r:
é

■j FEB 1988 No.

5.

$3.00 inc.

JLa»

ZIMBABWE NEWSPAPERS [1980] LTD,
P.O. BOX 396. HARARE, ZIMBABWE
TELCPHONE 795771,

TELEX 2274 ZW

The Largest

Newspaper group in
the S.A.D.C.C. and P.TJL. regions.

I

r—"
1
■

[Tmaica^^

Pubiishers of Zimbabwe’s

:>Qii

;
Battik ^Mxlttw

T

Leading and most influential
Newspapers

III
>U

■I

—I—-’

1

rui

=1

f

2

f

t

HARARE

r II

The Herald
The

rl5^

Sunday Mail

Sunday MailPW"

Cl

s'

K wayedza /U mthunywa

CASH SNAG

BULAWAYO

A M Gou

Herald

The Chronicle

im

The Sunday News

mm

MMfsafe
MUTARE
The Manica Post

“f

iMimmsmm.
//

nnTPRinT
Bo IdAds
Hottonql Printing cimi Pock

OIRECTORS

‘,1 i

aina

(FORMERLY MAROONS)—I
P.O. Box 83 SOUTHERTON Phone 6767) Telex 2019 ZW
Specialist in all aspects of high quality Printing and
Packaging;
including
Magaxines,
Educational
Books,
Newspapers, Security Printing
(Stamps & Cheques)
P.O. Bex 1027 HARARE Phone 705199 Telex 4092 ZW
Publishers of the official Zimbabwe Telephone and Telex

Directories, Calendars, Diaries, Trade Directories & Maps

D. M, Sadza (Chairman), E. T. Rusike (Managing), F. C. Capon, P. T. Ellis,
C. W. McNaught, H. P. Mkushi, P. S. Capel, D. T. Midzi, D, A. Rae

niJlÖRDISKA

AFRIKAINSTfTUT-CT
laö8 -02- 2 9

CONTENTS

UPPSALA

EDITORIAI

MAIN FEATURE
P. Anyang’ Nyong’o: African Intellectuals and the Stale

3

Ibbo Mandaza: Relationship of Third World Intellectuals and Pro^essive
Shadrack Gutto: Role of Students in the Struggle for Socialism
Issa G. Shivji' Reflections on Intellectuals in Africa

INSIDE SOUTH AFRICA:
Karrim Essadc Some

,

Western Scholars: An Airican Critique

DEBATE ON BLACK STRUGGLES CONTINUES

18

Thoughts on National Democratic Revolution and Socialism

PROBLEMS AND PROSPECTS OF REGIONAL COOPERATION
GUbtrt Mudenda: Focus on SADCC and PTA Issues
Mihuli Ncube: The 1987 Stock Markets Crash - The Bull That Turned Bearish

ZIMBABWE: WELCOMING NATIONAL UNITY AND THE EXECUTIVE PRESIDENT.

._..2S

Speeches made at the Signing of the Unity Agreement at State House, Harare
Masipula SUhole: MUGABE: The Executive President
N.C.G. Mathema: Parliament and the First Five Year National Development Plan
LIBERATION MOVEMENTS
Namibia’S?: Pricked Balloon
UJrich Makosch:

33

Collapses into Sink-Hole

Mocambique revisited • Wonderful and Grievous

NEWS FROM THE AFRICAN ACADEMIC AND PROFESSIONAL COMMUNITY
The African Academy of Sciences (AAS)
AAPAM:

36

Highlights from the 9th Roundtable Conference and 25th Anniversary Celebrations

CONFERENCES
Children on the Frontline: Artists, Writers and Intellectual Workers for
in the Frontline States and Southern Africa

C^d Survival and Development

BOOKS
Haroub Othman reviews My Life with Tiny by Richard
Bertil Egerö Replies: Critique of a Critique

39

HjÄ

GENDER ISSUES: ON WOMEN AND DEVELOPMENT

43

Patricia McFadden

ARTS AND CULTURE
Chenjerai Hove: Che Guevara, the People’s Intellectual
Prominent Poet is Detained: Jack

..44

Mapanje

THE TEAM
EDITORIAL AND PRODUCTION TEAM
Editor-in-Chief
Ibbo Mandaza
Themes & Political Features
Economic Features

Gilbert Mudenda

Arts & Culture

Chenjerai Hove

Gender Issues
Book Reviews

Patricia McFadden
Issa Shivji

Subscribtions & Secretariat

Lay-Out Design & Sketching
Design
Typesetting

Sylvia Mapanda
Alf Pangidzwa

Cover

\

Chaz Maviyane
Southern Africa Political
Economty

Printing

Jongwe

Series (SAFES) Project

Press

NETWORK

Regional
(Angola)
Nengwckhulu (Botswana)
(iwendolline Malahleha (Lesotho)
Mafa Sejanamane (Lesotho)
Ouy Mhone (Malawi)
(tcri Au
-jgusto
.

Ranwedzi Hairrv

Vussuf Adam
(Mocambique)
Christine Qunta (South Airica)

Nnmlhetho Simelane

(Swaziland)
Issa G. Shivji (Tanzania)
Nzoi^oia-Ntalid^ (Zaire)
(iiibert Mudenda (Zambia)
Uoyd Sachikonye (Zimbabwe)
Thandikj Mkandawire (West Africa)
77jtf

Diaspora

Riau Hamid (Europe)
Afarcus Malusi Balintulo (The Caribbean)
Bernard Magubanc (North America)
Distribution

Kingstons Bookshop (Harare)
Grassroots Books

(Harare)

Also available:
The Editor. SAFEM
P.O. Box MP 1II, Mount Ptcasani
Harare

ofS/4P£A/Ofricc
3rd Fk)or, Mass Media House
19 Selous A venue

Harare

Tel. 727875

Cover

Design by Maviyane Project. Harare

Monthly under the Southern African Political Economy Series (SAFES)
Publications Project (initially funded by AAPS Southern Africa)® 1987, PO. Box MP
111, Mount Pleasant. Harare, Zimbabwe. Edited by: Ibbo Mandaza. Printed by
Jongwe Printing and Publishing Co (Pvt) Ltd. Harare, Zimbabwe.
Published

38

AIRltA

fifi
■II

February 1988/

EDITORIAL

%

O

Soul

-

No. 5

Searching

I/)

rrihese are times of crises. Many an intellectual paradigm
A has crumbled as many a radical dream has crashed.

Particularly for radical intellectuals - for the intellectual of
the status quo it hardly matters anyway - the ideals and examples, from Mozambique to Vietnam, that were held so
dear in the sixties and the seventies, have lost luster and inspiration. Once unassailable citadels of theory are incessantly battered, occasionally sincerely but more often maliciously and in vengeance. In such times of crises many
things happen. Despair and dismay lead to spiritualism, d
not cynicism.
Worse, rancor replaces reason while
treachery, rationalized as realism, goes imchallenged.
Cowardice becomes respected as rational and practical
while commitment is considered um-ealistic and
But every

cloud has a silver lining
movement is contradictory.
These

puerile.
and

as every process

also the times when

few, a few hopefully, begin
soul-searching - not for self-pity but for upl^ment. Has
such soul-searching begun among African intellectuals?
are

We believe

have focused on the
seminar, to which

Anyang’s and Mandaza’s
.

papers were presented, was one
such seminar. The other one was at Arusha, organized by
the African Academy of Sciences, where my paper was
read. To be sure, one wants to believe that this is serious

soul-searching - for such exercises too, can and have,
degenerated to typical intellectualizing. Let us hope, that
is not the

case

this time.

For African intellectuals it is even more important that
the soul-searching be thorough, leaving no stone unturned,
even if that means
ruffling the comfort of past beliefs and

treading on
For the past

practice, have shown little faith in the same people. How
else can one explain their practice, which in different circumstances and forms, has been strikingly similar: Enter
the state to move it to the left or capture [sic!] state power
through putsches and coups, if need be,/or the People, but
without them!
On the contrary, revolutionary theory has
smashing up of the state of the old order

always insisted
and rebuilding
one of the new order,
although the new social and
economic order cannot be immechately installed. Now the
post-colonial African reality has proved the theory correct.
on

From the African socialisms of the sixties to the MarxismLeninisms of the late seventies and eighties, all have

proved to be the projects of the ruling classes in alliance
imperialism. Let alone socialism, they have proved incapable of even bourgeois (let alone people’s) democracy.

with

It is in this light, I believe,
amine their past role over the

so.

Recent seminars, one after another,
role of intellectuals.
The Harare

alienated into inaction. Radicals among them have paid a
lot of lip-service to the people and their causes but, in

the toes of the "gurus", classical and modem.
role of African intellectuals has not been particularly honourable or note worthy, a point asserted in all
these papers, timidly in some boldly in others. African intellectuals have been hitherto exceedingly mesmerized by
the state, leading to being captured in state positions or

intellectuals need to re-exlast three decades of independence. Together with the revaluation of the post-independence policies and practices of the independent
regimes, must go the revaluation and self criticism of their
opponents as well, particularly of those intellectuals who
have claimed to espouse alternative policies and paths of
development.
Hopefully,

as we

said earlier, there

are some

signs of

such revaluation and soul-searching. The earlier it is recognised as such and consciously and fearlessly pursued, the
better. It will save us the embarrassment of another exercise in intellectual acrobatics.
With this issue, SAPEM hopes to open up its pages to a
debate on the role of intellectuals. It is our hope that
African scholars, intellectuals and others will join in this

important exercise of revaluation and self-criticism.
Issa G

Shivji

ACKNOWT .F.nnFMFNTS: We are indebted to the Departments of Economics, Law and Political and Administrative Studies of the University of
Zimbabwe for letting us reproduce the papers by Peter Anyang and Ibbo Mandaza which were presented at the Seminar on ’Intellectuals, the State
and Imperialism: Towards Intellectual Elecolonisation*, Harare, October 1987.
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African Intellectuals and The State
P AnyUng’ Nyong’o

Programme Officer with the African Academy of Sciences, Nairobi, Kenya
the universe"

Introduction

X/hat does it take, in a Third World
V T country, to become an intellec¬
tual? The answer is simple: modern
education.
Yet not everybody who
"goes to school" in jmy Third World
country becomes an intellectual. Only

■¥

those few who, as a result of a
favourable environment, their own intellectual endowments and the opportunities they seize in life, actually become

intellectuals and contribute to

society as such.
Who, however, is

an

intellectual?

Ali Mazrui once argued, in a famous
debate with Akcna Adoko - Ugamda’s
then Chief Intelligence Officer - in

1968, in Kampala, that an intellectual
is "one who is excited

by ideas and has
acquired the ability to handle some of
these ideas effectively".
Mazrui, as
usual, had the correct impression of

who

an

intellectual is, but he did not

far enough in his definition. 1 do
not think, for one moment, that the

go

definition of an intellectual can be arrived at that easily.
To be excited
about ideas and to acquire the ability
to handle some of these ideas effec-

tively is only part of the issue. I think
an intellectual has much more going
for him than Mazrui was prepared to
concede. An intellectual, for one, is a
literate person; he is one who uses his

literacy to analyze systematically naand society, or certain aspects of
both, and present his thoughts and
ideas in coherent arguments or discourses that can make ordinary mor-

or change in the way
society is organized.
For those of us who are brought up
in western intellectual traditions, it is
fair to concede that, as far as we can
remember. Lord Byron was one of the
-

first writers to use this term in its
modern sense. [Scruton, 1982 : 227-8]
To Byron, an intellectual denoted
someone

for whom ideas, science, art

and culture

important as to
only the aims of
everyday life, but also the roots of
political thought and action. The idea
that intellectuals, people who are
mentally better prepared, groomed
determine

are

so

not

and cultured to think above the ordinary affairs of life and to project their
thoughts into the future survived
Byron, and was taken up by Coleridge
who celebrated the role of the intel-

lectual as guardian of cultural and social values, and throughout the
nineteenth century, European intellectuals produced similar apologies
for their own condition. In actual fact,
the idea of an intellectual as someone
who somehow "stood outside society"
and critically commented on what he

understand

how

nature

and

society are constituted, why things
happen the way they do and what
human beings can do to improve their
lot and live much better than their
on this earth. For
that matter, intellectuals have always
been concerned about change: change
either in the way ordinary mortals
look at things - Galileo’s "the world is
round and not flat, and it goes around
the sun, hence it is not the centre of

predecessors did
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Xt is not

surprising, therefore, that

Xthis avant-garde role of the intcSlectuals in social

change in western culeven with more conviction, by Lenin in his theory of
ture was

stated,

In Leninism the intel-

revolution.

ligentsia is given a crucial role in the
preparation and instigation of revolution, and is even regarded as suitable
members of a subsequent (and, according to the theory, provisional)
government. Without a revolutionary
theory, says Lenin, there cannot be a
revolution. And, we may want to add,
without a reactionary theory there
cannot be a

ing society

counter-revolution lead-

even more

solidly back to

the pre-revolutionary days of the ancien regime. When Pinochet mounted

counter-revolution in Chile in the

observed, carefully pointing out what

a

meaning was in life, was the key message of the ’romantic movement’ of
eighteenth and nineteenth century
Europe from which this concept takes
its meaning in western political
thought.

mid-seventies, he needed the intellectual services of the "Chicago Boys" to

ture

tals

not handed to society on a silver plate
by the feudal order; the emergbg
bourgeoisie struggled for it and so did
the popular classes. David Landes, in
his study of the Industrial Revolution
in Europe, [1%9] has upheld Mill’s
contention and has gone even further
to give men of ideas a central role in
igniting the Revolution.

Tohn

Stuart

Mill,

no

doubt in-

provide the theoretical basis of his
counter-revolution. Thus, of course,
what is common in all these perspeclives on intellectuals is that they are
men of ideas who analyze, articulate
and project these ideas to conserve

(I fluenced by the romantic tradition. society or to change it for better or for
is best known for his defence of the
liberal society and the place of the intellectual in it. To Mill, the birth of
the modern capitalist society would
not have been possible were it not for
the "freedom of thought and expression" that somehow preceded it, and
that allowed men to experiment with
innovative ideas, in the world of tech-

well as socio-political orduring the Industrial
Revolution in Europe. Mill did not

nology

as

ganisation,

hesitate to add that this freedom

was

worse.

Whether
intellectuals,
as
individuals, have interests which are not

necessarily disembodied from the
general social dynamics which shape
individual interests in any society has
always been a contentious issue. The
romantics somehow believed that intellectuals are those who, by their vei7
intellectual bent and lack of interest in

things that excite ordinary mortals,
must be "loners" in society.
The
romantics sought to show how suffer-

3

ing and aspiration of the solitary in-

dividual

was

nevertheless

a

route to

salvation; and

so produced visions of
and renewal which were dependent upon no society for their
realization. [Scruton, op.cit.. 413]
Even when the Russians originally
used the concept of the "intelligentsia"
in mid-nineteenth century it was to
identify all those intellectuals who not
only identify themselves as such, but
do so in the course of attributing to
themselves a particular social position
indep)endent of class, and perhaps accessible from any class, together with
a political outlook that reflects that
position. These were as it were,
generally critically thinking personalities. [ibid.. 228]

peace

A ntonio

Gramsci

argued that almost
social force in society
(whether class, caste, interest group,
etc.) has intellectuals of its own [1971].

r\every

Intellectuals are those who seek to articulate and make sense out of the interests of their class, caste, group, na-

tion, party etc., in terms of
municable ideas

com-

and reasoned out

political/ideological positions. Perhaps we remember Gr2unsci more for
his discourses on intellectuals, class
conflicts and class hegemony in
capitalist society.
For Gramsci, a hegemony consists
of complex and concealed modes of
class domination, whereby positions of
influence throughout society are always, by a hidden mechanism, filled by
the members of an already ruling class
or, if they are members of other subaltern classes, they will be imbued with
the ideas of the ruling class, the ruling
ideas

as

it

were.

Classical Marxism

asserts that when

productive forces
developed to the level at which
existing production relations can no
longer contain them or serve their
growth, revolution is precipitated and
in the ensuing crisis all institutions
have

crumble

and

reinforcing those ideas which seek to
conserve and reproduce society as it
is. An important task of the revolutionary intelligentsia is therefore to infiltrate the autonomous institutions

(institutions outside the state which
cannot be easily subsumed directly
under the state in capitalist society)
such as schools, professional associations, universities and the Church,
through which hegemony is covertly
exercised, and to attempt to remove
their internal staying power and let

etheless, within the framework of sub-

loose the flood of revolution that is

ordination to imperialism, class contradictions did arise which provided
the bedrock for anticolonial move-

surging from below. Revolution, thus,

ments

should involve the construction of

nationalism.

a

new hegemony which
grows and expands in civil society and, finally, culminates in the capture of state power
by the revolutionary party. Gramsci,
of course, was talking of capitalist
society where, indeed, we can speak of
such institutions as schools etc. being
somehow not directly controlled by

the state. In most neo-colonial
societies - i.e. societies of the Third
World - this may not be the case.
Hence the tasks of the intellectual
committed to revolutionary change in

society would be Hrst and foremost to
realistically with the
objective conditions in Im society
given his subjective inclinations for
revolutionary change.
learn how to deal

■¥T|^ether
we
y T ideas of

are

looking at the

Mill, Lenin

or

Gramsci,

will find one invariant factor: their
ideas have greatly influenced the manner in which
society is organized and
their ideas continue to explain why

we

things happen in capitalist society the
way they do. One cannot talk about
European civilizations without paying
homage to Mill as one of the architects
of
modem
European
statecraft. Yet during their time, they
were almost outcasts from society as
far as the then ruling classes were conceraed. But, as it were, they "stayed
the

disappear to be displaced by qualitatively new ones. The
theory of hegemony tries to explain
why that does not happen: a powerful

about their own society in ways that
even their detractors could not ignore.

mechanism of consolidation exists
within the social and political super-

Intellectuals of Africa

(in the form of ideas, values,
culture etc), which helps to stabilize
the ascendancy of a class at the limiting point of production compatible
with its continuity. The ruling class

built and evolving. This is truer of
Africa South of the Sahara than of
Africa within the Arab world.
In
colonial times, imperialist domination
so transformed African societies that,
even in instances where pre-colonial
civilizations were preserved, they smvived mainly as appendages of the system of imperialist economic exploitation and political domination. Non-

course",

and

were

able

to

penetrate the perceptions of people

is

Tt

and the upsurge

of African

equally well known that intellec-

Xtuals, whether as leaders of trade
unions, political parties or welfare or-

ganisations, played very key roles in
the independence struggles of most
African coimtries.
In most cases,
these were the recent graduates of

high schools

foreign universities.
primary school
graduates who were then self-taught
either through journalism or the real
world of politics. But that vision of an
alternative world was very much conditioned by the very colonial experience that they sou^t to negate in
the post World War II period. Hence,
in the ideologies of the nationalist parties, we fmd a commitment to
democracy, socialism or the Party System very much within the framework
of Europe of the twentieth century.
Africans had to prove that the oneparty system was democratic because
or

Some of them

it could allow

as

were

much electoral

com-

petition as the multi-party systems in
the bourgeois democracies of the west
[Nyerere, 1967]. The only thing about
the one-party system wUch was uniquely African, it was argued, was that
it was based on the African system of
government which, in turn, was based
on consensus and devoid of artificially
organized competition. This kind of
argument, developed to establish the
Africanness of the one-party system,
alright at the level of ideology, at
the level of political theory, however,
it could not withstand rigorous
was

reasoning and historical experience.
Yet, the lucid arguments advanced by

structure

Although it is known, for example,
days, the nasty experiences of both the

ideologue as well
of his time,
were so
persuasive that they were
rarely questioned in the world of

of intellec-

slave trade and colonialism itself dis-

African social sciences of the sixties.

tuals, directly or indirectly, to exercise

rupted most of the societies in which
intellectual traditions were edready

Beyond Nyerere, no ideas stood tall
enough to be seen as mble presenta-

will therefore make

this

4

use

hegemony by mticulating and

that Africa had flourishing cultures
and civilizations in the pre-colonial

Nyerere
as

an

as a party

intellectual sage
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tions of African politics
African perspective.

from

an

lyrowhere, in the annals of African

political thought since independence, do we really find any solid
theory of African politics, or any

ideology that has mobilized people
action

into

and

the

sustained

indigenous ruling
class for an appreciative length of time
apart from the one-party ideology.
One-partyism has floundered, and has
been
replaced by varieties of
presidential authoritarian regimes and
presidential dictatorships either in
civilian or military uniforms. African
Socialism, another child of the Intellectual gymnasties of Africa’s post-independence political sages, [such as
Nyerere, Mboya, Senghor, Keita and
Nkrumah] stands generally discredited, and is now only referred to
hegemony of

as

a

matter

an

of routine in official

speeches. In many African countries,
the very propagation and discussion of
political ideas have been banished in
preference to the ritual repetition of
official ideologies.
Even successes
achieved by purely individual initiatives are, for the sake of pleasing the
political gods, attributed to the wis-

party manifestos and provided the raw
materials for writing some of the post-

independence development plans;
they had their own newspapers and
mass organisations autonomous of the
state; bourgeois democratic ideals and
principles, enunciated so clearly by
the intelligentsia, were taken more or
less as the governing ethos of the new
society that independence was to
herald.

yt is not as if the popular ma.sses
Xwere involved in

an

exercise of self

deception.
Popular struggles and
mass organisations were the means by
which independence was won, and
there was really no reason to lead the
popular masses to believe that, soon
after independence, the democratic
principles they had invoked to win
Nkrumah’s "political kingdom" would
become irrelevant in the organi.sation
of civil society. Yet, rather rapidly,
and

as

if African states

were

compet-

society in terms of advancing, not
retarding, the productive capacity of
society. In Africa, however, ideologies
have served to conserve the staying in
power

of incumbents rather than the

advancing of the productive capacity
of society.
It is therefore perhaps clear
ideas have been rendered rather

why
mar-

ginal in the development process in
Africa. It is not only politically risky
in

most

African

countries

to

be

engaged in critical thinking; the
popular mass is also rather cynical of
great ideas. And with the marginalising of ideas has gone their most active
perpetrators; the intellectuals. Perhaps a quick look at the status of
African universities
lustrate this.
rw^he

will

further il-

university system has always

X been, from colonial times to the
present, the trigger
the

of change in

products of univer-

ing to outdo each other in the art of

Africa. It

political demobilization, the role of
popular masses in politics started
to dwindle; with them also went the
which
articulate
intelligentsia
espoused their cause. As the political
arena shrank, so did the institutions of
democratic accountability also fall

sity education who led the nationalist
movements. During the early years of
independence, the new national

sity of Dar es Salaam, and Haile Selassie I in Ethiopia. Even during the last

’great ideas’ have sunk into society’s

into disuse, and their intellectual
leaders equally become irrelevant to
the political process. The politics of

constitution the way

participation

dom of the revered leaders. Yet, in
the very fabric of society, one does not
seem to be able to see how these

liberal thou^t
shaped the evolution of the bourgeois
societies in Europe.
There is a
definite disjuncture; one between the
great ideas that were meant to shape
society and the way in which society
has been transformed with or without
these ideas.
Why does Africa find
herself in this kind of position?

r|^he
secret lies in the dynamics of
X
African political economy since independence. During the struggle for
independence, the popul^lr masses
played an important and central role
in the nationalist movements.

Trade

students, professional organisations, peasant cooperatives, cul-

unions,

tural associations and demobilized
soldiers - all led, in various ways, by
their own intellectuals, formed the
core
of the coalitions which conThe
tended for political power,

the

of control.

gave way to the politics
Without institutionalized

accountability systems, public officials
found it increasingly easy to misuse
public offices and resources, quite
often undermining the very fiscal basis
of the state itself. As the state became
the arena for private accumulation,

politics became a specific "job group"
for power holders, one that they had
to defend even by the gun were their
positions to be challenged by certain
rival elites or the restless masses.
Criticism of this kind of politics and

pointing out its retrogressive characbecame increasingly associated
with sedition and defence of popular
ter

mass

interests,

even

in those countries

which call themselves "socialist", be-

inspired into action by
their
elections"; they made sf)ecific political and

equated with treason. There is
nothing worse, for a Third World
country, than for socialism to be imposed on society by dictatorial
methods, i.e. without any kind of
democratic debate; without a deep intellectual understanding - on the part
of the political leadership - what it

economic demands which went into

means

people

were

democratic ideals: they chose
leaders through "free and fair
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came

and what

use

socialism is to

was

universities were the centers of
debates on policies of development
and national priorities.
One does
remember the leading role of Univer-

universities have been
fighting dictatorial
regimes and championing popular causes, from Liberia

ten

years, some

the forefront
and authoritarian

on

in West Africa, to Tunisia in North
Africa, right down to Swaziland in
Southern Africa. It is by and large in
universities where alternative ideas

aimed at transforming society should
be expected to be expressed. On the
other hand, it is also a fact that from
the same universities are to be found
those who actively collaborate with

repressive regimes; and who at times
function as the intellectual ideologues
of the ruling authorities. University
dons do go out of their way to seek
favours from those who govern, thus
compromising their independence to
critically and objectively evaluate
public policies. Of late, sycophancy
rather than critical thinking and social
imagination seems to have become the
dominant culture in many African
universities.

