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The Soviet Union and Africa

In an earlier issue of SAPEM (Dec. 1987!Jan 1988,
Nos. 3 & 4), we hailed the Great October Revolution of 1917 as a momentous process that brought
real hope to the oppressed and exploited peoples
of the world, including Africa. For it was also obvious therefore that a socialist power such as the
USSR should have become an obvious ally of the
African people particularly in their struggles

against imperialism and white settler colonialism
in Southern Africa. These are important reasons
enough for progressive African scholars to maintain a keen interest in the political and economic
developments of the USSR. It is in that spirit that
we devote this issue to a
critique of the relationship between the Soviet Union and Africa.
Even within the three years since its inception, the
Gorbachov era has already given birth to a new
sense of hope and deeper conviction in the

development and growth of socialism, in both the
Soviet Union itself and elsewhere. Prior to the ascendance of Cde Gorbachov, socialism the Soviet
Union had increasingly become targets for abuse
and ridicule. And this skeptical and negative
response to

Marxism-Leninism and Socialism was

not confined to

the Western world alone. The
Gorbachov era represents that historical turnaround in a process that should see both Socialism
and the Soviet Union on the ascendance.
And in his own personal style of leadership, Gorbachov has virtually overshadowed his US

counterpart in almost every arena. But more sig-

nificantly, his policies of glasnost (openness),
perestroika (economic restructuring) and the
"New Political Thinking," all reflect the Marxist-

2

Leninist principle that socialist construction mu:

combine, inter cdia, democracy, economi
development and the pursuit of internationt
peace and security. Indeed it is to his credit th£
the world today appears nearer to the objective c
containing the nuclear menace.
Our main concern, however, is about the extent t
which this concept of "New Political

Thinking

might infer that in the relationship between th
two Superpowers, the USSR recognizes the US’
"vital interests"

on

the

same

basis that the

U|

recognizes the USSR’s "vital interests" in AfricS
In particular we would hope that the view (quote
in the main feature article) Dr. Gleb Starushenkt
the Deputy Director of the Africa Studies In
stitute of the USSR Academy of Sciences, doe
not represent the Soviet Union’s policy on Sout

Africa.

It is true that it will have to be the Africans them
selves - and the South African Liberation Move
ment in particular - that will have to maintain th

initiative and ensure that there is no "sell-out" i
South Africa. But it would be a most serious ir
dictment of the Soviet Union and all that it stand
for if, in the pursuit if its new policies and the "Ne^
Political Thinking", it pressurizes the African
into "settlements" that might in the long ru
benefit both the US and the South African regim
itself. We want assurances that however progres
sive the Gorbachov era promises to be for th
Soviet Union, it will not simultaneously reinforc
the views of those in Africa and the Third Worl
who have suspected the Soviet Union of being

Social-imperialist power.
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Current Reforms in the USSR and their
Relation to Africa
D. Wadada Nabudere

Speech’ of 1918.

Editor's Note
This

It can therefore be seen why
Soviet
Revolution
had
such

June 1988, Harare

the colonial

speech was delivered to the
monthly Forum of AAPS, 30th

to power

in 1985

as

come

General-Secretary

tober

of the CPSU.

more a

My report arises from the fact that

during

my period as President of
APPS and Vice-President of the International Political Science Associawas invited to the USSR
three occassions. In June 1986, I
attended the Second Soviet-African
Conference: "For Peace, Co-operation and Social Progress." In March,

tion-IPSA, I
on

1987, I

was

also invited to the "Mos-

cow Forum" for a Nuclear Free World
which some 1000 visitors and again in

March, 1988 I attended
Table

a

Round

organised jointly by the Soviet

Political Science Association, the Institute of Systems Analysis and the International Political Science Association. At all these important gather-

ings, I was able to learn about the
changes which were being planned,
thought out, and implemented in in
the USSR and its relationship to other
parts of the world.
As an African progressive scholar
and political activist, I felt particularly
honoured to be one of those very few
Africans who has visited the USSR to
see this great country that contributed
so much to the strengthening of the

struggles of the people of Africa
against imperialism and colonial oppression. The October Revolution
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a

resounding effect on the politics of
peoples and why the
USSR came to be looked upon as the
ally of the colonial and oppressed
people throughout the world. To the
people of Africa therefore, the Oc-

This speech is in the form of a
"report" and some impressions of the
changes currently taking place in the
USSR since Mikhail Gorbachov

the

truly marked a great international
happening for the people of the
world. The Bolsheviks for the first
time in the history of modern national

struggles lifted the political struggles
of the peoples of non-European
Countries which were under colonial
domination to the level of national

struggles contrary to the dominant
European thinking of the time.
The people of the colonies under
European imperialist domination
declared to have the same national rights to self-determination as
other national groups in Europe. This
Bolshevik
political-theoretical
bombshell delivered into the camp of
were

European imperialism gave great
strength to the colonial struggle of the
time and even compelled the United
States, still a relatively weak extraEuropean power, to make a political
concession on the same issue in the
now famous Wilson ‘Fourteen Point

Revolution will

remain

ever

permanent land-mark in their

struggles for freedom whatever else
may change in the USSR. For this, if
not for any other reason, the African
people must show interest and concern for the Soviet peoples’ efforts to
develop their own struggles for
socialism and communism. For good
or for worse, the common links that
exist between these two great continents will continue and therefore
Africans of today, and the future for
USSR

must

continue to occupy a

good part of our study. It is for this
reason a pleasant coincidence that
this speech is being made on a day
when the Party Conference of the
CPSU is also taking place for the first
time after some forty seven years since
the last one to discuss proposals for
change and reform in the USSR.
What Is Reform About

Reform is not new in the USSR. Indeed it can be said that attempts at
reform and change in the strategies
and tactics of socialism in the USSR
has been a permanent feature of the
CPSU. The first such important

change occured with the policy of the
economic policy or NEP under
Lenin in 1921. This reform in policy
was aimed at restructuring the Soviet

new

3

1

in order to restore and
rejuvenate production after four years
of destruction and ravage at the hands
of the interventionist imperialist for-

central

planning Khrushchev tried

location based

sary if the USSR was to move forward. The death of Andropov within a
short time, however, put a temporary

NEP

tion units which had the effect of in-

stop to these measures as the new
leader Chernenko was seen as not

replaced the makeshift policies of
"War Communism" which forcibly expropriated peasant goods without corresponding payment in money or industrial goods. The collectivisation
campaigns which were aimed at creating a basis for industrialisation and

troducing parochialism in the Soviet
economic system. This form of
decentralisation, or giving "autonomy"
to regions, was found to be wasteful
and proved a disaster for Soviet
agriculture in particular. It was in fact
these disasters and Khrushchev’s style

the "scissors crisis" in which various

of work that led to his downfall and
his replacement by the Brezhnev-

economy

ces

and

reforms,

the

were

White

Guards.

undertaken to stream-

line

agricultural and industrial prices,
together with the corresponding currency and financial reforms were very
much part of this drive to make the
socialist system efficient and responsive to the needs of the Soviet people.
The development of the system of
centralised planning-a system that we
call socialism today, was undertaken
alongside these measures. At no time
these reforms undertaken for the
sake of "personal power". They were
aimed at overcoming problems that
were

emerged in the system of incipient
socialism
as
the
class
struggle
proceeded. Under these reforms,
which were pursued on a revolutionary basis, the USSR made tremendous
progress and consolidated the power
of the proletariat.
Before Stalin died in 1953, it was
realised that the system of planning
and resource allocation, as well as the
relations of production in the USSR,

required

review. In his Economic
Problems of Socialism in the USSR
Stalin called for changes in theory and
mechanisms of management. On
a

Stalin’s death, Malenkov embarked on
a so-called "New Course" in international relations and in the management of the economy in the agricultural sector. This change was taken on

by Nikita Khruschev when he assumed
power in 1956. He denounced Stalin’s
"personality cult" and "crimes" and
embarked on a series of his own
‘reforms’ which were intended to
make Soviet agriculture more productive.
In

4

trying to "overhaul" the system of

a

system of planning and resource alon the "geographical
principle" of creating regional produc-

Kosygin team in 1965 leading yet to
‘reform’ of the reforms. The new
‘reforms’ of Brezhnev-Kosygin put in
new

place a reorganisation of the planning
and production system on the basis of
the "production
principle" which
meant the dismantling of the Khrushchev "geographical" production units
and their replacement by "industrial
associations" giving "autonomy" to the
industrial ministries which

were

in

charge of the associations.
The experience of the twenty five
years
of these Brezhnev-Kosygin
‘reforms’ revealed an inherent weakness in the use of the profit measure-

giving price flexibility to certain
industries which could show that they
had "improved" the quality of their
ment

products. The combination of profit
maHmisation and price flexibility to
respond to "market" conditions
revealed a tendency on the part of
enterprises to seek to differentiate
their products in order to qualify for
price increases in order to make
higher profits. A point was reached
when high profits and prices did not
coincide with higher productivity and
better quality, with the result that further controls became necessary to
curb the tendencies of managers to
exploit the new situation intensifying
the bureaucratisation of the economy

beyond anything known under Stalin!
This was why the death of Brezhnev
was seen as giving way to the stagnation of his period. The new ‘reforms’
embarked upon by Andropov to give
even more "autonomy" to
enterprises
were seen as
being absolutely neces¬

being too keen

on

Andropov’s reform

Chernenko instead concentrated in his short-lived rule to
educational reform. The coming of
Mikhail Gorbachov on power was
therefore seen as giving the reformers
a real possibility to change the face of
the USSR in that Gorbachov was
looked upon as a dynamic young man
measures.

belonging to a new generation of the
post-Stalin era.
The Gorbachov Era
The coming into power of Gorbachov in 1985 brought forth new
energies of a group of ‘young Turks’
who felt frustrated by the Brezhnev
era. The young leader sought at first
to consolidate Andropov’s reforms by

extending the experiments undertaken
by him in the industrial re-organisation to the entire industrial

scene.

Alongside this consolidation, he inaugurated the slogan of glasnost which
meant ‘openness’ and was aimed at
giving political strength to the forces
seeking change. To these frustrated
forces seeking change which were
either operating underground or in
pockets within the bureaucracy but
weakened by years of frustration, glasnost was calculated to strengthen
them and make them vocal.
There was also the latent

oppositon

among the workers and other
strata which had been weighed

social
down
and Gorbachov

by the Brezhnev era
sought to exploit this pent-up feeling
of stagnation and weakness. For a
time therefore, glasnost provided a
real platform for free discussions in
the new ‘liberal’ press in what can be
described as the ‘Moscow Spring’, for
this
was
basically a Moscow
phenomenon at this stage. It was also
a debate being encouraged from the
top and hence its being known as a
"revolution from above".
In the second stage, Gorbachov introduced his economic reforms under
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the

of perestroika which

concept

reform of "the economic
mechanism" or restructuring. At the
meant the

sametime, with the extension of his
glasnost to the international arena, he
put forward the concept

of the "New

Political Thinking" which was later
broadened to encampass the domestic
arena as well.

Restructuring According to

political slogans that could be sold
give
No
longer were "human rights" and
"democracy" seen in class terms.
‘Democracy’ was declared to be
as

both at home and in the West to
his perestroika a "human face".

consistent

drive

was

with socialism and this
made part and parcel of

perestroika. In the reform proposals
sent to the Party Conference in June,

Gorbachov

1988 the two-candidate election procedures and the two-term limit of five

Perestroika implies not only eliminating the stagnation and conservatism of
the proceeding period and correcting the

years each extended to party officials
as well as the election of president
and a small parliament to sit more

mistakes committed, but also overcom-

ing historically limited outdated features of social organisation and work
methods.
For
Gorbachov

therefore,

beyond the
what he
having been the fun-

perestroika tried to
Brezhnev

era

regarded

as

his

go

to encampass

damental flaw in socialist construction
all the way to the 1920s. He therefore

sought his authority in Lenin’s new
economic policy which he regarded as
the wisdom of socialism. Although in
fact Lenin saw NEP as a temporary

restrengthen the working
saw in the NEP a
stategic policy for all time. Even
though he acknowledged, under "conservative pressure", the gains made
under Stalin’s system of socialist planning, he nevertheless traced in the
stagnation under Brezhnev, the "comretreat

to

class, Gorbachov

mand" methods of economic management of the Stalin era. For him
socialism and the market regulation
were

to

not

be

incompatible and efforts had

made

to

restore

economic

the

planning process in
place of the "administrative command
methods" of the past. For this reason
it became necessary to deal first a
political blow to Stalinism before any
progress could be made, since the forces
resisting change within the
bureaucracy were identified as being
means

to

‘Stalinist’.
This is why in the attempt to implement economic reforms it became
necessary
to
put
forward
"democratisation" and "human rights"
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regularly, were central to this reform
since it was asserted that any
economic reforms would not succeed
unless they were backed by officials
who
believed
in
perestroika.
Perestroika was thus used to bring
about fundamental restructuring of
the Soviet political system.
More concretely the economic
reforms meant first, the widening of
each enterprise’s economic space to
enable it to exercise more decision

making with increased autonomy only
responsible
to
the
consumers.
Secondly, the restructuring meant
making the enterprises more efficient
and

cost

conscious

with

each

enterprise trying to aim for a better
and higher profit which could be kept
in part for the internal self-ilnancing.
Those enterprises which were able to
export and earn foreign currency were
given part of the foreign currency
which they could use for foreign purchases to improve their production.
Thirdly, a system of work collectives
was
used
to
express
"workers
democracy", but in a way in which the’
workers were now expected to work
for a collective wage which they distributed among themselves. This
method

introduced

an

element

of

among the workers and
at times conflict. It was now understood that those enterprises which did
not make profit could be closed down
and the workers sent home. Furthermore the managers who were subject
to elections within the enterprise

competition

could hire

sack workers.

or

Fourthly, under the new managelaws it was permitted for small
enterprises to set up co-operatives
which could also work on a profit
basis and employ family labour. Small
scale enterprises were also allowed to
operate on a capitalist basis in
selected services such as cafes, repair
work, taxis, etc. Agricultural cooperatives could sell a certain propertion of their produce on "free market
prices", which were allowed to exist
side-by-side with officially controlled
market prices.
ment

In the

area

of "New Political Think-

ing", it was asserted that the concept
required taking a positive approach to
the resolution of international

con-

flicts, seeking to solve all military
problems by political means and not

by force Clauseunitez dichen that war
was a continuation of politics by other
means was said to be "hopelessly outdated". In the nuclear age such approach assured destruction both to
the aggressor and the aggressed.
There would be

no

vector not

van-

quished. But the resolution of international conflicts by political means between the two superpowers also by
necessity meant the recognition of
each others "vital interests" in negotiations. It meant seeing the "world as a
whole" and seeing "oneself through
the eyes of the other party". It was this
approach which guided the talks between the two superpowers on the
Soviet side in the INF Treaty covering
short and medium range weapons.
The

Impact On Africa

Soviet policy towards Africa since
Gorbachov’s perestroika has began to
take shape as part of the policy of
"new Political Thinking" in international relations. This approach as al-

ready applied to relations between the
superpowers has already indi-

two

cated the main outlines of the Soviet

approach to Africa. It is significant
that Africa takes rather a low position
in Gorbachov’s policy. In his book
perestroika, Gorbachov gives only one
paragraph attention to Africa in a

