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EDITORIAL

g

Peace in

No. 10

Angola and Independence in Namibia

s
The

dialectical relationship to the gains of the forces of African
liberation. This is why it is important to ensure that South
Africa does not steal the initiative in this exercise. Besides,
we need not be reminded that the South African
regime is

session with the Cuban and "Communist" threat. Neverthe-

not

quadrapartite talks for peace in Angola and independence in Namibia appear to have made definitive
progress. Of course, there is need for caution in the light of
both South Africa’s capacity for deception and the US’s obless, it is evident that the Boers have been forced into a
retreat and that the US itself could not indefinitely continue
to give milit£U7 support to UNITA and to give a quiet nod to
South African escapades in Angolan territory. It is a victory
for the Angolan forces. But Africans should be grateful to
the Cuban internationalist forces for the crucial

mihtary sup-

port that they have been providing in this protracted conflict;
and to the Soviet Union and other friendly countries all of
whom have been providing the much-needed armaments

against

(UNITA and South Africa) that has had
the full support of the US and its allies. Namibia will soon be
free as an outcome of a very long struggle on the part of its
people, even though this last push will have been provided
out of the linkage between the Angolan conflict and the
an enemy

,

decline and demise of white settler coloniahsm in Southern
Africa.

Angola has become

a formidable power in the course of the
conflict that had turned that country into a battleground for
more than a decade, if one considers only the period since
the attainment of National Independence on 11 November,
1975. The Angolan people have been waxed strong by the

scourge of war and suffering in the
And so, not only has there been a

defence of their country.
change in the balance of
forces in Angola; Angola itself has changed the balance of
forces in Southern Africa. A new reality has been born. The
myth of South African military invincibility has been shattered, and no amount of sabre ratthng and arrogant prancing
by Magnus Malan and his "hawks" will help to conceal that
fact.

yet on its knees; and it is consistent with white settler
political psychology to feign strong and confident even when
they have been forced to the Conference Table.
But

we are particularly concerned on two accounts. First,
there has been no mention of a time table for the withdrawal
of South African forces from Angolan soil. This is an important consideration if the world is not to forget that it is the
South Africans who have illegally dabbled in the affairs of a

sovereign country and have continued to defy the international community by occupying Namibia. South African forces remain a real threat to both peace in Angola and independence in Namibia. (And we have so far heard nothing
about the question of Walvis Bay.) Angola might indeed be
strong enough to resist South African forces after the Cuban
withdrawal; and South Africa itself will long have realized
the futility of over extending its offensive line (or defensive
line) from the Atlantic to the Indian Ocean when pressure is
increasing at home. But we have reason to be concerned
about (soon-to-be) independent Namibia. Only an international "peace-keeping" force in support of Namibian defence
forces will at least limit the immense threat that South Africa

Indeed Africa as a whole and the Frontline States in
particular need to develop a much more comprehensive
strategy, for both the defence of the entire sub-region and
for the provision of technical assistance (including supply of
expertise in the key fields of human resources development
and economic management) to the war-torn economies of
Namibia, Angola and Mozambique.
poses.

Our second
terms

For in the

long

the death of white settler colonialism is
origins and contradictions. Every white
South African soldier killed in the war against African
liberatory forces is yet another nail in the coffin of Boerdom;
and a sad reminder that each of these human beings is dying
for a noncause. Gradually but surely, these body blows will
begin to tell on the political and economic fabric of white
South Africa. For its war in Angola was but a desperate attempt to shield off a relentless war within South Africa itself.
And so with Namibian independence now inevitable, it is yet
another retreat into a potentially more intense war within
South Africa. As it was with the independence of Mozambique, then Angola and then Zimbabwe - the struggle of the
Black People of South Africa has grown stronger, in a
inherent in its

2

run

own

major concern is about the need to ensure, in
of the overall strategy, the logical relationship be-

tween, on the hand, peace in Angola and independence in
Namibia and, on the other, an advance towards the liberation of South Africa itself. We raise this point particularly in
view of the rumours that part of this agreement is to involve
the removal of the South African liberation movement from
the soil of Angola. The actual removal of South Africa combatants might be less important than the principle itself; and
we would accept that a newly independent Namibia could
not afford to host South African liberation combatants. But
we want to be assured by Angola, the Frontline States and
the liberation movement of South Africa, that we are not
about to gain peace in Angola and independence in Namibia
at the risk of sacrificing the prospects of progress towards
National Liberation in South Africa.
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REGIONAL NEWS
South Africa

Aneerood Jugnauth said later that the
OAU "can not apply a policy of two

Foreign Companies in South Africa
About 1 267 companies from 20
Western countries continue to do
business in SA, but 188
from seven countries have

according to

an

companies
pulled out,
International Con-

weights and two measures" in its
evaluation of acceptable relations bemember

tween

Britain leads the Field, with 374 of

its companies still operating in SA.
After Britain, countries with the

companies still in SA are West
Germany with 333, The United States
with 64, Japan with 103, France with
most

90 and Switzerland with 54.

Indian Ocean
OAU Condemns South

The

African Links

Comoros, Mauritius and the

Seychelles, along with Equatorial
Guinea, were the only countries
singled out by name for criticism for
their relations with South Africa by
the Organisation of African Unity’s
Liberation Committee in its report to
the OAU Summit Conference in
Addis Ababa. The Mauritian delega-

tion, which failed to get the text
withdrawn, walked out of the session
in protest. Mauritian Prime Minister
USA

-

states

Fina

Speaking at

de Angola made
of 572m kwanza - 182
kwanza more than the previous year,
according to the Jomal de Angola.
The incresed profits were due to the
higher price of crude oil and reduced
operating costs. The
company
produced 604,713 tonnes of crude oil

and Forwarding Agents Association
of Zimbabwe, Mr Rhett Hill, said the

system had prompted importers and
agents to pay more attention to
cheaper routes.
Under the new General Agreement
Tariffs and Trade system, intoduced at the beginning of this year,
on

transport costs are included in the

rivers. The company works in association with the national oil company,

value of the

Sonangol, and the US oil firm, Texaco.

and

goods when duty is levied.

Thus, Beira gives the lowest transport

duty costs to importers.

Namibia

Malawi

Editor Freed

Namibian,

Zimbabwe National

Harare, the chairman of the Shipping

year

in 1987 from the two onshore areas at
the mounths of the Cuanza and Congo

Gwen

a

Chamber of Commerce seminar in

Petroleos

profits last

Advantage

The new system of customs dues
makes Mozambican routes cheaper.

Company Profits Up

Malawian Detainee Wins

Lister, editor of The
a leftist anti-government

Poetry Award

The Poetry International Honour
Award for poets who suffer oppression for political reasons, was this year
awarded to 44 - year old Malawian
Jack Mapanje, an English lecturer at

weekly newspaper, was freed after
spending four days in jail. Meanwhile,

Malawi’s

Southern Africa Trade

\

(Million US$)

1986

1987

1986

Angola

95

86

1372

729

Botswana
Lesotho
Malawi

28

19

7

3

7

8

5

4

5

3

27

22

Mozambique

50

23

30

20

11

23

Swaziland
Tanzania

6

1

34

38

Zambia

47

35

Zimbabwe

75
347

14

13

51

66

54

75

74

267

1,592

954

‘

on

23

University, who was arrested
September last year, and has

since been in detention without char-

US Imports

1987

Country

Mozambique
Beira Gets New Levies

South

Angola
Oil

US Exports

^

and

Africa.

federation Of Free Trade Unions Survey.

thousands of black Namibian workers
sustained a strike mto a final day.

ges.
In 1981 his volume "Of chameleons

and Gods" was published
is banned in Malawi.

in Britain; it

Zambia
Zambia

Zambia

Says No

rejested proposals of the

IMF and the World

Bank for the
devaluation of the Kwacha and reduction of the budget deficit by 4%
before the two institutions can help
the country out of its economic

problems. Zambia abrogated the IMF
SADCC TOTAL
Namibia
South Africa
Zaire

Nigeria

I

1

20

9

23

1,281

1,158

1,399

2,476

103

104

321

239

295

403

3767

2681

3,104

2,816

9,904

8,886

Stabilisation Agreement in May 1987
some months after violent food riots.
Since then Zambia has adopted a
New Economic Recovery Programme
in which it reduced debt payment to
10% of its net Foreign Exchange

earnings after paying for es.scntial imAFRICA TOTAL

SAPEM JULY 1988

ports.

3

MAIN FEATURE

Angola Namibia Talks - What is South Africa
Up To?
Godwin Matatu
The quadripartite talks for peace in
Angola and Namibian Independence

Cairo, later in August at which a formal peace treaty and its implementation programme would be signed.

have now reached a critical stage.
South Africa faces what political

cautious but latently optimistic
to
the press, Chester
Crocker said after the New York
In

a

analysts in the Southern African subcontinent may be the last and fmal lit-

statement

test of its diplomatic honesty in
fmding negotiated settlements to the
conflicts which plague the region. The

meeting: "We

were able to reach
agreement on a set of principles which
constitute the essential elements of a

mus

latest round of talks, shrouded in
strict secrecy on Governor’s Island in
New York harbour, attended by high

powered delegations of officials from
Angola, Cubci, South Africa and the
United States, reached the most substantive agreement in what observers
have

dubbed

longest

peace

"Southern

Africa’s

carousel of the eighties"

far.
The three day meeting agreed on a
"set of principles" that would form the
so

basis for

comprehensive programme
and schedule for the withdrawal of
South African expeditionary troops
a

currently occupjing parts of Southern
Angola, the phased pull-out of Cuban
Internationalist Forces from Angola
and independence for the illegally occupied UN mandate territory of
Namibia. The New York talks, the
fourth in the chequered quest for
were a sequel to earlier
negotiating sessions invol\dng the four
parties from London, Brazzaville and
Cairo. The earlier meetings were at

General at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs is one of Pretoria’s most senior
civil servants. Chester Crocker, the in-

creasmgly
desperate
Assistant
Secretary of State for African Affairs
represented the United States and
chaired the meeting.
To emphasise the international
dimension of the Angolan and
Namibian conflicts, Soviet Diplomats
resident in the United States

were

kept well apprised of the negotiations.
Deputy Soviet Foreign Mini-

And the

ster, Vladilen Vasev, had earlier attended the Cairo talks as an observer.

peace,

ministerial level, while at the New
York session General Antonio Franca
dos Santos "N’dalu", a charming An-

golan officer whose military strategy
has aborted repeated attempts by
South African troops to capture the
small but strategic town of Cuito
Cuanavale in South Eastern Angola
for the last eight months headed a
joint Cuban Angolan delegation. The
South African delegation was led by
Neil

4

van

Heerden, who

as

Director

political settlement in Southwestern
the
for
negotiations to produce the detailed
agreements, family of agreements,
that will be needed to bring the settlement into being." he added a caveat,
however, that the process will be long
Africa. These principles will be
core of the settlement,
guideposts

The New York

Agreement

At the three day meeting in New
York, the officials from the four

countries achieved agreement on a
document laboriously called "Prin-

ciples for

a

Peaceful Settlement in

Southwestern Africa". The document
is currently being studied by the

governments concerned and, if ap-

proved, the officials would meet again
at the beginning of August to put flesh
and life in the skeletal framework.

Thereafter, there would be
sterial

a

Mini-

Meeting, possibly again in

and "there is a lost of work ahead of
us."
The precise details of the document
of principles were not released before
we
went
to
press. Nevertheless,
Southern Africa has obtained the
broad outline of the agreements in
New York. These include, as the first
and essential step in the peace

South Africa’s withdrawal of
expeditionary troops in Angola immediately. Second the withdrawal of
process.

its

Cuban internationalist forces, the
demilitarization of the Namibia-An-

golan border with both the belligerent
forces withdrawing into the hinterland
in Angola and Namibia, clear and
copper-bottomed guarantees that
South Africa would not violate An-

golan sovereignty and an acceptance
by South Africa that it would cease
supporting rebels of Jonas Savimbi’s
UNITA rebels. South Africa would
also have to take into account

Angola’s security requirements by
wthdrawing its troops to its own borders south of the orange river and
produce a timetable for implementing
Resolution 435 on Namibia paving the
way for UN sup)ervised democratic
SAPEM
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elections towards the
of the territory.

independence

Significantly, the New York meeting

skirted the South African demand
that UNITA should be included in

settlement, saying that is an internal Angolan conflict. Also, notably,
the Angolans implicitly accepted the
hackneyed South African demand of
Cuban withdrawal from Angola as a
any

the one hand and the South
Africans on the other about the timing
of the Cuban withdrawal remain.
The close of the New York meeting
on

that "what

crucially matters at this
stage is whether the document of
principles would be approved in the
portals of political power in Pretoria."

certainly attended by a certain
of optimistic euphoria on all
sides. But as the Angola Cuban
delegates were unpacking their bags
was

The "Angolan
New York", he

Cuban delegation in
explained, "had near
plenipotentiary powers and regularly

measure

consulted with Luanda and Havana.
Their assent to the document of principles was the assent of our govern-

in Luanda and Havana, two issues

predominant in their minds: is

were

Principles For A Peaceful Solution In The Southwest Africa
The Governments of the People’s
Republic of Angola, Republic of Cuba and of the Republic
South Africa, have agreed on a scries of essential
principles to establish a base towards peace
the Southern Africa region. All have recognized that each one of these
to

A.

B.

bring about

a

of
in

.

principles is indispensable

global solution.

Implementation of 435 7S Security Council Resolution of the U.N. The parties should agree on
recommendations to the Secretary General of U.N. and a date for the
beginning of the implcmcntation of the 435 78 U.N. Secretary Council Resolution.
The Governments of the People’s Republic of
Angola and Republic of South Africa should, in
conformity with the dispositions of the 4.35 78 U.N. Security Council Resolution, cooperate
with the Secretary General to assure the
Independence for Namibia, through free and fair
elections, refraining from any measure that could block the fulfilment of the mentioned resolution.

C. The

D.

redeployment to the north and total withdrawal, by steps of the Cuban troops from the territory of Angola, based on the agreement of the P.R.A.-Cuba and the decision by both
Countries to apply for the "IN SITU " of the withdrawal
by the Security Council of U.N.Ö.
Respect for sovereignty, sovereign equality and Independence for the States and for the territorial integrity and inviolability of the boundaries.

E. Non-interference in the internal affairs of the States.
F. Abstention of threats
States.
G.

on

of force

use

against the territorial integrity and Independence of the

Acceptance of the responsibility of the States not
war, aggression, or \iolencc against other States.

to

allow its territories

H. Reaffirmation of the

right of Peoples of the Southern Africa Region
Independence and equality of rights.

I. V'erification and control of the

honored in future.

to

to be used

for

acts

of

the self determination.

application of the obligations resulting from accords that will be

J.

Compromise to accomplish in good faith the obligations a.ssumed in the agreements which will
be signed and to solve the differences in a negotiable
way.
K. Recognition of the role of the
permanent members of the U.N.G. Sccuritv Council as guarantors for the implementation of the
agreements that will be signed.
L. The right of each State to Peace,
development and social progress.
M. African and international
cooperation for the solution of development problems of the Southwest Africa Region.
N. Recognition of the mediator role of the Government of the l>nitcd States
of-America.

precondition for Namibian Indepen-

dcnce. But the Angolans simply inverted linkage: Namibian Independence before total Cuban withdrawal.

According to the .sources at the meeting in New York despite agreements
on the
principles, there "large gaps"
between the Angolans and the Cubans
SAPEM JULY 1988
SAPEM2

South Africa serious about the talks

and, if Pretoria was serious, would she
honour any treaties concluded there
after?
Can Pretoria Be Trusted?
A

senior Angolan diplomat was
quick to point out to Southern Africa

ments. Can we say the same of the
South Africans or even of the
Americans?". The question underscores the nature of the differences of

approach between the parties involvcd. General "N’dalu", the leader
of the Angolan-Cuban delegation is
no mere soldier: he is a member of the

5

Central

Committee

MPLA in

of

the

ruling

Angola and

a trusted confidante of President Jose Eduardo
Dos Santos and the Angolan political

and military leadership. His word is
their word, and Cuba’s as well.
Not much could be said of the
South African team. Van Heerden,

recognised by career diplomats and
the opposition in South Africa as a
cool and logical negotiator had no
such mandate from his government.
He is a civil servant whose decisions
demand sanction from the politicians.
Even the South African Foreign Minister, Pik Botha, it is prointed out, has
had to deal with the hawks, mainly

military

men,

in the State Security

Council who contend that the whole

exercise is a waste of time.
"Why talk with black Communists (the
Luanda Government). Let’s go and
peace

flatten them out", bursted one senior

military official at a recent State
Security Council meeting in Pretoria
according to sources.
The Angolans and the Cubans say
their fears for the successful outcome
of the current peace initiative were

compounded by the behaviour of the
the first
the Angolans and the Cubans tabled ten
proposals for peace in the region only
South African politicians. At
session of the Cairo meeting,

be met with admonition from the
hawkish South African Defence Mini-

to

ster. General Magnus Malan, asking
why there were troop movements
within Angola. The South Africans
had come to Cairo, an important
African capital, unprepared but obviously keen to have their South
African Airways chartered Boeing 747
with its livery being seen at Cairo Airport and their officials stroll in

21amalek, the Mecca of liberation
movements during Nasser’s time.
The next session, the South Africans
came with their own proposals,
having
been egged on by the Americans.
They were five better than the Angolan and Cuban document. In it the
South Africans demanded that the

50,000 Cubans in Angola dismantle
the whole military infrastructure
have built in Angola over the last

they
thirteen
years and withdraw in six
months. They also asked Angola to
give them precise details of the exact
6

numbers and

disposition of the Cuban

troops in the country. Perhaps, more

There is also grave suspicion of
South Africa’s intentions in insisting

bizarre, the South African proposals

on

also asked the Angolan authorities to
tell them how many Cubans had married Angolans and how many would
remain.
The South African also asked us to
accommodate UNTTA rebel leader
Jonas Savimbi within six weeks of a

from Angola. The Angolans, in their
insistence of a phased withdrawal of
the Cuban Internationalist Forces,

peace accord and expel
SWAPO from Angola'*,

the ANC and
explained the
diplomat. The Angolan government
immediately called Oliver Tambo, the

struggle". A similar message was
passed on to Sam Nujoma, President
of SWAPO, the main Namibian
liberation

movement.

Inroads Into Africa

Another

rapid pullout of Cuban troops

point to the 1984 Lusaka Accords
under which South Africans

were

to

pull out of Angola and a Joint Commission was set up to supervise the exercise.

Few South African troops
headed back South but were soon
back in a major invasion.
Namibian

President of the ANC, and told him
that "peace or war, we shall not betray
your

a

Independence

A crucial element that will deter-

mine South Africa’s intentions in the
sub-continent is, of course, Namibia.
The tempo of the struggle against the
estimated one hundred thousand
South African troops in the northern

province of Ovamboland

as

well

as

worrying factor for the Angolan and Cuban diplomats involved
in the United States sponsored peace

the industrial centres of the South has
risen. Hundreds of schools are now

talks is that the South Africans, now
ever more the pariah of the international community, to establish inroads
into Africa. Southern Africa has ex-

whole region has been militarised.
The National Union of Namibian
Workers has vowed that there will be
further strikes to paralyse the uranium
and diamond operations at Rossing

clusively learnt that South Africans
have had long clandestine commercial
and trade links with the Congo. In
fact, while the Angolan delegation
was meeting the South Africans in
Brazzaville,
top
South African
businessmen were discussing trade
contracts with the Congolese President. Earlier, the Angolans established, the Congolese Foreign Minihad made secret visits to South
Africa. "We found this out, and exster

plained to

closed, there is

near

no

water and the

Sawkopmund and Ornjanjemund

which have so far been operated by
the management after workers went
on strike
demanding the removal of
SADF bases in northern Namibia.
The South African army has also
suffered humiliating defeats in northern Namibia. It is without water fol-

lowing an aerial fight in which the Angolans destroyed the water installation
at

the Ruacana Dam

on

the Cunene

Congolese brothers to
tell Africa why we could no longer
meet there", said a senior Angolan

River, cutting nearly 80% of the most
populous of Namibia’s province off
water. In addition, up to 26 white

Foreign Ministry official.