Perhaps 20 years have not been
enough for the African intelligentsia
to

build alternative institutions, in-

5

stitutions that can operate relatively
autonomously of the neo-colonial
state.
Except for the church and
within religious movements - for
peculiar cultural and historical
reasons which we cannot go into in
this essay - all intellectuals have to
operate with a great deal of dependence on the state.
Great European
thinkers

-from

Galileo to Mill

to

Marx, Engels, Lenin and Gramsci

-

paid functionaries of the
state in smy form whatsoever.
In
Africa, state patronage of intellectuals
is part of the process of political
demobilization, hence intellectual activity either takes place within the
were

not

be found in
nationalism.

unflinching

Asiatic

■¥T^^en

we turn to Latin America,
V T we find some very interesting
phenomena. Andre Gunder Frank
and the dependencia school have
analyzed
how
Latin
American
countries, in spite of many years of
being independent from their former
colonial masters, have suffered from
economic dependence on the north
and internal underdevelopment of
their economies. Fernando Henrique
Cardiso and others have retorted by

Intellectuals of Other Third World
Countries

saying that dependence and underdevelopment do not tell the whole
story: in certain countries, eg Brazil
and Mexico, there have been dependent capitalist development
whereby
the internationalization of capital or
the domestication of imperialism has
actually been deepened. The analytical framework for dissecting the Latin
American development problematique has been home-grown; it has not
been a "hand-me-down" phenomenon

Latin America presents an intellectual challenge to Africa, so does Asia
in both their revolutionary and conser-

it were.
These Latin American "success
stories” have also gone a long way to
involve their own intellectu^ds in the

vative

phases. Both Latin American

struggle to build

and

Asian

framework of "exit"

-

hence indif-

ference, or "loyalty" - hence sycophancy, when it takes the form of "voice",
then the political risks that go with this
have to be carefully calculated.
[Hirschman, Chege and Nyong’o,

1987]

as

countries

present

a

relationship between the intellectuals
and the state which, in comparison to
Africa, is qualitatively very different.
The success of Japanese capitalism
rests

on

a

entrepreneurial

fusion

and

Kong

-

did not simply rely

sion, to build traditions and institu-

intellectual

tions autonomous of the state. These
traditions and institutions are by and

on

foreign

investments to boost their economies;
the dynamism of their indigenous
businessmen and the primacy they put
on research and development by nationals gave them the cutting edge in

electronic

technology and led them to

advanced methods of producing
mass consumer goods.
China, in its

very

heyday of building socialism, was
prepared to lure Chinese nationals
working abroad, irrespective of their
ideology, to "go back home" and put
their technical and scientific skills to

building their country. Some of these
skilled people were, no doubt, intellectuals in their own right. In other
words, intellectuals have not just been
patronized by state jobs or sinecures,
their talents have been recognised and
put to constructive use in building
economies whose very foundation is to

6

kind of indigenous capitalism. But where Latin
America really excels in terms of intellectual/state relations is the way in
which intellectuals have managed, in
spite of state terrorism and repressome

between

nationalism. The new industrialisers,
the so-called "gang-of-four" - Taiwan,
South Korea, Singapore and Hong

large responsible for the ability of the

Latin

American

time to

analyse.

Thandika Mkan-

dawire, within the ’oral tradition’ of
course, has tried to explain this dif-

intellectuals

to

original theories of Latin
development as well as indigenous critiques of their own
development.
generate
American

ference between Latin American and
African intellectual traditions in terms
of the relative autonomy of Latin
America from the north with regard to
their own lingua franca in the social
and economic sciences, and the near
total
integration of Africa into
Western Europe and North America
in this regard. Latin Americans communicate in Spanish and Portuguese,
two

languages used in two of Europe’s

weakest imperialist powers. In postcolonial times, Spain and Portugal
have not been as able to dominate intellectual discourse in Latin America
as
Western
Europe and North
America have been through the use of
the English 2ind French languages in
Africa.
In the same way, state
functionaries have been able, in the

English

and

French

speaking

countries of Africa, to propagate conservative official ideologies more ef-

fectively given their thorough schooling in the west from which these
ideologies derive their rationale. Thus
the critique of the status quo by
African

intellectuals

who

wish

to

propose <dternative systems of government and economic development have
not been as original, or as effective, as

they have been in Latin America.
also be remembered that in
Xcertain
major Latin American
countries - Argentina, Chile, Brazil
and Mexico - intellectual traditions
have been built over long periods of
time. Bourgeois families exist which
made their original wealth in the last
Tt must

century and have since then been supporting institutions of thought and research autonomously of the state. It is
to be

A

Ithough

have been struggling
x\very hard to develop our own
paradigms of development and
theories of our own political processes, we

very

we

African intellectuals

are

still

much dominated by the past and

social theories that are poured
on us from the north.
There is no
doubt that an African school of social
science is now on the verge to be born
current

through the conscious efforts of the
Council for the Development of Social
Science Research in Africa (CODES-

RIA) and those that have been asHow this is taking
place and the character of the emerging tradition will have to take some
sociated with it.

noted that when Louis Echeverria finished his term as the Mexican
President in 1976, he retired to lead
the Centro des Estudios Economicos

Sociales del Tercer Mundo (CEESTEM) which he had founded and es-

y

tablished with his own resources and
on
the Echeverria family land in
Mexico City.
How many African
former
Presidents
can
emulate
Echeverria? These institutions have,
since then, developed webs of connections among themselves such that their
sons and daughters can now, with
ease,
state.

operate

independently of the

This makes it much easier to
build a tradition of social enquiry, and
establish an atmosphere of public dis-
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which is not easily intimidated

course,

by the state
state as

even

in its most repressive

in Chile and Pinochet, or the

the one hand it helps to provide intellectuals with a viable base of opera-

tions,

on

the other hand it strengthens

military dictatorship from which the
Alfonsin regime emerged in Argen-

civil society. In the battle for building
national
democratic
societies
in

tina.

Africa, [Nyang’o 1987] a lot can be
achieved
Conclusion

In

short, civil society is

highly
developed in these Latin American
more

countries than it is in Africa, and this
also partly explains why their intel-

ligentsias are more productive, more
original in thought and more capable
of operating independent of the state.
Developing autonomous institutions
for intellectual productivity and discourse achieves two positive goals; on
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you decide it is Marxism, tell
everyone that it is Marxism. If you
decide that it’s not Marxism, tell

everyone that it is not Marxism.
But the labels are your affair ...
People here (in London, as it happened) are very preoccupied with
the question: Are you Marxist or
not Marxist?
Are you MarxistLeninist? Just ask me, please, what

doing in the field. Are we
really liberating our people, the
human beings in our country, from
all forms of oppression? Simply
we are

this, and draw your own

conclusions.

Amilcar Cabral, Our People Are
Our Mountains, (London, 1971),

p.20. [cited in : Davidson, 1986 : 33]
Introduction;

Defining the Parameters
Tt should be no

surprise that contemradical political thought and
analyses in the Third World in general

Xporary
have

such

Ch5,”M*& Nyong’o P. 1987:Science,
"The

Technological Change

and
Industrial Development
in
Western Europe from 1750 to the
Present:
Cambridge
University
Press.

institutions.

Vice-President AAPS Southern Africa. Founder and

If

me

building

Prometheus:

Relationship of Third World Intellectuals
and Progressive Western Scholars:
An African Critique

Ibbo Mandaza

ask

through

autonomous

Hirschman, Albert.: Exit, Voice and
Loyalty.
Landes, David. 1%9: The Unbound

their roots in

that school of
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close interaction, even though of
paternalistic nature, as the Third
World radical has develop)ed out of,
and
within, the paradigm and
hegemony of progressive Western
scholarship. Herein lies the basis of
the conflict, that expresses itself from

Western

very

influenced

a

thought that has been widely
by
Mandst-Leninist
philosophy. But it is also true that it is
particularly in the Third World that
Marxism-Leninism
has
found
revitalization in the last half a century
since the Bolshevik Revolution of

1917, in

period that has also witgrowing disillusionment, particularly on the part of progressive
Western scholars, with the general
trend of politics in the Western hemisphere. Indeed many a progressive
Western scholar has not only found
intellectual and ideological refuge in
the study of revolutionary processes in
a

nessed

the Third World but also made a
lucrative career at home and abroad
in
Third
World
Studies'
(and
"African Studies") industries that have
mushroomed in the institutions of

time to time, between Third World
and progressive Western scholars.

r^his

paper seeks to examine briefly
J. some of the issues of this relationship in the Geld of scholarship concentrating mainly on Africa’s experience in recent years. Even that is
sketchy: I have not, for example, examined the early and pre-colonial
African and diasporan intellectual
tradition that fed

so

much into the

Xlporary relationship of Third

development of African Nationalist
thought and ideology [see SAPEM
Foreword Oct. 1987); nor analyzed the
various
variants
of
progressive
Western scholarship. This is of course
a very complex subject of which this
paper can perhaps offer but only a

World

basis for discussion and further

higher learning of the Northern Hemisphere.
TTistorically, therefore, the contemintellectuals and

progressive
by

Western scholars has been marked

search and

re-

analysis.

7

Like their Third World counter-

African scholars are
product of the Western colonialist,
capitalist system. They are members
of the petty bourgeoisie that inherits
political power on the attainment of
national independence. They are the
products of the Western system of
parts, progressive

the

education from whose institutions - at
home and abroad - they have gained
access to the intellectual class; on
whose authentication they will have
made careers; and earned the label of

"progressive" on the basis of criteria
carefully selected and applied by the
"gurus" of the Radical Northern
Hemispherena. And yet it is equally
true that without the support and
paternalism of the radical scholars of
the Northern Hemisphere, many a
radical African
scholar would be
own

or
as

Third World
unknown to his

people in the Third World

as to

the Western World.

y
n short, the Radical Third World is,
Xin

essentially an outgrowth of Radical Western scholarship. This should give us some insight
into the nature of the relationship of
Third World and progressive Western
scholars.
It might indicate that
many respects,

whatever conflict - and we refer to
some of it herein - that does arise
from time to time between the two
factors has less to do with the question
of
intellectual
and
ideological

paradigm than with the quest of Third
World scholars (particularly African
scholars) to gain independence from
the hegemony of progressive Western
scholars. Sometimes, this struggle has
expressed itself in nationalist forms
not quite different from those characterizing the overall Third World
nationalist struggle against colonialist
and imperialist domination.

of Western culture and its intellectual
tradition. Certainly, much more vulnerable and less given to an assertive

expression as the Asian and LatinAmerican counterparts have proved
to be. This is an important point to be
borne in mind as we proceed with the
discussion; and to acknowledge also
that in recent years radical African
scholars have begun to organize themselves into a coherent force, capable
of establishing their own paradigm in
the field of Social Science.
This paper therefore be^ns with a
brief account of the colonialist and

imperialist legacy, at least to the extent to which it has respectively pervaded Third World and progressive
Western scholars. This reveals some
of the tensions in the historical

relationship between the two groups;
culminating in the debate over the
analysis of the nationalist armed struggle in Southern Africa; and highlighted in the competition, between
the two groups of scholars, for the
with which to undertake research and thereby also remain
scarce resources

current, legitimate and
field of scholarship.
On the
the

relevant in the

Theory of Imperialism and

Validity of Nationalism

was on

between the "Eurocentric" view and

Third World intellectuals

on

the sub-

One of the few progressive
European writers to recognize and
highlight this divergence was Thomas
Hodgkin. [1972 : 93-116] Analyzing

ject.

the views of those African and Third
World writers whom he describes as

falling broadly within the MarxistLeninist
tradition, Hodgkin em-

phasizes two aspects which distinguish

however, Africa has survived into the

these scholars from their Western

twentieth century as

counterparts: the emphasis on "cultural relativism" the futility of trying
to rank societies on some scale of

than three centuries.

This is par-

ticularly so because of the nature of
this relationship between Europe and
Africa, marked as it was by the racial
ideology of supremacy as an integral
part of imperialist ideology and
domination in Africa.

Economic and

political vulnerability gave rise to a
porous intellectual tradition which
failed to coalesce and consolidate suf-

ficiently enough to resist the

8

ravages

World theorists

as:

"the idea of a necessary, continuing,
irreconcilable antagonism (in the
context of a world in which imperialism remains a dominant
force) between the interest of the

Western,

advanced.

predominantly
societies and

proletarian,

predominantly
colonial
societies.

and

’white’ colonizing
the interests of the
non-Westem, and
’non-white’.

and
semi<olonial
In a sense, this means

taking the contradiction between
the imperialist countries and the
colonial peoples and insisting that
it has priority over all the other con-

tradictions, blurring (from a more
"orthodox" Marxist point of view)
the internal contradictions within
both
colonizing and colonized
societies
It means asserting also
that this basic contradiction is not
....

simply a contradiction of economic
the

question of the theory
of imperialism and its characterization
that there appeared great divergence
It

Within this Third World context,

having suffered
probably the worst m a period of
European and North American
domination that has spanned no less

It is a commonly held view that imperialism (with the accompanying
ideology of racial supremacy), not
only in Africa but in the Third World
as a whole, has divided the world into
two antagonistic camps - white and
black. Thomas Hodgkin paraphrases
this common theme running through
the writings of African and Third

-

or "lower"; the stress on the
division created between Europeans
and non-Europeans by the colonial

"higher"

experience itself, by the fact that one
was

aims and interests between oppressor and oppressed, exploiting and

exploited, advanced and retarded,
bourgeois and proletarian nations.
It arises also out of profound differences between the Western and
non-Westem peoples as regards
their histories and cultures, includ-

ing differences arising out of the
colonial experience itself, (the experience of the agents of imperialism having been essentially

different from the experience of its
victims). Hence, it is argued, this
antagonism, or opposition, would
not necessarily be eliminated by a
transformation
of
existing
economic relationships, or by social revolutions in the advanced

countries, involving the substitution

of proletarian for bourgeois
regimes."[Ibid: III-I2J

the colonizer and the other the

colonized; and

on

the need to define

colonizer
economic
the sociopolitical and ideological beliefs and
attitudes with which it is inevitably accompanied [Ibid: 93].
the relationship between
and colonized, not only in
terms but also in resjject to

Like Jean Paul Sartre in his preface
Fanon’s The Wretched of the

to Frantz

[1967], Thomas Hodgkin was
hereby appealing to his colleagues in
the Northern hemisphere "to liberate
ourselves
from
a
continuing
Eurocentric, or Western-centred, bias

Earth
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in

Cabral.

for the Third World
theorist and political

successes

regard to questions of theory". But
progressive
activist, this
divergence from the traditional and
classical Western Marxist conception
of the world constituted a rebellion, a
new and more valid way of interpret-

ing reality from the position of the
wretched of the earth.
underlines the theme;

Thus Fanon

This

(colonial) world divided into
compartments, this world cut in
two

species.

colonial context is that economic

reality, inequality and the immense
difference of ways of life never
come to

mask the human realities.

When you
examine at close
quarters the colonial context, it is
evident that what parcels out the
world is to

begin with the fact of
belonging to or not belonging to a
given race, a given species. In the
colonies the economic substnicture

is also a superstnicture. The cause
is the consequence; you are rich because you are white, you are white
because you are rich. This is why
Marxist analysis should always be

slightly stretched every time we have
to do with the colonial problem.
[Ibid 30-31]
Fanon was well aware of the role of
the "national middle class which takes

the end of the colonial
regime". But this did not, as is the
case
with many a radical scholar
today, cause him to dichotomise Marover

nam,

power at

xism and Nationalism. For Nationalist

Ideology

was an

important component

of the theories of these African and
Third World scholars of which Frantz
Fanon and Amilcar Cabral were
among the most
1960s and 1970s.

important in the

Thomas
Davidson and Jean Paul Sartre during
this same period, most progressive
Western scholars remain scornful of
nationalist postures on the part of
African and Third World writers and
activists. But it was difficult for these
as

negative critiques to be heard in a
period - the ’60s and 70s’ - during
which the historical experiences of
real revolution in the Third World
tended to give credence to such
writers as Frantz Fanon, Kwame

Nkrumah, Julius Nyerere and Amilcar
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impor-

"catalyst" in the development of a
relevant theory of development" [Ibid :
6], revitalizing Marxism and freeing

-

an

tant

socialist revolution would unfold and

the latter from its Eurocentric fetters.
Now it is one thing to have to prove
the theoretical flaws inherent in such

eventually engulf

apparently nationalist statements

World, it

was

from the latter that the
even

the developed

countries themselves.

as
have been cited from Frantz Fanon.

Equally,
is

As

now

well

documented

[Blomstrom & Hcttne, 1984] there
logical symbiosis between such
views and the dependencia school as
popularized by the Latin-American
was a

scholars and such African intellectuals
Samir Amin. As Archie Mafeje has
stated [1985], the short period between 1960 and 1970, witnessed an "inlellectual awakening" among African
and Third World scholars inspired by
the revolutionary processes then unas

might be easy to
pitfalls of the dependency thesis as it has been
propounded in Third World scholarship. But it is important to explain
both the historical
these theories, their

temporary African radical school has
developed as part of the Nationalist
response to the imperialist ideology of

ri^his

as

represented by such perRodney, Issa Shiyji,

Walter

Dan

Nabudere, Mahmoud Mamdani,

Nathan

Shamuyarira and Yash Tangroups of such West

don; by the

African scholars as Claude Ake and
Okwadiba Nnoli; by the generation of
Southern African scholars of which
Archie Mafeje, Bernard Magubane
and I.B Tabata are most prominent;
and not forgetting the contribution of
the National Liberation Movements of
Southern Africa themselves, nor the
South African Communist Party out of
whose ranks such scholars as Ruth
First and Joe Slovo emerged.
A mong and around some of these
/\scholars have developed African

African
The

scholarship and research;
Dakar-based

Institute

of

Development Economic Planning
(IDEP) that Samir Amin so ably led in
the 1970s; and the Council

for the
Development of Economic and Social

Research in Africa
which Abdalla Bujra
Mkandawire helped to

(CODESRIA)
and Thandika
develop in the
Senegalese capital; and not forgetting

the African Association of Political
Science (AAPS) that has become a
landmark in this struggle for the
African identity in the intellectual
world.

of

World. For, the famous and the con-

School"
as

foundations

political and social contexts, and their relevance and
appeal to the peoples of the Third

white

sons

it

demonstrate the

derway in various parts of the Third
World, including Southern Africa and
giving rise to the "Dar es Salaam

sought to mobilize and coordinate
persons
Hodgkin, Basil

have l^en

component of it

other colonies in Africa, all tended to
reinforce the view that, because the
contradictions between capital and
labour were sharpest in the Third

social science institutions that have

■ll^ith
the exception of such
T T

Few progressive Western scholars
have had to admit that Third World
intellectuals - including the African

revolutionary ferment in Algeria and

is inhabited

by two different
The originality of the

Besides, the revolutionary
in China, Cuba and Vietand the general nationalist

of the colonized

supremacy

people.
is the main import of the
J. epigram (at the head of this
paper) from Amilcar Cabral. For, the
position of the progressive Western
scholar has not always been based
genuinely on the quest to develop
Marxist theory and practice. Invariably, the critiques of African and Third
.

tainted with paternalistic Eurocentric arrogance; a kind
of blackmailing (or is it whitemail?),
that both the Third World theorists
and their historical and political ex-

World Scholars

are

periences amd

processes are meaningless and irrelevant as long as they do
not conform to some prescribed "Marxist" straitjacket. Not to mention, of
course,

the tendency to believe and

claim that all progressive and correct
ideas and ideology emanate from the
Northern hemisphere!
As

long as revolutions in the Third
appeared to triumph for ntuch

World
of the

19Å)s

progressive

and 1970s, most of those

Western

scholars

as-

sociated with Third World universities
were wont to throw in their lot with
this new euphoria. Of course, they
remained suspicious, and sometimes
felt alienated and marginalized by the
new
assertiveness on the part of
African and Third World scholarship.
It is said that a good number of such

progressive Western scholars were
forced by this new wave to retreat in
the early 1970’s from such universities

9

as Dar es Salaam. Some returned to
their countries where they set up new
”African Studies” Departments, imbued with a new sense of legitimacy
and licence, as the ultimate authorities
on African and Third World affairs.

came from primary sources?..AnOtologies of works of African
countries are published consisting
entirely of studies by non-nationals.
One response to this challenge (or
effrontery) is the provision of
publishing outlets for African
scholars.libidXIJ

The Paternalism of Progressive
Western Scholars: A humiliating ex-

This is

perience for AMcan scholars
As has been indicated

elsewhere,
from such

[Mandaza, 1986] it was
scholars that emerged and developed
the new "revolutionary mythology"
about the struggles in Southern
Africa; and the tendency thereby to
underestimate the role of African
Nationalism.
The need to maintain this hegemony
over "African Studies” might suggest
some of the
possible reasons why
some of these progressive Western
scholars have tended to throw cold

(and the entire CODESRIA Book
Series) was hailed by one of the
reviewers [Ekwe-Ekwe, 1987] as representing ”a determination by African
researchers to autonomise the entire
character of African scholarship.” In
the review article entitled, "Write
Your Own History” Herbert EkweEkwe adds:

Presently this task has acquired
even greater urgency in order to
check the damage being done to
African studies in the West, particularfy by the genre of trendy left
practitioners. This point is well illustrated in the publication. The

water

on any attempts by African
scholars to assert their independence;
and why some of them have continued
to behave as if they are the final
authorities on matters pertaining to
Africa. This in itself constitutes an im-

portant cause of conflict between
African and progressive Western
schol2irs; and within the same context,
between black South African intellectuals and progressive white South
Africans. Witness the number of publications on South Africa that do not
reflect the view of black scholius, let
alone carry the names and contributions of such scholars. It is this which
Thandika Mkandawire [ibid;XI-XII]
has described as one of the "most

humiliating experiences” of African
scholars,
"witnessing
mtellectual
’debates’ on their countries in which
nationals are only marginally engaged,
if at all.” To quote Mkandawire again:
There is

no

continent in which the

why the Zimbabwe book

Guardian
edited by
Its Africa

Third

World

Review,

Brittain and Simmons...
section contains 30 ortides, larger than any of the other
regional entries. Out of tiiese, 20 ortides are contributed by nonAfricans. Among the African-written ones... illustrate some of the issues raised by Mkandawire... It is
thus preposterous to suggest, as the
subtitle of Third World in fact
states, that this text represents
"Voices from the South".
On the contrary, these are often
censored or mediated voices; the
more voluble voices from this ensemble are undoubtedly those of
Westerners who have arrogated
themselves the status of guardians

of African and
[ibid]

Third

World

studies,

of expatriate scientists is
pronounced as in Africa. It is
thus
still
regarded as quite
legitimate to write on African
countries without any reference to
local scholarship or, where the
work of local researchers is used,
without proper attribution of one’s
findings to these sources; especially
if they are in the form of some
obscure mimeographed publication. How often have African
scholars complained of outri^t
plagiarism of their work by visiting

progressive Western scholars and
some of their progressive white South
African adjuncts? It will be readily accepted now that it has less to do with
different conceptions and interpretation, of the historical and social
reality, between radical (black)
African intellectuals and their (white)

scholars who claim that their work

ing

presence
as

10

T^ow, how can one accurately account

for this attitude

on

the part

of

Western and South African counter-

parts, than with arrogant paternalism
on the part of the latter, even borderon

sheer racism. But what

can

often be overlooked is the degree of
fear that is inherent in this apparent
show of arrogance and intellectual su-

periority. The fear of people who are
afraid to deal too closely with those
they have to despise, if only because
the despised are the ones most likely
to expose the fallacy of their analyses
so

of Aftican and Third World societies.
For how else can one account for
this persistent effort with which many
a

progressive Western scholar has

tried to enhance his\her intellectual
career at the expense of those of
Africa and the Third World that have

right and duty to project their
scholarship? A related factor is,
course, the competition between

every
own

of
Third World and Western scholars for
the scarce resources with which to undertake research, to organize research
institutions and thereby project one’s

scholarship 2md self-image in the intellectual world. This is not difficult to
understemd especially given that the
”African Studies" industries of the
Northern hemisphere have been established and developed on the basis
of the now long-established claim that
these western scholars and their institutions are the best authorities on
African affairs.
rrihis competition will
X African
context

intensify in the
as

African

scholarship continues to assert itself in
the manner that we have just referred
to in the foregoing; and as long as
both African scholars and progressive
Western scholars remain dependent
on the same sources of funds from the
well known research foundations of
the
Northern
hemisphere. Not

surprisingly, there has been in recent
subtle (if not incipient attempt), on the part of some Western
and (white) South African scholars, to
try and influence such Research
Foundations against supporting the
noble efforts by African scholars to
organize and assert themselves at national, regional sind continental levels,
[Allen, 1986].
Sometimes,
such
critiques of
African
scholarship have been
designed to establish justification for
obtaining funds for "African Studies”
years a

and

Southern

African

research

based in the Western
hemisphere (and of course controlled
and monopolized by some of these
progressive Western scholars and
prograunmes

their white South African counter-

parts.)
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other times, there have been atx\tempts by some of these persons
A t

bring their research programmes
and projects right into the heart of
African institutions, claiming that they
are filling a vacuum left either by "inexperience" or "too-busy-to-research"
African intellectuals. Certainly, this
was the case when a group of progressive Western scholars (some of whom
had already traversed most of post-

to

colonial Africa under

similar mis-

a

sion) tried, in the period immediately
follovsing the attainment of national
independence in Zimbabwe, to establish

a

"think tank" for the

ment. No

babwean

doubt,

some

government

new

govern-

within the Zimwere

almost

persuaded by this argument, if only
because, for some of these Zimbabweans, it would have been less risky to
have expatriate scholars undertake
such a role than indigenous radical intellectuals. The implications of these
attempts were quite serious; had the
plan succeeded it would have preempted (and there is no doubt that for

this was in fact the intention) the
establishment of the Zimbabwe Institute
of
Development Studies

some

(ZIDS). As is well known, ZIDS was
idea originating from radical Zim-

an

babwean
intellectuals who were
anxious to pre-empt the control of intellectual and academic life by ex-

patriate Western scholars; and thereby develop a base for indigenous research
and
scholarship.[Mandaza,
1982]
It is significant, however,
ZIDS idea triumphed over

that the
all other

hemisphere,

Northern

of the

par-

ticularly as they compete for the same
limited

resources.