5

r

nineteen page

World in

a

chapter

book of

over

on

the Third

two

hundred

pages. The single paragraph refers to
South Africa in the general statement
of the conflict. No definitive statement

policy is offered however.
is also significant that Soviet
policy except as formulated in relation
to each country, is approached from
the general strategy of regional conflicts which President Reagan has insisted upon as an element in the superpower game of bargaining and

as

to

It

counter-claims. In this context the

general line in the concept of the
"New Political Thinking" is that in the
negotiations between the two superpowers, the USSR recognises the
other superpower’s "vital interests" on
the

same

basis that the other super-

power also recognises the Soviet "vital
interests" in Africa. As is well known,
U.S. "vital interests" in Southern
Africa is to assist the apartheid

regime in the policy of "constructive
engagement". This approach has come
out more clearly in regard to the Angolan-Namibian conflict in which the
Cuban troop pull-out is seen as a factor. The USSR has already indicated
to Reagan that they would like to
resolve the Angolan-Namibian issue
along the Afghanistan settlement lines
and both superpowers are determined
to see a settlement in this region by
the 29th September, 1988 the aimiversary of the UN resoulution on
Namibia.
In order to achieve this deadline
before Reagan leaves the White
House and hopefully before the two
superpowers sign the START accord,
the USSR is committed to doing its
side of the bargain to convince both

Angola and Cuban governments to
soften their positions and make an
agreement possible. This much became apparent at the recent C2uro
four-party conference at which the
Soviet official who stood in for the
USSR played a significant role the
South African delegation pulling out
of the talks when it appeared that
both the Angolan and Cuban delegations were putting forward rigid posi¬

6

tions.
The Soviet position on South Africa
itself is not clear. Officially, the USSR
still claims to give support to the
ANC-CPSA alliance. But over the
years it has become evident that the
USSR would like to see a settlement
in South Africa that constitutes a

compromise with the South African
regime. Although Soviet policy is still
in the stage of maneouvre, it is nevertheless clear that it regards the resolution of the Angolan-Namibian conflict
as an essential element in finding an
internationally acceptable position on
South Africa itself. In short it sees the
South African apartheid issue as
bound up with the issue of Namibia

and, now, with the issue of the Angolan internal conflict in which the
U.S.
is increasingly bringing in
UNITA as part of the settlement.
When I attended the 1986 Second

Soviet-African Conference

on

"Peace,

Co-operation and Development", I
got the impression that the USSR was
working out a policy for South Africa
along a paper presented by Dr. Gleb
Starushenko, the Deputy Director of
the Africa Studies Institute of the
USSR Academy of Sciences, entitled:
Problems of Struggle Against Racism,

Apartheid and Colonialism in South
Africa. Although Starushenko advanced this

position as an "academic
struck by its clarity
in the formulation of a strategy for the
region. Starushenk outrightly condemned the Pan Africanist Congress
exercise",

one was

and the Black Consciousness Movement for calling for "uncompromising
armed struggle" against the racists,
an approach disastrous.
He instead called for "compromise" as

calling such

the only way to "avert tragedy". In
order to work towards a "reasonable

compromise" Starushenko called for a
study of various constitutional approaches which could be advanced to
the South African white minority by
the ANC "already today" giving them
a "comprehensive
guarantee". Such
constitutional

along

a

framework

unitary

could be

state

with

"autonomous
In view of

components" within it:
the fact that social and
political tensions in South Africa are
now aggravated to a breaking point and
the sides are distmstful and suspicious
of one another, the peaceful settlement
of the conflict might be expidited by
resorting to the institution of international guarantees, the sides selecting the
guarantors by agreement from among
prestigous international organisations
or

individual states.

While one cannot
that this is the Soviet

definitely state
policy, one cannot escape drawing the conclusion
that this might be the direction along
which a Soviet approach on the issue
might be pursued. It is interesting to
note that after the Cairo meeting between South Africa, USA, Angola and
Cuba, the USSR has already embarked on a dialogue with the
Pretoria regime. It is clear that the
USSR sees its role as a possible
guarantor to a

"compromise" solution

in South Africa and to play that role,
it must appear "reasonable" to the
racist regime. The South African
African racists have publicly commented favourably on Gorbachov’s efforts to play a mediating role in the
gone out of their
talk since such an approach
constitutes a Soviet recognition of its
regional superpower role.
In this context it is important to
note that when the paper by D. Gleb
Starushenko appeared in a U.S.
paper.
The International Herald
Tribune under a signed report by
Colin Legum, the paper was referred
to approvingly by P.W. Botha, the
State President of the apartheid
regime calling the solution it offered
the "correct policy" which South

region and they have
way to

Africa wanted to consider. When the

present author met Dr. Starushenko
in Moscow in March this year,

he apjjeared shocked about the use to
which his paper had been put! In fact
there was nothing to be shocked about
since the proposals put forward in the
paper were calculated to constitute a
viable policy for the Soviet Union.
This policy is now being pursued in
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the context of perestroika and the
"New Political Thinking" of the new
Soviet leadership.
Thus the reforms in the USSR are

having their effects in Africa. For one
thing, the Soviet drive to become a respectable member of the world community participating on an equal basis
in the world capitahst market, by implication, means the Soviet competition in the markets of Third World
countries a development that had al-

ready been ushered in during the
Bre2dmev era and the Tripartite Arrangements in which Soviet and
western capitalist joint ventures par-

Soviet

ticipated in the exploitation of Third

W'orld countries.
With the new deepening drive
by
the USSR to form joint ventures

based in the USSR* with western
capitalist monopolies, these ‘socialist’
monopolies will have an open door in
Third World countries to exploit

Third World resources. In such a
situation USSR joint ventures would
find a good mmket in Afiican

countries, especially in South Africa
largest African market. One can

the

therefore understand the Soviet drive
to have a settlement in South Africa.
Gorbachov’s emphasis on Russia

being part of Europe also
reinforce the

new

Soviet role

goes to
as a so-

cial-imperialist

power in the Third
World. While the USSR was looked

by peoples of the world as a multi-ethnic-nationality entity which challenged
European imperialist it now becomes
clear that the USSR wishes tO're-as-

its European heritage in order to
join the other powers in Europe to
jointly exploit Third World countries
Africa in particular. This is what
sert

‘reform’ under Gorbachov

seems

be

bringing about.

Foreign Policy: A Reply to Nabudere

;

Vladimir Sokolov, Counsellor of the
I think we all agree that the
Gorbachov’s book Perestroika is not
about Africa. Therefore the observation
by distinguished Professor
Nabudere that in this book Gorbachov gives only "one paragraph attention to Africa in a nineteen page

USSR Embassy, Harare

2Limbabwe with my friends and col-

leagues I often get

an

impression that

people’s national liberation struggle
throughout which the Soviet people’s
sympathies and support were on the
side of the Mozambican people.
These feelings remain unchanged
today when die point at issue is the
relationship between two independent sovereign states linked for
more than ten years by the
Treaty of
Friendship and Cooperation. We
carefully
maintain
loyalty
to
solidarity with the just struggle of
peoples in other cmmtries for
freedom and national independence,
for social progress and peace.
Speaking at the same occasion

chapter on the Third World in a book
of over 200 pages" could hardly be
regarded as explaining in full Soviet
policy towards Africa. Nor for that
matter

could be taken

seriously some

"academic exercises". The Soviet
vision of African problems of today
should be first of all analysed on the
basis of official statements during the
visits of our friends, the leaders of
African countries to the Soviet Union.
Last year
Perestroika

alone, when the book
published in the

was

USSR, Cde. Gorbachev received in
the Kremlin, Cdes. Mengistu Haile-

Mariam of

Ethiopia, R. Mugabe of

Zimbabwe, A. Chissano of Mozambique, K. Kaunda of 21ambia, the group

of ministers of the Frontline States. I
think this fact is worth mentioning because fi’om the talks I have here in
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USSR and Mozambique - are rooted
in the hard years of the Mozambican

they are not always in the picture as to

the substance of the talks which were
held in Moscow between our leaders
and the leaders of Africa.
When meeting Cde. Chissano, in

Moscow, M.S. Gorbachov said, that

the relations of the two countries

-

about "the unmoral and inhuman
anachronism of modem history in the
form of the apartheid regime”, Cde.
Gorbachov stressed the justness of the

struggle conducted by the Frontline
States, the patriots of South Afiica
and Namibia under the guidance of
their recognised political leaders - the
ANCandSWAPO.
The

collapse of apartheid is in-

7

r

ebitable. Bui we are not supporters of
'the worse the better^ thesis. There is
no

doubt, at all, that

elimination

an

of the racist system by wary of a political settlement would be in the inter-

initiatives among
for the stage-bystage elimination of nuclear weapons
by the year 2000, a system of comprehensive security, freedom of

ests

choice, balance of interests, restruc-

and white. One should look for

turing of relations in the Asia-Pacific
region, defence sufficiency and nonoffensive doctrine, reduction of the
level of arms, as a way towards
strengthening national and regional
security, withdrawal of troops and
bases from foreign territories, confidence-building measures, international economic security, the idea of
direct inclusion of the authority of
science in world politics.
In such a short pace for my presentation here I
cannot
naturally

ofall South Africans - both black
and
find the road to such a settlement. It
is time at long last for Pretoria to understand this

as

well. New ideas, a

fresh approach and collective efforts
needed.
the Fourth Meeting between
Cde. M. Gorbachev and the US President Reagan it was stated that there
are

At

possibilities for a settlement of the
Angola situation, given observance of
the well-known UN Security Council
Resolutions, an end to South Africa’s
interference in Angola’s internal affairs and the granting of, independence for Namibia.
The USSR supports talks between
Angola, Cuba and South Africa
mediated by the United States. If the
parties to these talks wish that the
USSR should join in the process, it
would agree to do so. But though its
policy with respect to Southern Africa
are

is not built

on

"the

worse

the better"

principle the USSR also turns down a
policy which is in effect an encouragement of the regime of apartheid.
Favouring a search of compromises
and

a

balance of interests in the

of political settlement in the
firmly supports the sovereignty of Angola and
the right of Namibia’s people to independence.
I think it would be not quite accurate to present new political thinking as applied only to relations beprocess

South of Africa, the USSR

tween

than

the two superpowers.

inaccurate, in my

More
opinion, is a

somewhat passionate assertion that
"Gorbachev’s emphasis on Russia

being part of Europe also goes to
reinforce the Soviet role

Imperialist

power

in

as a

the

Social-

Third

World".
The idea of "Common European
Home", to vdiich the distinguished

professor probably makes a reference,
comes together vnth the whole num-

8

ber of major Soviet
them a programme

elaborate on all of these initiatives but
there is one among them dealing with
an

all-embracing system of internasecurity, which, I think, deserspecial attention for the purpose

tional
ves

of our discussion.
As I see it this system,

military,

comprising
economic,

political.

humanitarian and last but not least,

ecological aspects, is the answer to the
issue raised by Professor Nabudere:
whether or not new political thinking
is leading to the new Soviet role, he
described above. Proceeding from
universal human values it gives some
important guidelines to conducting intemational relations in this controversial but interdependent and in many

integral world.
Proceeding from universal human
values it is aimed at reducing the risk
in a nuclear-space age when there’s a
ways

limit to confrontation.

One could

rely

on

the

common

of those who possess nuclear armaments and realize that their use
sense

makes nobody a wiimer. Furthermore,
also know that it is difiicult to
avoid a human error especially when

we

so sophisticated that it can one day take
decisions of its own, not necessarily

technology is becoming

coinciding vnth ours.
Even peaceful nuclear installations,
as Chernobyl eiqierience shows, may
be the

source

of real disaster. I have

just finished reading recollections of
the late academician Legasov, wiiom I
happened to know as the Young
Communist League leader in the
school I studied some 30 years ago,
and who predicted the Chernobyl disaster as
error or

possible result of human

a

ne^igence. He died recently,

tra^cally. To this I would add another
recent (fisaster with the Challenger in
the USA vvfrich also shows how fragile
our existence may become with all
that sophisticated technology which
may take fatal decisions of its own.
\^en one examines fundamental
principles of an all-embracing system
of mtemational security, it becomes
clear

that

countries,

it

embraces

even more

all

than that,

the
some

of those

principles are the result of
political thinking of the Third
World countries (disbandonment of
military alliances, establishment of
new world economic order, extirpation of genocide, apartheid etc.) And
though total destruction of nuclear
weapons remains the principal goal in
sa\ing humanity, it follows from this
system that for a truly international
security this measure would not be
sufficient, as long as there is poverty
and other unresolved global issues.
new

There is indeed

a

limit to confronta-

coupled with
regional conflicts, underdevelopment,
violations of human rights (one of its
most atrocious manifestations being
racial
discrimination),
ecological
problems, makes our life a branch of
hell on this planet.
There are conflicts, of course, which
cannot be solved by words alone, but
who says negotiation is the only means
to solrä them. Take the history of
Zimbabwe, its independence was
gained through a brilliant combination of different forms of struggle in
the battle field, at the negotiation
table, and, last but not the least,
through economic pressure - sanetion, when the

arms race

tions.
The new thinking, says Gorbachov,
is not a closed and completed
doctrine, it is dialectical, which makes
it possible to constantly perfect and
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develop policy in accordance with the
course of actual life and naturally, in
keeping with our socialist choice, with
the Leninist prindples.
The new thinking is also bridging of
the gap between the word wd the
deed. And we embarked on practical
deeds. Being confident that nuclear
weapons are the greatest evil and the
horrible threat we announced a
unilateral moratorium on nuclear tests
which we observed longer than we
could have done, then come the
most

January IS, 1986 statement putting
forth

for a stageelimination of nuclear
weapons, then, in words of Cde. R.
Mugabe an important psychological
bre^through the conclusion and
a

concrete program

by-stage

ratification of the INF treaty.

Officially, the treaty has l^en signed
by two countries namely the Soviet
Union and the United States, but in
fact there are grounds for considering
it

a

collective creation of international

reason,

the result of

an

effort involv-

ing dozens of states, both those
belonging to the two m^tary - political groups and neutral, non-aligned

I
*

It was after the signing of this treaty
that came another important decision,
this time the Geneva accords on Af-

ghanistan. Again it would be difficult
to arrive at those accdtds without the

cooperation of the international community and first of all the United Nations. The role which the United Nations played in reaching an agreement
on the settlement around Afghanis-

tan,”

says

Eduard

Shevardnadze,

member of the Political Bureau of the
CPSU Central Committee and Minister of Foreign Affairs of the USSR,
”is a good example and incentive to
firesh efforts in achieving the political
settlement of international conflicts in
various parts of the world”. This statement of Cde. Shevardnadze is a part
of his message to the UN Spedal
Committee Against Apartheid on the
occasion of the 2Sth Anniversary of its

activity. The minister describes the
situation, that persists in Southern
Africa as an explosive one and calls
for a resolute, more concerted position of the International Community
in the stmggle against apartheid to
break the deadlock in the

course

of

ones.

political settlement in Southern Africa

Of special importance was
scholars opinion, which nowadays

on

the
has
a
prominent place in the Soviet
foreign policy decision making. It is
worth recalling here, how Cde. Gorbachov evaluates

the

role

of the

fonun, in which professor Nabudere

participated.
At the Moscow International Forum

"For

Nuclear-Weapon-Free World
of Humanity” - a
meeting unprecedented in the number
ofparticipants and their authority -1
had the opportunity to feel the moods
and hear thou^tts and ideas of an intemational intellectual elite. My disa

and the Survival

cussions with them made a great impression on me. I discussed the
results of the congress with my colleagues in the Politburo arid we
decided to make a major new compromise - untie the Reykjavik package and separate the problem of
medium-range missiles in Europe
from the other issues.

the basis of balanced interests of
all countries involved in the regional
conflict here.