South African soldiers were killed in
the incidents near the Calueque Dam.
The Angolans hope their determined thrust into the South, their air

our

Further, UNITA which has plans to
set up a new Headquarters on the
mouth of the river Zaire on Angola’s
north eastern border with Zaire, has
increased its raids into the Angola’s
oil-rich enclave of Cabinda. Angolan
authorities are convinced that the
UNTTA bridgehead into Cabinda is
also from the Congo, once a bulwark
of the MPLA during the anti Por-

tuguese colonial

stru^e, is the result

of South African

penetration of the

Congolese hierarchy.

superiority, which has been acknowlodged and their determination to
drive out the South Africans from
their territory might bring peace to
our

region. Their hope

may

be for-

lorn. As we go to press, a convoy of 50
Rattle guns, hundreds of Centurion
tanks and armoured cars have been
observed making their way to the
troubled North of the Angolan Nam-
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bian border. The hawks in the South
African political hierarchy are
calling
the tune.
Seen from the ground in Southern

Africa, the South African president,
P.W. Botha has allowed the
Angolan
peace process to go on as a ruse of

buying time

until

the

American

Presidential elections are over in
November. The Angolans and the
Cubans want peace, but a principled

peace. But their quest for peace is
predicated in South African political
will be accept the
principle agreed
upon in New York.
It could be a grope in the dark. But
the political mood in Southern Africa
is that failure of the current Angolan
talks will spawn a litter of serious
repercussions for the region.
Is the Angolan peace initiative
taken seriously in Pretoria? Frontline

Presidents, who incidentally were
meeting in Maputo in the wake of the
New York Agreement, are
backing
their Angolan counterpart to the hilt.
It is now up to Botha, in his Afrikaner
redoubt, to tell us what he is up to.
For the free people of Southern
Africa, Botha is playing for time over
Angola and Namibia. Pretoria, con-

found

Change in the Balance of Forces

us.

in

Angola

Karrim Essack
The four parties, namely Angola,
Cuba, the United States and South
Africa met in the Egyptian capital on
the 24th and 25th June, 1988, met with
three different intentions but agreement on one fundamental fact that
there has been a change in the
balance of forces in Angola.
Comrade Jorge Risquet, leading the
Cuban delegation said after the talks:
"The reality will compel South

Africa

to

withdraw from the parts of

Angola it occupies which

every

become smaller in the face of

a

day

thrust

by Cuban and Angolan forces".
Surprisingly South Africa agreed
and even went further; "Janes
Weekly
the informative defence
magazine
published in London stated that the
South African intelligence had
supplied it with the following data":
•

Ten thousand Cuban troops had
moved in with 400 tanks within
four miles of the Namibian bor-

der.
•

Cuba has

brought in armoured
division, six rifle regiments, an artillery regiment with multiple
rocket launchers, 122 mm artillery
and an air defence regiment with
radar and surface to air missiles.

The west have their own intelligence
but these agree on the following:"FAPLA and the Cuban forces have
crossed the 16th parallel and have oc-

cupied the strategic town of XangonIn this region they have installed
frog missiles".
go.

What this
that South

means

in

African
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military terms is
air

bases

Oshakati, Ondangwa and Rundi all
come within the
range of the missiles.
And there is nothing that the South
African Defence Force headed by
Magnus Malan can do about it. For it
has lost the military initiative for the
first time since its invasion of
angola
in 1975.

A further debacle awaits Malan’s

After the failure at Cuito
Cuanavale
the
FAPLA
forces
launched a counter offensive with one
men.

prong

towards Mavinga and the other

southwards

to

Xangongo, Mongwa

and Ondiva.
What has facilitated the first prong
was that the UNITA forces of Savimbi
had decided to dismentle their head-

quarters in Jamba in the south and
had decided
Quinbele in

to set up

their base

at

the north near the
Zairean border. This was after
UNITA had suffered casualties num-

bering thousands when soldiers were
put in the front line against FAPLA
forces with the South Africans in the
rear.

period of attacking Cuito Cuanavale
in December, 1987.
The signifecance of the defeat at
Cuito Cuenavale and the successful
counter
attack
which
Comrade

Risquet calls

thrusts, the South
trapped. And it is
not possible for them to
get out with
their G 5 and G 6 and Oliphant tanks
and other heavy armour. The
troops
face a greater debacle in scope and

for it is the first time that

they do not have UNITA troops to act
as a buffer as
they did during the

an

enemy

has been defeated in high technological warfare. Hitherto the people
won victories
using the strategy of
guerilla
warfare
against
the
army

colonialists. The defeat of South
Africa is also a defeat of the western

imperialist

who have supplied
supply them with
sophisticated weapons. Angola has
paid in hard currency. The followng
gives an indication of the type and
powers
and continue to

volume of trade taken from papers
within the last two months Southscan

magazine

a

published

in

Britain

reports:
•

Subsidiaries

of

BMW

and

Volkswagen produce armoured
vehicle for SADF.

are

size than which overtook them at
Cuito Cuanavale. It will mean decimation or surrender of literally hundreds
of soldiers. These rapidly beseiged
soldiers are in a perilous state because

thrust has brought

appreciated. History is being made

With the two

African soldiers

a

FAPLA and Cuban forces
right near
the Namibian border has still to be

•

AEG

produces military electronic

gear.
•

West

Germany according to Ger-

reports has supplied through
Israel a model of an advanced
submarine from its Kiel shipyard
Howaldsweke.
man

•

British aerospace and MBB of
West Germany are supplying
multi sensor platforms which

at

7

track enemy missiles, grenades,
tank and other ammunition.
This information comes from the
Oslo
based
"Campaign Against
Nuclear Military Collaboration With
South Africa". It aids; For military

tracking South Africa uses a newly
developed pilotless plane, and the
Telluemeter system, developed by the
British firm Plessey and now in use
with its long range G 5 gun. It also
uses

Plessey developed radar system.

The Angolans themselves have admitted that this serial surveillance is
very sophisticated.
It was reported by

Southscan that a
subsidiary of ARMSCOR (Armament
Corporation) of South Africa, a state
concern, namely SOMCHEM will be
invited to an Explosives Conference.
The three delegates will be S.
Pretorius, Pereira and Bosch. In attendance will also be top

military
specialists from West Germany’s Bundesowar, and the Germans’s Messerschmidt

as

well

as

US

Ballistic

laboratory.
Thus while

small

lobby in Europe
might call for a boycott of South
African fruit and this given a great
deal of publicity, this real military cola

laboration which has created havoc in
Frontline States continues.
The question is where does the
Botha regime gets the funds to buy all
this sophisticated technology sold by
the West despite the arms embargo.
The answer lies in the coffers of the
South African monopolies headed by

Oppenheimers Anglo American,
well

as

as

the Afrikaaner firms like SAN-

LAM, Rembrandt and South African
Mutual. These have many subsidiaries
in Southern African countries like

Zimbabwe,

Zambia,

Botswana,

Mozambique. It is from the profits
made through African subsidiaries,
that these monopolies are able to pay
substantial taxes which keep the
Botha re^me going. Should these
taxes be cut off, the Botha regime
would not last for

8

i

a

week.

The defeat then is also for these

the Soviet Union who then would pul

the Angolans and Cuban

monopolies which through their taxes
have kept the Botha regime afloat
fmancially.
The historical significance of what is
taking place in Angola is that the
whole strategy of the West in supplying racist and minority groups with

pressure on

finance and the most advanced tech-

gola and cease its acts of aggression.

nology to brow beat, terrorise and
destabilise Third World countries is
now in question. Angola has shown
that it is possible to defeat the alliance
of the West, the local monopolist

bourgeoisie and the racist Botha
regime. The strategy of the Angolan
and Cuban governments is negotiation
and struggle. That is why they were
not taken in when Foreign Minister
Pik Botha said that

framework had
been achieved in Cairo and progress
could be made on a step by step basis.
Even if Botha was genuine, he has
not the power, for this hes in the
a

Security Coimcil which consists of

governments.
This then is the opposite of what
has been the case when it was Angola
that was asking the UN and the international community to put pressure
on South Africa to withdraw from AnThe

lesson

for liberation movethe Frontline States is
The only language that

ments as well as

there to see.
racist regimes

understand is the Ianof force rather than that of
resolutions, appeals and deputation.
As said earlier, the four parties had
guage

three different intentions. As for the

Angolans and Cubans, all they want is
withdrawal of South African troops
and the independence of Namibia in
accordance with the Resolution 435 of
1978.
The US wants Cuban withdrawal
and is very, very vague about the im-

plementation of the UN Resolution to
it was a party. The Botha
regime wants the total withdrawal of

President Botha, Chiefs of the South
African Defence Forces (army, navy
and airforce) Police Chief, Chief of
the National Intelligence Service,

which

Military Intelligence and Ministers of
Defence, Law and Order, Justice and
finally Foreign Affairs. If we discount

wants

President Botha who was the former
Minister of Defence, then one can see
that the civilians in this top decision

wing UNITA by getting its headquarters moved to the north where

body

heavily outnumbered. It is
military in the State Security
are

the
Council which decides and not Pik
Botha.
It is thus not a surprise that within a
few days after the Cairo meeting that
the South African Defence Force

publicly admitted the loss of twelve
soldiers when the Angolan and Cuban
forces
attacked
a
hydro-electric
project guarded by the racist troops in
Namibia.
It is because of the change of the
balance of forces that it is South
Africa which is now appealing to the
international community to stop the

Angolan/Cuban advance. It is asking
its

western

Cuban forces and does not want to

implement UN Resolution 435. It
Namibia

Recent

to

be

a

buffer state.

developments

show

the

shifts. The US has taken under its

South Africa has no influence. The
Conservative Party of Treunicht more
racist
than
Botha
however, in

capitalising in the growing loss of live
of whites forced to do compulsory service in Namibia, is saying that what is
the use if the end will result in
SWAPO government in Namibia.
The options for the South African
army grow as small as the territory it
holds in Angola. Its troops arc

trapped, its ally UNITA has deserted
it and now not only the hydro-electric
scheme but also its air bases are vulnerable. It has lost the military initiative and faces the prospect of an even
heavier defeat than that of Cuito
Cuanavale.

allies to put pressure on
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PROBLEMS AND PROSPECTS OF REGIONAL COOPERATION: FOCUS ON
PTA AND SADCC
ft

Interest Rate

Policy in Zambia

Caleb

Fundanga

Programme

be very limited because
of the citizenry simply

obtain credit. In developed countries
the interest rate policy can have a big

impact

The

anything to save
basics of life.
For cases where

Since the New Economic

Recovery

was launched most discussions that have so far taken place have
concentrated on the exchange rate.
same
arguments have been
repeated several times over so that
eventually the whole debate becomes
meaningless. And yet there are a lot
of very important economic issues
that require urgent attention.

The Interest Rate

The

simplest

way

-

WTiat Is It?

of defining inter-

is the money paid by
borrower for the use of the lenders’

est rate is that it
a

money or that it is the price of money,
i.e. the price at which money can be
borrowed. Since the borrowing of
money

takes place in the market,

there will be a supply and demand
side. The interaction of both supply
and demand will have a big influence
on the interest rate and consequently
il is possible to define the rate of interest as the rate w'hich equates the
demand for loans with the supply of
loanable funds.
In

keeping with the general laws of
supply, the supply curve of loanable
funds is positively related to the rate
of interest. As the interest rate goes
up, we can expect more people to save
their money in both banks and non-

banking financial institutions. For
each society, however, there are limits
to which people can save. People will
still need to eat and provide for other
basics of life before setting aside some
savings. It is a well established
economic principle that the percentage of income going into consumption
is very high at low levels of income.
We therefore, should expect that in
poor countries the supply of loanable
funds through individual savings will
SAPEM JULY 1988

the majority
do not have
after meeting the
savings

are pos-

sible, another important notion is that
of a positive interest rate. A positive interest rate

the

borrowing both for inconsumption as well as for investment. The wide spread use of
on

dividual

is that rate which is above
level of inflation. For

current

savings to be encouraged it is important that the prevailing rate of interest
be above the current rate of inflation otherwise the benefits of the
interest will disappear. It is easy to illustrate this argument.
If I had KljOOO today with an inflation rate of 50%, I would be better off
must

credit card facilities for immediate
transmission of cost to the consumer
each time the rate of interest changes
is one such example. In Third World
countries interest adjustments may
take some time to be transmitted to
the consumer since this is passed on

through increases in the cost of
production which may not be immediate.
On the

part of business houses

buying a suit for Kl.OOO now than putting my money in a savings account at

money for investment will be borrowed only if the returns from the
loan exceed the current rate of inter-

8% interest rate because after

est.

one

There will be

no reason

for bor-

the saved money will amount to
only Kl,080 while a new suit will cost
Kl,500. By saving money in this situation, one ends worse off because one

rowing if in the end you have to find
extra money from somewhere to pay

would fail to buy even those things
one could have afforded earlier.

ing, there

year

Savings and Investment
While the above illustration

clearly
points out the importance of the interest rate in determining savings it must
be pointed out that there are also
other factors that may play a crucial
role in determining savings behaviour.
Individuals may

prefer to

save now

for

precautionary rea.sons. It is important
to put by some money for a rainy day.
Some of these savings are now
generally institutionally organised
through Pension Funds.
On the demand side a negative
relationship between ' demand for
loanable funds and interest rate has
been identified. The more costly it becomes to borrow the less people will

back the loan.
The above arguments
are

notwithstandseveral other factors

that will affect the level of interest. Il
is well established that government
fiscal and monetary policies have a

profound influence on
The government can,

interest rates.
through open
market operation, reduce or increase
money supply and these variations in
money supply will affect the mo^cment of interest rates.

Further, the dc-

gree of development of the capital
market will affect substantially the

levels of interest rates.
In a developed capital market a firm
has various options for raising capital
for new investments. It can borrow
from the banks at a price determined

by the interest rate or it can float new
shares on the capital market. The
availability of such options will play a
moderating role on the upward move-

9
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ment of interest rates each time the
demand for loanable funds goes up.
For well-run economies single digit
interest rates are normal. Further, in
such economies the rate of inflation is
below the rate of interest so that there
is a positive return on savings. This
unfortunately, has not been true of
most Third World countries like Zambia.

very high prices in anticipation of further deterioration in the value of the
Kwacha and increases in interest
rates. The consequence was that inflation went up even further so that even
the objective of achieving

terest

rates of interest became

rates

Prior to 19Sj Zambia had

a

fixed in-

policy. Interest rates were
adjusted from time to time depending
on overriding economic circumstances determmed by the Central Bank.
This process was triggered by the
Central Bank adjusting its minimum
lending rate. In 1985 it was announced
that interest rates together with the
exchange
rate
were
to
be
decontrolled. The main purpose of
was

to

enable these two

rates to move
movement

level of
seen

and

upwards. This upward
was aimed at
reducing the
demand which

excess

was

be

responsible for inflation
high import demand. This policy
to

interest rates rise to close to 40%.
The impact of decontrol of the ex-

saw

change rate was

massive devaluation
peak of the
policy the exchange rate was US $1 =
a

in the Kwacha. At the

ZK21.
This

policy was intended to make
imported goods very expensive and so
the country was to look inwards and
start to consume domestic goods
which were expected to become more

price competitive.
The accompanying interest rate
policy was expected to make the cost
of borrowing high so that with the
credit squeeze it would not be possible for firms to borrow money for
the purpose of importing. These
policies did not work as anticipated
basically because the Zambian
economy was structurally too weak to
respond in this manner. Many firms
clearly failed to raise the Kwacha
needed to import the inputs for their
production as well as machinery and
spares. They also could not borrow
from the banks because it was too
costly, so production went down.
Those few that managed to stay
productive had to sell their goods at
10
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Finished Products Now

Imported

Because of the

terest rate

the decontrol

dream. At

the peak of interest rates of neairly
40% the rate of inflation was running
at over 60%.

The IMF Structural Atyustment

Programme.

positive

a

uncertainty created
by exchange rate and interest rate
movements it became prudent not to
tie money into ventures that had long
term gestation such as
production.

Under these circumstances it became
better to import finished goods which
could be disposed of quickly before
further rounds of exchange rate and
interest rate changes. The basis for

production had therefore been underon
finished imported
goods price tags had to be changed
every week after each foreign exchange auction or even twice if apart
from auctioning of foreign exchange
an upward movement in the interest
rate also took place that same week.
During this period a foreign exchange facility created under the sysmined. Even

tem
went

for the exclusive use of farmers
unutilised because the farming

community did not have the Kwacha
bid for the

to

foreign exchange.

New Economic

The main lesson from the liberal

consumers can turn to.

If relative

price changes take place without the
necessary infrastructure then the new
policies will make it difficult to
produce those very goods you expect
to replace the imported goods.
Under the New Economic Recovery
Programme, interest rates on loanable
funds
20%

fixed

between 15% and
to review as the
economic circumstances dictate.
This policy approach is primarily
aimed at encouraging investment in
are

subject

goods. It is important to
recognise that although prevailing innecessary

rates are lower than current
of inflation the stimulation of

necessary

production is

to

aimed

at

reducing inflation. Inflation can best
be tackled by increasing the levels of
availability of goods through production rather than reducing even further
the volume of production as the IMF
policies used to do.
Low interest rates may encourage

borrowing for production in sectors
with low priority but high returns or
borrowing for the purpose of importing finished goods. The Foreign Exchange
Management
Committee
(FEMAC) was created specifically to
handle this problem. The guidelines
for the allocation of foreign exchange
by FEMAC were published and clearly show which sectors will receive
priority. Any attempt to obtain foreign
exchange to establish industries with
low priority rating will be rejected and
so will attempts to
import final consumer goods that are
being produced
in the domestic economy.

It must,

however, be added that additional
measures to

control

even

the direction

of credit should have been put

in

place.
Increase Incentives and Mobilise

Resources

Recovery Programme

policies pursued under the IMF
period is that economic adjustment
cannot take place unless a
country is
structurally strong. It must have the
infrastructure to produce currently
imported goods so that when relative
price changes take place there will be
available local goods to which domestic

the
productive sectors of the
economy. This investment is vital in
order to raise the levels of output of

While

foreign exchange control can
the importation of none
priority goods, the lack of control on
prevent
credit

means

that limited

resources

may go into financing non-productive
domestic activities. It is even conceivable that a person can obtain credit

for the purpose of financing smuggling. It is, therefore, important to introduce selective credit controls.
Because of the fact that inflation is

likely to remain above the existing
of interest until production picks
up, the issue of supply of loanable
funds becomes important. This is an
rates

issue which was not resolved even
under the high interest rate regime of
the IMF. Within the existing interest
rate structure it is possible to substan-

tially increase incentives to savers.
existing differences between interest rates on savings and loans are

The
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just too high. Banks are receiving
savings at 8% while loaning out the
same money to industry at 20% or
even more.