Question of the Revolutionary
Mythology in Southern Africa

On the

length with the
between African and

I have not dealt at

differences,

Third World scholars on the one hand
and progressive Western scholars on
the other, in the conception and inter-

pretation of the historical and social
processes. It has not been possible to
do so beyond the broad generalization
that
tended
to
juxtapose
African\Third World and Western
scholars within the context of the radical intellectual tradition. The various
tendencies within each of the two
groups

have therefore been subsumed

beneath

a

broad historical outline that

remain a cause of conflict between
African scholars and the "Africanists"
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scorn

contempt that

titude of some of our Western
scholars. Related to this variant of the
North
American
and
We$tem

European academic world is another

whic^ though supportive of I'evolutionary strupes in Africa and the

Third World, is now being described
as romantic and constituting an incorrect

mterpretation of the historical

process in Africa. I refer here to the
role of such progressive Western
scholars in the development of revolu-

tionary

mythology that

has often

basis for conflict between suclf
scholars and African intellectuails. Ex-

between

exists

radical

some

1986] That in itself should not be a
.

cept, perhaps, to

the extent that some

African\Third World and progressive
Western scholars; and the extent to

of these Western scholars have offended Africans by projecting the

which such interaction might indeed
be assisting in the development of
radical political economy on a worldwide scale.

image of fmal authorities on African
aRairs; and as long as the Western
scholars in turn feel that their African

counterparts are too

self-righteous

after the fact.
X want to

J-the
many

conclude, however, with

acknowledgement that
of the problems that characearlier

terize, the relationship of radical
African intellectuals and progressive
Western

scholars arise

out

of the

more

eluding CODESRIA. But the ZIDS
story helps only to illustrate the extreme vulnerability of African institution building, and the extent to which
radical African scholarship is quite
dependent on outside funding. This
factor will for a long time remain a
major constraint on the development
of African scholarship; and will

might be dismissed with
it deserves, even
though it does illustrate the crude atOuch

dthe

indicate the more
positive aspects of this relationship:
for example, the positive dialogue that
of these pages to

within

well known Research Foundations, in-

the African

on

clouded and obstructed analysis of
both the colonial post-colonial situation in Southern Africa. [Mandaza,

some

progressive Western scholars
one of the European research
funding organizations, to award a
grant for the initial stages of the establishment and development of ZIDS.
Since then, 21IDS has been in receipt
of an annual public grant for all its
operations, with the support of the

tification comment
condition.

sought to highlight the more pertinent
in that relationship. Similarly, it has
not been possible within the confines

vagaries of the African condition.
It is significant that the outside attack on African scholarship has been

plans with the help of sympathetic
outsiders, particularly the decision of

arrival of a "sophisticated soditUst
working class in Africa” [ibid: 148]
before African radicals can with jus-

intense in the last decade that

has witnessed apparent reverses m the
revolutionary processes in Africa. Elsewhere [Mandaza, 1986], I have had

refer to the cynical commentaries
of such Western scholars as Gavin

to

Kitching. His attack is based on
"fact that all of the various socialist

the
ex-

periments and regimes in black Africa
to date have at best had ambiguous
results for the welfare of the peasant
and workers who live under them, and
at worst have been an unambiguous
disaster ."[Kitching, 1985]

Therefore, he

now

assigns blame to

the African radicals. For

him, "im-

perialism” and "dependency" are no
longer factors to contend with. The
African revolution must wait for the

It is true that it was the radicals of
North America and Western Europe
that are largely responsible for

developing this revolutionary mytholBut what is not so readily acknowledged is the extent to which African

OQf.

and Third World radicals themselves

witnessed, supported and even con-

tributed toward its development. For
it was mainly the radical intellectuals
who articulated and wrote the radical

speeches and publications that increasingly projected the liberation
movements as revolutionary and Marxist-Leninist. And they did so in the
these
Western
of
paradigm
progenitors of this revolutionary
mythology. But whatever disparity

there was - and there was - between
this conception of the struggle by a
few African radicals on the one hand
and that of the reality of the mass of
the people on the other, was lost as

of the overall revolutionary
mythology that had to sustain and
defend the struggle against its many
part

enemies.
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The problem arises later, in the disparity between the kind of con-

elusions, about the aims and objec-

tives of the struggle, that flow out of
the revolutionary mythology of such

analyses on the one hand and, on the
other, the reality of the post-colonial
situation. This point is pertinent when
one considers
the analyses of the
Mozambique situation in particular;

but also those of Southern Africa in

general

.

informative in this regard.
And it is the progressive Western
scholars that arc now being criticized,
as much for originating the revolutionary mythology as for their analyses of
are

African societies. But where
-

were the
African radicals themselves while
these Western scholars researched

and wrote

so

recently

on our

African

societies?
Tt

is all

so

Xcriticizc
in

African scholars. In this context
recent critical reviews of Western
perspectives on the Southern
African liberatory struggles in such
journals as the African Journal of
Political Economy (No.l, Nov.
1986) should be regarded as
symptomatic.
But Mafeje acknowledges "that the
writing of history as if it were a
product of heroic acts by parties and
propaganda speeches by their leaders

is not confined to romantic liberals or
idealist Mandst-Leninists from outside." Accordingly, he warns those of
the South African National Liberation
Movement that "There is still confusion among our ranks between critical but committed historiography and

telling lies for a good cause."
well for African radicals to
their Western counterparts

retrospect when they had the opportunity to present a better account
of historical and social processes of
which they were an integral peirt. The
truth of the matter is that the African
radicals willingly and consciously in-

dulged in that revolutionary mytholuntil the historical process itself
exposed the myths.
ogy,

Conclusion

Certainly, the last decade in

thereby begin the process of developing its own paradigm with regard to
the analysis and characterization of
the African condition. They appear to
have realized the need
process

Because they were schooled in the
path of those progressive Western

scholars, the African radicals lacked
the independence and courage to expose the myths they knew to be myths.

Perhaps, Archie Mafeje [1987] is
correct in concluding that these recent
critiques and publications by African
scholars represent a new awakening:
But for the
intellectual

colonial mentality and
imperialism which is
inhibiting such bold and thorough-

ly and justifiable initiatives

are

sel-

dom undertaken. Nonetheless, it is
obvious that as the political strug-

gles reach ever higher levels of intensity in Africa, there is going to be
increasing pressure for authentic intellectual
representations
by

par-

ticular has witnessed a concerted effort by progressive and radical
African scholarship to assert itself and

to enhance the

of the development of genuine

African Social Science
own

As

through their
organizations and publications.

we

have stated elsewhere:

It is

only on the basis of their own
identity and independence that
African scholars will be able to
conduct genuine dialogue with
counterparts all over the world.
More important, only then will

progressive

African

scholars

transcend this current

practice of
reacting to and rejecting the
hegemony of the ”Africanists” of the
Northern hemisphere; and thereby
establish their own paradigm - like
the Latin-American counterparts
did in the 1970s - as a basis for an

African Social Science Community. [SAPEM, Oct. 1987]
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"Learn to

Struggle and Struggle to Learn"

Role of Students in the
Shudrock Gutto

Lecturer in Law, University of Zimbabwe and Member of the Executive, AAPS Zimbabwe Chapter

This is an edited extract from a
Public Talk delivered by S B O Gutto,
Law Lecturer in the Faculty of Law, at
Manfred Hudson Hall, University of
Zimbabwe in 1984.
The Social Character of
the Student Body

■f^rom the moment most of us left the
warm

we were

wombs of our dear mothers,
thrown into the arms of a

society

organised along capitalist
lines. Up to this very moment Zimbabwe is still very much under the
domination of a bourgeois way of life.
In other words,

Zimbabwe is

a

class

society under bourgeois domination.
The political leadership, led by
ZANU (PF), has declared its goal as
that of Marxism-Leninism, that of
scientific socialism.
Zimbabwe has
therefore declared that it is going to
transform from capitalism to socialism
but at the moment it has not trans-

formed.
What type

of students then do we
expect in such a situation? Definitely
not a majority of them socialist or students committed to socialism. A few
socialist-oriented students, yes, but

nothing more. This is only to be expected. As Marx and Engels aptly put
it in their work. The German Ideolog,
"the ideas of Uie ruling class are in
every epoch the ruling ideas: i.e. the
class wUch is the ruling material force
of society is at the same time its ruling

intellectual force. The class which has

.the

means

Struggle for Socialism

of material production at

its disposal, consequently also controls the means of mental production...". In Zimbabwe those who control the dominant material production

capitalists,
monopoly capital.
are

that the ideas that

mostly
foreign
No wonder then
were

dominant

during colonial rule and which have
remained dominant since 1980

are

ideas reflecting the interests of the big
capitalists and imperialism.
Remof feudal and even
pre-feu^
ideas are also circulated where t^y
nants
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do

necessarily endanger the
capitalist system of exploitation of
man by man.
Real scientific socialist
ideas which are ideas reflecting the
class interests of the working class and
other oppressed classes, ideas that
demand the abolition of exploitation,
class oppression and an end to backwardness in the whole society find it
extremely hard to be produced and
systematically propagated.
not

'IT^at I

am

saying here is that the

Vt student body which exists in this
University is a mirror of the class
divided society from where it comes
and in which it seeks to reproduce itself. It is a student body composed of
children of the bourgeoisie whose
wsh is to reproduce themselves as the
bourgeoisie. It is a student body also
comprising children of various
categories of the petty-bourgeoisie,
the middle-peasants, intellectuals etc.
However, there

are

also children of

prevail

over the intellectuals and
demand that students be taught how
to fit into the whole bourgeois society
and to serve it efficiently. In other

words, capital dictates in the lecture
rooms, in sports, on television and
radio, in recreational activities, in
books, in newspapers and even in
laboratories!
It is not uncommon to find students
at the University of Zimbabwe form-

ing themselves into reactionary
re^onal, sectional and tribal associations.
This, of course, reflects the
general low level of political maturity
in the society as a whole. It allows the
masses to be mobilised against their/
real interests as they are made to
engage in political conflicts which
divide them and not in revolutionary
politics directed at overthrowing the
real enemy, which is capitalism and
imperialism.

I^rom this then, it ought to be clear

J/ that only a very small section of the
student
body
sympathise
with
socialism and even a much smaller

the povo, comprising the working class
and the poor peasants languishing in
communal lands and also the mass of
the
ever-increasing unemployed.
Children coming from the latter class
and strata of the masses live in poverty
and they hate poverty.
But hating

decision to become revolutionaries
and to fight for socialism. Most of the
students are reactionaries, oppor-

poverty is not the same thing as being
a socialist. No. Most of the children

tunists, utopian socialists, adventurists, boot-lickers and sniffing-pup-

of the poor peasants and poor
workers are "aiming high", as the

saying goes. They dream of being
bourgeois or petty-bourgeois. The social pressures on them make them this
way. Whereas the bourgeois children
and children of the upper petty-bourgeoisie fear to break away from the
comforts of their lives, those of the
poor dream of one day "making it".
The University and other schools
are themselves dominated
by pettybourgeois intellectuals who are not
only ignorant of the liberatory ideas of
Marxism-Leninism but are also hostile
to the socialist revolution which will

emancipate the oppressed working
masses. Since the
economy is controlled by the bourgeoisie, the bourgeoisie

proportion have made the difficult

pies who fear the class struggle.
Most

students

of

dream

being

managers and well-paid servants of
the bourgeois society. They are content to be

hirelings of the bourgeoisie

and are indifferent to the sufferings of
the majority of the population who are
milked dry and are made to live imder
sub-human standards by the existing

bourgeois relations of production.
But such indifference only helps the_
bourgeoisie and must be taken to be
an adoption of a definite side in the
class war.
Some students engage in empty
radicalism and this is often well
reflected in the campus politics where

elective
non-socialist
most

positions

are

elements

filled with

who

have

D

crammed a few socialist slogans but
are not committed to socialism. They
use
socialism for personal gains.
These are enemies of socialism,
whether they be in the student body or
outside of it.
rw^he student body also has a good
X number of anti-socialist elements
who
actively campaign
against
socialism. Some promote reactionary
ideas of ”black-consciousness" and
"hunhuism-ubuntuism". Anti-socialist

bourgeois feminism and a whole assortment of mystical religious movements are

also active

on

the campus.

As

already indicated it would be
wrong to just blame the students and
leave untouched their schooling background. Most students have had their
education in the colonial period and
they therefore had colonial education
which has been openly anti-socialist.
After independence the schools did
not transform except in a few schools
few individual teachers have
bothered to teach in conformity with
the stated policy of the government.

where

Even

a

here, there

was

and remains

no

guarantee that they teach with clear
theoretical
understanding of the
basics of Marxism-Leninism.
From the above concrete realities it
is only natural that students should
remain what they are - essentially nonsocialists and anti-socialists - a sprin-

kling of genuine revolutionaries, notwithstanding. This dangerous situation needs to be changed if Zimbabwe
is to rely on some of its intelligentsia
as part of the revolutionary vanguard
that is going to mobilise the masses to
action
towards
revolutionary
socialism.
What is to be done?

The national liberation movement
that led to the attainment of inde-

pendence in this country contained
revolutionary elements and this dates
back to 1964 when the ruling party
declared that socialism was its policy.
In 1977

-

78 in Chimoi in Mozambi-

the reality of the armed and
ideological struggles led the Party to
further define its ideological direction
que,

in

more

scientific

terms

and

it

adopted Marxism-Leninism as the
ideological position of the party. It
was

elected

on

that

mandate but,

pven the concrete contradictions in
the society, it made compromises
which ushered in a government of na-

14

tionai reconciliation with personalities
committed to various ideological pwsitions. It also remained a mass party
whose membership is not based on
those with commitment to socialism.

However, the important thing is that
the national liberation struggle has
made
it
possible for MarxismLeninism to be chosen as the ideology
of the party and government.
The
Second Party congress in 1984 and the
recent

Unity Agreement (1987) all

have
reaffirmed
commitment
to
socialism. It is this that makes it possible for us to be able to-day to discuss
socialist
transformation
openly
without fear of incarceration by the
fascist forces of colonialism or neocolonialism.
This means that inde-

pendence

was a step

forward and not

backwards. It means that all progressive and revolutionary people in Zimbabwe have the opportunity to
mobilise the masses and to lead the

people towards socialism. The struggle in Zimbabwe is therefore one of
destroying the bourgeois state and, in
its place, creating a socialist state and
society. To take advantage of this historical opportunity, the students themselves

must

be

transformed

into

socialists.
order to transform themselves
Xinto socialists, ready to fight and die
for the socialist case, they need to
learn. They must learn. But learning itself is a struggle. They must not only
learn but they must learn the correct

ideology which they can then put into
practice. It is upon the translation of
theory into practice that socialism can
be built on the ruins of capitalism.
Frederick Engels, in The Peasant War
in Germany, wrote:"... socialism, since
it has become a science, demands
it be pursued as a science, that is,
it be studied."

that

that

mobilising the youth in the Soviet

Union to learn scientific socialism and
to

put

its theory into practice, Lenin

told them: "Without work and without

struggle, book knowledge of
munism

sity and the society at large. They
must unite with all progressives and
promote progressive socialist ideas.
They must fight against reactionary
and anti-socialist ideas wherever they
may be and to watch against being infiltrated by agents provocateurs and all
other forms of anti-socialist schemes.
Given the nature of the University it is

that at least one comfor all University students on Mandst-Leninist Theory and
Practice and the Political Economy of

now

necessary
course

pulsory

Zimbabwe be established. This will
be a good beginning so as to counter
the reactionary positions that some
academics harbour against socialism.
A 11 in

/\need
vinced

obtained

from

comcommunist

pamphlets and works is absolutely
right in
warning the youth against becoming
counter-revolutionary text-jugglers or
braggarts by avoiding to study the
principles of socialism seriously and to
apply them in their day to day tasks in
life. Students must learn the theory
and revolutionary practical gains that
worthless....". Yes, Lenin was

socialism has made in the world.

all, I would

say

that students

understand and be conthat socialist revolution is
to

that they be prepared to
fight and die for it, that they be able to
necessary,

learn

Xn

In

learn the theory and apply it to
the concrete situations in Zimbabwe.
In the University, those who are
socialists must draw the largest number possible to socialism. They must
do this not by forming exclusive clubs
of their own but by working within all
the existing associations in the Univermust

sufficient

scientific

socialist

theory and practice to be able to
adopt varied and flexible tactics in this
difficult task of the struggle to transform the bourgeois society into a
humane socialist society. Most importantly they must correctly understand
that, as a part of the intelligentsia, as a
part of the petty-bourgeoisie, they
cannot lead and carry out real socialist
revolution but must choose to join in
the struggle of the working masses led
by the advanced sections of the working class. There is no middle road.
Either they join and ally with the
revolutionary working class and therefore play a jx)sitive role in bringing
about the socialist revolution or they
join the bourgeoisie in resisting social
progress. The wheels of change can
be slowed down but they cannot be
stopped.
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Reflections
IsSU G.

In

Oometime ago an

African intellecconference commented that if by intellectuals we
mean ’a body of persons who give
society its image then in Africa we do
not have intellectuals’. A sharp statement yet worth reflecting upon. While
it is difficult to generalise, I believe
l3tual attending

a

a

lot of truth in that statement,

particularly when we begin to look at
and examine seriously the role we as
intellectuals have played or have
failed to play since independence in
our countries.
’In this regard the
present crisis situation in African has
brought in sharp relief the complete
passivity and marginality of African
intellectuals in the political and social
life of our nations.
If giving society its image means,
among other things, both reflecting
upon and crystallising the woes and
concerns of our people; if giving the

society its image means acting as a
mirror of their struggles and bringing
into sharp focus their oppressed and
mutilated life and living, we have done
very little. Maybe some disciplines like arts
have intellectually discharged their role more honourably
-

than

others, but
has

scene

Intellectuals in Africa

Shivji Professor of Law, University of Dar es Salaam

State and Intellectuals

there is

on

on

been

the whole the
miserable

and

pathetic. We as intellectuals have distinguished ourselves more by our
silence, submission and subservience
rather than by courage and consistency. As Wole Soyinka puts it in the
context of Nigeria:
Wliat
What

sort of society is one part op
community of intelligentsia is
it that accepts, without a squawk,
the disappearance of a trade union

leader without trace? What sort of
labour solidarity is exhibited when
the Secretary-General of the huge
army of the Post and Telegraph
Workers is allowed to die like a dog

short, what I

am

saying is that

we

have failed to make the political comment as intellectuals. When I say this
I

am

thinking, for instance, of

our

counterparts in Asia and the Far East.
There
made

intellectuals

have

only
a pohtical eomment with their
pen but have gone further to participate in the political life of the large
masses of the people.
Now the question that arises is; Why
in Africa has there been a general absence of political intellect or intellectual politics? Yet it was not always the
case. Intellectuals did play an imp)ortant intellectual and political role in
the struggle for independence. We
not

have therefore to look for reasons in
the very political system and culture
after independence.
Xwould venture to suggest

that in

Xpost-independent Africa, political

fore constriction of any oppositional
civilian politics and absorption of the
intellectuals in the state apparatus,
and restriction of academic freedom

resulting in the constriction of space
for academic/intellectuals to play their
traditional role of the creators and
disseminators of ideas.
To be able to play the role of giving

society its image requires making a
political comment and that is precisely, as we have seen, lacking.
Imperialism and Intellectuals
What about the role of intellectuals
as the producers of sotheory. If production of ideology,
ruling or otherwise, is linked with
politics, so is the production of social
theory linked wth research and
general atmosphere for academic
work. To explain the lack of both we
as

academics,

cial

space

have to enter the realm of

state

pendent, neo-colonial economies.
Dependent and dominated economic

has dramatically closed as the
has
developed increasing
capacity to depoliticise the masses and
destroy the organisational capacity of
the civil society. At the same time,
and this is the other side of the coin,
there is very little distance between
the ruling class and the intellectuals in
Africa. Intellectuals

are

not

-

and this

applies not only to ruling class intellectuals but even the so-called oppositional intellectuals the ideological articulators and purveyors of the ruUng
ideology. They are part of the ruling
class. Through co-optation or coer-

cion - and the African states seem to
have a frightening capacity for both the intellectuals inevitably end up as
the actual operators of the statecraft,

ministers, bureaucrats, managers
and so on long, before they develop

as

into
fully-fledged
intellectuals.
Secondly, given their basic social and
political weakness, African ruling classes
can
ill-afford to leave enough
space for intellectual creativity and

depends

on

funding from foreign

governments, foundations and agencies.
the

Whoever pays

the piper plays
Imperialism not only
provides the money but also the inspiration for academic work and re»
search. And imperialism is least intertune,

ested in production of social theory in
Africa.
As with industries so with
academia. If western monopoly capital invests, at best, in assembly and

processing plants so western funding
agencies, at best, fund consultancies
and policy-oriented research under
the guise of relevant research. That
these consultancies and policy-research take for granted the theoretical
premises manufactmed in the west is
part of the international di\nsion of
labour. After all, African scholars are
neither "fit" nor do they have the com-

racks, without a voice raised in
protest, or a demand for explana-

vocation of intellectuals

tion?

control of the civil society and there¬

tributing

dungeons of Dodan Bar-

(Soyinka: 1985, vii)
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de-

life affects academic work as much as
it affects the general life in our
countries.
Much of work in om
universities
research
including

freedom which is a condition precedent even for ruling class intellectuals
to work in. So political space is closed
in two interrelated respects: extreme

in the

om

parative advantage of pursuing the
to

-

knowledge.

that of conThat is

15

reserved for the universities and
scholars of the northern hemisphere!

Mafeje’s

comment

that

African

scholars have failed to produce any
social theory is apposite and sharply

encapsulates the failed role of African
intellectuals as academics.
Mafeje
puts it well when he says:
It is apparent that, as yet, African
social scientists lack establishment.
This does not refer to individual

competence or brilliance.

Indeed,

the preceding section of our discussion is nothing else but an ap-

predation of the incredibly fast
development of the African social
scientists. But at no point did we
suggest that this produced an establishment.

