabalh

BLACK HOMELANDS

r^here has been strong opposition

from students and workers against
South Africa’s bantustan policies.
South Africa contributes up to 60% of
the homeland’s budget and pays off all
X

her debts and yet very few people reap
the benefits of the huge amounts of

being
pumped
into
Bophutatswana. Beyond the glamour
and prosperity of town centres such as
Mabatho, Mafeking and Sun City,
people are living in poverty, squalor
and joblessness. Most workers still
money

have to cross the so-called border to
find work in South Africa. If they are

lucky enough to find
worker
week -

can

earn

a

as

job,
httle

an average
as R15 a

barely enough to survive on.
People are not allowed to buy land or
have title deeds. There is a shortage of
houses and rents are constantly on the
increase. Schools

are

few and far be-

tween. On average one

clinic caters

for every thousand people...
South Africa and its stooges may
have been able to convince a few

1

10

people that Bophutatswana is a thriving, independent country but they
have not pulled the wool over the
majority of the pteople’s eyes. South
Africa and Mangope were lucky they
were only dealing with the likes of
Malebane-Metsing who don’t threaten
the status quo in any way. Their
thoughts should now be turned to the
day when the people themselves
decide to intervene to destroy the
present structures and system.
T T ntil

the South African Defence

U Force moved in to quash the attempted coup in Bophutatswana, the
coup plotters and the bantustan
momentarily became independent of
the regime in Pretoria. Unlike previous
coups
in South Africa’s
"homelands", Pretoria neither instigated nor backed the coup in
Bophutatswana last month. And yet,
so

effective has South Africa been in

convincing the world of its military superiority and intelligence network.

that initially most observers suspected
that South Africa had once again

pulled the strings to replace what had
yet another unfavourable
government. But as evidence of the
day’s events unfolded, it became clear
become

that President P.W.

suprised

Botha

was

as

President Lucas Manyane
Mangope of Bophutatswana, when a
military statement, broadcast on
Radio Bophutatswana in the early
hours of Wednesday, 10 February, announced that the ruling government
as

had been overthrown and that power
being handed over to leadership
of the opposition People’s Progressive

was

Party (PPP).

Planning and staging a coup without
intelligence picking up
any signals was a major breakthrough
for "Rocky" Malebane Metsing (the
leader of the PPP), Warrant-Officer
Timothy Phiri (thought to have led the
military coup) and their followers. But
South African

that is

as

far

as

the

success

and inde-

pendence of the plotters goes.
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A coup is a coup whatever form it
x\takes. It is always carried out by a
minority on behalf of the majority. A
coup in one of South Africa’;s bantustans is no different, except that it is a
greater faree because the minority
staging the coup is from an even
smaller minority of the ruling elite of

collaborators, who have chose to
operate within the bantustan system.

Bophutatswana’s coup plotters were
no exception to the riile.
Mangope
overthrown, the first thing Malebane
Metsing did after swearing himself in
as

President,

was to

drive to the South

African

embassy (the only Embassy in
Bophutatswana) to reassure the
authorities of his loyalty. Laurence
Mahila,

a candidate of the PPP, was
acting as the press liason officer on
the day of the coup. He said: "We did
the normal thing. We went to the
South African embassy and told them
we were in government and would be
cooperating with them". This state-

alone revealed the nature of
those behind the coup. Their belief
that South Africa would cooperate
with them if she herself had not put
them into power can only be
described as naive. And yet naivete is
ment

precisely what surrounded the coup
in Bophutatswana.
The scenario began at 2.30 am with
the arrest of President Mangope,
members of his cabinet and
than a dozen South African
Defence Force personnel seconded to
the Bophutatswana army. The soldiers
who rounded them up are alleged to
be members of the guard unit normalsome

more

ly stationed around the President’s
residence. A default in security logic
rather than professionalism lay behind
the success of these lowly trained soldiers rounding up so many high ranking officials in one fell swoop. For
obscure reason, the President
and several of his ministries all have
their homes within an enclosure
known as Garona. The guard unit has
direct access to the Garona buildings
and so found little difficulty in entersome

ing the officials’ homes, getting them
out of bed and marching them to the
VIP

loxmge of the national stadium

a

few yards away. However, how and
where they managed to capture the
South African military personnel -

amongst whom was the well-known
General Turner - is still not known.
Whether having caught such a big
fish with one bait made the plotters
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complacent or not is unclear, but they
made the big mistake of not capturing
those ministers who live outside the
Garona

buildings. That is why the
Minister, Mr Solomon
Rethebe was able to seek asylum in
the South African Embassy and contact Pretoria for military assistance.
He is said to have done this by 9 am.
Why it took South Africa so long to
send in its troops remains a mystery.
They have a large military base in
Zeerust approximately forty miles
away from Mmabatho (the "capital" of
Bophutatswana). And yet South
Africa’s presence was first sighted at
4.15 pm, when three Puma helicopters
flew over the horizon and began to
circle Garona and the stadium. By
4.30 pm a convoy of tanks and caspirs
had converged on the town. At 5.45
pm, the Chief of the SADF, General
Jannie Geldenhuys, a special representative of Foreign Affairs, Minister
Pik Botha and Major Kwena Mangope (son of the captive President)
appeared on the scene. Major Kwena
Mangope was the first member of the
Bophutatswana Defence Force not involved in the coup to be seen in public
since the drama began almost fifteen
years ago. Obviously, neither he nor
Foreign

the rest of the force were able to act
without the backing of the SADF.
Tt took approximately 30 to 40 South
XAfrican paratroopers and a few ar¬

moured vehicles to storm the stadium.

Mangope, accompanied by his

son,
ferried off in an official car
towards the parliament building facing
the stadium. Other South African soldiers were on stand by in case any
trouble erupted. The soldiers backing
the coup hardly offered any resistance
was

during the operation. There

were a

few shots and two soldiers of the

Bophutatswana army were killed but
apart from that approximately 60 sol-

diers were marched out, their hands
their heads and ordered to lie
down on the turf, face down where
on

they were subjected to body searches
before being escorted away in army
vehicles. Another 20 or 30 were captured from the parliament building
and the coup was all but nearly over.
At 7.25 a tired and still shaken-looking President Mangope appeared on
Bophutatswana television to reassure
people he was back in power and in
control of the situation. What he really
meant to say was that South Africa

had put him back into power and
Pretoria was back in control. In fact.
President P.W. Botha mistakenly said
it for him less than two hours later
when he, accompanied by Foreign Affairs Minister, Pik Botha, Defence
Minister Magnus Malan and Law and
Order Minister Adriaan Vlok flew
into meet with Mangope and his
Cabinet Ministers at the
South
African Embassy. Botha said, "We are

tonight back in control," but he hastily
added,

"the

President

of

Bophutatswana is in full control."

r^he
phrase, heavily loaded, highX

lighted Bophutatswana’s depend¬
politically and militarily, not to
mention
economically, on South
Africa. Mangope had to rely, not on
the Bophutatswana Defence Force,
ency,

but the South African Defence Force
to rescue and reinstate him. He

obediently pledged Bophutatswana’s
loyalty to South Africa and must have
tried hard to obey President Botha’s
orders to go and have a good night’s
sleep.
Following last month’s events, it will
be a long time before Mangope will
rest
peacefully. Warrant Officer
Timothy Phiri was captured two days
after the coup but Brigadier Sikame
(also implicated) and MalebaneMetsing as well as members of the
PPP are still missing. A reward of
R5,000 has been offered to anyone
who can provide any information
about
Malebane-Metsing.
Many
people believe he is somewhere in
Botswana where he still has family but
the authorities in Botswana deny any
knowledge of his whereabouts.
Even if all of those behind the coup
are

captured tomorrow, Mangope’s

problems will be far from over. Discontent has been growing over the
years
against Mangope and his
government, not only amongst members of the opposition party, but also
amongst the majority of people living
in Bophutatswana. Corruption, electoral fraud and political nepotism are
just some of the criticism made by the
plotters and shared by the people. But
whereas Malebane-Metsing and his
followers were targeting Mangope and
his government as the mainculprits,
the people of Bophutatswana are
pointing their fingers directly at South
Africa.
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PROBLEMS AND PROSPECTS OF REGIONAL COOPERATION

Some Reflections on the Crisis
in Economic Theory
Gilbert Mudenda

nphe current economic crisis is
A manifestation of

a

general crisis in
the capitalist world system. However,
it is generally characterised, especially
in developing countries including most
a

of the Southern African countries, as

merely being a problem of indebtedness rising from balance of payments
deficits.
In this

article, I shall make some
general observations about how this
problem is generally described in most
of the current literature by a large
number of professional economists. I
will also show why such characterisation is largely ideological and and has

nothing to do with the socio-economic
realities obtaining in the countries of
the region, in particular, and other
Third World countries in general. I
will further argue that the solutions
that are proffered by professional
economists
regarding how such
countries might get out of the crisis

largely informed by theories,
models and metaphors derived more
from the metaphysical beliefs of
economists, planners and policy
are

employment, income distribution, and,
more
importantly, the conditions
under which these take place. The indictment
to
our
professional
economists, therefore is that instead
of grappling with the real causes of
the economic crisis, they have tended
to be more fascinated by the intellecdial debate within the neo-classical
tradition and have failed to question
the basic assumptions of monetarism
and indeed the whole epistemological
basis of the neo-classical economic

theory.
To do this, I will
torical origin and the basic propositions of the neo-classical economic

highli^t the his-

theory

the

application of
problems of the
countries, especially the stabilisation programme of
the IMF. I will then highlight the
socio-economic

context

of

under-

development and dependency and ask
questions about why our professional
economists in general eschew the incorporation of this reality in their discussions and theorisation. Finally, I

makers rather than from concrete and
observable social realities obtaining in
their countries.
I will further argue that the current-

will, in

ly dominant economic paradigm neo-classical theory - developed at a
specific juncture in the development
of capitalism. As a social theory it
served the interest of, and pro\'ided an
adequate explanation for, statemonopoly capitalism. Currently, and

more

in the hands of the IMF and the
World Bank, it is being used in a more
blatant and doctrinaire manner in an

and

monetarist tenets to
crisis in developing

a very summary manner, outline broad directions for a more
realistic paradigm for discussing the
current crisis which could provide

satisfactory policy ad\ice.

It is obvious that such a project will
be short on detail. However the intention of this article is not so much to in-

form, but rather
reflection and

to provoke thought,
possibly further dis-

course.

Origins and Propositions of NeoClassical Theory

centration of attention on the market
mechanism
and
financial
and

monetary issues, at the expense of
more

72

I

serious issues like

production.

y ater development began to shade

A-ioff the social as well as the macro
dimensions in an attempt to turn
economics into an exact science. This

process culminated in Walras’ publication of the Elements of Pure
Economics. This "vulgarisation" of
economics reduced the concerns of
the discipline to focussing attention on

micro-economic issues. The focus
then was on individual firms, as the
units
of
production;
individual
households as the units of consumption exchanging products and services
in a free market at prices determined

by the laws of supply and demand.
Competition among producers and
consumers was

forced
move

the motive force which

supply, demand and prices to
towards an equilibrium. Thus

the market and the market forces constituted
the
dominant
economic

paradigm from the 1870s to the 1930s.
The Keynesian revolution attempted
to reconcile micro-economic theory
with macro-economic theory. This was
largely so because micro-economic
theory could no longer explain adequately the beha%iour of the market
place. This was heralded by events
like the First World War, the First
Socialist
Revolution,
the
Great

Depression, increasing social unrest,
and the advantages of a planned
economic developmem and planbased solutions to long-term problems
which were already beginning to show
from the experience of the Soviet
Union.

attempt to enhance the further in-

tegration of Third World countries in
the capitalist world system.
This is being done through the con-

cal economic theory was called then,
both a macro-economic theory
and socio-economic theory.

was

Classical

economic

theory as
developed by Adam Smith and David
Ricardo, among others, provided the
capitalist system with a theory of the
market. It explained the laws that
governed the creation and distribution
of wealth. Political economy, as classi¬

in

Thus, the Kevnesian revolution was,
effect, a revival of macro-

economics. It sought to explain how
the capitalist economy functioned in
the absence of free competition; and
how government regulation, could, in
the long-term, attain an equilibrium.
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To do this
on

Keynes focused attention

national economic aggregates such

aggregate demand, aggregate supply, savings and investment as a whole.
Macro-economics also
recognised
that the laws that govern the beas

haviour of aggregate units differ from
those that govern the operations of individual economic units.

B

of his ideological committo
the survival of the

ecause

ment

capitalist system, Keynes did not inanalysis of socio-economic
prerequisites such as property ownership in this theory. However, he was
able to recognise the fact that the laws
that determine the demand for
goods
elude the

and

resources were not

those

that

determine

the
their

same as

supply.
From this, he recognised that the role
of government was to regulate the
long-term and short-term discrepancies
between supply and demand, between
savings and investment, and between
manpower resources and their employment in production
(Osadchaya, 1983,

pll).

This neo-classical synthesis became
the dominant theory after the Second
World War. The Keynesian approach
to

managing effective demand

cepted

as

the basis for

anti-recession

and

was ac-

effective demand of government tends
upset the market mechanism and to

to

engender inflation. They further

that there is

a

argue
need to limit government

expenditure and other forms of direct
and indirect government

intervention in

the economy and to concentrate attention on controlling the growth

of the
supply (ibid 124).
According to the monetarists,
government regulation should be confined to eliminating obstacles to free
competition, such as protectionism,
money

subsidies and trade union
well

as

to

controlling the

ly. This then, is the

activities,

as

money supp-

current

dominant

counter-inflation

instruments became the basis for short

long-term economic

program-

ming.

as

it affects the economics of

develop-

a more

socioeconomic analysis.
However, the
school of thought which seems to have
won the day is that of the monetarists.
Their basic argument is that the
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to

privatisation of parastatal companics. These and other similar
reforms constitute what has become
known as the IMF medicine.
Xn

practice, however, the adoption of
Xsuch policies has not resulted in
economic growth, but rather in the
contraction of the economy; excessive

and

soaring inflation. In addition, the

do not

to

seem

work and the ad-

vantages of free trade

policy of sackcloth and ashes.

brought about development, but further underdevelopment and
depend-

which inform the IMF stabilisation
programme, otherwise known as the
IMF medicine and as Dell
aptly
characterised its policy advice, the

Monetarism and the Crisis in Third
World Countries
The IMF stabilisation programme
for Third World countries is
heavily

influenced

by monetarism. It is based
applica-

three central tenets: the
tion of principles of a

trade and capital transfers. The main
focus of the stabilisation programme
is the fight against inflation. Thus, innation is seen as the sole cause of the
balance of payments deficits. High innation leads to excessive demand i.e.

broadly based approach

port
and

ing countries. More specifically, I will
deal with those aspects of the
theory

monetary, and runaway inflation.
Together, they threatened the survival
of the world capitalist system. The
crisis was further compounded by the
collapse of the Brenton Woods system
of which Keynes was one of the main

stitutionalist tradition which is

prices

dismantling of imand foreign exehange controls;

incentives given to the private sector

monetarist
through
measures; and the removal of trade
barriers in order to facilitate free

collapse of the Keynesian
paradigm opened the ground for new
schools of thought. Among them,
there were those who sought to revise
or modernise
Keynes’ basic principles;
and those who sought to revive in-

union activities; decontrol of
and interest rates;

general. I will only discuss this theory

The neo-classical economic synthesis seemed to work until the 1970s.
The collapse of the neo-classical
economic paradigm was caused by a
series of crises: raw materials, energy,

The

auctioning of foreign currency);
imposition of credit ceilings in order
to reduce the
money supply; reduction of public expenditure on social
services, public infrastructure and
subsidies; reduction of government
budget deficits; imposition of ceilings
on
wages as well as curbing trade

under-utilisation
of
capacity;
retrenchment of labour; social unrest

on

architects.