So, being part of the international
community, the So\iet Union is
prepared to continue the struggle
against apartheid but at the same
time, underlying the settlement, it
seeks such decisions which would help
strengthen independence, freedom
and security of all countries of the
re^on. Even more than that there is a
caU to step up efforts in defence of the
righteous coiuse of the people of
South Africa, who favour the elimination of the hateful system of apartheld, in support of the patriots of
Namibia fighting the independence of
their country and to rebuff the policy
of aggression and subversion pursued
by South Africa against the Frontline
States. This is in fact "the model" of
what the Soviet Union sees as a settlement, undertaking to continue to exert
efforts to achieve a just and lasting

settlement in Southern Afiica in the
interests
of
peaceful life and

prosperity of

tiie peoples of this

part

of the world.
Now to the economic aspect.

Here
again the USSR tried to support it
words with deeds, having passed the
dedsion on the paitidpation in the
Common Fund for commodities. Our

plenipotentiary representatives signed
that agreement. Thus the call of NAM
for putting into effect this agreement
as early as possible was met with understanding in the Soviet Union. In
the related development another
decision was annoimced, this time to
contribute to the NAM Africa Fund

$100 million, called a ”big boost” at

Extraordinary Minister^ meeting
Cooperation held in
Pyongyang, DPRK from June 9-13.
The recent meeting of the Political
the
on

South-South

•Consultative Committee of the War-

Treaty

saw

member-coimtries

adopted the document, ”the consequences of the arms race for the environment and other aspects of
ecolögical security.”
The meeting, of comse, dealt, above
all with ecological problems of
Europe, but is was stressed that in our
inter-connected
world, espedally
when it comes to sohnng such globaJ
problems as ecology, practice caUs for
the p)ooling of efforts of the international community in the interests of
the concerted effective solution of environmental problems. It is proposed
that obligatory prindples and norms
of behaviour by states should be intro-

duced,

and guidelines of their
cooperation in the ecological sphere
which could be incamat^ in a corresponding international law document, be determined. The allied
countries are ready to start work on
such a draft document without delay.

So,

that there are quite
things that the Soviet Union is
tr^ng to do to support its words with
its deeds, and you will agree that this
action is not at the expense of our
friends, non-aligned countries, induding those in Afiica.
a

you can see,

few

\

SAPEM AUGUST 1988

9

J

r

PROBLEMS AND PROSPECTS OF REGIONAL COOPERATION: FOCUS ON
PTAANDSADCC
t

Social and Political

Implications of IMF

Stabilisation Policies in Zambia
Bonard L.
Several comments have been made

the economic implications of these
stabilization programmes in Zambia.
This paper, however, does not review
the economic implications but rather
some of the major social and political
on

implications that have been noted

m

Zambia. Usually commentators on
stabilization programmes have not

spent much time on these social and

political

consequences, as if it is only
the balance of payment and production output that matters rather than
the effect of these policies on the

Mwape

population. In 1980 there were 13
doctors per 100,000 people by 1985
this number had dropped to 7 doctors
per 100,000. seventy three per cent of
the health services reported several
vacant posts in the category of clinical
officers, health assistants or Zambian
enrolled nurses, nine percent of the

be without adequate services. The
table below summarises the service
levels in urban areas.
The situation has been worsened in
rural areas in Zambia. It was estimated that only about 32% of the
rural population have a reasonable access to clean water and about 48%

health centres

were

were

without clinical

service levels for water in the rural
aueas is in table below.
From these figures it is noted that
the majority of the rural population

needs for health centres

(68%) have unacceptable water supply and 52% unacceptable sanitation. It
is also estimated that on average for
the total population of Zambia about
only 47% were supplied with
reasonably safe water and about 47%
with adequate sanitation.

was

critical.

people. However, these social and
political consequences are so severe
that the legitimacy of the state is un-

Frequent transport and fuel shortages
inhibited the maintainance of regular
drug supplies to health centres. A

dermined.

combination of these and other factors has led to a situation where the

Social

Implications

Since the stabilization programmes
started in 1971, one of the aims has
been to cut public capital expenditure
on social and welfare services. The

of these policies are
easily noted. In the field of health
a cut in capital expenditure has lead
to
several
consequences
like
deterioration in the hospitals; clinics;
water and sanitation systems. Most of
these facilities built during the 196470 period are no longer in good
shape. Structures are not maintained,
dni^ are not readily available and
there has been a general fall in the
consequences
now

services.
Rural clinics and hospitals have
been heavily affected compared to
urban centres. For the period between

1980-1985, there has b«en a decrease
in the number of doctors per

10

100,000

using adequate pit latrines. The

officers, 17% without health assistants
and 23% without qualified nurses and
midwives. By 1986, it was found that
the situation as regards transport

population is no longer being
provided with an effective health care

Since the late 1970s with IMF insis-

cutting capital expenditure

system.

tence on

The poor health situation has been
further compounded by the deterio-

from social services, the Government
has not even been able to maintain
some of the water works programmes
that were set-up in the 1960s. Hence
the GRZAJNICEF document observed that:

rating water and sanitary systems.
Some surveys done by the Department of Water Affairs, District Councils and Ministry of Health give us
some indication of the performance
levels. Available data shows that 70%
of the people in large urban town
were

water

provided with an acceptable
supply, 45% with individual

flush toilets and 7% with communal
toilets. In small urban towns, 45% of
the

people had acceptable water
supply, 26% with individual flush
toilets md 2% v^th communal flush
toilets. The population which was not

provided with adequate individual or
communal services were regarded to

Generally speaking the water supply situation is far from satifactory.
Spares, chemicals, power cuts, low
capacity, broken pumps, inadequote reticulation systems are the
order of the day in many towns of
Zambia. In rural

areas

wells

are

collapsing boreholes clogging up
and pumps broken, but the number
of people requiring clean and safe
water has increased.

The consequences of imacceptable
levels of water supply and sanitation
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are

but easily noted now is the
Ugh morbidity from gastro-indiseases and parasitic injec-

many,

current

testinal
tions both in urban and rural areas.
These diseases are most prevalent

children and have been consistently ranked among the first five
causes of the high child
morbidity and
mortality in Zambia. For example,
1,337,800 out-patients cases of diarrhoea were reported in health instituamong

tions of which 62%
under 15 years. This

were

proceed to high grades because of
places to accommodate them.
The progression rate between grade 7
and 8 for example has infact declined.
It was 22% in 1978, by 1982 it had

In

troduced,

a

■

to

1980, inflation

up to 14.2%. By 1986 it had
reached 60%. This situation was fur-

ther exacerbated

by the various exadjustments, price
decontrol, subsidy reductions and
wage and salary controls. A combination of these adjustment policies led

change

further problem has been

created. Children from poor families
have not been able to pay these fees

rate

children
Service Levels of Water

Supply in Urban Areas

LARGE and SMALL TOWNS

population.
recent

survey 50 out of 57 districts identified diarrhoea related diseases as one of their
major health
a

19.4%. From 1977
went

declined to 18.5%. With the insistence
of the IMF that boarding fees be in-

represented a
prevalence rate of 292 cases per 1000
child

increased and averaged 11%, the
highest being in 1977 when it was

limited

problems and there were indications
that along with cases of malnutri-

TYPE OF SERVICE

POPULATION

Water Within Plots

Shared Communal Taps

Unacceptable Supply

%

POPULATION

912000

48

162,000

418,000

22

105,000

177

570.000

30

326.000

55 0

27 3

Service Levels of Wafer and Sanitation in Rural Areas

tion/anaemia and malaria, diarrhoea

morbidity and mortality were increas-

TYPE OF SERVICE

ing. It

Shallow Well

390,000

12

Boreholes

450 000

13

was

also estimated that about

200 children

dying everyday due
to malnutrition related problems. It
should be noted, however, that these
numbers of reported cases in hospitals and clinics represented only a tip
of the "clinical hippo."
In the education system the same
deterioration in services is being
noted. It is clear from the per capita
expenditure for students that allocations for teaching and learning items
have become increasingly smaller.
The

effect

are

of

reduced

financial

provision on education has led to a lot
of shortages of required items and for
facilities not to cope with the demand.
Hence the quality of the education of
the school child has been critically affected.
The original policy of the Party and
its Government was to provide free
education to all. It was stated that:
there is need to provide
to

those who

are

opportunity

able to take ad-

Small

•4

are

not
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able

2,117,000

68

Pit Latrine

1,540.000

48

Not

1-647.000

52

Acceptable Sanitation

cally, because of few places, especially
at secondary school level,
pupils attended classes in districts other than
their own and had to stay in boarding
accommodation. With the introduction of boarding fees under IMF
programmes,

many

of these pupils

have been faced with

an

additional

cost to an

to

a fall in GDP per
capita. Moreover,
for the low income group, the prices
of food and clothing rose between
150-200% over the 1975 to 1982

to

period. Other major items for low income groups like rent, fuel, and furniture increased in price by about
200%.
While indeed it is recognised that
the causes of malnutrition are multi-

already expensive system in
which parents are now paying for
other items which were previously
provided by the state. In some areas

facted,

the infrastructure has deteriorated to
lowest level.

continuing decline in economic conditions, inflation, deteriorating ruralurban terms of trade and population
increases not accompanied by a
meaningful source of income. The
highest increase in malnutrition have
been reported both in rural and urban
areas. This is because the rapid infla-

Liberalization and Labour

objective remains unfulfilled.
Many of our people remain illiterate.
They have been unable to acquire
skills of reading and writing. Most
children

2,340.000

and have lost their school places. This
is more severe in rural areas. Histori-

their literacy skills.

young

Piped Supply
Unacceptable Supply

SOURCE National Action Committee Report on Conference of the
Zambia
IDWSSO Plan o Action for Water Supply and Sanitation,
April 1984

vantage to acquire or maintain
This

POPULATION

The decontrol of
wage

sidies had their
For

tion

prices, auctioning,

freeze and reduction of subown

consequences.

example, during the 1960s inflawas between 5-8%, the inflation

there

facetors that

are
can

few
be

immediate

identified

as

responsible for increased malnutrition
since the 1970s. These relate

tion

rate

to

the

has caused serious nutrition-

11

r

al

consequences for low income
groups particularly those in squatter
and shanty compounds. The ILO

found out that by 1980, 43% of the
low income group fell below the figure
needed

to

provide

a

basic-needs

budget. At 1984 prices, this figure
to over 60%.
The marked rise in malnutrition

rose

mor-

tality in recent years as well as the fact
that poor nutritional status is implicated as an underlying factor in deaths
attributed to acute respiratory diseases,
measles and other infections makes
this disease the most important health
problem affecting Zambia.
The adjustment policiés did not
only lead to reduction in the purchasing power of the population but also
to a substantial regressive shift in income distribution. The policies to pay
expatriate personnel international
salary rates and the introduction by
bureaucrats and managers of tax free
benefits to try and caution inflation
have widened the gap between the
rich and the poor in Zambia. Hence a
situation has a risen where 21.6% of
the households received 23.5% of all
income, while urban squatter and

shanty dwellers received only

a

third

of the incomes of the urban rich. In-

deed, generally speaking,

between

1973-1988 low income farmers and
low paid workers have experienced
real income losses.
The other negative social consequence of the adjustment policies has
l^en
unemployment. Since 1973
several thousands of people are

without jobs because of the lay-offs introduced by the adjustment policies;
the

depressed situation of wage
employment and high labour force
growth rate. The number of people
employed was highest before the adjustment policies were introduced.
Between 1973 and 1987, however, the
economy has registered a decrease in
the number of people employed in the
wage sector. ITiere were 373,440 in
1973. The number fell to 356,600 by
1987. The falling employment opportunities were in sharp contrast with
the labour force growth rate of over

12

3%

during the same
period. Thus unemployed people have
to struggle to survive given the current
high cost of living. Most of these
people, like other poor people, have
changed their consumption habits.
They usually take one meal a day,
usually of Nshima and vegetables only.
They can not afford fruits, meat, fish,
beans, kapenta and so on, whose
prices have risen beyond their income.
It is

per

now

Zambia

annum

the survival of the richest in
while the majority of the

people are suffering from a serious
acquired income deficiency syndrome
(AIDS).
Political

Implications

tation of such policies as the
decontrol of prices, freezing of wages,
removal of subsidies and public ex-

penditure, devaluation and so on.
Thus the state inevitably had to use
force to induce compliance. This was
done not only through intimidation
and centralization but by an increase
in the use of the police and the army
to control black-marketeering, crime,
strikes and riots. In some incidences
the rights and freedom of individuals
were abused. For
example when the

police and army closed streets and
markets, anybody in there was made
to sit down or line up for hours to be
searched whether they were criminals
or
black-marketeers. Some people

The stabilization policies have also
led to several political implications.
Here we outline the major ones most

have been ill-treated in such operations.
Other incidences accurred when the

commonly noted in Zambia. These

police investigated anybody who took
part in strikes, as is the case with
teachers who were demanding salary

are:

Centralization

of Policy Making

While

theoretically policy and law
making should be done through participatory democracy, we have noted
that most of the policies of restructuring were not nationally debated.
Those people and organizations who
voiced criticisms on these policies
were labelled counter-revolutionary.
In

some cases

intimidation

was

used

encourage
false acceptance.
Another trend is the insistence of the
to

party and its Government that the
legislature is not the final policy

increases. All the teachers were taken
to the police station and some of them
will appear in court for refusing to go
to work. The increased reliance on the
use of force has made it
very difficult
for the state to still talk about par-

ticipatory democracy as found in the
country’s philosophy of humanism.
The argument is that in accepting
these policies the state found itself
operating on a philosophical basis
never before anticipated. This state of
affairs perhaps is not peculiar to Zambia. Most African, Asian and Latin

making body but the central commitWhat has developed, therefore, is
a system where key policies
regarding
the economy are made either in
Washington, Paris or by people who
are not popularly elected.

American states who have tried these
stabilization policies to the extent
Zambia did, tend to develop more
centralization and wtnessed an increase in authoritarianism in order to

Authoritarianism

Instability in the Political System

tee.

of the State

Most of the stabilization policies
that were implemented could not be

implemented with popular acceptance. Hence the only way the state
could do that was to become more
authoritmian. Groups - trade union,

students, the poor and middle income
class greatly resisted the implemen¬
-

implement these policies.
As

centralization and
increased, several
political scenarios were noted. There
was an increase in
open deviance
from organised groups. We noted an
poverty,

authoritarianism

increase in strikes and riots from
those groups fighting against some of
the stabilization policies, for example
the wage

ceiling of 10%. Trade unions
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either went
or

on

strike in open

deviance

increased the number of sit-ins,

negotiation

break-downs

and

in-

creased criticism of state

policy. The
most fierce example of deviance was
when the states removed subsidy on
the

breakfast

meal.

