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issue of SAPEM. We thank those of our friends in the

aid of
Mozambique (and the Frontline States). With continued
support and solidarity, Mozambique will grow stronger
everyday.
Of course, Mozambique will survive. But for how
much longer should the people of (he Frontline states remain constantly on the defensive, forced to think more
international community that have come to the

about the threat of South

Africa than about social

transformation and economic development? The irony
of it all is that the South African state itself should be
(he one quite clearly on the defensive: a wounded and
caged hyena desperately trying to survive when it knows
fully well that it will h^ve to die. The sooner most .Africans
realise and understand (hat, the more likely they will be
able to come up with better ideas and strategies on how
to confront the South

African State.

urgent need for the Frontline states in
particular to develop a coordinated strategy that will
enhance South Africa’s vulnerability and weaknesses. The
current programme whereby (he Frontline states are
an

mobilizing international opinion against apartheid South
Africa is commendable. Also, anti-apartheid groups and
(he progressive media in Europe and North America are
now successfully educating the people of those continents
a greater awareness of (he problem of South Africa.
Unfortunately, much of this anti-apartheid lobby views
(he South African question mainly as a civil rights issue;
and not. as it should be, one (hat concerns (he National
Question and National Independence for the African
people.
The National Uberation Movement itself will have
to clarify and guide us on these and other issues. But it
is absolutely imperative that Africans (the Liberation
Movement and the Frontline States) themselves maintain
the initiative and offensive against the South African

into

State. International support should be only a supplement
basic and concerted economic, political and

to a more

Grassroots Books

military strategy that will increasingly force the South
African state on the defensive; and at least for the time

Also Available;
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being compel the Boers to retreat and desist from their
military escapades into the borders of the Frontline States.

Box MP111, Mount Pleasant,
Harare or Katanga House.
19 Selous Avenue, Harare.
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Ironically, Nkomati did not bring the much-expected
respite in South .Africa's aggression against Mozambique
and other Frontline states. This is not surprising since,
like all other similar “agreements" that apartheid seeks
to establish with her Mack neighbours, Nkomati was viewed by South Africa as a way of both buying a longerjife
for apartheid and compromising Mozambique. But
Mozambique refused to be reduced to a *‘Bantustan";
and the struggle against apartheid has intensified, particularly inside South Africa itself. And so, not until the
apartheid South .African state is finally overthrown can
Southern Africa as a whole expect real peace and
development.
Some of our own pages herein are testimony to the
tragedy of Mozambique. But the theme and spirit of
solidarity with Mozambique is emphatic and pervades this
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SPEECH BY DR. DAVIDSON SADZA, CHAIRMAN OF THE
ZIMBABWE MASS MEDIA TRUST ON THE OCCASION OF
THE LAUNCHING OF THE SOUTHERN AFRICA
POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC MONTHLY (SAPEM)
HARARE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE CENTRE
24 SEPTEMBER 1987
I wish to thank th organizers of this Launching of the Southern Africa Political and
Economic Monthly (SAPEM) for inviting me
to officiate at this function. Of course, it
should not be surprising that as Chairman
of such an organization as the Mass Media

Trust of Zimbabwe which is concerned
with the dissemination of information, it

gives me great pleasure to be involved with
the launching of such a venture.
The Zimbabwe Mass Media Trust is

unique experiment and
wean

solution to

The Trust

a

a

a

wholly Zimbab-

Zimbabwean problem.

established in 1981 -soon
after Zimbabwe's independence - with the
idea of facilitating the development of the
media in a free and independent manner
and of altering its orientation to bring it into
line with the democratic political system
was

brought about by Zimbabwe’s independence.

the media

responsibility for

behalf of the people of Zimbabwe. It is not an arm of government or
on

private company, but a public trust established by Notarial Deed of Donation and
Trust. The fundamental purpose and aim of
the Trust, as set in its Deed, is to serve the
welfare of the people of Zimbabwe as a
whole in providing for “the publication Oi
news and general information and comment... that is as far as possible accurate
and free from bias.”
I have

SAPEM reads: SAPEM will be

ourselves, particularly as people concerned
about the media, with the new journal, the

oppression and exploitation; and for all
those who are keen to help in the development of genuine democracy and progressive social development.
I am pleased to note also that this pro-

Southern Africa Political and Economic

Monthly - (SAPEM).
As to the specific objectives of the Journal, I leave it to you to read the Editor's

“Foreword" in the inaugural issue of
SAPEM. But the message is clear: to contribute towards the Development of African
Social Science; and to provide yet another
forum for the debate on and analysis of
issues and events in Southern Africa and

beyond. 1 agree entirely that the inauguration of SAPEM is most timely: and that it will
complement its sister publication. The
African

Journal

of

Political

Economy
(AJOPE). Both journals amount to a significant contribution to the field of literature in

The Trust exercises

come

to know of the

new

Journal

Africa

as a

whole and in Southern Africa

and Zimbabwe in

particular. The last few

years have seen a significant increase in
the number of journals, magazines and

2

-

which has done

so

strong roots in its own people.
long, AFrican scholars and writers
have had to print and publish their work in
the northern hemisphere. It isan indication
of the progress being made in this respect
that most of the material produced by our
For too

writers is
,

now

printed and published in

Zimbabwe. Both SAPEM and AJOPE

are

printed in Zimbabwe by Jongwe Printers
and Publishing, an organization run and
managed by young men and women who
were previously combatants in the Struggle
for Independence.
I also wish to pay

our society; and reflects the
nature of a democratic society such as

needed support.

Zimbabwe is. The inauguration of SAPEM
therefore represents an important step in

those who have had anything to do with the
arrival of the Southern Africa Political and

this process of democratization that began
with the attainment of our national inde-

pendence in 1980. It is a process that has
jealousy guarded and nurtured so
rocks of adventurism and

of Political Science

should have

velopment in

African Association of Political Science
(Southern Africa) and incorporating both
this new journal (SAPEM) and the African

require in Katanga House in Selous Avenue.
more than expression of confidence
in an organization - the African Association

of the development of African Social

Science and its publication dissemination

newspapers in Zimbabwe. All this reprea considerable level of social de-

sents

to be

This is

cess

special tribute to all
organizations who have taken up
advertising space in this new Journal and
hope many more will in future give this

through its Editor who approached me a
few weeks ago, requesting an office for the

Journal of Political Economy (AJOPE). I am
glad to announce that the Mass Media
Trust has accorded them the office they

of the iines in the inaugural pages of
a forum for
all those who are opposed to apartheid,

much to promote African scholarship and
development of Social Science on this
continent. But we also wish to identify

one

the

that it is not abused and threatened

on

the

opportunism.

Needless to add, those of you who have

already read this issue of (SAPEM) will
that this journal epitomites what I
would describe as progressive and responsible literature, supportive of the
struggle for liberation in Southern Africa
and reflecting the various views and viewpoints of the various forces and groups
among our people in Southern Africa. As
agree

those

Lastly, therefore, let

Economic

me

congratulate all

Monthly. In particular, its founder

and Editor, Dr Ibbo Mandaza, his colleagues
in AAPS Southern .Africa, the staff on the

project, the Maviyane Project for the beaucover design and, of course Jongwe
Printing and Publishing for the excellent
production. Let me also thank Kingstons
Bookshop and Grassroots Books for the
support they continue to give to our writers
and readers. And to all here present, in-

tiful

eluding our many distinguished visitors
from abroad, I say. Please support our
efforts towards self-reliance in Academia
and Literature: Support the Southern
Political and Economic Monthly.

Africa
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TRIBUTE TO SAMORA
Victim of South African Aggression
The author is

Jacques Depelchin

a Zairean scholar who has taught at various
and Eduardo Mondlane (Maputo). He is one of our leading

Universities in Africa including Dar-es-Salaam
Scholars in the sub-region, a dedicated historian
of the struggle in Southern Africa and an active member of a forum of which our publications (SAPEM
and AJOPE) are part. He is currently on a short sabbatical in the U.S. before returning to Southern Africa
.

Our lands

are

fertile terrain. To the

young people who want to
from hell, tickets to limbo

focated the Mozambican people. This blow

flee

was

are

offered; the new generations are
invited to abandon History, which
is painful, and travel instead to
Nirvana.
Paralytic adventures:
reality remains intact, but its
appearance is altered. Love without pain and peace without war
are offered, (quoted from Eduardo
Galeano's Days and

Nights of Love

and

Review Press,

War, Monthly
1983, p. 94)

If

cannot explain factually the
of events that led the Apartheid
terrorists to plan and then execute their
plan, one can and must reflect on it for the
purpose of gaining strength out of tragedy

that

was meant to debilitate us. The
comrades who died with Samora encapsulated each in their own way the indes-

ductions. Ironically, those who would be in

tructibility of the desire of the peoples of
Southern Africa to destroy once and for all
the conditions that made Apartheid possible
in the first place, and then allowed it tc
survive so far. This is written in memory and
appreciation of what their courageous
lives and deaths have taught us, and in
sympathy with their families for whom the
losses were more irreparable and more
painful to bear.

the best

APARTHEID IS A CRIME TO

Regime successfully — from its point of
plotted to make Samora’s death
—

and that of 33 of his comrades appear as
an accident. As pointed out by the Mozam-

bique

News

Samora

Agency

in

its

pamphlet

Why He Died (Williamsons Offset-

tryck, Stockholm, 1986), Samora’s death
was not an isolated incident, “he fell at a
point of high tension in the region, after
open South African threats of direct military
intervention in Mozambique, and following
threats

against his life by South African
Defence Minister General Magnus Malan.”
Needless to say, some of the Western
media

have insinuated that the Soviet

Union had
with

more reasons

to be dissatisfied

Samora

(and thus
him) than the
terrorists despite the fact
7
Magnus Malan, the
eliminate

be tempted to
Apartheid chief
that on October
South African

Minister of Defence, had accused Mozam-

bique for

land mine explosion that
allegedly injured six soldiers in the Kangwane bantustan. “If President Machel
chooses land mines, South Africa will react
accordingly", he threatened, ine South
African governement never produced the
injured soliders, and one may thus fairly
assume that the whole incident was part of
a pre-fabricated scenario to create the
proper context for an escalation of violence
which did not exclude the physical elimination

of

a

Samora.

For

the

Mozambican

government and the Frontline states, there
is

sufficient

hard

and

circumstantial

evidence to indicate that the South African

Military establishment had a hand in bringing the plan down.
Among the questions that have to be
dealt with are why did the South Africans
specifically target Samora. At this juncture
this question can only be answered through
an analysis based on inferences and deSAPEM NOVEMBER 1987

one

sequence

VICTIM OF SOUTH AFRICAN
AGGRESSION
It will soon be a year since the Apartheid
view

clearly meant to be deathly not only to

those who died, but also to those who were
left gasping for survival.

account

and

position to give

a more

tactual

President Samora himself
of his comrades, among them

were

some

the Minister of

Transport and Communications, Alcantara Santos; the Deputy
Minister of Foreign Affairs Carlos Lobo;
President Samora personal assistant,
Fernando
Honwana
and
Aquino de

HUMANITY
While there is no doubt that the peoples
of Southern Africa have been inexorably

moving toward their total liberation, there
is

no doubt that those who stand in the way
of that process have declared themselves
the last bastion of Western Civilization,

Braganqa, Director of the Centre for African

and that, in the name of that civilization

Studies.

they will not hesitate to unleash forces that
could endanger their own survival as well
as that of humanity as a whole. This was the
reason why President Samora along with

Although President Samora used to say
that the enemy can kill many people, but
that they can never kill a people, it is clear
that his death and that of this team of
advisers and assistants choked and suf-

other victims of the South African destrucfive machine has been calling Apartheid a
crime

against humanity.
a crime against humanity in
two substantive ways. Firstly it is so whenever it destroys life and property in the
name of maintaining a system based on
.white supremacy; secondly, and possibly
more importantly,
it also destroys the
humanity of those who fail to see and
understand that whenever Apartheid kills
and destroys directly it also indirectly kills
and destroys those who do not react and
put a stop to that destruction.
Apartheid is

Words like madness and obscene have
been used to characterize
the madness and

Apartheid, but
obscenity have been

nurtured by forces which put more value on
material and financial wealth than on
human life. It is from within these forces
that one also finds people who seek to

explain the economic disaster and chaos
in Mozambique by
arguing that socialism
cannot by definition deliver the
goods.
They insist on judging the efficiency of an

3

economic and social

system by the standard

measurements of individual

profitability as
opposed to social improvement.
AFRICANS AS THEIR OWN
LIBERATORS
In 1975 the liberation of Mozambique
and Angola broke one of the longheld myth
of white supremacists according to whom
black people were inherently incapable to
rise from their colonized status.

Portuguese
colonizers even propagandized the idea
that the war of liberation was started by a
few discontents, and that if it were not for
the Chinese and the Russians, they could
not pull it off. Such is the usefulness of
racist explanation that it can be used to
explain anything and everything.
The independence of Zimbabwe in
1980 may have come as a surprise to those
who continued to hold

on

to the above

racist

myth, but it only showed what could
be achieved when people unite against the
enemy. In more ways than can be enumerated here. President Samora played a
crucial role in the twin process of ensuring
the downfall of Ian Smith and the rise of

a

government committed to social and
economic justice. Just as an independent
Tanzania had been crucial to the liberation
of

Mozambique, so too, had an indepenMozambique been crucial to the

dent

contrasting results of what happened if
punch

was

with the

delivered with

a

clenched fist

fingers spread wide apart. He

youth describe him as a knowledgeable
boxing critic. A tight fist would undoubtedly
hurt the opponent while an untight fist

the continuned debates about whether

could iniure its careless owner.
From the point ot view of students of

history
professional historians not
necessarily being its best ones — one of
the

most memorable contributions of
President Samora was a sense of history
rooted in the conviction that history is
made by people, that people who had
known nothing else but oppression, ex-

ploitation and repression could transform
course of history by standing and fighting for their right for self-determination.
The question at this point ought to be
how tar did he reach in his objective of
translating that conviction? Just as the
world around us in a constant process of
change so is a revolution. Victories that are
proclaimed without measuring their limitstions can only lead to erroneous assessments which will automatically be taken
advantage of by those enemies, or their
allies, who suffered the defeat. It was for
the

that

reason

that Amilcar Cabral had warned

against the tendency to claim
was

also for that

easy victories,
that Frelimo

reason

had also warned against the spirit ot
victory which leads the leaders to rest and
relax on the self-righteous notion that whatever they said had to be right since the
previous victories are there to prove them
correct.

It is fair to say that most of the historical
of the past twenty five years
shared that sense of history without which

leaders

the oppressed and exploited reproduce
the understanding of their own situation

declared and undeclared warfare. Despite

through the histories of their oppressors.
In the early days of Frelimo in Cabo
Delgado, the peasants used to tell Frelimo
cadres “how, the hell, are you going to
defeat these peoples who have tanks,
airplanes when we only have ours hands,

this, the colonial and imperialist strategy of

machettes and hoes?”

divide and rule while sporadically producing episodic successes has basically

THE “DEVELOPMENT” THEORIES OF

context of centuries of

generalised

hostility, contempt,

failed in southern Africa.

The histories of national liberation in
southern Africa still have to be written on
paper, but they have already been written
in the soil, and President Samora was an

exemplary witness and participant of that
process. The question of unity in the
struggle had always loomed large in the
history of Frelimo; it was, for example, that
unity that allowed Frelimo to survive the
series of assassinations that culminated
with assassination of Mondlane in February
1969.

studying the causes of underdevelopment
finding and promoting a way out of it.
This assumption is in part responsible for
and

and it

a

the notion that the branch of economic

science does deal with the question of

have known what he was talking
about since popular anecdotes from his

liberation of Zimbabwe. So too, now, are

have rebuilt their societies in

on

must

the independent Frontline States a reality
in the final overthrow of the Apartheid

regime.
The solidarity and unity of the Frontline
states which is so often mentioned today
that it almost appears as a rhetorical
formula, has behind it a long history of
struggles which is important to reflect
upon if one is going to understand the
strength behind its apparent fragility. Indeed, the Western media likes to convey
the idea that African leaders are long on
rhetoric and short on actions. Yet, from the
early 1960s and then from 1975 to 1987,
the peoples of Eastern and southern Africa

a

or

COLONIAL PLUNDER
The above reaction was not surprising

given the colonizers’ sociological and
historical interpretations of their own role.
Through their social sciences arsenal they
developed a way of looking at their subjects in such a manner that the analysises
abolished almost completely the historical
explanations of the state of their material
and cultural achievements. This approach
has penetrated so deeply into all of the
social sciences that it is

today difficult to

sort out, for example, the origins of the
theories of development economics other

or

not colonialism

deveioped the productive
forces. The assumption’s credibility is
based on a periodization of colonial rule
which makes it start from the 1884-5 Berlin

conference, further reinforced by the fact
that most statistical series (miles of railroads, number of hospitals, etc.) cannot
but start from around those dates.

Such

periodization creates the idea
seen separately
from the period of capitalist expansion that
enriched the European and American continents through slavery. Generations upon
generations of peasants and workers never
accepted those sanitizing compartmentalizations of history, whether they were done
by the colonizers or by their subsequent
neo-colonizers clones. They could see and
experience first hand the continuing thread
of oppression and exploitation.
It has become increasingly easier to
accept the notion that capitalist transfermations
and
private profit seeking
a

that colonial rule must be

industrialization
the

were

destructive

now

that

so-called

capitalist metropoles are
themselves beginning to suffer its effects
through the deterioration of their own
environment, yet the former colonizing
powers continue to maintain the myth that
their impact on Africa from the days of
slavery brought about “civilization” and
economic development. Their definition of
Apartheid is not as a crime against
humanity, but a “gross violation of human
rights”.
APARTHEID AS SLAVE-HUNTING
RELIVED

The devastation caused by the Apartheid
regime and their allies does illustrate the
effects that slave hunting must have had
on

the social fabric of the continent. It

shows that people who are reduced to fight
for mere physical survival will see their
overall development in all spheres blunted
while newsocial and economic institutions
will emerge in contradictory ways to adjust
to that devastation. The more liberal
academic historians who went out of their

that the continent did have a
history chose the famous kingdoms, but
very few pointed out the dialectical relationships between the rise of those kingdoms,
warfare, slavery and the economic, social
way to prove

and cultural destruction that went hand in

hand, thereby unwittingly blocking the
histories

of those without whom such
would
have
been

achievements

impossible.
The war waged by the Apartheid regime
against the bordering states has the same
objectives as the slave hunting expeditions

SAMORA AND UNITY
For President Samora, unity was not an
abstract formula: He had fought for it on
various fronts: economic, social, political,

than

the colonizers to theorize their

The strategy is the same: to divide and rule.
The Nkomati Accord of 1984 was aimed to

military, cultural, linguistic and ideological.
To illustrate why a united people could
never be defeated he liked to compare the

and

do

4

through dating when these words first
into being, when, in fact, such

came

theories

were

the direct historical rrisult of

exploitation

plunder
behind the guise of

economic science.

Development economics is predicated

of earlier times: to break the will to resist.

precisely that. It is to the credit of the

leaders of the Frontline states to have

struggled on and reinforced their unity.

SAPEM NOVEMBER 1987

However humiliated the
Accord may have made us
it seems to have been

signing of that
feel at the time,
worse

for the

leaders of Apartheid who were bent on not

respecting it anyway.
THE NKOMATI ACCORD
When the South Africans

accusing
implementing
the Accord, they were in fact admitting their
own failure to have broken politically a man
they perceived as one of their most intractable foes. There is no doubt that, in many
circles the Nkomati Accord was perceived
were

President Samora for not

as

one

of

President

Samora’s darkest,

hours. There is not doubt that President
Samora

knew

that

the

South Africans

could not be trusted. After

all, less than

a

ago Ngungunyana had gone
through a similar experience with earlier

century

imperialists. The certainty is also based on
seeking a breathing
space, he actively worked to forge greater
unity and solidarity among the Frontline
states as was evident by the preparation of
the Non-Aligned Movement Conference in
Harare and the strategy that was subsequently adopted.
the fact that, while

LESSONS FROM SAMORA’S DEATH
The lessons from President Samora’s

death and its aftermath
there is

one

are

several, but

that stands out

more

than

others:

political and economic independence are determined by the resurrecting
and forging of a truly independent historical
perspective from the contending dominat
forces. Just as Frelimo grew through its
struggle out of the narrow nationalism of
earlier anti-colonial struggles so too has
the struggle against Apartheid grown and
defined itself as one which goes beyond
the simple question of ousting the whites.
As a military and political strategist Samora
was obsessed by the question of correctly
defining the enemy, because he knew that
the framing of the question was much more
important than the answers.
The defeat of Portuguese colonial rule
was a foregone conclusion from the moment
the Mozambicans defined the parameters
of their struggle by tapping their own
history. In doing so, they changed more
than the parameters of the struggle, they
also changed the rules by which defeat
and victory were going to be decided. Thre
was nothing original in this, the Vietnamese
had applied the same principle and defeated a vastly more powerful and sophisticated military enemy. However, the
consolidation of these victories has been a
much

more

Like all

protracted struggle.
the

leaders of the frontline

Samora had clearly
Apartheid was
defeated, their national economies would
be drowned by the cost of the war. The

states.