the

economic theory in the 1980s, somelime called Reaganomics.
I shall not discuss the theoretical
merits or demerits of monetarism in

most of the

policies of most western governments.
His approach to managing
aggregate
demand through monetary and fiscal
and

market economy has the
capacity for
self-regulation (Osadchaya, 1983,124).
They argue that the manipulation of

economy;
economy

the

deflation

market
of the

artificially infiated by ineffectiveness
caused by state intervention. This
takes the form of budget deficits, subsidies and parastatal enterprises.
These, in turn, result in overvalued
currencies which

attract a fiood of imports and make exports uncompeti-

live.
It is from this sort of theorisation
that the IMF stabilisation programmes
derive their policy prescriptions.
These include: massive devaluation of
the national currency (in some cases

are not realised.
The end result is that the countrica
that implement the stabilisation have
all been pushed further into a recession. It is therefore fair to
say their
monetarist experiments have not

The reasons for this are not hard
find. As some analysts have said,
this policy of sackcloth and ashes
plays
around with symptoms but makes the
causes of the disaster worse
(Korner
ence.

to

et al

1986, 57). What the monetarists

forget is that the
economies do

nature of

not

developing

just have the

neces-

conditions for market forces to
operate. The economic cycles are not
sary

coherent

and

the

markets

are

There is a lack of
entrepreneurial initiative, the financial
transparent.
institutions

are

there is

social

overly inefficient, and
security system that
helps to expand the domestic market.
no

The Context of
Underdevelopment

What our professional economists
and their friends from the IMF and
the World Bank often
forget is that
the economic crises in
developing
countries is vitiated by both historical
and contemporary factors. These inelude the colonial legacy of economic,
social and political structures which

promote and perpetuate imperialist
domination, the financial and development policies which are
designed to
benefit the governing and
ruling clas-

13

of the majority of
the people, and external factors such
as the oil shtKk, high intcrc.st rates
and protectionism. Together, these
factors help to maintain monoculture
economies, small domestic markets,
exploitative stK’ial relations, non-introthe expense

at

scs

make about the world

they are inves-

tigating depend upon more deeply-held
commitments, which in turn condition

effectiveness of their theories. Such
commitments arc ideological in the
political sense, partly professional in
that they comprise what is acceptable to
duction of scientific education and the peer group to whom they arc adtechnology, and the acceptance of dressing their work, and partly functionoL in that they must be acceptable to
limited sovereignty. For the latter, it is
those who finance their endeavours.
instructive to note that IMF conditions have in

some ca.ses

included the

the

But, above all, such commitments arc
in

that

they correspond to

placing of Fund personnel in central

cerebral

banks and mini.stries of finance.

deeper, metaphysical beliefs about na-

importantly, and from what
has been said above, the crisis in mo.st
developing countries has very little to
do with economic (monetarist) factors. On the contrary, the more pertinent issues that impinge upon
economic growth and development

Hire, how it functions and
be understood (1987,3-4)

More

are

non-economic. Some of these

are:

dependent indu.strial development
strategics, neglect of rural and agricultural development; failure to diversify
production and exports; the absence
of social reforms; disproportionate
perks for high-level state and corporate

personnel; theft and corruption

in high
diturc

places and unnecessary expen-

more,

that

prestige projects. Furtherthere is, often, a naive belief
on

colonial

boundaries constitute

The

Response of our Professional
Economists

If there is a correct characterisation
of the context of the current crisis,

why

is

it

that

our

profcs.sional

economists eschew most of these issues in their theorisation and policy
advice? Why is it that, at the intellcctual level, it is often the other social
scientists that raise their voices against

IMF and
stabilisation
and struetural adjustment programmes. For example, during the period
of the auetioning of foreign exehange
in Zambia, the majority of our professional eeonomists supported the
programme. Part of the answer is to
be found in a proposition alluded to
earlier on: that the epistemologieal
base of the
currently dominant
eeonomie paradigm is largely a

the implementation of
World Bank sponsored

theoretical construct which does not
draw its inspiration from socioeconomic realities. As such it has no

policy relevance. Clark and Juma put
it more succinctly:
the kind of theories which economists

l4

have

iClark and

address the core issues in the current
crisis. Thus, instead of grapppling with
essential facets of the workings of con-

temporary capitalism and how these
affect socio-economic structures in

developing countries, they are drawn
to elaborating received neo-classical
proposition u.sing very elegant mathematical formulae. Clark and Juma,
further argue that this should not
us

because the neo-classical

economic paradigm is hca\ily influcncc by Newtonian physics. Classical physics provides the neo-classical
economic paradigm with its theoretical framework, and its metaphors.
This is why there is an undue preoc-

cupation with such notions as the tendency towards
an
equilibrium,
forecasting etc. It should be noted that
modern physics has long abandoned
the Newtonian paradigm. However, by
persisting to use a paradigm that has
become outmoded in

the

name

of

professional
economics has alienated itself from
every day problems which in themselves
know nothing of the ”discipline" but
merely cry out for resolution (ibid 10).

professionalism,

However, this is not to say that there
are no other contending theories. The

point that is being made is that as long
these theories are, in the main, still
influenced by Newtonian models and
the self-imposed disciplinary boundarics, there is no hope for intellectual
development and change. More poig-

as

nant

to

is the fact that their contributions

policy will continue to be at

socio-economic
with
realities and therefore of no real con-

variance

sequence.
1 am therefore

is

quoted at length because
Juma provide the basic
an.swcrs to my original question. They
correctly isolate the main rca.sons why
professional cconomist.s, including
those from developing countries fail to
T

surprise

logical economic units.

how it may

has lost its analytic fora together with
its
relevance
to
public policy.

an

urgent

proposing that there
need for a radical

paradigmatic shift in economic theory.

This involves the evolving of an
economic paradigm that will be more
informed by notions of hi.storical and

sociological development, and one
borrows
which
concepts
and
metaphors more from biological
science than from classical physics.
This is so because society is a dynamic
totality which is at once both holistic
and evolutionary.

ssentially, the outlines of such an
i-ieconomic paradigm include a
number of critical elements. Firstly, it
should develop models that closely
re.semble the sordid socio-economic
realities.
Secondly, such models
should be capable of identifying and

isolating critical areas on which to
focus empirical work. Thirdly, empirical work should be able to generate

propositions that
to

are
further enhance

versa.

Fourthly,

testable in order

theory and vice
the results from

theoretical and empirical work should
be able to isolate units of analysis,
financial
as
institutions.
such

managerial structures, social relations,
business and commercial companies,
cultural factors, etc. for a better unof
socio-economic
derstanding
realities.

Lastly, the paradigm should also,
having settled the empirieal and
theoretical problems, produce results
that are relevant to policy. Thus,
Towards a New Economic
providing the dynamic link between
Paradigm
social theory and public policy. This
It has been argued that the manner
way, the notion that science should be
in which professional economics deals
pursued for its own sake will be shown
to both hollow and ideological.
with the problems of underdevelopIt is my belief that if our profesment, especially given the crisis situasional
economists were to be part of
tion, does not provide us with an adethis
reconstruction
process they would
quate description and explanation of
socio-eeonomic realities. As such the contribute fundamentally to the evolution of an alternative economic
current dominant economic paradigm
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paradigm. This is partly due to their
relative autonomy from the deeply
held metaphysical beliefs in the cpistemological foundations of neo-classical theory. Here I have to acknowledge the force of profcssionalisation.
Nevertheless I also acknowledge the
force of nationalism as seen in the
works of past and contemporary ncoclassical economists.

economic crisis by coming up with
more realistic and relevant
policy advice. In this way, our countries
may

gain

some

respite from the incredible

IMF and World Bank

periments,

as

well

that the

and
the

reason

is that of the fact

divergency between theory

practice is

more

pronounced in

developing countries.

More imalternative economic

portantly the
paradigm could creatively contribute
to the possible resolution of current

sponsored

ex-

the humiliations

meted out to our officials at the Paris
and London Clubs.
It is also my firm belief that it is

through

new

more progressive
policies aimed
improving the welfare of the
majority of the people in developing

countries could
more
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economic paradigm

at

agenda
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T was

having a drink not too long ago
a
Kenyan friend. As you know
a drink with a
Kenyan always means a
lively debate. On this occasion the
theme was economic reform, and
structural adjustment, and all that.
Suddenly, with typical Kenyan
modesty, my friend came out with
what at first 1 thought was a really outXwith

claim. He asserted, with the
scif-confidcncc of a Mt Kilimanjaro,
rageous

that virtually all modern economic
wisdom - from the deepest insights of
Adam Smith to Karl Marx, from
David Ricardo to Paul Samuelson,
from King Solomon to Mao Tsc
Tung
could be reduced to a short string of

-

Kikuyu proverbs.

You can, of course, imagine what
my reaction was. 1 quickly challenged
him to convince me that the
Kikuyu

people had an adequate grasp of the
concepts of supply and demand.
His answer was spoken quietly, matter-of-factly: "The Kikuyu say," he told
me,
no

"that in the market place there is
mother, and in the market place

there is no child".
I submit to you, on the basis of that
humbling encounter with my Kenyan
friend, that if that sample was a cor-
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gauge of Kikuyu thought, we
might all do well by investing some of
our
savings into crash courses in
Kikuyu. And it is in fact on the subject
reel

of investment that I want to share

a

few thoughts with you today.
And like my Kenyan friend I am
going to be making what might at first
hearing sound like pretty outrageous
assertions.
Assertions such

as

that Zimbabwe’s

greatest problem

today is not the
shortage of foreign exchange; or of
spare parts; and definitely not the
shortage of finance. There is not, contrary to what the song-writer and the
singer might claim, even a manshortage, or a woman-shortage for
that matter: our rate of population
growth will bear ample testimony to
that.
1 would like to submit that there

are

today in the Zimbabwean economy,
fundamentally only two shortages of
significance: a shortage of enterprising
talent, one; and a shortage of investment

activity, two.

Not

enough enterprising talent

Let
me
speak
first
of
entrepreneurial talent. A few months

1

ago
ment

ran

into

a

Zimbabwe govern-

service

colleague in the departurc
lounge at Lilongwe Airport.
While waiting for our plane, we
started exchanging notes on life and
times.

Not unlike my Kenyan friend, this
colleague suddenly turned round and
started accusing me of economic
sabotage. You .see, Zimbabweans can
be even worse than Kenyans when it
comes to matters of
hyperbole.
I was naturally anxious to know exaclly what he meant. My colleague in
response went on to give me a few intercsting statistics that he had been
.studying on the migration patterns of
manpower between the government
service and the business sector. The

import of the

very

interesting analysis

that he prc.scntcd was that on balance
government service was suffering a net

loss, and by moving from my governpost a few years ago I had contributed to this outcome. I pondered
ment

friend’s remarks for a long
helped me to
crystallise thoughts that had been
plaguing me for quite some time.
When we eventually boarded our
plane back to Harare, I contrived to
over

my

while. His observation

sit

next to

him, because I desparately
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that

flight from Lilongwe to

needed to make a response to his accusation. And this is what I said to
him:

friend

Republic of Zimbabwe has two
public services.
The economy of Zimbabwe needs
both of these publie services.
The first of the public services is the
government public service. The second
of the public services is the business
public service.

me gazing at the sky. I had just
finished going through my weekly
dose of KwayedzalUmtunya, and I was

The

r^here has now emerged, in my view,
J. a very serious imbalance in the al-

location of the one resouree that is
most critical to the continued growth
and development of Zimbabwe between these two public services.
The government

public service has,

sinee independence, claimed an inordinate share of actual and potential
black Zimbabwean skills and expertise:
managerial;
entrpreneurial;

productive skills.
The business public service has been
left to make do with the very inadcquate, largely white, managerial and
skills base that

we

inherited at inde-

on

Harare.
But the

day

my

daughter

beginning to turn my thoughts to the
subject of this seminar.
So my daughter says, "Baba, if I had
the power to grant you just one wish
you had right now, what would your
So I

said, "I would like to become

the President’s only economic advisor
for two minutes."
And my daughter said, "what kind of
advice would you be able to give him
in two minutes?"
To which I answered, "I would advise him to fire all his best, his very

best, and only his best, government

public servants."
Whereupon my daughter retorted,
"But, Baba, you know the President
wouldn’t do that! He would ask you
what you thought he could do with
them."
To which I thought I had the perfect

"1 would advise the President

we inherited. Our best black
Zimbabweans; our most travelled
black Zimbabweans; our hardest
working black Zimbabweans; our

send them to SEDCO and to AFC
and to IDC and to ZIMBANK and to
ZDB where there is plenty of government means with which they can make
a much larger contribution to Zimbabwe than they are now doing."

patriotically minded black Zimthey were all summoned at
independence to serve the public
through government office, and to
help preserve what was to be found

"IT^e desperately need growth in the
T T productive sectors; it is the only
means available for eliminating socalled shortages, to generate jobs, and

within the
heritance.

economic

As

have
what

friend, we
done a wonderful job of policing
a

nation, I said to

my

to

most

babweans:

boundaries

of

our

in-

today that they know how to go
obtaining an IPC approval to

set up a project?
How many black

Zimbabweans

are

able to say that they know the difference between the Reserve Bank "E"
and an "S" form?
How many

black Zimbabweans are

today able to say they understand the
role and

importance of the Foreign

Investment Committee?

wish be?"

answer,

pendence.

other

caught

claim
about

to

increase

incomes.