In

November

1986, the Times of Zambia reported
that the government was not

going to
continue subsidizing breakfast meal.
On 15th December 1986, breakfast
meal went up to K82.00 from K36.(X)
for a 50kg bag and from K19.00 to
K4Z70 for a

2^. This decision

sparked riots originally from the Copperbelt and spreading to the Midlands
and then Lusaka. The State sent in the

police and the paramilitary. A number
of people were killed before the riot

ended.
Other people for fear of state action
have just become apathetic to any of
the political issues. Hence more

people

were

feeling that politics

was

for them. These actions generally
a^ected the state of politics in the nation as political instability increased.
not

Participatory democracy appeared to

be turning into "participation in fear".
Most people who criticised the
government were regarded as antipar-

ty and reactionary. Nobody would like
to be labelled

likewise. Hence

they

preferred to keep quiete.
In the process of stabilising the
economy, severe social and political

dislocations have been created. Continned implementation
of these

The State and the

would have made both
long-run governing very difficulty. It was mindful of some of these
social and political consequences that
perhaps the Party and its Government
programmes

short and

decided

to

abandon

the

IMF

programme. This was a bold policy or
else social and political consequences
would have been sufficiently severe to
lead to the undermining of the power
structure in place now. In this regard
those who advocate the IMF stabiliza-

tion policy need to take into account
these detrimental effects or else in the

long-term we will all be dead and
nolrödy will enjoy the long-term
benefits the IMF says
from these programmes.

will

appear

Pauperisation of the Working

Class in Malawi
Johannes Mwandemanga
In twenty four years of independence Malawi’s working class has
been an almost insignificant element
in the country’s political process.
Inevitably critical questions arise
with respect to the specific character
and conditions of the working class in

Malavii. Discussions of the labour

process invariably raise the fundamental issues of the nature of the

relationship between the triad of the
state, capital and labour. Therefore to
unveil the objective conditions and the
subjective propensities of the working
class in Malawi it is imperative that we
allude, in outline, to the historical
development and concrete dimensions of the

dynamics of pieripheral
capitalism.
During the colonial period it was a
cardinal function of the state
cate any

to

eradi-

obstacles to the

process of
accumulation. This process entailed

the expropriation
enhance
settler

of African lands to
and
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corporate

enterprises, the introduction of

taxainduce Africans into wage

Transport and Allied Workers Union,

employment and, where piossible, the
marginal commoditization of peasant
agriculture through cash crop produc-

Union, the Railway Workers and then
the Nyasaland Trade Union Congress
(NTUC) had been organised. The in-

tion

to

tion and the erection of

legislative

an

elaborate

administrative apparatus to meet the demands of
colonial capitalism. It was upon these
structures

and

that

Commercial

and

General Workers

troduction of the Trade Union Ordinnance and the Trades
Dispute and
Settlement Ordinance in 1949 and
1951 and their subsequent amendment in 1952, 1957 and 1959 were

monopolistic
dominated by international
designed to stiffle working class
capital evolved. The appalling and, power and workers’ political activism.
dismal working conditions which
To the despair and dismay of the
colonial
prevailed under the plantation
regime the prescriptive
labour legislation did not register any
economy provoked open hostility,
success.
amongst African workers, manifested
through strike action and covert forms
Dominance of Capital
of protest such as large scale dissertions and sabotage of various types.
It is evidently clear that during the
nationalist struggles the labour moveEventually these types of labour
ment was a crucial if not decisive facprotest galvanised into organised
forms of struggles articulated through
tor in the crusade against colonial
the trade union movement. By the
rule. But once independence was won
1940s
and
the trade unions found it almost imthrough the 1950s,
numerous trade unions, namely the
possible to extricate themselves from
a

economy

13

of capital; the

neo-

colonial state has thus become

more

petty bourgeoisie politics. The neo colonial state proved adept at extend-

as

ing and intensifying the dominance of
capital over labour. Draconian legisla-

exploitative and repressive in as far as
the labour and political questions are

and administrative measures
were instituted to emasculate and deradicalize
the
labour movement.

concerned.
Whatever
internal
obstacles that had inhibited the

tion

Through the trade union legislation
passed in 1%5 strikes were banned
and all Unions were required to affiliate with the Malawi Congress
Party. In addition, trade union leaders
with any tint of radical ideologies

an

organ

growth of an indigenous accumulating
class have been brought within
"manageable" proportions. The state
has actively promoted acquisitive behaviour amongst government and

stated low wage

policy. Government
actively advertises Malawi as a land of
"abundant, cheap and a hard working
labour force". It is also the govern-

objective to support and boost
employers’ organisations such as the
Malawi
Employers
Association,
(MECA), the African Businessmen
Association; (ABA) the Tobacco
ment

Growers Association and the Chamber of Commerce and Industry. The

banned and detained while the
moderates were incorporated into the

were

government and party bureaucracies.

Significantly the famous cabinet political crisis of September 1964 gave the
neo-colonial regime a fine pretext to
terrorise union agitators into submission. Thus the perfidious attacks unleashed on the opposition combined
with the purges which followed had,
by 1966, obliterated the labour movement.

In the aftermath of the political turmoil of 1964 -1966, an elaborate intel-

ligence and security network emerged
for routing out rebels and subversives
who included defiant union leaders.
In the shadow of the security forces,
the Malawi

league,

pioneers and the youth
could ably articulate
cause. Consequently the
driven underground and

no one

the workers
unions were
the Malawi Trade Union cxmgress

(successor to NTUC) has so far been
kept like a moribund shadow of the
pre-independence movement.
The overall strategic impact of the
orchestrated demise of the labour
movement
has been to establish
favourable conditions to broaden the

production capacity and scope for
capital to reproduce itself. To the
fear-striken
workers
and
Malawian people in general,

the

this is
being exhibited as representing a harmony of interest between labour and
capital to secure "sustainable national
economic development".
It is within this development ideology that the the emerging Malawian
comprador bourgeoisie has firmly
held the state to continue developing

14

loan

pseudo MTUC, largely maintained
for propaganda purposes, (the large
majority of workers in Malawi do not
know what it stands for), is closely
kept in the arm-pits of the party; the

farm-

entire executive of MTUC is hand-

privatization of land
through long term leases has been extended throughout the country, and
the elusive labour supply problem has
been eased by the continued taxation
of the peasantry through poll tax and

picked by the MCP.
Notwithstanding the abundance of
labour, employers have not found
workers easy to control and many
agriculture enterprises have had to
continue to rely on colonial tactics of
labour recruitment and exploitation.
It is common practice for government
and party officials to direct poll tax

party bureaucrats through the creation of the necessary

financial arrangements to accelerate investment in
large scale agriculture; indeed parliamentarions have their own
scheme to open up commercial
mg.

Low Wage

Policy

The wholesale

the consolidation of the squatter systern combined with, the government

defaulters and other social destitutes
to an estate owner in need of labour.
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Landless peasants from the South eind
parts of the central region are "actively" encouraged to engage for employment up-country on the tobacco
farms. Working and living conditions
on the estates have remained as atrocious as ever. Without exception no
accommodation is provided on any

tobacco farms; workers are left to
make their own arrangements. The

majority of the estates continue to adhere to the food ration system and
long working hours designed during
the colonial period; a 10 hour work
day is usually the norm. The tea-plantation are notorious for their unrestrained abuse of child labour. The

high literacy rates in the tea growing
areas in the country is in fact a direct
consequence of the need to exploit
cheap child labour. After all what is
required on the plantations is a pool
of cheap docile labour to accomplish
simple tasks. It is not being squeamish
to note that, in general, workers on
the tea and tobacco estates are a
miserable half-starved lot of the poor.

a

widespread practice

(widely referred to

as

retain
as

among
some

squatters

tenants) who

allowed controlled production of
cash crops. The continued existence
and expansion of the squatter system
in which quasi-feudal and capitalist
relations of production are combined
is a clear commentary on the degree
of development of Malawian commercial agriculture and the intensity of
labour exploitation. Squatters are subare

jected to various forms of regimentation and are not allowed independent
production. By various dewous
methods the majority of squatters
never receive any cash payment for
their crops one season after another
and many are in a state of pertual indebtedness.
The
"permanent"
makeshift grass shacks living qutu'ters,
so conspicous on the tobacco estates,
lacking even in basic sanitation, is a

'5
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overcrowded home districts does not

promise

any assured advantages while
continued stay on the estates does not

offer obvious social and economic

gains. Specifically, since the various
tobacco estates and tea plantations
are
developing at different rates,
those estates with more capital for expanded production tend to favour the
transformation of squatters into wage
earners while those with less capital

and obliterated the meagre purchaspower of workers. The minimum
wage earner has to save two days pay
to buy a loaf of bread whereas beef,
milk and fish when available are simp-

ing

ly beyond reach.
There

are numerous

indications of

growing
social
hardships
and
pauperization of the working class.
The need for cheap labour and the
possibilities of labour shortages combined with the lack of housing in
urban

2ireas

has acted

as a

spur to

the

mushrooming of slums and shanty
compounds. The living conditions in
these shanty compounds are as atro-

continue to find the squatter system

cious

working to their economic advantage.

tates in the

It

is the norm in the little daub and wattie structures.
In the face of unpredictable and unreliable sources of livelihood the
slums have become havens for or-

is, as it were, that agrarian
capitalism has not yet created the
necessary conditions for the rural
labour force to reproduce itself as a
fully pledged proletariat.
The attenuated nature of employment in the major urban - based agroprocessing industries and the lack of
government effort at labour stabiliza-

migratory labour system, with its at-

Because of the ever present danger
of losing control over the labour supptobacco farmers to
"recruited"
workers

precarious
predicament because
withdrawing from the estates to their

tion has also tended to entrench the

Squatter System

ly it is

vivid indication of the social degradation of the squatter population.
Thus squatters are caught up in a

tendant

delitorious

effects

on

the

development of the working class.
With an abundant supply of cheap
and docile labour force no eipployer
in Malawi feels obliged to provide the
necessary amenities for an urbanised
wage labour force. So far, basic gains
won by workers elsewhere
in the
Third World, such as workmen’s com-

pensation
schemes,
pensionable
employment and paid annual leave,
still remain

a

farfetched dream for the

majority of Malawian workers.
,

International Capital

In the midst of the current

deepen-

ing economic crisis, the government
has thoroughly sucumbed to IMF and
World Bank orchestrated structural

adjustment

These so
called reforms have, to a large
measure, enabled international capital
to expand and intensify the unbriddied exploitation of Malawian labour.
A combination of price decontrols
and wage freezing has severely eroded
programmes.

as

those obtainable

on

the

es-

countryside; overcrowding

ganised prostitution, crime and the
underworld as exemplified by the
"Commodores" gang in Lilongwe and
the "Team A of criminology" in Blantyre. Crime rates and armed robberies
are approaching alarming levels. The
degree of pauperization is also borne
out by the large number of beggars,
amasikini, roaming the urban areas,
most of whom are regularly rounded
up and temporary kept away by the
security forces only to reappear again.
The problem of malnutrition and the
diseases associated with it

are

reach-

ing crisis proportions; most workers
can hardly afford to feed or clothe
their families and many are tapped in
chronic debts.
The revolting and grim economic
and social conditions of the working

class are finally beginning to reveal
cracks for a simmering social volcano.
Workers’ response, which remained
mute and covert since the immediate

post-independence period, is now
bursting into open hostility. Violence
on estate owners and
managers as
well as wholesale and mass desertion
of labour on the tea plantations and
tobacco
estates
has
become
a

widespread
recounted.

phenomena
to
resisting

Squatters

be
ex-
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ploitation
have
enthusiastically
responded to the growth of the paral-

lei market in tobacco and farm inputs
on the estates.
The state response is predictably vicious as the youth league, pmty officials and the police take turns to
hustle the rebellious workers and

research to determine whether the
1950s and 1960s squatter revolts constituted an independent rural social
movement

launched) is beginning to

system of spoils as patron-client
relations begin to over-lay fundamental class issues and exploitation. For
the middle and top management level
in the Civil Service attendance at the
exclusive and pseudo-famous Civil
Service Club has become a mini -

the plantation of the

campaign trail for those seeking

or

and

squatters. The

of course, preoccuppied with
workers in apartlued South

reappear on

a pivotal point
and radical responses to

the urban workers in Malawi is in part

explicable by the pervasive presence
of security and intelligence networks
these areas and also the various
divisive tactics employed by the state
and employers. The unprecedented
m

for organised
exploitation.

It was also in these same tea plantations during the colonial period, that
the most protracted and militant
strikes and squatter revolts took
a

topic for further

upward spiral in the levels of unemployment and underemployment
has enabled employers to foe and hire
labour at liberty - deOant workers, of
course, become the early victims. Uneipployment has also fuelled the
growth of nepotism arid corruption in
the labour market. The parastatals
and the Public Service Commission
have been forced to comprise their

autonomy as

The Zimbabwe
Cde G. Kanyenze,

Budget does not offer
■1. any fundamental changes from the

rrihe 1988/89

previous budgets. The budget deficit
remains high at 9% of Gross Domestic Product unemployment is acknowledged to be a pressing problem but
no inroads are provided to resolve the
crisis, the workers and peasants
remain highly marinalised as land
reform and the uplifting of their
stand2U’d
of
living
has been
postponed.
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hope of the

growing rural labour militancy being
amplified by the more skilled urban
workers, in the short term at least.
The obvious reticence and docility of

History of Revolt

place. It remains

extension of

Shire Highlands.
There seems to be little

semi-skilled and skilled workers on
these plantations has historically

provided

mere

Plantation Workers has

since been

Ministry of Labour is,
migrant
Africa.
But despite these overwhelming odds
there arc now salient signs of growing
rural labour militancy. This tradition
of labour militancy can be traced to
the collective responses by workers to
the appalling conditions on the
foreign owned tea plantations and the
favourable advantages for mobilization due to the greater concentration
of workers on these enterprises. The
presence of substantial numbers of

a

nationalist political struggles. It must
be little wonder that, once again, the
union (the National Union of Agricul-

tural

strive to carve out and consolidate
their personal clientele. It is becoming
a

favours.
In the parastatals and private sector
it is important to come from some
favoured districts. At another level
the blossoming patronage culture is
buttressed by the dubious stated

government policy, of regional balancing in the public sector labour market,
with all its obvious tribalistic over-

policies rarely solve any
problems but only help to accentuate ethnic chauvinism, thereby
undermining and underdeveloping
working class consciousness and
therefore progressive struggles. In the
final zmalysis urban workers are likely
to see through all these diversionary
and divisive machinations of capital
Such

tones.

critical

and the neo-colonial state and come
to realise the need to combine to advance

their

cause.

"people who matter"

Budget: A ZCTU Perspective
Economist, Zimbabwe Congress of Trade Unions
in

All

all, the budget, being a

budget, reproduces the
status quo. The grossly inequitable
structures inherited at independence the lopsided development which had
an urban bias and the ownership patterns
are reproduced by the budget.
Precisely what is the role of the
budgetary process in economic planning?
The budget must reflect the aspirations of government and indeed the
people of Zimbabwe. The main
standstill

-

development objectives of the First
Five Year Plan, 1986-1990, are rightly
spelt out as follows:
•

Transformation and control of the
economy as

well

as

economic

ex-

pansion;
•

Land reform and efficient utilisa-

tion of land;
•

•

Raising the standard of living of
the entire population and, in particular, the p)easant population;
Enlargement of employment op-
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•

•

portunities
and
manpower
development;
Development of science and technology and;
Maintenance of a correct balance
between the environment and

development.
analysis of the budget must look
at how the budget implements the objectives of the Five Year Plan and serves as an important instrument for the
An

identified in the
Five Year Plan,

second revolution
foreword to the

namely,

the

as

for

"War

Economic

Liberation". The budget should therefore move towards the establishment
of a truly national economy, par-

ticularly given the dominance of multinational
corporations
in
the
economy. The Plan admits that between 1980 and 1983 as much as $3.30
million was remitted abroad in the
form of dividends and profits, clearly

showing that

a

significant proportion

of the wealth created services foreign
interests whilst the the majority of
Zimbabweans are relegated to absolute poverty.
It is the considered

Plan.