If this gap, which is too wide by
world standards, can be narrowed, it
is possible to mobilise additional
resources although it must not be forgotten that the very low earnings of

the Zambians will always be a major
constraint to additional resource

mobilisation

through savings. It is also
important that we start looking at
other ways of mobilising resources for
our development outside the traditional bank borrowing. The issue of
share capital by a number of our firms
could avail to them additional resources at less cost than
borrowing from
banks. This, however, should be done

by the business community itself. A
number of people that have supported

this idea have had the wrong notion
that it is the government which should
establish

stock exchange where the
buy shares. This is wrong
because it is the business community

public

a

can

itself that sees the need which should
take the initiative. The lead can be
taken through companies going public
rather than remaining private or fami-

ly entities as is currently the case.

Technology Policy and Economic Recovery:
A Response
Donald Chanda

Calestous Juma must be congratulated for the brilliance and clarity with
which he has discussed the issue of

favourable international economic
climate and external debt is to

technology and economic

who may
the history of underdevelopment
this continent. The major impact

Africa. But, it’s with the
liance that he

can

recovery
same

in

bril-

manage to trap

casual reader not to see the
dangers in his argument. Meticulously
and with scholarly lucidity he puts formany a

ward statistics on the state of
economies in Africa and convincingly
shows why Africa needs to strengthen
its economics. He carefully avoids the
historical dimension which should be

properly understood.
The major source of Africa’s state
of economies is its role as a
material supplier which it has

raw-

been
delegated in the international division
of labour shaped and controlled by
the advanced capitalist states. Technological incapacity consequently followed this role because Africa

was

limited, and still largely is, to basic

technologies, to simply process the
first stages of raw materials. Where
complex technologies come in, even
these are mainly to meet basic needs
such as provision of food, shelter,
clothing and basic communications,
essential for transactions of anyone’s
economy.

and mislead those
not be well grounded with

dependency

on

as a

un¬

•

of
of
technology, trade and

ideas has left an uncurable disease,
cancerous in nature and requires a

major surgical operation of society to
of cure.
The groups which control political
power and decide over matters of
state policies are dependent in the
things they do. So, one does not hope
these dependent policies will never

•

start the process

deliver us out of the economic quagmire. The many rhetorical arguments
made on putting Africa on its right
foot have ended up in libraries, or

lucky

especially the
contemporary ones, like Lagos Plan of
Action and many regional ones of its
kind serve only as reference materials
for academics and are occasionally
used by politicians during continental
museums,

problems is like echoing the master’s
voice,

at

best;

and these
woven,

are

•

ones,

and national ceremonies.
To say the global economy is open
and makes it difficult to establish the
exact cause of particular economic

appear
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cause

because

Africa’s

problems, complex as they may appear, have clearly identified sources

Simplification

Firstly, to view the situation
result of persistent droughts,

simplify the

and official documents have identified

correctly Africa’s problem,
these include;

well related and inter-

probably that’s why they may
complex. Bui; many scholars

among

Persistence of an old international
economic order and its tech-

nological dimension which is exploitative to our economies but on
which we continue to depend;
Negative effects of imported technology which disorients types of
production, tastes and creates
more needs which
only deepen
dependence e.g. make Africans
eat bread when they do not grow
wheat (in many countries) while
they grow what they do not consume
like coffee (at least the
majority);
Vagueness of conception of
science and Technology in many
African countries, with limited
financial allocations to science
and technology institutions;

•

•

Ineffective linkages between |research and development activities
and production centres;
Above all the institution and existence of a governing class whose
tastes and interests are totally de-

pendent on the international
capitalist system, whose policies
are
ever
dependent, whose
programmes cannot be executed
without outside financing, which
kills local ideas and initiatives by
11
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locals and

banning criticism of any kind from
giving prominency to
foreign experts, ignoring local ex-

is an economic necessity not a
political slogan. The warped, dependent
subordination
of

perts even when local experts are

Southern

knowledgeable as they combine expertise with environmental
knowledge.

spheres ranging from transport
and
communications
through
production and personnel to

more

These

are

but

a

few of the many

problems; what is worse is these
problems will persist if we do not address them frantically by being frank
ourselves. As

to

one

scholar noted

territories

in

prevented,

and still gravely
hinders, economic development
basic needs of the
of Southern Africa.
to meet

people

ogy in many African countries stems
from the dependent nature of their
production systems and on commercialised technology of the advanced

these

cial and much needed role science
and technology plays in laying a self-

reliant, self-sustaining
are

is

that
intentions declared in

knowledge that
through commerciadization the technology market is one of the most monopolised markets in the world, and
its through this same process that
capitalLsm continues to penetrate and
dominate the developing countries,
Africa being part. Mudenda quoting
Castro on industrialization shows that
the industrialization of Third World

countries is

equivalent in strategic
laying the main technological
and material base for development. It
is our duty to"speak up, not in a round
about manner that Juma is trying to
do, to remind those responsible - the
policy makers, the rulers of our states
that the problems rest squarely on us
and increased dependence is not the
solution, nor is petty bargaining the
terms to

are

re-

qui)ed to courageously rely on ourselves,

the things we make, things we

cotisume

etc. to come out of our own

efforts and resources. It calls for a
radical change in attitudes, consumption habits, even the political and

ideological conceptions.
After all, many official documents
have laid this in words, what the
countries have not done is implementation. SADCC states clearly that:
for the member states of SADCC
reduction of external dependence

12

sure

easily said,

some

of these

policy statedone. Our

never

task is to have them done.

common

main formula, but that we

And

regional bodies like SADCC and
PTA, like the continent are crying for.
ments are

Technology and Capitalism

economy.

the economies which sub-

We know for

Trade

Arrangements

Technological changes in Africa require concrete, deliberate trade arrangements
where
technologies
developed locally in nations on the
continent will be tested and utilized by
other states. Industrial, commercial
and financial exchanges will be enhanced, unlike, at the moment, Africa
being fragmented into various trade
zones serving the advanced states with
the industrial, technological, production houses being controlled outposts
of multinational firms. \^Tiat Juma
should have emphasised is technological trade and exchanges on the con-

tinent, in SADCC, PTA, ECOWAS
etc. as the only viable way of embark-

ing

development strategy
sound indigenous technological base.

with

on a new
a

view to set up a

In this effort

one

There is

danger of shifting defrom each indhidual
country to sheer collective depend-

useful tool urgent-

ly required is for regional bodies to
calculate their inter-industry matrixes
which will allow them to know each
other better, and what each one can
offer in what quantities. At the moment advanced capitalist states know
more about us than we know about
each other. This is one of the most
salient issues to be addressed and
redressed if we are going to implement an authentic recovery strategy.

a

pendence

will

It

ence.

Given this

atmosphere, it is the
duty of scientists, natural and social,
to bring out abundantly clear the cru-

It

Venture Research

trade and finance has in the past

recently, "but if science and technology remain among the last items of
national priority as in the past, the
present unfortunate situation is likely
to persist". The root cause of the low
priority status of science and technol-

countries.

L

Africa

Anything short of such a base will be
no more than the dependent recovery
on
outside technology, trade and
finance which will change nothing, but
deepen African economies debt and
the international capitalist system.

not

solve

the

basic

problem.
The question of venture research to
generate new information and analytical approaches is welcome. One expected an illustration on this, as to
what venture research has to venture
into and what it contains and what it is

expected to achieve. One observes
that some basic infrastructures have
been built, what probably needs to be
done is to effectively link such research information and findings to industrial and economic production activities. This can be done by deliberate
national and regional policies which
can
direct private capital (largely

foreign),

utilize local

to

resources,

sponsor the research institutions and
local
programmes,
encourage

machinery

fabrication

and

use,

modification of imported technologies
to suit
needs. Coupled with this
should be a range of measures that
will make research and development
autonomous from central control, be
of wide coverage and be pan and parcel of people’s production activities.
This is the surest way of making research and development grow with in-

dustry and for industry to build confidence in local research and development
a linkage much needed for this
continent. Technologies tend to be
country specific because they address
specific needs.
-

It is with such kind of understanding
that other explanations advanced by

Juma, such
fects

on

seen as

as

the oil crisis and its ef-

African economies should be
diversional issues, in that they

try to hide the real impact of the international division of labor and the
weakness of African countries in the
world capitalist economy.
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INSIDE SOUTH AFRICA

The

Group Areas Act: Pillar of Apartheid
June

Harsh

new

-

tabled in Parliament

-

was

on

races
June 30

Pretoria is also indicative of its determination to act against transgressors,

focussing a new world attention on
this pillar of Pretoria’s apartheid
policy.
The three bills tabled provide for
penalties for contravening the GAA
to be increased, properties "illegally"
occupied by non-whites to be confiscated and sold by the state. The appointment of inspectors to police the
Act and the state no longer being required to provide alternative accommodation for people evicted under

something they were not able to do effectively under existing Group Areas
Laws.
First Influx

The Group Areas Act (GAA),
which has sought to make different
races in South Africa live apart since
its introduction in 1950, has continual-

ly been undermined in several major
cities despite harsher actions by the
Pretoria regime to enforce the Act.
Black people first began moving to
Johannesburg’s inner city, under the
GAA set aside for whites only, in the
mid-1970s. The first generation of socalled "illegals" were people of a
mixed race (Coloureds) and Indians,
impelled by a .severe housing shortage

the GAA.
Fines for people contravening the
act are increased from R400 (about
US Dollars 200) 25-fold to R10,000

(about USD 5,00) and from two year’s
imprisonment to five years for property owners who allow transgressions.
Fines for "illegal" occupation of
property increases from R200 to
R4,000 and from one to two years’ imprisonment.
The new legislation circumvents the
supreme court ruling (1982 - state vs
Govender) that alternative accommodation must be found before GAA

transgressors can be evicted.

Although

the

denied that the

opposition

Pretoria

new

bills

regime

were

harsh,

have stressed that
these new measures clearly show that
Pretoria
was
now
introducing
measures to tighten the control over
groups

who lives where in South Africa.
In response to

the new measures,
Dangor, a spokesman for

Mohamed
AACTSTOP

told Africa News

Organisation that Pretoria’s intentions
behind tightening up the GAA could
almost certainly
fears of further

be attributed to its
right-wing backlash.
"Clearly Pretoria is afraid of the rightwing racists and is bent on placating
them," He said, "It also confirms previous

allegations that the Pretoria

SAPEM JULY 1988
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regime is racist in its basic policy,"
added Danger.
The tightening of the GAA by

legislation to enforce the
- while

Group Areas Act (GAA)
opening certain areas to all

van

in their "own" residential areas which
had existed since the 1940s but which
had grown as the Group Areas Act
■

forced many Coloured people and Indians from inner cities into segregated

townships.
Blacks, therefore, initially moved
into residential areas set aside for
whites only not because they wanted
to confront the GAA, but because

they had

no

choice under apartheid

laws.
Black residents in "White Areas"

prepared to experience harassand inconvenience in the socalled "Grey Areas" which resulted
from their moving into White Areas
because they believed that the aiternative was homelessness. Later they
were

ment

came

to

see

that there

were

other ad-

in living in the inner cities,
advantages denied them under apartheid laws which primarily hinges on
proximity to their workplaces and to

vantages

-

amenities.

From

even

long before the time

black people began moving into the
white inner cities until late 1987, the
Pretoria regime has been committed
to residential segregation. In the 1950s
it devoted substantial resources to en-

forcing this policy by removing black
people from white inner city areas to
segregated black areas (townships).
But, when blacks began moving back
into these white areas, Pretoria was
either unable or "unwilling" to prevent
them. First it ignored the process, an
obvious measure not to get the wrath
of the international community. Then
Pretoria tried to contain it, but

stopped short of a concerted effort to
reimpose segregation - though, the
Group Areas Act was always there
empowering Pretoria to evict "illegals"
from white designated residenfial
areas.

Until 1978 black settlement in the
white residential areas met little rcsistance. But in that year press reports

published reported on the extent to
which so-called coloured people and
Indians had moved into "white"
central Johannesburg. The intention
of these reports was to illustrate the
failure of the GAA to curb black settlement and to urge its repeal. But, by

drawing

attention

to

the

black
13

presence
in these areas, they
prompted racist right-wing groups to

demand that Pretoria enforce the Act
more

vigorously.

accommodation in "black areas".
In sum, these attempts by Pretoria

White Resistance

White resistance was led by the
racist National Forum, which was
formed by British immigrants. Its
members visited apartment blocks,
drew up lists of flats occupied by
black people, and handed these over
to the group areas police. The division
of the South African Police (ASP)

responsible for enforcing the GAA.
In late 1978 and 1979 the police
pressed charges against more than
640 black residents who "illegally" occupied flats or apartments in "white"
areas. In
response to the threat of
evictions, ACTSTOP was formed in
1979 and it soon requested help from
progressive lawyers in fighting evictions.

According to ACSTOP, between
1979 and

prosecuted

1982 the authorities also

four

landlords

whose

blocks of flats housed many black
residents
and
threatened
action

against them.
By early 1983, the chairman of
ACSTOP, Mr. Cassim Saloojee,
reported that between 8,000 and
12,000 blacks were living in white
inner-city areas. According to Official
Government figures, by the end of
1983 42 prosecutions under the GAA
had been launched in

Johannesburg
only. But all the prosecutions were
dropped later.
This, however, did not mean that
Pretoria had abandoned attempts to
enforce the Act in Johannesburg - in
the years after Govender Ruling - it
stUl attempted to control black influx
irilo white suburbs. But Pretoria acted
with care.
its first response was an attempt to

persuade "illegals" to accept housing
in the townships. Black residents
were, however, reluctant to leave.
By 1983 government decisionmakers had begun to accept that pressure on "illegals" and landlords would
not in itself curb desegregation and
that they should also provide incenfives for "illegals" to leave their own
homes. But the offer of housing
14

L

preference in the townships was handicapped by financial constraints and
the huge costs of providing alternative

merely confirmed what the influx of
"illegaJs" had demonstrated - that the
black housing shortage had been partly created by the GAA and would
remain as long as the law was in force.
The black housing shortage in South
Africa

was

put at

more

six South Africans, are homeGroup areas constraints on land
and occupation of under-utilized

every
use

white residential accommodation further aggravate the situation of homelessness for black people.
No Reliable

Figures

really sat down to monitor them. In a
report submitted to the South African
council of churches (SACC) earlier
this year, the Johannesburg Central
Advice Office provided some figures
for Johannesburg which could serve
indication of the evictions
which took place under the Act.

were

evicted from their flats in "white"
In

April, 14 people, including 5
families were evicted and in May 80
people.
areas.

Prosecutions under the Act since
1982
totalled
19, according to

Mohamed Dangor of ACTSTOP.
Actions taken by caretakers or
landlords against "illegals" during the
first five months of this year, were:
9

cases reported to the Johannesburg Advice Centre of harassment by caretakers including 3
cases

of sexual

harassment

of

women,
•

4 Cases of assault
on

•

•

by caretakers

tenants,

charging

of

allowing

case

of tenants,

and,
•

One

where

case

caretaker

a

handed over two children to the
child welfare authorities without
the consent
mother.

knowledge of the

or

Reign of Terror
White resistance to the influx of
blacks
into so-called whites-only
residential areas and the reasons why

they oppose this, was countered by
the Black Sash human rights organization by pointing out that racially
mixed areas actually brought down
the crime rate in residential areas. Ac-

•

5

cases

of murder

per

10,000

people in the Johannesburg suburb of Hillbrow and 19 in the area
of Mondeor (a segregated white

area),
•

2 cases of culpable homicide
Hillbrow and 23 in Mondeor,

in

•

25 cases of assault in Hillbrow
and 63 in Mondeor,

•

110 cases of common assault in
Hillbrow and 142 in Mondeor.

This information clearly shows that
the racially mixed areas are far better
off than the whites-only areas.
W’ith regards to racial conflicts in

racially mixed

areas

such

as

Hillbrow,

the ACSTOP stressed to

Africa News
Organisation that whenever such conflicts flared up, it was mainly instigated by right wing groups opposed
to
Weerstandsbeweging
(AWB
Afrikaner Resistance Movement) and
the Blanke Bevrydingsbeweging (BBB White Liberation Movement). And already opposition members of Parliament have expressed fears that white
racist groups start a new reign of terror against
"illegal" in white residential
areas.

3 Cases of caretakers
"visitors fees" •
One

2 Cases of caretakers who have

confiscated property

some

According to these figures, from
January to February 1988, 82 families

•

•

building and charging
month,

a

cording to the Black Sash, there were:

The number of evictions under the
GAA is very difficult to obtain in
South Africa because nobody has

as

RlOO per

than 800,000

units. This means that at least 5-million jjeople in South Africa, one in
less.

toilet of

a

caretaker

people to sleep in

a

In

general there

were no

incidents

of racial conflict and it seems as if the
different races tollerate each other.

communal
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Zimbabwe in Search of Unity
Masipula Sithole
The

unity declared between ZANU

and ZAPU

welcomed

Further efforts to unite these two
made after independence. President Mugabe included Nkomo in his
initial cabinet in 1980 and sacked him

months ago was
every sector of our

seven

in

were

society, including the dissident sector
(if press reports are anything to go
by). One citizen commented, in relief:
"What a relief, peace at least!"
Another citizen’s comment
too

was:

good to be true." And

citizen’s comment was: "I
believe it. We have heard this

a

together with other ZAPU ministers
in 1983 following the "arms caches affair". A bitter conflict ensured in
Matebeleland from 1983 until, if not
the present, then the Christmas Eve of

"It’s

third

don’t
sort of

1987

story once before."

ending

My

purpose in this article is to persuade the third citizen to believe the

unity attempts failed, and why I think
that the current unity accord is likely

to endure. I will conclude the article
with a cautionary note.

History of Factionalism
The story that the third citizen has
"heard once before" is that a split in
the nationalist ranks occured twenty
five years ago in 1963 when Ndabanin-

gi Sithole led

a group that rebelled
from Joshua Nkomo’s leadership of
ZAPU and founded ZANU, a radical

group philosophically commited to
the overthrow of Rhodesian settlers

by force of arms, if necessary.
Through the 1960 ZAPU remained
the Bolshevik (majority) party, while
ZANU

remained

a

Menshevik

(minority) party.
There was a proliferation of other
political parties on the Zimbabwe
political landscape from the early
1970. FROLIZI and the so-called "internal settlement" parties, the UANC,

ZANU, ZUPO, UNFP, ZDP, NFZ,
SAPEM JULY 1988

a

division.

story being told this time, and to
sound a word of caution to those from
whom this citizen has "heard this sort
of story once before." To do this 1 will
first summarize the story that the third
citizen has "heard before". This is followed by an analysis of why earlier

when,

and ZAPU

and NDU, all came into existence

during the 1970s. At their
numerous,

on

the

eve

most

of the inde-

pendence elections in 1980, they numbered nine. Yet, when the dust finally
settled, the residue showed the former
ZAPU-ZANU split. Now, however,

movement

had

FROLIZI

outfit,

failed.

the

The

1971

1972

Joint

Military Command (JMC) manouvTe,
the ambitious Lusaka Unity Dcclaration of 1974, and the ill-concieved
ZIPA (Zimbabwe People’s Army),
were

some

such attempts.