Sustainable

TJ^or a long time,

indeed for too long,

the business public service
relied on the skills, and expertise,

has
and

of the white Zimbabsupply the critical "ecomotive"
functions that build up economic
muscle and keep enterprise running.
The white Zimbabwean, either at the
individual or at the corporate level,
continues to supply this essential national service today.
However, the nature of the investment task, and the magnitudes that
need to be attained, are simply such
that this input is not, cannot be,
enough.
In any case it is fundamentally not
correct, and in the longterm highly
dangerous, for black Zimbabweans to
continue largely as policemen, pounding the patrol perimeter, while within
perseverance

wean

the

to

fence

the

critical functions of

deciding when to invest, where to invest, what product to buy, what equipment to install, how many workers to
hire, who to fire, is left to white Zimbabweans or to foreigners.
We need a rapid expansion of the
presence

of

black

Zimbabwean

growth must ultimately be enterprising talent within the business
By and large that inheritance had founded upon investment - at a pace, public service. I eontend that a substantial portion of the existing void
and in amounts, and into productive
been structured to serve 200 000
can be filled by deployment, to overall
assets,
that
give
the
economy
the
people. With independence the
national advantage, of some of the
claimants rose to 8 million. We therepower to respond and service the
talent that, force of the circumstances
market
place
and
the
income
fore desperately neced to keep pushof history, is now- misplaced within the
demands of its populace. This process
ing the fence surrounding our inheritance outwards. The Zimbabwean
requires that the right kind of people government public service.
be in place to make decisions.
eeonomy must grow and expand.
Not enough investment activity
Meaningful investment decisions
Without growth, no amount of policare made by individuals who undering is going to succeed in maintaining
There is a disturbing parallel to the
stand the fabric and funtioning of the
the availability of the productive
imbalance 1 have referred to above in
capacity we took title to at inde- economy; who are able to read and in- the distribution of black Zimbabwean
terpret national economic developpendence.
talent and skills between the Government policies and programmes; who
It is essentially for this reason, I said
ment and the business public .sectors.
understand the intricacies of the
to my friend, that it would be a
A disproportionate intensity of effort
bureaucracies
which
administer
busicriminal betrayal of those who gave us
has gone into getting things to move
ness life and activities; and who therethe inheritance, and a gross derelicwithin
the Public Sector Investment
fore know where to go and what to do
tion of responsibility towards those
to
secure
the
decisions
and
Programme,
an intensity which has
approvals
who must be heirs to what we build - if
not been matched in the business secneeded to get things going in the Zimwe allowed ourselves to become a nator.
babwean economy.
tion only of policeman.
How
Today many a company I know of is
many black Zimbabweans can
This is what I said in response to my

16

SAPEM MARCH l‘)88

1
sitting on mountains of so-called
"surplus funds" which ought to have
long found their way into the renovation of existing capacity, the expansion
of operation, or the opening up of new

the auspices of SADCC; these cracks
have let in sufficiently powerful
breezes of competition to require that

put on our defences. There is no
defence in the marketplace that is

we

horizons.

stronger than investment, which leads

Today, virtually all the financial institutions within the money and capital
markets are thoroughly embarrassed
by resources they are unable to place
because the business sector is just not
borrowing enough.

growth; to better quality;
cheaper ways of producing.

to

to

rw^he second challenger is called Cde
X Balance of Payments. Between
debt and capital service and import

tween

now

X are bare where there should be
goods. Eager hands go idle when they
should be engaged in decent, produclive enterprise. The squeeze on our
balance of payments gets tighter because we are not
producing enough to
export and generate the earnings we
need to keep going and growing.
There are three challenges of
monumental proportions, that are
poised like bull elephants, ready to
charge into the Zimbabwean market
place. Only those enterprises that,
through investment into assets and
know-how, have positioned themselves securely will avoid
being trampled
down in the stampede.
The first challenge is already being

stretched and more. Economic survival critically requires that we expand
that kitty through sustained export

earnings growth, otherwise negative
BoP pressures are Just
going to drive
the economy into stagnation or, worse,
decline. Export growth, and sustained
export growth, requires in turn sustained investment into the productive
assets that are suitable and geared to
enable us to go into the international
marketplace, with the product the

market wants, when it wants it, at the
price it wants it, is prepared to pay.
And the third challenge emanates
from the exciting prospects of a
liberated South Africa: which for any

enterprise within Zimbabwe poses
a threat and a
challenge. I see no
reason why the business sector in free

felt, albeit in attenuated form, from
the process of liberalisation. The

both

closed doors of the UDI years are

South Africa should not look at servic-

coming under pressure. The cracks
were opened:
through procurements under aid funds; through the
PTA
arrangements;
through the
heightened business interaction under

ing regional markets more aggressively than they are able to do with the
stigma of apartheid hanging around

their briefcases. The threat of that
business assault is one that Zimbab¬

can

and that

terim.

funding requirements, our present
foreign exchange kitty is fully

'YT’et the shelves in the market place

that

enterprise

only meet if, beday, aggressive investment programmes have been effected. The challenge on the other
hand, arises from the prospect of that
vast market being in turn available to
Zimbabwean business. Again the opportunity is one which can only be
tapped if the necessary productive
capacity has been created and consolidated through investment in the inwean

A

helping hand from

Government DFIs
The entire network of financing institutions operating on the Zimbabwean market was
created, and functions, to support the investment and

development needs of the business
sector and the business public service.
From

the

AFC

and

ARDA

in

agriculture, to the ZMDC in mining;
from IDC in industry to ZDB and

SEDCO in all sectors: all these institutions stand ready to link hands with
Zimbabwean men and women with
ideas regarding our economy’s future.

By and large

single one of them
significantly undcr-exploited by the enterprise community.
By and large every single one of them
every

is at present

needs to do

a great deal more to
black Zimbabwean business
potential talent as an essential force in
the development and growth of this

engage

economy.

Development Planning - Zambia’s Experiences
Caleb M Fundanga
ike most less developed countries
J-VZambia embarked on development planning
immediately upon attainment of independence. To date
the
following plans have been
T

published:
-

The Transitional

Development Plan

(l%5-66)
-

-

-

The First National
Plan (1966-70)
The Second National
Plan (1972-6)
The Third National
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Development

Development
Development

Plan (1979-83)
The Interim National Development
Plan (1987-88)
In Zambia planning has been seen
as
the best instrument for rapidly
-

transforming the inherited lopsided
The major objectives of
development planning have been
economy.

defined

as:

a) Diversification of the economy
away from reliance on copper mining. The concept of diversification
has, however, changed over the

years. Initially diversification was
conceived in terms of establishment of import substitution

type of industries. When this type
of growth strategy started to encounter problems mainly due to insufficient foreign exchange to keep
the industries running, focus slowly

started to switch to agriculture,
b) Speeding up human resource
development through education
and training to facilitate
indigenisation (Zambianisation).
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c) To speed up social and economic
development in the rural and urban
areas.

planning

directives.

population.
e) To develop the transport and communications network throughout
the country.
Nature of

Planning in Zambia

a mixed economy. Over
the portion of the Gross

Zambia is
the years

Domestic Product attributable to the
Public Sector either directly or

through parastatals has been incrcasing. Like in ail mixed economies, planning in Zambia starts with an outline
of the major objectives and targets of
the principal economic variables such
as

the

Gross

Domestic

Product

(GDP), GDP per capita, level of
employment etc. The plan then outlines the proposed expenditure for the
public sector. This is the portion of
the plan that the Government is expected to implement. The plan’s expectations of the private sector are

Xn

Zambia the planning agency has
times existed as a separate minis-

Xat
try equal to all others while at other
times it has existed as a department of
other ministries. This problem has
been reflected in the number of times
the agency has had to move. Apart
from existing as a separate ministry,
the agency has been part of the Mini-

stry of Finance, Ministry of National
Guidance and was even under the Office of the Prime Minister at one time.

Currently the Planning Commission is

called the National Commission for

Development (NCDP). When NCDP
was created it was envisaged to be a
very powerful agency directly under
the Office of the President. Its administrative
head,
the
Director
was to be a rank higher than
the Permanent Secretaries who head
Government Ministries to enable him
to have authority to direct. This con-

General,

ception of the position of the NCDP
did not last long. As the direction of

changed, the NCDP
quickly changed. Its administra-

donor support

also outlined For countries where the

was

public sector is not very large public
sector expenditure is often geared to
creating an environment conducive to
private sector investment such as
provision of social and economic in-

tive

head

became

a

permanent

secretary and the agency came under
the Minister of Finance. Indications
are that the idea of a strong planning
agency

Results of Planning

Minister of Finance. Because annual
are approved by Parliament
expenditure whereas developplans are not, there exists no

budgets

for final
ment

legal or constitutional basis for implementing development plans in

Zambia. The Minister of Finance may
prepare an annual budget which is
very different from development plan

proposals without any fear of question
from the Auditor General’s Office.
In other countries this problem has
been got over by having development

plans also approved by Parliament.
A serious administrative handicap
of planning in Zambia has been associated with the status of the planning agency. In command economies,
like the Soviet Union the success of
planning has been attributed to the
powerful position occupied by the
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their goal
doing the exact opposite of what
the plan stipulates.
b) The Lack of Proper Planning
Teams
In Zambia, like in many
Third World countries planning
has generally been perceived as a
preserve of the social scientists. As
a consequence
we have people
planning some things they hardly
understand. This, therefore, leads
to ill-conceived projects, especially
-

those of a technical nature. The
ideal situation would be one where

interdisciplinary team of profestogether to do the
planning.
c) Basing Plans On Unrealistic Assumptions - Apart from the Interim National Development Plan,
INDP, (1987-88), all of Zambia’s
previous plans were based on unrealistically high projections of
copper prices. Revenue projections were therefore higher than
was possible. This then meant the
inability to fund the plan was an
ever present problem.
d) Excessive Reliance on Foreign
Resources
Apart from the
problem of over estimating domesan

sionals is put

tic

revenue

in 2Lambia

crisis

either in the form
direct investment.

resources

It is difficult to attribute any success
label to planning in Zambia, especially
when the country is going through its

economic

Zambian

tions of
loans

worst

resources

plans have def)ended on expectahuge inflows of foreign

has been revived.

bastructure.

TAevelopment plans are only stateA-^ments of intention. The implementation of any proposals
depends entirely on the annual
budgets presented each year by the

plan niay become impotent immediately after publication. In fact
there may even be some people

the

who may even set as

d) To develop housing, health and social welfare services for the benefit
of the large masses of the Zambian

Other sectors of the
expected to follow these

agency.

economy are

since inde-

or

or

Foreign investment has generally
been difficult to attract because
the policy environment may have
not been appropriate. It is, for ex-

pendence. In spite of planning Zambia has moved from a position of relative prosperity at the time of independence to the status of a poor
country. It is this that has prompted
some people to start asking whether
planning itself has not been the cause

ample, pointed out that while the
First National Development Plan
was based on expectation of high
foreign resource inflows, the

wish to turn to some
of the factors that may have contributed to the poor performance of
planning in Zambia.

been very

of the downturn in the fortunes of
economy.

I

the

now

Factors Contributing to Poor
Performance in Zambia

Plan

nationalisation announcements of
1968-69 clearly ruled out any such
resource inflow.

Although Zambia may have not

successful in attracting

foreign investors it was neverthe-

capable of obtaining a lot of
foreign loans. Many of these loans
less

to financing ill-conceived
projects. As a result these loans
did not contribute to any real in-

went

in the nation’s wealth. Part
of the planning problem in regard
to these foreign loans is that even

crease

a) Status of Planning Agency - This
has already been referred to
above. The low status of a planning
agency and the lack of legal status
of the plan document mean that

the accounting
loans is poor.

for these foreign

e) Ownership Structure - Although the

SAPEM MARCH 1988

exist side by
be argued

side in Zambia, it can
that both forms of
ownership in the way they have existed may have contributed to plan
failure. In the parastatals sector
the issue of accountability has been
central. Many managers have not
seen

themselves

able for
entrusted

as
being accountthe national wealth
to their
management.

Consequently huge

resources

have

been lost in this sector. The
private
sector on the other hand is
foreign
dominated.
The
interests
of

foreign investors mainly
profit

maximisation

shortrun. National

centre on
in
the

development
run.

It is

often difficult to get
foreign investors in such investment
projects. It
is important to note that there is

single country in the world that
with an economy
dominated by foreign investors,
f) The Failure to Realise that there is
No Success Without
Sacrifice Central to any growth
strategy is
no

developed

tion

at

a

of

enhanced productive capacity will be
able to produce more goods and services for its population in future
years.

In Zambia the

experience has been
that increasingly a large
proportion of
wealth has been going into
consump-

tion either in the form of free social
services or subsidies on consumption.

unemploy-

I have tried above to
pinpoint some
of the causes of failure of the Zambian

planning experience. There are obviously many other reasons that can be
given. In concentrating on aspects of
failure I did not intend

The situation

has got so bad in
that a larger part of capital expenditure is attributable
only to
recent years

donor funds. This problem can be
the level of the individual
Zambian businessman. Most Zambian
seen even at

businessmen prefer to channel their

profits into consumption rather than
reinvestment. The consequence of this
has been

a

slow rate of growth in the
economy
overall. This has had the
consequence

to

present a

picture that planning in Zambia has

been

total failure. There are some
aspects of success but these tend to be
overshadowed by failure. The Interim
National Development Plan
was

resource use

rate of

Concluding Remark

rr^his is true at the level of the inX dividual and the nation. A nation
that reinvests its current income into

pattern of

increasing the

ment.

future date.

on

the other hand requires investment
in certain areas where results are

only positive in the long

the idea that if you forego present
consumption you will be able to
enjoy a higher level of consump-

a

(1987-8),
designed specifically to address
of these

of failure. The
to reduce reliance on
foreign resources, it seeks to reorient
industries to the use of local raw
materials, it seeks to establish proper
some
new

causes

plan seeks

planning teams
are

etc. Once these ideals

accepted and people start

to

believe in their

ability to implement
plans without supervision

their own
from international agencies there is
real hope for Zambian

a

planning.

International
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ZIMBABWE

Introducing the new Minister
Foreign Affairs
Consolidating Zimbabwe’s Foreign
Professor Nathan
the current Hon.

publish herein an edited version
of an interview on the ZBC/ZTVs
The
Nation" Programme of 14th
February 1988. (Transcribed for
SAFES from the original by Sarah

We

Way)

Shamuyarira, Minister of
Foreign Affairs

(ZBC)

Matebeleland in an
anti-government, anti-Zimbabwe posture. The evidence of this is the establishment of Radio Truth which broadcasts every day from a clandestine
position in South Africa into
Matebeleland provinces and incites
the population against the Govern-

of the leaders in

That is the general strategy of the
regime there to try and divide and
weaken the Zimbabwean state. But
the
achievement of unity here
strengthens the Zimbabwean state and
is certainly not appreciated by the
regime there.

Farayi Munyuki (ZIANA)
Hasu H Patel

Hasu H Patel:

(UZ)

a

Chairman, may’ I ask

question, perhaps taking the debate
of Zimbabwe a little bit - because it

out

is continuous

Mwenga: Can we start by
looking at what’s happening in our
David

-

Policy

African Association of Political Science (AAPS)

ment.

Interviewed: Nathan

Panel: David Mwenga

Shamuyarira is a Founder Member of the

President of AAPS

of

concerning our relation-

ship with Mozambique.
Having had unity within the country
which gives us some leverage in terms
of the southern sector of the country, on
the eastern sector we have the MNR
bandit incursions and attacks. What

and

have been doing this over the last year.
And now you will notice that infiltration by MNR bandits is getting

less

side of the border.
Mozambican side the
Government is taking measures to
mobilise the people and to organise

and less on
On
the

our

FRELIMO at both a

political and

military level. This is what is needed to
organise the people more effectively
in the villages of Mozambique so that

be exposed.
real bandits, the type

MNR bandits can

The MNR are

atrocities they are
committing in Mozambique is indescribable. They are people who are
not worthy of any kind of support by
the Mozambicans themselves and we
hope this message is becoming clearer
to the Mozambican population as they

of murders and

go on

committing one heinous crime

after another.

Hasu H Patel'
some

Minister, there was

talk, at least some public

articula-

Africa. After the
tion, around ’86 and early ’87, about
signing of the unity agreement between
the possibility of federation between
the ruling party ZANU(PF) and ZAPU,
Zitnbabwe and Mozambique. Is this
can we do, politically, on the domestic
what do you see as the current thought
part
of the long term thinking that is
front, which will assist us in safeguardin South Africa, the reaction of South
going
on, on either side, as a political
ing the south-eastern area?
Africa to the unity agreement?
solution to the regional destabilistaion
by South Africa?
Nathan Shamuyarira: All we need
Nathan Shamuyarira; The reaction
to do is mobilise our people on the
of the South African people, the
Nathan Shamuyarira: No. The way
people as a whole, has been one of border, which is what we have been we are thinking and working at the
satisfaction that we have consolidated doing - forming strong branches and moment is to strengthen SADCC and
districts that can prevent any infiltraour position and therefore we will be
to strengthen the cooperation of the
tion by MNR agents. MNR elements
in a position to assist them much more
Frontline States as independent states.
have been coming in but they have not
than we have been able to in the past.
We need to increase our cooperation
been successful in penetrating the
A united Zimbabwe is desirable to
great deal.
the whole process of liberation of population. They have been isolated The question of federation is really
that is why they have been committing
South Africa. But the regime there
a question for the future and the inmurders and then crossing the border
region of Southern

a

disappointed

and its supporters are
and even sulky because

they were
hoping to capitalize on our division, so

the

that they could use one against
other. TTiey tried very hard over the
last seven years, as you know, to use
the people in Matebeleland and some

back to Mozambique.
But what we need to

do, and we are
doing this, is to strengthen our political work on the border and support
the people by strengthening the army
and police imits across the border. We

would have to come

itiative for that

from elsewhere, not from
We would not initiate that.

Farayi Munyuki' Cde
do

you

read

the

Zimbabwe.