President

understood

that

unless

devastation of Southern African societies

by the Apartheid regime is not unlike the
devastation caused by slavery and the socalled period of partition by European

15th to the beginning of
Med Hondo’s recent film
Sarraounia shows this very well. The consequences of the devastation were the

powers from the
the 20th century.
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basis upon which European powers could

dimension to this

themselves.
OCTOBER 19:DEATH OF HEROES
October 19th is an anniversary which is

cutting off from the past:
trying to recreate the colonial myth that
black Africans are not part of humanity,
and if this is accepted, then it would make
sense that the only history worth writing
about is the history of the oppressors.
Apartheid is trying, like the colonizers of
earlier times, and like commercial advertizing on TV, to create a “tabula rasa" in the
minds of those who are the primary targets
of their onslaught. Like the other European
colonizers, the Apartheid Regime is aware
that while individuals and groups of individuals can be deprived of everything,
they cannot be deprived completely of
their memories. The earlier phases of

significant at several levels: It

colonial rule of

frame their destructive takeover under the

guises of “civilisation”, “pacification campaigns”. As I understand the film (and I am
sure there are different ways of understanding it) Sarraounia, the heroine
general from what was known then by the
French

as

the Sudan, won. But because of

the French

occupation, the true meaning
victory had not been per-

of Sarrounia’s

ceived. Instead the prevailing

ideological
been the incapacity of
Africans, let alone African women, to rule
message

had

was on

October 19th 1983 that Maurice Bishop
was killed just before the American troops
invaded Grenada. A year or so before.
President Samora had made a state visit to
Grenada and from there he had visited

Nicaragua. Tempo, the weekly Mozambican
magazine, immortalized those visits by
putting the pictures of those visits on its
cover.
Five years later, Mozambique,
Nicaragua and Grenada have seen two of
their leaders killed by direct intervention of
the

States and South Africa,
Genada’s New Jewel Movement has been
United

destroyed, Nicaragua and Mozambique
are under siege and undergoing the newest
and most updated form of imperialist intervention: the use of surrogate forces to
maim, to torture, to kill, in short to instill fear
and terror so that people will bow to new
forms of oppression that appear to make
life

more

bearable.

The State terrorism that is being practised by the Apartheid Regime is either not

reported in the Western media, or if it is, it is
acceptable to the
Apartheid leaders. Now and then the
in the censored form

media do discuss the situation in the front¬
line states. Invariably, the message that is

Conveyed is not one which encourages the
reader, listener or viewer to side with the
forces that are fighting the Apartheid
Regime. The point made by the Frontline
states and the UN that the Apartheid
regime is comitting crimes against humanity in the same way that Nazi Germany
did is simply not discussed. This is so
despite the voices raised from various
corners of this land to remind people that
the US was a signatory to the Nuremberg
principles which specified that citizens are
under the obligation to fight their government if that government carries out policies
of deliberately attacking sovereign nations
and ignoring all the rules of international
law.
THE ROLE OF THE MEDIA

Thus the

predominant situation is one of
generalized apathy concerning what is
taking place in Southern Africa. There will
certainly be volumes written in the future
seeking to explain this situation. These few
lines cannot hope to contribute, other than
in suggestive ways, to that explanation.
By censoring any reporting of the liberation process taking place in South Africa
the

the

Apartheid

Regime

added

another

it is

shipping slaves away from
the continent achieved that eradication of
the past by simply severing people from
their continent. This eradication
drastic and

was so

complete that the African
diaspora is still suffering from its consequences, one of which is the inability of
those who were kidnapped into slavery to
effectively stop the US government tacit
participation in these crimes.
so

A LUTA CONTINUA
That is why words like “A

Luta Continua”,
“Independencia ou morte, venceremos”
have a meaning that go beyond propaganda
formulas. That is why we must reasure the
memories of solidatrity’s gestures around
the world.

Our

histories,

from

Mozambique to

Nicaragua, are impregnable fortresses
because they are not visible and tangible
like pieces of land. The enemy believes
that by destroying and killing they will kill
also the capacity to remember. In fact, this
process has produced the opposite results:
More people today know who Sandino is
than when he died; more people today
know who President Samora is and

why he
night of October 19th
More people today know who

died than in that fatal

last year.
Nelson Mandela is and what he stands for
than when he

was sent to jail a quarter
century ago. They thought they had sent
him to oblivion. More people today know
and understand why the Lumumbas,

Mondlanes and Cabrals died than when

they were physically killed.
Through their struggles, the peoples of
Southern Africa, from Algiers to Cape Town,
have glimpsed at, and experienced what
a liberated future is. The newly born nations
like newly born beings could only cry at
first. From those inaudible and at times,
apparently, incoherent voices grew a loud,
united new language, one which the South
African Apartheid regime first ignored then
tried to stifle, but one which, even they, are
now beginning to see as a full fledge Ianguage and not what they called a bantu
dialect: the universally accepted language
of equality, freedom and justice tor all
regardless of skin colour, sex and religious
belief. Yet, one hears that they are trying to
figure out whether it will be Xhosa or Zulu.
They tried to chase us out of our histories,
but now they are chasing history running
after it like the overburdened passenger
who missed the train.
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Renamo Atrocities in Mozambique
Eye witness reports.
PGtCr TVCtGSGfl
^ ^

author is a professional journalist who works for Danish Radio News. He travelled through

Mozambique from 25 August to 23 September 1987 and witnessed the immediate effects

Eyewitness reports on the form
bandit attacks take in Mozambique and on the way in which
RENAMO recruits its new
membership.
On the eve of Thursday 28 August the
bandits attacked Muahivire, a village in

Nampula, for the second time. On the
morning after, 11-year-old Rabi Antoni
faces the district chairman outside her hut
while she trembles and with both hands
tries to hold the cotton cloth tight around
her shoulders. In a stuttering voice she
tells what happened:
“I woke up last night when someone
hammered at the door and shouted that

they wanted to get in. Only my mother and I
live in this hut, and we had no idea who it
was, but I was afraid. Immediately after
mother had opened the door, she was
pulled outside, where they started to beat
her and made her scream. A man grabbed
me and dragged me outside. They didn’t do
anything to me, just ordered me to stand
completely still.”
“I couldn’t see anything properly, for
there was no moon, but I could hear my
mother scream, and hear how they beat
her up. I could also hear one of the bandits

who was

watching those molesting her say
them, 'If you don’t hit her properly, you’ll
never manage to kill her...,’ and soon after
he added, ‘It you can’t kill her with your
sticks, use a knife’.”
Rabi stands frozen, with downcast eyes,
reporting to the district chairman who
carefully puts everything down in his little
notebook. He is responsible for making a
survey of the extent of the damages. Rabi
is still in a state of shock, no more than 5
hours have passed since the course of her
life was altered fundamentally in a few
brutal moments. Like a sleepwalker she
stumbles away from the group of men and
disappears down a pathway, all by herself.
Beneath the trees surrounding the hut
to

men

and

women

sit

quietly with downcast,

tear-stained faces. Inside on a mat of straw
lies the dead body of Rabi’s mother. At her
head
and

a
as

small oil lamp lights up the room,
the district chairman cautiously

removes a

thin cotton sheet from the face

and body, a long deep scar shows where
her left breast used to be. They obviously
decided to use their knives. The hut is

completely still, the only sound is the hiss
of the oil lamp.
Outside the hut one is blinded by the
heat of the morning sun. A hen cackles at

several parts of

of RENAMO infiltration.

the

neighbouring hut, and a couple of
chicken cross the road and go picking in
the sand. A woman is busy grinding cassava
in her mortar for the evening meal.
Slowly the district chairman closes his
apologizes: He must move on
together with three other members of the
local leadership he has to visit acompound
further out in the bush, where a father and
his son are reported to have been killed,
red book and

-

and all the huts burnt down. The four

men

around the fields and one by one disappear behind the tail-grown stalks of

go

cassava.

The bandits arrived at half-past one.
They had gathered at the village school,
and from there they had launched their
assault. They started by setting fire to the
school and then worked their way from the
centre towards the outskirts of the village.
They hammered on doors and walls of the
huts and pulled the inhabitants outside.
Some were allowed to stay alive, others
cut down, stabbed or thoroughly
beaten, and now the dead bodies lie
around the huts, washed and cleaned on
straw mats and wrapped in tattered cotton
sheets. A 12-year-old girl’s head has been
put back in its place after a stroke from a

were

I
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panga aid not quite manage to sever it from
her brown body. A 6-year-old boy has had

nine years. His

his head cut

to fetch him. After

through from the scalp to the

chin. A father and his

son

have both been

cut to

pieces with pangas. Those who were
are in the hospital at Nampula two women, a man and 4 children. The man
wounded

is the first
From

one

one

to die.

burnt-down compound to the

next, the bandits left their bloody trail,
while the houses were plundered and
everything from blankets, dresses, shirts
and kitchenware to cassava, mealie-meal
and flour taken away. Without apparent
reason they left 5 huts alone. A pig scrat-

ground here, the people have still
got clothes to wear and food in their stores.
Why did they hit you and not me? And when
is my turn going to come? How long do we
ches the

have before the next attack?

Close to the school an old peasant points
to the ruins of his home. “This used to be
my storage hut. They stole 2 bags of maize,
2 bags of rice and the whole crop of cassava

then they burned down
to the wreckage

the hut.” He
in front of his
plot. “This was my motor bike, which I drove
as late as yesterday. This is what is left of
my radio and my watch.” He pulls his shirt.
“All my clothes are gone, what I am wearing
now was lent to me by my neighbours.” He
passes through the ashes between the
walls of what used to be his home. “My bed,
my furniture, and my house.”
He was obviously a fairly wealthy man
before. “They stole most of my money. And
burnt the rest.” He points out a bunch of
black ashen scraps of paper. Having shown
us around, the peasant joins his wife who is
cooking. The bandits took their 15-yearold son along with them to carry their loot,
and they regard him as lost. During the last
attack on the village 3 months earlier two

-

moves on

other families lost a child each, and neither

of the children has been seen since then.
Life is slowly beginning again at Muahivire. On the next day the pig will be taken
to

a

relative’s hut, a little closer to the

centre of the

village. The work on the new
borehole is interrupted for two days. The
people working on the road stay away for a
week and then pick up their shovels again.
The fields have to be looked after, the
cassava must be dried, ground and cooked.
The hens and the children must be fed and
life carry on. At night they shiver when
a rustle in the grass and the boughs

hospital and

father handed him in at

a

never came back to visit or
a

month

or

two his chest

longer hurt, and he ran away from the
ward, was picked up by a lorry driver and
has been living in orphanages since then.
At Salamanga, Arlindo was made a
no

member of the school militia. He learnt

and to watch over and
guard the school. On the morning after 24
September, a national holiday, he woke up
at the sound of shooting outside the school.
His story goes: “All I could think about was
to find a place to hide, for I was absolutely
how to

sure

use a

that

now

gun

the bandits were there. But

out into the school

yard, I was
by a group of men in FRELIMO uniforms,
and they ordered us all to stand in a row.
We were told to follow them, but one of my
as

I

came

met

friends refused. One of the

men

raised his

and shot him down, and it then dawned
that we had been taken prisoners by
bandits in disguise. We were 5 boys and 4
girls, and we walked all through the day. I
was only wearing underpants, and it was a
terrible journey, for we were all carrying
things that had been stolen at Salamanga:
bags of mealie-meal, cassava, clothes and
shoes. Early the following morning we
marched on, until we reached their camp in
the afternoon. The girls were told to go
home, and we boys were placed each in a
gun

on me

13-years-old, when he was
moved in the sprina of 1986, from the
orphanage at Chihango, north of Maputo,
to another institution 60 kilometres south

capital. He was happy about this, tor
big boys used to beat him and steal his
shoes, and at Salamanga there was a
chance for him to go to school.
At this time he had not seen his family for
of the
the
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would

possible for the boys to carry, the
bandits would carry the rest themselves. If

was

people protested, they were shot. 1 never
saw this myself, but my friends from the
school have told me about it, when it happened on raids they went on.”
“Our everyday routine was to wash the
bandits’ clothes, get firewood and water
and cook for them. I catered for the four of
them who looked after the radio transmitter.
I looked so innocent, and they never
thought, I would try to escape. They told
me how they used the radio to talk to their

He continues, “The new camp was very
worse. The men looked rough and

much

frightening, and from the first day they
threatened to kill us. They were guarding
us all the time. We weren’t allowed to go to
the lavatory when we wanted, but had to
wait until it suited them to accompany us
into the bush. Fortunately we only stayed
in this camp for three days, then we were
moved on to a new one. This one wasn’t

quite

so

bad.”

and the

was

we

had been stolen than it

US.”

cook. There

He

more

boys were held in the tents until a
after, when a new group of bandits
marched them on to another base. During
this march, one of them managed to escape; the bandits pursued him and returned
to say that he had been found and shot
dead. “This scared us,” says Arlindo, “but I
have found out since that it was a lie, for I
met this boy last year at Matola. They never
caught him, they just wanted to intimidate

might have been Arlindo, who at the
break of dawn was forced to carry his
peasant’s bags of mealie-meal away to be
eaten by the bandits, but Arlindo lived at
Mozambique.

If

The

bandits will come back.

the other end of

move on.

week

of the trees touch the roof of the hut. The
It

their huts and stores. After that

tent that housed about 7 bandits.”

At the new camp the duties of the boys
were to fetch firewood and water and to

there is

surrounding villages and plunder them for
food and whatever else they might find.
“We were ordered to go along with them.
We marched through the dark and usually
arrived just before daybreak. Then the
bandits would go around with their guns
and order people to move together in a
group and stay quiet, while we emptied

were only men in the camp,
boys had no idea how far away in
the bush they were. After a month they
were sent to a fourth camp, not far from

friends in South Africa and in the other
camps. The radio was switched on all the
time - even at night. I decided to run away,
because I was determined to go to school,
but there were too many people on guard
in the camp, and they also said there were

land mines all around it.”
When the bandits told them one day that
they would soon begin to train the boys to
use weapons so that they could take part in
attacks

on

villages, Arlindo knew that it

Namaacha and close to the Swaziland

time for him to hurry.
“A few days after we were digging for
cassava in some fields outside a village.

border.

We

big camp, where several
hundred bandits were staying. There were
only a few women and a lot of boys, all of
them prisoners like us. Here I stayed for 4
or 5 months, until I escaped.”
It was in this camp that Arlindo was
turned into a bandit. Every three evenings
or so the commander would appoint one or
two groups of bandits to go out to the
“This was

a

very

was

dug out cassava roots all afternoon,
and when sundown came, I hid under a
tree. And when those guarding us didn’t
watch, I ran away. I knew were were near
Namaacha, and therefore I could figure out
in which direction Matola was. At the end of
the

night I came to a deserted house,
slept. Then I walked on for the next
few days until I arrived at Salamanga, and
they never managed to catch me.”

where I
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In the
to the

summer of 1987, Arlindo returned
orphanage at Chihango and went

back to school.
30 kilometres west of Nampula the village
Namaita spreads out between mango trees

and fields, blue moutains towering in the
horizon. Namaita is one of two villages in

turned into
refugee centres as people continue to
leave their villages and fields further out in
the countryside. Several thousands of refugees arrived at Namaita during the spring
and summer of 1987, and at dawn on 16
August 1987 the bandits followed them.
They killed 16 and wounded 21 people,
took all medicine and bandages away from
the health clinic and blew up a two-story
administration building. They emptied

the province that have been

houses and huts of foodstuffs and any-

thing of value, burnt down 60 homes and
abducted 122 inhabitants whom they made
carry the loot: 17 men, 34 women, 36
children

-

and 35 infants at ages

from 0 to

5, bundled on to the backs of the women
and grown girls.
The

village chairman finds it hard to

understand why the bandits kidnap infants
and babies. The explanation must be, he

One of the younger women,

Alzira Caruto,

speaks: “We all come from Malema district,
but from two different villages. We haven’t
met before, but our stories are quite similar,
you might as well listen to mine. In the
autumn of 1983 RENAMO bandits came to

so

village. We had a regulo (headman) by
the name of Mutolo, and the village is
called after him. As you can understand, he
is a powerful regulo, and he dominated
everybody in the village. He called us together and said, ‘RENAMO has come to
help us. They fight FRELI MO, because this
country is not independent, and they want
to free the country from the rule of FRELIMO. RENAMO is going to give us a new
independence, one that is good. Therefore
our

we

must follow RENAMO into the bush and

they are given a hut to sleep in,
fed, and then left alone.
Three days later they tell of their story.

is called,
are

we

we

should

liberation’. These

were

have

the children

never seen

they took from

us,

difficult times. We

again that

not a single one of

they wanted, ours were either grown-up or
very small. But we had no medicine and no
doctors, and so many of the small ones

with the

clothes around them. The villagechairman

had left the

village, RENAMO
give them all our big boys.
Also some of the girls should go and be
wives for the bandits, and the boys would
be taught to fight and to use weapons.
RENAMO told us, ‘A woman with boys is a
good woman, for with a lot of men we reach
our goal more quickly, and our goal is to
create peace in Mozambique. But those
women who have got only girls delay our
said

all equal, but only a small
minority benefits from their policy. Just
look: The village chairman lives well, so
does the party chairman - but the rest of us,
we suffer. That is why we want to create a
society where all are equal’.’’
“By the time, RENAMO had already shot
and killed the party chairman, the village
says we are

stories from

lorry drives up to the rebuilt community
centre and delivers 4 women with their
children. They are too shocked to say anything but that they “have been freed by
FRELIMO soldiers." Now they just stand
there, as the lorry has left, on guard with
their naked children at their feet, and try
nervously to gather their tattered rags of

food.”
“When

them.”

chairman and all other government repre-

continue to arrive at constant flow. Late in
the afternoon of 3 September a military

better life for himself. From then on, the
bandits came themselves and demanded

support them in their struggle for a better
independence.’ He continued. ‘FRELIMO

says, that the bandits have run out of meat
in the bush. The newspapers have carried

people who were held prisoners by the bandits which tell of small
children being cut into pieces and cooked.
A fortnight later only one of the abducted
persons has returned. There is no trace of
the other 121. But otherwise the population
of Namaita has grown steadily as refugees

he finally realised that they were only using
him as a tool, and that he hadn’t achieved a

sentatives, and

regulo

we

as

had lived for

a

period

the only authority in the

village. We were confused, we didn’t understand what RENAMO wanted to achieve.

People didn’t feel like leaving the village,
obey the regulo. The RENAMO
leader said that they didn’t like people who
would not obey, and ‘that they could sleep
here on the spot if they didn’t want to come
but we had to

along’. That night some people escaped,
and on the next day we all left our village.”
“From then

on we

didn’t have houses to

live in any longer. We stayed in shelters on
the edge of the fields and were moved from

place to another, whenever they said
were coming.
We never saw the RENAMO camp, they
told us to stay away from it, but they were
always close by. When they wanted something, they came to Mutolo and demanded
chicken, flour, cassava and so on.
After a year, the regulo ran away. I think
one

that the FRELIMO soldiers

“None of

us

four had children at the age

died from illness. I lost two of my four
children, and then my husband died. I was
married again, but my new husband ran
away and escaped. The men often did this;
it was too troublesome to get away with the
children, so we stayed behind. We were
found by the soldiers, as we were looking
for new land, and the four of us met on the
lorry.”
The four women all wear very rough and
hard cloth wrapped around them. “This is
bark,” Alzira Caruto says. “We had to cut

|
I

the bark off the trees to make clothes. The

last time we were able to buy proper clothes
was in 1983. The bandits never gave us

anything. They only took from us.”
She concludes, “I think you can say we
were cheated by RENAMO. They ruined
lives and used us as slaves.
News about the murders and assaults at

our

Muahivire have

never

reached the world

neither have reports of the attack
on Namaita, thestoryof Arlindoorthetales
of the four women. Journalists got to hear
press

-

!

bout the events at Muahivire and Namaita,

daily newspaper Noticias has
nearby. The radio
brought the stories on the local news, and
a report was filed with Noticias in Maputo,
because the
a

small

but it

local office

was

much of

considered too banal and too

an

everyday event to be printed:

The Muahivire and Namaita massacres are

repeated day in and day out in Mozambique
and have been

so

for

some

years now.