But the

serious

(if not critical) of these
unity attempts, that also failed, was
the uneasy three-year marriage bemost

ZAPU and ZANU of 1976-79,
the Patriotic Front.
tween

December 22, ZANU

signed the unity accord
quarter of century of

What happened? Is the unity final?
Is this the end of political division in
Zimbabwe? In other words, what ex-

plains factionalism in the Zimbabwe
polity during and after the independence struggle, and what could be
the basis for hope that a repeat of the
divisions of the last twenty five years
does not revisit us?

the scales of dominance had irre-

versibly .shifted in favour of ZANU,
and the leading personality in 2LANU
was now Mugabe, not Sithole. The
proliferation of parties resurfaced on
the eve of the 198.5 general elections,
but again the residue showed the
centrality of the ZAPU-ZANU line of
cleavage.
Ever since the ZAPU-ZANU split
of 1%3 many attempts at bringing
together the factionalized nationalist

on

Explaining Factionalism
Before
causes

I
of

attempt to explain the
division

in

Zimbabwe

politics, it is important that 1 begin
with an important caveat in the social
sciences. In social life, particularly in
politics, there are no single-factor explanations. At best, one can only talk
of contributing factors, or a combination of factors, while hazarding an
educated guess as to the weight of
certain

factors

in

the

chain

of

causality. And common sense is usually the best way to start because it is
common to most
people. This is why
common sense

works when

men

and

of

practical affairs in politics
use or appeal to it. Moreover, social
factors
such
as
race,
ethnicity,
religion, nationalism, class, age,
gender, you name it, are resources
that political gladiators use in the pursuit of power since politics and the
pursuit of power are inseparable.
women

15
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Now let

us

look at theories offered

explain factionalism in the Zim-

to

babwe
polity during and after
colonialism. One theory argues that
the incumbent colonialists engineered
division and factional in-fighting in
the movement to weaken it so that

they would either remain in

power or
in neocolonial control of the emergent
government. This is an aspect of the
classical "divide-and conquer" theory.
It is difficult, however, to demonstrate
how the ZAPU-ZANU split of 1%3
was the work of either the white settiers in power or elements external to
the movement itself.
There were suggestions of "enemy
some of the splits
in exile in the 1970s. Suggestions that
all the "internal settlement" parties of
the 1978-1979 period were sponsored,

already been divided some quarter of
a century ago as we entered the independence era and the Matabelcland
conflict. This is not to suggest that
South Africa, racist and mischievous
as she is, could not have attempted to
destabilize us had our history shown a

quarter of a century of unity. Far
it. What I am saying is that we

from
lend
ourselves as easy prey to enemies. Our
enemies should at least put in some
effort they should sweat if they hope
to penetrate our ranks. The ease with
which the enemy can destabilize a
people, an organization, a movement,
a country, or a region, is often a func-

tion of internal weaknesses.

agents" involved in

varying degrees, by the Smith
regime have never been denied.
Moreover, more than achieving ethnic
parity in the Council of Chiefs, the
settler regime hoped to develop or
to

retain Ndebele and Shona conscious-

in the

polity by always creating
structures that weighted the Ndebele
as numerically equal to the Shona. But
the uneasy relations between these
two groups, as we all know, or should
know, pre-date colonialism.
ness

Disagreement Amongst Leaders
It is doubtful

Hence, when ZANU split from
ZAPU, it never made any headway in
Matebelcland. This situation obtains
this day.
The 1980 independence elections
showed the preponderance of the ethnic factor in postcolonial Zimbabwe

dependence elections, the 1985 election epitomized the influence of the

In any case, a divided movement,
like a divided country, often attracts
the attention of its enemies. Rumour
that South Africa was either attempt-

ing to seduce

or sponsor some

of the

dissident factions in Matabelcland
after independence illustrates this

point. The nationalist movement had
16

Further, it would be

a costly error to
subcthinicity among the
larger Shona and Ndebele groupings.
To what extent has subcthnicity been
a factor in intra-party in fighting? In
the 1970s, the internecine fights in

be blind to

2LANU in exile

was

still fresh

Shona-Ndcbele

on

ethnic

the 1980 in-

factor

on

voting patterns

even more. ZAPU
won all the seats in Matebeleland, not
because workers and peasants in
Matabelcland mistook the ZAPU

leadership for a worker or peasant.
Together with the Ndebele bourgeoisie, they have always known the
ZAPU

were

blamed

on emer-

gent hostilities between the Karanga
and

Manj'ika Shona-subethnic groups.
FROLIZPs detraters denounced it as
a Zezuru outfit and a "grouping of
cousins and nephews". In 1979, when

from a
Bishop Muzorewa, he
accused the latter of running his party
with
a
"Manyika Mafia", while
Muzorewa’s
group
denounced
Chikerema as leader of a Zezuru
Zvimba clique. The 1979 National
Front of Zimbabwe (NFZ) was perceived as a Karanga outfit formed to

lobby Lord Soames for the release of
ZANU detainees in Mozambique as
the Jesuit of the in-fighting of the
post-Geneva period (1977-1978).
No

to

during the liberation struggle. The
ZANU-ZAPU split of 1963 was
caused neither by white settlers nor by
external
imperialists.
Nationalist
leaders disagreed among themselves,
and when they could not resolve their
differences, they split and ZANU was
formed. Moreover, the major factions

They were the result of earlier
developments in the nationalist movement itself, developments propitious
for the enemy to exploit.
I

A second school of thought argues
that a better explanation of factionalism and infighting in the liberation movement and the continued
strife after independence is tribalism
or the ethnic factor in power contests.
The leaders of political parties and
factions within the parties have
tended to have an ethnic power base.

tlerism

Groupings

coalition with

politics. If it can be argued that the
political impact of Rhodesian set-

involved in the "internal settlement"
did not originate from Ian Smith.

Sub-ethnic

James Chikerema broke away

Tribalism

that, left to themselAfrican nationalists would have
inclined toward unity in one party

ves,

decided to commit class suicide while
Ndebele peasants and workers were
not aware of their real class interests.

leadership loved capital.
Similarly, ZANU (PF)’s overwhelming victory in the Shona-speaking
areas was not a vote only from Shona
peasants and workers. The Shona
bourgeoisie also voted ZANU (PF)
knowing full well that Mugabe indined toward peasants also voted
ZANU (PF) knowing fully well that
Mugabe inclined toward peasants and
workers. It could hardly be convincing
to argue that the Shona bourgeoisie

Empiral Proof

of thought argues
that factionalism and in-fighting in the
Zimbabwe nationalist movement was
A third school

caused by "unprincipled, petty bourgeois" politicians hungry for power.
According to this argument, as long as
the petty bourgeois class led the
liberation struggle, splits and factional
in fighting were inevitable. This view
is often expressed without empirical
proof either of the class position/background of the so-called
"petty-bourgeois" leaders, or an
analysis of what they have articulated.
What is resorted to

as

substitution

to

empirical proof often boarders on innuendo, vilification and the vulgar.
Without empirical proof we are left to
wonder in confusion from the implied
illogic that "they are petty-bourgeois
because they cause splits and factionalism".

Already a view is being peddled by
analysts of the recent unity accord that it is a regrouping of the
"petty bourgeois" elements from both
ZANU and ZAPU, having the Shona
working class to unite with their
some
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JULY 1988

}
Ndcbele counterpart in a struggle
against their natural class enemy, the
bougeoisie. The suggestion implied by

late "political resources" no differently
from their petty-bourgeois counter-

ship stems from the working class,
splits and factional infights will stop.
Such view of the proletariat is naive. It

Unity Failures

this observation is that when leader-

is sentimental

think that

nonsense to

politics in a worker state will wither
Working
class
political
gladiators in pursuit of power among
themselves, will most likely manipu¬

plaining social phenomena; that all
sorts of

combinations and permutations of social factors are possible in

part.

explaining causality, and that it

As
noted, several attempts to
achieve unity failed during the period
between 1963 to 1987. What then ex-

cernable to

none

Accordingly, it might be wise to
humble ourselves to the possibility
that "original sin may be the cause of
failure to achieve unity in the past.
cause.

plains that history of failure? Here,
again, let us remind ourselves of the
caveat about single-causation in ex¬

away.

may
of the factors disthe social scientist are the

be that

even
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V.

BEHIND THE NEWS

Lesotho

Highland Water Project
Joel M. Moitse

the Italian government’s confor th( underdevelopment of
Southern Italy that generated public
works projects to reduce the regional
imbalance in Italian economy. The
result was that cash was placed into
the hands of many Southerners to
move
north. The effects of this
It

was

cern

process was to create a

boom in the

north intensifying the imbalance.
In the case of Lesotho there is
doubt that the border towns are

periencing

a

massive boom

as

ex-

the

existing spin-offs from the project.
Perhaps many Basotho will be able to
buy tickets to invade the Vaal industrial complex which will receive a
massive boost from the proposed
project.
The
Lesotho
Highland Water
Treaty was signed on the 26th Ocany

-

nine months after the

overthrow of Jonathan by South
African imposed economic sanctions.
In the heat of euphoria and general

uncertainty the military signed a treaty
which, as it stands, amounts to ceding
a large portion of Lesotho, which carries the only area with minerals yet
discovered in the poor kingdom, for a
song. Seen against the parameters
Jonathan expostulated as non negotiable, it amounts to

a

serious

com-

promise of our territorial integrity.
The feeling is growing that the
treaty should be renegotiated. The

1

/

Government itself is concerned not to
lose credibility with the nation at a

(' ■' time when the treaty has not yet been
referred to

f

even

parliament for ratification,
though it is being implemented

if this has been done.

as

A South African
The

Lesotho

Project?

Highland Water
Authority has been established and its
18

of humanitarian consideration,
and not because they offer a viable
service.
"This
arrogance
is inout

no

South African economy, acting like
one man, prepares itself to rake up

tober, 1986

secretariat floor is completely white
with South African stenographers - a
fact which has convinced
many
Basotho that the project is uniquely
South African and not Lesotho’s. One
South African firm which won a juicy
contract has told begging Basotho
would-be sub-contractors that they
must know it might just grant some

tolerable," cried
be

one

sub-contractor.

begging wouldIssues

became

the

day it necessitated the postponea
seminjar until the elected
working committee could adequately
brief members on the provisions of
ment of

the treaty.

Participation of SADCC

This process is in progress on the
understanding that South Africa’s objective is not to rip off Lesotho but, in
pursuit of its own interests it can not
be expected to safeguard our interests
^

as

well. That it hurried to have the

treaty signed immediately after the

sharply focussed when the South
African Foreign Trade Organisation
entered the scene. This organisation
proposed
an
L.C.C.I./S.A.F.T.O.
seminar on the bilateral perspective of
the treaty. The Chamber of Commerce of Lesotho is a
popularly controlled organisation and this afforded
Basotho the very first opportunity to
voice their feelings about the treaty.
Among the topics to be handled by

demise of Jonathan will always leave
that impression, however. The issues
are so fundamental for Lesotho that

the seminar

the people of Lesotho. We are aware
that another treaty of equal magnitude may be in the pipeline.

•

were:

Opportunities for increased trade
as a result of the Highlands Water
Project,

•

A

guide to investing in Lesotho,

•

A

case

•

•

history

on

exporting from

tion.
In this exercise we would deem it
essential to engage the participation
of the SADCC countries, their univer-

skies,

our

peoples and in particular

Naturally we are not in a hurry to end
up with a country we can hardly call
The reason for the inclusion
of Pik Botha’s statement should be
our own.

Lesotho,

obvious, it is the only document that

The

assures us

Lesotho

Highland Water
Project in perspective,

Financial
Lesotho

ramifications

Highlands

of

the

Water

Project,
•

clearing them should become of the
highest priority whilst interfering least
with the momentum of rising expecta-

Formation of

syndicates in engineering
manufacture,
food
processing, Agro-Industry, construction, tourism, service sectors
(financial, legal, insurance), and
transport.

As this programme was brought to
the attention of the members late in

of South Africa’s goodwill.
The copy of a treaty is obtainable
from the Highland Water Project

Authority in Maseru for a princely
sum of Fifty rand. The same treaty can
be obtained from the South African
Institute of International Affairs publication - South Africa Record, No. 45
of September, 19^ p 32. It has not es-

caped our attention that though the
Treaty was signed on the 26th October it appeared in the September
issue of the above mentioned publication.
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GENDER ISSUES

African Women Writers and
Gender-Consciousness
Patricia McFadden
A few months ago,

citing

meeting

in

I attended an exLondon about

African Women Writers. The theme

Speaking for Ourselves - and the
organised by a group of
African women who have been
foreed, by various circumstances, to
leave their countries, albeit ternwas

event was

porarily.
We met to inform each other about

respective activities and plans, to
enjoy our achievements and to
strengthen the links between us, as
well as to discuss our problems, with
the aim of finding lasting solutions to
them. U was refreshing and most satisfying to hear and learn from each
other, and we all came away with a
our

warm sense

of achievement.

The main

speaker during the three
day meeting was Graca Simbini
(Machel), a wonderful woman, who,
through her great knowledge and
commitment to the struggle for
human dignity and freedom, has made
a significant contribution to the
Struggle for peace and democracy in
Southern Africa, and especially in her
country - Mozambique. And while she
was in the United Kingdom, she
gave
much encouragement and strength to
all those engaged in the anti-racist,
anti-imperialist struggle "in the belly
of the beast".
Sexism in

Language

But what struck me as she spoke,
the glaring lack of gender-sen-

English, when usually she spoke in
Portuguese or in one of the indigenous Mozambican languages.
Then I changed my mind. Yes, it was
a question of
language, but not in the
simplistic and unproblematic sense of
translation. Rather, it was a serious
problem of sexism in the language,
and language, a problem which most
African women scholars and political
activists have
with.

not

yet come to terms

We cannot on the one hand speak
of fundamental human rights, and in
the same breadth deny (inadvertantly)
the existence of more than half of the
world’s people as "he" or "man" or
"mankind".
I raised this problem with some of
the women present at the meeting,
and got a disappointing response. "Oh

Pat, why do you always fuss so much?
What is the matter with you? You see
gender in everything! Graca said so
many important things, and all you
heard were sexist expressions!" they
cried out in desperation.

Yes, 1 insisted, I heard

every

single

sexist and chauvinist word (as well as
the other "important" things), and it
was even more serious for me, because they were uttered
who has spent most of

by a woman
her life fully
engaged in the struggle for democracy
and freedom.
How come then that the language
she used/and uses, does not always ex-

the achievements and reality of

was

press

sitivity in the language she used. She
spoke of "mankind", and constantly

Mozambican and other women still
referred to as "mankind", except when
specific reference is made to them?
Then, to make things worse (for
some
of my colleagues) I asked
another taboo question "why is (iraca

u.scd "he" to refer to all Mozambicans
and human beings. At first I thought

(kindly) that it might be a question of
language i.e. she was speaking in
SAPEM .lULY 1988

using Samora Machel’s name, especially as he has been deceased for almost two years now?" This brought on
another storm of anger and surprise,
and some sisters started shouting "so
you are a feminist" and hurling all
kinds of admonitions and accusations
at me.

Constructive Criticism Needed
Part of the problem was that I had
touched a raw nerve. Some of the

had never really questioned
the fact that they uncritically accepted
their husbands’ names,-and some had
even continued to use the man’s name

women

even

after divorce.

The other part of the problem was
and still is the unfortunate feeling of
awe
many women
(and people
generally) feel in the presence of a
great achiever. Graca is a dynamic
and powerful speaker, she exudes
warmth and strength even when she
sits quietly, and that is very good. We

need such women, and it is a wonder-

ful

feeling to be with them and

to

learn from them. But they are not
"sacred cows" (and 1 use the expres-

sion
open

tongue-in-cheek), they must be
to scrutiny and constructive

criticism, and I

questions

was

confident that my

valid and necessary.
But some of my sisters felt - and I
say felt because it was a reaction
rather than a response - that I was
being too critical, and that I was not
sufficiently "respectful" of this great
were

woman.

I

that there were some
privately supported my
apparent "lack of respect" and "knpermust

women

say

who

tincncc", and this was even more annoying than the uncritical acceptance
19

of sexist stereotypes

and expression. I
"cupboard feminists".
Anyway, my questions were meant
to provoke discussion and anger
about so many issues which too many
enlightened and politically conscious
cannot

abide

women

with.

still refuse to

come to

Why can’t Graca

use

terms

her

own

name?
name

She doesn’t need Machel’s
to make the political impact she

is so very capable of making. She has,
through her own activities and commitment to the struggle in Mozambique (and in Southern Africa), carved
her own political and social space.
Why should she be called "Mrs
Samora Machel" as so many people
still refer to her?

Graca might not agree with my
position, but that is beside the point.
What I am saying applies to all
women, and I am raising a more fundamental question than just that of
the identity of a particular woman individual. We had met to Speak for
Ourselves, and that meant not only in

relation

Westerners

to

who

have

usurped that right from us for centuries, nor only in relation to male
African writers. It also

meant

that

we

speak for ourselves through a
language which is gender sensitive,
which says who we are, what we as
women are doing and
achieving, and
must

what

we

want to be

and will be.

Therefore, while my sisters were
reacting to what they called my
"feminism"
i.e. my demands to be
heard as a woman and as an equal social part of my society - my screams
against invisibility and passivity,
against submissiveness and uncritical
acceptance of conventional male
definition this was what they too had
-

-

been and

were

demanding.

Feminist

Expression

They had come from all over Africa
to reject the negative portrayal of
women as extensions of men, and
they
had insisted over and over again that
we are women and we insist on
being
recognised and accepted as women
through our ideas, views, words - writings. And yet, it seemed so difficult to
make the leap from anti-sexist and
anti-patriarchal feelings to feminist
language and expression. I have related this experience not to under20

mine

the

commitment or
of my sisters

political

and colleagues. On the contrary, I am trying
to raise questions and debate, in an
attempt to move the process of
gender-conscientisation forward, beawareness

cannot assume that being
(physically) we are automatically able to define ourselves in the
correct political and social sense. And
history has taught us that we cannot
make the above assumption, even for
those women who are jx)litically active,
because
politics
is
still
predominantly m^le politics.
cause

we

women

Gender-consciousness
comes from praxis, from

therefore

learning with
listening to other women; by insisting on the gender aspect of every
social issue and problem; by looking
for women in every sphere and shouting out their presence and activities;
by being proud of being a woman
political activist and being able to put
and

the gender issue at the same level as
other important social issues. This is a

position to take in our
male-dominated
sexist
societies,
where we (or is it them really!) are
still centuries behind on the issue of
necessary

gender.
Therefore,
barrassed

we must

and

stop feeling em-

intimidated

every time we raise the issue of gender
in "male" meetings, the men either
smile and look aside, or pretend that

nothing of importance has just been
said. We must insist

prioritising

on

gender, whatever the meeting is
called, because all issues affect
women in one way or another.
It is only when women (and men)
African writers, of every discipline,
start to write about "her" and
as

use

"she"

the main pronoun,

that the process
gender-consciousness can take off

of
in our societies.
So next time you

story book, or
use

write a
an essay, or

"she" instead of "he"

-

children’s
whatever,
and do

so

consistently. It is very therapeutic, I
can assure you. Finally, let me state
once again most
categorically, that
this article is

imaginable,
women.

not

as
But I

intended in any way
a
am

weapon against
sure that some

sexists, eager to pick holes into the
feminist debate, will try - and I hope
unsuccessfully - to use my words
against women. I cannot change such
men, and do not even dream of doing
SO.