Implementation of Plan Objectives

Transformation and Expansion
In the Five Year Plan it is stated
that the economic structure of Zimbabwe still exhibits key features of a
colonial economy.
The budget accepts that the major

problems facing the

economy

are

structural and yet no
reforms are envisaged.

fundamental
This has the
negative tendency of using the budget
to produce and further service the
gross inequalities inherited at independence. The root cause of the
problem is not addressed and
produces a short sighted reaction to
problems such as balance of payment
problems, the budget deficit etc, and
neglect of key structural problems.
The increase in the allocation for state

position of the
Zimbabwe Congress of Trade Unions
that the 1988/89 budget should not be

Minimum

analysed narrowly in isolation from
the objectives and aspirations expressed in the plan. The ZCTU contends that the budgetary process is
clearly operating in isolation from
government policy as defined in the

participation in the private sector
from $52 million to $81 million is a
move
in the right diiection. The

Wage Deveiopment in Zimbabwe; 1980 - June 1988
Real

Government must take an active step
in the productive sectors of the

economy. The buying of shares is in itself a limited exercise which does not

gu2irantee effective government control.
The allocation of $58 million for the

export incentive scheme surpasses allocations

key ministries such as the
Ministry of Labour, at $32 million; the
Ministry of Trade and Commerce, at
$13,9 million, and yet this Ministry
has, the onerous duty of pxilicing price
controls. The Ministry of Community
Development and Women’s Affairs
to

receives $16,68 million and has the

daunting task of enhancing and suppxirting cooperatives.
Cooperatives, and in particular collective cooperatives, were assigned an
important role in the transformation
process and yet the vote for the Ministry of Community and Cooperative
Development was slashed from $20
million. Hitherto, the support ^ven to
cooperatives has been minimal and
hence their inability to make an impact on the overall economic profile
of the country.
The Plan gave

prominence to the
building of deuns and increased use of
irrigation to minimise the negative effects of unpredictable weather patterns. This thrust is not complemented in the budget. Instead, the
vote for the Ministry of Energy and
Water
Resources
was
drastically
reduced from $81,33 million to about
$56,6 million. Most of the cut is related to construction of water supply

Year

Consumer Price Index

1980

100,0

70

Wage $
70,00

1981

115.1

85

75.20

1982

125.2

105

83,

l‘>85

154.1

115

74,64

around $21 million to about $4 mil-

1984

185.2

125

67,50

lion,

1985

200,9

145

71.20

19W>

22*).7

15H

68,7<>

1987

258.5

158

61,17

272.5

182

6f>,84

1988

(June)

CPI
Nominal

*

Nominal

Wage $

Consumer Price Index for the Lower Income Urban Families.

Wage

*

Money Wage Paid to Workers in Commerce and Industry.
Money Wage Deflated for Inflation.

Real Wage =

projects. The allocation for these
projects has been reduced from
a

decline of 81%.

Land Reform

and Land Use

Land reform was one of the rallying
demands of the national democratic
revolution for independence. In an artide on The L^md Question" in the
series From Rhodesia to Zimbabwe

(Mambo Press, 1978) Roger Ridell
succinctly summed up the pattern of
land

distribution

in

colonial

Zim-

X
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babwe

as

$2,3 million this year.

follows:

At the end of 1976, there were ap680,000
African
proximately
farmers and 6,682 European

farmers, so that
European had

on average every
access to one
hundred times as much land as
every African.

Overpopulation

and

overgrazing
alby

The challenge on land
stated in the Plan, thus:

reform is

During the Plan period. Government
will give priority to land reform and
proper land utilization in order to
change the present ownership relations as well as promote proper land
management.

Despite the high priority given to

characterized the poor agro-areas
located for the blacks, as noted

land redistribution in the Plan, the

Riddell:

There is hardly a comprehensive land
reform policy in Zimbabwe and the
constrained redistribution of land

If each African cultivator is to have
enough grazing and arable land to
his family then the Tribal Trust
Lands, as presently constituted, are
able to carry approximately 275,000
cultivators. But in 1977 there

were

already 675,000 cultivators in the
Tribal areas nearly three times the
maximum

number that

can

be

safely carried.
The Plan provides an updated version of the land problem. It states that

approximately 44% of the total land
area is under private ownership and
that this is mainly concentrated in the
regions which have rich soils and a
relatively reliable rainfall pattern.
While approximately 42% of the land
area falls under communal ownership,
this land carries a disproportionate
56% of the population.
The land problem remains un-

budget

this

abandons

challenge.

through the Land Acquisition Act of
1985 is well below the limited targets.

Raising the Standard of Liv’ng

masses. At the centre
objective is the issue of
equity in the distribution of the
benefits of development". It is in this
respect that the budget flagrantly
ne^ects the Plan. Wages in real terms
are at least 4,5% below the 1980 level.

living of the
of this

The table below summarizes the wage

since independence
and industry.

movements
commerce

for

Wages in real terms increased from
1980 and reached

an

all time

basis, is far behind the limited targets.

wage

an estimated cost of over $600 million.
The average annual cost is at least
$120 million, and this compares starkly to the meagre allocation of $2,3 million for land acquisition in the 1988/89

budget. In fact, this allocation was
reduced from $7,2 million last year to
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adjusted or implemented.
The housing crisis has provided a
haven for speculators who now charge
exobitant rents. This is exacerbated by
the transport crisis which has made
life unbearable for commuters who
have to wake up as early as 4.00 a.m.
were never

only to arrive home late. The

gap bethe communal and urban areas
remains wide. The reductions cut in
the allocation for projects related to
tween

supplies, for land resettlement;
supplies;
for community development from $1,12 million to $460,000 and the general absence of a comprehensive development programme for growth points,
all point towards the neglect of the
rural areas and urban development.
The fate of communal areas is gloomy
with the general absence of effective
price control mechanisms in these

the especially rural water
reductions in the grants

areas.

the recent lifting of the price freeze,
inflation will quickly erode the 15%

increase awarded to the lowly
paid workers.
What makes the inflationary spiral a
cause

which

for serious

concern

is the rate at

prices affecting the lowly paid
are rising, much higher than that for
the highly paid. This leads to a
redistribution of income away from
the lower income families, against
government policy of Growth with
Equity. The narrowly sliding wage
scales hardly address the issue of
equity, the poor will become increasingly marginalised and relapse into
absolute poverty. Even the concessions gained from previous medical

These

areas are

characterised

by overcrowding, overgrazing and
ecological degradation.

peak in

slight upturns in 1985 and 1988. With

resettled, is put
at a quarter of the envisaged target by
official estimates. A government official, aimounced in 1986 that a targeted 75,0Q0 families, are envisaged to
be resettled at a rate of 15,000 annually daring the Five Year Plan period, at

$182. Rent controls, which were stipulated at $8 a room in the early 1980s

Employment and Manpower
Development.

1982, and thereafter declined, with

resolved to date. The Lancaster
House land resettlements programme,
based on a willing buyer willing seller
The number of people

wage for commerce and industry,
which is now above the $150 level at

water

The Plan identifies this as "the
central objective, especially as it relates to the uplifting of the standard of
core

services prodded for all those earm'ng
$150.00 and below has not been
reviewed in respect of the minimum

The budget, while accepting that
unemployment has reached critical
proportions, does not squarely address the issue. The unemployment
crisis will not be resolved by granting
concessions to employers but rather
through structural transformation. In
the first place, the reliance on unpredictable weather patterns and cyclical
world market conditions for growth in
the economy makes planning an illusive preoccupation. The present

world

division

of

labour

^hich

our economies producing
materials whose prices are out-

relegated
raw

our control, introduces an uncertainty illustrated by the "Boom-Slump"
growth pattern of the economy. The

side
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1

capital
goods industry is the only way out of
daunting task of creating
the

structural

trade

a

relations that

sustained growth of the
economy. A concerted land reform
progr2imme can make inroads towards
the creation of more jobs.
The Plan assigned cooperatives an
important role in employment promotion. Already capital has indicated its
uncooperativeness in creating more
jobs, seeking as an inducement concessions that further reduce job
security. The deregulation of the
economy by removing price controls,
restoring the immediate right to fire
labour, the removal of minimum
wages have all been cited as prerequisite concessionary measures for
employment promotion. This amounts
to denigrating whatever workers had
hamper

I
'

I

obtained through the Labour Rela-

tions Act and other

legislation and

further entrenching the status quo.
The budget acknowledges the magnitude of the unemployment problem,
but pushes the problem into the future

and fails to

implement the Plan

help towards the creation of a truly
national economy? The budget falters
from implementing the Plan objectives and seems to be moving away
from the Plan in respect of the im-

peratives for socialist transformation.
The

Budget Deficit

budget deficit, which repreof Gross Domestic Product,
is still high considering the Plan target
of 6%. The solution is not cutting on
essential expenditure, particularly expenditure on the provision of basic
services, but rather raising the scope
for higher revenue through government investment in the productive
sectors economy under the Public
Sector Investment Programme. The
financing of the deficit through borrowing postpones the problem into
the future, particularly in view of the
higher interest rates. The magnitude
of the debt problem is well illustrated
in the budget’s concern that foreign
The

sents 9%

debt

risen

had

to

40%

of total

by June 1988 from a
level of 21.9% in June 1980. Foreign
Government debt

targets of creating 144,000 jobs by the
end of the Plan period. The diagnosis

debt tied to loans to

unemployment problem is itself
problematic.
"As long as investment did not pick
up and if there were no significant adjustments in income and labour
policies, the problem of unemploy-

$2,8 billion during the same period.

of the

ment

would continue to surface

symptom of the problems

as a

underlying

the budget
employers’
argument that the crisis is predicted
on low investment levels, prohibitive
incomes and labour policies, the
sooner they are relaxed the brighter
the prospects for employment promotion. Such an approach does not consider the real structural problems,
particularly the heavy reliance of the
economy on rainfall patterns and inthe economy". It seems
makers have bought the

ternational economic relations.

In-

deed, investment levels are low but is
the issue restricted to the investment
can attract more investment but does it resolve the structural

profile? We
foreign

currency

problem
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or

parastatals in-

creased sixfold from $364 million to
It is encouraging that the budget
realised the need to concentrate bor-

rowing

on

projects that generate

and foreign currency, so as to
the situation. Parastatals must

revenue
ease

efficiently to effectively narrow
fund and relieve the
heavy tax burden. Our
revenue sources derive mainly from

run

the subsidy
workers of a
indirect

and

direct taxes

presents little room

and this

for budgetary

manouvre

the tax base does not

consider

the

income

fully

distribution

preceding the tax, as dictated by
owership structures. There is still

the imbalance between rural and
urban areas. The static nature of the
an instrument for the
perpetuation of definite class positions and in this case it strengthens
the position of capital against labour.

budget is itself

The

movement

towards

what

the

budget calls "optimal liberalisation" is
a negation of the need for government
to regulate the economy and raise the
standard of living of the workers and
peasants and create a truly national
economy.

Inflation induced redistribution of
income away from the lowly paid has
the unfortunate tendency of widening
the
incomes gap. The
ordinary
workers find it increasingly difficult to
make ends meet, particularly with the
1980 dollar worth 36 cents. The

general absence of a coordinating
machinery between the ‘national’
budget and the city councils budget
further entrenches the marginalisation
of the majority of our people. What
the national budget does not take
away is taken away in the City Council
budgets. The local authorities hardly
operate within the framework of our
National I’lans. There is need to align
all the budgets with the objectives of
the Plan and ensure complementarity
and unison of purpose within the purview of overall socio-economic planning.
The budget has failed to implement
the Plan objectives and show's signs of
a complete shift towards consolidating
capitalism in Zimbabwe as shown by
the move towards "optimal liberalization" of the economy, reneging on incomes and labour policies, hefty concessions to capital and in particular

from proper-

the $58 million allocation for the ex-

ownership which has been a source

ports incentive scheme and the very
"standstillness" of the budget itself. It

room to

ty

budget continues to reinforce the
inequitable distribution of wealth inherited at independence; it maintains
the

harness

revenue

of "unearned" incomes.
Standstill: In Whose Interest?

The budget can never be standstill
in the interest of everyone, it takes a

is not therefore surprising that a representative of capital described the

budget as "a pleasant surprise".

specific class alignment. In this case.

does it
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INSIDE SOUTH AFRICA

The National

and the great

This is a review article based on the
book: The National Question In
South

Africa edited by Maria Van
Diepen, Zed Books, London, 1988.
The idea of honouring Govan
Mbeki is a noble one and caimot be
faulted by anyone who is in the liberation struggle, irrespective of political
affiliations. When I was telephoned in

days as a South African Professor
at the Institute of Social Studies in

my

The Hague by the anti-apartheid activists in Amsterdam University and
asked if I would support a move to

lobby the university to give an
iionourary doctorate to Govan Mbeki,
my natural reaction was "yes". I could
have remembered that I have some
fundamental differences with the
ANC and am averse to the politics of

anti-apartheid.

But

the

national

liberation movement and its heroes
are not a matter for myopic sectarianism.
This is exactly what has happened in
The

National

Question

in

South

Africa. It has been reduced to a
.propaganda document for the ANC.
Not only are all the contributors, with
the possible exception of two, members of the ANC but most of them

limited

to

are

reproducing standard and

dated official texts of the ANC. The

history of the liberation movement
and the national question starts and
ends with the heroic achievements of
the ANC and the SAPC. Rather than

acknowledge

the

Question", the "Austrain Question"
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debates between Ren-

ner, Bauer, Kautsky, Bernstein, etc.
etc. No reference is made to contem-

African history, with all its
bearing on the national question since
independence.
Naturally, as tendentious as most of

porary

the articles in the volume are, substan-

lively, they

vary.

This is despite the

fact that the members of the ANC had
in fact edited themselves and, thus,
made Maria van Diepen’s editorship
or limited to perfunctory
remarks which could not even address
the issue of the liberalism of the anti-

superfluous

apartheid movement versus the
revolutionary ideals which the liberation movements espouse, including
the ANC. Even so, it does not augur
very well for an engaged social scientist to get tripped over issues such as
"cultural

relativism"

autonomy"

or
"minorities".

social

and

"cultural

versus

statistical

Among other things, this

means

political self-justification by the antiapartheid activists in and outside
South Africa. What we are obliged to
do is to concentrate on those elements
of the ANC self-propaganda which in
our view offer scope
for a wider

.debate

on the national question
South Africa. These include;•

"Colonialism of

a

in

special type"

(CST) by which all the ANC

con-

tributors vow,
•

•

the problem of national liberation
and socialist transformation;
the right of "nations" to self-determination and the demand for "one

country, one
ment-a

of South
•

•

Africa";
nationalism and class in
South Africa;
race,

internationalism

and

the

proletariat revolution in South

that, thematically, we cannot in the
present review refer to any possible

contributions of

other South African groups or movements over the last 70 years, our historical materialists look for inspiration
from the "Polish Question", the "Irish

•

Question in South Africa
Archie

Editor’s Note

-.■•V

people,

one govern-

government of the people

Africa.
These themes

unevenly treated
by the various contributors. Without
question, Joe Slovo takes the cake.
Not only is he aware of the dangers of
relying on European historical
analogies and social definitions in
dealing with Africa, but also never lets
go of his subject, South Africa. On
this, there are some interesting bold
shifts in his presentation, as will be
shown presently. This is in contrast to
Pallo Jordan who seems to be speaking from the tip of his tongue most of
the time and moves as if he is walking
on eggs. Is it because he knows better
but, unlike Slovo, is constrained?
Wolpe, like Jordan, never strays
beyond
the
party
orthodoxies.
However, using the less contentious
academic approach, he manages to
are
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some of the criticisms
from outside the ANC/SACP alliance.
Even then, part of his trick is to set up

respond to
strawmen

will,

as

which he

demolish at

can

will be shown in the review of

the five selected major points.
While all are beholden to the
it is apparent that "colonialism

fought

opposing sides in both
were bickering bitterly
against each other when Verwoed
decided to pull South Africa out of
the Commonwealth.
Finally, the
Britons have never been part of those

World

on

Wars,

nationalism

has

been

all

the way

through a fight for inclusion in the
body polity of the country.
It is in this context that Slovo’s ideas
about the establishment of a unitary
state in South Africa, guaranteeing

Voortrekker monuments and celebrations in Pretoria. This is also true of
the South African Jews, who are

equal rights for all, and rejection of
"multi-nationalism" are startling, for

even a

predominantly English-speaking. The
only form of white nationalism that
can
be
acknowledged with any

document. Strategy and Tactics in the
South African Revolution, which gave

ference between Rhodesia, a great

seriousness

many of the Latin-American states
and even the United States, where
blacks or "reds" are dominated, op-