Nobody in Mozambique knows how
many people get killed or wounded each
day. No matter whether you askthe foreign
aid workers, who distribute clothes, blankets and food, or journalists, policemen,
officers, civil servants, nurses. Red Cross
officials or anybody else - they all answer,
“We don’t know, we haven’t even got an
exact idea about what is going on in our
local area.” If an estimate or a guess is
made it is set a several hundred people
killed every day. Some say, “One Homoine
a day.” During the massacre at the district
capital Homoine on 18 July 1987, 405
inhabitants

were

killed. This is the worst

single massacre carried out by RENAMO

8
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I

so

sent to

world. But what does not

freed when Rhodesian soldiers stormed
the re-education camp to which he had

far, and it became known ail over the
get known is the
slow, steady, violent terror which is committed all over the country every day, and
which is draining it of its life.
During September 1987 all but 4 of
Mozambique’s 219 districts have been exposed to RENAMO attacks. On only one of
the country’s main roads - that from Beira
to Zimbabwe
risk of

däly

-

can cars

travel without the

armed assaults; at night no

road is safe. All the traffic between the

major towns takes place in the form of
flights, and in order to get beyond these

jail for stealing a Mercedes car. He

was

been

sent.

Matsagaiza

Rhodesia and in 1977

was

was

taken

made

comman-

to

der of the

This is

one

of the

reasons

why the war is

so

difficult to follow and report.
In

spite of this wholesale destruction,
RENAMO has managed to capture only 4
district capitals, and each and every time
the army has taken an area or a town back
from RENAMO, the same picture repeats
itself: No schools, health clinics or civil
authorities have been established. The
main part

of the population has fled, and

those who are left behind come out of the

bush in the

same manner as Alzira, undernourished, dressed in tatters, and scared.

The

MNR

(Movimento Nacional de
RENAMO (Resistencia
Nacional de Mocambique), as it is now
called more often, was initiated in 1976 by
Ken Flower, who was then at the head of
the Rhodesian intelligence organization.
Resistencia)

The

war

or

between the white

Rhodesian

regime and the liberation movements ZANU
and ZAPU had taken

a

drastic upsurge

after Mozambique’s independence in 1975,
when ZANU was allowed to establish bases

recruits

were

found among uncomprom-

military wing of RENAMO. He
was killed a few years later during an attack
on Gorongoza town, but his successor, the
present commander Alphonzo Dhlakama,
has a similar background. He became a
FRELIMO member in 1974, but already
the following year he was imprisoned for
theft. He escaped from jail and joined

isingly enforcing the establishment of consolidated villages, “aldeias communais”.
The FRELIMO leadership wanted people
in the rural areas to move more closely
together, so that cooperatives, schools

RENAMO in Rhodesia.

There

During the

war

and health services could be set up on a
more rational basis, and in some instances
this took the form of forced

in Rhodesia RENAMO

members first and foremost carried out

espionage, but gradually they were integrated into the sabotage actions launched
by Rhodesian commandoes in the border
areas, where the ZANU camps were.
Rhodesians set up camps

tor RENAMO in
region and established headquarters in the mountains of Gorongoza.
When the white regime in Rhodesia
finally collapsed in April 1980, RENAMO
were given 72 hours to leave their bases in
this country. Most of them fled into Mozambique, and 250 members who remained
behind were flown out together with their
radio station, commanderChristina and his
white military instructors to a new base in
same

Transvaal, close to the border between
South Africa and Mozambique. The Pretoria
government were the new owners of RENAMO, and though the organization suffered
severe

losses inside Mozambique during

this period,
under way.

its restoration

was

already

were

removals.

cases

lands, without water, and far from the
of their ancestors.

graves

The South Africans redefined the purpose of RENAMO as one
rather than of intelligence.

of sabotage

The targets
neighbouring socialist
republics of Zimbabwe and Mozambique.
Primarily RENAMO would attack the transport and communications network. Railway lines were blown up, the electricity
supply was disrupted, roads mined and the
port of Beira came under attack. All this
had a dual purpose. They wanted to prevent
or at least impede the transport of Zimbabwean imports and exports through
Mozambique and force Zimbabwe into
continued dependence on South African
routes. Secondly, the aim was to break
Mozambique economically and politically,
so that the country would not present any
security threat to the white regime in Pretoria and would not develop into a model
security for rebellious blacks inside South

were

the

also

where people by
bureaucratic decree were moved onto bad

towns and travel to the district

capitals, for
instance, you have to go by taxi aircraft or
in convoys of lorries, protected by soldiers.

received support from people in Mozambique who felt that their careers and promotion were being prevented or slowed
down under the new government. Finally,

to be the young

Africa.

and launch attacks from Mozambican soil.

Ken Flower wanfed to set up a group of
black Mozambiquans who would spy on
the ZANU

guerilla camps and on their lines
supply and activities.
Together with Orlando Christina, a former agent for the Portuguese secret police
in Mozambique, PIDE, Flower created

of

RENAMO. Christina had experience with

inflitrating FRELIMO going back to the
1960s, and he therefore knew renegade
party members who could be recruited. In
the early 1970s he had been one of the
main instigators of the notorious Portuguese commandoes that fought FRELIMO,
He had also been involved in training
Malawi’s paramilitary Young Pioneers. He
thus had suitable contacts, knew the coun-

try and was experienced. Christina became
the practical organizer of RENAMO, and
Rhodesia placed a training camp at its
disposal near the Mozambiquan border.
The first members

were

recruited from

resistance movements which in the 1960s
had lost out to FRELIMO, from

Portuguese
PIDE,
and from renegade FRELIMO officers. After
independence some FRELIMO soldiers
expected a free-for-all, and a few {particularly in the Beira area) were convicted for
corruption and thefts. The most well-known
of these was André Matsagaiza, who was
exile circles with connections to the
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Under South African control RENAMO

developed into a better trained and equipped instrument for subversion than ever
before. New recruits were coming in, the
main part of them Mozambiquans who had
been working illegallyas migrant labourers
and now preferred life in a training camp to
that in prison. But the organization also

It was

during 1982 and 1983 that terroron peasant communities got
under way in a serious manner. Governistic assaults

ment offices were burnt down, Trade

posts,
buses, cars, trains, power stations and
telecommunication lines

were

attacked.

During 1985, 1800 schools had to be
closed because of RENAMO activities, and

9

mills, cashew nut factories, sugar
plants, tea estates, textile factories and
hundreds of villages were destroyed.
As time passes there is a clear pattern
emerging from the multitude of apparently
random sabotage actions taking place all
saw

over

the country.

Whereas South Africa has extended its

training facilities for RENAMO units and
continues to supply them with arms, amunition, explosives, equipment for radio
communications, tents, uniforms and all
other necessary military supplies, the
organization continues to obtain the rest of
their supplies - primarily food and new
recruits - from raids on local villages. The
peasants are demoralized through terror
attacks and disperse into the bush when
their huts, fields and crops are burnt, and
their animai stock slaughtered.
Though there have been instances of
small pockets in the country where young
men havejoined RENAMO voluntarily, and
though even today there are undoubtedly
others who are tempted by a bandit’s life
with easy access to food and other scarce
goods, the fact remains that the vast

majority of bandits are recruited through
straightfonward kidnapping and abduction
of big boys and adolescents. At first they
are

kept

as

prisoners and u.sed to maintain

thecampsand to carry loot away from raids
on villages. When they have become used
to life in the camps, they receive elementary instruction in the use of firearms and
are then gradually involved in the
killings.
They are often forced to commit their first
murders, and from then on the prisoner is
step by step transformed into a bandit,
driven by fear, by the instinct of survival
and by the attractionsof a llfefree from the
toil of the peasant.
There is a similarly

clear pattern emerging from RENAMO’s abductions of villagers. A belt of civilian peasant

producers
around each bandit camp, which
serves the triple purpose of
supplying
foodstuffs, of providing information and of
creating a shield of human beings around
the camp. Families are divided. Mothers
and children are separated, and prisoners
are set up

are
an

worried about

losing relatives during

attack.
Neither among the local population nor

internationally does RENAMO offer

an

alternative to the government of Mozam-

bique. Even though frustration is becoming
widespread, and life in large parts of the
country has been reduced to a struggle for
survival, and though many people yearn for
peace, no matter under what conditions,

everybody knows the consequences of the
RENAMO terror. Almost all citizens have

got family members or acquaintances who
have been exposed to murder and assault.
And people deeply resent the fact that
RENAMO has systematically reinstated
the discredited and much hated

regulos
privileges at the
collapse of the colonial regime.
who lost their power and

Internationally RENAMO has received
backing from no other governments than
those of South Africa and Malawi. It is

significant that so far even President Reagan

afraid of escaping, because they fear

of the United States has refused to claim

reprisals against their families. And the

support and legitimacy for the RENAMO

families hesitate to tell the FRELIMOarmy
whereto lookforthe bandits, becausethey

bandits.

are

(English translation by Preban Kaarsholm)

Samora Machel’s Crash: A Deliberate
Aviation Disaster?
Abdul S. Minty

The author is the Director of the World Campaign Against Military and Nuclear Collaboration with South Africa
and the Honorary Secretary of the British Anti-Apartheid Movement.

Political Assassination? All the evidence

Machel lost his life indicates that it

relating to the crash of the Mozambican

electronically-induced aviation disaster

Presidential

10

aircraft

in

which

Samora

yet another of apartheid’s political

was an
-

assass-

inations?
South Africa certainly possesses sophisticated electronic

equipment for tracking
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and intercepting aircraft, and also would
have no difficulty in sending up false signals
to confuse the

plane’s navigational sys-

terns.

Among the questions which require
is: did the South Africans, when
their radar operators saw President Sam-

answers

Tupolev 134 straying from its flight
path, intercept it by radio and issue any
warning, or provide any guidance?
Certainly there is no technical problem

According to information received by
Campaign against Military and
Nuclear Collaboration with South Africa,
the Plessey instructions in the AR-3D
operating manual, under the heading

to monitor

throughout the region.

This is largely thanks to the British
Plessey AR-3D Radar System. The British
government authorised the export of this
system to South Africa and the Anti-Apartheid Movement exposed the deal at the
1979 Commonwealth Summit in Lusaka.

Despite

promise to review the contract,
Margaret Thatcher
permitted it to go ahead. The AR-3D Systern was finally integrated into the overall
a

British Prime Minister

South African air control and command

system by 1982. This System facilitates
attack missions by South African Air Force

jet fighters, with the targets pre-determined
and programmed into a computer.

Plessey Radar also enables computerised interception of aircraft movements
in the region, both automatically as well as
by manual operation.
An operator carrying out airspace surveillance on any of the several Plessey
consoles can select and display a combination of data - the position of aircraft, as
as maps of the region - and can define
flight paths of the aircraft, as well as
defining the intercept profiles.

well
the

device can easily be put into place

"Tracking of Detected Aircraft", include the
following:

parachute, or it can be placed by a person.
It can even be carried by an individual on
the ground in a back-pack.
Israel has built up considerable experience in electronic deception techniques,
and once the technique of directing the
beam is mastered, the process becomes
very simple.

“An aircraft

entering radar cover is
an operator, with the
appropriate display facilities selected,
first visible to

radar video overlaid with a synthetic plot marker. After a small number of sweeps, the computer system

as

may automatically initiate a track
corresponding to the aircraft and
label it with

a

Israel

height information. The computer
system continues automatically to
track the aircraft throughout its lifetime, updating the label information
as necessary.”
Through manual control the operator
exert much closer control over individaircraft
ual
through-

can

-

using a

South Africa Military Reiations

Since South Africa enjoys close military
and other relations with Israel, there would
be no problem in Pretoria being provided
with all the relevant and know-how.

track reference and
in

When afalse emitterof beacon is placed
an area where it may be discovered, it

becomes important to recover the device
it has performed its function. But if
that is difficult, it would be quite simple to
once

equip it with a self detonator which could
be remotely controlled.
It should also be noted that the false

ual aircraftthroughoutthetracking process.
Thus there can be no possible doubt

beacon andany other emitters used for the
deception can also be brought into operation by remote control, and this will help to
ensure that it is only the target aircraft that

ability of the the Pretoria regime to
region and to monitor
their movements, as to intercept them.

is misguided.
The South African regime has not wished
to draw attention to the sophisticated

that the

track aircraft in the

A Deliberate Disaster?
The

a

either by an aerial drop, perhaps by

ora's

about this. South African radar is well able

Such

the World

False

Signals

If in this

case

the plane was not attacked,

simply led into a mountain side by false
signals, then there are at least half a dozen
ways to do that.
but

It would most

likely aiso involve some
jamming devices to cut off some of the
signals between the aircraft and Maputo
Airport, but that would not be essential.
E'ectronic deception could be carried
out by an emitter that is pre-positioned.

equipment and techniques that are at its
disposal. Instead the Pretoria government,
and especially its Foreign Minister Roelof
Botha, has released a series of misleading
statements and “revelations” which
bine anti-Mozambican propaganda

com-

with
attempts to avoid suspicion being cast on
South Africa.
This string of statements make it necessary to investigate exactly what the Pretoria

regime is trying to hide from the
(AIM)

eyes o

the

world.

The Crash: Survivor’s Account
It is one year now, since the death of Cde
Samora Machel, the energetic Mozambican
leader who was killed in a plane crash
inside
South
Africa.
Of
the
eight

lucky survivors of that tragic crash, Cde
Fernando Manuel, still has a vivid memory
of the events leading to the plane crash.
He gave an impromptu Press conference
ryfiVntly to a group of Zimbabwean journalists
who
had
accompanied
the
Speaker of the House of Assembly, Cde
Didymus Mutasa to Maputo.
Cde Manuel, who is 31, surprised some
of the newsmen when he started speaking
to them in Shona and English.
“My home is very close to the border
with Zimbabwe,” he began, with a smile.
He said although he could not recall
what actually took place when the plane
crashed, he still rememberswhat happened
just before the crash and soon after the

Santos of

Angola, President Mobutu Sese

Seko of Zaire and Dr Kuanda of Zambia,
Cde Machel said, “It’s time to go and talkto
the press, then after that we must
home.”

fly back

The delegation had flown to the venue
of the meeting in two helicopters after

leaving their plane at Mbala and had therefore to pass through the town on their way
home.
Cde Manuel remembers one of the
stewards telling people to tighten their
seat belts at around 9.15 pm as the plane

descending towards Maputo. But from
thereon, he said he does not remember
anything else.
He believes that probably because he
was sitting at the back of the plane when it
crashed, he must have been forcibly thrown
was

outside when it broke into two.
“I think I landed well onto the

he had worked
when he

as

close aide since 1976

joined the Security department of

Mozambique.
“I saw people lying on the ground, injured, some of them bleeding and I will
never forget that,” he said.
I wi II ne ve r forge t tha t,” he sa i d.
He

light in front of him and decided
help. The light he saw he was in
Mbuzini, a small village settle inside South
Africa, in eastern Transvaal, where the
saw

to look for

aircraft had crashed.
He waiked for about five km and the first

people he met told him “This is South
Africa,” he remembers. After he related his
predicament and the air crash, the people
took him to a South African hospital in a
boat. He spent one day in that hospital
before Mozambican authorities took him
home.

ground

Later, after he had completely recovered

because I didn’t receive very bad injuries,”
he said showing the newsmen the scar on

from the crash, Cde Manuel wassummoned

had had lunch in Zambia, where

his

for

been holding a meeting with three other
African heads of state: Cde Eduardo Dos

reminder to him of his late leader for whom

crash.
He said after the Mozambican
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delegation
they had

right leg and another on his right temple.
These scars, he said would forever be a

to

Maputo and asked what he wanted to do
a living. “I told them I’d take my security
job back, and that is what I’m doing to this
day, although, now my job entails other
assignments, but all within the security
field,” he said.
11

REGIONAL COOPERATION

Origins: The Struggle for
Independence
The

Zimbabwe-Mozambique Friendship

limo

Party is trying to do for Moz-

Association (ZIMOFA) was founded in late
1985. One of the prime movers behind the

Samora’s Foresight

formation of ZIMOFA was the late Professor

At

Aquino de Braganca, the Director of the

President Cde. Samora Machel told the
late comrades Chitepo and Tongogara:
“Some of us, when we look at the situation

Institute of African students at Eduardo
Mondlane University and a trusted adviser
of the late President Samora Machel. He
too

was a victim of the airline disaster
which robbed the region of some of its best
minds and most committed cadres. Ode.

Aquino had been a close friend of ZANU
P.F. during the liberation struggle and was
often consulted about political matters. He
assisted ZANU P.F. in setting up its school
of Administration and Ideology in Maputo
in early 1980 where both he and the late
Ruth First conducted seminars with ZANU
P.F. students who were being trained as
the future administrators of
Zimbabwe.

an

independent

During the struggle, he prepared ZANU
students to spend time doing inservice training at Mozambique’s communal
villages, cooperatives and state farms
where they would gain practical experience
in the management of cooperatives and
state-farms. He frequently visited ZimbaP.F.

bwe and

on one

such occasion he met the

Deputy Prime-Minister Cde. Simon Muzenda
they discussed the establishment of

and

the

Zimbabwe-Mozambique
(ZIMOFA).

Friendship

Association

ZIMOFA

was then officially launched on
February 1986 at Ranche House
College in Harare. On the launching day,
the then Ambassador of Mozambique to
Zimbabwe, Cde. Raphael Maguni said,
“It pleases us to note that this
Association is being created with
very clear obiectives and we consider
that the most privileged should be
the promotion of cooperation at the
grassroots level, through the exchange
of visits so as to promote most profound mutual understanding".

the 27th of

Cde Muzenda made
the

a

similar call

day when he said,
“The principal role of the ZimbabweMozambique Friendship Association
on

same

should be to inform and educate
Zimbabweans on the living conditions
of Mozambicans, their sterling achievements in the social, economic, industrial and cultural fields which would

result
better
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in Zimbabweans having a
appreciation of what the Fre-

a

meeting in Lusaka in 1970, the late

in

Mozambique, realise that if we liberate
Mozambique tomorrow without the liberation of Zimbabwe is meaningless.” That
meeting and statement five years before
the Mozambican Independence, signalled
the beginning of Frelimo’s material support
for

the

Zimbabwe

National

liberation

struggle. In the late sixties we saw ZANLA
forces fighting side by side with the Frelimo
combatants in Tete Province against the
Portuguese. By the early seventies ZANLA
combatants were training in Tete with
Frelimo and infiltrated through that province
to begin the decisive phase of the Zimbabwe struggle in December 1982.
It is estimated, perhaps conservatively
that the cost to Mozambique of su pporting
our struggle was in the region of US$555
million. Apart from that financial loss,
thousands Mozambicans were displaced
or

lost their lives.
The MNR which

iscausing untold suffering to the Mozambicans today was created
by the Rhodesian regime and was inherited
by the Boers on the eve of Zimbabwean
independence. The South African strategy
is to install in power and reduce Mozam-

bique to the status of a bantustan fronted
by bandits and run from Pretoria.
The formation of ZIMOFA is not to pay
back whatever Mozambique contributed

during our liberation struggle. Instead, it is
a timely reminder that the histories and
destinies of

our

solidarity. It is this solidarity that ZIMOFA
stands for.

ambicans".

two countries

are

inextric-

ably interwoven. As such, ZIMOFA is a
symbol of oneness and unity that exist
between the people of Mozambique and
Zimbabwe. It symbolizes that blood that
was shed by our people in order to tree our
countries from colonial rule and is also

a

symbol of our togetherness in the fight
against the destabilisation policy of South
Africa in our region. ZIMOFA was formed to
strengthen this relationship between
Mozambique and Zimbabwe at a grassroots
level. This relationship is not only born from
cultural links and neighbourhood. It is a
relationship born from the struggle, from
the blood spilt during our wars of liberation.
It is this blood that u nited us and signed our

Mozambique and Zimbabwe, with their
history of successful resistance are
committed once again, through ZIMOFA,
to struggle for economic liberation, to
shared

struggle or peace.
ZIMOFA Is not merely a relief organisation as some people tend to think. Instead,
ZIMOFA is there to strengthen the friendship and cooperation between the people
of both countries on practical day to day
basis.