There

is

as

yet no

African social scientific theory of
anything.
Consequently, African
social scientists cannot rely on one
another for theoretical inspiration.
They hardly refer to one another for
theoretical
validation
of their
propositions... (Mafeje: 1986,14)

and demobilised the ruling classes
consolidated themselves through the

For too long African radicals had
been either concealed behind the

expansion of the state apparatuses
and the deepening of state power over
the civil society. This allowed, among
other things, the disorganisation of the
civil society and the co-optation of intellectuals. Twenty five years of independence have brought no economic
development worth its name. The
present crises are exposing the ideology of developmentalism. People are
beginning to see that while they have
had no development they have also
lost control over their destiny i.e.
democracy and politics of the people

apron strings of the "Africanists" of
the Northern Hemisphere, to be

probably the Latin Americans
provide an illustrative contrast; for example, the dependencia theory'. Latin
American intellectuals refer to each
other. They do not totally depend on
the west or the east for their theoretical inspiration. As a matter of fact, it
is not unusual for western intellectuals

unashamedly to appropriate this
theoretical knowledge, put it through
the mass imperialist factory and package it as ’made in US or UK’.
Intellectuals and the

People

What of the future? I believe there

signs of change. Some of the same
objective conditions that produced the
passive, submissive and opportimist
are

African intellectual of the last three
decades are undergoing transformation. Some of the same conditions
that produced the political intellectual
of Asia and the theoretical academic
of Latin America are ripening in
Africa. We quickly sketch them.

pursuit of an illusory goal of developThere is therefore

ment.

argued elsewhere, (Shiyji:
1986) the post-independence African
ideological scene was dominated by
the ideology of developmentalism.
This ideology made a fetish of
economic development. It pushed to
the background the politics of the
people under the guise of expediency.
While the masses were depoliticised
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a

kind of

political re-awakening whose main
and

fundamental

demand

is

for

democracy. Thus increasingly, either
through civilian changes, mass movements or even

violent confrontation,

greater and deeper political space is

being forced open.
the

xVthe

same

state

time the

expansion of

apparatuses has reached

its limits. The ruling class ranks have
been saturated. With this, the upper

mobility of the middle classes, the
petty bourgeoisie, is severely limited.
Co-optation too is becoming difficult.

academia
becoming
open, arrogant and direct.
To-day
foreign funding agencies dictate area
Foreign control

is

no

more

over the
It is

subtle.

of research, research teams ^md research projects. This means that there
is very little space for manoeuvering.
To be sure, this is not producing posifive reaction all along the line. There
are those who are once again giving in
witness the upsurge in consultancy
and faceless reports written by oiu- intellectuals for foreign agencies. Yet
there are those whose patriotism is
-

being deeply wounded and challeng^. The outrage occasionally
does result in introsp)ection and
revsiluation.

I

see

such revaluation

happening. Discussion of this topic by
this conference itself is one rung in the
revaluation.

As I have

as and when it was confor the patronising god
fathers of Radical Northern Hemispherena to do so; or completely
dependent on the latter for survival,
authentication and for the occasional access to publication.
Thus "African Social Science" became synonymous with the "gurus"
of the "African Studies" industries
of North America and Western
Europe.

venient

have been the main sacrifice in the

A t

Here

flaunted

CODESRIA’s research

as ’social movements’ is
another illustration of this new ap-

projects such

proach. Mandaza and his colleagues
have recently launched a new Journal
vhiiose expressed rationale is to
provide a forum for African scholars
to develop in an independent direcfion. As Ibbo says in his inaugural
editorial:

But only in recent years have radical African scholars begun to
realise the need to enhance the

of the development of
genuine African Social Science
through their own organisations
and publications. It is only on the
basis of their own identity and independence that African scholars
will be able to conduct genuine
dialogue with counterparts all over
the world. More important, only
then
will progressive
African

process

scholars

transcend

this

current

practice of reacting to and rejecting
the hegemony of the "Africanists" of
the Northern Hemisphere; and
thereby
establish
their own
paradigm - like the Latin American
counterparts did in the 1970s - as a
basis for an African Social Science
Community. (Mandaza: 1987,1)
Of course, there is nothing mechanical about these changes. The subjective factor, that is recognition of these
trends and how they are grasped and
utilised by the more conscious intela role to play, at
accelerating these changes.

lectuals, will have
least in

IJolitically,
the increasing restlessX

ness on the part of the working
people and the central demand for
democracy are all going to draw in in-

tellectuals

and

the

middle

classes

generally in the arena of political
struggles. The days of complacency
and the glamour of being in the state
apparatuses for the intellectuals seem
to be numbered. Hopefully, that will
push, even if a small number, to the
camp of the people.
But as I said earlier, there is nothing
mechanical

about

the

relation be-

objective and subjective factors.
point is to recognise and com-

tween

The
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prchend these objective factors and
subjectively help to accelerate them in
the
direction
of progress
and
democracy from the standpoint of the
It is here that
working people,
progressive and patriotic intellectuals
will have to provide leadership by example. That is the least that is expccted of us as intellectuals.
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INSIDE SOUTH AFRICA:

Some

Thoughts

THE DEBATE ON BLACK STRUGGLES CONTINUES

on

the National Democratic

Revolution and Socialism
Kumtn E^Sdck

south African Political Writer based in Dar es Salaam

Robert Zulu has stated

IVxrectly

cor-

the relationship between

the national democratic revolution
and socialism, as he has on the leading
role of the working class in the national liberation struggle. However, much
of the confusion resulting in different

positions taken by the oppressed on
some basic questions is as a result of a
lack of clear conception of what the
national
democratic
revolution
achieves and what a society looks like
after its completion. Some equate it
with capitalism while others speak of
socialism while they have the national
democratic revolution in mind.
The starting point of any
the future of South Africa

debate
must

on

then

begin with an understanding and a
clear conception of a society under a
national democratic revolution, and
this has to be compared with other
societies like socialism and bourgeois
democracy.
The basic feature that characterizes

society is who owns the means of
production. It is this cardinal feature
that separates primitive communism,
slavery, feudalism, capitalism, national
democracy
(national
democratic
revolution), socialism and com-

constitutional

changes since the Act of

(JMC’s),

movements.

are

six out of the 15 will come from the
tribal bantustans.
Even puppet
Buthelezi is having second thoi^ts
about the NSC. >^at is being questioned is not only the unjust and une-

qual representation but the basic conception erroneous to the core, namely
that South Africa is
minorities only. Hence

a

state

with

there could be
majority rule in South Africa. This
puts the whole Kwa-Zulu Natal indaba in jeopardy.
no

rrihe English section of the bourX geoisie represented by Oppen-

heimer, Saunders and Bloom have
opted for the Kwa Zulu Natal indaba.
This visualizes

one

chamber of 100

this chamber will be

on

the basis of

representation.

The

cabinet could well have been chosen
this basis. The second chamber
will have 50 members chosen equally
on

Africa has reached a crucial watershed. Few will disagree. Clear indication of this is that all classes have now

by four groups, namely Africans,
English, Afrikaaners and Indians.
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rule in a united South Africa. Both
these are spurned by all liberation

parliaments will be represented, while

that the struggle for national liberation in South

the most radical

the

Shultz, US Secretary of State in the
Reagan administration. He put this
before top US businessmen. These

proportional

sees as

and

rwvhe international bourgeoisie have
X also put forward their blueprint.
Their spokesman was none other than

Councils

bourgeois democracy.

with what it

Afrikaaner

Management,

members, based on one man one vote
(man also mecuis woman). Election of

out with blueprints that would
project the society of the future. The
Botha Government representing the
position of the Afrikaaner big bourgeoisie like SANLAM has come out

the

whose aim is to spy on liberation
movements, there will be African representation. But this is riddled with
racism and tribalism.
Thus in the
NSC leaders of the puppet tricameral

munism. It is this basic criteria that
will be used in looking at the national
democratic revolution, socialism and

come

both

English section of the bourgeoisie
reject one man one vote in a united
South Africa.
They reject majority

2my

Mr Robert Zulu says

that

Union of 1910. Its National Statutory
Council would consist of 30 members,
15 of whom will be African.
Nine
from these would be chosen on the
basis of one man one vote. On a lower
level there would be the Regional Service Councils.
Even in the Joint

The functions of this Assembly
would be similar to the ones held by
the present provincial councils, name-

ly to administer education, health and
look after roads, water supplies and
irrigation. From the above it is clear

the

a) A

points:-

new

united

constitutional order for
South

Africa

a

establishing

equal political, economic and social
ri^ts for all South Africans
without regard to race, language,
nationell origin or religion.
b) A democratic electoral system with
multiparty
participation
and
universal

franchise for all South

Africans.

c) Effective constitutional guarantees
of basic human rights for all South
Africans as provided for in the
Universal Declaration of Humém

Rights
and
by
democracies
everywhere including:•the

right of liberty and security of

persons;
•the right to
and press;

freedom of speech

•peaceful assembly and association and practice of religion;
•the right of labour to organize
and
pursue
peacefully
its
economic objectives;
•the right not to be deprived of
property except by due process of
law and upon payment of just
compensation (my emphasis);
•the right of movement within the
country, emigration and repatriation;
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•the right of communities to use
their own languages and develop
their cultures and customs;
•the rule of law; safeguarding of
an

independent judiciary with the

enforce the rights
guaranteed by the constitution to
to

power

all South Africans;
•a

constitutional

allocation

of

between the national
government and its constituent
regional and local jurisdictions, in
keeping with South Africa’s
deeply rooted regional and culpowers

tural traditions;
•an economic system that guarantees economic freedom for every
South African; allocates government social and economic services fairly; enables all South
Africans to realize the fruits of

their labour,

acquire own property and attain a decent living
standard for themselves and their
families.

Ohultz’s blueprint is designed on
similar lines as the Lancaster
House Constitution for Zimbabwe. It
could be said that it is the Lancaster
House for South Africa. This visualizes change in political management
without change in ownership of the
means of production.
It visualizes
changes in the management of the superstructure of political institutions
without changing their functions.

Enshrined in the new constitution for
South Africa as it has been enshrined
in the Lancaster is; Thou shall not ex-

shall thou confiscate
property without compensation, and
that too after due process of law.
Shultz’s blueprint is a blueprint for
bourgeois democracy or liberal
democracy.

propriate,

nor

If there is confusion between liberal

the
national
it is because
the latter incorporates most of the
points of liberal democracy except
one, and this one is fundamental because it involves change in ownership
in the means of production. The national democratic programme changes
the ownership of the means of
production from a minority to the
majority.
Concretely, this involves the following;democracy

nationalisation of all the mines, factories, banks and communications
systems;
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on

the basis of

have political jX)wer, the function of
those operating institutions in the

transfer

rule is reduced to political management. But under societies in the

post-colonial period under majority
Nationalisation would

mean

ownership from a handful of monopolies to the people. Thus ownership of a few now would be transformed to All Peoples ownership.
of

This is a socialist measure and it
embraces the major sectors of the
economy and removes
of exploitation. The

the major form
workers rightly

believe that with this

measure

ex-

ploitation would be removed. The All
Peoples ownership in the commanding heights of the economy continues

process

of the national democratic

revolution, with the economic base of
the

exploiting classes

gone,

those

manning the political institutions have
power, because they repthe workers and peasants who
have
economic
power
through
nationalisation of the commanding
heights of the economy and granting
land to the Tiller.

real

political

resent

ownership under communism. The
All Peoples ownership remains a constant form of ownership in the historical
period from the national

▲ part
from land, the national
/^democratic programme also allows private ownership in other fields.
Thus shopkeepers and traders are
permitted to continue to operate, as

democratic revolution to communism.
Mr Zulu says that there is both a

Tailors,

under socialism and is also the form of

continuity tmd distinction between the
national democratic and socialist
revolutions. What provides continuity
is this All Peoples ownership which is

feature in both the national
democratic and socialist revolutions.
a common

T and to

J-/forms.

the tiller can take many
In the Soviet Union after

the Bolshevik Revolution of 1917, all
landed estates were broken up and
land was given to the peasants. Land
however
state

was

nationalized with the

becoming the landlord. The im-

portant thing to

understand is that the

nationalisation of land was not a
socialist measure, for what was established all over rural Russia was a systern of commodity production with the

peasant retaining all the

surplus he

produced. In Democratic Peoples
Republic of Korea however, the
peasants were given title deeds. Here
again it was the same. The peasant
retained what he produced.

and

democratic programme,

•

•redivision of the land
"Land to the Tiller";

The
programme

national

democratic

thus visualizes two types

of property; the All Peoples property
of the working class and private

property in the case of the peasants.
What then is decisive is that unlike
liberal democracy, ownership of the
means of production is transferred
into the hands of the majority, and in

doing that it breaks the economic
power of the exploiting classes.
Under liberal democracy the exploiting classes retain their economic
power and since in the last analysis
those who have economic power jilso

drivers and bus owners.
carpenters, shoe makers,
mechanics continue with their acare

taxi

It is
like
doctors, lawyers, engineers, auditors,
accountants, bookkeepers and business consultants.
They continue as
tmties retaining what they earn.
the same with the professionals

before. Even small industrialists are
allowed to operate with the right to

appropriate the surplus for themselUnder the phase of the national

ves.

democratic revolution the section of
the petit-bourgeoisie is allowed to
continue, for the targets of this revolution are the big owners of the mines,

factories, plantations, banks and other
such enterprises.
No mine owner,

factory owner, bank
plantation owner will give up
his private property voluntarily. Their
property can only be acquired by
seizure using force. There can be no
transfer of economic power of the exploiting classes throu^ negotiation.
owner or

Similarity between National
Programme and
Programmes.

Democratic
Socialist

As stated before, the similarity is
that the All Peoples ownership of the

working class continues in a socialist
society. However, there is a change in
ownership in the rural areas.
Private ownership of land is now

replaced with co-operative ownership.
depending upon the political consciousness of
the peasants. The most elementary
type is where peasants now harvest
and plant together while retaining
their land, animals and machines. The

These could be of three types
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second type is where they till jointly
and put their machines and animals
for use by the co-operative and for
which they are paid. The third and

highest form of co-operative is where
one is paid in accordance with one’s
labour put in. However, co-operative
ownership differs from All Peoples
ownership in that surplus produced by
the co-operative becomes the property of the co-operative and this is distributed to the co-operative members
in accordance to one’s labour put in.
In the case of All Peoples ownership,
the surplus is taken by the state as custodian of the people’s ownership.
In a socialist society there are only
two types of ownership.
The All
Peoples ownership of the workers and
co-operative
ownership
of the
peasants.
"Out what

Jjsionals,

happens to the profesthe

small

traders

and

handicraftsmen?

They are persuaded
to perform co-operatives like the
peasants and they choose the type in
accordance with their level of political
consciousness. As with the peasants,
so too with this layer, no force is to be
used.
The exception however was
under Stalin. Comrade Gorbachev in
his report "October and Perestroika,
The Revolution Continues", condemned him for his crimes against the

the

increase of productivity. The
productive forces can only be expanded through a higher form of social organization.
Under

a

The giiilt of Stalin and his immediate entourage before the Party
and the people for wholesale

repressive

measures

lawlessness is

and acts of

enormous

and

unfor-

givable. (Gorbachev: October and
Perestroika, The Revolution Continues : Novosti Press
house Nov 1987p 26).

Publishing

olies, cartels, syndicates and trusts
in

industry...;

classical form of socialist

society like DPRK there is

no

private

property.
South Africa there are three nademocratic
programmes.
These are the Ten Point Programme
of the Unity Movement; The Freedom
Charter
and
the
Ten
Point
n

Itional

Programme of the Azania Peoples
Revolutionary Party (APRP), a section of the PAC.

All these must be

placed in their respective historical
perspective. The TPP of the Unity
Movement was put forward in 1943,
that is during the war years.
It
reflected the awakening of the people
and made a departure from a liberal
democratic programme by posing the
question of land to the Tiller as being
of paramount importance.
The
Freedom Charter was proclaimed in
1955. It developed the TPP in that it
posed the question of ownership very
clearly by stating thus:-

(c) Turn all big enterprises belonging to local trusts, syndicates or individuals in industry, commerce,
transport, fishing which dominate
the livelihood of the people into
parastatal organizations;
r¥^he words

"Expropriation", "ConfisX cation" ^unongst scientific socialists
can have only one meaning: seizure
without compensation.
Lenin in his
agrarian programme repeated this
point again and again to distinguish
this from other political parties that
"Land was to
given the Tiller"
without any payment by him. This was
only possible if no compensation to
the feudal and capitalist exploiters
was to be paid.
Their compensation
in fact was in the appropriation of the
surplus over the years by virtue of
their ownership of the means of
production (See Karrim Essack : The
Struggle for Peoples Power in South
Africa ; Thakers, Dar Es Salaam, Tan-

"The mineral wealth beneath the

zania where all three programmes are

soil, the banks, the monopoly in-

given in full. See also Karrim Essack
Reform or Revolution in South Africa.)

dustry shall be transferred to the
ownership of the people as a
whole".

peasantry and Party leaders in the fol-

lowing words:

(b) Confiscate all enterprises
belonging to multinational monop-

It is also stated that the land should
be shared amongst those who work it.
Both the TPP and the Freedom
Charter formulated under conditions
of extreme repression and semi il-

legality could not deal with the question of how this should be transferred.
The TPP of the APRP was brought
out when the leadership in exile had
no need to be cautious.
In its Annexure

C3

(4) it called for:-

The peasants and other sections
then were persuaded through education to form a higher form of social or-

Expropriate

ganization like the co-operatives be-

prosperous

here scientific methods of farming like the use of fertilizers and tractors could be used which must show in

ces

all

imperialists,
lackeys and
independent
and

bureaucrats and their
build

an

national economy

Of the three, the most well known is
the Freedom Charter. Trade unions
like NUM have adopted it as well as
the UDF. The monopoly press of the
white establishment like the "Star" and
the "Weekly Mail", former employees
of the defunct "Rand Daily Mail”, have
done much to publicize it. It is not
that the monopolies are committing

suicide,

but

rather

the

Charter could be used

Freedom

starting
bargaining bid. Against the Freedom
Charter there could be pitted Botha’s
National Council and Oppenheimer’s
Kwa Zulu-Natal indaba.

as

a

The

com-

promise then would be along the lines
suggested by Shultz, namely a liber<il
democracy.

cause
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(a) Nationalize all natural

resour-

of the country;
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PROBLEMS AND PROSPECTS OF REGIONAL COOPERATION

Focus

on

Gilbert Afudcnda

Among the problems facing Africa is
heavy
technological,
financial
markets and entrepreneurial, dependency on the metropoles, arising
in part from a limited internal
maricet, little industrialisation, low
bargaining power, etc. One option

of this dependency syndrome has
been regonal economic integration.
Ngila Mwase (Tanzania).

out

Africa being part of the Third World
Countries with disparity in development arising from the NorthlSouth
relationship, dominated by out flows
of raw materials from Africa to
developed countries reciprocated by
finished products from developed
countries to Africa is increasing
everyday, hence the increasing
foreign debt to be paid. It is in this
context that regional co-operation
such

as

SADCC Investment

and

Development Projects is pertinent to
Africa as a whole.
I.C. Mlambo (Zimbabwe).

From the above quotations from
people working and living in countries
that

are

both members of SADCC and

PTA, it is evident that their perceptions of these institutions are many
and varied; some optimistic and
others pessimistic. SAPEM invites

Call for Economic

SADCC and PTA Issues

Zambian Scholar and Economic Features Editor, SAPEM

African countries do not separately
command enough resources for sustained economic development. Indeed, most of these countries cannot
realistically talk about development
without pooling their resources
together. It is observed that the
growth of economic and political
power in the USA and USSR in this
century and the decline of such
powers as Britain and other smaller
European countries are mainly explained by these countries’ com-

productivity and general welfare.
This is why - United, we under-

mand

political institutions need to be

over resources.

Cbiselebwe

text, is as tragically feeble as to seek
the reformation of apartheid for the

liberation of South Africa. There can
no miracle to turn a group of in-

be

disarticulated economies
independent, harmonious,
integrated industrialised economy
able
to
significantly increase
temally

Mbikusita*

Thus regional integration is a political question first and foremost. Minimum and maximum economic

programmes can be drawn up to be
achieved in guided stages. But in
order that we can politically map out
such economic programmes, our

is

of thorough exsocial structures,
capacities of different social forces in our nations to
combat imperialist domination and
dependency.
a programme
amination of our
our states and the

Araold Sibanda (Zimbabwe).

an

contributions to

a special issue on
regional political and economic cooperation. SAPEM believes that these
institutions are, either for ill or good,
important in the development of the

countries of Southern Africa,

As

issue of regional co-operation
thoroughly and rigorously with a view
to arriving at a better understanding;
and perhaps to contribute towards a
more informed policy making process
in our re^on.
the

such, it is important that we debate

Papers and Debate

In the first issue of our journal, we
invited social scientists in the region to
contribute towards the development

conduct

of their own social science paradigm
rooted in the realities om contem-

African scholars transcend

situation. This invitation was
put thus: "It is only on the basis of
their own identity and independence
porary

that African scholars will be able to
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Akashambatwa
Lewanika (Zambia).

democratised to allow meaningful
Mass participation. Urgent therefore

Ng’undwe (Zambia).

To talk of restructuring African
economies within the capitalist con-

into

develop!

genuine

dialogue

with

debates

we

have initiated have

counterparts all over the world. More

responded to this call.

important, only then will progressive
tb^ current practice of reacting to and rejecting the hegemony of the "Africanists"
of the Northern hemisphere...."
We are happy that the articles we
have published, so far, and the

can

partly

However, it

also be noticed that these have
tended to be weighted more towards

political discourse and less towards
economic issues. SAPEM, as the title
implies, wishes to also carry articles
and debates on economic issues pertinent to the region. This is not just
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because we wish to publish a more
balanced journal, but rather because
we believe that it is in the area of
economics that foreign experts have
held undue sway. More poignantly, it
is in the field of economic analysis that

experts from the World Bank and the
IMF have

postulated

a

paradigm that

has become conventional wisdom for

policy making. Unfortunately, though,
it is a paradigm which portrays a
reality that is not inhabited by the
people of the region. Furthermore, it
is a paradigm from which the socalled structural
mes,

are

the

region,

However,

these

tant

therefore, that these scholars

most

on

of

our

derived.

Intuitively, the IMF medicine is
rejected by most progressive scholars

economies and the increased welfare of our peoples. The articles we
have in mind are those that address,
our

amongst other things, the

should begin to seriously engage in
debates about the state of our
economies. This does not necessarily
mean that we should
deny the need
for adjustment, nor the need to discuss
the
serious
crisis
in
our
economies. The call therefore, is that
our collective endeavours should also
address the crisis situation obtaining
in our economies.

topics:

There are a number of original contributions that we can make regarding
both macro and micro economic issues that frustrate the
development of

etc.

adjustment program-

imposed

countries,

in

scholars have not often gone beyond
this mere act of rejection. It is impor-

following

•Sectoral studies
ng,

(agriculture, minimanufacturing, construction,

etc)
•Natural resources development
• Human resources development
• Economic policy and
planning

Regional and international trade
and parastatal companies
• Banking, finance and fiscal
policies
•

• Private

The 1987 Stock Markets Crash:
The Bull That Turned Bearish
Aithuli Ncubc

Lecturer Department of Economics, University of Zimbabwe

Introduction

The Bull that turned Bearish

of the stock market crash

^^n
Monday 19 October 1987 the
V-/bear went round the

xVis pertinent before

bearish.

main causes.
From 1982 the world stock markets
continued to climb. The zenith was
reached m the second half of 1987

world, chasing the bull from one stock market to
the next: it was panic, but not of the
wild, irrational type. The bull turned
Was this "Black
a

Monday" a result of
protracted "Monday effect" or "Oc-

tober effect"? Was it a result
United States mismanagement of

economy? What

are

of

the
the implications

of the crash to developing countries?
In this paper I will make an analysis
of the crash in the giant world stock
markets throwing light on its causes
and its economic ripple effects, par-

ticularly for developing countries.
The crash

analysts

as a

interpreted by some
signal of a world depres-

was

Depression. What is
a

more

likely

recession which will lead

to

now

slower

growth for developing countries. This
again creates darkness at the end of
the tunnel.
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one

analyses its

when equity capitalists of world stock
markets had risen from US$20,000 billion of Wall Street, the Dow Jones
index rose by 250% from 12 August

1982, to peak in August 1987.
Hongkong’s Seng rose by more than
300%. The Tol^o’s Nikkei rose by
287% from 1982 to 14 October 1987.
Frankfurt stock market value rose by
241% while Sydney’s rose by 400%.
In the London StockvExchange the
FT ordinary index reached its peak in

sion as indeed was the October 1987
crash which preceded the 1930s Great

is

A resume

July 1987 where it was 253% higher
than its mid-August 1982 level and
1220% higher than its 1974-75 level.
A

week before

crash, there

was

the

already

Wall
a

Street

recipe for

it. Investors were buying shares at
dividend yields averaging only 3% in

London, 2,6% in New York and 0,5%
in Tokyo. To buy those shares, inves¬

tors were borrowing at interest rates
of 15% in London, 16,5% in New
York and 5% in Tokyo. The gap between cost and yield was double its
normal size in the three previous
decades. This gap had to shrink via a
rise in yields, with no fall in borrowing
costs. This would lead to a crash in
shares if it was done simultaneously.