Afrikaner nationalism. The consensus
among the whites to oppress and exploit blacks did not require of them

pressed and exploited by whites. If the
African experience is anything to go
by, when the colonial question is being
resolved, the colonialists simply go

nationhood but racialism, and for the
Britons to look down upon other
white varieties, British chauvinism suf-

idea,

of

a

special type" is a non<oncept and not
descriptive term. It is unwieldly
and has no analytical value. Judged by
its own terms, there would be no dif-

home. If the alternative to that is

an

"oppressor nation" and an "oppressed
nation" both residing in the same
country, then all whites by virtue of
their superordinate position are op-

and exploiters and the
blacks, the oppressed and the exploited. But would this necessarily
pressors

make a nation of either of the two?
All are inclined to say "yes" (including
the philosopher, Anthony Holiday),
but for Slovo.
In his reply to Neville Alexander’s

critique of the two-nation thesis, Slovo
is bothered and gets engulfed in torturous arguments such as the two-nation thesis does not imply two nations.
What then? According to him, the implicit connotation of two nations in
the CST postulate describes correctly
"the substance of the colonial status of
the blacks" in the post-1910 period.
This does not answer the question of

"nationhood" on either side of the
colour line, and Joe Slovo knows it
too. While Anthony Holiday is happy
to talk about "white nationalism" in
South Africa, it is clear that such
never existed in the history of the

country.
Britons and Boers

language,
nationalist
war

over

control

never

shared

a

and the same
sentiment. They went to
national sovereignty and
culture

over resources

in 1899-1902,
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in

South

Africa

is

ficed. In other words, it was not so
much subjective identities of white
varieties in South Africa which held
them together but their material interests which were rationalised in racist
terms. Nor did they have to be
colonialists of a "special type" to
achieve this. They could have done it
as a well-connected English-speaking

bourgeoisie or as a triumphant
Afrikaner petit-bourgeoisie, both of
which actually happened and both
were

national and not colonial, even

according to the CTS-theorists.
Similarly, the blacks (non-whites)
could not at first have seen themselves
as one nation by virtue of their op-

pression and exploitation. After 1910
drew them together was the
political exclusion and land dispossession of 1913. Consequently, their first

he

was

co-author of the ANC

policy

credence to the idea that the different
African linguistic groups were potential nations and, as such, were entitled
to "self-determination". His rejection
of the idea of "protection of minority

rights"
in
response
to
Gleb
Starushenko’s
recommendations,
while absolutely justified, is contrary
to the provisions for "Coloured" and
"Indian" minorities made in the same
ANC document, which his fellow-contributors still adhere to reverently. Or
is the issue the white minority?
Not

only this, I believe that Slovo
the top when he denies the
of nations or peoples or

goes over

right

nationalities to self-determination for
the sake of the integrity of the state. Is
this not also contingent on the characof the state itself, irrespective of
the OAU declarations. Were not the
same OAU spokesmen split in the
middle over Angola and on the question of the Polisario and Morocco, on
the Chadian debacle? All the same,
ter

we

note, along with Slovo, that
for
secessionism

the

what

tendencies

demands were constitutional or formal in the sense of liberal democratic

regionalism in South Africa are not
one of the problems of the liberation
movement. Blacks, through struggle,
have achieved unity across ethnic

so, they were led by
the educated petit-bourgeois elite
whose invocations despite their hour-

rights. In doing

geois under-pinnings, Pallo Jordan
wishes to resurrect

in the present

epoch when entirely different questions are being posed. The only thing
that could be said that, historically
and in

as

far

as

the South African

petit-bourgeoisie was in its unity not
influenced by what is conventionally
called tribal origins, it planted the
seeds for African nationalism. This

lines.

In

other words,

or

contrarj' to

popular logic such is advanced by
William Pomeroy, nationalism need
not be a product of extant nations but
rather an aspiration, a becoming born
of objective conditions such as racial
or colonial oppression.
Therefore, such a becoming is not a
free-for-all: some are subjects of the
liberatory struggle and some are its
objects. In South Africa whites, as a
prmleged minority, are objects of the
revolution in a double sense. They are
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identified both with racial and with
class oppression. The two are inex-

tricably bound together and thus is
generally acknowledged in all the
recent debates, despite Wolpe’s claim
that there are some "reductionist Marxists" who still separate the two and
treat race as external to class relations. What is at issue at the^ moment
is whether one could be solved,
without solving the other. It is argued,

correctly, that the "two-stage theory"
presupposes this and gives priority to
political rights over class or socialist
demands. The opposing view is that

the two contradictions, which inform
the national question in South Africa,
can be solved simultaneously. In
prac-

tice, this implies

a foreclosure of the
bourgeois democratic stage. Nonetheless, as experience has shown from

Indo-China and China, this is not inwith
compatible
progressive

nationalism.
In
rejecting
Starushenko’s
compromise, Slovo
came closest to this position and thus
cast doubt on the

underlying

assump-

tions of the ANC alliance and

varying pronouncements

on

on

his

the ques-

tion of nationalisation in the first

stage. Is this a volte face or self-

creasingly, black workers are confronting white capitalists. They are,
therefore, committed to fighting on
both fronts. This takes

more

than

simple trade unionism and amorphous
populist fronts to accomplish. The
question then, is are the existing organisations and programmes up to the
task?
The ANC spokesmen/women may,
with equanimity, claim that they are
the
"sole
and
authentic
representatives" of the South African
liberation movement. But judged by
their programme and their revolution-

philosophy, it is apparent that they
liable to challenges from other
revolutionary forces. Adoption of the
Freedom Charter is a hotly debated
issue among the trade unions, including COSATU which is supposed to
have "officially" adopted the Charter.
Those who have been stigmatised as
ary

are

"workerist"

not

are

satisfied

with

slogans about "power sharing" but

me

interested in "wealth sharing" in
future South Africa.
It is true that in the Charter it is
stated that "the people shall share in
the wealth of the country", but it is not
more

specified how. Secondly, the peasants
feature neither in the ANC policy

criticism under rapidly changing conditions?
If what is being debated is prospects
for socialist transformation in South

documents nor in the book under
review. This is an unbelievable omis-

Africa, then it is desirable that, taking

who is

into consideration both the

member of the ANC who

subjective
objective conditions in the
country, its content be clearly defmed
and its subjects clearly identified. It is
and

obvious that white workers are committed to a vulgar praxis and, to

protect their short-term interests, will
fight for the white national hourgeoisie and white privilege in general.
This means that, if in the twenties the
blacks were the problem of the working class movement because of their
or lack of commitment, it is
the white workers who are now the

"rawness"

supreme problem of
On the other hand,

the revolution.
the blacks

are

conunitted to the overthrow of white
supremacy
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and racial exploitation. In¬

sion, given the fact that Govan Mbeki
being honoured was the only
ever

raised

seriously the peasant question, deriving from his experience in the
Transkei. This might have thrown into
relief Tessa Marcus’ contribution
which is more on the plight of peasant
than anything else but makes
mistake of equating general

women

the

categories such

as

the national ques-

tion with vertical

categories such as
the emanicipation of women in
general.
The Freedom Charter has nothing
to say on the peasantAvorker alliance
in South Africa. Yet this is a force
whose potency was at least recognised

"Trotskyites" and "workerists" are concemed about the role of big capital
cmd international monopolies in the
transitional period. Once again, the
ANC is vaciliating on this question
and the reasons are obvious, if it is
committed to a bourgeois solution.
Finally, while so many of the contributors

to

the volume under review

happy to refer to something called
"proletarian internationalism" of the
Third International, they are not
about to say what happened to the
Fourth International and contemplate
its implications in the* light of historical experience in China and Indoare

China. There, the socialist revolution
fused with a strong nationalist

was

spirit. Did this signal the end of the
proletarian internationalism of the
Third International and the inauguration of the policy of "socialism in one
country". If not, how is the cessation
of fraternal ties among communist
parties the world over and the
withdrawal of the Europ)ean ones into
their national

arenas

and leave the

stage to their national states to make
break alliance with
liberation movements
or

revolutionary
to

be

inter-

preted?
In the circumstances,
nationalism in the south be

might not
a

reaction

increasing nationalism in the north,
whether capitalist or socialist? If there
is any semblance left of the interto

nationalism of the Third International, then it would be clear that any

compromise with the national hourgeoisie and imperialism would be a
betrayal. If this is no longer applicable, then our authors should tell
us more clearly what their new version
of internationalism is about. If any

headway is to be made on the national
question in South Africa, some of
these questions have to be answered
unambiguously. There is every reason
to belive that The National question in
South Africa has, in fact, failed to do
this.

by the Comintern in the early 1930s.
Finally, those who have been called
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ZIMBABWE DEBATE

Student Consciousness at the

University of Zimbabwe

Munoda Mararike
The unfolding of political events in
the country, ranging from unity to
economic decline and corruption,
have to a large extent shaped student

politics at the University of Zimbabwe. As a consequence, the level of
student political consciousness has
improved, remarkably particularly
during the past year.
The first General Meeting of the
students this year was

characterised
by a marked tendency not only to
criticise the administration, but the
government in general. The General
Meeting culminated in a peaceful sitin and a nine point set of demands
which was presented to the administration.
Students in the past had been insensitive to the problems of shortages of

books, the accommodation crisis and
the transport problem to mention just
a few areas. This was a notable turn-

ing point - for the first time since independence the administration knew
that students

were

aware

of these

problems and that they required urgent attention.
There was a general concern about
the Leadership Code which students
felt had been trampled upon. While
students
the
appreciated
government’s call for minsters not to
amass wealth at the expense of the
povo, they generally felt that no conCrete efforts had been made to curb

the infectious disease. These corrupt
tendencies actually nullify the Code,
and although the President has

repeatedly mentioned this voracious
tendency, no disciplinary action has
been taken
if an^hing, the culprits
-
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be
This led

seem to

protected.
to

the Students Union in-

viting ministers and top government
officials to come and explain but most
refused. Only one minister promised
to "go and research and bring back
the results", but subsequently we have
heard from the minister.
The students have also begun to

never

participate enthusiastically in international politics. The Commemoration
of Sharpeville Massacre was well attended with poetry readings, speeches
and traditional dances. On Workers

Day (May 1), the evening gala involved workers and official from
Zimbabwe Congress of Trade Union.
When the Americans, gunned down
the Iranian aeroplane killing 298 passengers aboard, students and workers
marched into town in a peaceful
demonstration to express their anger
and solidarity with the victims of this

cowardly act. Together with the struggling people of South Africa and the
international community the students
commemorated the 70th anniversary
of Cde Mandela by marching to the
symbolic African Unity Square. As we
go to press, students are busy preparing for the commemoration of Dambudzo Marechera, another hero who
contributed tremendously to Zimbabwean literature.
A lot of activities have been held on
campus this year including seminar
programmes and poetry galas. Distin-

guished scholars like Professor Issa
Shiyji (Tanzania), Professor Masipula
Siihole, Cde N. G. Mathema, Professor Micere Mugo, Dr. Ibbo Mandaza,
Cde S. Gutto and Cde K. Makamure
have featured on the academic plat¬

forms

organised by the Students
Representative Council (SRC).
Through the SRC the students have
fought hard to retrieve their freedom
of speech by reclaiming Focus, the
student
magazine.
Two
other
magazines have also been published the Society For African Studies Journal
and the Women Undergraduate Students Magazine (WUSA). These contain critical articles on political
economy, capitalism, corruption and
nepotism.
The W.U.SA.., championed by the
only lady in the SRC - Miriam
has re^stered conJabangwe
siderable

success.

aims

This anti-feminist

other things to
promote women’s participation in all
aspects of campus life - culturally,
group

among

politically and socially. The group also
provides counselling in matters related to students welfare. Although
this is an embryonic organisation, it
has the potential to grow with the participation and consciousness of female
students.
The Society

for Modern Scientific
Thought has been organising debating
platforms on current affairs. It has
helped many students to understand
and grasp the problems of socialism,
capitalism and class conflict. The
Political Science Student Association
has also ushered in a new era for student politics on campus - inviting
academics for debates and seminars.

Although the present SRC has actively sought to conscientise students,
much credit must be given to the students themselves who have shown initiative and have been receptive to
new ideas.
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FROM OUR CORRESPONDENTS

Letter from West Africa:

People

are

not Mushrooms

Thandika Mkandawire
The major streets, avenues and
boulevards of Dakar, the capital of
this often drought-stricken Sahelian
^

Senegal, are rather incongruously
lined by evergreen trees that are quite
obviously the pride of the fathers of
the city. Proper gardening requires
that these trees are regularly trimmed
during the dry months before the uncertain arrival of rains. And

so

at

regular intervals the streets of Dakar
! are ritually disrobed to reveal all the
scars and warts concealed by the
greenery. Suddenly, the streets are
Utered with cut down branches and
are lined by rather grotesque stumps
and torsos of trees. This process takes

place with such regularity that one
does not pay much attention to it and
I

I

that under normal times
neither do most Dakarois. Times have
not been normal lately in Senegal.
Months after the elections on 28th
am

sure

February the country has been under
state of emergency and only
recently did the state lift the curfew
imposed on Dakar.
the

In

these abnormal times, normal

things take

entirely dift^erent form.
And so the trinuning and felling of
trees was seen not as normal gardening by city authorities but as a
veritable
security
operation.
Widespread rumour had it that the
operation was intended to facilitate
the landing of helicopters and aerial
an

surveillance of demonstrators.
This was public interpretation and
the longer the reticence of the state
about the emergency and curfew and
the security situation in general the
wilder the public interpretations of
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the events.
It should be

was

remains

from blacks and

pointed out that this
speculative turn in the interpretation
of a ritualistic trimming of tree« took
place in a country where the press still
of the freest in Africa
even under the state of
emergency.
The second story is much closer to
home.Sometime in the seventies there
was a

ders in

one

spate of rather macabre mur-

Blantyre. In the absence of any

comment

from the

state on what was

clearly causing mass hysteria, the
popular understanding was that the
corpses had been drained of all blood
and had their hearts removed.
Simultaneous with these mysterious
murders were two significant events.