Minister, how
situation of
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Bophuthatswana, the bantustan state of
South Africa, whereby the people there
had a so-called military coup and the
South Africans have sent troops this
morning?

Americans have briefed
has happened.

Well, it
bankruptcy of the whole
system of bantustans. We said a long
time ago that these bantustans are not
independent states. That is why we
don’t accept their passports here and
they are not accepted by the OAU or
the United Nations or any of the Com-

part

Nathan
shows the

Shamuyarira:

mittee of Nations.
And
what
is

us

on

what

It was agreed on the 28th and 29th
of last month by Chester Crocker and

the Angolan Foreign Minister, that
the removal of Cuban troops could be

of a general package. This
general package consisted of four
other items, namely the implementation of resolution 435 for the inde-

pendence of Namibia; the withdrawal
of South African troops not only from
southern Angola but also from
Namibia; and respect for the integrity
of the state of Angola. When these

among the states, progressive or-.
ganisations and other ones, to the
general position of sanctions so that
we can achieve a comprehensive and
mandatory sanctions programme as

the United Nations.
If we are convinced that this

trouble the South Africans step in
themselves and
put into office
whoever they want. In the case of
Bophuthatswana
they
reinstated
Lucas Mangope. Again they did the

misrepresentation of
what actually happened but we’ve
been briefed by both sides and now
have a very clear picture of what happened there.

to

same in Transkei and so forth. It
shows the bankruptcy of the whole
bantustan
ideology. It is the

Hasu H Patel: Minister, you have
been very involved in discussions and

of

So, there

was

centrepiece of apartheid but it has

meetings in relation to the question of
sanctions which has been going on for
some time now, and has galvanised
since the Nassau meeting in ’85, the
London meeting in ’86 and various
other meetings that have gone on, the
Non Aligned Movement in Lusaka and
so on. Could you enlighten us on the

of the implementation of the
policy of apartheid by the South
African regime it has shown that it is
years

unworkable. It has shown that it is

repressive and it has shown that it is
bankrupt as a state ideology. Even the
Group Areas Act, which is the main

towards sanctions, either the
full comprehensive sanctions or the
limited package that was commended
by the NAM Harare summit to most
progress

legislation for reorganising where
people should live in the cities, as well
as the Population Registration Act,
countries,either with or without the
which groups members of the popula- major western powers, particularly
tion according to their race, have all Britain, in relation to the Commonbeen
shown
to
be
completely wealth.
Do we need to go more towards sanebankrupt.
tions
even though we are suffering ourApartheid has been shown to be an
unworkable and bankrupt ideology selves
through the destabilisation
and we hope that this message will be- policy? What is our position?
come

clear to the rest of the world.
Nathan

David Mwenga: Let’s move north
into Angola where some agreement
may

have been reached amongst the
Angolans and South

Americans,

Africans for Cubans to move out for the
implementation of resolution 435. Can
you tell us what the resolution is, has
Angola agreed to the removal of the
Cuban troops?
Nathan Shamuyarira: No, the Angolans have not agreed to the removal
of Cuban troops unilaterally. The Angolans have corrected that and they

have

briefed

us

on
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it.

Even

the

only instrument that will bring change
South Africa but it’s an additional
instrument that must support other
factors: the liberation struggle, the
liberation movement, the mobilisation
of the people internally against the

apartheid regime, the disenchantment

been shown to be totally bankrupt.
And I must say that over the last

45

I

favourable conditions for the advance
of other factors in the liberation of
South Africa.
We do not regard sanctions as the

demonstrated that whenever there is
any

to

happen and South Africa were to become a target for internationally sponsored and mandatory and comprehensive sanctions, the pressure on that
regime would be very heavy indeed
and it would be isolated, diplomatically and politically. It would lead to very

have been fulfilled the Cubans will be
withdrawn in a phased fashion. This
four point programme is nothing new,
it has been on the agenda all the time.

happening in
Bophuthatswana, and what has also
happened in Transkei and Ciskei, has

were

Shamuyarira:

Before

I

your question I just want to
complete my answer to the one on
Angola by mentioning that one point
the Angolans insisted upon in their
discussions with the Americans was
the cessation of American direct assistance to the UNITA rebels. They said
the UNITA bandits should not be asanswer

sisted by both the Americans and
South Africans. It is one of the conditions in the four point agreement.

Coming to

your

question

on sane-

tions, the debate is continuing. The
main purpose now is to
much support as possible

gather as
worldwide

some

of the white sections of the

population about apartheid and the
whole direction of policy. These are
all favourable factors in the direction
o*" change and of overthrowing the

apartheid system.
But sanctions should not be looked
at as
one

the decisive factor, they are
of the factors. But we

only
are

proceeding to get as much general
support for the sanctions programme
as possible. There would be no effectiveness of the sanctions programme if
the worldwide support was limited.
Now we recently had a meeting in
Lusaka of the committee of eight
within

the

working out

Commonwealth
a programme

that

is

which is in-

tended to commit all Commonwealth

countries, including Britain if possible,
to the Bahamas package.
We think that in the light
situation and the light of

of the new
the recent
repressive laws that are being applied
in South Africa, that the call for sanetions may have much greater support.
We are also encouraged by the sanetions programme of the Nordic
countries. They have gone much further
than
the
Commonwealth
countries
in
their
sanctions

EEC is considering
the Commonwealth
countries. They have approved a sanetions programme which is not extenprogramme. The
as far as

going

sive as the Commonwealth one, the
eleven point one. Their’s is a five point
programme. But we want to push
them forward as well so we can get
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1

general

We in Zimbabwe

coneern.

committed

sanctions

to

and

are

to

a

of imposing sanctions
against the South African regime as

programme

soon as this is possible and we are
continuing consultations with our
neighbours, again doing it in concert,
so that we do not do it singly or in

isolation.
But 1 must say

though, that the

sane-

tions debate has advanced over the
last two years. Two years ago we were

discussing whether or not sanctions
should be imposed. But that no longer
is the debate now. The debate is
should sanctions be selective, volun-

tary,(even Britain is imposing voluntary sanctions), or comprehensive and
mandatory. Now the question is how
rather than whether there should be
sanctions. And that is progress on the
international scene. We have advanced in the debate. The next phase
should be to concretise this debate by

getting firm decisions in all regional
and international fora

on

the sanctions

programme. And I think we are going
to succeed. We may not succeed this
year,

but certainly by next

should be able

to

year we

succeed.

David

Mwenga: Cde Minister. Can
really minimise the effects of a visit
by someone like Strauss, a very powerful person leading a very rich state, and
the effects of such a man, even though
there have been these positive signs that
you

sanctions could work?
Nathan

Shamuyarira: Yes,

which has not been

widely known in
public, that Franz Joseph Strauss was
one of two politicians who was actually on the payroll of the Smith regime.
They were being paid by the Smith
regime to propagandise against us and
economic sanctions in Europe and
elsewhere. Actually being paid by the
regime on a month-to-month basis. So
we are aware of
rightwing elements
like that but I must say that the position of Strauss is not necessarily the
position of Helmut Khol, the Chancelior of Germany, not necessarily the
position of the German Parliament.
I hope that the German Parliament
in the EEC will proceed to accept the
measures proposed by Denmark and
other countries for advancing the
sanctions programme. We are having
a meeting here in Zimbabwe in March
for an organisation called AWEPA,
which is West European Parliamentarians Against Apartheid. So there
are parliamentarians in
Europe who
are against apartheid and who are
seeking ways and means of pressurising their own governments to adopt a
more effective
programme. These inelude West German politicians and
they will be here in Harare next
month.
So Franz Joseph Strauss is a wellknown rightwing reactionary. He al-

confuses people and always acts
against the interests of the people of

ways

Africa. That is well-known and his
visit has had that effect. But there are
other forces going for us.

we can-

minimise and we shouldn’t minimise Strauss’ visit. It did a lot of harm
in that it confused many people.
He
misrepresented the Soviet
Union while he was in South Africa
because he had just returned from the
Soviet Union and he misrepresented
the position of Moz2imbique. He also
went further than he had told his own
not

government he was going to go. He
own government he was going

told his

see the Mozambican government
and the South African government.
But he also saw bantustan leaders,
such as Gatsha Buthelezi and bandit
leaders such as Jonas Savimbi of
UNITA. He went much further. And I

rightwing and reactionary force all
along. Even during Rhodesian sanetions here, he was supporting Ian
Smith tmd I may tell you something
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cupied them lately is the question of
the Middle East and the possible convening of an international conference
on

the Middle East. Then there is the

question of arms, the disarmament
question which follows from the NLF
Treaty signed on December 8 last
year. Now there is discussion on limiting both short range and long range
nuclear weapons. (The Treaty covered
intermediate range).
And so the discussions are going on
with the possibility of a summit and
the Non Aligned Movement wants to
contribute

to

that debate and has been

contributing all along. Before the last
summit NAM prepared position
papers on the regional conference and
was

reminding the

superpowers

that

in their discussion on the limitation of
nuclear weapons, they should not for-

get the crucial regional questions in
Southern Africa, Central America,
Middle East, Afghanistan, Kam-

puchea and so forth.
So the Bureau is working all the
time and the Chairman, Cde Mugabe,
is taking initiatives. Only last week he
made a statement on the Middle East
situation deploring the massacre of
Palestinians in the West Bank and the
Gaza

Strip by Israeli troops and calling again for an international con-

ference. So the Chairman takes
various initiatives. The Bureau in New
York continues work on various fronts
and work is going on all the time on
the regional questions that are of concern to the Non Aligned Movement.

Hasu H Patel: Minister, can I follow
up on your last comment about the
prestige and importance of Zimbabwe
in foreign affairs despite our limited size
and resources. Could you tell us a little
bit about what has happened in terms
of our foreign activities and relations
after the NAM summit. There seems to
be some impression that things are
slowing down a bit. Is that a correct impression?

Hasu H Patel: Do you think that
now been an improvement in

there has

of our relationship with the two
major western powers? Secondly, what
is our relationship with the socialist
countries in contrast to the capitalist
tenns

countries?
Nathan

through the Bureau that is in New

Shamuyarira: Our relationship with Britain has been generally
good, as you know. We have certainly
been happy with the support they have
given to our neighbours in Mozambique. But we have differed with Mrs
Thatcher over the question of sanetions against South Africa and that has
been the outstanding point of difference. But your relations with the

York. Our Ambassador in New York
is Chairman of that Bureau and they

British Government
been good.

to

agree with the import of your question
that it has done a lot of harm.
But Franz Joseph Strauss has been a

One of the issues that has preoc-

Nathan

Shamuyarira: No,

we are

slowing down. As you know NAM
an organisation that doesn’t have a

not

is
secretariat

or

an

office. In between

meetings the Chairman takes various
initiatives but he consults members

are

meeting regularly to

sues

kinds.

and

programmes

isof various

prepare

as a

whole have

Our
not

not

relationship with the USA has
good and I must say it has
improved. I do not see it improvbeen
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ing

very

much until the major dif-

ference between us, the South African

situation, has been resolved. We differ
fundamentally with the US over their
policy towards Southern Africa, with
constructive engagement, which, I
must say, is dead as a policy. But still
the remnants of it remain. And

we

dis-

with them over Angola, over
their support for UNITA, their continued support for South Africa and
for Nkomati through South Africa and
so forth. We have many differences.
agree

Unless these differences are removed
I cannot see the possibility of our

relationship improving very much.

Our

favourable comment on this only last
week welcoming the Soviet initiative
to withdraw from Afghanistan.
So we have very good relations.

relationship with the socialist
of eastern Europe are
generally good. Relations with the
countries

Soviet Union and with all the
countries of eastern Europe are very

And, I must

say again, talking about
relationships, that in Africa as a whole
we have very good relations with all

good and normal. We have no disputes outstanding. We agree on most
or all international questions. We have
disagreed with the Soviet Union over
the question of Afghanistan before.
We voted against their position earlier
on but now we agree entirely with the
position they have taken of withdrawing Soviet troops from Afghanistan
later this year. As you know, our
President, Cde Mugabe, made a very

brother and sister countries and
this is something to be proud of and to
be commended.
our

David

Mwenga: Cde Minister, we’d

like to thank you very much. You said
your are a communicator by profession
and you really have communicated
with us. Thank you.
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LIBERATION MOVEMENTS

The

Gathering Crisis in
the Middle East

Amina Karim

rrihe revolution of the Palestinian

X youth in the Israeli occupied ter-

have occurred in these

areas

par-

ritories of the West Bank and Gaza is

ticularly in the West Bank. But there

showing no sign of being crushed by
the might of the Zionist military
machine. There are daily reports of
shootings, beatings, arrests and torture. The increasing intensity of the
struggle has pressurised America into
some face-saving diplomacy. Anything

has never been such a sustained revolt
in these areas. What is the back-

to restore

the status quo.

The uprising took the Zionist
colonisers by surprise. They had been
so confident that the military outposts
and blocs of settlements in the oc-

cupied areas would contain any
widespread unrest. Yet this has not
happened. The pent-up fury and
frustration of the Palestinian Arab

people have reached the point where
they are prepared to face live ammunition with their bare chests. They
see no future with their type of oppressive existence. To them the choice
is freedom
Sacrifice

death.
and martyrdom

or

is not
Palestine

new to the
revolution. It started with the first
rebellion in 1936 to 1939, when the
Palestinians tried to force Britain to

something

k

Heights in Syria. Countless clashes

stop Jewish immigration. At that time
the British were forced to bring in
20,000 troops to reconquer Palestine.
The British then deported
and had others liquidated

the leaders
by their intelligence agents. The resistance was
temporarily suspended, but the fighting spirit has always been there. The
creation of the state of Israel in 1948
with its terrorist gangs forced the
Palestinians to flee their homeland.
Those who decided to stay took up the

struggle, despite the great odds
against them.
Today we wtness another phase of
that fi^t. In the 1%7 Arab-Israeli
conflict Israel captured the West
Bank, the Gaza strip and the Golan
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ground to the unrest, particularly

on
the West Bank?
Israel has been steadily encroaching
on Arab lands on the West Bank.

Figures given in 1979 show that Israel
had already appropriated 33.3% of
the Palestinian Arab land. There was
a 12.4% allocation for security and
settlement purposes. By then there

91,000 Jewish settlers. They were
housed in 106 settlements of which 20
were around Jerusalem and 22 in the
Jordan Valley.
Then a settlement plan of the World
Zionist Organisation of 1979 stated
that within the next five years another

were

60,000 Jewish people would be accommodated at a cost of roughly US$54
billion. This included construction and

security. The average cost of settling
one family cost about US$ 2 million.

rphe
main objective of the plan was
X

build Jewish settlements in beand among the population
areas of the 800,000 Palestinians. This
would be in the form of settlement
to

tween

blocs, the motive being to surround
the major Palestinian towns and to
restrict

their

words, to

expansion,

ensure

in other

the slow death of

these towns.
Nablus is surrounded

by two settlements, Tirza and Elon Moreh. The
town Ramallah is surrounded by Beil
El, Givon, Maaleh and Adumin blocs.
The other

reason

for these

com-

plexes is to cut off the Arab towns
from each other. One example is the
Kadumin
settlement
separating
Nablus from Qalgilya and the Shevei
Shamron blpc between Nablus and
Jenin. The military strategy of the Is-

raeli government was to prevent a
united front of Palestinian resistance

against them and the settlers.
An amended five year scheme dated
from 1980 to 1985 by the same World
Zionist Organisation, known as the
Drobles Plan recommended another
cluster of settlements. The intention
was to enclose the only area left open
in the previous plan. These would surround the northern town of Jenin.
With all these settlements Israel

hoped to impose her domination over
a West Bank and would then legalise
her colonising activities and prevent a
revolt.

ysrael’s land-grabbing also includes

Xthe exploitation of the scarce underground water resources. Deep bore
holes are being drilled in all areas of
the West Bank. Powerful pumps have
been installed to pump the water to
the surface. Most of the pumping is
confined to the Jordan Valley. The
water

acquired is for the exclusive ir-

rigation of the land seized for Israeli
settlements. The impact of these welldrilling practices have been felt particularly in Jericho, where the salinity
content

of the water has been raised

considerably in the last few years.
One village situated near the Al
Auja spring had to stop all cultivation
of crops because the spring dried up.
This

was

because of all the under-

ground pumping. Repeated requests
by the Palestinian Arab people to drill
a new village well have been consistently refused by the Israeli occupying
authorities.
Since 1967 a ban has been imposed
on the drilling of new Arab wells for
irrigation purposes. There have been
very few exceptions to this stricture.
Existing water wells which are being
used by the Palestinian people have
been fitted with water metres, thus
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limiting water to the people. The indigenous population is at the mercy of
the colonisers. They cannot develop
their

own

water

A nother

/xBank

wells.