The

leadership of ZIMOFA is composed

of men and women who have been directly
involved in the Zimbabwean war. This enables ZIMOFA to have a clarity of mind in
its activities and to be able to

interpret

our

correctly
geo-political situation.

ZIMOFA carries out activities in full collaboration with Government Ministries in
both Mozambique and Zimbabwe. It obtains
daily briefings and accurate information
with contacts provided by the Mozambican
Provincial Governors, as well as through
Zimbabwean Government officials serving
in Mozambique.

Objectives
On its formation, ZIMOFA identified and
adopted the following objectives:
1. To foster economic cooperation between
our people through joint projects and other
activities,
2. To encourage technical cooperation,
3. To develop mutual understanding by
increasing the exchange of information
between our people.
4. To encourage interchange between our
people through:(a) the development of tourist exchange at
all levels,
(b) the development and facilitation of exchange and visits of staff and students in
complementary organisations and Institutes
in our states,

(c) the regular placement of students in
training facilities in both states,
(d) the publication of an Association newsletter,
5. To stimulate and facilitate the mutual

development of research and study of our
states among our people,
6. To raise funds to support projects in
Mozambique,
7. To undertake any other activities designed and capable of achieving greater
friendship, understanding solidarity and
SAPEM NOVEMBER 1987

mutual

advantage for our states and

people,
scholarship fund for

8. To coordinate a

students

exchanges.

Delegation to Maputo
ZIMOFA started taking shape and to be a
mass organisation after the death of Cde.

Prime-Minister Cde. S.V.

thousand

with Cde. Chissano at the

not more than a dozen

Muzenda, met
Holiday Inn and a
ZIMOFA Plan of Action was adopted which
was based on ZIMOFA objectives. The
plan of Action consists of three major
objectives:
1. THE FIRST SHORT TERM

Samora Machel. It was then that the masses

OF ZIMOFA IS RELIEF AID

began realizing that South Africa is capable
of killing our leaders in order to sustain
apartheid; and that gave the impetus to the

This consists of:

work of ZIMOFA.

1987, ZIMOFA sent a delegation to Maputotogoand identify how the
In February,

Mozambican

and

Zimbabwean

masses

together. The following comrades
were
in the delegation: Cde. Lt. Col.
Clemence Gaza (the Chairperson), Cde.
Mike Nesangano (secretary) and Cde.
Dave Popatlal (Logistics). In Maputo, the
ZIMOFA delegation had discussions with
the following mass organisations:
(i) Women’s organisation
(ii) Workers organisation
(iii) Youth organisation and
(iv) Writer’s Association
All thse mass organisations agreed that
there is a strong need of sharing ideas and
experience with their counterparts in Zimcan

work

babwe.

(c)Help

OBJECTIVE

(a) Mobilizing the people of Zimbabwe as
well as companies and Non-Governmental
Organisations to donate food, clothing and
medicines to assist the victims of destabilisation and drought in Mozambique. This
ZIMOFA has done and the Zimbabwean
people have responded positively and enabled the organisation to ship $300,000
worth of food aid, medicines, clothing,
blankets and seeds to the troubled people
inside Mozambique.

(b) Help to coordinate relief efforts of large
international aid agencies and Governments through a tripatite committee composed of representatives of the Mozambican Government, the Zimbabwe Government and ZIMOFA. At the

present moment
ZIMOFA is coordinating relief efforts of
NGOs operating in Mozambique but based
in Zimbabwe. ZIMOFA chairs the Coordin-

ating meeting which is held every first
Monday of the month at ZIMOFA offices.

bureau. Cde. Cabaco said that ZIMOFA

The coordination is necessary to ensure

has thte total support of the Frelimo Party
and Government. He went on to say that

ZIMOFA was formed at the right time.
South Africa’s intention is to create a state
of hunger and misery so that the Mozambican masses will opt for any type of political change. He said feeding the masses is
another way of fighting the enemy. He saw
the aid

being given by ZIMOFA going a

long way in helping the people who are
displaced and making them aware that
they are still part of the world community.
Cde Cabaco also mentioned that food
aid is not the only way we can express our
solidarity, he said there is a need to start
concrete projects such as having ZIMOFA
farms in Manica, Gaza and Tete Provinces.
Cde. Cabaco immediately ordered that a
counterpart of ZIMOFA be formed in Mozambique. We have since been informed
that a counterpart of ZIMOFA has been
formed in Maputo. The Patron is Cde.

of the late Cde. Samora
Machel), the Chairman is Cde. Lt. General
Ajapo (who led the Mozambican soldiers
who entered Rhodesia, to fight side by side
with ZANLA combatants against the Smith
regime) and the Secretary is Cde. Manuel
Tome who is also the Secretary-General of
Graca Machel (wife

Mozambique.
delegation also met Cde. Graca

the Union of Journalists in
The

Machel who is the Minister of Education,

Cde Honwanwa, Minister of Culture and
Cde. Manguana, Minister of Information.
This trip to Maputo marked the beginning
of intensive work by ZIMOFA. During Cde.
Joachim Chissano’s visit to Zimbabwe this
year,

ZIMOFA, led by its patron the Deputy
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proper coordination

of efforts and eliminate

any unnecessary duplication of efforts.
This will also ensure that aid will go to the

right people in need, at the right time and
right place.

to determine areas of greatest
through consultations with local authorities in Mozambique and the joint defence forces and organise the distribution
of relief supplies through the local authorities in Mozambique and the joint defence
need

forces.

ded Cde. Inacio Palma to ZIMOFA as the

Coordinator

while

of Mozambicans

higher education.

At the time of

Independence, ninety

three out of every hundred Mozambicans
over the age of seven were illiterate and
there

were

only 40 blacks at the University

poly of know-how and technology was kept
in the hands of foreigners in every sector.
ZIMOFA under this Scholarship Fund intends to train Mozambicans in

(i)
(ii)

Secretarial and Managemen courses,
Technical courses in engineering,
plumbing, mechanics etc, and
(iii) Agricultural training.
Already several schools have shown an
setting aside a specific number
of places for Mozambicans. The ZIMFEB
School, the Unversity of Zimbabwe, Harare
Polytechnic, the Kushinga Phikelela have
expressed interest in the programme as
interest in

well.

(b) Provide seeds and agricultural implements to enable Mozambicans to become

self reliant in food

production. Assist in
recruiting Zimbabwean agriculturists to
help develop the farming sector in Mozambique and assist the Mozambican
Ministry of agriculture to develop several
farms to be known as “Solidarity Farms”
which will be run by teams of Mozambicans
and Zimbabweans, ZIMOFA saw that food
aid tends to reduce people into beggars
and as a result induce into people a spirit of
laziness. There is a Chinese saying that
says “don’t give a person fish, but teach
him how to fish”. ZIMOFA Is cognisant of

the

in

ZIMOFA

offices.

flourishing in agriculture, in which it
depend on food aid. This is why

must not

ZIMOFA decided to launch Solidarity Farms.
To date, ZIMOFA was officially handed

Solidarity Farm in Manica Province
July this year 1987. The
farms has 1 300 hectares, four dams, an
orchard of oranges, a river that passes
through it and six boreholes.

over a
on

In order to have the up to date information
the Mozambican Government has secon-

Mozambican

had received

in Secondary school

out of a total enrollment of 3 800. A mono-

delegation also met Cde. Jose Luis
Cabaco, a member of the Frelimo politThe

were

the 28th of

3. THE THIRD AND LAST MAJOR OBJEC-

2. THESECOND LONGTERM OBJECTIVE

TIVE OF ZIMOFA IS TO PROMOTE SOLID-

OF ZIMOFA IS TO ASSIST IN DEVELOPMENT AND TRAINING

ARITY EXCHANGE PROGRAMMES

This consists ot:

organisations, cultural
athletes, scholars, etc, in order to
promote deeper understanding and solidarity between our two countries. This year
we saw the first cultural exchange between
Mozambique and Zimbabwe which was
organised jointly by the Ministry of Youth,
Sports and Culture and ZIMOFA. Mozambique sent the leaders of the mass erganisations, the National Dance Troupe,
three musical bands, painters, photographs
sculptors and intellectuals. The Solidarity
Week was held in the period 17-23 August.

(a)

Administering

This will be done
between

the Samora

Machel

Memorial Scholarship Fund which is comsultation with the Mozambican Government
and relevant authorities in Zimbabwe will

places available for Mozambican to
specific skills
areas. ZIMOFA did set up this scholarship
fund as a result of being cognisant of the
fact that Portuguese settler colonialsim
had a particular devastating effect on education in Mozambique. Adequate schooling
was virtually an exclusive privilege of the
settlers. By 1970 less than one per cent of
the population had completed primary
education (approx. 50 000) and only a few
make

further their education in

by arranging for exchanges

mass

groups,

ZIMOFA is there to showthe international
community that people of the Third Worldare prepared to work together.

13

acb)))SPMtiromomuillastaiotnnon

de)MTaking

Beira Corridor Group

Promoting Regional Economic
Cooperation
The Beira Corridor
BCG Ltd

was

July 1986

represent petroleum

industry, the fertilizer
industry and grain interests on a regional
basis have been set up under the chair-

Group (BCG)

incorporated in Zimbabwe

in

SADCC based company.
It has 210 debenture holders in Zim-

focus

on

as a

babwe and 15 in Malawi. The business
sector in Botswana and Zambia is
to join in the very near future.

expected

The Chairman is Mr D R Norman and the

Managing Director, Mr E G Cross. Botand Malawi are already reoresented

swana
on

manship of directors of BCG. A parallel
user group has been formed in Malawi to

the Board of Directors.

The Chairman and

Managing Director

recently in Canada and USA to meet
key officials and business leaders and
provide them with an up-to-date briefing on

the port of Nacala.

A similar company has

been set up in
Mozambique to represent the interests of
Mozambique’s private sector in the Beira
Corridor Project.

relationship between AUSTRAL

and BCG provides a framework of assistance and support for members of both

companies.
The Sociedade Austral de Desenvoiviwas established in 1986
under the chairmanship of Dr Antonio
Almeida Matos who is also Mozambique’s

mento, SARL

to

National Director of Food
Tobacco.

Executive Briefings to Beira

Maputo and Beira.

native

transport'routes for the SADCC and

ascertain the present position with
regard to international support.

Processing and

It has 18 shareholders and offices in

BCGi together with AMI, sponsors weekly
executive briefing trips to Beira. The objecfive is to allow interested members of the
business community to see for themselves

are the:

and institutionalisation of

economic and commercial relations in the

of foreign investment for
implementation of agricultural, com-

mercial and industrial projects in Mozam-

bique;

view

to

the

of Mozambican firms with a
establishment of business

relations with companies in neighbouring
states, leading eventually to joint ventures
in projects of mutual interest:

out of shares in other companies

were

the present and potential role of the business sector in the
development of alter-

Objectives

Souther African region;

the

Austral

A working

Its

and

to

channelling of funding or grant finance
facilitate the implementation of objec-

fives

(b) and (c) above;

available legal, economic and
financial consultancy services; and
(f) Undertaking any othercommercial activities as may be authorised by Government
after due deliberation in the General

Assembly.

progress being made in Beira port. The
group is briefed by the port agents and
representatives of the Port Authority which
enables them to gain first-hand
insight

regarding Beira’s capacity and potential.
An inspection of the port. Berths
1-11, in
the company of senior port staff also enables businessmen to follow up their own
particular fields of interest.

Mozambique Ports User Group
The Mozambique Ports User Group, set
up
under the auspices of BCG, meets on a

monthly basis in Harare and travels to the
Mozambique ports on an ad hoc basis for
discussions with the port authorities and
railways. Representeo are petroleum, ter
tilizers, tobacco, minerals & metals, the
shipping agents, clearing and forwarding
agents, CFM and NRZ. Sub-groups to
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International

Support for Mozambique
in

Redd Barna and its involvement

Mozambique
Redd Barna (Norwegian Save the Children)
is a non-governmental, non-profit making,

which is

around the

tance projects for children in more than 20
different countries including Norway and

Niassa

Redd Barna has committed Z$1 000 000
to Tete

Well

most of its programmes the world
Redd Barna has concentrated in various components of development such as
preventive health, agriculture, small scale
industry, education and training, water
supplies, and infrastructure, with the
in

Under the agreement. Redd Barna has

of Redd Barna’s programmes

is dependent
the acquisition of new skills and
knowledge by the local population. To this
effect, it is no wonder that the guiding
upon

element for Redd Barna's programmes

is

“Help-to-self-help.”
The Redd Barna Programme in Zimbabwe
was started in June 1983, with the opening
Head Office in Harare. With over Z$ 1,3
million of funds from Operasjon Dagsverk
a

(a Norwegian students’ organization). Redd
Barna- Zimbabwe offered a comprehensive
programme of assistance to the Ministry of
Lands, Resettlement and Rural Development for the development of selected cooperatives and resettlement schemes.
Since then, Redd Barna’s involvement
in Zimbabwe has grown by leaps and
bounds. Today, Redd Barna is the major
funding agency of a dozen community
development projects in virtually all proVinces of the country, with several others
on the drawing board. Its involvement has
extended to the communal sector
is

believed that the

humanitarian

assistance

is

need for

even

more

challenging.
Relief Work in

Mozambique
Although Redd Barna prefers to participate

community' development and child-

By and large. Redd Barna’s mvolvemeni
in Mozambique has been in the supply of
much needed basic commodities like food
and clothing to displaced people. Redd
Barna’s resources have been
the two

targeted
provinces of Tete and Niassa.

on

Tete
More than half the province’s 934 000
population is dependent on relief supplies,
principally due to the war.
Working closely with the DPCCN, the
government department coordinating relief
assistance in that country. Redd Barna has
been able to reach out to many needy
Mozambicans in and around the city of
Tete. At Moatize camps just outside Tete,
the organisation has now gone beyond the
mere supply of relief goods. It is now assisting with the rehabilitation of a health post/
clinic in the Moatize I camp. Some clinical
equipment has also been provided. A toilet
construction programme is currently underway in order to provide decent sanitary
facilities to the inmates of the camp. Giant
tents have been pitched at Moatize to be
used as classrooms by displaced children.
Schooling equipment has also been made
available

to

make

school-going

more

oriented projects in which the members of

meaningful for the children, in the camps

community participate as equai, if not
greater, partners in meeting their development needs, the organisation has not paid

and elsewhere in Tete province.
One of the biggest problems

a

a

deaf

ear

to the distressed

people of

Mozambique in their hour of need.
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on

procured commodities in Zimbabwe and
elsewhere which are being distributed bi
Oxfam in the Niassa province.
Reaching the needy people is far more

concerned and, as far as possible, utilization of local personnel. Indeed the success

in

half of the 600 000

gium).

maximum involvement of the communities

now

over

dependent

over,

where it

province in 1987.

population is
relief supplies. Although
Redd Barna is not physically represented
in Niassa, it has been able to reach out to
needy Mozambicans in that province,
thanks to an agreement with Oxfam (Bel-

Zimbabwe.

of

assisting with distribution
city of Tete.

now

voluntary, humanitarian organization founded in Norway in 1946, and now currently
carrying out or supporting over 100 assis-

DPCCN

was

facing

the distribution of relief sup-

plies due partly to

a

Redd Barna has

now

shortage of transport.
provided

a

truck

difficult in Niassa than in Tete due to the

security situation and the condition of roads
and rails whichsufferfrom bandit sabotage
and torrential downpours. Thus, although
limited use of rail and road links is possible,
most of the distribution has had to be done

by plane. This kind of operation can be very
expensive and the need for inter-agency
cooperation is paramount.
While catering for the immediate needs
of the people such as food and clothing,
the Niassa package also seeks to help the
people return to a position of self-sufficiency
in food requirements.
Accordingly, bean seed, maize seed,
potato seed and hoes are being made
available to those people who can still till
the land and grow food.
Redd Barna’s commitment to Niassa in
1987 amounts to Z$1 400 00.
In both Tete and Niassa

provinces, Redd
implement a relief and
rehabilitation programme by the Norwegian
government who made funds available.
Barna

was

asked to

The Future

Redd Barna is
areas

presently examining other

of possible assistance in Mozam-

bique. To this end, food and clothing were
recently delivered to war-displaced Mozambicans at Gorongosa through ZIMOFA.
However, it is expected that future
assistance will be predominantly of a rehabilitative nature, in order tö assist the

people of Mozambique to return to

a

normal life.
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INSIDE SOUTH AFRICA

Conference on children, repression and
the law apartheid South Africa
24-27
Pdt

September 1987

author is a journalist based in Harare
protest and 173,000 held awaiting trial in

“On Tuesday the police came to our school
and they shout two times and they throw

police cells.
But these figures do not include the
country’s 10 tribal homelands where authorities enforce Pretoria’s law rigidly, nor
do they include children killed by rightwing vigilantes directed by the regime.
When Pretoria imposed the unprece-

teargases in the school yard and the children throwed stones to them and they left
the school and they soround our school
and the principal talked to them and they
left the school angry.” Gerald, age 13
excerpt from “Two dogs and freedomchildren of the townships speak ouT’ Ravan
Press/The Open School, 1986
Troops roam the townships in armoured
vehicles, detaining and intimidating children suspected of boycotting school, dinched fists at too-frequent funerals, young
“comrades” officiating at township street
committee meetings.
This scenario has become commonplace
in apartheid South Africa, as children enter
the frontline of the struggle against South
Africa’s repression and racial segregation.
South Africa’s brutal banalities against
the country’s children for a long time went
unnoticed and unremarked, but increased

campaigns by human rights and monitoring
groups inside South Africa, and several
reports on violence against children published in the last five years, have brought
the plight of children under apartheid to
international eyes.

Monitoring groups like the detainees
parents support committe (dpsc) - a watchdog committee on detentions in South
Africa
estimate that approximately onethird of the 8,500 persons detained last
-

summer

under the

nationwide state of

emergency were under the age of 18.
The Soweto uprisings on June 16,1976

marked

a

watershed in

a

new

kind of

resistance against Pretoria.
Black children in Soweto, the sprawling
black township, near Johannesburg, took
to the streets to protest inferior education
-

known

as

“gutter” education

-

and to

protest the introduction of “Afrikaans"

as a

medium of instruction in biack schools.
Pretoria’s answer to the children was
the death of some 100 students. A wave of
unrest followed the killings and South
Africa’s youth began to sharply define their
role in the liberation struggle.
They became the prime movers behind
a wave of heightened unrest which has
wracked the country since September,
1984. Black children decided that they had
no choice but to fight a system which would
ultimately destroy them.
Apartheid denies children the rights ennew
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|

dented nationwide state of emergency on
June 12 last year, it began a massive

security swoop on anti-apartheid activists.
The government also imposed severe
press curbs, which shrouded the actions of
the army and police in a cloak of secrecy.
The strength of the army and police and
their virtual immunity from control by the
courts, gives them immense power to inflict
shrined in the United Nations Declaration
of the Rights of the Child.
Black children in South Atrica have become

the victims of infant

mortality, mal-

nutrition, inadequate education, economic
exploitation and the destruction of family
relations.
were

modified in 1986

-

-

have des-

troyed black families, forcing hundreds of
thousands of black youth to live separate
from their parents.
And the improverished conditions of the

country’s 24 million blacks has snuffed out
the life of thousands of black youth - potential contributors to a free, democratic
South

roaming school corridors and patrolling
grounds have become familiarsites
nationwide as Pretoria fights to keep the
growing youth resistance to its policies in
school

check.
In

South Africa’s notorious influx laws
which

violence on children.
Armed forces in black townships, police

Africa.