First,

was

construction

the

of

Malawi’s capital with South Africa’s
financial assistance. Now, one of the
most salient features of the Malawian

struggle for independence was its implacable opposition to the attempts to
spread, through the Federation of
Rhodesia and Nyasaland, the racist
of Rhodesia and South
Africa. Banda personally symbolised
that resistance to the encroachment of
South
Africa.
His
turn-about
demanded a lot of explanation which,
structures

alas, was not forthcoming. For most
Malawians, links with South Africa

something close to the proverbial
"dining with the devil".
Second, Dr. Banard, the South
African heart surgeon, was engaged in
epoch-making heart transplant experiwas

ments in South Africa. The news of
the operations was widely disseminated. Word had it that one of the

major constraints

on

the experiments

lack of suitable hearts. Facts had
it that racist South Africa did not forbid the transplants of black’s hearts to
white patients. Indeed the first hearts

by

came,

some

ghastly coincidence,
given to White

were

patients.
The "public mind", denied any information about the actual financing of
the capital and the investigations
about the ritual murders, immediately
went to

in the

work to fill in the blank spots

picture and

came up

with the

conclusion that the Government of
Malawi was exporting blood and
hearts to South Africa to meet the
demands for hearts there in return for
loans and grants to pay for the construction of the new capital in Malawi.
There were two politically poignant

points about the public’s perception:
first, that the South African
ment

was

"black hearts" to

and,

govern-

quite capable of buying
save

white bodies

frighteningly that the
government of Malawi was, if you will
permit the pun, so heartless as to sell
even more

the hearts of its people.
It is not necessary that such a tale
be true. What is politically salient is
that civil society is so alienated from
the state that it believes that the state
is capable of the most draconian trade

deals. Such

a

belief undermines the

legitimacy of any state and Banda,
generally aloof about such
things, was compelled to deny this
particular rumour publicly and was
forced to lay blame of the whole sordid affair on a senior party official
who is

whose fate still remains a mystery.
The third story also comes from
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West Africa. Last year I visited a West
Africa republic wUch was celebrating
its ten years of "peace and prosperity"
under its "dynamic" military leader.
To commemorate this eventful day,
the national breweries had graced the
beer bottle labels with the picture of
the president and slogans about the
nation’s prosperity under his leader-

ship. I

thou^t the beer

bottle was
superb political souvenir of the country and so I
bought one to take with me.
At the airport, I went through a customs and security check. The security
officers found the bottle in my handbag and asked me why I was taking
the bottle out of the country. I said it
was a good souvenir of the
country’s
"prosperity and stability" during the
last ten years. The officer, seemingly
not persuaded by my explanation,
took the bottle from my bag and
methodically proceeded to remove
cute and would make a

■

the label from the bottle. He then
returned the unlabelled bottle to me
and said, "I don’t believe you want to
take this bottle as a souvenir of our

broadcasts to know what is happening
in their own countries.
Universities are muzzled, scholars
incarcerated or banished, books are
banned and in a most cynical use of
the "forex" enmeh, bookshops are allowed to wilt to save the censors the
trouble of having to go through so
much reading material.
The moral of the three tales above
is that human beings are not mushrooms and that when the human mind
is denied access to information it will
seek to feel the dark spots with ob-

jects that

may

be

more

embarrassing

that those that authorities may

sought to conceal. Indeed in this era
of the information explosion, the
pathetic attempts by states to block
the flow of information, makes
sycophancy probably the single most
deadly enemy of the states’ legitimacy
and credibility.
If in the past the notion of Africa as
a "Dark Continent" was a measure of
racist Europe’s ignorance of us, it is
now in the process of
becoming a

country. You want to go and make fun
of our country". As he handed me
back the unlatched bottle, he was at

pains to suppress laughter.
Mushroom growers claim that
mushrooms grow best when fed
bullshit and kept in the dark. A
depressingly large number of African
as if they subscribed to a
Mushroom Theory of Information keeping their people in the dark and
feeding them bullshit.
The arguments for such information
(or rather non-information) policy
often evolve around the much abused
need
for
national
unity and

stability.and the need to avoid flows of
information that might undermine the
credibility legitimacy of the state.
Often the

outcome

of this is that

sycophancy dominates the media and
in the worst cases, the perpetrators of
the Big Lie become themselves vietims of their mendacity to the extent
that even they must listen to foreign
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How many of us have had to
whisper to each other as "top state
secrets" affairs things that were banal
news on foreign radio stations? How
many of us have had to learn of the
terrible plight of the millions of our
starving brothers and sisters through
foreign media months after everyone

else knew and after countless lives
have been unnecessarily lost simply
because
somebody
in
charge

preferred to treat people like mushrooms?

And, quite frimkly, the African
people have for too long been kept in
the dark
first by pre-colonial
obscurantism, then by colonial mystification and now by post-independence mendacity and censorship.
To ever hope to build a vibrant and
dynamic civilization with a population
treated as mushrooms is reprehensible self-deception.
-

CALESTOUS JUMA

THE

great

states behave

have

measure of Africa’s ignorance of itself
when compared to how much the
world is getting to know about us.
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LONRHO, PART OF THE STRENGTH
OF ZIMRABWE
I
Lonrho's great

strength lies in its ability to create much needed foreign
exchange, notably through exports but also by way of import substitutions.
The diversity of its many activities enable Lonrho to make a
n^ajor impact on
Zimbabwe's economy.

Among the most prominent of Lonrho's currency earners

are:-

MINING IN ZIMBABWE
gold,and constant

t

Lonrho produces over one third of the Nation's
investment enables the Company to look forward to

increased output in the

future.

THE WATTLE COMPANY LIMITED
Z$ll million

58 000

exports of wattle extract and coffee.

LONBHO RANCHING OPERATIONS
— helping the C.S.C.'s beef export drive.

prime cattle on six ranches

DAVID WHITEHEAD TEXTILES LTD.
Exported over ZS16 million worth of products in 1987

LONRHO MOTOR INDUSTRIES LTD.
Assemblers of commercial vehicles and

agricultural tractors. Manufacturers of
and parts.

vehicle components
Our purpose —

self sufficiency in Zimbabwe through development and
improved technology.

LONRHO
PART OF THE STRENGTH
or ZIMBABWE

LONRHO
ZIMBABWE
LINTAS: WORLDWIDE 8062

J
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CONFERENCES

Extraordinary Congress of the Zimbabwe Congress of Trade
Unions (30-31 July 1988, Gweru)

S. Nzombe and S. Gutto

In order to

fully understand the
proceedings of the
recent Extraordinary Congress of the
Zimbabwe Congress of Trade Unions
(ZCTU) held in Gweru, it is imporcontent

of the

tant to bear in mind the social and

economic context in udiich it was held.
In this connection we feel no one can
do it better than the President of the
ZCTU Cde J.Mtandane, vdio in his

report said:
The overall position of the worker
in the present socio-ecotwmic set-

ting has deteriorated. In the first
place, the economy still serves the
interests
of a minority. Our
economy is foreign controlled and
we

do not have economic inde-

pendence. The colonial ctqritalist
structures we inherited still deter-

mine the economic position of
workers in their historically rruir-

pnalised positions, and the spectre
of more and more workers relapsing into poverty is evident Inflation
continues to redistribute inctme

against the lowly paid, thus widening the incomes gap against
Government policy of Growth with
Equity. Basic necessities cannot be
afforded at current prices, and this
is exacerbated by the housing crisis,

transport crisis, unemployment
crisis; all in all, its a system in crisis
and the deeper the crisis the more
vulnerable the workers become.
...The Zimbabwean economy as

presently constituted is not in ironsition to socialism. We must figfit

for real transformation and not

28

dl

more

adjustment

was

naturaUy bound to affect the

mood of the Congress and the resultant resolutions of the Congress.

Imperialist Forces at the Congress
The role of imperialist forces in the
trade union movement in Zimbabwe
is not a new one. After all the mere
fact that the economy is capitalist and
is dominated by international finance

capital via the agency of transnational
corporations makes the employers
resident representatives of imperialist
interest. What we are discussing here
however, is the role the special agents
of international finance capital vi^ch
specialise in subverting working class
revolutionary politics, such as the Intemational Confederation of free
Trade Unions (ICFTU), were involvedin.
A brief background may be necessary. The role of the ICFIU has been
to confine trade unions to economic

struggles within capitalism. To this
end it is opposed to revolutionary
trade unionism along socialist lines
which enjoins the trade unions to
struggle for economic and social improvement if the conditions of the
working class while combining this
with politicisation of the workers to
realize their mission

of Industrial Organisations
(AFL-CIO) in Zimbabwe dates back
to the colonial period. The two played
a major role in dividing the trade

gress

This probably explains the tension
which has been observed, between the
ZCTU and Government. This context

as

the natiual

grave-diggers of capitalism. The role
of ICFTU in collaboration with the
American Federation of Labour Con¬

unions in colonial Zimbabwe and

reducing their involvement with the
national liberation movement. Barry
Cohen’s article, "The CIA and
African Trade Unions" published in
the book: Dirty Work: Hie CIA in
Africa

(1980) clearly bring this out.

The government’s National Trade
Union Survey in Zimbabwe, (1984)
also underscored this fact. Since mde-

pendence the AFL-CIO worked in
Zimbabwe
Afrothrough
the
American Labour Centre AALC,
i^ch provides a tactical advantage
since it is able to play on "black-consdousness" ideology.
In

Gweru, the ICFTU and AALC

only came as observers, they
provided the financial back-up for the
Congress, i^ch may not be bad m itself. The dangerous part is that such
assistance was used as a leverage in
pushing some liberal, anti-socialist
elements for election to the leadership
not

in the trade union movement. Hotel

bookings for delegates were manipulated to make tlm possible. Unfortunately for these reactionary forces
most of those they had put their hopes
on were rejected at the electrons. This
was a major victory for the trade
union movement in Zimbabwe.
It was not only the AALC and the
ICFTU that were involved. The
Frierich Ebert Foundation was also
involved. The latter funds a lot of
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educational programmes for the trade
union movement. This gives the Foundation a lot of room to decide on the

though the foundation,
ideolo^cally, leans towards social

is that they were, only added to
fear felt by many delegates about
attitude of government.

content even

democracy.
I

The State and the Trade Union
Although the Minister for Labour,
Manpower Plaiming and Social Weifare, John Nkomo, and his deputy,
Hebert Mahlaba, made belated representation of govenunent possible, the
government generally showed its hostility to the trade union movement.
The two were quick to demand of the

I

should not
and that in-

stead they should give "constructive

suggestions" to govenunent. The
i leadership of the 2XTU threw back
the same challenge to government and
asked the government to give "constructive suggestions" and not only
"negative criticisms".
llie state
extent

representatives were to an
in asking the trade

correct

union to clean its administrative systern and to stamp out corruption.
What they failed to do was to put this
in a general context to show that cor-

ruption is also a problem in government. Singling out trade unions for
moral verbal
score

was

delegates

as

chastisement

on

this

interpreted by many
a sign of hostility to the

workers’ movement.
The representatives

of the state also
pointed out that they will hence
monitor and vet financisil and material
donations from outside. This 'could
have been laudable given the subver-

potentially subversive role of
revolutionary
militancy mentioned above.
However, the spirit in which it was
declared sounded very punitive and
authoritarian. Perhaps this was just a
question of style but whatever it was,
it gave the impression that the govern-

sive

or

enemies of workmg class

ment was out to

kill trade unionism.

This coupled with the unfair condemnation that no audited financial statements were

presented when the truth
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Union for Civil Servants

Another controversial area vvhere
there were divergent and contradic-

tory positions between the ZCTU and
the state revolved around the ongoing

Movement

trade Unions that they
"criticise” the government

the
the

movement among

the lower ranks of
to convert

African Trade Unions,
tional
Confederation

expressed solidarity with the Zimbabworking dass.
Review of Work

The proceedings reviewed the work
of the movement since the last Congress
a

This does not ms^e trade
political parties that can challenge Uie authority of government
with a view to taking over state power.
Besides, it is the government workers
unions

who have initiated the move and not
the ZCTU. We sincerely belief that
these conceptual and theoretical

misunderstandings will be debated
frankly and ope^y without using the
power of the state to impose decisions
form above.
Some useful and positive ideas were
also made by government. The most

important perhaps is that of allowing
the check-off system which, when implemented, should strengthen the
trade union movement by redudng
their reliance on charity.
Like any organized gathering of the
working class there was a lot of internationalist solidarity which was extended by the working dass of other
countries. The trade union movein Bulgaria, Cuba, Czechos-

ments

lovakia, Yugoslavia, the Soviet Union,
South Africa, Palestine, German
Democratic Republic, the United
States and others expressed support
and sdidarity with the Congress.

Similarly the world Federation of
Trade Union, the Organisation of

Trade

wean

dieir association into a trade union
and to affiliate to the ZCTU for ad-

vancement.

of

Unions, the Commonwealth Labour
Council, COSATU and SATUC all

government employees

vocating this trend and claimed that
this amounted to a challenge to
government authority! Theoretically,
die government position is reaUy untenable. The working class as a class
have the right to mobilise and fight for
their economic and social rights
whether they be employed by private
capitalists or the state. They also can
use their political and ideological ad-

the Interna-

and also received and discussed

number of reports. There was a lot
of self-criticism and, most important,
a burning desire to more forward and
correct previous errors particularly
those assodated with the secretariat
which was crippled by the absence of
a full time Secretary General. There
also a strong desire to professionalise the work and outlook of the
movement in keeping with the new
demands on it and to match the status
of employers organisations. It is interwas

esting to note that inspite of the
ideolo^cal differences that exist between the different unions they were
all united and unanimous in their selfcriticism of the movement and in their
determination to forget the past and

forge ahead to built a strong and independent labour movement wfrich is
going to rally the working class in
economic struggles and to support
sodalist transformation. Isues discused included the proposed Labour

College, ammendments to the Labour
Relations Act, the proposed Soda!
Security Scheme, the financial reports
and respects of the movement, the
divisions of the trade unions in

some

industries, the research, legal and
educational activities of the movement. May Day organisation, among

thin^.

other
It is interesting to note that on the
labour College, it was disclosed that
the only reason why progress has not
been as much as
is because
of the strings which imperialist

expect^

quarters are attaching to their support. For example, they have gone so
far as to suggest giving all the possible
assistance provided they
first principal and a
educators for a period

appoint the
number of
of

up to

S
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years. This will definitely compromise
the independence of the labour movement and will also seriously undermine its Mandst-Leninist
ideology.

•

ship Code and \^o call for the
•

The
resolutions
made
clearly
showed a labour movement which

•

•

reaffirmation
of
Marxism
Leninism
as
the
giuiding

philosophy of the ZCTU,
strengthening the labour movement in view of it being currently
under attack from right wing
politicians. Some delegates expressed reservations about the
ideological position of AATU
even
though they support its

ideals and believe we should
tinue our memberslup,
•

•

•

prove
•

•

•

conditions of employment,

reaffirmation of the non aligned
and anti-imperialist polides of the
labour movement,

support
for the oppressed
throughout the world.
reaffirmation of the ZCTU sup-

port for the national liberation
movement in

Namibia, Palestine,

South Africa,.
•

support current efforts by the
Soviet

,

Union' and the United

States to reduce nuclear weapons
and to reaffirm support for peace

and disarmament

democratisation of land reform
and confiscation of unused land.

%

peg^ng the minimum wage to the
poverty datum line,
ur^ng the government to ratify
those ILO Convention which im-

sdentific socialist lines,

•

liberalisation of the economy,
reduction of the salaries of Ministers and senior government offi-

dais.

con-

urging government to stop readjusting the inherited capitalist
economy but to transform it along

social

in Parliament who expose
current violations of the Leader-

ments

Resolutions Made

though in its infancy and is experiencing many problems, is determined to
struggle, lliey related to:

support for those progressive ele-

important

as

and

cultural

needs

of

society in general.
If there is anything which clearly
manifested the desire

to move

for-

ward, it was the elections. Of the old
office bearers, only the President, the
Treasurer and one of the Assistant
General Secretaries were re-elected.
The others (and they were seven of

them)

were new

and

are a

symbol of

the new thrust. From our knowledge
of those elected to lead the movement
we are confident that a new era is

opening for the ZCTU and we think
they
need every possible assistance &om the progressive intellectuals. The political cä^bre and the integrity of the majority in the new
leadership is indeed a cause for hope
and optimism that the labour movement will maintain its independence,
deepen the content of its militancy,
and extend the scope of its activities.
All in

all, the Congress produced

contradictions which will have to
be solved in practice, through stnignew

gle. After all, such is the dialectic of
change and development.

steps in improving the resources

avaiilable for providing economic
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Reply to Nahas Angula
Peter H.
I am writing to respond to Nahas
Angola’s near hysterical review of my
book, A History of Resistance in
Namibia, (published by James Currey,
London, UNESCO, Paris and OAU,
Addis Ababa, 1988).
The book traces the history of the
resistance of the people of Namibia,
by examining its various stages, from
the primary resistance against colonial

rule to the contemporary

armed
shows

fully fledged
struggle. In this way, the book
how

successive

Katjavivi
in response to pressure on grazing lands
and
water
supplies in southern
Namibia (p. 3-4).