This

which

lishments would have

is

under

Israeli’s

economy. Since the
1%7 war Arab banks have been
closed down. All banking activity has
to be
channelled through Israeli
banks. The occupying power can
therefore exert economic pressure on
all Arab business enterprises. This
restricts expansion and economic

growth which would stimulate the
creation of jobs. Furthermore applications for high credit facilities must be
forwarded not to an Israeli banking institution but to a higher military
authority. Interest rates on loans
granted to Arab Palestinians arc
usually very high. All these measures
intended to favour and enhance

the

position of the I.sracli business
community.
The main currency is that of the Isracli lira, although the Jordanian dinar
can

people living under Israeli occupation.
Electricity supplies arc now also
linked to the national grid of Israel.

aspect of life on the West

stranglehold is the

arc

from time to lime. All these measures
lower the standard of living of the

also be used. The result is that

part of the Israeli inflation has been
transmitted to the West Bank. This is
because most of the imports to the
West Bank come from Israel and
devaluation of the lira takes place

Reflections

ensures

that all settler cstab-

enough

power.

The Arab Jerusalem company has also
been taken over - this monopoli.sation
is another form of harassment and

regimentation. The daily lives of the
Palestinian people arc under constant
control.

rw^hc

youth feel these restrictions
X very keenly. Circumstances force
them to go to Israel for work. Their inferior pay makes them an easy prey
for Israeli capitalists. Many of the Isracli workers secs them as a threat in
their own labour market. The situation
is aggravated by the freezing of new

public projects.
Since

December

is clear. They hale the Israeli occupalion, they arc not prepared to accept permancnl Israeli rule over ihem.
sage

TsracI continues in her ostrich like
Xmanner to ignore the world outcry
against the atrocities. Its image today

is that of

the

their
confrontation
with
the
authorities. Buses taking Arab Palestinians to Israel for work have been
stoned. The flag of the PLO has been
unfurled in public despite threats. The

people have called for an indcpendent Palestinian stale. The mes¬
young

merchant of death. It is

to

force the Palestinians

to

flee from

the

tKcupicd territories. This does not
seem to be the mood, their
courage
and
heroism
have
inspired all
freedom-loving peoples throughout
the world. The Palestinians

arc

fore-

ing Israel to .seek a political solution to
the occupied territories. She mu.st
recognise an autonomous Palestinian
national identity. The Palestinians
cannot accept an Israeli slate which is
a bridgehead
for aggression in the
region.
The

Zioni.st
regime has tried to brutally crush the
upsurge. Yet the .struggle continues
with the youth becoming bolder in
7,

a

desperate in its campaign of "iron fist"

Palestinian

Liberation

Or-

ganisation states that the Palestinians
have a right to resist Israeli occupation of their lands by all means in
order to achieve Israeli withdrawal.
The right to rcsi.st foreign occupation
is a legitimate right .specified in the
UN Charter. The PLO wishes to

just and comprehensive
that guarantees the inalienable
rights of the Paic.stinian people.
secure

a

peace

the ANC

(SA) International
Solidarity Conference:
Arusha, Tanzania, Dec. 1987

Julie Frederikse

on

U.s. Author and Journalist based in Harare

A young

black man strode to the
xxpodium at Arusha’s International
Conference Centre. He

only

as a

was

identified

member of the Congress of

South African Trade Unions, and how
he had managed to travel from apartheld South Africa to this socialist
Frontline state, or how he planned to
return without being harassed by the
South African authorities for his par-

ticipation in this gathering convened
by Pretoria’s avowed enemy, was not

from

mass

organisations inside South

Africa who had agreed to address the
conference on the condition that their
identities not be disclosed.
"We believe it is time to make a
direct challenge to the international

community," said the trade unionist

as

he concluded his address, "and we will
wait to see how you respond to that

challenge."

disclosed to the five hundred international delegates who listened atten-

rw^he challenge, issued jointly by the
JL African National Congress and the
United Democratic Front
and

lively to his militant speech. He was
among a handful of representatives

COSATU-aligned activists, urged the
international anti-apartheid move¬

-

refine and solidify its position.
"They’re all fl/iP-aparlheid," said an
ANC member, gesturing toward the
gathering of .solidarity groups. United
Nations and governmental bodies,
non-governmental
organisations.
religious groups, unions and student
associations, "but what are they forT
ment to

The December 1987 Arusha conference yielded a decisive answer to
that
question: the anti-apartheid
movement has pledged to direct its

support toward the ANC, as the sole
representative of those fighting apart-

heid both from inside and outside
South
Africa, and toward the
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r
Frontline States, the hapless regional
victims of apartheid’s second front.
The Arusha site lent symbolic sup-

port to the conference for Tanzania
has

historically hosted both moveand the PAC is headquartered
in Dar es Salaam. Equally important
was its chairing by Tanzanian Deputy
ments

Prime

Minister

and

Minister

Defence, Salim Salim, who is also

of
a

key member of the ruling Chama Cha
Mapinduzi party’s National Executive
Committee, and the keynote address
given by retired Tanzanian President
and current chairman of the party,
Julius Nycrcrc. Both gave
their
wholehearted endorsement of the
ANC and its armed struggle.

the British High Commission in Dar
Salaam did join the plenary (after

es

reportedly requesting permission to
attend from London) with similar lowlevel representation from the US Embassy. In his press conference at
Arusha,
ANC
Secretary-General
Alfred Nzo chose to emphasise the
contact over the past year between the
ANC and British Foreign Secretary
Geoffrey Howe
and American
Secretary of State George Shultz.
"In spite of the fact that Thatcher
and Reagan distance themselves from
us, these are things that would not
have been thought possible just a few
years ago," Nzo maintained.

r^he Seandinavaan countries, who

it to Arusha. The absence of notable
black leaders, from presidential candidatc Jesse Jackson to congressional
black caucus members, was attributed
to the funeral of Chicago Major,
Harold Washington, which took place

Palme, Lisbet Palme, sat

during the same week.
At the opening session, the British
government’s empty seat in the confcrcncc hall was filled by a black
member of the opposition party, Bernie Grant, who made a point of formally dis.socialing his delegation of
Labour parliamentarians from Prime
Minister Margaret Thatcher’s state-

Jamba, the southern Angola head-

the October 1987 Vancouver
Commonwealth
Conference,

Southern Africa.
Also present at

pronouncing the ANC "a typical terrorist organisation".
this kind of pro-Pretoria tilt
led the UDF to formally break
relations with the UK late last year the
impetus being the British

Tt was

Xthat

government’s decision to drop charges
against several men accused of plotting to kidnap ANC leaders in London. Many UDF and COSATU af-

X funded the lion’s share of the
conference,
had the most
high-

profile governmental

representation

in Arusha. The widow of assassinated
former Swedish Prime Minister Olaf
on the dais,
along with
a host of governmental
and
non-governmental
delegates.

Sweden’s Ambassador Anne Marie
Sundbom was slightly delayed arriving
in Arusha, for she had rushed first to

quarters

of the South African and US

backed UNITA movement, to receive
two freed Swedish aid workers taken

hostage by Jonas Savimbi’s rebel

army
and held for several months. In her

speech, Sundom noted that half of
Sweden’s

Z$90

bilateral

total

million,

was

aid,

some

earmarked

for

the eastern socialist countries. Among
the hundreds of solidarity messages

(whose delivery to the forum took up
more than a day’s worth of sessions,
much

to

the

frustration

of

many

delegates)

was one from the Deputy
Chairman of the Presidium of the
LlSSR’s Supreme Soviet and a member of the Soviet Communist Party

central committee, Yan Yagris. The
statement
contained
an
essential
clarification endorsing the ANC's

Japanese government representatives

position

a

protest against their continued

opposition to the imposition of effective
economic
sanctions
against
Pretoria.
The ANC’s stance is less hard-line,
for it extended invitations to the confcrence to all members of the EEC as
well as the United States. After the

opening session
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a

representative from

of the speculation

a new

cial and
academics

atypical views of two
and
(Goncharov
Starushenko) at the Soviet Institute of
African Studies.
For the international press corps
gathered to cover the conference, the
focus was inevitably on the question of

negotiations with Pretoria, and ANC
President Oliver Tambo thus addressed the issue in great detail in his

speech to the opening session.
can be no solution of the
African question until our

"There

South

is transformed into a united,
democratic and non-racial entity, until
the people themselves exercise power
a system of one-person, onein a unitary state," said Tambo.
The ANC also distributed the statement of its National Executive Committee of October 1987, which argued
that Pretoria’s objective in raising the
issue of negotiations was to "defuse
the struggle inside our country by

through
vote

holding out false hopes of a just political statement which the regime has
every intention to block" as well as to
sabotage the international sanctions
campaign.
rrthe ANC’s offensive

the need for the creation
of conditions necessary for a political
solution, such as the release of political prisoners, the unbanning of the
ANC and the withdrawal of security
forces from the tow-nships of South
Africa. According to a prominent
on

member of the Moscow-based AfroAsian Solidarity Committee who attended the conference, 'Viacheslav

on

the

recur-

A ring issue of "talks about talks" was
clearly aimed at pre-empting the kind
of speculation that had deflected
press coverage during the September
1987 conference

the conference were
delegations from the Soviet Union and

filiated organisations also refused to
meet with American, West German or
as

source

shift in Soviet policy on
Southern Africa was merely the recent
translation into English of the unoffiabout

country

Anti-apartheid campaigners from
41 countries attended the four-day
conference officially entitled Peoples
of the World Against Apartheid for a
Democratic South Africa, although few'
of the invited US public figures made

ment at

Tetiokin, the

on

Children

Under

Apartheid, held in Harare. The ANC
also responding to Pretoria’s
decision in November 1987 to release
the text of an editorial that appeared
in the ANC journal, Sechaba, which is
banned in South Africa along with all
other ANC publications. While the
Sechaba editorial had attempted to
contextualise the ANC's policy of

was

meeting

white

businessmen

and

Afrikaaner intellectuals, and to differentiate such early feelers from formal negotiations. Pretoria apparently

hoped to portray the ANC as unwilling to negotiate. Evidence of the
failure of Pretoria's ploy came from
the New Nation, a Catholic Churchfinanced weekly (now threatened with
closure by the South African Minister
of Home Affairs) which gleefully

reprinted the Sechaba editorial in full,
alongside a lengthy explication of the
views of the UDF, headlined: Talk to
Botha? He won't let us talk to oursel-
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Botha? He won’t let

us

talk to oursel-

ve^!

sion, spoke anonymously in

effort
security
problems upon returning home. The
speaker representing South African
youth echoed the ANC and UDF
stance on the negotiations issue, arguing dramatically that "the table on
which the negotiations have to take
place is covered with a cloth of blood".
"When you listen to what those from
to

It was this deteriorating state of
relations between Botha and the UDF
that accounted for the small numbers
of activists from inside South Africa
who travelled to Arusha for the confcrcnce. In a press briefing as the confcrcnce got underway, ANC Department of Information Director, Thabo

an

minimise their inevitable

Mbeki, revealed that intimidation by

inside South Africa have to say, you

the South African government

get a real education as to the level of

to

a

general

democratic

decision

movement

had led
by the

inside

the

country to cut down on the numbers
delegates sent to Arusha. According to Mbeki, representatives from at
least one western country were ap-

of

proached by Pretoria and warned that
their funding of delegates’ travel to
the conference from South Africa
could result in serious complications

diplomatic relations. In the face of
such threats, a planeload of delegates
aborted their trip to Arusha during a
layover in Zimbabwe. The feeling was
to

that the government would crack
down on participants at an ANC-

sponsored conference, especially as it
followed so closely on the heels of the
very successful Harare children’s confcrcnce.
This attitude also led

to far

fewer

delegates being mandated from South
African organisations than originally
intended.
We decided in the end that we just
couldn’t afford to sacrifice more of

people," confided an activist who
attended a church-sponsored confcrcnce on apartheid in Harare but
our

did not go to Arusha. "You have to

weigh up the pros and cons of sending
people out for such direct contact
with the movement."
Tn

retrospect, the media emphasis on
few delegates made it to

Xhow

Arusha from South Africa served as a
useful form of protection for those
who did go, and allowed for a wider
range of South Africans, from students to businessmen, to hold private,

totally unheralded consultations with
various ANC departments.
Whatever the risks taken by the
South Afrieans who addressed the

conferenee, their presence had a palpable Impact on the international
delegates who heard them. Six activists,
representing
UDF
and
COSATU, speaking for workers,
youth,
women,
rural
residents,
religious bodies and the legal profes¬
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political consciousness that has
developed among the South African
people," said the Washington Office
on Africa’s Damn Smith. "Many of
them are calling directly and publicly under Emergency regulations - for
support of the ANC, for socialism and
we

in the US need to hear this."

l^or Jim Cason, a researcher with
X; the

American

Committee

Africa, the real value of the

on

con-

fcrcnce came in private meetings outside the public sessions. "This conference has provided us with an op-

portunity to dialogue with the trade
unions in South Africa and learn betthe kind of actions we can take to
assist them," explained Cason. "This
ter

banks, have pulled out of South
phase, of tightening
up the loophole-riddled existing sanetions packages and pressing for them
to be made mandatory and comprehensive, will be even more chalIcnging for the international solidarity
network, for, as the ACOA’s Cason
put it, "We’re not good at nuances, at
making different responses to differing conditions".
Africa. The next

A t its most recent national congress,

/\COSATU suggested various preconditions for disinvesting companies
to abide by: keeping unions abreast of
each company’s disinvestment, including a year’s advance notice of
withdrawal; requiring new owners to
maintain union recognition agreements, embracing worker benefits and
the control of pension funds; specific
compensation formulae, c.g. workers
receiving a month’s pay per year of
service or the guarantee of five years
employment. COSATU feels it should
now be the task of the international
sanctions lobby to press business not

only to disinvest, but to do so in accordance with such general conditions.

helps us to ensure that when companics are divesting from South Africa
they are consulting with the workers
and meeting their demands." Cason
said his most valuable experience at
Arusha came in a long discussion he