They will always be sexist and
patriarchal, even after everyone else
becomes

a

true democrat.

when.
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AFRICAN INTELLECTUALS REFLECT ON THE OAU

The OAU at 25: A View From Central Africa
Nzongola-Ntalaja (Central Africa)
After all the ^ood things that
been said about the OAU this

have
eve-

ning, 1 beg to be forgiven if I seem to
the negative side of its record.
For I come from a region that has witstress

nessed OAU inaction with respect to
the Congo crisis and to genocide in

Burundi,
the
Central
African
Republic and Equatorial Guinea, and
OAU incompetence and negligence in
Chad.
It is true that some progress has
been made, as other speakers have

pointed
out,
particularly
with
reference to OAU mediation in border disputes and to the African
Liberation Committee (ALC). You
here in Southern Africa can truly ap-

pan-Africanism represented by the
Monrovia bloc, rather than that of the
authentically progressive tendency,
then represented by the Casablanca
bloc. The two groupings of African
states were best defined by their differing positions vis-a-vis imperialism
and the Congo crisis. The Casablanca
bloc was the smaller of the two and ineluded King Mohamed V of Morocco
and Presidents Gamal Abdel Nasser
of Egypt, Kwame Nkrumah of Ghana
and Ahmed Sekou Toure of Guinea.
It was characterized by a strong anti-

imperialist stance and support for the
Lumumbist forces in the Congo (now
Zaire).
>

predate the work of the ALC, and it
deserves the gratitude of all Africans.
But we should also be fully aware of

fully committed to the OAU,

it is the living symbol or manifestation of the spirit of pan-Africanism.

Spearheaded by the first generation of

generation of nationalists in the
1940s as the guiding force of their
quest for freedom from colonial rule.
Kwamc Nkrumah, Jomo Kenyatta and
other illustrious figures brought the
pan-African
message
to
their
countries during the struggle for indepcndence.
Conservative

Tendency

Unfortunately, the OAU

was

born

in 1%3 as the incarnation of the
moderate or conservative tendency of
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It is this conservative outlook
that explains the OAU’s ratification of
the
rejection by the African
nationalist petty bourgeoisie of the
cardinal principle of pan-Africanism,
states.

namely, the unity and indivisibility of
the African continent. In its place, the
OAU has enshrined the principles of
non-interference in the internal affairs
of member states and the non-in-

According to former Tanzanian

as

new

of the conditions of its

rapprochement with thp Casablanca

Minister of Economic Development
Abdul Raham Mohamed Babu, the
resolution on the preservation of
colonial frontiers was introduced at
the 1964 OAU meeting by Tanzania at
the request of Haile Selassie. It is not
difficult to understand that the true
intention of the wily old man was to
obtain the OAU seal of approval on

work of the ALC!

African intellectuals in colonial Africa
and by diaspora Africans in the Caribbean and North America, the panAfrican movement was energized by a

concerns one

Colonial Frontiers

fifty member states only eighteen have
kept up with their payments for the
am

Brazzaville-Lagos-Monrovia
triumphed over
approach of the
Casablanca group. For example, the
former group made the dropping of
the question of Palestine from African

violability of colonial frontiers.

the extent to which OAU members
are committed to the total liberation
of Africa. Not long ago the Chairman
of the ALC complained that of the

I

the

group of states that
the more principled

The Monrovia

hand,
of

was

bloc, on the other
made up of a large number

Anglophone and Francophone
led
by Prime Minister

states

Ethiopia’s

participation in
the
Africa, during
empire incorporated the Ogaden, among other ter-

colonial partition of
which the Abyssinian

Abubakar Tafewa Balewa of Nigeria
and Presidents William Tubman of

ritories. With Somali nationalists call-

Liberia, Felix Houphouet-Boigny of
the Ivory Coast and Fulbert Youlou of
Congo-Brazz.aville. The Monrovia

Somalia, Ethiopia

generally soft on imperialism and gave material and/or
moral support to the moderate Congolese leaders who had murdered

Eritrea,

Patrice Lumumba.
When
Emperor

Somali Democratic Republic.
The question of Eritrea is a matter
of denied decolonization, not secession. Those who oppose Eritrean in-

states

were

Haile Selassie
brought all of independent Africa to
Addis Ababa to create the OAU, it
was

the

more

conservative outlook of

ing for

single state

Greater
merit in
upholding colonial boundaries, while

at

the

a

same

over
saw great

time

holding

on

to

former Italian colony, on
the same historical grounds used by
the Somalis in their quest for the incorporation of the Ogaden in the
a

dependence like to confuse the issue
21

by drawing parallels with Katanga and
Biafra. But the only comparable case
is that of Western Sahara, a former

European colony whose decolonization is denied through annexation by a
neighbouring state with historicallybased claims on the territory. In the
case of Western Sahara, both the International Court of Justice and the
OAU have rejected Morocco’s claims.
Eritreans have not been as lucky with
African and world public opinion
since their country was annexed by

Ethiopia in 1962,

one year

creation of the OAU.

before the

Unfortunately, the OAU has
even seen

it fit to list Eritrea

agenda item for

one

as

not

Habre establish himself

an

of its meetings.

the

principle of self-determination,

it opposes illegal occupation in
Namibia and Western Sahara, it must

endorsement

I

the government of General Felix Mailoum in N’Djamena, with Habre as
President Malloum’s Prime Minister.
With the other factions continuing to

fight

and

Habre’s appetite for
still intact, the whole
country was now embroiled in a nasty
and brutish factional war, a veritable
supreme power

Ethiopia and other African states in
attempt to rehabilitate the former
secessionist leader Moise Tshombe,
whom Brussels and Washington had

Hobbesian

installed

in
Kinshasa
(then
Leopoldville) as Congolese Prime
Minister in July 1964.
Tshombe, who was later that year to
be excluded from the non-aligned
conference in Cairo after having been
briefly held prisoner for his crimes
against Africa by President Nasser,
was
warmly welcomed to Addis
Ababa and assisted in his dealings

with the ministerial council of the
OALl by Emperor Haile Selassie. The
American Ambassador to Ethiopia

22

their

state had

powers to manipulate the organization to their advantage. In particular,
the United States of America used
an

of

(FROLINAT) and the neocolonial
changed by 1978 when Hissein Habre’s faction of an already fissiparous resistance movement joined

unilateral annexation and illegal occupation in Eritrea.
oppose

-

OAU

The first two issues are interrelated
and have to do with the internationalization of the Chadian civil
war in the 1980s. The character of a
civil war that began in 1966 as a confrontation between the Front for the
National
Liberation
of
Chad

the OAU has a moral responsibility to
address the Eritrean question. Just as

Manipulation

un-

Civil War in Chad

colonial frontiers and its commitment

addition to the question of
colonial boundaries, the 1964 meeting
of the OAU witnessed the first suecessful attempt by extra-continental

the

prescriptions for economic reforms.

tegrity of member
states
has
prevented it from dealing with the national question in Africa in a serious
manner. By virtue of its resolution on

In

as

disputed ruler of Chad; to derail or
prevent the convening of the OAU
Summit in Tripoli in 1982; and to win

More generally, its preoccupation
with border disputes, together with
the fetishism of non-interference in
internal affairs and the territorial in-

to the

was also active not only in
seeking the
help of His Royal Majesty and other
"moderate" Africans for his Congolese
client, but also in actually coaching
Tshombe on the speech he had to
make before the council. According
to a cable of September 6,1964, to the
U.S. Department of State, the Ambassador states that, "I had him run
through each point and came as close
to a rehearsal as possible."
This pattern of extra-continental
manipulation of the OAU by the
United States-and its European allies
is still a reality today. Witness their
successful efforts to help Hissein

state of nature.
Led
by Nigeria, neighbouring
countries stepped in to seek a reconciliation of the warring factions. At
the conclusion of a series of meetings
held in Kano and Lagos, less than
eleven factions formed a Transitional
Government
of
National
Unity

(GUNT)

in

August

1979,

with

Goukouni Oueddei as President and
Hissein Habre as Defence Minister.
The OAU was to guarantee the
reconciliation process with a peace-

keeping force made

up

of troops from

three countries;

Benin, Congo and
Guinea-Conakry. Only the Congolese
were

able to make it to

N’Djamena

with
who

small

contingent of 600 troops,
participated in any action
during their stay in Chad between
mid-January and the end of March,
1980. Lacking the will and the means,
the OAU was unable to stop the civil
a

never

war.

United States Intervention
In December of that year, President
Goukouni called upon Libya to send

him troops to

help him end Habre’s

rebellion. Defeated by the Libyans,
Habre and
his troops
fled to
Cameroon and eventually fou J their
way to Sudan. There, they set out to
prepare a counter-attack with U.S.

support supplied through Egypt and
the Sudan. Meanwhile, the Libyan

military
once

in N’Djamena had
energized the OAU into

presence

more

action. Convinced that Habre

was

the

only leader capable of standing up to
Muammar Khadafi, the United States
and France

were now

determined

to

any means, including the OAU, to
oust'the wavering and palaver-loving
use

Goukouni in favor of the Machiavellian

Habre, who

was

perceived by

many a Chadian as a "Toubou
bande so obviously motivated

chef dc

by selfaggrandizement" (Virginia Thompson
and Richard Adloff, Conflict in Chad,
Institute

of

International

Studies,

University of California, Berkeley,
1981, p. 143).
Ha\ing shown little interest in
Benin, Congo and Guinea as peacekeepers in Chad, Washington and
Paris saw great promise in the gendarme ability of the three countries
chosen by the OAU to replace Libyan
troops, whose departure in November
1981 was also requested by President
Goukouni. The three countries

Nigeria,
regional

Senegal

were

and

Zaire. A
power, Nigeria’s stake in
Chad was self-evident, and Lagos had

already sent

peace-keeping force

a

there between March and June 1979.
As for Senegal and Zaire, they were

basically performing

a

gendarme duty

within the context of the neocolonial

relationship between their
ments

and

the

latter’s

govern-

in
respectively, who
provided much of the material support for their troops in Chad.
The facts clearly dcmon.strate that
the OAU "peace-keepers," like their
patrons

France and the U.S.,
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external allies, vere partial to Hissein
Habre. It will be recalled that the mission of the peace-keeping force was to

separate the parties in conflict while
negotiators worked to reach a peaceful resolution. The major parties at
the army of GUNT and the
rebel forces led by Habre. Contrary to
their mandate, Nigerian and Zairian

war were

troops stood by as

Habre’s guerrillas

marched all the way from the
Sudanese border in the east to the
western
border
of
Chad
in

N’Djamena.
With their superior weaponry, the
rebels
overwhelmed
government

troops,

forcing the President himself

flee for his life. By June 1982,
Habre had taken over state power in
to

N’Djamena, to the great satisfaction
of his backers in Washington, Paris,
Cairo, Khartoum, Kinshasa, Dakar
and other OAU capitals. Another
OAU peace-keeping mission had
failed or, more accurately, been ex-

ploited by extra-continental powers
for their

own

ends.

Economic Integration

Finally, there js the question of
integration and development. Along with other Third World
organizations, the OAU has generally
economic

taken a progressive stance on the
need to restructure world economic
relations in a
way
that would
redistribute wealth and enhance the

ability of

poor

countries to develop

themselves economically and socially.
In the African context, the Lagos Plan
of Action is the OAU’s most eloquent
statement on the root causes of un-

derdevelopment and what needs to be
done
to
overcome
it
through
economic integration and collective
self-reliance.
Between 1981 and 1986, these
progressive themes of the Lagos Plan
were
consistently defended against
the diametrically opposed vision of
African development adopted by the
World Bank through the Berg Report:
an
agriculture-based and exportoriented strategy of economic growth.
Why, then, it may be asked, did U.S.
Secretary of State George Shultz,
among others, congratulate African
states for their wise positions during
the UN Special Session on African
,

economic crisis in June 1986? The
reason
for this love feast, during
which the OAU document African

Priority Programme for Economic
Recovery 1986-1990 (APPER) was

adopted with minor changes as the
United Nations Programme of Action
for African Economic Recovery and
Development 1986-1990, was that the
OAU had actually embraced many of
the policy reforms dear to the
Western countries. Upon closer examination, the APPER is closer to the
Berg Report than to the Lagos Plan of
Action. Once again, in its confrontation with imperialism as in its positions on human and people’s rights

but practices

the OAU talks progress

reaction.
WTiat is the way out of the present
crisis? It was stated by a previous
speaker that the OAU is a club of
African heads of state. The states so

represented being for the most part
neocolonial, they serve the interests of
those who control them and their external allies. A radical transformation
of their structures is required to make
them serve the interests of African
workers and peasants. The first step

toward such a transformation is the
democratization of the state.
Democratic Alternative

Likewise, there is

a

need for

a

democratic alternative to the OAU.
Those who are genuinely committed

pan-Africanism should work to
and strengthen popular movements likely to cut across state bounto

create

daries to advance the cause of panAfricanism and to find common solutions to the common problems facing
the African people. Groups like the

for Justice in Africa
(MOJA) ought to be encouraged to
expand their activities in this regard.
Working together, such popular panAfrican movements will be in a position to search for effective ways of fulfilling the people’s dream of unity and
prosperity in a truly independent

Movement

Africa.

The Silver Jubilee Of The OAU
Noccur Bourenane

Mr.

Chairman, I feel very honoured

participate in this Panel Discussion
marking the Silver Jubilee of the
OAU. 1 feel particularly honoured be-

to

this is a part of Africa which, as
North African, I have not been to
before and have always longed to visit.

cause
a

I must therefore thank the African

Association

of

Political

Science

(Southern Africa Chapter) and the
African Academy of Sciences for arranging this panel.
SAPEM JULY 1988

(North Africa)

The history of colonialism divided
and it still divides. I still remember

us

for
independence, the only other Africans
we knew were Senegalese, and these
came to Algeria as soldiers fighting us
on the side of the oppressors. One of
the greatest things
about independence is that we have managed to
break this divide, and now we can relate to the Senegalese as brothers.
The OAU must be credited for ha\ing
that, during the Algerian struggle

been responsible for the
this gap, if only modestly.

We, intellectuals,

are

bridging of
quite often

prone to criticism; when it comes to
the task before us today, we must
learn to be a little bit more balanced
in our criticism, and give credit where
it is deserved.
Debt Problem
I

am sure

that there

are

certain im-

portant issues in Africa today which
23
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the OAU has

not

tackled, and

may

not, in actual fact, be in a position to
do much about given its constitution
as it is. Take, for
example, the debt

problem: Africa
US$180 billion in

owes

a

total

of

foreign debt. Much

as OAU member states have moaned
about this debt, disunity still prevails
within the ranks of these states

regarding how to deal with this
problem.
But if we look at the fact that the
OAU and its commitment to the

struggle for independence is still very
much alive, we will have to credit it
with quite a number of substantial
achievements. First, education : for
those of

times,

us

who remember colonial

we must

credit

independence

for the achievements in the field of
education. A higher proportion of our

population is now educated than was
during the colonial era. This has further meant that there is a bigger
pool
of people from which a scientific com-1
munity can emerge. The fact that we
are
here, talking and exchanging
ideas, is a good enough testimony to
what I am saying.
Second, is the question of the
defence of our independence. The
OAU is the only continental body in

Africa which has

sought consciously
safeguard Africa’s independence.
This effort brings all African nations
together and, even if it has not sueceeded to politically unite Africa, it
still offers the hope of this as a future
possibility. The OAU compels
to

African leaders to talk to each other

inspite of their differences,
solutions

common

to

to seek
Africa’s

problems inspite of their rivalries.
Agenda For Survival

economic

to

only analyse the weaknes.scs and
strengths of the OAU, but will also
focus it into the context of the history
not

of the Africa of tomorrow. As

a

social

scientist, Mr. Chairman, and not as a
politician nor orator, that is what 1

woes

think

our

task should be.

profoundly affect

Century

(East Africa)

Mr.

Chairman, 1 would like to join
colleagues in saying how grateful I
am to be here
commemorating the
OAU’s silver jubilee. In saying so,
however, I would like to reiterate the
fact that this occasion should give us
the opportunity to take a balance
sheet of the OAU’s achievements and

daries

of

its member states as
This has had its problems;
but the outcome of seeking to maintain these boundaries is that the (i)AU
has itself continued to survive. After

my

sacrosanct.

all,

even

if

regard this

we

vative stance

on

as a conser-

the part of the Ora stance that it has

ganization, it is
successfully maintained since it is the
very basis of its existence. Whenever

failures.
There

are two areas in which the
OAU can be said to have been suecessful in its work over the last 25

there have been border conflicts bestates, mediation committees have frequently been set up to
look into these and seek to restore
tween member

These are work of the LiberaCommittee, based in Dar es
Salaam, Tanzania, and the Mediation

years.

tion

Mediation

Right from its inception, the OAU
always held the colonial boun¬

has
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agencies which would still like

divide and rule Africa.
We must create carders which will

regards
Stnictural
Adjustment
Programmes. It is quite clear that
these programmes

against

As a scientific community, we must
reinforce the autonomy of the OAU
faced with the threat of other external

with lots of doubts regarding what
capable of achieving in
practice.
One area in which we ctm truly test
the OAU’s ability and readiness to

Peter A nyang ’ Nyong 'o

set up

destabilisation from
post-apartheid
period this will not be possible.

up

The OAU: Into the 21st

Committees which have been
from time to time.

state

the OAU is

Africa’s

internal

South Africa. In the

of course, another matter, and we
could discuss this at length and come

with

serious

being ma.\imised for defending the

and

develop a coherent agenda
for dealing with Africa’s economic
problems. The production of the
Lagos Plan of Action (LPA) was an
important achievement in itself. Implementation of the LPA principles is,

deal

addressing

not

economic problems. At the moment,
it is perhaps excusable not to address
domestic issues because resources are

Since the end of the seventies, the
OAU has moved systematically to discuss

the ability of the state to survive in
Africa because they erode the fiscal
base of the state. The OAU cannot afford to ignore these programmes;
Africa must develop a common agenda for survival with dignity.
In that regard, the liberation of
South Africa is important. Once
Namibia and South Africa are free, no
state in Africa will have the excuse of

peace.
But the fact that boundaries have

been
mean

successfully maintained docs not
that the problems that lead to
SAPEM
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the challenge of the sanctity of those
boundaries have been dealt with. It is
a common fact that African peoples
were

states

arbitrarily divided into different
by colonial boundaries: the

Somali nation in Eastern Africa is

split into four states, the Maasai are to
be found in Kenya and Tanz^ania, the
Akan

are

in Ghana

Ivoire, etc. In the

as

well

case

as

Cote d’-

of the Somali,
divided nation

the search for uniting a
has been there since independence.
The consequence is that the Somali
state has used this to advance its own

project of territorial claims against
Kenya and Ethiopia.
While the dissolution of colonial
boundaries in Eastern Africa may not
necessarily be the answer to the
Somali problem, and while such an attempt might unleash more complicated problems, behaving as if the
Somali issue does not exist is not a

satisfactory answer either. The OAU
should recognise that colonial boundarics are a problem in Africa, or that
they are the cause of major internal
and cross-border conflicts in Africa.