Furthermore, my perception of conflict since the formal colonisation of
Namibia is based on an examination
of the people’s resistance to colonial
rule. Thus, I see the rise of the contemporary liberation movement, led

the culmination of the
tradition of resistance to foreign rule.

by SWAPO,

as

tance.

Peter H. Katjavivi

reviewer

however, accused by

your

of

projecting a tribal
perspective, depicting Namibia "as a
country of confrontation between
tribes and chiefs; wars and resistance;

m

creasing trade and contact with
Europeans. Thus the miration of the
Orlatns

north

into

Namibia at the

beginning of the nineteenth century was
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Instead, he

for objectivity and restrain
allowing what seems to
animosity to colour his
judgement.
What is it that Angula objects to so
strongly? Does he reject the idea of a
continuing pattern of resistance by the
Namibian people? Can he not accept
the significance of the historical buildup of different forces, that have cul-

%

between
indigenous
Namibian
societies in the period up to the 1980s
is centred on the following statements:
These were not static societies exist-

these societies interacted with external
stimuli for change, in the fomi of in-

written.

generalised and personal at-

himself from
be personal

review.

product of wider socio-economic
changes. The internal dynamics of

have

tion, Angula would have a greater

My approach to the issue of conflict

the

I

respect

This is just not so, and it makes one
wonder whether Angula has actually

ing in a fixed form fro hundreds of
years. Nor did they always peacefully
co-exist. But conflict did not always run
on ethnic lines as some colonial writers
would have us believe. Rather, it vvoj

reviewer, however, does not
book. He

tacks. This does not further the aims
of the Namibian liberation movement
or
of Namibian historiography. I
would have thought that, as the current SWAPO Secretary for Educa-

■

whites and blacks and East and West".

read the book he purports to

Your

deal with the contents of my

resorts to

of R^istance

am,

ture.

what

and South African colonial rule.

It thereby places the contemporary
opposition to foreign rule in the context of an ongoing pattern of resisI

foreign rule that has been denied
them under the occupying South
African regime. I welcome comments
and reviews of the book, especially
from fellow Namibians, as part of the
process of debate and scholarship that
will extend our own understanding of
our past, and thus arm us for the fu-

presents no alternative interpretation
of Namibia and no facts to dispute

Namibian

generations have resisted both German

result of this research, and was
motivated by a desire to provide
Namibians with historical information
on
their own proud resistance to

minated
Different communities have resisted

foreign rule in different
different times
hundred years.

over

ways

and at

the past one

However, SWAPO has
brought together all communities and
all sections of Namibian society striving for a common objective - national
independence. How can this be
depicted as a tribalistic view?
After serving for over 20 years as an
official of SWAPO, I took time off
from my party responsibilities to study
Namibian history. My book is one

in

the

formation

and

development of SWAPO? Would he
seek to suggest the SWAPO arose
from
a
passive and unformed
Namibian population, suddenly perceiving all from some "correct" political perspective? If he finds my interpretation of the history of Namibian
resistance
so
unpalatable, one
wonders what Angola’s alternative
view is? Let us have a proper debate,
not unspecified attacks which he
presumes have the support of the
Namibian people.
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The Pan-African Liberation
multi-disciplinary educational and cultural publication which focuses on the African World. It is
concerned with analysis, debate and dialogue in the
development of progressive and liberatory ideas through
the integration of race, gender and class perspectives.

Pal-Platform is

Aims and

Call For

a

Objectives

Our aim is, through a platform controlled by Africans, to
contribute towards the development ofideas for a progressive transformation and self-reliant development of the
African world and to confront and challenge isolationist
tendencies in the growth of ideas by:
•

inviting the viewpoints of those committed to the
development of progressive and liberatory ideas.

•

providing information on current theoretical
developments in Africa and outside Africa, through
extensive review and summary of books published in

As

a

(PAL) Platform
Books/Joumals/Magazines

major section of the journal will be devoted to Book

Review, Book Summary and Book News, we call for review

copies from publishers, distributors and individuals.
Where possible, we would like more than one copy, in
order to encourage the necessary dialogue that we are
aiming for.
Pal-Platform Will be published Jan, April, Aug, Dec

Manuscripts to: The Editor,
Pal-Platform,
111 Moray Road,
London N4
U.K.

3Lb,

Subscriptions and Donations to: Pal-Platform,
lllB Moray Road
London N4 3LB,
U.K.

Africa and outside Africa.
•

reporting on current researches and conferences.

•

advertising new creative writings from Africa.
advertising research projects and funding agencies.

•

Editorial
•

•

Subscription Rates ( + PP)
Annual
Individuals £8
Institutions £12

Policy

Pal-Platform readily welcomes radical and

Single Copies
£2

£3

con-

troversial views and engagements.

THE PAN-AFRICAN LIBERATION PLATFORM

Views expressed in articles in Pal-Platform remain
the sole responsibility of their authors and not those

Vol I No IJan 1989

of the editors.
•

CONTENTS

Articles

published in Pal-Platform may not be
reproduced elsewhere without the written permis-

Essay/Articles

sion of their authors.
•

African Studies

We will

acknowledge receipt of manuscripts, but cannot return them, unless accompanied by a stamped,
self-addressed envelope or international pre-paid envelope.

Today

Development Dialogue
Reports - Research, Conferences
Interviews/Conversations

Call For Contribution

Dialogues - Taking Issue

copies of manuscripts - typed, double-spaced and
well margined - should mclude a brief autobiographical
note. Maximum length of 10,000 words for articles, 5,000
words for book summary, short quotes. Photographs
Two

Grassroots Voice

Black Women Editorial

should be in black and white.

African

Call For Donations/

Archeology, Antiquity, Culture

Subscriptions/ Sponsorship

Literature

Pal-Platform is run as a charity. We therefore request
donations, sponsorship and subscriptions to be taken on
behalf of libraries, institutions of higher learning, organisations and individuals in Africa who cannot get

change.
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Heritage Reclaim-

Review, Summary, Quotes
Bullentin

foreign exAn

-

Ads, News

Independent Quarterly Forum Of Progressive And
Liberatory ideas
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CODESRIA BOOK SERIES
1

Rweyemamu, J. F. (ed. 1981): Industrialization and Income Distribution in Africa (Engliih)
227 pages. 10 US$ = 3.500 FCFA.
-

Yachir, F. (ed. 1981): Technology and Industrialization in Africa (French &

10 US$

pages.

Nnoli, Okwudiba, (ed. 1982): Path to Nigerian Development (English)
=

English)

332

—

264 pages — 10 US$

3.500 FCFA.

CODESRIA/ICJ, (ed. 1983): Development and Legal Services in Africa (English)
-

-

3.500 FCFA.

=

-

168

pages

5 US$.

CODESRIA/ICJ (ed. 1983): Developpement et
5 US$.

Services Juridiques

en

Xfrique (Francais)

-

Thiombiano, T. (ed. 1984): L’Enclave Industrielle: La Societe Sucriere de Haute Volta (French)
-

192 pages

-

2.500 FCFA.

NEW RELEASE

Ndongko, W. A., (ed. 1985): Economic Cooperation and Integration in Africa (English)
- 10 US$ = 3.500 FCFA.

-

344 pages

Shivji, 1. G. (ed. 1986): The State and the Working People in Tanzania (English)
-

10 US$

=

3.500 FCFA.

-

194 pages

'

(English)

-

430

Jemai, H., (ed. 1987): Population et Developpement en Afrique (French & English)

-

389

Mandaza, 1., (ed. 1987): Zimbabwe: The Political Economy of Transition
pages -

pages

10 US$

US$10

=

=

3.500 FCFA.

3.000 FCFA.

FORTHCOMING
Mkandawire T. & Bourenane N. “The State and Agricultural Development

Igwe B.V.N. & Fadahunsi A. “Capital Goods and Technological Change
Orders:

CODESRIA
B.P. 3304
Dakar

Senegal

Orders:

Grassroots Books (Pvt) Ltd.
Africa House
100 Stanley Avenue

in Africa”;

in Nigeria”.

Kingstons Bookshop
P.O. Box 2374
Harare

Harare
or

The Editor
Southern African Political Economy Series
Box MP 111
Mount Pleasant
Harare
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ARTS AND CULTURE

The South African Artistes

Aims and

Objectives

United and the Buwa Musical

•

To create

South African artistes United is

•

To share artistic and

non-profit organisation
comprising some of South Africa’s top singers, musicians,
d2mcers and actors. The organisation was formed by cona

cerned South African Artistes who felt that the time had
come for all South African artistes, wherever they are, to

Certain individual artistes

were

recognised, appreciated,

•

To

•

To create

seminars, musical festivals.

friendship
•

a

meeting held in Stockholm, Sweden, in late Septem-

ber 1987, the membership of South African Artistes
United (SAAU) agreed to launch "Buwa" on a tour of dif-

atmosphere of co-operation and
performing artists, both profes-

To expose

tion
•

and define the artistes’ role in the liberastruggle and society as a whole.

To create

professional facilities to help in the
development and modernization of the various disciplines in the creative performing arts.
Music schools for learning the ‘technical and
practical aspects of music, i.e. reading music,
staff notation, arranging, lyric writing, music
composition, etc., and methods of acting, mime,
script writing and everything else pertaining to
the theatre like, stage lighting, set design, stage
managing’, etc.,
Drama schools for teaching South African and
other countries techniques and methods of
acting, mime, script writing and everything else
pertaining to the theatre like, stage lighting, set
design, stage managing etc.
Dance schools for teaching South African,
-

test

At

an

among

sionals and amateurs.

This

unity, the newly formed organisation, was put to the
by launching a political, historical, musical drama,
"Buwa” It was a collective effort, an example of unity in action. The show was also intended as an experiment to find
out how well the different personalities would work
together on a given project. Would they harness their
varied talents and pull together for the common good as
one solid unit? Or would they prove the skeptics right by
living up to their rumoured individualistic, selfish professional jealouses and let their "inflated egos" get in the way
by bickering over petty issues like "who is the most famous",
and, "who should get top billing?" The experiment was a
resounding success. "Buwa" was born.

professional ideas with
region as a whole.
organise cultural, political and social events, i.e.

musicians of the

join hands together and speak with one voice in the liberation struggle against apartheid.
^md applauded for their past and present artistic contributions to the struggle. But, it was still felt that the struggle
would be better served by unity, rather than individual effort. Why? Because, no individual no matter how multitalented can truly and honestly portray the full range of
South Africa’s performing arts and culture alone.

a network of communications between the
musicians of Southern Africa.

-

-

African and other dance of forms.
•

To work hard in

recruiting more members to the

or-

ganisation.
•

To raise funds in Africa and around the

realise these

world, to

goats.

ferent countries in 1988.

To help

The

"Buwa" has to be employed as the organisation’s first step
in this endeavour. This means that every penny raised by

made possible by the Norwegian People’s AID
the Swedish International Development Agency.

the organisation at this initial stage
"Buwa” to make sure that it becomes

launching of SAAU and its artistic offspring "Buwa"
and
The
government of Zimbabwe also played a very important
role in enabling all participants to enter the country
without hindrance through its various agencies, e.g. Ministry of Youth, Sports and Culture, Ministry of Home Affairs and Department of Immigration.
was

SAAU v/as formed to be an artistic, spiritual and
tural expression of the people of South Africa.

•

To benefit the

cul-

people by using the membership’s

talents; music, dance and drama to portray the political, social and economic developments taking place
inside the country

34

will be invested into

artistic and a boxoffice success, hence the importance of an international
tour. The money raised in this fashion will be put at the
an

organisation’s disposal to facilitate the realization of other
projects.

I

The

membership of SAAU does not intend to limit itself
Africans only. SAAU would like to transform itself into a SADCC organisation by including in its membership Southern African artistes willing to work in unity
to help improve and modernize the performing arts
throughout the region. Also on the agenda is to bring
together all artistes from the continent along the line of the
O.A.U. in the near future. At present the membership of
the organisation includes two Zimbabwe nationals and we
hope to add more artistes from the region and beyond as
we go along.
to South

Reasons for the Formation of SAAU
•

raise the required funds to accomplish these goals,

and the impact on peoples lives.
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BOOKSELLERS & STATIONERS TO THE NATION
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BUWA is Back
After its initial

launching in Harare in January 1987, Buwa is
region after a year-long tour of
the rest of Africa. The coordinator of the group, Caiphas
Semenya, is now in Harare to plan a three-month tour of the
region, beginning with a gala premiere on or about the 1st of •
October, 1988. Earlier this year, his wife and colleague,
Letta Mbulu, was also in Harare to link up with artistes from

back in the Southern African

South Africa and Zimbabwe before the commencement of
the tour in West Africa.

According to Caiphas Semenya, the
great success, and the reception in Ghana,
Nigeria and Burkino Fasso was so good that they had full
houses everywhere Buwa performed.

African tour was

a

Of

particular interest is the fact that Buwa has greatly
improved on the first version which Southern African music
lovers witnessed early last year. The group spent most of
August and September 1987 in intensive rehearsals in
Sweden. That gave birth to a more refined expose and a
more coordinated stage performance. Besides, there are new
artistes, new songs, new acts. But above all, all the great and
famous stars and

more are

back with Buwa!

SAPEM will in the next issue

publish details of the proposed
including that of the Gala Premiere at the Harare

tour,
International Conference Centre

CAIPHUS SEMENYA
MUNJALE PRODUCTIONS INC

on

1st October, 1988.

LETTA AABULU

There’s

no

how far

telling

some

people will go to
their delegates’
attention

get

at

conferences.
Understandable, really. Once a delegate’s office knows where
the best speaker won’t be able to hold his attention!

to contact

him,

even

The

problem with far-off conference venues, however, lies in their inaccessibility
“Shipping” delegates backwards and forwards is a time consuming and costly
exercise, and, should one of them need to get back home in a hurry, well
—

.

.

.

The Kadoma' Ranch Motel is just over an hour’s drive from Harare City Centre
and we’re convinced that that, in itself is reason enough as to why the Kadoma
Ranch Motel is the ideal venue for your conference.
Of course, we could tell you
luxurious (and we really mean

about our excellent conference facilities, our
luxurious) accommodation and fine cuisine —
but every other venue you consider will probably say much the same. We would
rather have you tell us what you’re looking for in a conference venue - you’ll be
delighted to see just how accommodating we can be.

Kadoma Ranch Motel

Kmi
Kadoma Ranch Motel

Kadoma Ranch Motel is

The
a

Telephone Kadoma 2321/2/3/4/5

Conference Specialists

division of Art
or

write

to

Corporation Limited

P.O. Box 874, Kadoma, Harare

LONRHO, PART OF THE STRENGTH
OF ZIMBABWE
Lonrho's great strength lies in its ability to create much needed foreign
exchange, notably through exports but also by way of import substitutions.
The diversity of its many activities enable Lonrho to make a major impact on

Zimbabwe's economy.

Among the most prominent of Lonrho’s currency earners are:-

MINING IN ZIMBABWE
produces over one third of the Nation's gold.and constant
enables the Company to look forward to increased output in the

Lonrho
investment

future.

THE WATTLE COMPANY LIMITED
Z$ll million exports of wattle extract and coffee.

58 000

LONRHO RANCHING OPERATIONS
— helping the C.S.C.’s l>eef export drive.

prime cattle on six ranches

DAVID WHITEHEAD TEXTILES LTD.
Lxpiorted over Z$16 million worth of products in 1987

LONRHO MOTOR INDUSTRIES LTD.
agricultural tractors. Manufacturers ot

Assemblers of commercial vehicles and
vehicle
!

Our purpose —

components and parts.

self sufficiency in Zimbabwe through
iiftproved technology.

dev'elopmenl anti

LONRHO
!

PART OF THE STRENGTH
OF ZIMBABWE

LONRHO
ZIMBABWE
LINTAS; WORLDWIDE 8062
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