The crash on Wall Street
Dow Jones industrial average

saw

the

collapse
by 22.6% (500 points) in a single day
with a record trading volume of 605m
shares. By the end of trading the Dow
Jones index had fallen to 36% of its

August peak. The Tokyo stock exchange fell 15% in a day and the London stock exchange fell 22% in two
days. Hong Kong and New Zealand
closed their markets shutting away
would-be sellers. The Johannesburg
stock exchange fell 12% after some
resistance.
The fall in Dow Jones exceeded the
11.7% on the "Black Tuesday" of October 29, 1929. By April 1930 the
market had gained half its value. In
1933 the world suffered a depression
in which Wall Street lost 80% of value
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and USA GNP
1929 level.

was

two-thirds of its

prices and

confirming their
selling of
the share

thus

beliefs. This simultaneous
shares led to the plunge in

Causes of the Crash

prices.
However, the three main

/Causes of the Stock Market crash

are

reasons

inextricably linked.

\_xcould be

categorized into three,
although they are all interrelated.
Firstly, there was loss in confidence in
the American economy.

By October 1987, America had a
higher than expected trade deficit of
US$15,5 billion. The US dollar value
had been high in the last sbc years ena-

r^he economic ripple of the crash

bling the American economy to import cheaply and thus created a trade

by

deficit.

Besides, interest rates

were

higher in other major countries e.g.
West Germany. To counter this the
US dollar would have to depreciate or
devalue to about 1.70 to the Deutsche
Mark. High interest rates in other
countries discouraged potential investors in America.
The budget deficit also contributed

the loss in confidence in the US

would

X

come

in the

to

form of

are

the 1929 crash which

a

likening it

was

followed

a depression in the 1930s after the
stock
market
had
almost
fully
recovered. The possibilities of a

depression are unlikely after the 1987
crash, although a world recession is
possible.
The crash is a likely result in a 1%
full in GNP’s for the US and other

developed countries. The income elasticity of demand for imported goods
for

these

countries

is

about

two.

Therefore, there is likely to be

nally to finance its defence budget in-

a 2%
fall in world trade. For Third World
countries the threat is greater because
of continued substitution of primary
commodities.
Since developing countries are de-

stead of

pendent

to

The budget deficit created
chiefly by the defence budget contributed to the US$2,37 trillion nationeconomy.

al debt. The US had to borrow exter-

raising taxes to finance it.
Secondly, the crash was partly due
to an over-priced market. There was
demand in the Stock Market
which meant that the prevailing share
excess

prices were above the equilibrium
prices dictated by the law of supply
and demand.

Demand dropped
share prices towards

and so did the
the equilibrium

prices. But of course we can never say
certainty that the markets are
now in equilibrium. Finally, the crash
in stock markets was partly due to
computer-aided trading. The computer programmes used in buying and
selling stock are built on the basis of
Artificial
Intelligence Technology
(AIT). In the AIT process, experts on
the stock market are asked how they
would react to certain market signals.
Both the signal and the response is
computer programmed. Since all the
computer programmes were built on
the same methodology the computers
respond in the same direction to a
particular market signal.
Therefore, it is likely that when
prices were falling due to a common
"Monday Effect” the computers expccted the fall to be sustained. They
began to sell, further depressing the

with
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the balance of payments

on export of primary goods
for their foreign exchange earnings,
their capacity to do so will be further
stifled for foreign exchange has become an indirect import into production for developing countries. The effects were therefore contradiclionary
on GNP leading to a fall in growth in
Third World countries. This will further reduce the capacity of developing
countries to pay back their debts.

as

America has tried to redress the
situation by cutting its budget by about
US$2 billion. As a result the stock
markets have become less volatile

The stock markets crash which
started in Wall Street’s warning

over-reliance on the US
or generally, for world
economic
leadership.
The
US
economy has been pronounced as one
against

economy,

that could sustain massive debts in
both its trade budget without negative

repercussion. This has first been disproved by the crash over-reliance on
one
economy
as the leader is
dangerous because if it suffers
economic ills, every economy will
catch the disease.

The world may be tempted to rely
Japan as the leader. Japan has a
surplus which might in fact lead to an
overvalued Yen. This could be a
on

for

recipe

commodity prices
were showing signs of much needed
recovery. When the crash occured,
prices generally disappeared, except
that of gold. The price of aluminium
dropped by 10% in one day. That of
copper also dropped. This implies
that the developing countries producing commodities other than gold, suffered from the crash.
Debtor countries (third World) will
benefit temporarily from the cut in interest rates for their debt repayments.
But the contractionary effect of the
crash in the long run will catch up with

taking them back to the status

economic

problems.

Generally, over-reliance on one
economy should be shunned.
The US trade and budget deficits
need reduction. The defence budget
needs to be cut to restore that confidence. However, the problem should
not be left to the US alone, but there
should be ’1’ economic concertie’
among
to

the G7

stabilise

or

Paris Club countries

the

situation.

Com-

puterised trading needs human supervision. This is for controlling unidirectional mechanical response to market
signals

Before the crash,

them

deficit

imports get more expensive.

sending out signals of recovery.

Economic Ripple Effects
of the Crash

depression Economists

Currency depreciation might worsen

which

is

demonstrably

detrimental.
Conclusion

nphe crash in the World Stock

X Markets reveals their sensitivity to
careless economic management. Ex-

pectations, be they adaptive or rational, are strongly influenced by government policy and the state of the
economy. If the domestic balance
(budget) and the foreign balance
(foreign trade) are not properly
aligned, confidence is lost, resulting in
excessive disinvestment in capital
markets.
The October 1987 crash is

unlikely

quo.
The debt burden might worsen to
become of the depreciation in ac-

to

curacies precipitated
demand for exports.

likely but its extent cannot be forecast
with certainty. A concerted effort

by the 2% fall in

a major depression unlike the
October 1929 crash. A recession is

signal
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from the G7 countries is required to
stabilise the situation. In one year the
stock markets are expected to regain
lost value.

The

crash

as

Economist"

referred to

the

the "beginning and middle for

new chapter ufSating Charles
MacKa/s 1841 book, ’Extraordinary
a
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ZIMBABWE;

WELCOMING NATIONAL UNITY AND THE EXECUTIVE PRESIDENT

Speeches made at the Signing of the Unity
Agreement at State House, Harare, 22.12.1987

Mugabe, Cde Joshua Nkomo and Cde Canaan Banana after the Signing of
Unity Agreement at State House, Harare, 22nd December 1967

05e Robert Gabriel
the

defeated

the

machinations

of the

enemy.

nal group

Cde Robert Gabriel

Mugabe - First
Secretary & President
of ZANU-PF:

npoday
is
X

a great day. It is a great
day because it has seen the coming
together in body, mind and spirit of
our two parties which, as you know,
had maintained their own positions
for quite a long time.

Under

negotiated
proposals,

coming together today is pera development of the experience
we have had before.
During the
liberation struggle when other parties
in the country decided to go for the internal settlement, our two parties not
Our

only rejected that internal settlement
it in a revolutionary way and came together under

the

Patriotic

Front

we

the
Anglo-American
1977-78,
and
we

demonstrated our commitment to
freedom and independence based on
no
other principle than that of

majority rule for Zimbabwe. When
that was not accepted by the British
Government and the reactionaries
within the country, we intensified the
on our two fronts. But the
enemy was a common one and bullets
were fired from both those fronts in

struggle
one

haps

direction: the direction in which

the common enemy stood;
tion in which the political

the directrajectory
lay, towards the goal of true freedom
for our people, a democratic order allowing for full participation by all the
people regardless of their colour, ethnicity or religious affiliation. And in

but decided to oppose

1979 when the Lancaster House Conference was held we stood firmly

the Patriotic Front.
Under the
Patriotic Front we negotiated for a
settlement in Geneva at the Geneva
Conference Talks
in
1976
and

together.
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the first place, to pose a fait accompli
before us by negotiating with an inter-

The British tactics and the strategy
which they displayed was meant, in

and confronting us with a
ready position.
Secondly, it was meant to divide us.
But the British, perhaps, had not
realised suffidently how much we had
worked together since the Patriotic
common our belief was
each other - ZANU, ZAPU, Cde
Nkomo and myself. And there was no
stand we ever took without discussing
it and assessing the implications of
that stand.

Front and how
to

A nd so, from the be^nning to the
xmend, there was never any division
between us. Yes, we might have had

different perceptions and different
viewpoints, but we always took ^^lat
was a common

stand and at the end

emerged with a package we were
able to give our blessing to. It wasn’t
all that perfect but at least it contained the principle of majority rule
and total freedom for our people.
After the eight years of e}q>erience
we have examined the position in the

we

the
parties and the interest

country, the interest of the people,
interest of our
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of the leadership and we have come to
no other conclusion than that
unity
would enhance our freedom and inde-

rest

pendence. Unity would enhance the
status of our people.
Unity would

might have quarrelled
regionalism, but
we so quarrelled because the principle
of our national perspective had been

demonstrate the oneness of direction
for our people. And unity, of course,
would mean a common allegiance,

loyalty and a common struggle against both internal and external
common

forces of destabilisation.
And so, after several meetings, we
have come to the conclusion that we
agree to merge our parties, that we
shall be one party, one leader, and
work for the sustenance of our

democracy using the party as the
political instrument for uniting the
people and giving them direction. We
are also going to work for a socialist
state and the political order we regard
as

democratic

more

-

that of

a one-

party state.
We are agreed on all this and so
what does this mean in real terms? It
means we are all going to work under
the banner of ZANU, that the aspirations which the people in the country

had, whether they were ZAPU or
will be brought together

ZANU,

under that umbrella.

of the fabric,
been based

never

the Civil Service, has
on

ethnicity.

about tribalism and

of us who attached our names to this
document and those who have worked

vitiated in

with us throughout, will, at all times,
remember that what we have said here
what the Prime Minister has said and

Yes,

we

But, as it
stands, there has been accommodasome

cases.

tion of people from all the regions of
the country and we would want this to
continue to be the case. So the Public
Service really doesn’t come into it. It
will continue to do its work along the
lines and on the basis of the

parameters already prescribed.
The

joy I have and which I want to
and share with you is that we

express

can now move

hand

until

into the future hand-inend.
That is the

our

greatest joy, rather than having moved
hand-in-hand

the
beginning,
separated and then you go towards
your graves in a separate way. That
would be

a

at

sad state of affairs indeed.

So that is the joy 1 have. And the
nation must feel jubilant this moment that this great act has occurred which
will bring them together, will look forward to the spirit of oneness amongst

the
In

a

physical form it also

means

that

there shall be enhancement and
modification of our structures as they
exist today.
Thus this more com-

prehensive aspect lent to the Party by
the fact of the merger can be taken
care of. And our organs, as you know,
start right ät the top - the Congress,
then the Central Committee, the politburo, the provincial organs, the district organs, the branches and the cell
units - all these will have to be restructured to take cognisance of the new
situation. This rebuilding and restruc-

turing of the Party will be done on a
joint basis of consultation at every
stage so that we continue to
demonstrate pur oneness
and purpose.

of direction

people, will look forward to
acceptance of both of us as
leaders, to their acceptance of all
from ZAPU in the leadership as

their
their

of us
their
leaders, and therefore to that spirit
amongst them which will make for
greater peace and security.
We would hope that those who
yesterday felt they had cause to wage a
political fight because we were
divided,

can now

take

note

and cog-

nisance of our unity and lay down
their arms, come and join the rest of
the people and work constructively for
the nation. That must be encouraged.
And we sing songs and dance to these
songs in both Shona and Ndebele - let
us be one forever - and let us leave our
children and future generation the

heritage of unity.
Thank you.

TTaving

come

Xlnaturally it
ment we

tion

together politically,

means within Govern¬
will also be one. The crea-

of Government

has been

the

primary responsibility of the Prime
Minister and the President and so I
can’t reveal my secrets here. But I can
assure

you

ministries, it is the whole fabric. The
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Cde Joshua Nkomo

-

President of PF-ZAPU:

that Government will in-

elude persons coming from ZAPU as
well. And Government is not just the

unity, for unity is not just the signing
of documents, unity is what follows.
It is our hope and belief that those

rr^he

significance of this occasion will
X run through the whole fabric of
our nation.
It is the beginning of

-

I

am saying here - is not
just for us. It
is not unity just for ZAPU and
2LANU. The unity which we signed as
ZAPU and ZANU is a basis for the

unity of our people, the entire population of our country.
The Prime Minister has named a
few people who inhabit this land. Let
me add to the list he has given.
We
have people of various origins, people
whose origin is Europe, the Middle
East and the Far East, the Americas
and so on, who have chosen to make
this country their home. Let them understand here today that this signing
means the unity of the people of Zimbabwe.
From now on we arc not

going to be talking about the majority
because we are a majority of all of us.
No matter what our creed, our colour,
the origin of our families, we are all
Zimbabweans. And therefore the significance of this unity is this wide
coverage
our

of the entire population of

country.

The Prime Minister has said, in
passing, that he is 65 (63) and he
didn’t say how old I am l^cause I am
younger than him. I am 21 plus, what
plus is any person’s guess.

^^omrades, the unity of ZAPU and

\_^ZANU is the reassurance of our
people that what we did during the
struggle when we fought as one under
the banner

of the

Patriotic Front

fought as a united people.
Our policy of reconciliation when
we came back reassured those people
against whom, physically, we were
supposed to be fighting. But let me
make it clear here. There are people
who say we fought against the white
people in order to bring a black
government. We never fought against
white people. We fought against a
system, a system whose leaders were a
majority of, if not all, white people.
That, in itself, did not mean fighting
against white people. It was fighting
ag2iinst a system.
meant we

And this is
from various

why when we returned
places we had fought
from, we said let’s come together. But
still we had a little problem of bring-
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ing

ZAPU and ZIANU together. We

talked and talked, we were almost

completion of our unity and our
people hoped all the time.
But today is not just a hope - it is a
reality. It is a reality that our people
should accept and throw their weight
behind this act of unity. It must not be
a document, it mu.st be a
reality. It
must be the faith not
only of the
people but of the leaders themselves.
near

Unless the leaders have faith in what

they arc doing, unlc.ss the leaders stick
to their words, unless the leaders lead
the people towards the real, full and
complete oneness - then these signaturcs will

be in vain.

tunity to rub shoulders with some of
our greatest sons, the
founding fathers

of our revolution and of our nation.
What we are witnessing today is the
fulfillment of a very expensive and
dear dream, the dream of the vast

majority of the people of this country,
this day the proclamation of national unity.
to sec

I can assure that the Cde Prime
Minister and Cde Nkomo have said
the journey has been long. But I think
what is important is that from the

beginning we have walked the same
path. We have fought the same battles
and

the same victories. And 1
that what we are witnessing

won

trust

Comrades, we in 21APU have always
said, and I continue on this signing
day and this scaling of the fact, that
the unity we have attached our names
to, Cde Robert Gabriel Mugabe and
Joshua Nkomo, means the real unity
of our people. No going back. The
continuance of this unity is essential
for the future of our country. We do
leave behind us the legacy
of division of the people of Zimbabwe.
not want to

We want to lay the beginning and the
foundation of one people, one nation.
I want to stress here for people who
will look at this document and start

analysing it to

sec

who has gained and

who has not gained, let me say that
what is contained here is the true feel-

ing of both these political parties. The
document may appear to be incomplcte - all agreements arc that way.
But the important thing is the spirit
behind the document and
document behind the spirit.

Comrades, let

me

not

the

both Cde Mugabe and myself
grateful to the part played by

are
our

tics and victories and, in fact, the assurance of greater victories in the con-

tinuing struggle for national

oneness,

national

national

survival

and

prosperity.

there

"YT^cs,

might

have

been

X obstacles and difficulties on the
path to national unity, as indeed
should have been expected.
But 1
think what we witness today marks

really

gigantic watershed as we have
the top of the mountain of national unity.
National unity, like indepicndcnce, is
not a one day wonder. It is a
process
of growth and development and trust
that this coming together completes,
a

come to

both Cde Prime Minister and Cde
Nkomo have said, that vision of a
united and one Zimbabwe. Unity is
like marriage. The day of marriage is
as

exciting and the

weeks
along
teething problems
crop up. But once the foundation is
strong the problems are overcome
and months, but
sometimes a few

as

next few
you

go

State President Cde Banana. He did a
lot in the background, he worked very

with determination and seriousness.

hard, he

And so we shall have to continue to
build the bridges of trust, not just between the leadership but, most impor-

was

disappointed from time

time but he never gave up. I think
this is a very encouraging goodbye to
our friend.
to

Cde C.S. Banana

-

Outgoing President
of Zimbabwe:
Tconsider

myself
extremely
Xprivileged to have had the oppor¬
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have

^^de Prime Minister, this, I’m

sure,

V-'will be a tremendous inauguration
as he assumes the
leadership of a
united Zimbabwe. And for all of you,

indeed,

this

is

a

tremendous

Christmas present. I would like to appieal, as the leaders have done, to all
our people to forget whatever
petty
differences they’ve had in the past, to
close ranks and rally behind the
united Party, rally behind the President and First Secretary of the Party,

rally behind the politburo, the Central
Committee and all organs of the Party
and to rally behind the Government.

today is the consolidation of those bat-

most

mention here that

when the people of Zimbabwe
decided to close ranks.

tantly, amongst the rank and file of the
Zimbabwean people. What we witness today is a tremendous blow to the
forces of negation, the forces of
division, the forces of destruction, may
they be within or without this country.
And indeed, let them be murdered
and laid to rest for eternity.
For me personally, as Cde Nkomo
has said, it’s a tremendous send-off.
There’s nothing one could wish for
than to leave a state office at a time

I

hope and trust,

as

Cde Mugabe

has said, that those, who were mis-

guided and could not reconcile with a
new order, perhaps in the mistaken
belief that their interests might be
overlooked, will now become part and
parcel of a united Zimbabwe. I hope
and trust that the young men

who

are

roaming various parts of the country
with guns in a campaign of death and
destruction will see fit to lay down
their arms, and join hands with the
rest of us in building this Zimbabwe to
be a Zimbabwe of our design.
To
build a Zimbabwe to be great amongst
the countries of this continent and so
we can

play

our

part and make an ef-

fective and important contribution to
the development of our people and
this region.
Once again
late the Prime

allow

me to congratu-

Minister, President and
First Secretary of ZANU-PF, Cde

Nkomo and the two

parties for achieving what is another miracle. I’ve always referred to the Lancaster Agreement, which Cde Nkomo referred to,
as the first miracle and the
integration
of our various forces into the national
army as

the second miracle. I want to

refer to this occasion
miracle.

as

the third

Toast

by Cde Banana:
lasting national unity, to the
health and long life of the President
and First Secretary of ZANU-PF, to
the success of members of the polit....to

buro, to the Central Committee, to the
Government and to all the people of
Zimbabwe.
To toast to peace,

and prosperity for all of the
people of Zimbabwe, to toast to unity.
progress
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MUGABE: The Executive President

Mcisipulci Sitholc Associate Professor of Political Science, Univeisity of Zimbabwe, Harare
PYthree weeks ago on

X1987,

31 December

2mbabwe’s Robert G.
Mugabe aged 63 was installed first Executive Preudent'of Smbabwe. Who
is President Mugabe? What type of
leader is he? What can Zimbabwe ex-

pect under his leadership as Executive
President?

During the Zimbabwe nationalist
squabbles a leading 2Limbabwe
nationalist remarked

”Mugabe is

an

in

upstart

babwe. Today, seven years later he
has risen to the ultimate, the position
of "Executive President" denied the
nationalists at the 1979 Lancaster constitutional conference.

Mugabe is a practising Catholic. He
has been this throughout his life vvliether as a school boy, teacher, a

politician in detention, exile,

or

in

and government inherited a capitalist
economy intractably linked to the
world political economy dominated by

capitalkm. To that end, the socialist
project has had to be sensitive to both
mtemal

on

the

Mugabe’s tolerance for those

brilliant electoral viefirst Executive

gests an

appreciation of the fact

that human nature is fickle or
that both objective and subjective
conditions for socialism in Zimbabwe have not matured suffi-

Although he came into world
’p>ennanently’ in the mid
1970’s President Mugabe is not a
’Johnnie-come-lately’. He has

view

been with the nationalist

of the in-

in the party and Government
tidio have violated the socialist
code of conduct or "leadership
code" (and they are many) sug-

tory. And eight years later, he is
the country’s
President.

constraints.

many

balance.

who

Prime Minister of Zimbabwe fola

doubt,

hangs the socialist project

1978:

later Mugabe emerged the

lowing

a

temal constraints have been internal
to the party and government where
the appetite for accumulation

thinks he can win 21imbabwe
with a Marxist textbook." Two
years

external

and

And, without

dently, although they might be
for the rise of

a

nationd and

comprador bourgeoisie.

move-

mb'nt right from its early begin-

He was
Publicity
in the National
Party (NDP) before

r^rue socialists tend also to.be
X intellectuals. Mugabe is an
intellectual by any definition of

He became

degrees before and while in
detention. In 1985 (five years
after independence) he received
the MSc degree in Economics
from the University of London.
Although he has been conferred many
honorary
doctorates,
intellectual
circles in Zimbabwe suspect he is currently reading for a doctorate in
economics with the same University.
This bespeaks Mugabe’s personal discipline rare to many. As Executive
President, Mugabe now becomes
Chancellor of the University of Zimbabwe, the country’s highest institution of learning.

nings in the 1960’s.
Joshua

Secretary

Nkomo’s

Democratic
its ban m 1961.

Secretary General of the 21im-

the word.
Cde R.G. MUGABE, Pint Executive President,

babwe African National Union

(ZANU) under the leadership of
Ndabanin^ Sithole when ZANU
split fi’om ZAPU in 1963. And during
the decade 1964-1974, when leading
Zimbabwe nationalists languished in
detention and imprisonment under
the notorious Ian Smith regime,
Mugabe was one of them.

Republic of Zimbabwe

Rumour has it that he is also
philosophy and
is not ^ven to
drink, the scourge of many colleagues.
This and spiritual discipline claries
the mind and gives it a discipline often
rare in the profession of politics.
power.

fasdnated by oriental
social discipline. He

In 1975 Mugabe fled into exile m
Mozambique ^ere, following fractional internal conflicts, he emerged
leader of ZANU(PF) on the eve of

lyyrugabe is a socialist both
IVXphilosophically and in practice.

the 1976 Geneva Conference. And,
three years later, in 1980, Mugabe
returned home from exile to be Prime
Minister of the Republic of Zim¬

socialist
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He abhors

greed and detests vanity,

a moderately comfortable
life for himself and his colleagues. His

preferring

approach has been more
’pragmatic’ than ’dogmatic’. His party

He earned several

When Mugabe came to power as
Prime Minister in 1980 he announced
a

policy of national reconciliation
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racial, tribal-cum-party lines.
acceptable modicum of racial barmony was achieved almost immediately during the first years of his premiership.
But reconciliation across
tribal/party
lines
remained
problematic until the eve of the Executive Presidency when the veteran
across

charge of the ministries of local

An

government, rural and urban development, community and co-operative

nationalist leader Joshua Nkomo and

Mugabe himself signed a unity accord
’ending’ 24 years of bitter rivalry between their respective parties, ZAPU
and ZANU(PF) - a rivalry as much
between parties as between the
Ndebele and Shona ethnic groups in
Zimbabwe politics.
The unity accord is only a month old
and its success is only speculative. But
it comes after seven years of bitter
conflict in Matebcleland between a

largely ZANU(PF)

army

and ZAPU

dissidents. To those intimately connected to the Zimbabwe liberation

struggle, this conflict was predictable.
Both ZANU(PF) and ZAPU approached the day of independence
equipped with respective armies and
central committees with both

an

ap-

petite for and a capacity to rule the
country. Having lost the independence
elections in 1985, it was inevitably that
ZAPU would test Mugabe’s will and
capacity to rule. The past seven years
(of
conflict)
have
conclusively
demonstrated that Mugabe has this
will and capacity. Moreover, the elections of 1980 and 1985 also drove
home the fact that electoral victory
was not a viable
option for ZAPU, at
least for the foreseeable future - the

only future with meaning for most
politicians.
Mugabe’s approach to governance
has tended to accent

the

’eonflict

He is an administrator.
In his recently announced cabinet reshuffle, he has assigned the more able of his ministers
to various important tasks.
Three
management’ type.

senior ministries have been created.
tTthe

experienced former UN civil
J. servant. Dr Bernard Chidzero,

who has been in command of the

country’s finances and economic planning since independence, continues in
this post to which commerce and industry, agriculture and mines have
been added.

The veteran ZAPU

development, women’s affairs, as well
as
national
housing and water
development in rural areas. This substantial gain for ZAPU stimulates a
sense of belonging hitherto
missing in
Matebeleland.