In theory, the means of ensuring
coordination
between
workers’
demands in South Africa and pressure
from their supporters outside seems

held with

emplified by

a

COSATU member who

happened to be a shop steward at a
US company in South Africa that
ACOA is targeting for a boycott.
"Now, when we go to this company
and say, "You ought to get out of
South Africa," said Cason, "we can
also add, and you ought to negotiate
with the workers who are making
these specific demands."
This new-found sensitivity toward
the need for input into international
sanctions campaigns from the South
African labour movement formed a
central theme of behind-the-scenes
deliberations at the conference. Over
the
past three years since the
American Free South African Movement breathed new life into the
decades-old drive to isolate apartheid,
the context of such campaigns has

changed completely:

the US,

Commonwealth, the Nordic
most

the

states and

of the EEC have all enacted

basic sanctions legislation and more
than 200 companies, including top
multi-nationals and all major Western

simple enough. In practice, there
more nuances to

a

contend

with,

are

as ex-

novel agreement beCompany and

tween the Ford Motor

the National Union of Metalworkers
of
South
Africa
(NUMSA, a
COSATU affiliate) concluded on the
eve of the Arusha conference.
Ford undertook to give part of its

holding in the South African Motor
Corporation (Samcor, created when
Ford began scaling down its involvement

in South Africa

more

than

a

year

ago) to a trust fund controlled by the
mainly black workforce. While the
agreement docs comply with the
COSATU requirement that the assets
and wealth of disinvesting foreign
companies not leave the country and
instead be

used

in

vehicles.

com-

ponents, service parts, management
and technical assistance to Samcor
violates the US sanctions lobby’s
demand that disinvestment extend to

franchising and licensing agreements.
In addition, NUMSA’s acceptance of
this deal represents a minority viewpoint in contrast with COSATU’s
resistance to employ/employec share-
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ownership plans. The National Union
of Mineworkers, COSATU’s largest
and most powerful affiliate, recently
rejected a similar share offer and the
COSATU-aligned
Labour
and
Economic Research Centre in Johan-

ne.sburg has condemned such schemes
as
aiming "to draw black South
Africans

into

the

benefits

of

capitalism" which is seen as "particularly inappropriate in a context
where most black workers do not

earn

living wage and would be better off
gaining higher wages than shares in a
company".
a

A

s

to

implications of this still-un-

zmrcsolvcd debate for the activists
assembled in Arusha, researcher Rob

new

damn sanctions

of

pears to

more

than she ap-

damn apartheid". As for the

US, it remains to be

seen

whether this

election year

will serve to widen opposition to President Reagan’s pro-

is evidenced by South
fastest-growing new industry:
sanctions-busting. Backdoor efforts to

well as mounting vigilante attacks on
UDF and COSATU members, about
attacks on future ANC government by

evade

a contra-type army, possibly including
elements from Gatsha Buthelezi’s In
katha movement, the PAC and/or
other
minority groupings. The
COSATU delegate made a bid for

supporters
Africa’s

even
the weak sanctions of
South Africa’s major trading partners

(which do not restrict imports of
strategic minerals nor seriously affect
financial links

or

transfers of technol-

elusion:
labour’s

tional Trade, chaired by a veteran
Rhodesian sanctions-buster, while the

Africa’s Damn Smith also noted that
of Ford’s vice-presidents had ap-

are coordinated by the newly-established Secretariat for Unconven-

public version is managed through

few years ago

Ford would

never

have

consult with us."
Thus the international anti-apartheid movement now finds itself in a

position not unlike that of the ANC whose leadership has over the past
two years received a steady stream of
visits from businessmen to Afrikaans

politicians. Both movements are still
far from wielding power, but both are
increasingly determining the agenda
in international

moves

two

movements) in

acutely vulnerable, with soaring unemployment and inflation rates accompanied by declining investor confidence and deepening international
isolation. Despite lax enforcement,
even
the present sanctions have
dented South Africa’s economy: the

these kinds of reports

campaigners who plotted the attainment of comprehensive, mandatory in-

liberal and moderate whites away
from President P.W. Botha’s camp,
and the international solidarity movement is also widening its base.

ternational sanctions at Arusha, and
in this spirit of confidence they turned
their attention to the anticipated future scenario after the achievement of
their goal of dismantling apartheid. It

policy is so out of step with British
publie opinion that she may be forced
by her own supporters to get tough
with Pretoria.
Chairman
Africa
British-Southern

of the
All-Par-

liamentary Group, Ivor Stanbrook,

28

on

that

was

keynote speaker Julius Nyerere

who focussed attention

on

the challen-

of post-apartheid South Africa,
telling the delegates that, "We must
not try to pretend that the struggle for
justice and democracy in South Africa
will end on the day when the apartheid government is replaced by a
government of the people, for that
ges

Mozambique during the Rhodesia/

Zimbabwe liberation struggle, the destabilisation of the Frontline States

might force them to accept
negotiated settlement.

a prema-

ture

"We know the sacrifices that the
Frontline States have endured and we
us,

Xbuoyed the spirits of the sanctions

ex-

of

voieed another eoncern: that, reminiseent of the pressure brought to bear

are

ANC, and the UDF inside South
Africa, are mounting campaigns to

head of a new grouping that feels that
the Prime Minister’s South African

rebel

free South Africa."

a

"Savimbis and
Renamos", the COSATU delegate

American Chamber of Commerce in

Tt was

Britain, a right wing Conservative
Party member of Parliament is at the

vTperience

Johannesburg recently announced
that exports of commodities banned
under the US Anti-Apartheid Act
have "effectively dried up", to cite just
one example.

towards erod-

In

African-backed

South

iven the Frontline States bitter

ing apartheid’s domestic and international base of support. Just as the
woo

(UNITA and the MozambiNational Resistance Movement,

ing campaign run under the slogan
Free enterprises frees people - sanctions
Pretoria has good reason to worry
about the effects of sanctions, for current trends and future projections
show the South African economy as

sent someone to

Renamos

million-dollar international advertis-

don’t.

movement," said Smith. "A

united action in support of the ANC
head off such an onslaught, saying,
"we don’t want any Savimbis or
to

que

proached his organisation and several
others with a copy of the shares plan
to ask their opinion. "This is an indicavestment

concern in ANC and
circles, especially in light of the
current Inkatha-UDF war in Natal, as
UDF

a

one

tion of the tremendous pressure on
American corporations by the disin-

continued need for international support was echoed by the delegates from
inside
the
country.
There
is

widespread

ogy)

-

government
support

our

Pretoria stance.
A clear indication of the worry
caused to Pretoria by the increased international reeognition being aecorded both the ANC and its activist

Davic.s, of Maputo’s Centre of African
Studies, summed up the common con"Our duty is to support
right to make demands on
disinvesting capital, so we needn’t endorse
or reject - the final compromise". The Washington Office on

will have urgent need
and understanding,
especially in its early years."
This theme of the vulnerability of
post-apartheid South Africa and its

complains that Thatcher "appears to

encouraged that Cde Nyerere, like
believes that conditions are not yet

conducive to negotiations," he told the
conference. "We’re going to go back
and tell our people that the Frontline
States are standing behind us." A
veteran Tanzanian observer of the
Southern
African
decolonisation

concurred with that analysis
speech: "Mwalimu was
foreclosing the option of him - or the
Frontline States
brokering a settleprocess

of Nyerere’s

-

with Pretoria."
This defiant Frontline States stance

ment

is

timely, for 1987 saw the first deadly
Renamo incursions into Zimbabwe -

complete with the characteristic hacked-off

ears

and

noses

of innocent

while Tanzania, and even
Malawi, now have troops fighting
Renamo in Mozambique.
Margaret Thateher’s latest gambit
peasants

-

divert calls for sanctions has been
the announcement of stepped-up aid
to the Frontline States. Like the
to

SAPEM MARCH 1988

British Industry Committee "Marshall
Plan" to plough funds into black advancement schemes in South Africa in

with a useful rationale for their South
African ties, post-apartheid
planning
further enables them to invest in

place of enforcing and strengthening
sanctions, roundly rejected by both
the UDF and the ANC, the Frontline
States aid scheme

dismissed at
Arusha as a "leaky tap solution".
Frontline State delegates to the conference urged that the focus rather be

Solidarity

also argued for
against international
manouevres toward
shaping the postapartheid economy and society.
"While providing US corporations
groups

to

"South Africa," contended the New
York based Interfaith Centre on Cor-

was

shifted to "eradicating the source of
the problem: South Africa".

(^vigilance

specific programmes which aim
shape the future.
porate Responsibility in
to the conference. "The

its statement
emphasis on

training black workers and

black

function more produclively within the existing system, like
support for black businesses, prepares
South Africa’s economy for a
change
managers to

of hands

rather

than

a

structural

transformation."
It

was

that

transformation

society that united the activists

as

they

headed home from Arusha to press
for "people’s sanctions’" aimed at

breaking the ties that bind their
governments to Pretoria. As the pressure

ment

mounts for a

with

negotiated settle-

inevitable

concessions
forecast by all sides - the success of
the
Arusha
conference will
be
measured not only by the immediate

popular mobilisation that results, but
by the level of insight and analysis
that guides the international antiapartheid movement in the ever more
challenging .struggles that lie ahead.
also

goal of the structural
of

South

African

BOOKSELLERS & STATIONERS TO THE NATION
WE ARE HAPPY
TO BE

Kingstons
Is A
Network
Giving

ASSOCIATED
WITH THE

SOUTHERN AFRICAN
POLITICAL
AND ECONOMIC
JOURNAL

Support
To
Our
Nation’s
Schools

^^Kmgstem
^

SAPEM MARCH 1988

LIMITED

29
.

L.

r

BEHIND THE NEWS

The

Day They Burnt The Union Jack:
How Nigerians Received
Margaret Thatcher

Reports from Lagos

Sully Abu

Mrs. Thatcher, with husband

Denis (first right), saluting horse riders in Kano,

Nigeria

(Photo: Jide Agency - Jones)

Ohe arrived in Lagos in the harmathaze of early January, dressed
in a white skirt-suit adorned by bold
black patterns. A white-banded black
hat completed the attire of Britain’s
first lady Prime Minister as she

l3tan

emerged from

a

Nigeria’s President Ibrahim Babangida.
She did not however succeed in con-

vincing Nigerians that this attitude,
like her attire, was anything other than

skin-deep. She had persisted in hei
desire to visit over the disinclination
of the Nigerian government which had
warned that her coming was inopportune,

given the people’s deeply-held

Royal Airforce plane,

barely pausing to acknowledge the
traditional dancers out to give an
African welcome. She did look smart
but she also reminded older Nigerians
of the bored wife of the old British
colonial officer determined to relieve
her boredom in the Dark Continent by

suffering through the natives’ attempts
at providing amusement.
But there was also the question of
the deliberate choice of colours. Had
the Iron Lady finally come to terms
with seeing the world in black and
white?
"I know how
^

were

strongly I’d feel if I

discriminated against because

of

the colour of my skin," she cooed later
before an audience that included

30

Thatcher's visit to register their opposition to her
(Photo: Jide Agency - Jones)

Protesters in Kano line the route of Mrs.

presence.
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buses,

The

protesters, many
whom

clad in

were

anti-apartheid

T-

shirts and carried

pressive
kept up
morale,

of
ex-

banners,

high
singing in
a

denunciation

Thatcher,

of

Reagan

and Botha.

^""Vverhead bridges

V./on the streets of

Lagos, especially

plastered with banners and
buntings expressing
solidarity

with the ANC and
SWAPO
and

denouncing her visit.
At
the
airport,
police security
Protesting Thatcher’s visit

at Lagos Airport
(Photo: Jide Agency - Jones)

revulsion

to

what

they perceived

as

her pro-apartheid policies in South
Afriea. But she remained determined
to see Africa. That she was on a mere

sight-seeing tour was obvious from the
low calibre of officials that

panied her:

one or two

accom-

junior Foreign

Officials and private secretaries. Thus
the Nigerian government who had ex-

pccted

substantive

discussions

on

of

disagreement, especially
South Africa, was sorely
disappointed.
areas

I^ven more disappointed

H/Nigerian

the

were

people who wondered

why their government finally

sueand

cumbed to her desire to come
visit. Defying the police warning res-

tating the ban on public protests and
thousands
of
demonstrations,
Nigerians - students, market women,
labour leaders as well
African
and Namibian

South
exiles
gathered outside the offices of the
central trade union organisation, the
as

Nigeria Labour Congress, a few hours
before Thatcher’s expected time of arrival. When the police prevented them
from entering specially chartered
buses to the airport several kilometres
away, they elected to walk. Since this
would present far more serious
security implications, the police rescinded their earlier ban
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on

the

use

of

harmattan haze. Mrs Thatcher
who in anticipation of protests had
said before the visit that she would
wear her usual thick skin,
glanced at
the burning flag and feigned lack of

interest, continuing her conversation
with President Babangida’s
who had received her at the

arranwere

deputy

airport.
Her husband, Denis, riding in a car
immediately behind, looked horrified
according to one account. The burning was accompanied by boos, jeers
and catcalls as the motorcade
sped
past.
Thatcher’s demeanour surprised no
and neither did the views she sub-

on

the designated route
of Thatcher’s motorhad
been
cade,

gements
bolstered

to the

one

sequcntly expressed. Responding to

President

Babangida’s
welcome
speech she said, "the idea that the collapse of apartheid can be achieved by
a concerted
push from outside to
destroy the South African economy is,
I
believe, an illusion. Positive
measures would make the
problems
worse and
multiply beyond all rccognition the

hardships already suffered
by black South Africans and their

by battleready soldiers and
police sniffer dogs.
A few hours to Thatcher’s
touchdown,
a police bomb
disposal unit swept the
entire airport area. The protesters

children. Further, these pressures
would do untold damage to the
economics of South Africa’s neigh-

Singing, clapping and dancing, they
placards,
reading:
"Maggie,
champion of apart-

trary opinion. Saying that Britain’s

however refused to be intimidated.

carried

heid",

bouring states, and do corresponding

harm to the well-being and
hopes of
the peoples."
She however provided a sop to con-

Thatcher

modern day Hitler",
"Hers comes Attila
the Hen", "Shame we
want
Mandela not
Thatchers"
and

OVA

*

| ffjV

"Apartheid is evil,
Maggie is evil". One
protester

expressed

of the grouses
hold
Nigerians
one

.

against

Thatcher’s

government

the

regulation requiring
Nigerians to hold a
visa before entering
Britain. The placard
read:
"Thatcher,
where is your visa?"
As
Thatcher’s
motorcade made its
way out of the air-

port

gates,
some
protesters set fire to
the Union Jack, its
thick smoke adding

Trade Unionists at the

Airport protesting visit of British Prime

Minister

Margaret Thatcher to Nigeria.
(Photo: Jide Agency - Jones)
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"positive and practical contribution" to
end apartheid "is far too little known
and too little recognised", she spoke of
four

areas

an additional £20 million over
the next 5 years on South African
black education and training;
• stretch $1 billion dollars as development aid over the next 5 years to the
Frontline States;
•continue military training assistance
to Zimbabwe and Mo7.ambiquc;

•spend

titude as "double standards that
informed by racial considerations".

provide a special £35 million aid to
Mozambique.

nticipating Thatcher’s pitch, the
Guardian had commented
in an editorial on the day of her visit:
"She says she abhors apartheid. Yet
she is unprepared to even support,
A

/\.Lagos

measures

that will

are

protection, not those they
designed to punish. In fact, she

need every

does not believe that the perpetrators
of the heinous crime that is apartheid
deserve to be punished at all. Her

her

by the administration of late Gen.
Murtala Muhammed in 1975.
Her power

of reeall and

sense

Tanzania

and

Rhodesia

as

the sanctions issue: "we have

argument and all they (the
States) have got now is the

was

far

more

varied than she had

She said Nigeria was
nineteen different states before the
British knocked it into its present
were only two
territories administered by the British
after their colonial conquest and

shape. In reality, there

which they amalgamated into one in
1914. Thatcher must have misapplied

•

•

Tan-

ganyika. And to her British press
audienee, she proclaimed victory on

ost

Nigerian newspapers treated
as unimportant but journalists were ready to join issue with
her. They were to be disappointed. At
Kano, a city in the north of the
country where she received a warmer
but still hostile reception, British officials had promised a press conference
and kept promising this even as she
secluded herself with British journalists alone. Her ignorance of Africa

of

history proved even worse than that.
She kept referring to Zimbabwe as

adding, "they

never

make

won

the

Frontline
rhetoric"
a

why or

how link (on sanctions) because there
is no link".
Thatcher’s set views could not be

challenged by Nigerians outside the
realm of polite diplomatics. Hence,
the Nigerian press was piqued that
British
more

officials shielded
serious challenge.

her

from

They kept

pre-departure press contime she boarded
"On ,this note of
deceit, Mrs Margaret Thatcher left
Nigeria" said the government-owned
Nigeria Television Authority in its
report of the visit in its national netpromising

a

ference up to the
her plane home.

work

Political and Economic

AFRICA

on the nineteenadministrative strueture ereated

pre-visit briefing

state

IVXher visit

thought.

bring it to its knees. Sanctions, she
maintains, would hurt only those who
are

like Reagan, instinc-

tively imposes sanctions at the least
provocation on regimes she does not
like. The Guardian explained the at-

would:

much less initiate

victims endure

their suffering rather than to remove
the source of suffering". Pointing out

that Thatcher,

of assistance to the anti-

apartheid effort. Britain, she said,

•

strategy is to help the

news.