Poverty is the greatest killer of South
African children. Recent surveys show that
African and mixed-race (coloured) children
are 14-15 times more likely to die before
the age of five than their white counterparts.
“Our children

are not longer children,”
Oupa Mosikare, chairperson of
Soweto’s dpsc. Pretoria’s violence against

said Rev.

March, 1986, 14 voluntary organisaplight of children
in South Africa compiled a memorandum
which documented violence against children. The organisations said in the memorandum that “they were horrified by the
overwhelming evidence of violence perpetrated by the state.”
Death, injury, assault and torture have
become commonplace in townships streets,
inside police and military vehicles and
tions concerned with the

even

the children’s homes.

There

have been reports of “mobile
torture squads” which roam the townships
assaulting youth leaders and organisers.
Squads in the form of the South African
Defence Forces (SADF) have also extended
their tentacles of violence beyond South
Africa’s borders to neighbouring frontline
states.

children and the massive detention of chil-

Thirteen-year-old Ntabiseng Mabusa,

dren, he said, “makes kids adults before
they reach that stage.”
Pretoria’s campaign to break youth insurgency has unfolded one of the most
systematic and brutal tales of violence
against children.
Black children are detained, assaulted,
tortured and killed daily in what has become “rule by the gun.”
Monitoring groups in South Africa estimate that between 1984-86, 300 children
were
killed by police, 1,000 wounded
11,000 arrested on charges arising out of

for example, is one of the tens of thousands
ot children caught in the crossfire of Pretoria’s violence.
A year ago,

she

was a

strong healthy

child. But her life drastically changed on
the night of June 14, when South African
soldiers raided

a

home in the Botswana

capital of Gaborone.
Mabusa was shot twice by a soldier as
she tried to escape from her aunt’s home.
She is now paralysed and confined to a

wheelchair.
attack.

Her aunt

was

killed in the
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'

arecrowded

Armoured vehicles were stationed at

A recent report by the DPSC on the
current state of emergency - which began
last June and was reimposed on June 12

playing fieids, and
troops attempted to check pupil’s identity
cards. There were also reports of troops
patrolling school corridors, entering class-

Inside Souf h Africa, children
into South African

school gates or on

jails.

this year- confirms earlier
of children in detention.

reports of torture

The committee interviewed 65 children
who had been detained, and of the 65
testimonies taken from the children,
one

child did not report an

Children
to
I

are

only

assault.

assaulted and intimidated

get them to confess to crimes they have

lot committed and to

supply the authorities

with information.

The

common

forms of torture often

men-

tioned

by children in reports have been
burning matchsticks placed under nails,
fingernails crushed by bricks, choaking
and petrol poured on parts of the body and
set alight.
Pretoria uses a variety of security legislation to detain its extra-parliamentary
opposition, and all of the laws apply to

rooms

to detain students, or even monitoring lessons to ensure that teachers were
not deviating from the official syallabus.
Youth organisations have also been

community into action to assist in the total
eradication of apartheid of which children
are especially poignant victims."

systematically attacked. Their activists
and members rounded up and detained
and youth groups have been prohibited
from advertising or holding meetings.
Despite the documented evidence of
Pretoria’s repression against children, the
regime has denied acts of torture and
brutality against children.
It has dismissed the reports on violence
against children as “fabrication, lies to
discredit the police,” said Dan Foster,
author of the book. Detention and Torture

emerge

in South Africa.

50 of the internal security act of 1982,
which allows detention in “situations of

Foster, a professor in the Department of
Psychology at the University of Cape Town,
Western Cape Province, also says that
besides looking at the physical abuse of
children in detention, the marks of psychological torture must also be noted.
Soweto’s DPSC chairperson, Mosikare,

unrest” for up

said that the

children.
Most have been detained under Section

to 14 days after the state
president has declared an area to be an
unrest area for 180 days. Section 29 of the
Act allows for indefinite detention for purposes

of interrogation.
scale of open

resistance to
apartheid increased from 1983 onwards,
particularly with widespread and sustained
school boycotts, large numbers of children
As

were

the

detained.

Schools have become battlegrounds
between armed South African troops and

police, and students who have emptied
their classrooms to protest the state of
emergency, the presence of troops in
black townships, inferior education and

scars

physical and psychological

of detention

are

left for life.

Many of the children who leave the cell
no longer well, he said. “Some are
mad, some say they cannot sleep, some
say they cannot think and others are
continuously ill.”
A study by the University of Cape Town’s
Institute of Criminology - the first systematic effort in South Africa to investigate

are

centres for

organising.

struggle. And it said that international and
national children’s organisations “should
be urged to accord the highest priority to
the special needs of children under apartheid.”
The action plan also requested that the
United Nations Commission on Human

Rights and the

As the campaign for international mandatory sanctions against Pretoria to force
it to change its apartheid policies mount,
so too has the campaign to end violence
against South African children.

Economic and Social

Council to reflect this priority in the draft
convention on the rights of the child.
But the

conference also

that the oppression of children
until apartheid is eradicted.

highlighted
will not end

Archbishop Trevor Huddleston, leader
of Britain’s anti-apartheid movement told
the conference that “a state which uses

repression against children must be internationally outlawed until its ideological
base is totally destroyed.”
The destruction of apartheid would bring
13-year-old Mokgethi’s dream of a New
South Africa closer to reality.
In “Two Dogs and Freedom-Children
about his vision of

children to international attention.

as

South Africa to increase their role in the

- also showed that detainees
suffer some form of persisting psychological

detention

other

used

in South Africa to monitor and
detention, arrest and imprisonment
of children and all formsof child abuse, and
to provide appropriate help, legal, medical
and financial,” the plan of action said.
It also called on lawyers and doctors in
expose

the

the detention of their fellow students and

political prisoners.
mid-1986, army and police units were
deployed to schools to prevent the implementation of people’s education and to
stop the re-opened schools from being

“A united network of activists should

physical and psychological responses to

problem after they are released.
Lawyers and human right groups, both
inside and outside South Africa, have
mounted campaigns to bring the plight of

In

A unique conference on “children, repression and the law in apartheid South
Africa,” held in the Zimbabwean capital of
Harare in September, adopted a programme
of action “to gaivanise the international

of

Townships Speak Out,” Mokgethi wrote
a

free South Africa.

“When South Africa obtains

freedom,
racial-separation,” he said.
“We want equal rights for everyone in the
new Azania (South Africa), people must be
all educated and be filled with knowledge
so that they can communicate with other
we

want no

countries.”

READ THE SOUTHERN AFRICAN
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THIRD WORLD IN STRUGGLE

The Zionist Dream:

Origins of the
Palestine Tragedy

Since the Zionist movement, more than
century ago, set its sights on Palestine to
be the place for the building of the exclusive
Jewish state to which it aspired, its institutions, representatives and armed
forces have not ceased to plan and execute,
step by step, the negation, both theoretical
and practical, of the rights of the Palestinian
people: in general and in particular, as a
national community as well as an ensemble
of individuals, as the Arab people of PaleStine as well as a “non-Jewish” population.
Both the unity of this multiform negation
and the response that befits it, constitute
the object of this text.

Questioned by Labor leaders about the
of 250 men, women and children

a

massacres

in the

1948,

“dissident” terrorist chiefs replied: “Without
Deir Yassin, 100000 Arabs would not have
fled the Jerusalem area, and perhaps the
State of Israel m ght not have come into
existence!”

They added that the Labourites
had fortheir part committed a great number
of massacres. This type of edifying dialogue
repeated a year ago, in the Israeli
parliament, when the Israeli army, by way
of “reprisals” after Palestinian youths had
was

thrown stones and empty bottles at them,
blew up three houses in the Christian

The constant violation of the individual
and collective rights, human and national,

of the Palestinian people flows almost in-

evitably from the very nature of the original
Zionist “dream": to give a “land without a
people to a people without a land” according to the slogan at the debut of the century.
It is certainly astonishing that the European
Zionists of the last century could believe
Palestine

be uninhabited: all the
evidence bears witness to the contrary
that Palestine was a heavily populated
land of peasants and town dwellers; in the
to

words

of Hebrew writer Ehad Ha’am,
travelling across the country in 1891,
“throughout the country it is hard to find
cultivable field that are not cultivated”. But
it is a fact that the European Zionists

represented the country of their desires

as

“human desert”: a near-sightedness
nourished both by the classical colonial
racism of the period, which “sees” non-

a

European people met with during its expension, as only a type of natural obstacle,
half way between the quagmires and
mosquitoes, and the exclusivist ethnic
nationalism which gave — and still gives —
to Palestine the name of “land of Israel”,
implying that all the other inhabitants of
the country are nothing more than intruders
without origins.
AN ARAB COUNTRY INTO A JEWISH

STATE

Disposing of a plan conceived for an
empty country, and confronted by the reality
of a society which resisted displacement
and dispossession, the Zionists, in their
majority, did not call into question the
whole of their plan; they simply concluded
that its realisation would be more difficult

than foreseen, and that the obstacle —
what the leaders and theoreticians of the
Zionist movement before the creation of
the state of Israel called “the Arab problem”
—

would be

overcome.

In short, to

“empty”

the country of its inhabitants, in such a way
that it would become effectively a land
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village of Deir Yassin, on April 9,
Menahem Begin and the other

without people; to “transform” in the words
of Moshe Dayan in 1972 “an Arab country
into a Jewish country”. This is what several
decades of colonisation, culminating in the
mass expulsion of 1948, has accomplished
on a sizable part of Palestinian
territory;
land purchase, organised immigration, the
boycott of indigenous manpower under
the banner of the

struggle for “Hebrew
labour”, the strangulation of the local
economy, and the creation of armed forces
animated by a conception of “active
defence” of the colonies

—

combined with

political and diplomatic activity aiming to
the enterprise of its proper place at
the heart of the Jewish community of
Palestine and its points of support on the
a

assure

international level.
It is

indispensable for understanding
that it is this plan itself — the plan of
negation of the very existence of a Palestinian people — that engenders the practical
negation of the individual human rights of
the

women

men

and children who make

this people; that the negation of the
right of the Palestinian people to existence

up

and self determination

homeland is not the

on

sum

the soil of their

total of individual

violations, but on the contrary it is the very
nature of the global refusal which imposes
its logic and is embodied in a multiplicity of
individual violations. And when it is a
matter of uprooting a people of peasants, it
is necessary to use grand means, as the

apologists of uprooting say euphemistically.
INSTITUTIONALISED VIOLENCE
Another current, those who now govern
the State of Israel, tended to justify the
inevitable violence, the inevitable violations
of rights, by arguing their finality, if it was
only self-censure imposed by the state of
world opinion. This current justified the
massacres, the violations and attacks on
rights during the decades in opposition
(and therefore “irresponsible”).

village of Beit Sahur,

on the occupied West
Bank. Several Labour leaders having dedared themselves “scandalised”, the

Israeli Prime Minister took issue with the
leader of the opposition and reminded him
that under Labour rule in ten years of

occupation,

1224

houses

had

been

dynamited by the Israeli army, while since
his election in May 1977, “only 41!”
An Israeli government minister declared,
only some time ago, to a gathering of
settlers in a new colony:
“Don’t worry about the Arab population
density in this area. When I was born, at
Petah-Tikvah (in Israel) we were likewise
encircled

by Arab villages. They have all
disappeared now”. And it was the Minister
Meridor who declared before Israeli officers
in south

that it

Lebanon,

as

far back as July 1982,

necessary “to do all” to push the
Palestinian refugee population “towards
was

the east”. It is the

continuity of this policy,

whether conducted with hypocrisy or cyni-

cism, which engenders the expulsions and
massacres: Deir Yassin (1948), Quibya
(1953), Kafr Qassem (1956), Samoa’s
(1966), Jitfliq (1968), Abu Za’abal (1970),
Azziyeh (1977), al Khayam (1978), the
bombing of Beirut in the summer of 1981,
and the genocidal operation culminating in
the atrocious butchery of the camps of
Sabra and Shatila, of which even the
official Israeli commission of inquiry
established that the Lebanese executants
had entered the camps on the orders and
under the control of the Israeli army.

In this

connection. Professor Yeshayahu LeiboWitz, of the Hebrew University in Jerusalem,
declared

in

an

interview published on
are the authors
The Phalangists are our

September 22,1982: “We
of •‘•'s

massacre.

mercenaries

exactly as the Ukrainians, the

Croats and the Slovaks were the mercenaries that Hitler enrolled to do the job for
him". He added: “That is the natural and
inevitable extra-polation of our political
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line since tirteen years.
another

people, then

If we must dominate
cannot avoid the

one

existence of Nazi methods”.

PALESTINE DISPOSSESSED
Thus the history of this century,

in Palesimply one interminable
of violations, preparing the ground

Stine has been
series

for the Zionist movement, then the State of
Israel defined as a Jewish State, to appro-

priate for itself the exclusive control of the
land of Palestine. From the First World War
and the British

military occupation of Pale-

Stine, the conditions of colonisation have
been transformed. The British

modified

their juridical forms

of landed property,
entailing the dispossession of the poor
peasantry
and village communities,
creating new strata of absentee landlords
and thus favourising the sale of land to
foreigners. The contracts by which the
Jewish National Fund then acquired lands
stipulated that the latter must be delivered
over “empty of their inhabitants”: it was the
British army who was then charged with
conducting the “eviction” of the peasantry
thus driven out. However, in 1947, the
Zionists, institutions and private owners
alike, possessed only 6% of the land of
Palestine; they represented then about a
third of the population of the mandated
territory. From 1947 to 1949, in “the blood
and the fire” according to the Hebraic
expression used as a slogan by the partisans of Begin and his spiritual father
Jabotinsky, nearly a million Palestinians
were chased from their homes particularly
following the panic provoked by deliberate
massacres, and so, the leadership of the
Zionist movement in Palestine, having
become the become the government of
the State of Israel, took possession, not
only of the lands allocated to the Jewish
State by the UN Partition plan, but also
more than a half of the territory allocated to
the Arab State by the same resolution.
In 1967,
expansion, a

aggression, a new
occupation. On the Syrian
Golan Heights, 90% of the population were
chased, manu militari from the towns and
whole villages were destroyed. An increasingly brutal occupation was to weigh
on the villages authorised to remain in
a

new

new

existence. The refusal of the inhabitants to
collaborate with the occupier culminated,
after the formal annexation of the territory
on December 14, 1981, in a general strike
lasting more than two months, the inhabitants refusing the Israeli identity cards
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which symbolise the annexation and the

negation of their identity as Syrian citizens.
The Egyptian Sinai desert, returned to
Egypt within the framework of the Camp
David accords lived fifteen years under
Israeli military occupation: settlements,
land confiscation, plunder of natural
resources (particularly petroleum), exploitation of labour power in quasi-slavery
conditions, and forced migration of the
population. But it was on the West Bank
and Gaza Strip, the Palestinian occupied
territories and the most heavily populated
(with today more than a million and a half
Palestinian inhabitants), that the colonial
and repressive acts of the Israeli government were to be exercised in the most

brutal way.

of its “right

of expulsion”, used against an
impressive list of Palestinian personalities
from the occupied territories, whose public
importance, representativity, social position
and international reputation do not permit
the accusation of specific offences. They
have been expelled individually, by military
decree, without judgement, accusation or
appeal, and they number already well over
a

thousand.

THE PALESTINIAN FUTURE
The sole response to continuous violations of which the Palestinian people have
been victims for decades, is the exercise of
their inalienable

right to self-determination

and Return, their right to build an independent state on the soil of their homeland, in
accordance with the

principles of law and

the decisions of the international

GAZA AND THE WEST BANK
First of all, explosion: a third of the

population of these territories had left after
14
months of occupation, when the
Jordanian government, conscious of the
process of depopulation, “closed the
bridges" to the massive emigration of inhabitants of Gaza and the West Bank
towards the

Kingdom of Jordan. Some had

flown before the advance of the Israeli

invasion troops, some had been delibe-

rately pushed into crossing the Jordan
many others made flight, after the
had ended, to escape repression,

bridges,
war

humiliation,

or

destitution. Consciously

orchestrated economic pressure presided
over this displacement of people disguised

voluntary and “individual” migration:
was raging in Gaza and a
Palestinian day-labourer eared 3 Israeli
pounds a day there, it was fairly easy to get
a work permit from the military government
of the region to go and work, for 12 pounds
per day, in the Jericho region, or more
precisely the largest refugee camp in the
West Bank, right beside the bridges,
emptied of its inhabitants during the June
1967 war. They were offered the empty
houses and deserted streets, while waiting
for new pressures, threats, and intimidations to push the refugee families to find a
new refuge in Jordan. Since August 1968,
the population has remained, although
emigration, on a lesser scale, continues,
encouraged as every by the occupying
force. The military government, still using
the same emergency laws, as well as the
decrees which the Israeli Parliament, since
1978, has legislated for in the same spirit,
as

when famine

has not for its part renounced the exercise

com-

munity. It is only when this right has been
recognised and realised that peace can be
established in the Middle East. Any Israeli
or international
attempt to divert this
demand can ony bar the way towards
peace. There will be neither peace nor
global negotiation in the Middle East as
long as the national rights of the Palestinian
people are not taken into consideration as
a whole, and as long as the political identity
which emanates from their struggle and
self-organisation — the Palestine Liberation
Organisation — is not represented on an
equal footing in any negotiation.
It is comforting to see growing sectors
of world opinion, including the West, and
even sectors, alas still too limited, but
already considerable, of Israeli opinion,
realise the

evidence and

militate

with

in their favour. It is disquieting and
to see a great power like the USA

courage

grave
arm the

aggressors, abuse its veto to
defeat the will of the international com-

munity, and enunciate “peace propositions”
which ignores the basic principles of any
settlement.
The international community, and in

particular the UNO, carry a decisive responsibility in the solution of this problem,
as they play a considerable role in its
creation. For beyond the immediate future
of the Palestinian people and of the region,
it is a battle of principles unfolding in the
Middle East, which will have, whether one
wants it or not, the value of proof for the
international order. And with the human
and national rights of the Palestinian

people, it is the liberty of all humanity,
by the rule of force and of fait
accompli, which is at stake.
threatened
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The Zimbabwe Institute of

]) Development Studies (ZIDS)
Gets off the Ground

i*.

The Zimbabwe Institute of Development
Studies (ZIDS) was established by a Cab-

Farmers in Zimbabwe.

inet decision in 1981 and the

responsibility
setting up the Institute was given to the
then Ministry of Manpower Planning and
Development. The institute’s responsibilities were to carry out poiicy-oriented socioeconomic research and undertake training
programmes in development studies as a
contribution to national development programmes particularly within the framework
of the long term objective of achieving a
socialist society. In a very broad sense,
therefore, the institute would premise it
programmes on stated government policies
and national objectives. At the same time
the institute’s roie would be to critically

The other important service the Institute
offers is

Or. Andries Matenda Rukobo
Rukobo

wat born on 4 May 1S40. Altar
primary and aacondary aducatlon in ZImbabwa, ha want to IrxHa whara ha gradualad
with a.A. (Hona) from tha Univaralty ol

evaluate and comment upon these
policies.
The greater part of 1982 was spent
planning and recruiting skeleton staff to
man the Institute. Operating as a Departthe

Division

of

Calcutta ar>d

1986 with Professor W.J. Kamba and Dr
M.J.M. Sibanda as Chairman and Vice
Chairman respectively and a membership
drawn from various government departments. An Academic Board constituted in

July 1987 with Dr I. Mandaza and Dr. N.
Mutizwa-Mangiza as Chairman and Vice
Chairman respectively deals with the more
professional aspects of the Institute and
includes members of ZIDS, government
and sections of society. The Director of the
Institute is Dr Andries Rukobo and his

deputy is Mr Brian Raftopoulos. The direcday to day
running of the affairs of the institute planning and the implementation of its policies
torate is responsible for the

and programmes.

Operationally the Institute is divided
library

into three main divisions; research,
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M.A.. M. Phil and Ph. D. Irom

North

Waatarn

India:

Social

Structure.