The Political Affairs

Ministry under the leadership of the
’Old Bolshevik’ Maurice Nyagumbo,
has been tasked with the creation of
the one-party state. Within this minis-

try are the ruling party’s flamboyant
and outspoken
Edison Zvobgo,

Dr
personalities:
former minister of
justice, legal and parliamentary af-

fairs, and Dr Herbert Ushewokunze,
former minister of transport.
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’dccision-by-consensus’ style was often
’tex) democratic to the point of

seen as

weakness.’
While not much could
have stopped him from tearing apart
the Lancaster Constitution before its

expiry date, he waited for the agreed
seven years before
changing constitutionally its entrenched clau.scs.
Moreover, his own ascendancy to the
Presidency after the seven years was
remarkably constitutional and followed the
stipulated procedures.
Similarly, his rise to pre-eminence in
his own party after independence has
been by consensus and openly followed procedures stipulated by the
party.

A

Ithough ’common talk’ suggests
/\lhat Zvobgo and Ushewokunze
were, in fact, demoted, there may be
merit in suspecting that their experience and skills may be needed to
reorient the polity towards and working out the modalities for the oneparty state. As the ZANU(PF) Director
of Elections, Zvobgo masterminded its electoral victory in 1980,
and his ministry wrote and pushed
through parliament legislation terminating the twenty while scats, and
another establishing the Executive
The
Presidency.
multi-lingual
Ushewokunze was Director of Elections during the 1985 election cam-

paign that led to another brilliant
ZANU(PF) victory.
The elevation of’tough’ ZANU(PF)
Enos Nkala from Home Affairs to Minister of Defence may be in
of
his
recognition
apparently
’successful’ ’get tough’ policy towards
ZAPU. A similar policy may be en-

veteran

visaged in the eastern border with
Mozambique where RENAMO dissidents have begun harassing the local
population. Foreign affairs has been
given a booster in the appointment of
the more able and experienced former
information

minister. Dr Nathan
Shamuyarira. And the assumption of
the Ministry of State for Security by
the non-assuming and soft-spoken Dr

Sidney Sekeramayi should give that
organ of state a new dignity, a more
professional, and less commandist
orientation.

leader, Joshua Nkomo, the symbol of
the conflict in Matebeleland, sacked
in 1983, has been brought back in the
elevated status of senior Minister in

While his rivals during the struggle
often accused of ’autocratic’ and
’dictatorial’
tendencies, Mugabe’s

were

Thus far, Mugabe’s leadership style
has largely been democratic with judicious attention to legal procedures.

As Executive

President, Mugabe is
firmly at the helm of both his
party and the country.
Two tasks
now

remain.

One is

short-term, the other

long term. First is the establishment
of a one-party state in Zimbabwe
which is envisaged within the earlier
part of the next two years. The seeond"
and long term task is economic
development for which the one-party
state is seen as

the essential prercquisite. An irreversible motion has now

been set for the legal institutionalisalion of the one-parly state.

"Oy 1990 Zimbabwe shall have joined
JJthe one-party state queue in
Africa.
Whether the political and
economic consequences are also going
to be the same no-one knows, even the
leaders themselves.
But the hope
among both leaders and followers is
that the consequences for Zimbabwe
be different.

"But, how," asked a skeptic from
Kenya, "can Zimbabwe arrive at a different destination when she seems to
be travelling on the same road and
towards the same direction as us?
In the

past, Mugabe has surprised
prophets of doom, Will he
surprise them again in future as Executive President of a one-party state?
many

It is this burden, the burden of the
past, of living memories and experiences of corrupt, autocratic
regimes; of

wretched

populations and failed
developmental experiments, that must
weigh heavily on the shoulders of the
Executive President. Our only comfort is that Mugabe appears an exceptional man, even though the cir-
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surround him may not

themselves be

movement.

He

judged the dominant

exceptional.

thrust of the nationalist movement at
the time to be militant, became its un-

Finally, Mugabe’s political genius
lies in his ability to read situations and
social trends correctly, the advantage
of having a disciplined mind. This he

fearing spokesman, and triumphed.
At independence he faced many for-

demonstrated in the 1970’s when he
rose to the helm of ZANU(PF) and

ultimately the nationalist movement
amidst internal confusion and

com-

plcx international intrigues against the

midable

enemies, the worst of whom

(but

easy to cajole in defeat) were the
whites.
Thus the first task on the

reconciliation agenda was to befriend
whites.
The next was Nkomo, the
most serious contender for power in a

post-independence

Zimbabwe,

Political and Economic

AFRICA

•
•

News and features on the
Palestine

appeared to

fizzle out.

Mugabe has followed the path of
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(b)iand

Parliament and the First Five-Year
National Development Plan
N. C.G. MothcmCl ZimbabweanSchoUrandUnder-rSecretaiy.PubUc service commission, Zimbabwe

Tn 1988 the First Five-Year National

XDevelopment Plan will be in its
third year, its middle year, so to speak.
In 1988

therefore,

we

should have ful-

Tilled at least half the goals that we set
ourselves in the Plan. If not, we should
be able to say why and make the
necessary

adjustments.

clearly stated six major objectives.
are:-

(a) transformation and control of the
economy as well as economic expansion;
reform and efficient utilisation of land;
(c) raising the standcu-ds of living of
the entire population and, in particular, the peasant population;
(d) enlargement of employment opportunities
and
manpower
development;
(e) developmenl of science and technology; and,
(f) maintenance of a correct balance
between

towards

the

environment

and

development;

socialism

in

Zim-

For us to realise the Plan objectives,
it is necessary that all the patriotic,

moved away from their positions of
rabid racism and naked colonial

have

become

one

new

ZANU(PF) but still with MarxismLeninism as the official ideology and
the old ZANU(PF)’s revolutionary
democratic and anti-imperialist official positions, resolutions, documents
and statements are only hopes that the
patriotic and democratic forces in the
country will be further strengthened
and consolidated and that the FiveYear Plan will be fulfilled more effec-

lively.
/~Vne group

that is being watched by

V/the country to see how it is doing
in connection with the Plan, is that
made up of MPs and senators of the
Zimbabwe Parliament.
All our MPs and senators but one
MP and a few chief senators, are
either
ZANU(PF) members or

ZANU(PF)

lishment of socialism in Zimbabwe (by
the way, socialism as defined by
ZANU (PF) officially, that is, MarxistLeninist socialism, the socialism of the

working class in alliance, under Zim-

resolutions and documents.

sees

these

objectives

steps towards the eventual estab-

babwean

conditions,

vwth

the

peasantry).
The First Five-Year Plan is not a
socialist programme, it is not an agenda for the socialist revolution in Zimbabwe. It is a democratic, patriotic,

revolutionary and anti-imperialist
programme of Zimbabwe still under
neo-colonial domination and exploitation. If all the six major Plan objectives were to be realised then we
would have created some of the
economic prerequisites for transfor-
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members,

imperialist individuals, groups, classes, organisations and institutions play
their part. Now that ZANU(PF) and

sponsored. From a
point of view, all
Z.ANU(PF) MPs and senators should
be unreservedly on the side of the
Plan, and they should be guided by the
Party’s Second Congress resolutions
and documents as well as by the
former PF-21APU 1984 Congress

The Plan also

them who used to be RF

MPs, cabinet ministers and senators

theoretical and ideal
as

stituency elections? What are their
positions on the Plan?
How much and why have those of

democratic, revolutionary and anti-

PF-ZAPU

The review or evaluation of the Plan
should not be difficult because it has

These

mation
babwe.

In other words, how has each
ZANU (PF) MP and senator worked
for the Plan at his or her constituency
or in Parliament? Does each one of
them agree, with the Plan in its en-

tirety? If each does, why? If they do
not, why? How often does each one of
them report back about the Plan to
those who elected them?

Now, how about non-ZANU (PF)
MP’s

and

senators

sponsored

ZANU(PF) in the recent

by

non-con-

capitalism to positions of supporting a
party that has Marxism-Leninism as
its official ideology? Were it not for
the policy of reconciliation, these
people would not be where they are
today.

■¥T|^ilst those they colonised,

op-

W pressed and exploited (and still
oppress and exploit in their companics) have accommodated them
against usual post-revolution norms all
over the world, these people have
given very little, if anything, in return they still need to give more than they
are receiving. One way for them to
give, is to be unreservedly on the side
of the Plan. But can they be, or will
they work to weaken the Plan whilst
pretending they are on its side?
From each of our MPs and senators,
it would be interesting to hear what
their positions are on the following extracts from the Plan. From under
"Transformation and Control of the

Economy and Economic Expansion":(i) establishment of the "state of new
enterprises in strategic industries;
(ii) state participation in existing
strategic enterprises with the role
of the state gradually increasing
until majority or full ownership is
attained by the state;
(iii) joint ventures between the state
and private
capital on terms
which allow for eventual

owner-

ship and control by the state;
(iv) establishment of cooperative ventures in industry, commerce, trade
and agriculture as well as participation of local authorities in
the economy,

(v) workers’ education in
ment, technical skills and

manage-

ideology
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in order to increase the efficiency
of workers and their ability to par-

ticipatc in the running of
enterprises as well as increase
their ideological consciousness;
and;
(vi) encouragement and acceptance of

private local investment and
foreign investment on terms conducivc to, or consistent with
socialist-transformation.

Or, on land ownership in Zimbabwe, what do our MP’s and
senators say

about the following;-

Land ownership
characterised by

in Zimbabwe is

four types of

ownership relations, and these are
private, communal, state and
cooperative. Private and communal relations

are

the dominant

Private

ownership accounts
for 44% of total land area. This
land is in natural regions I, II and
III, which are suitable for all
agricultural activities. About 42,0%
of the total land area is under communal ownership relations and ocones.

cupies natural regions IV and V,
which are only suitable for grazing.
These lands carry about 56% of
Zimbabwe’s population. Natural
regions TV and V are over-crowded
and suffer from degradation as a
result of over exploitation of the
land and land
In other

mismanagement.

words, the best land in the

country is still owned by the same

capitalist farmers (foreign and local)
who used to be the backbone of the
Rhodesian Front.

now we have not heard what
some of our MP’s and senators say
about these objectives and related issues. How do our capitalist or pro-

Up to

capitalist MPs and senators advocate
for state participation, workers’ participation in management, workers’
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becoming conscious that they

are a

fight against the multinational companics. (If we have MP’s and senators

class with interests of its own which
will never be the same as those of their

who

employers, and socialist transforma-

panics, and

tion?

/^f course the

V^tion depends

answer to this queson how these issues

are defined. For instance, "socialism"
alone is currently given all sorts of
definitions depending on one’s class
and on how conscious one is. Some of

capitalists and some of our
capitalist intellectuals define socialism
in such a way that at the end of the
day we have capitalism but with a lot
of "socialist" slogans. That is, at best
what these people are interested in is
right-wing social democracy (the better if it is something called "African
our

socialism"

or

"Zimbabwean

socialism"!!) as accepted and advocated by the right-wing leaders of the
British Labour Party and the Social
Democratic Party of West Germany.
As we know, this social democracy has
done nothing but strengthen monopoly capitalism at the exjjense of the
working class in those two countries.
In
Zimbabwe social democracy
would be seen if the state were to take
over or have majority shareholding in
a few strategic, (but too costly to be
owned and run by the capitalists), industries and services, leaving the
economic base entirely in capitalist
hands. If this were to happen today,
Zimbabwe would be a neo-colony with
"welfare state" trimmings.
The main problem facing Zimbabwe
now

(that is, the main contradiction in

the country today) is that between
Zimbabwe and the multinational com-

panics which dominate the economy
this regard therefore, it is the duty of every patriotic

of the country. In
Zimbabwean

(capitalist,
worker,
communist or
be actively involved in the

peasant, intellectual,

chief) to

are

also directors of these

com-

certainly do, it would
be proper for these people to be
directors with a view of preparing
themselves so that they become
managers when we take over these
companies, but, on the other hand,
they can, as is happening in other
countries, actually be defenders of the
multinational against attacks from the
people of Zimbabwe).
we

Tnder

today’s conditions in the
patriotism should
be measured mainly by one’s participation in the fight for Zimbabwe’s
economic independence and defending our political gains (including the
merger of ZANU (PF) and PFT

country, one’s

ZAPU) up to now.
Therefore, the main theme for the
next

general election in Zimbabwe

should be the elimination of neocolonialism in Zimbabwe. Anybody
whose record does not show that they
are

working against neo-colonialism in

Zimbabwe, must not be elected to
Parliament. In other words, our MP’s
need to start campaigning now, or
they should have done so soon after
the 1985 general election, or soon

after the recent election in Parliament
for the next general election. Those
MP’s and senators who are not on the
side of anti-neo-colonialism (who are
not on the side of the First Five-Year
National

Development Plan) there-

fore, must not be re-elected. The
ZANU (PF) machinery and bodies,
our trade unions, our cooperatives,
our

revolutionaries,

our

peasant or-

ganisations and other mass and
patriotic organisations and individuals, must make sure that no promultinational companies people are
elected to Parliament during our next
general election.
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LIBERATION MOVEMENTS

il Namibia ’87:

(1)This

Pricked Balloon Collapses

I

v\

I

Into Sink Hole

2^1 \
\

I
rwihe year - 1987 - designated by the
X Central Committee of SWAPO as
the year of (National) Rededication to
Liberation came and has passed.

who is to control
resources

the

majority or minority racists: apartheid
colonialism or "popular democracy goes on, but progressively balancing in
favour of the just demands of the
people. History has always judged in
favour of the oppressed and exploited
the landless emd the owner of two
thin cattle. The rich colonialist op-

and exploiters however
strongly equipped or armed they may
be, are the losers. This may be a slow
process, but it is certain. This is inevitable even for illegally occupied
pressors

Namibia. This is as sure as the
rises from the east to the west.

sun

With their tails between their legs
racist South Africa and the reaction-

forces of inter,.<tiional finance
capital are fighting viciously to continue their capitalist exploitation of
Namibia. They dare not let Namibia
go peacefully as, with its abundant
ary

human

Namibia

and
aets

natural
host

as

resources,
to
these

parasites. For this, they have entered
into an unholy alliance and have
forged chains of conspiratorial activity
against
the
people’s
interests.
Monopoly capit<dism and apartheid
are the twin locomotive engines for
this ruthless exploitation, oppression
and
plunder. Any popular and
genuine demand for transformation in
favour of the well-being and equal
development of all the people (irrespective of race, colour of the skin
or place of origin) is hysterically and
harshly resisted and blackmailed as
"Marxism Communism", "terrorism"
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Nujoma

and what-have-you. So therefore P.W.
Botha’s so-called total strategy has
been unleashed on Namibia, in the en-

predate it or not. The only correct
thing to do is to heed the people’s
clarion call, through their sole,

tire Southern African

authentic Liberation Movement and

region and even
south of the equator opposed to apartheid and its colonial occupation of Namibia.
on

The struggle for
Namibia and its

Cde Sam

any state

Botha’s Total

Strategy

other

democratic-minded forces in
namely, to

Namibia and South Africa,

join hands in extinguishing the spreading fue before it is too late; and this is
only possible when the majority’s
rightful demands are fully met and

honoured. Stubbornness is not a virstrateg/?
Nazi-inspired and tue, for it does not help to create a
style of fascist tactics bright future for the children and the
involving a total military onslaught next generations.
or total offensive against the NLM
and its supportive FLS allies for a
Fooling People While Collapsing
"quick-fix solution";
(2) economic pressure and blackmail nphe apartheid regime is masqueradX ing the real state of thmgs in
e.g. attempting to coerce the FLS
into becoming protective buffers of Namibia and South Africa by feechng
apartheid or economically depend- the people with deceit and lies. It is
ent "cordon sanitaires" against the
fooling and deceiving the people
hotting up struggle in Namibia and throu^ its controlled news media.
But according to emerging public
South Ai^rica and for sanctions
opinion and feelings withm the white
busting;
(3) vicious political slander and population, only 12-10% (mostly
propaganda hand-in-hand with Boer/Afrikaaners) is still hard-headed
petty "reforms" and the co-option against change, whereas 31% are for
and petty-bourgeoising of corrupchange. This is according to the
Markmor 1986 opinion p>oll. Other
tible (puppet) elements, as well as
facts are that, due to the escalating
deceits, deceptive manoeuvres etc.
What is this "total

is

a
Zionist-Israel

war

Botha’s
high-gear
and
Machiavellian deployment of the
"total strategy" and other colonial
Yet

masterpieces have not helped to
equal, let alone succeed in destroying
the Namibian people’s will and determination the unconquerable weapwn
to fight and to win freedom. This
they vwll never achieve. All they are
capable of achieving is havoc, untold
suffering and thus total hatred by the
masses of the people and their supporters. After all, fire bums even
those who fuel it. This is a fact,
-

-

whether

the

racist colonialists ap-

of liberation and economic uhcer-

tainty 40% of the whites, mostly from
the business and commercial sector,
have left or are leaving with more than

160,000 intending leaving within the
next

five years; 25

youngsters resisted
tion and

more

- 30% of white
military conscrip-

than 400 committed

suicide

(a 500% increase over 198586). There is an increasing rate of dissension, mutiny and indiscipline in its
army rank and file against its war of
aggression in Namibia and Angola,
and still more questions; why b the
regime pushing up its military budget
by 30% (Noveml^r 1987), eonstruct-
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ing expensive military bases such
the newly constructed Louis
Air Base (less than 100 kms

as

Trichardt
from FLS

frontiers), employing the largest

num-

ber of mercenaries in the world, while
the value of the Rand fell from more
than $1 to $0,35; gold from $600 to
less than $300 an ounce, a 40% drop
in the gold industry, severe economic
recession and high inflation etc.? All
these are indications of the fact that

apartheid colonialism in Namibia and
South Africa ekacts a heavy price and
has no future whatsoever. It is like a

pricked balloon and, pricked, it is irreversibly collapsing.

pression. Against this, the overwhelming majority of our people continue to
stand and march together - workers,
the working and exploited peasantry,
progressive
intellectuals,
professionals,
business,
traders
and
craftsmen, youth, women and students, Christians and non-Christians,
in short black, white and brown - all
except a handful of conservative
nationalist chauvinists and their hand-

picked (corruptible) black Bothas.
The Namibian f)eople continue and
will continue to demand immediate
and unconditional implementation of
UN SC Resolution 435 (1978) as the

only viable peaceful alternative to conUnity of Necessity
A

s

the anti-colonial actions in the

/\year

(1987) of Rcdedication to
themselves (see

Liberation speak for
feature
articles),

tinned war, bloodshed and suffering of
which they are fed-up, although determined to fight to the finish. Suffice it
say that Namibia has this year
(1987) been rocked by unprecedented

to

of industrial action strikes, sitins, school boycotts, demonstrations,
political defiance, sabotage and other

the Namibian
people, under their sole vanguard
SWAPO, continue to forge and

waves

mobilise themselves into

anti-colonial confrontational activities.
Some mining and processing in-

a

steadfast

unity of necessity, as allies against a
enemy viz. colonial/foreign
domination and apartheid/racist op¬
common

-

dustries, factories and schools collapsed or are, as a result, operating

dismally. There will be
in the unfolding year.

more

of these

People’s Advance

r^he
people of Namibia will continue
J.
to

translate SWAPO’s clarion call:

Action in
to Power.

hell

on

Unity and Forward, Advance
They will make Namibia a

earth for the racist oppressors.

They shall multiply political, military,
diplomatic, industrial and other anticolonial actions to effectively cripple
South

Africa’s

colonial

and

racist

machinery in Namibia. They will seige
and turn each stone where the racist

is hiding. Through our
protracted resolve and offensive we
have pricked a hole in the giant balloon. It is in our power to widen this
hole, so that the leaking balloon bursts
and collapses much quicker and once
enemy

and for all.

United we resolve: Aluta Continua.
Life till death, we shall fight for our
Freedom and Liberty which are man’s
choicest gem and fairest flower.

Mozambique revisited - Wonderful
and Grievous
TT1ri/'h
Uiricn 1AAnh-rtcrh
lUKOSCn

is

imaginary vision: the green
Xvalley left and right of the Umbeluzi.
Carpets of fruits and
vegetables in the most welcoming
African colour: green. The helicopter
which brings me to the dam of Pequenos Libombos, some 35 kilometres
from Maputo circles over the great arTt

no

tificial reservoir which wasn’t there

during
No

my

last visit

doubt, the

new

some years ago.

dam is in operation

protecting the nearby capital against
danger of floodings, halting the
acute shortage of water resources that
led to periodic water rationing in
Maputo. Robert White, the young engineer and Governor Jose Moiane,
the

who is a veteran of the liberation war
and whom I first met in 1973 in Tete,

explains the dates of the undertaking:
flexed area 38 km^, length of the
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earth dam 1468.5m, maximum height
of the dam 46 m above the foundations. The work started in 1983 - now
it seems to be finished. The governor
and the engineer point to the new

projects in the

there are several
construction
Libombos is
no longer a vision, but one of the
realities of Mocambique in 1987, and
an
important step forward in the
multi-frontiers war which is taking
place in Mocambique in 1987. All this
area,

dam projects now under
in this region. Pequenos

has been done while the armed bandits increase their dirty war, and my
visit to the dam is well protected by a
unit of the army, including an armoured car. There is no water in this

country.
But what would Mocambique look
like if there were no bandits? Looking

it in this way the reality of Pequenos
Libombas is indeed a vision of the
endless prospects possible in this
at

drought-stricken country. In the cosy
canteen of Pequenos Libombos the
keeper has a record in his stock which
is one of the most popular nowadays
in Mocambique, "como e bon poder
aqui voltar Mocambique, minha Terra
...", it is wonderful being back in
Mocambique,
my
country.
It’s
wonderful for me too, but also
grievous. Days later I learned of the
cruel and

mean

attack

near

this oasis

against a bus convoy, and during my
stay here I listened to the tape of
Richard Attenborough being appointed as the UNICEFs GoodwillAmbassador: The impact of war and
apartheid in this region is often
greater than that of the drought
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anywhere else in Africa", and about
the children on the frontline, "every
four minutes a child is dying in

Mocambique and Angola; the death
of 45% of children under the age of
five is directly attributable to South
Africa’s policy of apartheid, economic
disruption and destabilsation".

r^he AMASP and the Mocambique-

X GDR-Friendship-Committee in¬
vite me to the province of Tete. Of
course
never

1 felt various emotions: I had
been in Tete after liberation,

and

during the liberation war it was
impossible to go to the provincial
capital. At that time I was somewhere
in the bush, following a unit of the
liberation army, discovering the unbelievable state of underdevelopment
which colonialism, in alliance with
South Africa and Rhodesia, had
created in the country. Governor
Muthemba pointe to the developments since 1974/75 and outlined the

changes which have taken place already and, of course, the effects of the
armed banditry backed by South
Africa. In 1973 I met Evenia, a young

times destroyed by the armed bandits.
Three trains wait at the Moatize sta-

tion, but they don’t move. They give
shelter to several thousand refugees
who live in 106 wagons; 5,000 are

living here and in the tiny town of
Moatize there is an estimated amount
of 10,000 refugees. They have nothing
else except their lives. Those living in
the trains are lucky, the others spend
their days under old trucks or bowsers.

They tell their stories which all

sound
came

alike: the killer commands
and struck, burned, killed, shot,

raped, tortured. The local authorities
do everything they can to help, but
many things are needed here, from
blankets to medicine. I remember the
year old Joaquim who told
Oxfam in Maputo about the state cannibalism of South Africa. They came
and hacked his mother to death in
front of him, then they cut out her
heart and ate it.
seven

/^ne of the gangleaders captured in
VX these days confessed why they use
children in their war against the
people of Mocambique: "because

liberation

Frelimo doesn’t shoot children!" Once

training a group of young boys
from the villages around an unusual
picture at that time. She had asked her
parents for permission to join Frelimo
and then made her way in the forces.
While we marched through the mountains I asked her what she was going
to do after gaining independence. She

Samora Machel has coined the word
Continuadores for the young people,

female

instructor

of the

army

didn’t need much time to answer and
told me softly, after independence,

probably, she would remain in
the army since independence must be
upheld. I tried to find the girl about
whom I wrote in my book The Girl
From The Zambesi" in 1974/75, but
most

couldn’t trace her. Cde Muthemba
told me that she is still in the armed

forces, serving in Nampula with the
major.

meaning "those who continue

our
work". Now the South African toots in

Mocambique try to reverse all values,
misuse children against their war
(which is directed also against the
children of this country as Richard
Attenborough has pointed out) and
there

seems

to

be

an

increase

in

atrocitjes and incidents, as at
Homoine, Manjacase and Vila de Palmaira. This coincides with growing
resistance in South Africa against the

regime of apartheid. The campaign of
atrocities seems to be directed against
the
programme
of
economic
rehabilitation being implemented by

rank of

the Chissano government

Things have changed tremendously
my first acquaintance with
Mocambique in 1973 here in Tete.
The governor’s palace in Tete belongs
to Mocambique. Cabora Bassa, a target in 1973, is now a treasure. But the
area of my first visit is not accessible

So that is one aspect of Moatize.
The other is coal. In September 87
CARBOMOC opened another pit.

since

armed bandits make it
secure. We
drove to Moatize,
famous Mocambican town of
as

the

un-

the
the

famous Mocambican coal, some miles
behind Tete, a dry valley. The mines
are

working.