Monthly
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GENDER

ISSUES

Making Language
Gender-Sensitive
Patricia McFadden

17or ages it was generally assumed,
and that assumption went largely
unchallenged, that terms like man,
mankind, he and similar expressions
which are obviously masculine, also
covered or included women. I have
often been reminded by men and

that when they

use the
they mean
everyone. Why, I ask, should women
be called men, and why should anyone
some

women,

term

man

or

mankind

that millions of women all
the world don’t mind being called
men when it is convenient to subsume
us into that male
category?
Often the response to the latter
assume
over

question is - "but that’s how it is, that’s
normal". Or they argue that it is too
cumbersome to have to differentiate
between men and women, she and he,
when he is quite adequate in describ-

ing both. Others simply dismiss my objections as "fussy" and "troublesome".
On the

one

hand I

can

understand

why most people do not question the
fact that often when

one

reads almost

any kind of literature - political, social,
economic, historical, medical, technical (you name it) - it is always he and

rarely she who denotes human
beings. He is the only social, cultural,
political, religious etc. actor and she is
assumed to be passive, silent, unseen,
unheard and satisfied with being his
very

shadow.
Yet on the other hand, I do not accept being defined in these terms and
many women all over the world are inon the distinction between he
and she, not for mischievous reasons

sisting

is sometimes
know and

implied, but because
live the political,
economic, social implications and
consequences of this subsumption into
the male. Therefore, for several years
1 have used my authority as a teacher
as

we

to

insist that my students learn to use
democratic terms. For example.

more
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why not

the word humankind inthe
it is
only a partial solution to the problem
of unrepresentative terms, at least it is
a beginning in the formulation of a
more representative term and it is an
acknowledgement of the need to find
use

stead of mankind! Although
former is not totally acceptable as

a more

equal term.

Another example which is very common in social science
writing is the as-

sumption that farmers and workers
are men, that
peasants are men and
that producers of commodities are
male. Women

are unseen

and unheard

of in these social/class categories, and
often a very well-written piece of work

And most

importantly,

women

(some

now, all women eventually),
do not want to be referred to as men,

women

nor

be

to

categories
without

subsumed

which

into

pretend

male

to

be

gender character. We are
demanding the right to stand in our
own right, as women and as actors.
This is what we call gender-sensitivity:
the acknowledgement and recognition
of women as an active and positive social group in our societies.
a

people might conclude at this
point that I am being undemocratic by using my position to insist on this matter of gender sensitisation, especially in relation to those
Oome

by a leading social scientist is marred
by the glaring absence of women in

with whom I learn. But

the social situation discussed. There is

thought, what is undemocratic about

no

society made up only of men, yet
of the leading African scholars,
especially those who would have
called themselves "progressive", do not
even have a
concept of gender in their
intellectual framework. The only subjects they see worth consideration in
an
analysis are men. The implications

the demand for

most

amongst us? I am not suggesting that

of this attitude is that

women are mere

objects which might be referred to in
passing, if at all.
A nd

yet

women

are

the

main

x\.producers

food
and
of
reproducers of human beings in our
societies, and most petty commodity
producers are women. Women also
form a large part of the working class
in Africa, and their numbers are growing. One has only to take a look at
gender-sensitive research, (which
most male

scientists

shy away from),
and the unrepresentativeness of many
widely accepted social categories is
exposed.
I insist on the acknowledgement of
women as makers of
history, whether
in the past, the present or the future.

we

a

on

democratic

second

language

replace male biased

female biased

terms

-

terms with
that would be

defeating the entire

purpose of this
exercise. So before you react to what I

said, chew on it
I

see

a

while!

it this way.

For

women to

be

able to change their societies for the
betterment of all concerned (and 1
believe that is the fundamental objective of women’s struggles in situations
of patriarchal oppression and con-

trol), they have to develop a multipronged strategy which covers every
aspect of social life, and that includes
language.
Language and expression play a crucial role not only in the perpetuation
of old beliefs and views about women,

(and other matters of course). More
importantly they are an excellent
vehicle through which new ideas can
be channelled. Women are being
heard through language, a new Ianguage which speaks just as loud as
deeds, maybe louder, and which challenges all the so-called conventions of
33

acceptable expression and language.
For centuries we have reproduced
society, performed the most unpleasant so-called "natural" tasks in
our societies, just ask any man to list
the things he doesn’t do but which he
couldn’t do without! Yet our deeds
have not spoken louder than words as
convention would have us believe. In
most African societies we, the women,
have remained silent and unheard.
Oo

now

we

are

i^guage.

changing the Ian-

Anyone who marries under bourgeois

important element in our identity
intelligent, active participants in the
development process. And as our
legitimate contestants for power and
authority in all social spheres. I don’t

law

(which is essentially what the legal
system of most African countries is,
with minor variations in the form),
caimot avoid this unequal partnership.

want to

/^n another occasion, soon, we will
v^look at this problem of appearance and essence, especially in

name

fundamental contradiction between
what appears, on paper and in legal
jargon, as an equal partnership, and
the reality of unequal relations.

We want the deeds and
heritage of our foremothers to be as

terms

well known and acknowledged as
those of our forefathers in the struggle

we

against colonialism and racist oppression, for example. We are evolving
new words and rejecting old sexist
ones which defined us in subordinate
"silent" and "passive" terms.
Just one point to clarify what I mean

by the last statement. Legally, when
man

and

a woman

enter

into

a

a mar-

riage contract (and he marries her and
not vice versa!), they are assumed to
be partners. But as soon as the deal is
done, she becomes a wife, a subordinate partner,

and he becomes the

husband, the head of the home and
the decision-maker. Even the concept
of community of property or anti-nuptial marriage does not resolve this very

of female-male relations in the

marriage institution. Suffice to say that
must look more carefully at the
real meaning of being a wife and the
implications this status has for femalemale relations and for women in particular. In the meantine, why can’t we
call each other partners and be

democratic. But
maybe the resistance to this suggestion (and I suspect there will be
many who will object), maybe it is
really a reflection of the undemocratic
nature of many male-female relationships.
To return to the point about gendersensitivity especially in language, the
important message is that women
must insist on being recognised in
gender terms - not for purposes of sopartners. It is most
then

called "natural weakness" etc. but

as

an
as

be referred to as "Mrs So and
So" when my achievements are acknowledged. I have my own name,
even if it is that of my father and his
father before him, and I want my own
to

speak for me.

know that some, maybe many,
Xwomen who have uncritically as-

X

(and social status)
will disagree me.
Fine, but give it a thought. Why should
anyone have to change her name after
twenty or thirty years, a name which is
uniquely hers, which means everything
she is, to assume a new identity for the
rest of her life (and often even after
divorce or the death of her partner).
Why can’t we both keep our own
names, and make that action part of
the development of a more equal and
more beautiful relationship between
sumed the names
of their husbands

and men.
what we say (and do), and
seHsm
and patriarchy speak very
loudly in everyday language and actions. Therefore it can be challenged
and replaced with a democratic Ian-

women

We

are

guage.
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struggle between the oppressed people of Southern Africa
(aided, of course, by their allies) and
imperialism (via apartheid)?
T

By Akwasi Aidoo

context

of

the

present

Xprofound crises in Africa, the ques¬
and development are of
paramount importance and they

tions of peace

demand serious attention.
The statistics are astounding: half
the countries of Africa cannot feed
themselves. In the past ten years, there
has been negative GDP real growth
rate in about twenty African countries.
Africa has the highest number of

refugees in the world. And about half
of the major conflict areas in the
world

are

are we

What

to

are

found in Africa. How
understand these problems?
the preconditions for peace
to be

and

development in Africa? How are
peace and development connected?
These are crucial questions, and it is
to the credit of this book that it takes
them up.
The book itself is a collection of

papers

presented at the United Na-

tions

University regional seminar on
and security in Africa, held in
Addis Ababa in January 1985.
It is divided into four parts covering
the following themes: Africa and the
peace

World Crisis,

Conflict and Instability,
Strategies for Peace and Development
and an Agenda for Action. The authors
are all African social
scientists, some
of them well known: Samir Amin,
Yash
Tandon,
Nzongola-Ntalaja,

Michael Chege, Ibbo Mandaza, S.K.B.
Asante, Emmanuel Hansen, Thandika
Mkandawire, Guy Martin, Archie
Mafeje and Okwudiba Nnoli.
In his thought-provoking introduction, Hansen argues the "African
perspective" on peace. He points out
that nuclear peace, a major global

SAPEM MARCH 1988

allies"(p.l01).

¥T|^y,
we may ask, is the context not
T
the

(Institute of Development Studies,
University of Dar es Salaam)
the

struggle between imperialism as represented by the United States and its
NATO allies, and the sociality bloc as
represented by the Soviet Union and

by Emmanuel Hansen, ZED
Press (London) and

The United Nations

Tn

flict in Southern Africa have to be understood in the context of the global

Similar confusions arise when we
consider the way out as seen by most
of the authors. Tandon (p.51) says

today, "is only

minimalist
condition for the attainment of peace".
Nuclear peace will not put an end to
concern

a

m
conditions
peace-threatening
Africa. This is true. But what is the
African perspective on peace? Is
there one? Hansen’s answer is contentious:"... the African perspective is the

consensus

scholars

of

on

a

majority of African
problematic."

the peace

(p.l) Now, who

are

these African

scholars? How representative or even
reflective of popular views is this
scholarly consensus? We are not told.
In any case,

the African perspective

that "a power will arise from the social
bowels of Africa, led by the working

which will stand up to the superpowers..." We are not told how this
prophesy will come about. Asante
(p.l40) says the solution lies in an effective OAU, "(something like the
North Atlantic Treaty Organisation NATO) to deal with the internal and
masses,

external forces which are
the peace and security of

threatening

Africa". An
African NATO for peace!?
Nnoli (p.231) calls for, inter alia,
"concerted African action to reconcile
the rival liberation movements and
thus increase their effectiveness". In

articulated here is that East-West or
superpower struggles and actions

tion is little

"play

platitudinous imperatives and

a

central role in maintaining"

conflicts in Africa. This view informs
many of the the contributions.

r^andon’s whole point, in his chapter
X

Africa within the Context of
Global Superpower Struggle, is that
"the primary cause of threat to peace
in

on

Africa stems from (this) superrivalry for hegemony..." (p.34).

power

Hence we are told that the Nkomati
accord which Mozambique reached,

at
pains of embarrassment and
humiliation, with the racist regime in
South Africa, represented a victory for
the Moz.ambican people because it
helped to keep Soviet "social imperialism" at bay.
Chege also views the conflict in the
Horn of Africa largely in this superpower perspective. Even Mandaza’s
otherwise original analysis of the
struggle in Southern Africa begins

with the ritualistic statement that "the
basis and nature of the current con-

fact, Nnoli’s section

on

more

African states

on

than
to

Agenda for Aca

statement of
a

call

do this and that.

This, incidentally, corresponds to the
analytic focus in most of the chapters

on inter-state relations and conflicts.
There is very little of the view from
below. A clear resolution of the
central role of popular forces in
Africa in any resolution of the
continent’s crises is not what informs
much of the book.
Also, there is no coherent and

rigorous analysis of the connection between peace and
is cast in largely instrumentalist

development. Peace

terms
in relation to development or else the
connection is expressed mechanisti-

cally (and ahistorically) as, for example, "the more an individual nation
prospers....the smaller the chance that
it will resort

to

war

in

advantages at the
others". (Asante,pp.l24-5).
procure
But

the

book

has

its

order

to

expense

of

refreshing

parts. Nzongola-Ntalaja’s chapter on
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r
question and the crisis of passionate nihilism, his extravagant war
instability in Africa provides an in- with the human condition made too
sightful analysis of the issue, although much of his company almost unbearable for most of his fellows and
one might say that his "consistent" support for the Eritrian cause does not down he went, destitute, into the
seem tempered by the fact that there
obscurity which hovers behind the
have been significant revolutionary shoulder of every new firecracker talent.
changes in Ethiopia itself since 1974.
Marachera’s Mindblast was on
Mandaza’s chapter on conflict in
Southern Africa and Mkadawire’s on
prominent display at the 1984 Bookfair in Harare. So was The House of
SADCC are also quite useful. Mafeje
has a very well-researched chapter on
Hunger. But Marachera wasn’t. He
food security in the SADCC region. was locked up. Caute was at the Book
Fair and, being a passionate adversary
However the chapters by Amin (The
of
possible injustice, tackled the
Crisis), Martin (^ECOWAS) and HanDirector:.
sen (ECA) could have been excluded
from the collection without damage to
The Director’s mouth
the outcome.
tightened.
Marachera’s
behaviour
he
explained,
Altogether then, this is a book of
uneven
quality and readers will has been inexcusable, a constant
benefit if they read it selectively. provocation which could no longer be
Maybe its overriding positive quality is tolerated. Having done his best to wreck
that it belongs to that small category last year’s Book Fair, the writer had
tried to repeat the perfomiance this year
of edited books on Africa that are
wholly written by Africans. It is a book by confronting the Minister of Informaby African scholars reflecting on tion and accusing him of keeping his
new book out of the shops. As Director
Africa. This is important.
of the Book Fair, David Martin had
been obliged to inten’ene rapidly to
the national

protect the Minister.

Marachera and the
Colonel:
Zimbabwean writer and the claims of
the State.
One of two essays on Silence and the
State published under the title
The

Espionage of the Saints

by David Caute.
Hamish Hamilton 1986
£19.95 212 pages

By Judith Todd

rphese essays, one based in Britain

X and this one in Zimbabwe, describe
the punitive measures taken against
citizens who, in the year 1984, committed word-crime, word-crime being a
fonn of rebellion involving neither guns
nor
barricades,
merely
words,
knowledge, information.

offender is of course "little
Dambudzo" who in that pertinent year
of 1984 was exactly eight times the age
of the new state of Zimbabwe - a state
Our

affording scant tolerance to an elder
such as Marachera. His genius was
widely acknowledged particularly, of
course, after his death in 1987, but his

36

Was that why he was arrested?
Not at all.
Dien why?
I’ve made enquiries, that’s all

I can

say.
As this essay

amply demonstrates ,
Marachera’s writing "blisters every
totem pole", and Caute quotes the observations Marachera made squatting
in the heart of Harare, Cecil Square,
watching people who may well have
been thinking of nothing more than
another day’s work ahead:

neatly pressed safari suits of the
shefs bludgeoned his senses, expensive
safari suits and briefcases. Passed you
The

with

a

contemptuous curiousity

and

eyes. After all, they did not
know - what with so many demobilised
combatants around - whether you were

fear in their

the eyes of a protesting, well-connected State Prosecutor? Was Colonel

Nyika

an

literation

almost unconscious transor even

transubstantation of

persona, "quite a promising
writer" Oliver Nyika, into another?
"Like the true artist he was already
one

recomposing the sequence of events,
eliminating the inessentials, the supporting cast".