Agrarian Ralallona and Change in Waatarn
Uttar Pradaah ” A political aconomiat by
Irainirtg ar>d commitmant ha la Intaraatad in
agrarian laauaa. political procaaaaa. aclanca
and technology policy and aocio-aconomic

Planning of the Ministry, ZIDS had its first

responsibilities effectively, it had to be
given as status outside the Ministry. Moreover, for it to play the critical role of providing
crucial inputs into policy formulation, planning, assessment of policy and debate
generally, it needed to be outside the day
to day operations of government departments. In consequence, by an Act of
Parliament the Institute was granted parastatal status in 1984. However it only
started operating as a parastatal under the
Ministry of Labour, Manpower Planning
and Social Welfare in January 1986.
The policy-making body of the Institute
is a Board of Governors constituted in July

an

Jawahadal Nahru Univaralty. Hia Ph. 0. thaala
waa antltiad ‘‘Lar>d. Claaa and Domirtanca In

Research and

group of researchers in 1983.
In the meanwhile a decision was taken
that if the Institute were to discharge its

library and documentation for its
members, officials of government, University academics and research students as
well as qualifying members of the public.
Mainly concentrating in the area of development studies and socio-economic
research, it is the policy of the library not to
duplicate existing facilities elsewhere in
the country.
The institute regularly organises seminars and talks for its members and actively
participates in local and international seminars, workshops and symposia. It continuously seeks to promote cooperation and
collaboration with like institutes particularly

Th« OIrtctor ol ZIDS. Dr. Andrttt MaUnda

assess,

in

“The Political

.

for

ment

.

Economy of Hunger in Zimbabwe,” “The
Root Causes of Hunger in Zimbabwe. .”
among others.

in Africa and is

a

member of the Southern

African Development Research Association

(SADRA) and the Council for the Develop-

davalopmant.

ment of Economic and Social Research in

and administration and finance. In turn the

research division has

a

number of depart-

ments namely, agriculture and rural development; labour studies; education and
social studies; Southern Africa and international relations; science and technology
and Industrialisation; history and politics;

and business and finance. With

a

staff of

eight researchers in 1986, today ZIDS has
people of whom 26 are researchers. An
exercise is underway to streamline these
departments and to place people into
specific departments.
Currently the institute is also involved in
preparing a five year plan and programme
of activities in the light of its past experience.
The plan will spell out in detail the orientation of the institute, its role in society,
identify priority areas in line with the First
Five Year National Development Plan, as
well as spell out the human, financial and
infrastructural requirements. It is targeted
that the plan came into operation in January

47

1988.
The plan will, of course, take into account
the research that has been carried out so

far and seek to build on that experience.

Policy-oriented, research done at the Inmainly of two types: internally

stitute is

initiated research and commissioned re-

included studies on “The
Socio-economic status of Ex-combatants
search

have

Masvingo Province”, cooperatives in
District, a base-line study of
Rushinga District, “Evaluation of Agricultural
Extension Services Support to Women

in

Makoni

Africa

(CODESRIA).

ZIDS cooperates with government Ministries and departments, non-governmental
organisations NGOs, international

agencies particularly UN agencies as well
as

institutes in other countries!
As

a service parastatal, the institute is
wholly funded by the government in the
form of an annual grant. However, right

from the onset it has received financial

support for institution building and research
projects from the Swedish Agency for
Research Cooperation with Developing
Countries (SAREC).
No doubt, like any new organisation
ZIDS has had a share of its problems and
these have been mainly caused by foreign

acquire vital equipment, books and research materials. Efforts
are being made to resolve these problems
in order to create a propitious environment

currency constraints to

forthe undertaking of research. Similarly, a
hard search is underway for the building or

purchase of

a

permanent home for the

institute.
The last few months have

changes which

can

only

seen

augur

dramatic

well for the

future of ZlDS. There is a determined mood
to build a capacity for research and con-

sultancy. The plan referred to above will
certainly provide a framework for the operations of ZIDS. If the present mood continues, there is no doubt that the institute is
now poised to play an effective role nattonally and, indeed in the Southern African
context. At last ZIDS gets off the ground.
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Dzinotyiweyi makes history at iiZ.
Professor at the age of 36
The Thrust of mathematics in

Development: Trends and prospects

(Summary of an Inaugural Lecture given at
the University of Zimbabwe on 1 October
1987 as Professor of

Mathematics)

Throughout history, as mankind grappled
with nature in the process of development,
many new disciplines emerged and greater
interdependence among all activities of
developmental significance ensued. All
signs within our range of perception show
that this trend will continue

-

and continue

increasing pace-possibly indefinitely.
In most of these developments the use of
mathematics is both apparent and increasingly needed for their advancement. To
understand why mathematics is penetrating
all disciplines and remains closely linked
with their development, let me cite two
causes that are easy to comprehend and
that most people are already encountering
at

an

in one form or another.

Firstly in appraising most activities, one
observes, sometimes collecting a subsample of the result and test it or performing some other simulation of the experience. Thus empirical studies are employed widely in projects and, with the
coming of computers, almost every development programme will incorporate such
studies. Mathematics, or more specifically
the area of mathematics called statistics, is
the main tool employed in synthesising the
results based on empirical studies. Secondly there is the aspect of “force" which
can be mathematically characterised by an
equation involving a general function. For
specific phenomenon the general function
can be explicitly derived from the conditions
peculiar to that phenomenon and then the
equation would quantity the force involved.
Now in real life we know that some form of

“force” exists in every activity: it may be air
pressure, blood pressure, electric current,
heat intensity, force of inflation on con-

expenditure or on the exchange
currency, it may even be force of
death arising from the disease “AIDS”, etc.
Each of these has a corresponding mathematical formulation that is a special case of

sumer

rate of

a

general equation of force. (In some
the equation is difficult to establish
because of current human inability to full
comprehend the factors involved.)
Undoubtedly the major developmental

the

cases

thrust of mathematics falls in the area of

Technology (S&T) and a great
deal of the stock-in-trade of Applied Mathematics awaits delivery to that area. At the
Science and
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Hanerl A.M.

Dzinotylwayl

Born at Gutu Mission in 1950; and attended

Nyatsime College and Fletcher High
School, before enrolling at the University
of Zimbabwe

(Rhodesia) in 1971 to study
Mathematics, Geology and Physics. But he

maticians not just because of prospects for
expanding the territory of mathematical
innovation- both pure and applied. Forthis
reason it is not surprising that the long
intimacy of Mathematics and Physics
eventually led to the spin-off “Mathematical
Physics”, that between Mathematics and
Bilogy led to “Biomathematics”, that between Mathematics and Geology led to
“Geomathematics”, etc., now standing as
distinct disciplines. On the other hand.
Mathematics relates to Technology in
largely a one way process depicting the
application of mathematics in technological issues. Thus the thurst of mathematics
in

July 1973 his 3rd Year B.Sc. studies
interrupted when he was arrested
and expelled - together with such other
student leaders as Witness Mangwende,
Ibbo Mandaza, Simba Makoni and Dam-

technology development is vigorous especially now with the emergence of high
technology disciplines like microelectronics - not so much because of the high
turnover in original mathematics but rather
the increasing relevance of results already
on the market - sometimes picking very
elementary mathematics, sometimes stumbling on theorems that had been shelved in

budzo Marerhera in

the archives since the last century

was

the first U.Z. student to follow the B.Sc.

Hons, in Mathematics.
In

were

a

student demonstra-

tion

against the racialist practices of Ian
Smith’s regime. He wrote his final B.Sc.
examinations soon after leaving imprisonment; and in spite of that passed with an
upper Second Class in 1974. In 1975 he
enrolled for the M.Sc. degree at the university of Aberdeen (Scotland) and began
the Ph.D programme in 1976. After 6
months he found that his research problem
had been solved a year earlier by a Ph.D.
student at Nijmegen University (Netherlands). But after re-defining the research
problem, he completed his Ph.D. in the

and

occasionally encountering
mathematical theorems

-

some recent
all with concrete

applications.
Take for instance the so called “four
colour

conjecture” which states that for

any real or imaginary map of any size, the
minimum number of colours to colour the

countries

so

have the

same

ture was

that no two

adjoining countries

colour is four. (The conjeewell known to mathematicians

(Tanzania). After helping in the Zimbabwe
Election campaign of February, 1980, he
joined UZ as lecturer in May 1980. In
August 1982 he became Associate Professor; and November 1986 a full Professor.

during the last century but was only
solved, with the partial aid of a computer, in
the USA around 1977). This result should
be of great interest to, for instance,
designers and artists — especially where
paint may be in short supply as a minimum
of fou r different colours of paint can always
be employed to give distinct patterns. The
result can also be applied to some military
matters. In short, the result simply says
that the number “4" has a special role in
many cases where a minimal number of
items is required for a defined purpose and
the message is that it be recalled in
developmental issues of that form.
At the user level of Technology the

scientific level mathematics is linked with

truction of

record time of 15 months. His thesis was
entitled “Equi-regular Measures and Measures Continuous Under Translation on

Topological semi groups” (1977).
He joined the University of Nairobi in
1978 but resigned the following year to
join the ranks of ZANU (PF), working at the
ZAN U office in Dar es Salaam and M ugagao.

even

mathematical trend

the other Basic Sciences through a two
way process in which each side has an

input in the other. Thus new developments
Basic Sciences excite mathe-

among the

concerns

the cons-

simple models and numerical
tables for use by the extension services,
the public, the commercial sector and other
bodies who need not necessarily have the
mathematical know how but are engaged
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appliparticular the emergence of the
computer has inspired the construction of
many such mathematical models.
It is also pertinent to reflect on the role

formulation are employed in various fields
of economics. Even institutional investors
— though hesitant — often get a glimpse of
models with a view to selecting investment
portfolios that give maximal returns at

of mathematics in socio-economic studies,

certain levels of risk.
Lately mathematical applications have
extended even to social sciences like

in activities where mathematics is

cable. In

of mathematics in economics
received its first celebrated welcome, I
believe, mainly from Leontiefs’ input-output
table (1919) which still is possiblv the mos
widely known and widely employed

The entry

mathematical model

in

macro-economic

planning. The model is given for a particular
year in square matrix form with each entry
a numerical value indicating the input from
one economic sector into another. Using
elementary mathematics the model can be
projected to give an estimate of intersectorial linkages of a given future year. I
see two ways in which mathematics can be
further employed to improve the reliability
of such a model. Firstly production functions, incorporating various background
factors, can be devised and employed in
deriving the numerical entries. Secondly,
both the form of such production factors
and the compilation of sectorial data will
need to be attained in a manner that either
does
errors

not
or

allow inclusion of structural
minimises such errors with in-

creasing data.
Other models of different mathematical

sociology and international law, for instance
in analysing international disputes and

devising negotiating strategies and in the
general aspects of management decision
making. The techniques commonly employed in these areas come from a field
called “Discrete Mathematics”. The main
weakness in such studies arises from the

subjective nature of strategies commonly
employed which often does not agree with
mathematical deductive reasoning. Despite
this, where the studies focus on prospective events, some useful guidelines to the
events can be achieved,
In these models the mathematics used

is very standard and widely known and the

computer is used for data analysis and
testing the models. This also brings us to
the relationship of the computer and
mathematics. Veiwed from

a

mathematical

perspective the emergence of a computer
is the natural outcome under

Technology
Development to enable the transmission

science level to

with solutions

AFRICA

comprehensible in related

agency — namely the computer. My guess
is that within 20 years from now, the

computer will be

more common

all overthe

world than the hi-fi

(music) system is today.
Unfortunately the scope of mathematical
results that thre computer can perceive is
still very small and hardly covers a significant part of advanced Pure Mathematics.
With time a more sophisticated computer
capable of employing a wider range of
mathematical results is likely to emerge.
In short the computer remains a tool,
albeit an intelligent one, to be used in
various aspects particularly where mathematics is applicable.
Finally it is important to note that a
single mathematical result, even that
derived from some physical problem,
tends to be widely applicable to many
other situations of different physical form
and thereby helps to reveal some of the
vital linkages in developmental acitivites.
In a way this reveals the dialectics of
development.

of mathematical results from the basic

Monthly
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•
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•
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the ground. Over

numerical forms will be delivered to real life
use with the
aid of the Mathematics

Political and Economic

%

users on

the next few years those mathematical
results with numerically based solutions or

Book reviews
Available from September from:
Southern African Political and
Economic Monthly
P.O. Box MP 111,
Mount Pleasant, Harare
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CONFERENCES AND SEMINARS
SADCC Energy
Ministers Meeting in
Luanda — Sept 21-25
1987
The 18th SADCC Energy Ministers
meeting was officially opened by the host
Minister, the Hon. P. de Castro Van-Dunen
(Loy), Minister of Energy and Petroleum,
Minister of State for the Productive Sphere
on September 21 1987. The meeting was
attended by energy ministers from Botswana,
Lesotho,
Malawi,
Swaziland,
Tanzania and Zambia and its Executive

Secretary. Mozambique and Zimbabwe
were
represented by senior energy
officials. To assist and provide technical
advice to ministers during their deliberations were the official energy contact
persons.
The SADCC

Ministers’ meetings are

existence of the network of energy experts
and the support they have provided to the
energy sector. It was agreed that in future
ZERO be considered for SADCC projects
but that it was not part of SADCC. ZERO

also

represented the regional energy
meeting and the ministers
accepted ZERO’S role as a link between
SADCC Energy sector and the NGO’s.
The recognition by the Energy sector of
the network of regional experts is a turning
point in the relationship between regional
institutions and experts and provides a
base for ZERO to begin mobilizing' the
necessary resources for achieving its
objectives.
NGO's at the

Yemi Katerere

International Conference

Against Apartheid Sport
- 5, 6, 7 November 1987

Harare

generally convened to review progress
and status of regional projects and to
approve any new programmes submitted
by member states.

k\

The Technical and Administrative Unit

(TAU) which is the Energy Coordinating

nternanonal Conference

\

Unit based in Luanda chaired the officials’

meeting and its staff prepared and presented project summaries and reports
during the first two days.
It was interesting to note that studies
contracted to foreign consultants came
under heavy critism and in one case the
officials requested that the study be
redone. The E.T.C. fuelwood study which
utilised regional experts had an easy
third day the officials and
flown to Soyo to inspect

were

operational facilities for offshore oil
activities. Angola being the only oil producing SADCC member, this visit was not
only a popular outing but an educational
one

too.

The second SADCC
seminar

was

held

on

Energy Mieisters’

the 24th and focused

aspects of large hydropower systems.
Invited papers were read by representatives
of SIDA, NORAD, WORLD BANK, HYDROQUEBEC International, SADCC Energy
on

Coordinator and Volta River

Authority. The
of
the Energy Ministers and the first on woodfuel was held in Swaziland in May 1987.
seminars

were

The seminars
ministers

introduced at the request

are

intended to “educate”

various aspects of energy.
Members
ZERO attended the meeton

oi

ings at the invitation of the Energy Cordinating Unit and were given an opportunity to
introduce

the

network

to

the

energy

officials.
The final

Ministers’

W

/

‘fa-are, J 'nbatme
1907 li

day September 25 was the
Meeting at which projects and

program mes were reviewed and approved.
The Ministers officially recognised the
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The third and final seminar in the series

will take place in Harare from 20-23 April
for total isolation of apartheid South Africa
from international sport,
It is hoped that Prime Minister Robert
Mugabe will open the Conference. Ambassador Joseph Garba, Chairman of the
United Nations Special Committee Against
Apartheid, will deliver the keynote address,

—
Seminar: “Intellectuals, The state of
Imperialism: Towards Intellectual Decolonisation”.
20 - 24 October, 1987
1987, focusing on the theme of “Intellectuals, the State and Imperialism: Towards
Intellectual

Decolonisation”.

The

Co-

ordinating Committee have invited scholars
from SADCC countries, from Socialist
countries, and progressive scholars from
Western countries to participate in the
Seminar.

Among the topics to be addressed within
the overall theme will be:
*

An Overview of Third World Intellectuals

and their Relationship to the State
from the perspective of the State,

- both
and of

Scholars.
The third International Conference Against

*The Problems of Intellectuals. Universities
and Research Institutes in Relation to

Apartheid Sport will be held in Harare,

Imperialism and Neo-Colonialism.

Zimbabwe from 5 to 7 November 1987.
The conference is

passage.
On the

Ministers

Ji

L.. AGAINST APARTHEID SPCRT/J

aim of exploring the possibility of setting
up a multidisciplinary Institute for International Studies.

being organised by the
South African Non-Racial Olympic Committee (SAN-ROC) in association with the
Zimbabwe Olympic Committee, the Supreme Council for Sport in Africa, the Association of National Olympic Committees of
Africa and the Union of African Sports
Confederations; with assistance from the
United Nations Speciai Committee Against
Apartheid.
The purpose of the conference is to
bring together government ministers and
representatives, international, regional and
national sports bodies, African, Asian and
other IOC members and anti-apartheid
organisations from around the world to
study South Africa’s present and likely
future strategies to circumvent the sports
boycott, to examine ways in which these
may be countered by the anti-apartheid
organisations and to intensify the campaign
The departments of Economics, Law, and
Political Administrative Studies at the University of Zimbabwe are jointly responsible
for a series of seminars designed around
the broad theme “Imperialism and International Relations in Southern Africa”. The
seminars are part of a project sponsored
by the Ford Foundation with the long term

*

The

Relationship between Third World

Intellectuals

and

Scholars

in

Socialist

Countries, as well as with Progressive
Western Scholars.

Culture and Imperialism.
It is hoped that these issues - and others
-will be discussed both from the perspec*

tive of the State

and of academics, and that

scholars from Third World Socialist and
Western countries will be able to offer their

experiences of the problems

and their

solutions.

envisages that the
phase ofthe project, which will include

The Committee also
next

planningforthedeveiopmentof an Institute
for International Studies, will also be discussed at the seminar, both informally and
at a seminar session,
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PROFILE OFA HERO

Steve Biko and the Emergence and

Meaning of Black Consciousness
The author is

Ranwedzi Harry

Nengwekhulu

a

Co-founder member of the Black Consciousness Movement
a lecturer in Political

(B.C.M.) He is in exile in Botswana where he is
Studies at the local University

Ten Years This Year

settler colonialism. Black Consciousness
is therefore seen as an expression of the

1987 is the tenth anniversary of the brutal
murder by the racist white regime in South

struggle for national liberation. But what

Africa. Each year the black masses of
Azania have commemorated his death. But

are

his year the commemoration took a national and international outlook because it
is ten years since he was killed for his total

Biko and other adherents sacrificed their

precious lives? Despite concerted attempts
by some quarters to deny the achievements

commitment to the liberation of Azania
from white colonialism and international

of the Black Consciousness Movement in

advancing the

cause of black national liberation in Azania, there is no doubt that the
Black Consciousness Movement, through

imperialism.
But who was Steve Biko? Biko was the
founder member of the Black Conscious-

such

organizations as SASO, the Black
People’s Convention, Azapo etc has made

Movement and the first President of
the now banned South African Student’s
ness

immense contributions to the cause of
liberation. Firstly the emergence of the
Black Consciousness Movement in the late
1960s filled the political void created by
the banning of the ANC and PAC in 1960.

Organisation (SASO), the first standard
bearer of the Black Consciousness Movement in Azania. But Biko was not just a
founder member of the Black Consciousness Movement and SASO, but he was
also the central and decisive force behind
the movement. He was its articulate spokesman

and the think tank behind the

ment. His

Stephen Bantu Biko was born on 18 December
1946 in King Wiiliamstown, Cape Province.
Founder member and 1st President (1968) of the

political and intellectual shadow

to do so even

today. His vision of

a

free

socialist Azania lives on through the Black
Consciousness Movement and its many

organisations.
The

In the first

South African Students' Organization (SASO),
of the organs of the Black Consciousness

one

Movement

(B.C.M.) of Azania. Brutallj'
prison by the Pretoria regime on 12
September, 1972. He is survived by his wife
Ntsiki and two sons Samora and Ngosinathi.

murdered in

Meaning of Black Consciousness
colleagues Black Conmore

than more
but these

people are using exactly
reject. We do not have
the power to subjugate anyone. We
are merely responding to provocation
in the most realistic possible way.
Racism does not only imply exclusion
of one race by another - it always
presupposes that the exclusion is for
the purpose of subjugation. Blacks
have had enough experience as objects of racism not to wish to turn the
tables. While it may be relevant now

of the black skin. But rather transcended
the

the value

struggle against

social^economic, political and psycho-

logical domination and exploitation of black
by the white settler regime. Hence Black
was

defined in terms of socio-economic

political. The Black Consciousness movement did not therefore on ly seek to liberate
Azania from Colonial and imperialist appression but also to establish

an

Azania

which would be able to withstand attempts
to instal neo-colonialism. But the choice of

we

talk about black

in relation to

Black Consciousness, by Biko and his

to

colleagues, as an ideological compass for
determining the content and direction of
the struggle for liberation was not dictated
by racist feelings but rather by the socioeconomic, political and historical realities

white, we must not make this our
preoccupation, for it can be a nega-

of the situation in Azania.

aptly put it:
“Some will charge that
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five exercise.”