After recognising
should realise that

this, the OAU
people who have
waged struggles since colonial times
in defiance of these boundaries

are

not likely to give up such struggles
simply because the OAU refuses to
addre.ss these issues realistically.
Perhaps an answer lies in the quest
for democracy. If the people can be allowed to put their case dcmocratically, perhaps even the question of boun-

daries

would

not

look

that

problematic. The OAU’s Charter
begins with the phrase "We, the
Heads of State ..surely this simply
implies that the OALI is a club of
"Heads of State" and not a body representative of the people of Africa. As
club, it is difficult to see how it can
really discuss the people’s issues from
a people’s point of view. What we
really need is an OAU Parliament
where the people’s representatives
a

can
ner

air their views much in the
of the European parliament.

man-

Liberation
It does

quite clear that, since
independence, the OAU Liberation
Committee has done quite impressive
work in coordinating the liberation
struggles for those territories which
seem
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still under colonial rule. Member
have not always paid their dues
to the Committee, and this is some-

were

states

thing they should be ashamed of. But,
with the independence of the former
Portuguese colonies in the mid seventies, and the eventual independence of
Zimbabwe, the Liberation Committee
can
rightly claim to have accomplished some feat for Africa. The
Front Line has moved much closer to
the Republic of South Africa, and that

explains why the struggle to liberate
the last bastion of settler colonialism
has grown so intense, particularly with
the politics of destabilization in
Southern Africa.
It must therefore be realised that
the tide of history has been turned,
and we should prepare for a tremendous change in Africa within the next
two decades. The OAU, however,
does not seem to realise this. If the
whole of independent Africa is now

facing South Africa, and if we realise
apartheid state is not giving
up power that easily, since it has
that the

tremendous resources to defend itself,
then independent Africa should be

fully mobilised to face this monster.
What should this mobilisation consist
of?
Frontline States Under Attack

First, the Liberation Committee itself: this is the time for all the member
states to pay

their dues to the Libera-

tion Committee. The Frontline States
are under constant attack; they need
to defend themselves against South
African destabilisation projects. They
need to defend themselves against the
South African military arsenal. What
if the apartheid state decides to use
nuclear warheads (which it has) in
limited ways to defend itself: what will

independent Africa do? Does the
OAU have a "strategic and research
division" within its headquarters to
provide an "early warning system" to
its member states as the crisis in the
south becomes more critical?
In whichever way South Africa becomes

liberated, post-apartheid South

Africa is going to play a very important role in African history during the
next

century. We must remember that

the

RSA

is

the

country in Africa;
characterized

by

most

its
very

developed

is
developed

economy

productive forces. It has a hardnosed, long-in-formation, indigenously grown and highly politically
motivated bourgeoisie. This hourgeoisie, based in agriculture as well as
industry, is politically fractionalised
along racial lines as well as productive
activities.
The Afrikaner

bourgeoisie, with its
deep roots in agriculture, has been
hegemonic in politics since 1948 when
the Nationalist Party came into power
to erect and perfect the apartheid
state. The undermining of the social
base of apartheid has come as a result
of the industrial development of South
Africa, and the industrial bourgeoisie
now sees
this political shell as a
hindrance to the continued dynamic
growth of the economy. The Boers are
therefore being asked to abandon
their "narrow mentality" in politics,
and see the world much more in terms
of a liberal democratic ethos. This
would make it possible for the RSA to
out of isolation in Africa
in the world in general.

come
as

An

as

well

Independent South Africa

With a bourgeoisie determined to
use
the state to advance its own
economic interests, post-apartheid
South Africa will be the first African

country to be independent with the
ability to run its own economy and to
withstand the compradisation of the
state as well as the ruling class. This
means that, at the level of the OAU,
South Africa will be such a powerful
nationalist force that the OAU will
have to change its lackadaisical

policies on economic self-reliance if
South Africa is to debate her own intercsts

seriously within the context of

the OAU. After all. South Africa, if
she pays her dues fully and if these
dues are calculated in accordance
with economic power, will be able to
absorb quite a big chunk of the OAU

budget. But who, at the level of the
OAU, knows this, and who gives it
some serious thought in independent
Africa?
A liberated South Africa

Namibia), and

a

(including

member of the PTA,

will be the center of the

growth of

a

home market in Eastern and Southern
Africa. It will be in the interest of
South African manufacturers to join
the PTA and to supply this part of
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Africa with South African made cars,
wage goods and armaments. After
wouldn’t it be easier to develop

all,

indigenous industries in Kenya and
Tanzania using South African technology rather than German ones?
Culture
It is

ironic, but the unintended consequence of apartheid is that the
African people of South Africa have
developed much stronger cultures
than the African people in the rest of
Africa whose cultures

jected to

as

were not

sub-

much oppression and

harassment. The South African Ian-

highly developed and
used, not just "at home" as happens in urban centres like Nairobi, but
are part and parcel of commerce,
music, intellectual life, politics and
daily communication. Because of
apartheid, the African people are very
much aware of their Africanness, and
that, however much they climb up the
ladder of economic success, being
liberated as a 'black person is
paramount in their minds and their
being. The literature they"write vividly
expresses this; the music makes us live
guages are very
are

^

it everyday. When South Africa
liberates herself from apartheid, these
are the people who will interact with
the rest of Africa trying, now from a

position of strength, to influence the
destiny of this continent. I have a
strong feeling that Africa will be dealing with men and women with much

Africa is even more urgent. This cannot be done unless we know the South
Africa of today as well as tomorrow.
Our schools and universities must
teach about South Africa; our re-

searchers, from Alexandria in Egypt
Swaziland, must investigate into, and write about South
to Manzini in

decolonised minds than the
bureaucrat and politician
one meets in independent Africa or
within the corridors of power of the

Africa. The
Television

OAU.

African radio and television networks.

more

common

Africa must therefore prepare for
this new member state of the OAU. It
wll be a member state very unlikely to
turn inwards following the history of
narrow nationalism that has characterised most independent African
states. It will be a member state that,

owing to the dictates of its dynamic
capitalist
economy,
will
seek
economic and political hegemony in
Africa.

Preparation
Africa must prepare herself for this
change; we must not continue to think
that fighting apartheid is enough:

(URTNA)
programmes

must
on

Radio et
Africain

distribute more
South Africa to

The Organisation of African Unity,
the Association of African Univer-

sides, the African Academy of Scienshould arrange for lecture
by South African scholars and
politicians in Africa. And, more importantly, the presence of the ANC,
PAC, UDF and all other popular forces fighting for liberation in South
Africa should be guaranteed in all independent African countries. Independent Africa cannot afford to
isolate South Africans fighting for the
ces

etc.

tours

liberation of their motherland.

preparing for post-apartheid South
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DEBATE ON INTELLECTUALS CONTINUES

-1

African Intellectuals and

Philosophy

Wamba-dia- Wamba

reflection of the crisis of thought in
circumstances of social crisis) is true.
A detailed thinking induced by perverse alienation from human com-

[Editor’s Note: This is an extract
from the author’s paper of the
same

title read at the 30th Annual

meeting of African Studies Association

held

Colorado,
USA,
November, 1987],
In

Africa,

as

Denver,

at

from

munity becoming

19-23

elsewhere, the

human.
The

ques-

tion of philosophy is linked to the formation and development of intellectuals as a social stratum. Intellectuals,
as a social category, emerge as a consequence

labour

of the separation of manual

from

society

intellectual

labour

in

this is one of the so-called
great differences that communism
aims at abolishing.
In its historical development,
human society has moved, in relation
to

-

its social division of labor, from

a

solid/complementary unit of manual
and intellectual labour (individually
and socially) to a separation (individually and socially) of intellectual
labour from manual labour. That is

why, as A. Gramsci said, in class
societies, not all people exercise the
function of

an

intellectual

even

if all

people think. The separation gave rise
to

a

social

stratum

of intellectual

"producers" whose magnitude keeps
growing, diversifying and becoming
more and more complex. Philosophydoing, as a relatively autonomous social activity, emerged as a historical
outcome of that same separation. In

pre-class divided communities, where
intellectual work

was not

fundamen-

tally separated from manual work,
philosophy as a social activity certainly did not exist. This does not mean,
however, that people were not thinking. But most likely, they were not
thinking systematically about thinking.
There is a sense in which what Y.M.
Guisse says about philosophy as a
pensee

de la crise de la
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pensee

(a

increasingly in-

emergence
of
a specific
more or

African
of
less initiated/induced by P. Temples Bantu
Philosophy - must be traced to the
philosophy as
philosophizing

colonial and neo-colonial

way

forms of

separation between intellectual and
manual labour in Africa. Those forms
are fundamentally determined by the
antagonism
opposing
imperialist
domination
(in its pre-colonial,
colonial and neo-colonial developments) on Africa and the African
people’s various forms of resistance
and struggles for true national independence and self-emancipation. Indeed, ethnophilosophy has been a way
of recognizing/denying a certain
capacity of thinking and spiritual
creativity on thé part of unphilosophical dominated African people. It was,
in a way, an attempt by colonialists to
recognize
produced
individuals
(breaking their social ties from the
barely surviving primitive community
under attack) and interpret them as
possible African ideological askaris
(watch dogs) of colonialism - a movement away from a formal colonial subjugation of the African societies to
their real colonial subjugation.

It would seem that the Catechist has
been the central figure among the
various forms of African intelligentsia
which have emerged through the slave

trading, colonizing and neocolonizing
relationship of Western domination of
Africa. The Catechist was not only the
ideological askari of the dominant
regime in dominated societies of
Africa, but the militant propagandist

of dominant ideas towards the
masses of people. During this

large
long
period of Western domination, the explorer, the missionary, the ethnologist/anthropologist
and
the
developmental social scientist have
been the central figures of the social
epistemology of domination.
The explorer was discovering for
"humanity" things that Africans were
living with all along. The missionary
discovered how pagan and sinful
Africans were and thus how thirsty for
salvation they were. The ethnologist,
of course discovered how static,
primitive, ahistorical the Africans’
ways of life were and implied that
these needed to be dynamized (i.e.
historicalized). The developmental social scientist (or modernizer) discovered that these "backward lands
and people" needed to be developed
and modernized. Is it surprising to
find that some of those roles have
been played by self-styled "Marxists"?

Anyway, the overall view of what is
the specific identify of Africa has been
theorized

as

a

"dramatic default of

being human"; this has been called
ethnophilosophy i.e. philosophy of
and for the dominated Africa". It does
not matter whether or not actual ways
of thinking of some real Africans fit in
this way of viewing things. The fact is
that this specificity is discovered,
theorized in the face of a humanity
that dominates it and requires it to be
so dominated.
Is it too much to link even the

etymology of the term Africa to this
research for a difference requiring to
be dominated? The term Africa came
from the Greek Aphrike meaning not

cold; from the Latin Aprica meaning
sunny; and from the Roman Afriga
meaning land of the Afrigs, the Roman
term

for the

people living in the
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Southern part of
Africa is thus a
from

a

the Roman empire.
term

comparative

which

awareness

comes

of dif-

ferentiation from an European point
of view. It was a European attempt at

grasping an unEuropean difference.
European philosophy has been
theorizing this difference- not as a
positive Other, but as a target, a
colonizable target. A philosophy of
Africa viewed from the point of view
of its difference from Europe is a
philosophy of fieripheralization.
In an important public lecture, Issa
Shiyji said that intellectuals as a social
body which gives society itsi image
does not exist in Africa. While some
African intellectuals exist as in-

dividuals, there is

of African
organic intellectuals disenchanted
with the status quo. This is not the appropriate place to enter in the debate
no corps

around the existence or non-existence
of such a corps of African organic in-

tellectuals, in Africa, have not gone
beyond the roles and functions of
sophisticated Catechists, i.e. militant
propagandists of dominant - essentially Western - ideas towards Africans
and have thus been unable to give to
African
societies
their
images.
Paraphrasing
Marx,
individual
African intellectuals are unable to
make
African petrified
relations
dance by singing before them their
own tune. The point is to permit the
Africans not even a moment of self-

deception and resignation.
Being an intellectual, as I wrote
elsewhere, is more than just fulfilling a
socially determined intellectual task;
it is also understanding fully its implications, its relations, to other tasks
(i.e. its social quality) and performing
it in a way which makes a difference
to the quality of human society as a
whole. It is also being able to perceive
the task as a "vibrating knot of
relationships." This is actually what
unites all those intellectuals who have

helped the

masses of humankind to
make this world a livable place - from
the nameless creators of wisdom in

Africa, America, Asia, Europe..., the
Socrates of all times, the Spinozas, the
Vesales, the Leonardos, the Einsteins,
the Ibn Khalduns, Jr’s, the Luxem-

burgs, the Kollantais, the Bertrand
Russells, the Fanons, the Marxs, the
Nkrumah.s, the Sartres, the Lenins,
28

the Mao-Ze-Dongs... many of these
kinds of intellectuals are not even
known: they remain - and will remain
nameless although their contributions - to the extent that they helped
humankind see, grasp and understand
the underlying patterns, the music of
these vibrating webs of patterns in
-

things and people - helped improve
the quality of human life. Very briefly,
being an intellectual is acting constantly to avoid one-sidedness i.e.,
being moved by a partisanship against
one-sidedness (one should truly be
moved by Socrates’s simple realization: "You don’t know it, I don’t know

it; let us keep talking, dialoguing,
some day we may know it").
As I see it, the emerging task of intellectuals in Africa has been to make
a critique of
every sphere of African
society and contribute in the theorization and realization of African people’s
power i.e. the self-determination of
African people. Vacillating between

imitatio/mimesis of Western Classicism and ethnophilosophical romantic search for, or celebration of,
African identity, African philosophy

has, in the main, failed to theorize the

problem of the African self-mastery.
The theoretical work devoted to the

calls, appeals of the authenticity move-

making even neocolonialism be
authentic, has hardly clarified the
issue of African self-mastery? The

ment,

The working class movement has
failed to develop an independent

political capacity to enable it to carry
out its proletarian task of the organisation of a politics of the domination of non-domination (people’s selfmastery). The creative promises of
Socialist
States’
experiences and
people’s liberation wars have faded
away without having led to people’s
self-mastery and self-emancipation.
Having often failed to grasp the historicity of each Marxist breakthrough
(October 17, The Great Proletarian
Cultural Revolution, etc.), African
Marxists have tended to view Marxism
as a scientific discourse, a technology
or a

consecrated

ogy"

one

"revolutionary idcolhad only to "adopt"; governments, parties even liberation movements have found it completely normal to "adopt" Marxism-Leninism as a
"tool" that guarantees victory. The
conceptions of the politics of cmancipation and the theoretical contributions, we are aware of, arrived at
through the "adoption", hardly internalized the teachings and lessons
drawn from the failures elsewhere.
The African situation, where intcllectuals are hemmed in by set of

paradigms that was set elsewhere,
legitimisation and reward systerns that skew their work negetivcly
and a total science system vvhich in its
operation is by nature imitative and

with

regning classes, through clientilism
and other forms of class alignments
around the developmentalist state,
have opted for dependency on international capital. The philosophical
justification of this arrangement could
not have possibly gone beyond imperialist philosophical classicism.
Until peripheralizatiom'dependcncy is

non-creative, demands intellectual
creaUvity. The intellectual work has

African sclf-iden-

on
"crude
romantic defence
of
African identity" provoke such a

arrested,

tify

can even

be

philosophically

achieved,theorized?
As we hinted earlier, philosophy
from its diverse

beginnings, has been a
protracted denial of self-mastery by
manual

workers.

And

Marxist

philosophy that has named the
proletariat as the incarnation of the
unity of the theoretical party (critique) and the practical party (practical
activity) is now in crisis : the
proletariat from whose perspective a
truly universalist humanism could be
reconstructed is nowhere

to

be found.

become here increasingly a religious
cult to the god called "The donor"
which shapes a social epistemology

opposed to the necessary African
struggles against one-sidedness. Can
"African philosophy" receiving all its
clues from the centre of concentrating
creativity, in Africa, seem to be difficult to provide. Socio-economic conditions and dominant .social cpistemology seem to be hostile to the
directive "da^e to think the unthinkable!"
The great African savant, Cheikh
Anta

Diop who represents, according

the sociologist Jean-March Ela,
"the
unique
and
excentional

to

phenomenon the black continent has
produced in the history of ideas",
sought, as a way of provoking cultural
SAPEM
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creativity, to rt dynamize African cultural through an erudite historical
regression to the remotest African antiquity. It is perhaps too early to say
whether or not that attempt Wl lead
to the necessary overthrow of the
dominant social epistemology in
Africa. The social

awareness

of the

possibility of different (or parallel)
civilizational filiations, however, can
be a very fruitful source of new ideas.
It is true that Eurocentrism which
informs the dominant social epis-

temology in African is not just a
simple error of approach or a simple
product of ignorance, but an expression of material relations of Western
domination of African (as well as the

world). The simple critical criticism of
of Eurocentrism which fails to deal
with the politico-socio-material or-

ganization of the social transformation of those dominant material relations won’t succeed to over-come it.
Without political (although essen-

tially

formal)

independence of
the scholarly
reputation of colonial historiography
(for example), although an important
element
of
ideological struggles
waged by African people, would not
African

countries,

have had much force and

efficacy in
silencing it.
Nevertheless, starting from the
point of view that African people
think and they don’t just reflect or express the material antagonism with
western domination, the revitalization
of the African capacity to think may
precede and in fact inform the
process of transformation of those
material conditions of European
domination. It is needless revolution-

ideology to the masses of African
people to mobilize them" won’t invigorate their thinking capacity. Ultimately, the cultural revolution or
Renaissance
preparing for the
planned African self-emancipation
(self-mastery) will be conquered by
the thinking masses of the African
people themselves.
I have begun elsewhere the critique
of Cheikh Anta Diopism, which I feel
ary

be

emancipation. Since Africa has fallen
under Western domination, this subject is nowhere given empirically, it

has to be discovered: Where/how/who
has made from the remotest African

antiquity, the history of African selfemancipation - not that made for
against Africans? That Cheikh Anta
Diop has, sometimes, tended to inscribe that subject into formal structures of language, social organization
or physical appearances should not
obscure that strong point. It is after all
by identifying that subject throughout
the African history, that the African
subjective element will be consolidated.
This anti-paper was

intended only
provoke thought. If we have sueceeded in doing so, our objective has
to

been achieved. The immediate task of
African intellectuals is to provoke
creative thinking capable of under-

Afrocentric

mining the dominant social epistemol-

Africanism, and whose true critique
should open up for new creative ideas
on Africa. In our humble opinion,
Cheikh Anta Diop’s theoretical work
is a protracted research for the
Afrocentric subject (maker of the history) of the history of African self¬

ogy that emphasizes mimicry and
routine learning through diffusionism.
If philosophy, as it is practised now,

to

the

core

of

cannot
new

help achieve that objective,

a

type or mode of philosophizing

has to be

attempted.

»
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CONFERENCES
The Third

Meeting of the Standing Ministerial Committee for Economic
Cooperation of the Non-Aligned Movement, (Harare: 6th July 1988)
Address

Mr.

by Mwalimu Julius Nyerere, Chairman of the South Commission

Chairman, Honourable Mini-

sters and

Friends.
First of all I wish to thank President

Mugabe and the Zimbabwe Government, which has always been very supportive, for inviting a representative of

the

human condition in the Third
World.
We held our first meeting in October 1987, near Geneva where (for
and
communications
logistical

by making recommendations on urgent current issues whenever the
Commission is competent and has the

reasons)

economic decisions we make now will
affect the lives of our people far into
the future.

we

have set

up our

small

the South Commission to this Meet-

Secretariat. There

ing. And I thank you, Mr. Chairman,
for allowing me to address this Session and thus to report through you to
your Governments and to the NonAligned Movement as a whole on the

objectives of our work. We agreed,
among other things, that the Commission will consider past development

we

discussed the

of

Third

As you know, it was announced at
the September 1986 Summit Meeting
of the Non-Aligned Movement that an

would be set up

persons

concerned for

our common

future.