Caute’s brilliance as a writer lies in

his ability to observe casts and locations through the eyes of his subject
and then to galvanise his reader with
the resulting kaleidoscopes
you and

I, Marachera, take note of the white
Mercedes purring around Africa. We
turn these cars into wordsand feel we
have
done
something
useful.

Mindblasting, indeed, is this combination of Caute and Marachera.

During one of his last conversations
with Dambudzo Marachera, David
Caute asked if Marachera would in fuwrite less about himself and more
about working people. ("Squatters"

ture

such

were

not

they

are now or no

subject in 1984 as
doubt the conver-

a sore

sation would have touched

on

the

burning huts of the self-resettled). No,
said Marachera, he had written about
the proletariat in The House of
Hunger and his next book would focus
what he said were Zimbabwe’s new
class of "shefs" described as civil seron

vants, junior managers and smart boys
in sharp suits. "That’s why they arrested me," he said.
And what about the Colonels?
David Caute answers that question
himself. Marachera and the Colonel
"moves back and forth across the hazy
frontier between fact and fiction, between a writer’s life and his art. The
Colonel himself, whether real or

mythical, black
or

or

white, Zimbabwean

British, stands astride that frontier,

making short work of justice. The
Colonel is not merely an emblem of
authority but also a fact of the loyal,
outraged tribesmen in each of us."

just an insane tramp or a ’’dissident".
Passed by. Passed you. Passed
Marachera.

"Actually," Marachera said, "I’m
short of a drink". He giggled. "Of
several drinks," The Head dug in his

pocket. "You’ll miss the bus," he said.
"Yes, all my life," Marachera replied.
This, in a way, is an essay in detection. Why was Marachera locked up?
Was he really beaten up by a Colonel
in a lavatory at the Holiday Inn under

Books Received:
1.

Samir Amin, Derrick Chitala, Ibbo
Mandaza
(eds),
SADCC:

Prospects for Disengagement and
Development in Southern Afric.a
2.

London: ZED Books, 1987.
Bernard Magubane & Ibbo Mandaza (eds). Whither South Africa?
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ARTS AND CULTURE

My Interview with
Willie K. Kgositsile,
exiled South African Poet
Chenjerai Hove

■¥^illie K Kgositsile is author of
Vt Melba, Spirits Unchained, My
is Afrika, The Present is a
Dangerous Place to Live, Places and

Name

Bloodstains and Heartprints.

Q: Tell me, Willie, what exactly in the
African situation triggered your
sensitivity to become the writer, the poet
South

you

have become over the years?
what it is just like

A: I cannot say

that. But I had this teacher

enthralled
me. I never discovered he was a writer
until many years later when I found
out that his Setswana novels are highly
comparable to the late La Guma
novels. Yes, his name is Monyaise, I

sense

Q: When did you leave South Africa,
do you

remember? And in what sort of

circumstances?

working for a
weekly called New Age which was
edited by Ruth First and another guy.
Then there was this white guy who had
given up his British citizenship to beA; You see,

I

was

come a Tanzanian. That was in 1961
during the time of Verwoerd. That
was Tanzania’s independence. At that
time, Verwoerd spread the lie that
Nyerere was going to expel all whites
from Tanzania. Now, this white guy
decided to visit South Africa prior to
his taking up full Tanzanian citizenship. And he met with this Verwoerd
lie just like that. So he went to various
newspapers to try to refute the lie.
Most newspapers refused to publish
the story. But I ventured, especially

whose

Q: But you remained in exile when
some people are giving it up just like

Mphalele has returned, as
know. What do you think about his

that. Eskia
return?
A: He

(Mphalele), made a very
regrettable compromise after nineteen
years of exile. There is something a bit
dishonest about it. When rumours of
his return surfaced, we tried to confirm them with him, but he denied
everything. In the final analysis, we
would all like to be back home, but
under whose terms? You don’t walk
away from a monster, then before it is
after this guy promised that he was
willing to give a lift to anyone who destroyed, walk back into its arms.
published the story and found themQ: Maybe after such a long period of
selves in trouble. New Age went ahead
and did the story. I wrote the story exile, Mphalele felt he had had enough.
and sure enougL this guy gave me a You have been in exile for many years
lift to Tanzania. I thou^t I was going yourself, and sensitive as you are, what
are the pressures of exile to a writer like
out for a while, to return after a few
months. But sure enough, the police yourself?
A: We lived in America. America is
raided and burnt copies of the
not particularly different from South
magazine, arrested Ruth First and Joe
Africa. If you are sensitive and you
Qgabi, and I knew, had I remained
there, I too would have been arrested respond, you are not part of a larger
collective. Without values to relate to
and detained.
there are frustrations. Values keep us
Q: And so you had no choice except alive, away from mental asylums.
Living in Europe and America is more
exile?
frustrating. We are not European, we
A: No choice at all.
38

African. Africa,

part of me, I am part
on
the
Africa

Zimbabwe is

a

of it. The raids

by South
just like the raids on
the very people of South

Frontline States
are

Soweto, on
Africa.

of humour and wit

remember it now!

you

are

Q: What role then do you give to a
or any artist in the
stmggles of our continent?

creative writer,

liberation
A:

Although I do not believe that

the pen is mightier than the sword, I
do believe that culture is part of the

struggle. The liberation movement is
an act of culture. It is established to
bring about a more humane culture
than racist and colonial culture. There
are various forms to the struggle, valid
forms of the same struggle.
Q: You believe in the writer’s

active

involvement then?
A: Yes, of course. Involvement
brings the writer down to earth. The
revolutionary artist has to be revolutionary in terms of his revolutionary
sensibility. No compromise. As a poet
I believe in literary competence, artis-

tic standards cannot be compromised
for the sake of content. The poem
must

contain artistic

as

well

as

politi-

cal statements. Some of the world’s
best writers are highly political, think
of Neruda, La Guma. When Okigbo
took up arms his poetry opened up
and became much more accessible.

Soyinka’s political work became much
more accessible after his detention. I
might not agree with Okigbo’s political intentions, but the involvement
brought him down to earth. Only involvement keeps transparent the insights and visions of a writer. The
most powerful creative energies are
collective. The people are the greatest
creative force, the collective. The
SAPEM MARCH 1988
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writer expresses aspects of the collecfive creatmty of the people. Imagina-

fortable, he does not want society to
be seriously transformed. He fights to

tion,

protect his interests. In any situation,
it takes a long time for culture to be

yes.

But fantasy,

no.

Good

crea-

five work comes from social reality.
A Dutch poet has said that language
has been imprisoned for too long. He
thinks it must be liberated. But I think
he is starting the wrong way. Some
users of the language are colonised,

recognised as a weapon of lasting
struggle. Most African countries have
no realisation of culture as an integral
part of continuous struggle.

Q: Is that why not a single African
they must be liberated first before
they can use language effectively to country has a cultural attache in our
decolonise others. The process of embassies abroad or anywhere in
cleansing language begins with the Africa? Do we have no culture to excleansing of society.
port?
A: Africa’s dependence is very unQ: How do you account for the fortunate. That is very sad. The strugneglect of the cultural stmggle by most gle needs continuous sacrifices, but
African countries, especially after inde- after independence, people feel it is
pendence? Ministries of Culture have time to relax and enjoy the fruits.
Which fruits? To me, independence
the smallest budgets, the most unmeans more serious work of rebuildtrained or unprofessional staff, compared to any other ministry of most, if ing our countries, our cultures. This
reluctance
to
make
not all, African governments.
necessary
A: You are quite right. In most
sacrifices, we cannot continue to be
countries cultural work is not considered to be part of the larger national priorities. Even people who have
been creative before independence,
remember Senghor of Senegal, after

becoming independent, after becoming Head of State, he wrote less and
less, no longer productive in terms of
literary work. I do not know whether
their former honesty has dried up or
not, but remember that politics is
diplomacy.

consumers.

Imagine, if a country, an African
country, decides to be a manufacturer,
and not a continuous consumer, it will
mean sacrifices for a few years, or
even decades. But in the long run that

you think politics has to
with dishonesty?
A: In politics you lose part of

do

the
sharp edges that honesty demands.
Writing is honesty, it requires honesty.
It is a continuous search for perfection.

Q: Is that probably why the writer, the
intellectual, meets with much political
intolerance from political leaders? We
have many writers and intellectuals
either in prison or in exile from many

African countries.
A: People in power feel threatened
by criticism. In which case there is

dishonesty there. Criticism for
making things better. A writer like
Ngugi wa Thiong’o gets detained by
an African government, but when we
read his works, we see that there is
nothing negative in them. It means
some

detain

those who
tionable.

him

are

ques-

Q: Why this fear of criticism ?
A: When

a

fellow becomes too
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com¬

in South Africa is based

on ex-

ploitation. Wealthy African countries
must ensure that it is the people who
share that wealth. South Africans have
learnt a lot from others who have

gained independence, the problems
they have to face after they have a
country to rim.

Q: And whites? Will they not accuse

of racism when the time comes to
change some of the racist structures
they created to sustain the system 7

you

A: Serious

there will
anybody just because they have a certain colour. The
people shall govern, then it should be
the people, accountability to the
people. All those tasked with certain
duties by the people have their accountability to the people. Racism
creates hostility, it cannot disappear
overnight. I think the former victims of
racism and exploitation are not likely
to practice it. Blacks in South Africa

be

no

have

change

means

favouritism for

suffered

Africans

because

of

racism.

generally very accommodating. I do not know if it is the
are

result of our cultural values or what.
Our values are humane and humanis-

country will become highly developed

tic, and this

technologically. We must make our
own products, finished products. That
way we realise our own power, the
power of raw materials. Mental dependency simply means the former

African

boss still remains the boss. In the final

Q: So

tem

seems to be part of the
sensibility. Of course we have
our own junior Hitlers here and there.

Q: Stalin

once

described the writer as

the "engineer of human souls". Do you
think that is an accurate description of
a writer or artist, especially when we
have many African governments which
have pretended that illiteracy and

analysis, we must ask ourselves, even
after independence, who are we accountable to, at a more serious level?
We must always be accountable to our poverty and disease are not there? So
people, it would not matter who gets much illiteracy that our people cannot
upset as long as we have our people’s read what we writers write, even in the
interests. The neglect of the rural vernacular languages?
A: Yes, en^neer of the souls of the
people by many African countries
shows that neo-colonial relations are majority of the people. If organisanot
particularly different from tions like the trade union movement in
colonial relations. It only means the South Africa (COSATU) can realise
economic bosses have Africans as the cultural struggle by having poets
read poems to them, that is significant.
their intermediaries.
Workers are identifying with the
Q: As fl sensitive political activist in values expressed by the poets.
the struggle, what political system do
Q: What then is the writer’s conyou see for a future majority-mled
South Africa? Sometimes one can risk
stituency?
A: If writers and cultural workers
annoying you by asserting that, by getare
ting independence after everybody else,
community based, they would have
some
you have the advantage of seeing all
protection from the comthese African political experiments and
munities they represent. The people
how they have been disasters or succesare the power base of the cultural
ses.
worker. In Chile, a popular poet like
A: The only system that can benefit
Neruda could draw thousands of
the people is socialism because it is a
miners and workers, they came to lissystem hostile to exploitation. The sys- ten to him read his poetry because

7,9

they identified with it. The Cubans, for
example, have erased illiteracy, so the
level of artistic

appreciation becomes
high. If a small country like Cuba,
poor and underdeveloped could do
that, why can’t African countries do
it? If people in power are interested in
eliminating illiteracy, it can be done.
Q: Most African countries do not
have any semblance of a national cultural strateg, something like a five-year

cultural development programme. What
would you envisage as the crucial in-

gredients of
programme?

a

national and cultural

A: Governments must

support cul-

tural institutions, build them if they
are
non-existent.
A
cultural
programme must encompass

theatres,

thousands of

people gather for poetry
readings, that is what I call mass
.spiritual food.

good revolutionary poetry. The minister took the challenge and went on to
read
the
so-called revolutionary
poetry. The writer braved it all and

Q: In a seminar of writers a West
African writer stood up to make a very
tragic statement to underline the fate of
a writer in Africa.
He said, ”as a writer, there are four
people I fear in my country - the minister ofpolice because he has the people

told the minister that what the minister had read was nothing near poetry.
It was a series of slogans... You see,

who arrest under his control; the mini-

of law and order because he drafts
the
he
thinks creative writing is infomiation

ster

laws that restrict my creative work;
minister of infonnation because

dissemination, and

so he wants me to
become his unpaid information officer;
then the minister of culture because he
has his own notions of what culture is

recreation centres, (not
beerhalls), in which young people are
trained in the arts. It is not enough to
rely on writers like us who became
writers accidentally, without any train-

which I do not agree with, but he would
like to impose them on me because /

ing whatsoever. Our education systerns must be geared towards the creation of creative people.
For that to happen, material state
support is needed. All these little socalled cultural festivals, dances by
tired mine workers or things like that,
they vulgarise culture. Culture is
something integral to the spiritual
health of a society. Look at poetry
readings in socialist
countries.

need in order to develop as a vibrant
creative writer? And censorship, that
scarecrow?
A: Oh yes, that reminds me of the
incident I had in a similar atmosphere
in the Middle East. A minister of cul-

libraries,

am

powerless.”

Willie, with your experience in cultural work, what freedom does a writer

asked to address a gathering
of writers. He went to say a writer was
ture was

or that. Then
oldish writer asked the minister to
read what the minister thought was

supposed to write this

some young writers who attend
workshops, they come up with all
sorts of slogans or political statements. I tell them and I agree entirely
with what they are sa>ing, but then unfortunately there is no poetry in the
way they have said it.
You see, censorship should be
fought. People should write without
even

my

fear. We should have unions to serve
the interests of cultural workers. Poets
are not made by presidential decree.
We must be able to take whatever
minister to task over cultural issues...

Q: Willie, about that conference on
Africa, what

Culture in Another South
was

the

thing all about?

A: We

were

discussing possible cul-

tural infrastructure in a free South
Africa. Books, publishing house, the

training of children in cultural work at
an
early age so that it does not become

accidental to become artists.

us became writers in spite
of the lack of government support,
material support.

People like

one
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LONRHO; PART OF

THE STRENGTH

OF ZIMBABWE
Lonrho’s great strength lies in its
ability to create much needed foreign
exchange, notably through exports but also by way of import substitutions.
diversity of its many activities enable Lonrho to make a major
impact on

The

Among the

Zimbabwe's economy.
most prominent of Lonrho's currency earners are:-

MINING IN ZIMBABWE
Lonrho

produces

investment enables the

over one

third of the Nation's

Company to look forward

gold,and

to increased

future.

constant

output in the

THE WATTLE COMPANY LIMITED
Z$ll million exports

of wattle

extract and coffee.

LONRHO RANCHING OPERATIONS
58 000

prime cattle

on

six ranches

—

helping the C.S.C.’s beef export drive.

DAVID WHITEHEAD TEXTILES LTD.
Exported

over

Z$16 million worth of products in 1987.

LONRHO MOTOR INDUSTRIES LTD.
Assemblers of commercial vehicles and
agricultural tractors. Manufacturers of
vehicle components and parts.
Our purpose

—

self sufficiency in Zimbabwe through development and
improved technology.

LONRHO
PART OF THE STRENGTH
OF ZIMBABWE

LINTAS: WORLDWIDE 8062
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HEAD AND SHOULDERS
ABOVE THE REST

What makes our airline stand out from the crowd?
Service, that's what. How well we look after you, our

else.

passengers, is what makes you come back. Nothing
And we should know. After all, we've built our reputation
on it.