Moatize

to

The

Beira

is

railway

from

dead, several
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Another frontline: coal is needed

ur-

gently here in Mocambique, being exported from here to Zimbabwe and
Malawi, not by rail, but by heavy
trucks guarded by the army. There are
about two dozen
man Democratic

men

from the Ger-

Republic who work
together with the coal-miners from
Moatize. For them it seems to be an
endless day. At the bottom of the piti t
is 40 degrees. The valley of Moatize

boils like the centre of hell, dry and
hot, no water since last December.
The
men
from
the
German
Democratic Republic share everything
with their Mocambican colleagues and

they work as hard as their black colleagues. As I left them they asked me
what else they could do for solidarity.
Back in Maputo the "Mueggelsee" is
harbouring in the capital. Freight:
shipment of solidarity, part of the immediate response of the German
Democratic Republic to the UN appeal. After Moatize, after the meetings with the misery of hundreds of
thousands of people, after the news of
Homoine and Manjacasa and Vila de
Palmeira, it was a great satisfaction
for me as a member of the GDR, to
hand over immediate supplies to the
Frelimo authorities: a contingent of

medicine, food, clothing and blankets
in the value of approximately 2,5 million Marks. Here we are united in a

great humanitarian axis with the whole
of mankind, against the permanent
crime
Africa.

being committed by South

lyrobody in Mocambique whom I

supports the banditry in the
country. There is enough evidence
that without the permanent back-up
met

by Pretoria, the armed bandits would
dry out. They wage a war against the
people, reminding me of what I have
seen in Vietnam and Laos during the
years of the war.
Therefore the regime in South
Africa be2U’s great responsibility for
the ongoing slaughter in Mocambique.
The question of sanctions against this
crime laden regime arise with urgency.
Here

is

the

troublemaker

in

the

region, endangering peace and
stability in Africa and beyond Africa.
Comrade Jorge Rebelo, member of
the political bureau of the CC of
Frelimo underlined the various steps
of the Frontline States in uniting their
efforts against the joint enemy, efforts
which can be witnessed in Tete too, in
the joint protection of the Beira corridor by Mocambique and Zimbabwe:
an

example of two comrade-in-arms

who fought against colonialism and
who fight now against the new threat.
But this will be another chapter of
my remarks
Harare and

being written in Maputo,
Berlin, with hearty greet-

ings to the readers of SAPEM from
Berlin.
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NEWS FROM THE AFRICAN ACADEMIC AND PROFESSIONAL COMMUNI

The African

Foundation of the African

The African

(AAS) is the brainchild of 22
prominent scientists who met in
Trieste, Italy on 6 July 1985 at the inauguration of The Third World
Academy of Sciences (TWAS). A
taskforce under the chairmanship of
Prof.

Thomas

R.

Odhiambo

com-

pleted and presented the constitution
of the African Academy of Sciences
(AAS) within six months. On 10
December 1985 this constitution was
ratified at a meeting held at the
TWAS headquarters at the International Centre for Theoretical Physics

(ICTP) in Trieste, Italy.
Thirty-three African scholars who
in the July and Decernin Trieste became
Founding Fellows. Prof. Thomas R.

had taken part
ber meetings

Odhiambo was elected the first President/Chairman of the Academy while
Prof. Attia A. Ashour, Dr. Akoly

Djodji Nyatepe-Coo, Prof. Raoelina
Andriamlralolona

and

Dr.

(dc)to

(AAS)
Prof. T.R. Odhiambo

Kasarani,

Academy of Sciences

Chris-

topher HD Magadza became VicePresidents for Northern, Western,
Eastern and Southern Africa, respectively. Prof. Samson Gombe was
elected
Scientific
Secretary and
Treasurer. Three regional representatives were also elected, namely.
Prof.
Mahdi
Elmandjra,
Prof.
Ebenezer Laing and Prof. Mohamed
H.A. Hassan for Northern, Western
and Eastern Africa. Nairobi, Kenya
was chosen as the legal domicile of the
Academy.

on

Physiology and Ecology (ICIPE) at
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some

17

km.

outside

1 and 2 June 1986.

The

principal objectives of the
Academy are:(a) to promote and foster the growth
of scientific community in Africa,
and to stimulate and nurture the

spirit of scientific discovery and
technological iimovation in order
to serve socio-economic development and regional integration and
to serve the cause of global peace
and security,
(b) to stimulate, design and coordinate
regional interdisciplinary and
transdisciplinary scientific reand
search,
development
demonstration projects or activities of major regional interest
or

concern;

plan,

convene

and coordinate

science education programmes of
crucial importance to Africa as a

whole;

help in developing and nurturing high-level scientific and technological manpower in Africa by
identifying young talented scientists and technologists through
recognition of their merit and by
promoting the growth of their
creativity,
(e) to facilitate, coordinate and undertake the publication of scientific
progress in various media; to foster
the

dissemination

of

scientific

knowledge throughout the

con-

tinent; and to facilitate mutual
between

scientists

in

Africa; and
(f) to undertake such other activities
as the Academy shall from time to
time decide.

Membership Of The Academy
The membership of the Academy
consists of the following categories:

Objectives Of The Academy

contacts

The inauguration of the Academy
took place at its headquarters at the
Duduville International Guest Centre
of the International Centre of Insect

Academy of

Sciences

Nairobi

Academy of Sciences

m

Founding Fellows,
Foreign Fellows:

Fellows

and

(a) Founding fellows are those African
senior scientists and managers who
in 1985 were Fellows of the Third
World Academy of Sciences and
those
scientists
and
science
managers who participated at the 6
July and 9-10 December 1985
meetings in Trieste. There are 33
Founding Fellows as listed below.Allotey, F.KA. (Ghana); Aminu,
J. (Nigeria); Andriambololona, R.
(Madagascar);
Ashour,
AA..
(Egypt); Ayensu, E.S. (Ghana);
Bashir, A.K. (Sudan); Bekoe, DÄ.
(Ghana); Butler, R.GJ. (Ghana);
Chiri, I.C. (Zimbabwe); DingaReassi, J. (Congo); Doulou, V.
(Congo); Ekong, D.E.U. (Nigeria);
ElMandjra, M. (Morocco); EvansAnfom, E. (Ghana); Gombe, S.
(Kenya); Hassan, M.H A. (Sudan);
Hogbe-Mend, H. (Cameroun
/France); Laing, E. (Ghana);
Lambo, TA. (Nigeria); Magadza,
C.H.D.
(Zimbabwe); Mageed,
YA. (Sudan); Malu wa Kalenga
(Zaire); Mawenya, A.S. (Tanzania);
Nya-Ngatchou,
J.
(Cameroun); Nyatepe-Coo, A.G.
(Togo); Odhiambo, T.R. (Kenya);
Ollenu, T.K.
(Ghana); Ratsimamanga, A. (Madagascar);
Shayo, L.K. (Tanzania); Toure, M.
(Senegal); Toure, S.M. (Senegal);
Wang’ati,
FJ.
(Kenya);
Youdeowei, A. (Nigeria).
(b) Fellows are elected from among

active African scientists who have
attained the highest international
standards in their work. In 1986,11
Fellows were elected at the
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Governing Council meeting

on

3

Hassanli, A. (Tanzania); Kuku,
(Nigeria); Lemma, A.
(Ethiopia);
Makhubu,
L.
(Swaziland); Nkomo, J.S. (Tanzania); Okidi, C.O. (Kenya); WilHams, A.O. (Nigeria).

June 1986 following the inauguration of the Academy: Anyang

A.O.

Nyong’o, P. (Kenya); Berbick, A.
(Morocco); Chetsanga, CJ. (Zimbabwe); Eltayeb, I.A.R. (Sudan);

(c) Foreign Fellows are elected from
among active and outstanding nonAfrican scientists who have made

a

significant contribution to the
development of science and its application in Africa.

Highlights from the 9th
Roundtable Conference and 25th

Anniversary Celebrations of the
African Association for Public Administration and Management
rw^he Association of African Public
A Administration and Management

•

(AAPAM) held its ninth Roundtable
Conference and 25th Anniversary in
Gaborone, Botswana from 30 Novem-

•Economic Crisis, Organisation and
Structure of Government for Effective
Governance:
Comparative
Reviews of Experiences and New

Perspectives.

ber to 5 December 1987. The theme of
the Roundtable was "Economic Crisis,

•Impact of the Economic Crisis

Structural Adjustment
ment in Africa."

sonnel.
•The Adaption of Government to
Economic Change: Case Studies.

A total of 95

25 African

and Manage-

participants from

the crisis and in reviewing
remain cognisant of the
that made it involveded

countries, international

tended
the
roundtaWe.
The
Roundtable was officially opened by
His Excellency, Mr Peter S. Mmusi,

Acting President, Vice President and
Minister of Finance and Development
Planning of Botswana.
The Roundtable was organised
around eight plenary sessions as follows:•The African Economic Crisis: Its

Origins, Character and Impact
Society.

Following presentation of

4.

on

•The Role of the State and Government in African Society.

•Adjustment Programmes in Africa:
The Recent Experiences in Comparative Perspective.
•Economic Crisis, Financial and
Budgetary Constraints and Effectiveness of Governance: Comparative Review of Experiences and New
Perspectives.

space we are

5.

hereby reproducing only

summary of some of the major
recommendations resulting from the
Conference. These recommendations
are to be communicated to African
a

governments and our

hope is that they
will be given due attention.
1.

The State in Africa should evolve
and institutionalise appropriate
machineries for identification and

analysis of the problems that impede socio-economic develop-

its

African governments

should take
steps to strenghten their policy

analysis and policy implementation
capacity. In this regard the estabUshment of an independent policy
analysis office at the highest level
of government, staffed by full time
salaried
employees is highly

papers

under each of the above

sub-themes,
very rich discussions ensued. The issues
raised during the discussions
were followed
up in syndicate groups,
where very fruitful discussions did also
take place and concrete recommendations emerged. Due to problems of

in

responsibility for formulating and
executing their own policies. NonAfrican agencies should only play
a
complementary role.

on

Effectiveness of Public Service Per-

or-

factors

present activities.
3. African governments must take

over

ganisations and donor agencies at-

its role

desirable.
African countries should harness
to the fullest potential all the
human resources available through

having correct personnel policies,
adequate working tools and environment.
6.

In

undertaking all the

above,

African countries should utilise

as

much as possible existing regional
and
sub-regional organisations
such as AAPAM. Where such or-

ganisations or/and networks do not
exist, efforts should be made to
create some.

ment.

2. The State in Africa and all relevant
institutions should clearly recognise the longer term character of
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CONFERENCES

CHIT.DREN ON THE FRONTLINE;

Artists, Writers and Intellectual Workers
for Child Survival and Development in the
Frontline States and Southern Africa
Dates and Venue: March 1

•

5, 1988 Harare - Zimbabwe

Objectives: To mobilise the support

Format:

of African and International Artists,
Writers and Intellectual Workers for
Child Survival and Development not

papers to

only in the Frontline States, but also in
other Southern African States; to
focus international attention on the

plight of children in the Frontline
States and Southern Africa.

ParUdpants: 120 top writers, performers, film makers and painters as
well as Heads of States. Top African
and International

performers

are

also

invited, including Harry Belafonte and
Manu Dibango.

3-day debates based

be presented by key parday visit to ^mbabwe’s
areas, one day musical rally at

ticipants,

one

rural
Rufaro Stadium. Other events include

Survival

Fairbridge Avenue, (off Mazoe
Street), Belgravia, Harare, Telephone

tists,
and
tual

Development through local fund-raising. This eommittee has undertaken to
all local costs which will include

per

diems for partidpants, hotel,

travel, stadium, conference stationery,
printing and advertising costs. It is es-

timated this will be to the tune of

Z$150,000 (one hundred and fifty
thousand dollars). The United Nations Childrens’ Fund (UNICEF), Executive Director, Mr James P. Grant,

approved funding to cover the
cost of air travel and other foreign
currency-related eiqienses for external
participants.

has

38

top

African

and

meet

Dr. N. Nhitwatiwa is the Administra-

Co-ordination: The Zimbabwe National Steering Committee will work in
close consultation vrith the PanAfrican Committee
com-

Sponsorship: The symposium wiU
sfionsored by the Zimbabwe ComChild

the Zimbabwe Committee and the
Minister of State (Political Affairs),
tive Secretary.

be

for

National
ExecuUve:
Mrs
Sally
Mugabe is the overall Chairperson of

workshops in other Eastern and
Southern African States, culminating
with the Harare Symposium; Pan
African film week; book exhibit and
childrens’ art workshop.

prising
nuttee

on

ar-

Sally Mugabe

the Co-ordinator with^ small
secretariat located at UNICEF, No. 6

be

703941/2.
General Information: The Harare

Symposium is part of the follow-up to
the Dakar symposium of Artists and

writers

Intellectuals for Child Survival and

intellec-

Development, held on 20 - 23 March,
1987, in the Senegalese capital. It is
part of UNICEFs efforts to mobilise
members of academic, artistic and in-

workers,

including
Cde

Secretariat: During the pre-symposium phase, Ms Simomo Mubi will

a
member from
Zimbabwe.
The UNICEF
Harare office

will assist with

logistics through the
provision of office space and related
facilities to the Secretariat. Overall coordination of the symposium on behalf
of the Planning Committee and
UNICEF is to be ensured by the Sodal Mobilisation Unit headed by

Djibril DiaUo at UNICEF Headquarters in New York.

tellectual communities, both as individuals and members of their institu-

tions, communities and networks of
influence, so as to eliminate mass illhealth from readily preventable causes
in Africa. The symposium might well
be seen as an urgent request for par-

ticipants to join UNICEF and others
in partnership and leadership for the
Child Surviv2il and Development
Revolution.
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BOOKS

LONRHO

Review
My Life With Tiny
A

Biography of Tiny Rowland
By Richard Hall

Faber & Faber, London and Boston,

1987, pp. 257, £9.95

-

The

Unacceptable Face of
Capitalism?

Lonrho started as a small company,
with business interests in former
Southern Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe)
and South Africa. As its full name,
London and Rhodesia Mining and
Land Company, suggests, it used to be

Rowland joined the Hitler Youth, but
then came to settle in England. He
was interned on the Isle of Man, and
after the war decided to go into business. At the age of 30 he decided to

’just a ranching company with a
couple of tin-pot mines’. By the late
fifties and early sixties the company
was facing problems. It was then that
Angus O^vy, consort to Princess

hailed

Alexandra,

By Haroub Othman

cousin

of the

British

Queen, brought in Tiny Rowland, a
decision that he was later to regret.

Director, I.D.S., Dar es Salaam

the then Rhodesia, at the time
as a post-war Eldorado, and
bought himself a farm at Gatooma.
His white friends then thought him to
go to

be

a ’Cecil Rhodes without lision’.
But Angus Ogilvy thought that he was
the right man to take over Lonrho and
shake some life into it. This Rowland
did wth undoubted success. But in

the

r^here
J.

was an

anecdote going the

rounds in East Africa in the

70s that

early

Kenyan M.P., the late J.M.
Kariuki, stood up in Parliament to
condemn and denounce Lonrho, only
to be told by a colleague that a company of which he (Kariuki) was a
board member was Lonrho-owned;
a

when Tanzania’s former President
Julius Nyerere took over Lonrho’s as-

again in the 1970s, because of
Tiny Rowland’s interference in the
Zimbabwean liberation struggle, many
people asked themselves how Ixmrho
had escaped the massive nationalisasets,

tion

measures

of 1967 in the first

The first

thing that Rowland did was
to diversify: he went on a buying
spree. He bought whatever was available; and he turned to the North: first
to Northern Rhodesia (now Zambia),
then Nyasaland (now Malawi), on to
Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, Mozambique and fmally into West and North
Africa. His first question on landing
at a capital was: '’\^at can I buy? Do
you know anything for selling?" The
Lonrho con^omerate now includes
garage chains, farms, tanneries, gold
mines

ward

Heath, to refer to Lonrho as an
’unpleasant and unacceptable face of
capitalism’.

other interests. These have

'nowland not only concerned himJ\self with exploiting Africa’s
resources and making huge profits,
but also worked very hard to shape
Africa’s policies, llie first African
leader to fall under his spell was President Kenneth Kaunda of Zambia.
The two were introduced in late 1962,

and

others,

newspapers,

transport fleets, oil pipelines,
numerous

course of expanding the company,
satisfying the shareholders and enhancing his personal position, he left
many bloody toes and caused the
former British Prime Minister, Ed-

and

place; when former Sudanese Presi-

now

spread to Mexico, the West In-

just before Zambia’s independence,

dent Jaffer Nimeiri

dies and Britain itself, where Lonrho
owns the Sunday newspaper. The Observer, among other thin^.
In 1984

Rowland at the time made a substantial contribution to Kaimda’s party,
and to this day Kaunda has remained
vital to Lonrho’s prosperity in Africa.
President Moi of Kenya is another.
When Lonrho wanted to buy a hotel
chain in the Bahamas, it was Moi who
introduced Tiny Rowland to the
Prime Minister of that island state.
There is a story of Rowland visiting a

was

restored to

power after an unsuccessful left-wing
coup in 1971, it was Colonel Muamer
Gadaffi and President Anwer Sadati

who claimed credit. Few knew of the
role played by the Lonrho chief execu-

tive, and the offer of his personal jet to
Nimeiri to ferry his supporters in time
to challenge the coup; when Robert
Mugabe placed stiff conditions on the
Soviet Union and the GDR for the

es-

tablishment of diplomatic relations
with Zimbabwe because the two
socialist states had sup|x>rted Joshua
Nkomo and ZAPU during the libera-

tion struggle, one wondered why
Rowland’s support to Nkomo

Tiny
and
many other non-ZANU Zimbabwean
leaders had been conveniently forgotten. All these incidents testify to the
omnipresence of Lonrho’s insidious
tentacles

on

the African continent.
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Kenya alone

gave Lonrho 25% of its
profits. And Tiny Rowland
has emerged to be the highest paid ex-

overseas

ecutive and

a

millionaire several times

over.

T^ow, the story of Lonrho’s rise cannot be told separately from the
life history of its chief executive. Tiny
Rowland has been leading Lonrho for
more than twenty-five years now, albeit his road to fame has been

a

little

bumpy.
Rowland

was

bom in

a

Nigerian counterpart
qualities of Lonrho.

on

the good

detention

in India in 1917 of German
parents. His father used to run an import-export firm there until the First
World War started. When the family
camp

returned to

Nigerian military Head of State for
business talks, and an hour after he
had left the State Lodge, Moi was on
the telephone trying to convince his

Hamburg after the

war.

But it is in Zimbabwean politics that
Rowland’s interference was most
naked. Indeed, at one time during the

independence struggle of that formerly white-ruled state, the British

39

Foreign Secretary (Dr. David Owen)
thinking of giving Rowland a role

was

in the search for a solution. Rowland
started showering funds up)on Bishop
Abel
Muzorewa,
the
Reverend

Ndabaningi Sithole, and then Joshua
Nkomo in turn.
They were given
whatever they asked for: tickets to
travel round the world, hotel suites,
medical examinations, pocket money.
Nkomo himself attests to this in his

autobiography. "As I dame to know
Tiny I came to trust him. His charming wife, Josie, is Zimbabwean-born
and Tiny became one of us. I began to
regard him as a son-in-law, what we
call the mkweenyana, one of the family
by marriage I was constantly travelling, usually with two or three assistants: all I had to do was to ring up
Tiny’s office and the tickets would be
ready.
I was travelling between
Belgrade and Moscow, or New York
and Havana, on tickets provided by
this great capitalist." Of late, however,
it is Eddison Zvogbo, the Zimbab-

ests are

threatened.
In 1973, as a
result of a boardroom fight among
Lonrho directors, in which Angus

dard newspaper

Ogilvy sided with those who wanted to
oust Rowland, Ogilvy was forced to
resign from Lonrho, and Rowland
promised him, "I am going to crucify
you and your family." Since Ogilv/s
family includes the Queen, whose
cousin is his wife, Buckingham Palace
took that as an affrontery. This may
explain why Tiny Rowland has never
appeared in the Honours List, and has
never been "invited to Buckingham
Palace functions for visiting African

government.

leaders,
claim

even

those with whom he

can

long friendship".

...

wean

Minister for Constitutional Af-

fairs, who

seems to have caught
Rowland’s eye, and he considers him
the ’one man who could go up to
Robert Mugabe tomorrow and tell

him, "I want your job" - and take it’.

en

Britain, Rowland agreed to pick
the

cheque, but

up

certain conditions,

of which was that he should not
make
statements
against Robert

Mugabe. But when Nkomo’s stay was
becoming too prolonged, Rowland cut
off all support. Nkomo was shocked
and bitter: "I was very, very angry. At
the darkest moment of my life, the
I

regarded as my friend withdrew
his help and left me without either
money or a place to live, at twelve
hours’ notice. I understand why he
man

did it

citizen, Rowland has no per¬
manent friends but only permanent in-

vestments

He does not hesitate to leave
his friends in the lurch when his inter¬

on

1982

an

editorial critical of Moi’s

Tyro African state has so far been
able to stand up against Lonrho
and its executive chairman. Even in
Tanzania Lonrho’s assets have now
been returned and in the new atmos-

phere of "liberalisation", the conglomerate has been asked to expand
its activities. And this is the

same con-

glomerate which has vast interests in
apartheid South Africa; whose top executive was a supporter of Roy
Welensky in the then Central African
Federation; a business partner of
Jorge Jardim who fought very hard
against Mozambique’s independence;
and is now a friend of Jonas
the Angolan traitor.

Savimbi,

one

T>ut like the country of which he is a

terests.

Nkomo fled Zimbabwe in

W,fear of his life and took refuge in

in Kenya, was instantly dismissed when he published in

If he went on helping, his
in Zimbabwe might
threatened..."
...

inbe

George Githii, the former editor-in-

If the African leaders want to dine
and wine with capitalists, can’t they at
least find some who have scruples?
Or are the Amarnd Hammers the

product of the last century?
Richard Hall, who has known Tiny
Rowland for almost twenty years, and
worked for his newspapers in both
Zambia and Britain, is well-qualified
to write Rowland’s biography.
He

provides glimpses of the man, his business world, and his corruptive practices

on

African leaders that would in-

terest every

African patriot.

chief of the Lonrho-owned The Stan¬

READ THE SOUTHERN AFRICAN
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r

Egerö Replies:
have

been published
foreign scholars.

The Mozambique Crisis
and the Analysis:
Rejoinder to Yussuf Adam’s article

realised, if

Dreams and Revolution,
SAPEM November 1987, pp. 27-30.

our

accounts

of the

so-

reality of which we are part, is that
they be noticed and put under debate.

of failure.
critical, has

show what,
beyond weaknesses in theory, method
or data, are the lessons to be drawn
from the work under review, and

-

equally important

- what new questions need to be formulated and researched in order to further the
debate.

To me,
work on

Yussuf Adam’s review of my

the political economy of
democracy in
post-independence
Mozambique {SAPEM Nov.1987) is
most important for what it contributes
of new, important questions to ask
about the modern history of Mozambique. Too often and for too long has
the debate on the Mozambican crisis
centered on whether and how far "external" (eg South African economic
and military destabilisation) as against

"internal"

(eg politics of economic

modernisation) factors

are

to blame.