Everywhere I have been received
warmly: everywhere political leaders
as well as intellectuals have expressed
interest in the Commission’s work and
recommendations.
At the end of July 1987, after wide

consultations, 27 distinguished and
committed persons of the South were
named as the other members of the
Commission. My colleagues and I

hope that

our

work will provide

basis for action directed at

30

a

improving

do

so.

For the world is

of the

Thus, the first matter of urgency to
which I wish to draw the attention of
Honourable Ministers concerns the

Syster of Trade Preferences
Developing Countries - usually

plaeased that at Belgrade in April this
48 Developing Countries did
successfully conclude the first round
of CSTP negotiations on the exchange

year,

and

cooperation strategies in the
resulting experience; the problems our countries
will face in the future owing to the
changing nature of the world in which
Third World, and the

exist as nations; and what we ourselves can do to strengthen our
societies and economies and make
our future development and eooperation endeavours more effective.
After codification, and further consideration of these basic questions at
our Second Meeting - held in Kuala
we

Lumper early in March this
Commission issued

a

year - the
Statement of its

Objectives and Terms of Reference. I
have brought a new copies of this
document for those who may be interested.

of concessions. This

was an

encourag-

ing beginning. Ratification of the
Agreement by these countries is now
necessary to make it operational and
to allow them to benefit from the
work they have already done. I hope

that, where appropriate. Ministers will
check the progress on ratification by
their country when they return home.
It was, however, the debt problem
which was raised with me almost

everywhere I went, and on which both
the OAU and some Latin American
Presidents have had special meetings.
From October 1987 to March 1988
the Commission therefore studied and
debated the External Debt problem

At our Geneva meeting we also
decided that as well as issuing an "End
of Life" Report and Recommenda-

possible action. After the Kuala
Lumpur Meeting a "Debt Statement"
was issued, and sent to all Third

tions-

World Heads of Government. Some

probably some time in 1990 - we

shall also try to

be of more immediate
help to the Governments of the South

and

copies

are

available here.

SAPEM
I

many

referred to as GSTP
As Chairman of the Commission, 1
wrote in January to all Heads of
Government of the Group of 77 Member Countries CSTP negotiations as a
means of effecting more South-South
trade - for I know from experience
that such matters can get lost in
bureaucracies. We were therefore

World

find out what the Governments of the
South want from the Commission, to
confirm their interest in its Report
and Recommendations, and to gather
ideas and information from them, as
well as from intellectuals and other

to

standing still, and

among

countries.

independent Commission of the South
under my chairmanship; the Heads of State and Government welcomed that proposal. Since
January 1987 I have therefore visited
about 30 of our countries (and met
still other Heads of Government) to

not

Global

work of the South Commission so far.
At the same time I want to draw the
attention of Honourable Ministers to
three matters which are both urgent
and very important for the future

development

resources
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I believe this very short statement is
worth the consideration of all the
Members of the Non-Aligned Move-

matters

ment, and therefore of your Meeting.
But I draw 'your attention particularly

without fanfare,
a
"new World
Economic Order" in line with their
own vision of the world and their own
interests. Their proposals have im-

to

points

two

in

it.

First,

the

"Guidelines" which the Commission
believes Third world countries could
very usefully accept and seek to press
upon all creditors. Secondly, the

proposal for

a

Debtors’ Forum, at

which Debtors

could discuss Iheir

problems with other debtors, and
learn from each others’ experience of
debt management. Such a Forum
might also enable countries with different kinds of debt problem to find
where their interests coincide, and
thus enable cooperation; at the least it
own

could enable debtor countries to
avoid the danger of being used by the
creditors against each other’s interests.

GATT
to

to

be

put in place, piece by piece, and

regarded

similar to the seven preRounds, which have
only with international trade and
especially questions of tariffs and
as

GATT

trade liberalization.
In
the
Uruguay

Round the
Developed Countries are pressing
hard for a number of completely new

The theme of the Xlth SAUSSC
hUcmational Financial Institutions and Socio-economic Development in
was

Southern

Africa. The theme
chosen because, since the early

SAPEM JULY 1988

our

countries.

asking that the basic
Movement, and of all

strategy of our
Governments, should be the maxi-

mum

possible unity of the South in

these negotiations. This would require
that instructions to that effect be given

through the responsible Ministers to
all representatives who work on our

lectual

Property Rights, all potentially
limiting the. development options and
freedom of action of the Developing
Countries.
A Ministerial Mid-Term Review of
the Uruguay Round Negotiations is
scheduled to take place in Montreal
in December this year. It is quite clear
that the major countries of the North

where

detailed

discussions

and

negotiations ongoing on all the time.
But these representatives need clear
instructions and full support from
their home governments about the national policy on the matters being
proposed, and about the strategy they
should adopt.
On behalf of the South Commission
I

asking that this Meeting, and the
full Ministerial Meeting of the NonAligned Movement to be held later
this year, should urge this question on
am

1980s the IMF and the World Bank
have been playing an increasingly im-

portant role in the economics of most
of the countries in the region. This
role has taken the form of imposing

are

vitally important for

the future independence of our
countries. The Group of Seven Industrialised Countries have recently
met in toronto, and have planned
their strategy. If we do not take care,
and if we fail to work together. Third
World countries may all find that their
national freedom of action in many
vital domestic as well as international
economic matters has been com-

promised

by agreements
"Uruguay Round".

in

this

The South Commission has been
still is working on this issue. After our

meeting in early August

we

plan to

issue a Statement and Recommendations which we hope will be useful to
the Governments of the South. It will
be sent to all leaders. Of one thing I

already certain; it will recommend
by the South in the
negotialtions. I urge these negotiaam
a

united stand

tions to your attention.
Mr. Chairman; 1 thank you

for this
these matters
and I express my very good wishes for
the success of your meeting. 1 am extremely sorry that a long pre-arranged

opportunity to speak

-

on

indeed an annual - national commitmakes it impossible for me to

ment

stay and listen to your discussion and
thus learn from you, I have, however,
asked that the Tanzanian representatives should give me a full report
on their return.

Xlth Southern African Universities Social Science Conference
27 - 29 June 1988, Kwaluseni, Swaziland
was;

of

negotiations

proposal means for our prospects and
development and independence. Fortunately, we have some very able
negotiators in the persons of Third
World representatives in Geneva -

vious
dealt

am

vices. Trade Related Investment
Measures, and Trade Related Intel-

in the full realization of what each

of the Third world have now for some
time been involved in discussions on
the "Uruguay Round" negotiations.
The Commission is concerned that
this Uruguay Round should not be

one

behalf on these and related issues at
Geneva
and
elsewhere.
These

the Com-

help.
My third and final matter concerns
the Uruguay Round Representatives

of each

They involve linkages between money,
trade, and finance, with Trade in Ser-

having such knowledge
what

a

our

control their own domestic economies
even to the extent that they now can.

mission decide whether it could give
other help on this question, and if so

can

as

importance to the fu-

Further, I

ture

mensely important implications for
the ability of Third W'orld countries to

hope at that Meeting to be able to
mark up a victory on essential elements of their proposals.
It is imperative that Third World
countries work together and take a
very active part in the detailed
negotiations on the Uruguay Round,

-

matter of vital

means

The Commission is anxious to learn
how Third World Governments
view these and other recommendations in this Statement. In particular,
it needs to know whether if any nation or group of nations decided to
call such a meeting of Debtors - there
would be a response. Only after
new

all Third World Governments

incorporated under

rules, and through this

(SAUSSC),

Structural

Adjustment Programmes
the panacea to most of the
developmental problems. The effects
of these SAPs arc now becoming evident and it was thought prudent lor
(SAPs)

as

.11

J

scholars in the region to reflect on
these issues.
The conference had four sessions

organised around four sub-themes
and they are as follows:
•

The

programmes have thus far proved a
failure both in terms of solving
balance of payments problems and
socio-economic problems. It was observed that no African country which
has adopted the SAPs has succeeded
in
solving problems of growth,

Children;

development and the welfare of its
peoples.

Economic

Crisis

and Stmctiiral

Adjustment Programmes;
•

Socio-political
Dimension
of
Stmctural Adjustment Programmes;

•

•

Impact of Structural Adjustment Programmes on Women and

of the Economic
Adjustment
Programmes on Rural and Urban
Development.
Implications

Crisis and Stmctural

The conference recognised the objective necessity of African countries
to adjust their economies in the light

32

of changes taking place in both the internal and external environments. As
such the SAPS were not challenged
from the standpoint of this necessity,
but rather from the fact that these

The conference

was

largely based on false and
contradictory monetarist assumptions which are oblivious to
African realities. They are principally
against industrial development and
often

are

economies, decline in social welfare,
and the "recolonisation" Africa.
The conference resolved that:
•

African governments

should chal-

lenge the basic assumptions the
IMF and the World and the SAP

packages,
•

African academics should
more

adopt a
responsible attitude and exthe theoretical inadequacy

pose
of the SAPs,

of the view that

part of the problem of the SAPs had
to do with the fact that the programmes

the
possibilities of reproduction
within these economies. The overall
result has been distortion of national

•

Regional and national fora .should
organised where concerned
scholars
and
leading public
figures
can
examine these
programmes and their socioeconomic implications.

be
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LIBERATION MOVEMENTS

South African

Military Occupation and Illegal
Rule in Namibia.

E.S. Amkongo
South

Africa

first

established

a

military presence in Namibia in 1915.
Although the war in Namibia is often
presented as of comparatively recent
origin, the South African military have
subdued resistance on various
casions since the earliest days
South Africa’s occupation. During

oc-

of
the
period between the two World Wars,
the foundations of the contemporary

military structure in Namibia began to
be laid.

By the mid-1960 the SADF had
three bases in Namibia; at Windhoek,
Walvis Bay and Katima Mulilo in the

Caprivi. Namibia’s strategic
regime assumed new dimensions during this
period. The hostile st^mce of many
countries, particularly in Africa,
towards the regime’s apartheid policy
eastern

value for the South African

became more militant after the
Windhoek massacre of 10 December

1959,

when South African police

opened fire on a peaceful demonstration killing all people, foUowed by the
massacre at Sharpeville on 21 March,
1960, in South Africa. The external
pressure together with the start of
armed struggle in South Africa as well
as in Angola, increased the importance of Namibia as a buffer territory
or

cordon sanitaire.

Military Manoeuvres
When PLAN, the military wing of
SWAPO, launched its armed struggle
in August 1966 against the illegal and

racist occupation forces, the South
African police and army were, given
the task of putting down the liberation

attempt at dislodging the
occupation forces from its

movements

colonialist

country.
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SWAPO Representative to France

The massive military build-up embarked upon by South Africa in
Namibia during the 1970 turned the

territory into the most heavily

oc-

cupied in the world, in terms of the
number of occupation troops relative
to
the
local
population. This
militarization drive by the occupying
regime has continued to the present
so that at any given time there are approximately 120,000 South African occupation troops in Namibia. When
this number is seen in relation to the
total population of 1.5-2 million

Namibians,

ratio
of 1 soldier for
adult
Namibians. This equation makes
Namibia the most highly militarised
territory in the world.
In late

one

Angola on the side of Angolan UNITA bandits, after the Por-

colonial regime had collapsed
was

aimed at

revers-

ing the tide of history and installing

a

puppet regime of its own choice. A
blackindependent
governed state was considered a
threat.
However, South African
troops were stopped and beaten back.
After their expulsion in March 1976,
the South African troops did not
return home but were obliged to
remain in Namibia to fight SWAPO
and its military wing PLAN (People’s
Liberation Army of Namibia), whose
prosperous

activities had increased

dramatically

during 1975 after Angola gained its in-

dependence.
Following Angola’s independence,
was
offered
SWAPO
logistical
not
facilities.
This
only gave
SWAPO’s military wing, PLAN, the
opportunity of operating on a front of
almost 1,600 km long across northern

camps

and military training

Angola. PLAN activities had
dramatically increased during 1975-6.
As a result of this improvement in
the situation for SWAPO’s freedom

fighters in 1976, the armed struggle
escalated in Namibia. The number of

military clashes and battles between
SWAPO combatants and racist soldiers increased to more than one per

day.

up with a
every 5-6

invaded

tuguese

refugee
bases in

ends

1975, South African troops

there. The drive

Namibia from the Kaokoveld in the
the Caprivi in the east, but
also enabled SWAPO to establish

west to

Repression of Civilians

occupation regime developed a
multi-pronged strategy to counter the
The

successes

tion

and escalation of the liberaled

by SWAPO. One of the
regime’s first steps was the extension
of de facto martial law to cover half of
war

Namibia as well as the introduction of
curfew in the war zones, which is

a

being brutally enforced.
Another
phase of colonialist
strategy was the creation of the socalled SWATF (South West Africa
Territory Force). This is comprised of
Namibians who are brutally and forcibly recruited since the South
African state extended its Defence
Act
to
Namibia for compulsory

training

and

Namibians of all

races

military

service

of

between the

ages of 17 and 55 years. With this the
regime wants to create a civil war, a

situation where Namibians kill fellow
Namibians and thus relieve the heavy

military burden it faces in terms of
loss of apartheid soldiers in its war in
Namibia. Remnants of defeated An-

golan FLNA bandits, former Portuguese and ex-Rhodesian soldiers.

33

r
specifically member of Ism Smith’s
Selous Scouts, were recruited.
The other components of South
Africa’s adopted strategy was a

Kassinga refugees

scare

them to such

degree that they would
port SWAPO

no

longer

combatants. It

a

sup-

thousand Namibians into its proxycreation SWATF, the policy of
forcing
Namibian patriots to join the SADF
rid SWATF,has failed as
young
Namibians have instead chosen to
leave their motherland each year in

join SWAPO’s military
wing PLAN and fight for the liberaThe

regime’s policy of attacking

Namibian refugee camps in Angola
has given rise to terribly tragic and ut-

terly despicable results. The most
deadly attack by South African'soldiers took place on 14 May, 1978,
when South African Mirage
fighter
bombers attacked the SWAPO Kas-

sin^ refugee camp approximately 250
km
inside

It

was

some

Angola.
early in the morning and

3,000 refugees, mostly

women,

children and

elderly people had assembled on the main square for morning preparation and duty assignment
when the South African jet fighters
swooped down dropping their deadly

boml». The aerial bombardment

immediately followed by

was

second
wave of
paratroopers who attempted
to seal oft the camp and
methodically
killed hundreds of refugees. When the
massacre ended around 700
people
had been slaughtered with 464
a

wounded. Two hundred and fifty
Namibians were abducted from

more

Angola and transported to

a

specially

constructed concentration camp at
Mariental in the arid wasteland of
Southern Namibia, where their existence

When

was

kept

a secret

until 1982.

about the concentration
camp leaked out, an international
protest storm forced the regime to
release their prisoners. Hundreds of
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TOT

news

genocidal campaign against

against the population. Amongst
are the
following units;
Koevoet (English translation :
crowbar)

these
•

strict

instructions

destroy everything
On

one

kids

popped

to

attack

and

we came across".

such

mission, "these other
and started to run...
some of them were
completely naked.
They had taken their clothes off to
show they were not armed. We started
shooting. We shot this young girl. She
up

must have been

five. And we shot her
father. We shot about nine in all".
Some of the interrogations curried

•

32 "Buffalo" Battalion

•

the Reconnaissance Commandos
"Recces"

out

•

SWA

Edwards said, was "pretty heavy".
"Sometimes we take the locals for

•

44 Parachute

•

specialist Unit

Regiment
Special Police, Tribal Police and
Home Guards.

to

tion of their country.

our path", he said. "Villages,
schools, hospitals. Many were killed,
both people and cattle. We had very

the Namibian people the regime has
created a number of so-called "elite
units" which it uses for its reign of ter-

was

hoped they would betray the resistance and the liberation
struggle. Although the regime has succeeded by
coercion
in
drafting some few

thousands

In its

information about SWAPO. "We
wreaked total destruction of every-

thing in

Elite Units

camps

intimidate and

still missing,

ing Angolan bush.

decision

to attack SWAPO refugee
in Angola indiscriminately and
the ctunpaign of terror, torture,
destruction, rape and imprisonment
of the Namibian people in an effort to

are

believed to be dead in the siu-round-

There

others

on

captured civilians and others,

questioning. It’s rough. We just beat
them, cut them, burn them. As soon as
we are finished with
them, we kill
them. Sometimes you have to do it to

as

children to make adults talk. There

cultured organisations, such as Etango, Eyuva...To list
the disgusting atrocities committed
by
these units, one has to write a book.
Representatives for the murderous
campaign these units lead against the
people is the example of what has be-

12-year-old boy. We wanted to
know what was going on. We wanted
his mother to talk, so we tied him
up
like a chicken with his wrists
up be-

are some

pseudo-religious

come

and

operating

or

known to the international press

community as the "search and
destroy missions" employed by most

of the named units. The 32 "Buffalo"
Battalion is the leading unit in the

campaign for terror.
It is based in the Caprivi strip in
north-eastern Namibia and plays a

major role in the SADFs strategy of

intimidation and brutalisation of
civilian Namibians. The activities of 32
Battalion became widely known after
the publication in February 1981 of
evidence from two deserters from the
unit. Trevor Edwards, a British mercenary who had served with 32 Eattalion for a number of months during
1980, was interviewed in a television
programme

and

by British Press
an Angolan,

whilst Jose Belmundo,

appeared before an International
Commission of Inquiry in Luanda.
Tales of Torture

Trevor Edwards provided graphic
descriptions of operations in which he
had been involved, during which
women

and

and children had been shot

killed, civilians tortured

to

was a

hind his back, strapped to his ankles.
Then we played water polo with him,

put him in this kind of dam and
pushed him about, let him sink. Every
so

not

often
cry.

we

took him out. He would

He just wet himself. The

mother did not tell us anything. In the
end we just left him in the water and
he drowned".

There are many examples of similar
brutality, all sanctioned by South
African so-called Security Laws imposed by the regime. This is the position today in Namibia with many more
such examples occuring daily.
As long as no international pressure
is bought to bear on the South African
apartheid regime, this campaign of

murder and terror in Namibia will
continue. The longer the South
African illegal regime in Namibia terrorize and murder Namibians, the
more the people will become radicalized. Namibian patriots under the

leadership of SWAPO, their vanguard
organisation and armed liberation
movement will not compromise for
anything short of genuine freedom
and national independence. Instead
the armed liberation is to be escalated
to its final victory.

elicit
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BOOKS

Philosophy and Ethnophilosophy
F. Eboussi Doulaga,
authenticite

problematique" (The Problematic
Bantu) in Presence Africaine 66 (1968)
is a philosophical assessment of
Temples’ Bantu Philosophy, Eboussi
Boulaga again fails somewhat to deal

Le crise du
africaine et
philosophic (The Muntu’s Crisis:
African
Authenticity
and
Philosophy)
Paris;
Presence
Africaine, 1977.239 Pages.
muntu:

Paulin

Hountonji, Sur la
"philosophic
africaine”
(On
"African Philosophy") Paris: Francois Maspero, 1977.257 pages.