(1971)

The

Struggle for National Liberation
Black Consciousness is a response to the

racialization of the socio-economic and

As Biko

we are

racist

become

political structure of Azania. It is therefore
racialized nationalist response to white

a

a

taboo

as

a

result of fear of

political persecution by the white regime.
Hence Biko’s injunction that
“We must

remove

from our vocab-

ulary completely the concept of fear.”
(Biko 1971)
Thus

glorification in the colour and pigmentation
skin colourto embrace the

SASO, in the late 1960s revived open
black liberation politics at a time when
open black liberation poiitics had almost

Black

For Biko and his

sciousness meant much

place the emergence of Black
more specifically,

Consciousness, and

move-

dominated the entire spectrum of black
liberation politics in Anzania and continues

the concrete achievements of the ideo-

logy of Black Consciousness for which

Revolutionary Politics
emergence of SASO

the

was

a

momentous historical event for if reestablished open black revolutionary politics. The second major contribution made

by the Black Consciousness Movement
through such organisations as SASO, BPC,
Nayo, etc. was the introduction of a new
nation of political mobilization in the
struggle for black liberation. This strategy
involved the introduction of community
development programmes leadership training programmes etc. Community development programmes the setting up of community projects jointly with the people
rather than for them. The idea here was to
create concrete conditions which would
create conducive conditions for

between the
The aim

rapport

and the organizations.
therefore not to ameliorate

masses

was

the

pathetic conditions under which black
people live. It was to mobilize the masses
through concrete actions. Leadership
training programmes involved the deliberate inculcation of radical leadership skills
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necessary to

prosecute the struggle. These

graded into phases, and
they involved school and non-school going
kids, secondary school pupils and students
at tertiary education level. The aim was to
programmes were

concientize activists as well as

creating

a

perennial reservoir leadership to withstand
regime. Thus the Black
Consciousness Movement introduced a
new mobilization dimension, moved away
from platform politics, a feature of the pre-

white settler colonialism. This

perspective
beyond the borders struggle was

directionless mixed grill called “democratic
movement” is the only genuine movement

translated in the Southern African Student

in Azania. The Black Consciousness Move-

Movement, spear-headed by SASO, which
comprised Zimbabwe, Botswana, Lesotho,

artifical

Mozambique and

whites.

of the

Swaziland,
Angola.

Namibia,

A

the wrath of the

black consciousness era.

which introduced the notion of disinvest-

strategy against colonialism and
imperialism. The notion of an alternative
educational system for blacks was also
introduced into black liberation politics
by the Black Consciousness Movement
ment as a

I

it

was

the

Black

Consciousness

Movement which introduced the notion of

theology to counter theological and
religious domestication of blacks. There
black
are

many

1976 Soweto

Uprisings

But perhaps the most conspicious success
of the Black Consciousness Movement is

innumerable projects introduced

in its

political significance. The inspiration that

struggle against colonialism
extending beyond the borders of Azania.

I

Hence it established, through SASO, con-

tact with black students in Zimbabwe who

also involved in

a

struggle against

some degree of mismanagement
by irrational conservatives at the
top... They see blacks as additional
levers to some complicated industrial
machines. .” (Biko 1972)
.

etc. This is

sciousness

ment saw the

.

from

sciousness Movement, the philosophy that
Steve Biko played a central and crucial role

order to advance the cause of black liberation. But the black consciousness move-

I

integration, whose

often extolled in white

are

.

of the Black Con-

origin, definition and development
inspite of attempts by some
misguided elements to portray the Black
Consciousness Movement as being dead.
Thus Biko lives through the Black Con-

blacks and

liberal circles, is full of unquestioned
assumptions.
It is concept long
defined by whites and never examined
by blacks. It is based on the assumption that all is well the system apart

Black Consciousness Movement and the

by the black consciousness movement in

were

virtues

continuing political turmoil is a living of the
success

impressed by the

between

As Steve Biko puts it,
“The concept of

uprisings. No genuine
revolutionary can deny the fact that the
1976 uprisings were the culmination of the
political mobilization undertaken by the

resilence and

coalitions

Lasting Contribution

the 1976 student

Strategy
Thirdly it was the Black Consciousness
Disinvestment As A

and

ment has never been

Movement

and

its

growing

Steve Biko instilled in the black activists
and the innerconvictionsthat characterize

And Steve Biko more than ten years ago

is

valid today as it was then. The socalled “new democratic movement" is
still

as

merely old wine in a new bottle. But the
most appropriate tribute to Biko is to sustain the struggle for liberation, and as he
himself put it.

the adherents of the black consciousness
movement will

guarantee that blacks realize

their commitment to establish

a

Socialist

Azania and kilt the lie that the amorphous.

“Our preparedness to take upon
ourselves the cudgels of the struggle
will see us through.” (Biko 1972)
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BOOKS

Dreams and Revolution
Towards An

Understanding
of the Mozambique
Situation
Yussuf Adam
MOZAMBIQUE: A DREAM UNDONE
THE POLITICAL ECONOMY &

DEMOCRACY, 1975-1984
by Bertil Egero,
Scandinarian Institute of African Studies

Uppsala, 230 pages
analysis of the struggles for freedom offers, fo all of those who study them
as examples of fhe conquest and of the
defence of Peoples’ Power, the constant
danger of making the wrong interpretation
The

of such
I

The

a

historical process.

struggles for freedom in Southern

Africa — and in particular the Mozambican
Revolution — unfold themselves within a
framework in which the enemy (in this case
apartheid and colonialism) has got great
possibilities for misinformation. Not surprising,
therefore, sometimes these
struggles are presented as “imported
systems”, “turmoil provoked by agitators,
enemies of peace and order”, “agents of
international communism without any
local support” or “pro-Soviet and pro
Chinese factions fighting each other”.
It is against this background that the

viewpoints of both the liberation movements and those analysts who know the
reality are easily forgotten. The barrier of
silence

I

and

misinformation

has to

be

destroyed; and the public opinion has to be
mobilized by making public the victories of
the Struggle tor Freedom. This is the
context of this review of Bertil Egero’s
book, Mozambique: A Dream Undone.
Too often the positive sides are generalized whereas the contradictions, the
negative aspects and the defeats are
either
highlighted, or presented as
problems in the process of being solved, or
the
struggle is transformed into a
“crescendo” of victories. Apparently, a
great number of analysts seem not to
detect any contradiction (at least at the
level of the texts) until the moment when
some serious problem (e.g. internal purge,
neqotiations with the “enemy”, alliances
etc.) arises.
Mozambique offers some interesting
examples of this type of analyses; the swift
change from the original revolution when
all was good, to the difficult process, or to
the “revolution in tatters” (Saul: 1985),
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(Saul: 1986), (Campbell: 1984), (Saul:
1973).
The book, Mozambique: A
Dream
Undone? The Political Economy of Democracy, 1975-1984 by Bertil kEgero which is
the object of this analysis Illustrates the
methodological problems that arise out of
reductionist analysis based on empirical
and insufficient enquiry.
The author’s aim was to study the contradications in the process of building
People’s Power in Mozambique which, in
his opinion, results from a conflict of goals
and interests, between two strategies: the
modernization of fhe economy; and popular
mobilization and democracy (pp. 14). The
author’s concern “is neither the description
nor

the clarification of the facts and events,

but the

the

period between 1974 and 1984? What
meaning of the Victoria Falls Agree-

is the

ment or the commitment between Kuanda
was Frelimo’s part in it?
By not defining his analystical parameters, the writer analyses the contradict-

and Vorster? What

ions out of context. The debate on the

concepts of People’s Power would have
been clarified if the analysis had been
undertaken within the context of the history
of Frelimo. The combination that he attempts
in

thechapter“Popular Power, Democracy

and Socialist Tradition” (pp. 35-46) as a
discussion of general concepts and their

applications to the Mozambican case clarities neither the theoretical debate nor the
problems of the People’s Power in Mozambique.
The book would have been more en-

understanding (penetration) into

Phenomenon.” The
sources are “original texts and documents,

riched and the theme more enhanced had
the author confined himself to some of the

political discourses by Frelimo Leadership,
personal Interviews at all levels of society,
research and writing by other students of
Mozambique”, (pp.15). However, there is
no evaluation of any of these, neither in the
introduction nor in the text. Any data (contained either in an interview, analysis by a
specialist or from Frelimo staff itself) is
taken as a fact without any effort to see it
as the specific result of a struggle within a
specific process.
The two analytical problems that appear
consistently throughout the text and which
end up by distorting Egeno’s conclusions

questions that he himself poses.
What was the experience in Mozambique
concerning the material and moral incentives? Does there exist in Mozambique an
intermidiary class that uses the political
power to accumulate for itself? What were
the social differences during the armed
struggle and afterwards?

the

depths

are as

of the

follows:

1)The problem of analysing Frelimo on the
basis of either
ment in

a

a

“model liberation move-

neo-colonialist Africa” or as “a

Asian
Mozambique Braganca and Depelchin have
warned against this tendency (1986:166).
The use of the 7th September, 1974, the
date of the Cease Fire Agreements between
the Portuguese Government and Frelimo
in Lusaka, as a chronological milestone of
fhe beginning of post-Independence period, makes the agreement a fact in itself: a
sign of victory, placing in a second place
the process that gave place to this victory;
a contradictory process, of constant internal struggle is transformed in one glorious
milestone, empty of content. The choice of
the Nkomati Agreement (pp. 83-86) forthe
finishing line of his analysis is not without

faithful copy of Eastern European or
Socialist practices” with regard to

significance.
It shows what for the author means a

total turning point in the internal and
external Frelimo policies, which changed
from a bastion against apartheid to a
defeated centre for coloboration. lA/haf
shall we say, then, about the relations
between

Mozambique and South Africa in

2. Incorrect Generalizations

Without

concrete research

investigation
the theoretical patterns
become useless, devoid of reality. It is not
the reality that is useful to a theory; the preconceived patterns are filled in with facts.
The previous problems are compounded
by the internal organisation of the book
and by the poor clarity of the arguments.
The problem of the origins of People’s
Power in Mozambique is dealt with both in
the first three chapters as on the last two
chapters, but one cannot grasp in a clear
manner the subjects being debated. After
reading a few passages concerning the
in

each

a

case,

disunited bandits one does not know what
is

Egero’s opinion on the subject. In the
beginning of the text these are considered
as a tool of the South African regime
(whose effects are compounded by internal
problems) to make the Mozambican Government pliable and docile to the demands
by apartheid, (pp. 90-91). But later the
phenomenon is referred to as “involving
Mozambicans against Mozambicans.” He
forsees at the end of the book a permanent
state of resistance. What is the author’s

position concerning the armed bandits?
resistance is he talking about?
Against whom? And with what objectives?
In this way Egero’s text becomes extremely difficult to analyse.
The present text is divided into three
parts which we identify as being the components of Bertil Egero’s argument:
What
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1. The

origin and impiication of People’s

Power;
2. The organs

of People's Power and their

functions;
3. The main contradiction during
10 years of independence.
4.

the first

Origins and implementation of People’s

The Armed

Struggle
The analysis of People’s Power in Mozambique, mainly of its origin during the process of armed struggle, implies
questioning
of the myths reproduced by Bertil
Egero. The author maintains that in a process of armed struggled based on the
some

peasantry, the development of a collective
attitude is made easy by the relative closeness between the leadership and the
masses; and by the intimate connection
between armed struggle, production and
of the

development, (pp.37). The example
armed struggle in Mozambique

shows that that connection is not a natural
automatic one, bu the result of a com-

or

plex process of struggle and contradictory
development (Littlejohn: 1984) (CEA: 1984)
(CEA: 1986).
The need for this relationship is great
not only for the achievement of political
power but also to maintain it, in the case of
People’s Power understood as “power in
close relationship with the working masses,
and authenticated by the satisfaction of
the concrete needs of the people.” If that
does not happen, we have a system in
which People’s Power is no more than a
batch of words, of empty slogans. That
essence, I dare say, is the essence of any
people’s power.
The contradictions in the midst of Frelimo
in 1962 or in 1964-1965, did not disappear

just because the exploiters were expelled
from Frelimo, in 1968-1969. Many groups
of exploiters stayed within Frelimo, until
now. There are many examples. The fact
that the meeting of the Central Committees
of the Frelimo Party in September 1987
(18 years after the 2nd Congress during
which the problem of the exploitation of
many by man was discussed) dealt with the
problem of private property owned by its
members, illustrates the existence of different conceptions of property and even
class interests. (Adam: 1984) (CEA: 1984)
(CEA: 1985).
The Colonial State
The

analysis of the colonial state is carried
by the author in order to set up the
preconditions for the development of
People’s Power. For Egero the legacy of
administration by the co-operative state
made easy the unity (marriage) with the
authoritarian tradition of Eastern Europe
(PP.184).
But how is it that it was possible to
establish People’s Power in the liberated
zones and not in the rest of the country?
An analysis of the colonial state that
out

would take into consideration the class
formation amongst the colonized would
have provided the writer with data that
would enable him to understand not
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But the implementation of rural

developprojects aimed at alleviating hunger
and at correcting mistakes in previous
policies in the formation of “communal
villages” was interrupted by the action of
the “matsangaigas”, the popular name
given to the armed bandits (Adam: 1986).
ment

kept away from any political
participation. The colonial
state is seen as an identity that only survives
through violence and exploitation. Important positions are put aside; what is the role
played by the Mozambicans towards the
administration of the state? What is the
are

and economic

Power.

social

the armed struggle but also the postindependence period. The basic features
of the colonial development are characterized by a lenear form in which all the

only

The

Organ of People’s Power
description of the various structures of
People’s power (functions, components,
etc.) obtained from official documents
gives us an idea as to how this institution
should function ideally. But what is the
disparity between theory and practice.
Although, paying certain attention to
the Party, with a central role for the estabThe

colonial

policy towards the different strata
and classes of the colonized?
The struggle for independence cannot
be limited to the zone, to the north of the
country, to just the military confrontation
between the guerilla army and the colonial
army. Inspite of PIDE, the struggle against
the colonial system took place, also, inside
the country through various organisations

lishment of People’s Power, little information exists about the internal functioning

(performance) of the Party, about the
the decisions

with different levels of connections with
Frelimo. After 25th in Portugal, it was carried
out

by the Democratas de Mocaumbique,
organisation in opposition to the Salazar
regime existent during the colonial period;
and by other underground Frelimo activists
and former political prisoners. There was
an

an intensive work of mobilization in
support
of Frelimo.

The

Post-Independence

The analytical problems discussed for other
periods are the same. The degradation in

Frelimo, according to Egero, takes place
Congress and the adoption of
an economic policy
favouring economic
development. According to the author,
Frelimo tried to give the big jumps forward
with both feet: mobilization (Chinese example) and modern development (Soviet
tutelage) (78-80).
Yet in spite of all the problems, the
Mozambican economy had shown a growth
of 17% between 1977 and 1981, i.e. the
overall
social product
jumped from
with the 3rd

US$2203.87 millions in 1975 to US$2598.77
in 1981.

The writer acknowledges the difficult
situation of Mozambique in a Southern
Africa dominated by apartheid aggression

which tries to polarize the East-West conflict in the zone, in order to disguise the
main problems. But what can be said about
the sanctions against the Ian Smith’s

regime? What is the effect of that war in
People’s Power?
Can we call a destabilisation strategy
started by Rhodesians and passed over to
the apartheid regime, a war of Mozambicans against Mozambicans? (93). Howto
explain the previous remark if Egero conaiders that the logic of the South African
attitude is to bring about a “changing politterms of

ical behaviour”? What
this

strategy

in

are

building

the effects of
up

People’s

Power?
Without any doubts one cannot put the
total responsibility into destablisation. The

policies that have been implemented

are

also partly to blame. One of the seroius
problems that destablisation uncovered
was the lack of attention provided by the
Mozambican government to the self-defence of the population.

•

are

way
taken about the relation-

ship grassroots-leadership. What is the
role of the state and party organs at the
various levels? Was it necessary for
President Machel, himself to worry about
the harbour, about the factories? According
to the media, the opinion by many people
was negative.
The comparison of the performance of
People’s Power in Mozambique and in
Cuba, does not help to enlighten the problems being analysed. To compare Cuba
and Mozambique implies to see the difference between the two countries, not only
in terms of economic development but also
according to the geographic, cultural and
political characteristics. How can we compare a country that attained its independence in the 19th Century with another
one

in 1975?

It is necessary to establish a comparison
between the starting points of both revolu-

tions: What is the level of

development?
present? It is unacceptable the statement by B.E. that the revolutionary forces in Mozambique took power
in a political vacuum. What existed was not
of the same type that the 26th of July found
in Cuba concerning parties and other
organizations. What organizations did Frelimo find? Can one compare Baptista’s
regime to Salazar’s? How and what criteria
must be used? (pp.171-177).
What is left from a previous political and
administrative regime beyond institutions,
parties, trade unions? What are the existing social, political and economic relationships? What groups were formerly in power
What

are

and what

the forces

were

the

ones

them? Was there any

that substituted

relationship between

today’s power carriers and those before
the revolution?
The

Contradictions

of

the

Existing

System
The central thesis in

Egero’s book is that
Mozambique during the first ten years of independence was

the main contradiction in
a

contradiction

between

the

model of

Eastern

European socialism (development
of production forces, centralized planning
and state authority) and the popular political objectives announced by Frelimo. (pp.
141). For him, the destructive character of
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Frelimo’s socialist project does not exist

(p. 184). This type of analysis us
to as Marcelino do Santos said of such
analyses:

any more.

"Because

we

went to the

bush,

some

'Ah! You followed Mao Tse
Tung because you did not go with

can

say,

Lenin to the cities’.
We followed our path. It is difficult to
explain that we did not follow other
people’s paths because many people
think that if one thing was done in a
country in one way and In another
country in another way, all those that
come later will have to do like they
did. And why are they following? No!
They are defining their own paths
and in that process they are inventing
(acquiring an identity). They are not
copying. It is noteasyto think tha t we
also have invented our path, even if
our pa th has got similarities with the

Ministry of Planning.
People’s Power, as SamoraMachei said,
is a process without school, without teachers. Egero tries to define it from an
idealistic point of view:- a correct path,
without struggles, where People's Power
will be something defined and programmed,
But the goodwill and the manifestations of
a fatherly trust are not enough. It has to be
understood that the path for the establishmentof People's Powerisnotadirectone: it
in the

is not without mistakes and contradictions.

Actually, we are walking on new
paths. In Mozambique, nobody ever
made a revolution, and above all
socialism. We

path personality and we are

capaoie

of inventing our own path

(.

.

yet exist in Mozambique. Whatcolour
is it? Is it a bit more red: a bit more
pink, nobody knows. We are giving it
the colour, now. It is a bit more

if a bit more circular? Ah!
Nobody knows. We are giving it the
shape now. There is nobody else that
can say what it is, what this revolution
we are making should be. We are the
only ones who can tell about the

square,

.). There is a lot of difference

of doing things in
Mozambique and the way of doing
things in China, even during the
process of revolutionary war." (Marcelino dos Santos: 1985:18).
We need to go beyond e vidence. Why did
rural development policy that was based on

Mozambican character of socialism;

picture: with our face.
Wha tma kes us to find these paths?

our

When

cooperative - end
up by favouring the agricultural state enterprises? Why did they not function? Are
there no other factors apart from the iustifi-

state, private, peasant,

of cadres and means, late
delivery of seeds and inputs? The class
structure of the peasantry and the reaction
of some groups iof peasants to state presment, shortage

cence

will ha ve contributed to this situa tion.