Ideological positions

are allowed to
influence the debate all the more since
the monstrosity of the apartheid state
is so evident, and the general under-

standing of the political economy -of
Mozambique so weak and fragmented. The very problematic nature
of the Mozambican crisis is reflected
also in the lack of a vital and critical
social science based in the country it-

self; despite the relentless and admirable efforts by the Centre of
African Studies to build a social
science research tradition, the few
books of importance on this subject
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"armed

Depelchin 1986, hereafter called
B&D). In his re^ew, Adam points at

cial

Silence is a sure sign
Serious attention, however
the virtue of being able to

accept that the

&

TJcrhaps the first thing we all ask for,
write

we

bandits constitute the very narrow social basis of the fascist financiers
whose sole objective is to recuperate
what they lost in 1975" (de Braganca

By Bertil Egerö

as we

by

The interaction between "external"
and "internal" factors is immediately

Critique of a Critique

Jr

abroad,

the existence of a third group of
enemies to the Frelimo regime; those
who after the open struggle (1968-70)
within Frelimo and the expulsion of
Nkavandame "stayed within Frelimo,
until now". It is certainly true that
neither the contradictions nor the
enemies disappeared from Frelimo
with the victory of the revolutionary
line. If they were temporarily sup-

pressed

to

up

independence,

Frelimo’s assumption of state power
meant that in a sense the whole
process

started

over

again,

on the
The ques-

scale of the whole nation.
tion of the class formation amongst
the colonised themselves is well taken

by Adam, and

an

imjsortant

area

for

further research.
A dam is of course very aware

/\the

of all

research that still needs to be
done in order to permit a serious discussion of the links between the
armed bandits of today and the contradictions of the armed struggle. I
find it surprising that Adam, himself

underlining the links between today’s
enemies to Frelimo and the contradictions of the armed struggle, tries to
make a point of my simple assertion,
that the armed bandits themselves are
Mozambicans - thousands of ordinary
men and boys who commit unthinkable acts of brutality against their own.
A

couple of paragraphs earlier in this

part of my book, he could read that
"the war that is carried out against
name of destabilisation is directed and supported

Mozambique under the

by a strong and sophisticated enemy..."
(p.l92). The bandits are instruments;
at the same time they are the ones
who carry out this unprecedented

violence over the country.
enemies of Frelimo did not

The old
disappear
will these disappear

overnight - nor
when the external

sources

of support

up. The same lacunae hamper
debates about the state and the party
in independent Mozambique.
My
own book tries to demonstrate some

dry

key cases of persistent non-implementation by the state of orientations
given by the party. Yet, even if my
ambition is to go beyond description
and clarification (p.l4, misquoted by
YA), Adam is right in his observation
that date are highly insufficient to explain these as articulations of class
conflicts and class interests.
Tn

these circumstances, the party

Xresolutions, speeches by Frelimo
leaders, interviews and the like

are

sometimes used as evidence of the nature of such struggles, of self-criticism
and corrections, while such statements

than "the formal
(B&D) to bring about such
change. It is surprising that Adam,
while attacking me for an uncritical
use of such sources, himself seeks support for his argument in some lengthy
quotes from Frelimo leaders.
The context of these quotes is the
issue of socialist practice in Mozambique, and external inspiration or influences. I have personally no difficulty in understanding the meaning of
dos Santos’ statement, that "we are the
only ones who can tell about the
Mozambican character of socialism;
our picture; with our face." (YA p.29).
Indeed, this problem very nearly made
me shelve my own research, given the
areas of culture, ideology and social
reality of which my knowledge was almay express no more

desire"

Yet I am sure that neither
Marcelino dos Santos nor Yussuf
Adam mean to say that Mozambique’s
socialism is a new case of that old
’African socialism’.
most nil.

Nor could they want to say that it
took root and grew exclusively out of
Mozambican soil, isolated from the
rest of the world.
I had in fact ex-

pected
on

the

a more stimulating exchange
subject, for instance on the role
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of external socialist support in the internal class conflicts in party and
state. To take the disastrous "Plano

was

It

Prospectivo Indicativo"

of around
1980, launched as the way to eradicate
underdevelopment in the course of
one

decade

serve,

-

whose interests did it

and which

was

the position of

international advisers from different
camps on

this project?

A n important part of the fieldwork
cVfor the book was done in Mueda,
in a joint project with the Centre of

African Studies. This

was

also

an

unfolding under Frelimo leader-

ship.
is, admittedly, difflcult to get out

of preconceived and idealistic notions
of Frelimo and the recent history of

Mozambique.
Such notions were
prevalent among the cooperants working in Mozambique in the late 1970s,
nurtured by the immense advances
made as much as by the confidence
expressed in official statements and
plans. I certainly share this difficulty
with more well known students of the
Mozambican revolution (see B&D).

op-

portunity to confront my ideas and interpretations with those of YA and his
colleagues, and work out a joint conceptualisation of Popular Power. This
work is reflected in relevant parts of
the book, and while it had no pretension of being conclusive, it did serve to

identify important dimensions in the
political structure and process that

rw^he goal set for my study, to "try
J. and probe... the apparent paradox
of widespread and extreme misery
after ten years of development in the
name
of Popular Power..." (p.l4),

simply could not be met with such
preconceived idealistic notions which is why all available bits of empirical evidence were used to piece

together the reality of political relations behind the institutional structure
erected after independence,
The
work is a start, and no more. A number of issues - on the significance of
the colonial state structure in the new

state, on the class interests of the technocrats of the

new

central state ap-

paratus, on the strategy of class alliance of the Frelimo

leadership after
independence, to mention but a few are raised, which merit further discussion. The peasant Anchieta Zona’s
open criticism in 1983 of the have’s
who continue to have, or the Central
Committee discussion in 1987 of the
issue of private property, are certainly

interesting spotlights into such as yet
poorly explored areas. Let us hope
that research and debate
sues

will

on

these is-

continue, and take their in-

spiration from the simple frankness of
Anchieta Zona.

International
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GENDER

On Women and
Pntririn MrFnrIrleri

I iMficiu ivn.ruuuKn

'necently a colleague asked me to
JXgive a lecture to a group of third
year sociology students at the University of Dar Es Salaam on "Women".
At first glance, it seemed a relatively
simple thing to do, considering that I
am
supposed to know something

about women, and more especially
about African women. But when it
came

down to

notes

for the

preparing a few guidelecture, I realised suddenly that what I had assumed to be
an adequate
conceptual framework
for the understanding of issues surrounding womens’ lives, had in fact
changed. We have moved from the
"womens’ question" to "gender issues".
The shift in conceptual perception
of issues from one phase to the next is
a consequence not
only of the general
movement of history forward, but
more importantly it reflects the active
and

creative

influences

of

^

ISSUES

Development

Dar es Salaam. A Swazi National, Pat has

researched

widely on Labour and Feminist issues.

societies, especially
years.
In this column
to show how and

we

over

the last 50

shall endeavour

why the conception

of women’s lives has moved from

being the "women’s question" - an essentially descriptive term which has
tended to ghettorise and marginalise
women from mainstream politics, but
which nevertheless has had significant
importance as a means of mobilising
and
conscientising women about
themselves and their strengths - to
"gender issues"! Now we are engaged
not only in consolidating the gains of
the past 50 years and learning from
those lessons of the past, but more importantly, we have set a new and challenging agenda before our male compatriots, whether we relate to them as
relatives, colleagues, comrades or
partners.

human

yn Africa as well as in Asia and in
xLatin America, the struggle against

tory.

colonialism and neo-colonialism, in its
collaboration with imperialism, has

is from
women

a
as

jserception
a

separate

different on the basis of their
biological and consequent social funcgroup,

tions

as

bearers of children and

as so-

cial agents, to one which perceives
in
socio-political
and
economic terms, in relation to power
and the struggle for power at the
levels of the state and classes (public
women

sphere)
in

as

well

as

male-female

within the home and
relations

(private

sphere).
To me, what seemed like a sudden
realisation that we were no longer

talking about women simply as oppressed mothers and oppressed wives,
but also as political activists whose
physical differences vis-a-vis men
were only one aspect of the
struggle
against inequality, was and is in fact a
synthesis of the political, ideological
as
well as social struggles which
women have waged in their respective
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freedom.
To enable

us to engage these complex and important issues, we shall
discuss what the concept of gender
means; its relevance to general political struggles; how it links the ’public’
and the ’private’ politics, and why it is

essential that

brought to the fore the dynamic and
indispensable role which women play
in the making of history, and especially a new history which aspires to the
building of truly democratic societies.
In South Africa, Namibia, Angola,
Mocambique, Zimbabwe, Ethiopia,
Nicaragua, Grenada, El Salvador,
Palestine and everywhere else where
people are engaged in struggle against
all forms of oppression and domination, the inequalities which exist between us as comrades, as women and
men, have been shown to demand our
most urgent and immediate attention.
We must begin the
process of
democratisation of relations between
and amongst us as oppressed
people now, and we have the examples of socialist countries like
Cuba, Vietnam, the Soviet Union, the
German Democratic Republic, to
name a few, to enrich our own struggles against patriarchy and backward¬
us

understand that

men

they too are part of the gender debate.

yTE7e are born into the same
?

T

societies, societies which have

traditions

not

only of colonialism and

neo-colonialism,

but

also

of pre-

capitalist patriarchial cultures which
define women and men in unequal
gender terms in relation to work,
status, wealth, power, authority, etc.
Therefore, just as much as women,
no matter what class
they occupy,
have to deal with

beings - and in this case of women - in
the making of ideas and of social hisThe change
which viewed

which serve only to dissipate our
energies and prolong our struggle for
ness

a

socialisation

ex-

perience which has defined them as
subordinate, weak and powerless in
social, sexual and political terms - so
men have to come to terms with their
sexist and chauvinist socialisation
which defines them as strong, rational
and powerful, with a ’divine’ right to

enjoy privilege whether in the home
in the public sphere.

or

Some of the tentative issues around
which we will raise questions and

hopefully ruffle
as

•

few feathers, will be

a

follows:-

making social science gender sensitive

critique of the public and private
politics of African progressives
•violence against women and young
girls (rape and battering)
•violence against children (physical
and sexual abuse)
• a critical look at the
family and
•a

women’s status
•

as

prostitution by

’wives’

men,

women

and

children
• the
Uberation

struggle and the
politics of gender inequalities
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ARTS AND CULTURE

Che

Guevara, The
People’s Intellectual
By Chenjerai Hove
his

death,

have gone on some
pilgrimage to see and touch
anything which the locals will say Che
many

of

sort

touched.

revolutionary
and party post
to go into the bush is today as alive as
ever despite his physical death. They
tracked him, killed him, but they did
not know that they were also enkindling the spirit of the guerrilla into
many hearts, burning hearts which
today are in flames with the desire ’to
be like Che’. Uruguayan journalist,
Ernesto Gonzalez Bermejo, wrote in
Che Guevara, that
who left a high cabinet

over

twenty years ago, Oc-

CJtober 9,
1967, Ernesto Che
Guevara, that legendary guerrilla, in-

tellectual, worker and politician, was
brutally killed near the little town of
La Higuera, Bolivia. As a model Intellectual, Che had shown what it was to
be a people’s intellectual without
creating any myths about leadership,
work and commitment. To Che, the
liberation process started with himself
before it went to others. As

an

intel-

was to beam the light of his
commitment
across
the
whole
American continent until at his death
none other than Alfredo Luando Can-

lectual, he

dia,

Commander-in-Chief

of the
publicly

Bolivian
armed
forces
declared: "Guevara’s death means the
destruction of the guerilla movement
in Bolivia, which since March, was led

by this Argentinian-born Cuban. The
action of the

insurgents was

a

wild ad-

which would have had no
other outcome." And the President of
Bolivia at the time undauntedly

venture

declared, "For

us,

the guerrilla ques-

tion is over."
But just who was this Ernesto Che
Guevara whose death enthused the
dictators with the app>etite for such

declarations? Who was this Argentinian-born Cuban fighting in the
mountains of Bolivia, maiming die-

tatorships and causing such panic?
And why Argentinian - born Cuban?
Such are the questions that nag any
who do not know much about the intellectual guerrilla,
Ernesto Che

Guevara, that

mjm

who, through his

piersonal sacrifice, p)erfected
guerilla warfare to an art through his
vivid imagination and action. Since
own
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of a people’s worker, much is
learned from the example Che
left.
Che Guevara, a man whose
charisma and tenacity of purpose
turned revolutionary everything he
stature
to be

a myth, but a living example of an intellectual worker with
the people.

touched, not

hospital where his
the brutal and
treacherous ambush, has turned into a
shrine, and streets have been named
after him, unofficially though. As a
professor in La Paz put it:
Even the little

body

after

lay

1971:
Sometimes

it’s

an

hamlet, sometimes

insignificant

a stream or a

path winding through the woods,
old mill, a mral worker or just a
tree like any other. But when you

Che is present in the people’s handicrafts, in their miniatures, like a
syn\bol which represents or em-

bodies their hopes.

an

qualify it: Che roamed these parts,
Che spoke to him; when from the
height of a mountain someone
points out the ravines, the valleys,

unique revolutionary, this Che,
will say. But it won’t help
before one knows what exactly Che
was all about
as a person and a
politician.

the maiscuri, the
rivers
Grande, shrouded in clouds and

I^rnesto Che Guevara had

A

someone

the

says ’the guerrilla area, this is where
Che was,’ everything suddenly be-

history, becomes something
you know will withstand the test of
time.
Tiny places and persons
comes

il/born,

Argentina, the first born of Ernesto
Guevara Lynch and Celia de la Serna.
In the Argentine tradition of adopting
names, he would be called Ernesto

which could

Guevara Serna. Ernesto was,

a

childhood,

never have featured in
in a memory, are the focus
of world attention because of their

map,

association with

a name,

the wick-

ending of a life, the overwhelming strength of an example.
ed

Such is the
war

magnitude of

a

p)eople’s

artist of the guerrilla
everywhere it is fought by true

intellectual,

an

patriots, true sons and daughters
whose blood is much more important
than the worthless rhetoric of intellectuals that remain piontificating in large
halls while the pjeople die of hunger
and disease, ignorance and neglect.
And for an intellectual to attain the

been

14 June, 1928, in Rosario,

seriously

since his

afflicted with

asthma which caused his parents many

sleepless nights.
deter him from

But that did not
successfully complet-

ing his medical studies at the National
University in Buenos Aires. After
widely travelling through Latin
America, Ernesto saw how the poor
peasants and workers were exploited
by rich foreign companies whilst they
remained as poor and neglected as
before. From his readings and experience, he observed early in life the
universality of the suffering of the
people while those in power drowned
themselves in filthy wealth.
After
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practising medicine for

a

short while,

he met with Fidel Castro.

Fidel

was

busy recruiting a small guerrilla army
to launch a revolutionary war against
Cuban dictator, Batista. Che did not
hesitate to join.
With Fidel, they
trained together for a while before
leaving on a small, fragile boat with
eighty other rebels. They were poorly
equipped, but they had the wUl, the
determination to topple the dictatorship, a few men of unbending courage,
with a goal to achieve - to come out as
revolutionary victors under the command of Fidel Castro.
Che’s father is not apralogetic
his son’s apparent adventurism:

about

The first thing to note was that in
my son’s veins flowed the blood of
the Irish rebels, the Spanish con-

quistadors, and the Argentinian
patriots. Evidently, Che inherited
some of the features
of our restless
ancestors. There was something in
his nature which drew him to distant

wanderings, dangerous adven-

tures and new ideas.

America
’to be like Che’, ’little boy,
if you do not behave yourself, you will
never be like Che’.
Director of the National Bank,
x\the first thing Che did was to
reduce his own salary, and when he
became Minister of Industries, it was
his industrious nature which inspired
Å

s

many Cubans to work.
He would
work in the mines, drive tractors, cut
cane with workers, address
meetings
in his work gear.... always polite

enough to apologise for his appearance since he was coming out of

part of his military kit.

And in the
Cuban revolutionary war, Che and
Fidel were to fight side by side,
prosecuting the war both militarily
and ideologically.
Che rose to the
rank of Major, and at the victory, Che
was appointed Director of the National Bank, only to rise further to become
Minister of Industries. As a Minister,
he saw his post as directly to do with
work, the minister of work.
At the victory, I can imagine
father chatting with his son:

Che’s

Father Now that there is
you going to go
medicine?
are

victory,
back to practice

Che: / can
tor as

plans

a

give you my title of Docsouvenir. As far as my

concerned, well, I think I
will stay here or continue the stmggle in other areas....
are

This might sound like fiction, but
those are Che’s very words. But this
time Che would contmue the struggle,
not as an adventurer, but as a mature

revolutionary guerrilla whose niune
warmed
every
heart in Latin
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am a

Cuban, and also

an

Argen-

tine and, no insult intended to the
honourable senores from Latin

America, I consider myself no less
Latin

a

American

patriot than

anyone else and I am prepared, at
any time, as the need arises, to give
my life for the liberation of any of
the Latin American countries,
without asking anything in return,

making no demands, and exploitingnoone.
Then the enemies of the Cuban
must have realised that they

revolution

the fields where he would return soon
after a speech. Che always insisted
that his officials be recruited from the
workers as long as they had the

were

humility to learn. As a leader, he insisted that those in positions of leadership must be modest and disinterested
in self-gain of any type. The building
of socialism depend on the results of
labour, on growing production and
labour productivity. It would be fruitless to develop our consciousness if
we could not expand our production,
if we had no consumer goods," Che

Oix

would argue.
Ouch was the mettle of this great
lover of poetry who, on his death,
was found to have numerous poems as

I

dealing with

an internationalist,
whose vision for the rest of the
world breathed through his words.
a man

months

after

Che’s

disap-

Fidel Castro was to
answer questions clearly, appropriately in an interview of April 20, 1965.
Che had gone ’where he is most useful
pearance,

to the revolution’.
Then Fidel read
Che’s letter of resignation to the
Central Committee of the Communist

Party of Cuba, which among other
thin^, said:
I

As

a

believer in work, hard work,

Che gave the rare example which
many intellectuals fail to give. It was
his blend of ideas, ima^ation, ideals
2md courage which singed him out as
the flower of every revolution. Imbued with the courage to see and ac-

knowledge his own weaknesses, Che
was prepared to learn together with
his people, all the people of the world.
So he refused to accept the temptations of living in comfort at the expense of the people... a true revolutionary intellectual who helped interpret ideology to the peasants and
workers of Cuba, his new homeland.
Che refused to fit into the compartment of

being

seen as

either

a

Cuban

Latin American revolutionary. In
his travels and encounters with
numerous liberation
movements in
both Africa and Latin America, Che
realised the need to imite, to see the
or

struggle as one universal whole. All
struggles, revolutionary struggles,
would benefit through cross-fertilisation of both ideas and experiences.
To Che, the enemy was clearly one imperialism. So during his last public
appearance, in an adcfiess to the UN
General Assembly in December of
1964, Che was to declare:

officially resist my post on the
party leadership, my post as minister, my rank as major and give up
my Cuban citizenship
Now my
services are needed in other parts of
the world. I can do that which is
denied to you, for you bear respon-

sibility to Cuba, so time has come
to part.... / am leaving behind a
people which accepted me as a son
and this brings me pain.
I am
taking with me into the new field of
battle the faith which you have inspired in me, the revolutionary
spirit of my people, the awareness
that I am carrying out my most
sacred duty, that of stmggling
against imperialism wherever it exists, and this increases my determination,
compensating many
times over for the pain incurred.... ’
Che, the passionate revolutionary,
did not

forget to write similar, pashis wife, children

sionate messages to
and parents.

And for all time, intellectuals will
look at Che and wonder whether they
can reach even a mere fraction of his
vision and practical commitment.

Che,

a

worker,

a

leader of workers

who knew how to do the work that he
asked others to do. An intellectual
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never to be ignored on the basis of the
inapplicability of his ideas. Che had

ideas, lived them to the full, and in-

spired thus.
Tn

Bolivia, for Che,

task,

a new

Xrevolutionary call had emerged,

a

or

always there but needed attention
Che, the true guerrilla, disguised
even beyond the recognition of his
own children.and family, was to appear in La Paz, Bolivia, in November
1966, "beardless, with a receding hairline, his hair grey, and adorned with
thick horn-rimmed glasses and a tie;
was

now.

he bore no resemblance to the world
famous Che." With five other members of the Communist Party of
Cuba’s Central Committee, Major
Che started guerrilla activities in the

mountains of Bolivia, abandoning the
comfort and security of the successful
revolution he had helped shape in
Cuba, to fight and further the goals of
the revolution throughout the whole
Latin American sub-continent. Che
had the courage to defy comfort, and
death too. He had the courage to fuel
the revolution with his own blood and

interrogation, as answer to "What are
thinking about?", Che simply
replied, "I am thinking about the immortality of the revolution."
And at about 1.30 pm on October 9,
1%7, Che and his two colleagues were
shot dead at point blank range, with
you

hands manacled, but their
ary

spirit as alive

Then tears

revolution-

came.

that welled in every heart,
that forgot to come out in the
turmoil of the passions and emotions,
tears
that came out and filled
thousands of pages.
Poet Nicolas
Guillen began to mourn, in heavy

rw^ears

X

tears

victory of all
revolutionary forces wherever they
tones, sober tones of the
are:

my guitar is completely
little soldier of Bolivia
in mourning, but is not

dressed
mourning

though it is

what had to be done and went on to
do it. No pontificating from a dis-

though it is

very human to weep.

Thus

mourned the soldier of

an

saw

his ideas and his ideals.
But today Che is everywhere, free as
the wind, strong as the many monuments erected in the many minds of
the millions who have shared his
dreams with him. Today it is the many
hearts which sing Che’s victory songs,
the many silent trees which utter his
cry, the many won and unwon
battles which are lasting monuments
to his life as a worker, an intellectual,
a citizen of the world. Today fighters

victory

whisper into one another’s ears;
"The guerrilla is not a revolutionary
until he or she is like Che." To be like
Che. To live like Che. To die like
Che.
can

as ever.

clearly

hope,

intellectual who

declaring; ’Death be not proud’ in the
words of that long-gone British poet,
John Donne.
On October 8, 1967, Che was
wounded in battle, and it is said on his

very human to weep,
little soldier of Bolivia

A nd in all

this, where is today’s in-

z\tellectual?

If only he or she could
studying the life of a revolutionary,
Che, so that questions about the role
of the intellectual in society would
need not be asked. To ask the ques-

be

tion is to show empty space, a vacuum
in the life of an intellectual, or an intellectual worker. One day, the intellectual will simply be a worker leading
other workers without asking questions of who he or she is or where he
or she is going.

tance!
In his

writings, he would declare;

many

was

revolutions, the mentor whose

And many verses in praise of a
worker-intellectual will be composed

victories cannot be counted in numbers of enemy dead but in the numbers of those wielding guns of revolu-

alongside those that went with Com-

cry has reached receptive ears
there is another hand ready to

tion, those whose hearts overflow with
the juice

You are everywhere. In the Indian
made of drowsiness and copper.

and
prepared to intone the sad songs
with the rattle of machine-guns,
and new songs of war and victory.

peace.

And in the Black lost in

Wl^erever death catches up with us,
I welcome it, so long as our battle

up

our

weapons,

and
take
others

of justice and peace, genuine
Bolivian film-maker, Jorge
Sanjines echoes the many voices of
revolution when he says of Che’s vietory:

mandante Che:

a

foamy

multitude; in the worker, in the
nitrate worker, and in the terrible
abandonment of the

banana; in the
of the hides, in the
sugar, in the salt, and in the coffee
trees, you, mobile statue of your
blood as you had fallen; alive, as
they did not want you, Che Commandante, friend.
(Nicolas Guillen)

great plains
Even before his death, Che already
lay on the mat of the immortal, the
revolutionary intellectuals
whose
power lay not in themselves, but in
their ability to inspire generations long
after death. Those who conquer and
defy death before it sniffs at them.
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One could even say that there are
Bolivians who better understand what Che desired for his
now more

people... And this increased awareness is, undoubtedly, part of the
victory
Commandante
Che
achieved in Bolivia with his blood.
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Prominent

Poet

Jack Mapanje
Detained in

Malawi
JACK MAPANJE (third

from right) with other Writers at the 1983
Workshop in Harare

Writer’s

It has come to our attention that
Jack
Mapanje,
the
renowned
Malawian poet, critic and teacher, has
been under arrest since September 25,
1987. The native of his crime is not
known. All we can do is to appeal to
the government of Malawi to assist in

obtaining his release from the government
department holding Jack
Mapanje.
Our strong belief has always been
that there is no point for governments
to
arrest
writers or any critics.
Writers and critics make

an

component of the core of any nation’s
conscience. We are a vibrant people
with a vibrant conscience, and the role
of writers and artists is to activate that
conscience all the time so that the nation remains alive with self-criticism.
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Understandable, really. Once a delegate’s office knows where
even the best speaker won’t be able to hold his attention!

to contact

him,

The

problem with far-off conference venues, however, lies in their inaccessibility
“Shipping” delegates backwards and forwards is a time consuming and costly
exercise, and, should one of them need to get back home in a hurry, well
-

.

.

.

The Kadoma' Ranch Motel is
and we’re

just over an hour’s drive from Harare City Centre
convinced that that, in itself is reason enough as to why the Kadoma

Ranch Motel is the ideal

venue

for your

conference.

Of course, we could tell you about our excellent conference facilities, our
luxurious (and we really mean luxurious) accommodation and fine cuisine —
but every other venue you consider will probably say much the same. We would
rather have you

delighted

to see

what you’re looking for in a conference venue
just how accommodating we can be.
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