Philosophy."
*

Nkrumah, Conscicncism,
and Ideolog for
Decolonisation, London: Panet
Books Ltd, 1964,1966,1970,1974,

Althusser)

Doulaga’s book is a major and
original intervention in the battle
against ethnophilosophy. It is still "too
philosophical" and very rough going;
indeed, it reminds one of both Hegel’s
Phenomenology of Mind and to a
lesser extent, Marx and Engels’ The
German Ideology.
Although hardly examining clearly
the social basis of ethnophilosophy,
the book presents an authoritative and
conclusive
critique
of
ethnophilosophy. After this intervention,
it is impossible to practise again ethnophilosophy. This is the strongest accomplishment of this rigorous book.
Its weakest aspect is the failure of this
consciousness to go beyond and unearth its social roots. In its very
idealist rigor, as Lenin said of Hegel,
the book is very close to being both
materialist and dialectical. Hegelian

(and Marxian) critique of philosophicompetently practised
Boulaga wants to explain why ethno-philosophical discal forms, is
here: Eboussi

the form it takes. As

is

really

a

methodological
ment

voyage: un chemineconscient de soi, as the author

would say.
It is difficult to summarise the
book, one has to read through it a
number of times. Eboussi Boulaga is a
Cameroonian priest and a professional philosopher. His "Le bantou
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«

tises, and very ably. This book is an attempt at a Marxist (theoreticist a lä

by: Wamba-dia-Wamba

book

♦

of Louise Althusser whose methods
and philosophical theses he still prac-

220 pages

the

«

«

sum-up

of the various posi-

tions on "African philosophy". The
first part of the book, entitled "argu-

ments", presents his main philosophical theses;
• African
philosophy is defined as
the ensemble of texts written by
Africans and described by them as

being "philosophical texts";
ethnophilosophy is an "alienated
literature", i.e. a form of expression
of a social consciousness, constitutes a discourse of alienation;
• the
myth of "African philosophy"
entertained by ethnophilosophy is
based on a rigourless extension of
the notion "philosophy" to equate it
almost with culture;
•
philosophy is a serious and
rigorous business, it has a history
that must be taken seriously;
philosophy is a particular form of
scientific hteratme;
The first part ends with a theory of
philosophical transformations: philosophy and its revolutions, where Althusserian theory of "epistemological
breaks" is practised.
The second part examines certain
specific cases of African philosophies:
•

Antoine-Guillaume
Amo,
Kwame
Nkrumah’s conception of philosophy
Nkmmahism and a study of pluralism.
The book ends with a post-script i.e. a

tendency to reduce philosophy to
epistemology. Houtodji’s Que peut
faire la philosophic? (What Can
Philosophy Do?) Presence Africaine,

♦

* * *

Nkrumah’s book is
Marcren Towa for

first

Kwame

such,

*

Hountodji, a Beninese, is a professional philosopher, a former student

Philosophy

course assumes

Philosophy. [Second Order, Vol. 112.7,
1977].

with the social basis and historical circumstances of production of "Bantu

J.

Reviewed

119, 1981, is an attempt at answering
critics, above all, O.Yai’s criticism
in his Theory and Practice in African
his

authentic

acclaimed, by
example, to be the

text

of

"African

philosophy".
It
is
theoretically
rigorous and deals, at every general
conceptual
level,
with
African
problems. It is an attempt at producing a theory of organization to guide
the transformational process of the
African confronted with colonialism,
imperialism, disunity and underdevelopment. As an example of critical criticism, although claiming to be
materialist and dialectical, it fails to
root itself in the culture arising from
the movement of the African mass
resistance against imperialism. It thus
falls into the error of accepting as true
what imperialist ethnology says of
African people d& being religious

through and through. Although he
recognizes that "a colonial student
does not by origin belong to the Intellectual history in which the university
philosophers are such impressive
landmarks", he makes no effort to explore what the colonial student’s Intellectual history would be. The first
chapter. Philosophy in Restrospect,
reduces the history of philosophy to
that of Western philosophy.
Nkrumah

presents

some

strong

philosophical theses in this book.
•
Philosophy emerges out of, roots in
and is an expression of, a social
milieu: it thus expresses the dialectic ("social contention") of that
•

•

milieu.
It
is

a
defence
(dominant
philosophy)
or
a
negation
(dominated philosophy) of a social
order prevailing in society.
It is a theoretical expression of an
ideology (which is reduced by

Nkrumah to

que one

a

dominant and uni-

in society) which is in turn
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•

a concentrated theoretical
expression of politics.
Consciencism is "the map in intellectual terms of the disposition of
forces which will enable African

society to digest the Western and
the Islamic and the Euro-Christian
elements in Africa, and develop
them in such a way that they fit into
the African personality." (p. 79)

Philosophical consciencism is said
to be materialist and dialectical. To
the extent that the dialectics entertained here is conceptualized through
the logicist model of "categorical con-

version", it is ignorant of history. Thus
the materialism expounded here is
akin to that of Feuerbach than
that of Marx. And the conception of
dialectics is here completely eclectic
i.e. the inner movement of African
more

history is not grasped but an external
articulation of its elements is attempted. That is why the whole conception of the dialectics of positive action and negative action externally
conceived is essentially voluntaristic.
And the last chapter. Set Theoretic
Terms, proves nothing and is both
pedantic and voluntaristic or arbitrary. Conciencism is a philosophy
of consciousness (as is any "African
philosophy" of African conciousness
claimed to be in crisis or torn apart
between too many models), and as
such is idealist. The very notion of
"concientisation of masses" i.e. the

spreading of

consciousness coming
above rather than emerging from
a

from
within the masses themselves is antiMarxist. It is thus not surprising that
Nkrumah fails here to grasp the class

partisanship of

any

philosophy. From

which class point of view should "positive action" be developed to decisively
win over the reactionary "negative action"? Nkrumah is unable to conceive
of this question here.
Journal of Social Development In
Africa, Volume 2, No 1, 1987.
School of Social Work, Kopje, Harare
Re\iewed

by:Abrahim M. Jassat

This edition of the Journal of Social
Development in Africa carries five
papers which varyingly address the

question of popular participation and
development or, what has come to be
36

known as, "another

development". The

papers by Midgley, Nkunika and
Muzaale respectively are based upon

"macro-level analysis" whilst the two
case studies by Smith and Hall deal
with micro issues.
All five papers, explicitly or im-

plicitly, refer to the role of the state as
an
agent of development. Midgley for
example, in his paper on "Popular
Participation, Statism and Development" stresses that popular participa-

tion outside the realm of the state is

individualistic, dangerous and misdirects people. In effect, this is what
he

when he contends that

means

a

major weakness in the literature of
participation is its failure to deal with
the realities of statism. According to
him, this inability to recognise the
state as a crucial agent of developis

ment

due

to

the

fact

that

of participation derive
their theory from ideologies which incorporate a basic distrust of the state
proponents

such

as

liberalism, anarchism and

populism.

Although he

that developwould only be suecessful if they were informed by the
participatory approach, Nkunika
nevertheless acknowledges the role of
argues

ment programmes

the state in such programmes, particularly that of extension staff at

grass-roots level. His
cess

is

recipe for

sue-

that, it is the latter who really

need to

adopt a participatory apthat the local people could
become involved in the implementation of programmes of development.
Muzaale, on the other hand, is
aware that it is the rural poor who suffer from what he terms production
proach

so

constraints and who have not received

adequate and sympathetic attention
from public resource allocations. He
is aware that conventional development is unable to resolve problems of
immiserisation amongst the masses,
not to mention that such policies too,
on occasion,
may contribute towards
such a process. Midgley too cannot
escape the fact that state power has
become increasingly centralised as
single party governments, dictatorships and military regimes have multiplied.
Therefore, it seems to me, that
under such conditions it is difficult to
argue that state sponsored develop-

ment has always been committed to
welfare ideals, let alone remained sensitive to local needs. On the contrary,
under such regimes, development is

only increasingly divorced from
realities of mass poverty and
deprivation but, by and large, assists
bourgeois and petty bourgeois class
not

the

interests.

Development policies are taken as
given and discussed in all the papers
in an unproblematic manner. The
problematic is reversed in that all the
authors take the political society for
granted and then try to show tha! it is
participation that needs to be injected
into policy to effect a symbiosis and
subsequently improve the whole basis
of intervention in development. At
this juncture, one is reminded of Issa
Shiyji’s telling comment when he
states that the ideology of economic
developmentalism is hegemonic and
that this has produced important effects, namely, that politics of the masses is displaced from the arena of
development discourse.
Furthermore, Midgley in particular
ignores the fact that popular participation in development emerged as
a response to
precisely conventional
models
of
development which
remained wholly economistic. He also
pushes aside the real problem which
is that of the incorporation by political
society of popular democracy. Such
forms of incorporation, in recent
years, have led to a situation whereby
the major proponents of people’s participation include a wide range of the
United Nations Agencies, the International Labour Organisation, churches
and several non-governmental organisations. For example, the call for
"another development" was issued in
1975 as part of the Dag Hammarskjold Report on Development
and International Cooperation which
was prepared for the Seventh
Special
Assembly of the United Nations
General Assembly. All the papers ignore

the

central

issue

related

to

people’s participation which is that of
"empowering" of the masses through
their participatory action.
Papers by Smith and Hall respcctively are case studies of participation
at work, so to speak. Smith assiduously shows that participation of women
in co-operatives remains relatively
SAPEM
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minimal which accounts for their position of disadvantage within contexts of

"egalitarianism". For example, her
report shows that despite progress
towards greater equality with men in
terms of their participation in productive work and decision-making in cooperatives in Zimbabwe, most women
still worked a "double shift" (because
of their domestic responsibilities).
Consequently their participation in
meetings was not as regular as that of
men
which actually explains their
under-representation in leadership
positions.
Hall’s paper is based on an empirical study of burial societies in a hi^
density suburb of Harare. From this
study, his paper shows how these
societies have established organisational structure which are geared to a
self-help philosophy. Working within
an
anthropological tradition. Hall
heuristically utilises notions of intra-

%

"home-boy" networks in accounting for the basis of self-reliance
among members of burial societies.
What is however interesting is that
both Smith and Hall, not imlike
others, recognise the state as a crucial
agent
of people’s development,
through their recommendations at the
end of each of their papers, and clearly call for greater state intervention
with respect to improving the position
of women in cooperatives or enhancing the organisational structure of

town

burial societies as in Hall’s case.
What is not made very clear
the papers under review is

in all
that

popular participation not only questions conventional models of development but argues that the disadvantaged 2md mar^alised groups in
society are "left out" of prevailing
models of development. In response
to why this is so, proponents for the
"alternative development" argue that

SAFES
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the former models of

development
relegate the development process to a
"techno-managerial system that merely oversees and manages development. By implication such process of
development not only reinforces the
exclusion of, for example "the rural
poor", but in turn constitutes an alliance of class interests with local and
national bureaucracies.
The contributions to this journal are
to be welcomed in so far as popular

participation needs to be debated
widely, including that of conventional
development.
Finally the philosophy of popular
participation as a process of encouraging popular democracy in
society merits serious attention. It is
crucial for the

masses

who will not

only transform it but supercede national democracy by their struggle for
socialism.

P.O. BOX MP111
MOUNT PLEASANT
HARARE.
OFFICE: 3nl FLOOR MASS MEDIA
HOUSE
19 SELOUS AVENUE
HARARE.

T»l*pbofM: 72787B, 73273B
T«Im: 6464 AAPS ZW.

AFRICA

=PHOTOTYPESETTINGz;
SAPEM has
on our

now

introduced to you the public typesetting done
as well as cost-saving DESKTOP publishing

time-saving

computer.

s

DESKTOP

publishing allows us to produce camera-ready copy
the customer.
We offer you speedy service as well as very competitive prices.
Try us by calling:
to you

SUE FRANCIS at 727875

or

732735

138132-MI t

SAPEM JULY 1988

37

ARTS AND CULTURE

The

Struggle To Build Our Own Culture
Mi Hlatswayo

oringfnally
presented at the Culture in Another
South Africa (CASA) Conference

not been able to restore what has
been destroyed through uprooting
and deprivation. Within two hundred

in Amsterdam, December 1988

years our culture which enabled us to
relate to nature and people was to be

Our

subjected to European merchants and
adventurers. Subsequently, the discovery of gold and diamonds in Kimberly and Transvaal brought an in-

This

paper

was

experience

as an

organisation

of
workers
within
the
broad
democratic majority has taught us that
culture must not only be a standard by
which we measure ourselves, but also
be adaptive; that is ready to change its
outlook in order to prepare our

society for changes imposed by nature
(economic demands) and people
(political demands). In other words, a
liberating culture.
The present dominant culture in all
its disguises and splendour; be it technology, academic excellence, sport
and industrial organisation, has dismally failed the majority South Africa
in SA. Every piece of land in South
Africa cries out for a new society and
for a new culture that would not only
unite us as South Africans, but would
actually point a way forward, Let us
look briefly at the origin and history of
this apartheid/capitalist culture.
Cultural
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History records that our people
fought and died to defend our African
soil
this was not only a fight over
resources that were being stolen, but
chiefly to contest the imposition of
foreign culture which demanded that
taxes be paid for cattle and land.
-

Comrade Bambatha is worth mention-

ing here. So is Makana Mosheshwe
and Sithukuni and hundreds of others
who died defending the cultural

heritage. Long live Bhambatha, Long
Live Sithukini, Long live Makana.
Culture of Resistence

Imperialism

in Africa a wellestablished culture that produced
political and economic systems within
individual groupings or kingdoms in
the southern part of Africa. Of course
this culture could be subjected to
hysterical criticism by anyone, as has
been
the case by missionaries,
European, landlords, capital, army
generals and politicians. We need not
defend that. Every culture needs and
is capable of being criticised.
However,
the
stopping
of
Europeans company ships at the
Cape, Maputo and Angola on their
way to India, was to impose radical
changes which have had shattering
consequences on our culture. Even
the noblest of independent states have
Initially there

dustrial boom which went hand in
hand with further uprooting of the
culture of the African majority and so
created a capitalist class or ruling
class on the one hand and the working
class on the other.

was

Capitalism is one of the fastest
growing systems of life. In South
Africa, as it grew it needed to intensify by uprooting the cultural heritage.
this led to the formation of
ANC and trade unions as cultural orIn

essence

ganisations of the people as much as
anything else. This, bluntly speaking,
is the culture of resistance.
Is it from this cultural background
that mass-based democratic move-

beginning to address themseriously to the question of culture
as, a liberating concept and a
mobilising tool. This conference
marks an important turning point: it
reflects the unprecedented commitments are

selves

-

ment in our mass movement to con-

sciously organise around the question
of culture.
The Democratic Movement

The democratic movement which
mass support and participation
is the only custodian of democracy
and liberation. If then, we are serious
about the building of a new society in
South Africa, we should address ourselves to the following questions:

enjoys

1. How

we

are

the

within

going to establish
democratic

move-

ments, cultural structures strong

enough to withstand the massive
capitalist/apartheid attack in the
form of SABC, radio, Bantu
education, the controlled world
of entertainment and sport etc?
we defend and consolidate
cultural gains we have made so
far - the growth of progressive
culture coming from the struggles
of workers, the communities,

2. How do

youth etc?
3. How do we rescue our brothers
and sisters hoodwinked as a
result of the mass poverty in our
land into promoting oppressive
culture.
4. How do

build

a single culture
traditions which
are destructively exaggerated by
apartheid and capitalism?

from

we

so

many
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These

today,

questions facing us
gather on this internaplatform, far from our motherare

the

as we

tional
land Africa. Let it be known that
are

starving and yearning for

culture

that

could

we

a new

transform

this

society and produce a new society, in
the name of the past heroes and the
proud tradition of resistance they bestowed upon us. We are speaking of
all the great heroes who fought
against foreign domination and exploitation. That tradition has become
a cultural heritage to us. Within our
national democratic struggle we have
started a small step towards building a
cultural foundation to facilitate the

developments of changing society.
Mass

Support

The liberation armies of

Zimbabwe,
Angola and Mozambique scored vietory against the superior armies of the
imperialists not merely through fine

leadership and correct analysis. It was
directly by the participation of the
masses that they defeated the military
might of the colonialist and imperial
forces. The

wars

of liberation

were

much by the peasants and
workers and common people, as by
the brave freedom fighters.
In building our culture, we must be
prepared to decentralise skills and understanding by encouraging the widest
fought

as

and
fullest
involvement.
Our
democratic organisations must be

prepared to establish local structures
and give priority to diverting resourto the local level.
Without
the
setting up
of
democratic structures which would
ces

provide direction in our cultural
struggle, we cannot combat cultural
exploitation and assure our own cultural future This is the lesson we as
cultural activists have learnt from his-

tory.

COSATU

Within COSATU there is

vast un-

al cultural co-ordinator whose task is
assist in the setting up of cultural
units in every centre. These units made up of cultural activists - operate

to

alongside the local shop-stewards and
are accountable to it. Through their
elected office bearers these structures
link into COSATU education and

regional structures. The last
seen a

year

has

dramatic increase in COSATU

cultural activity. Following the suecessful cultural day involving union as
well as community-based cultural activities at our second National Congress, there have
COSATU cultural

been
rallies

numerous
in many

parts of the country.

Shona
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tapped cultural potential. Only
recently has there been official and
formal recognition of the need to actively promote the cultural struggle.
We have appointed a full-time nation-

Sculpture
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There’s

no

how far

telling

some

people will go to
their delegates’
attention

get
<-c.

at

i

conferences.

Understandable, really. Once a delegate’s office knows where to contact him,
even the best speaker won’t be able to hold his attention!
The

problem with far-off conference venues, however, lies in their inaccessibility
“Shipping” delegates backwards and forwards is a time consuming and costly
exercise, and, should one of them need to get back home in a hurry, well
—

.

.

.

The Kadoma' Ranch Motel is
and we’re convinced that

just over an hour’s drive from Harare City Centre
that, in itself is reason enough as to why the Kadoma

Ranch Motel is the ideal

venue

for your

conference.

Of course, we could tell you about our excellent conference facilities, our
luxurious (and we really mean luxurious) accommodation and fine cuisine —
but every other venue you consider will probably say much the same. We would
rather have you

delighted

to see

what you’re looking for in a conference venue
just how accommodating we can be.

tell

us

-

you’ll be

Kadoma Ranch Motel
Kadoma Ranch Motel

Kadoma Ranch Motel is

The
a

Telephone Kadoma 2321/2/3/4/5

Conference Specialists

division of Art
or

write

to

Corporation Limited
P.O. Box 874, Kadoma, Harare

LONRHO, PART OF THE STRENGTH
OF ZIMBABWE
Lonrho's great strength lies in its ability to create much needed foreign
exchange, notably through exports but also by way of import substitutions.
The diversity of its many activities enable Lonrho to make a major impact on

Zimbabwe's economy.

Among the most prominent of Lonrho's currency earners are:-

MINING IN ZIMBABWE
produces over one third of the Nation's gold,and constant
enables the Company to look forward to increased output in the

Lonrho
investment

future.

THE WATTLE COMPANY LIMITED
ZSll million exports of wattle extract and coffee.

58 000

LONBHO RANCHING OPERATIONS
— helping the C.S.C.'s beef export drive.

prime cattle on six ranches

DAVID WHITEHEAD TEXTILES LTD.
Exported over Z$16 million worth of products in 1987

LONRHO MOTOR INDUSTRIES LTD.
Manufacturers of

.Assemblers of commercial vehicles and agricultural tractors
vehicle components and parts.
Our purpose —

self sufficiency in Zimbabwe through development and
iitiproNed technology.

LONRHO
PART OF THE STRENGTH
OF ZIMBABWE

LONRHO
ZIMBABWE
LINTAS: WORLDWIDE 8062