(Heimele: 1986).

the war for liberation has shown the

close

relationship between development and
mobilization. It is not possible to win the
support of the peasantry for a cooperative
project if the coopera tive does not produce
greater benefits for the peasant than his
own family property.
The methodology applied, the inability to
see as problems the questions under research, and the lack of utiliza tion ofelemen-

author’s initial in-

tention of digging deeply into the contradictions of People’s Power to be transformed
into a statement of pre-conceived opinions
without the necessary empiric research.
A much more fruitful contribution would
result from a deep study of some of the
themes of which the author has got some

evidence. It would have been more useful to
have his memorandum of his 20 years of
contact with Mozambique, of his experience
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not.

that the former productive relationships
are still maintained. If he had accepted this
starting point, Egero’s analysis would have
been more interesting.
(Translated from Portuguese by Lucilla
Salbani. Edited by Ibbo Mandaza — both

apologise for any errors.)

.

go

like this, we may be pulled to the left but
we come

back to the movement, we

pulled to the right but (we)
come back to the starting point. The
essence has to be there.. ."(Marcelino

can
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going forward for new

be

dos Santos: 1987:

19).

position can be interpreted
as a refusal to accept criticism. But it could
be a form of self-appraisal. Marcelino dos
Santos again:
The above

If more attention had been given to the
history of Frelimo and to the history of the
armed struggle there would have been a
better understanding of the false dicotomy
between economic growth an people’s participation. Frelimo’s own experience during

tary sources make the

we are

objectives, we often don’t know what
is the shortest way. But the important
thing is to secure, to safeguard the
fundamental tendency, the essence
of the revolution. It it exists (.
.)
actually there is no problem. We can

I the interaction between four sectors

jI cations given about inefficient manage-

that there was no change in relation

the ones who are

Socialism is something in existence
since 1971. It is true. But it does not

between the way

\

mean

to those that have and those that have

building it

Chinese path because we started
our own

are

Congress, Anchieta was questioning what, from the point of view of the
Mozambican people, is the main contradiction: “Those that were eating yesterday,
are those that are eating well today”, may

the 4th

"We have to know how to pay the
price of our mistakes, of our inadequacies."
We know that even the correct

path that today we want to build has.
not doubt, numerous problems. Well
and then? We are aware thatwhat we

mustexpectis not to be perfect today,
but simply to be able to carry out the
tasks and, if we make mistakes, we
must recognise our mistakes and
correct them. Nothing else. Progressively we will create the mechanisms
to decrease the

mistakes"- (Marce-

lino dos Santos: 1984:20).
It is on the analysis of concrete

situations

that the social scientist has a role to

play:
by detecting those mistakes in order to put
forward solutions and methodologies that
will make that method as close as possible
to that reality that is to be transformed. If
Egero had done that he would have understood that when Anchieta Zona spoke to
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mentalism of the state had necessitated
the co-option

of such institutions

as

trade

unions, peasant associations and protessional bodies. The chapter sets out the
context in which the following essays
discuss the ways and means in which the

autonomy of these civil institutions and of
Parliament was undermined by what had
become

an

authoritarian state.

Shivji contends that the ruling class in
contemporary Tanzania is composed of
two major blocs; These are what he terms
(1) the state bourgeoisie and (2) the private
bourgeoisie (consisting of private industrial
and comercial capital). It is the state
bourgeoisie, in his view, which plays a
hegemonic role in the ruling bloc while the
petty bourgeoisie (particularly in the party,
Chama Chamapinduzi) provided a suppor-

costs. The

autonomy of the trade union
destroyed with the formation of the state-sponsored National Union
ofTanganyika Workers and later Juwata as
a constiment organization of under the
Party. Kapinga observes that the state has
“suppressed almost all forms of labour
resistance and created a stringent legal
machinery for the control of labour”. The
movement was

“neo-colonial state”

was thus enmeshed in
irreconcilable contradiction between
the interests of labour and capital.
an

Attempts at invigorating agricultural
production foundered on the passive resistance of peasants. These had not been
involved in the planning process, in particular of huge villagization programmes in
the early 1970s. The programme represented a massive attempt at social

SAUL, John (S, (ed), 1985, A Difficult Road.

tive role. But the relations between the

engineering without the requisite planning

The Transition to Socialism in

stateand

and grassroot participation. As an attempt
to draw out more peasant produced sur-

Mozambique.

Monthly Review Press.
SAUL, John S, (ed), 1986, Development
and Counter Development Strategies in
Mozambique. Paper presented at the
Norwegian Development Studies Conference, Bergen, April.

private bourgeoisie werecharacterized by accommodation and struggle.
The thrust of Shivji's class analysis is
however that the state has, for its own
purposes, systematically undermined the
autonomy of civil organizations. Given whe
he construes

as

the resultant weakness of

the

THE STATE AND WORKING
PEOPLE IN TANZANIA

Lloyd Sachikonye
The State and

working people In Tanzania
edited by Issa Shivil
(Dakar) CODESRIA BOOK SÉIRIES
1986
194 pages

‘J

i

reads

was a

a

ing political opposition “in the face of
sharpening contradictions resulting from
their failure to deliver the goods of independence to the people”.

collection of

solid, critical essays by Tanzanian scholars
the nature and tendencies of the state

in Tanzania. It is probably the most lightly
argued and incisive critique of what the
authors terms the hegemony, authoritarianism and developmentalism of the

Tanzanian State.

introducing chapter Shivji who
collection

Tanzanian State has

remarks

that

the

simultaneously

pre-

“liberal image” whiie exercising a
virtual organizational hegemony over the
a

popular classes. Its developmentalism has
failed

to

result

in

material

economic

development. The hegemony and develop-
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project of the petty bourgeoisie to

consolidate its power while stiffling grow-

on

sented

of the Re-

Mwakyambe argues that the movement
towards the one-party system in Tanzania

AND THE
WORKING PEOPLE
IN

This book consists of

the

introduction

Constituion in 1962, the
establishment of a one-party system and
the overshadowing of Parliament by the
Party and especially the National Executive

As

In his

the

(NEC), as landmarks in the process
of centralization of power and influence.

TANZANIA

edits

into

publication

Council

THE
STATE

I

popular classes, the immediate politics
of the country in the context of a difficult
economic crisis will largely be shaped by
the “Sharpening contradiction between
the state and private bourgeoisie”.
The process by which the ruling class
concentrated
power within the state
apparatus is analysed by Mwakyambe. He

a

corrective to studies which have

uncritically analysed the role of the Party
(CCM), Mlimuka and Kabudi present a
penetrating critique of this central insitution in the Tanzanian State. The party was
not only a special ideological apparatus of
the State but also utilised repressive (state)
apparatus to consolidate its hegemonic
position. In turn, the State borrowed the
ideological pre-eminence and prestige of
the party to legitimise its rule. The problem
was that, in Tanzania as much as some
other African countries, we had a party
which appealed to the sentiments of
peasants and workers, but which in reality
served the interests of the

bourgeoisie.
Party should not be judged by Its
manifestoes but by its actions!
In their respective chapters on the
kThe

demobilization of trade unions, peasants

and

students, Kapinga, Mapolu, Naali,
Mvungi show that the road to
hegemony entails considerable Social
Peter and

pluses for the state it was bound to fail.
Mapolu notes that when related to population growth both food and export crops
steadily declined as a consequence. State
measures

to exert dominant control over

agricultural marketing through statutory
boards ran against snags as peasant production dwindled due to inefficiencies, late
payments and bad price mechanisms.
Naali observes that the attempt by the
state bureaucracy to dismantle cooperatives in order to

cream

off the Lion’s share

of

peasants’ surpluses became selfdefeating as production plummeted. The
Cooperative Act of 1982 which reinstated
cooperatives was an admission of a policy
disaster in agriculture.
Taken as a whole, this collection of
essays is a well argued and concise
critique of the Tanzanian State and its
institutions. They succeed in demonstrating the serious flaws in state policies and
the consequences of the systematic repression of popular or civil institutions.
One would have however expected it to be
explained in more detail why the Tanzanian
State was ’authoritarian’ and ‘hegemonic’
to the extent it was. And why in spite of its
“authoritarian” character it had failed to
mobilize the masses and resources for

development. The symptoms of that failure

agricultural decline, shortages of capital
some consumer goods, reliance on
infusions or foreign aid and recent con-

—

and

cession

to

the

IMF

and

multinational

point to deep rooted structural
problems which the Tanzanian State faces.
Domestic policies have accentuated some
of these problems but international economic conditions have also played a part.
The constraints exerted by the latter have
probably not been sufficiently dealt within
the book partly perhaps because they
have been overemphasized in the past.
Furthermore, what the essays clearly
show are the limits to the “hegemony” of
the state. Although the State succeeds in
disbanding autonomous trade unions, it
encounters spirited workers’ struggles in
the post-Mwongozo period, kThe peasants
defy the state by boycotting the production
capital

—

SAPEM NOVEMBER 1987

of certain commodities such

cashew nuts and
on

so

as

coffee,

forth to concentrate

food crops. Students lampoon the os-

tentation and wealth of party and goverment officials. Conditionalities enforced
fhe state by the IMF constitute the
elements of

a

new

economic

recovery

programme
monic class

(IRP). The picture of a hegegets modified in fhe context of

these limits

on

Finally,

the State.

analysis of the nature of
struggles in Tanzania
this book is a good, concise contribution, it
achieves in unravelling the ciass content
as an

the state and class

of state policies, their contradictions and
consequences. The utility of class
is thus amply demonstrated.

analysis

Lloyd Sachikonye is the Head of Division
for Labour Studies, Zimbabwe Institute of
I

Development Studies (ZIDS)

THE CONTRADICTIONS
AND HYPOCRISIES OF A

(COLONIAL) INTELLIGENCE
OFFICER

ban his party and

Mugabe discovered, in
euphoria of victory, a friend.
What Mugabe feared was a Rhodesian
military coup - and the electric force of that
fear became clear in the year when he fired
the

General Walls as commander of Zimbabwe’s
new, amalgamated security forces. Scarcely less remarkable than Mugabe’s acceptance of Ian Smith’s top soldier had bene
his retention of Smith’s top secret policeman and counter-insurgency expert, Ken
Flower, Director-General of the Central
Intelligence Organization. Indeed the CIO
passed from Smith’s office to Muzorewa’s
to Mugabe’s with few dismissals or resignations at senior level. Flower’s new political controller. Minister of State for Security
Emmerson Mnangagwa, had himself been
maltreated by the Special Branch (Flower
does not mention this) after blowing up a
railway locomotive in the 1960s.
Ken Flower, who died recently, was a
Cornishman of sufficiently gentle stock to
qualify for the British South Africa Police,

with whom he enlisted in 1937 as a mounted trooper. By 1961 he was Deputy Commissioner of the BSAP; two years later
Prime Minsiter Winston Field (who above

all others commanded Flower's affection)
invited him to head Rhodesia’s new secret
service. Within

David Caute

Serving Secretly: An Intelligence
Chief

on

Record: Rhodesia into

Zimbabwe, 1964-1981
by Ken Flower
In April 1980 independent Zimbabwe emerged from the rotting womb of Southern
Rhodesia, UDI Rhodesia, ZimbabweRhodesia and finally, during the culminating
four months of British sovereignty, Rhodesia, again. As the wits remarked at the
conclusion of the Lancaster House Conference, this was the first time that a black

Prime Minister had stepped down in favour
of a colonial Governor in the name of

But Bishop Muzorewa was not
amused, nor was the author of this book,
Ken Fiower, head of Rhodesia’s Secret
progress.

Service since 1963.
Prime Minister Robert Mugabe and his
wife recently attended the funeral in
England of Rhodesia’s last British Governor,
Lord (Christopher) Soames. Sally Mugabe

wept. To those of us who covered the
desperate election campaign of JanuaryMarch 1980, such a display of affection
would have seemed inconceivable. Emerging from the bush and exile, Mugabe’s
Zanu-PF was convinced that the British in
Government House were plotting to engineer a coalition headed by Nkomo and

Muzorewa, with Mugabe out in the cold. An
unidentified Rhodesian unit staged suecessive attempts on Mugabe’s life, the
black Jacobin’s denunciations of Soames’s
collusion become increasingly bitter. And
yet, only hours after Zanua-PF overwhelming victory on 3rd March, Mugabe and
Soames were joined in a jovial embrace

ousted

months Field had been

by the Rhodesia Front hard-liners

whose leader

was Ian Smith.
Flower’s detailed account of the internal

and

diplomatic manoeuvring before and

after Smith’s

Unilaterial

Declaration of

Independence in November 1965 is of
considerable historical interest, not least
because Flower was privy to virtually every
move in both Rhodesia and
Britain, and
later reinforced his memory by a freewheeling privatization of the CIO’s files.
But no government will move to injunct this
book, or confiscate the royalties, because
Mr Flower served an illegal regime which
no longer exists - his
Top Secret documents thus enjoy no more legal
currency
than

Monopoly

money.

Involved in successive political compromises from the time of the Kissinger

negotiations in 1976, Ian Smith

longer
retains his heroic role in the myth and
legend of white Rhodesia. Flower makes
no attempt to rehabilitate Smith,
depicting
him as a predictable disaster. Yet Smith’s
stubborness was also visionary, given the
almost unamimous passion of white Rhodesians for sustaining to racial supremacy
whateverthe price. Mr Flower, while striving
to distance himself from the regime he
served at the highest level, fails to demonstrate that his own, supposedly more
sophisticated, perception of black nationalism could have deferred the reckoning.
In reality Flower fought black nationalism
as ruthlessly as his South African
colleague,
Hendrik van den Bergh, head of BOSS,
no

whose Afrikaner fanaticism Flower belittles
in a manner typical of Rhodesians parading

to unlock. Soames had

their British culture. As he vividly recounts.
Flower was up to his neck in the putrid

resisted intense Rhodesian pressure to

colonialism of Portuguese Mozambique

which

was never

and was personally responsible for launching the MNR movement, which today
wreaks havoc in that desperate country
and along Zimbabwe’s eastern border. (In
1980 Flower quickly handed the MNR over
to its present. South African, godfathers.
He professes to be shocked by the result.)
Flower - ‘as one who had played the
violin alone in the Somali wastes’ - often
claims dismay at the results of his own
initiatives. The Selous Scouts and the'dirty
tricks’ operations

by the pseudo-terrorist
wither got out of hand or into the
wrong hands; Flower blames the Selous
Scouts’ commander. Colonel Ron ReidDaly, whose own book naturally blames
everyone but himself. Flower took the
desperate Ndabaningi Sithole to King
gangs

Hassan of Morocco to collect

pounds, yet

was

a

million

appalled by the desper-

pounds, yet was appalled by the depradations inflicted by Sithole’s auxiliaries in the
tribal trust lands. He also recounts how

a

leading African clergyman was enlisted in
the bogus recruitment for the nationalist
of young blacks who were then
despatched to the guerrilla camps in poisoned uniforms. They died a siow death in
cause

the bush: ‘it became so diabolically suecessful that exposure seemed inevitable
and

so the principal perpetrators had to be
eliminated- rather as a hunter will finish off
a wounded animal to stop further
suffering.’
The parenthetical clause is the essence of

Ken Flower. The clergyman was murdered.
The world assumed he was the victim of
nationalist factionalism; Mr Flower cannot
resist a chuckle.

Flower constantly speaks with two incompatible voices; his book chokes on its
own contradictions and hypocrisies.
Serving
Secretly is nevertheless an informative
account of sanctions-busting and the under-

Flower travelled the world in

cover war.

princely style, visiting the Shah of Iran,
Paris, London, Geneva, Cairo, Lisbon,
Oman, Khartoum - everywhere. No one
closed the door and no one poisoned his
uniform. Despite his vital service to rebel
Rhodesia he
and

was

able to visit Britain at will

regularly briefed (and entertained)
by British Intelligence.
Finally Mrs Thatcher let Rhodesia down.
Flower rages about her capitulation to
was

Commonweaith pressure at the Lusaka
Conference of 1979, describing it as ‘the

greatest betrayal in the history of AngloRhodesian relations.’ What Flower wanted
the Bishop - white power, black mask.
Insistent that Zanu-PF won the ensuing
election through intimidation and should
have been banned. Flower yet concludes
witha glowing portait of the archbishop was

his

the

new

master, Robert Mugabe. It this is

case

of cuius

conversion

was

reqio, eius religio, the
incomplete.

The reviewer. David Caute. has written
many
books, including Fanon Communism and the
French Inieiiecluals and Under the Skin The
Death ol White "‘'trdeSfa (Penguin) 1983. He
has also written
budzo

an

essay on the late Dam-

Marechera. "Marechera

onel" in

a

and the Col-

book entitled The

Espionage
ag ol the
Saints, (Hamish Hamilton) 1986. Th e latter
book will be reviewed in the next issue of
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ARTS AND CULTURE

Apartheid’s Literary Exiies
Chenjerai Hove
sense of

place is essential to those victims

of exile unable to visit that little mud hut in

Of

all

innumberable

the

apartheid, one group stand
cular attention; the literary

of

victims

out for partiexiles whose

removal from the scene of the land and

experience which made them tick with
creativity means a lot to almost all of them.
While exile itself has not destroyed them,
and there is

nothing particularly unique
experience of removal from

about that, the

bed of one’s
original inspiration means much more for
the creative artist whose heart often
vibrates with the blood of one's origins.
the soil, the water, the river

exile does to the men and

what

Just

women

of letters is what I intend to inves-

tigate in this article.
It

was

Pablo Neruda, that Chilean 1971

it
succinctly for all to see. On what home
means to him, he burst out in typical poetic
Nobel Laurete for Literature who put

manner:

7 believe a man should live in his own

■

country and I think the deracination
of human beings leads to frustration,
m one way or a not her obstructing the
light of the soul. I can live only in my
own country. I cannot live without
having my feet and my hands on it
and my ear against it. without feeling
the movement of its wafers and its
shadows, without feeling my roots
reach into its soil for material
nourishment'.

Yes. for material nourishment, feeling
with the

pulse of one’s land, one’s own

people.
Mphalale stirred controversy
friends when after twenty
years of exile in as many countries, he
decided to return. To him. life In exile had
But Es'kia

an*d

lost many

been ‘the personification of the African

paradox,
still

an

another

detrlbalized. westernized,
African.’
of

his

In

but

his The yvanderers,
biographical novels.

Mphahiele expressed his search for his
roots everywhere he went, devouring the
various vits and pieces he could assimilate
in the different African countries he lived
in. But still he remained

unquenched. So

he returned home in 1977. and at

fiftyeight, he was able to express his deep
feeling and excitement about his new workplace: a place only ‘seven miles from where
at ages 5-12 I herded goats and cattle.’

through his heart. This

acknowledged was ‘a compromise between

writers like Lewis Nkosi continue that tra-

the outsider who did not want to be bullied

dition of exile, never seeming to find any
substantial place, roots to stick to. And

by place and yet wanted it badly, and the
nsider who has an irrepressible attachment to ancestoral place anywhere from a
rural to an urban setting.' Mphahiele decided he would return home and face the
wrath: both of friends and foes.

his

uprooted from the Sophiatown shebeens
his heartbeat lay, and from his
Sophiatown shack. ‘The House of Truth’, in
which he had created those masterpieces
which touch the hearts of many through
their humour and familiarity with the essense of life in the gheto; and the man could
where

not live to enoure the

loss, so he died
prematurely in 1968. Five years of exile
had killed the man whom Harry Mashabela.
a colleague, described as over-complex, A
rebel. A man of the people. A kind of
genius. A rascal. Nonsensical. All crammed
up in one man. And yet he remained some-

thing of

a

legend.’

Dennis Brutus & Peter Abrahams
Was it not Dennis Brutus who burst out
in Strains,

expressing his yearning for a
sense of place With this bondage of alienated frustration imposed on him by exile,

sometimes it overwhelms

one to

death. As

writing has always been a sharp political
against the oppressor. For he declares;
‘I also consider

writing relevant to
goals, that is. instrumental in
taking me closer to taking up arms
against the oppressor after my consciousness had brought me to a
more concrete level of creativity,
collective social action, the only way
our

to our liberation’.
And. he goes on, to write is to participate in
the

fight:
‘When I write, every

line i write will
particles of poison for the
oppressor.’

contain

Alex La Guma
For apartheid s cultural exile; the pen is
reflect ive and analytical, a sharp tool which

they will continue to use in the continued
erasure of the ghost's shadow. Alex La
Guma. that writer and political activist who
was once

machine-gunned by the South

African police as he tried to escape, the
logical thing to do was to take a full part in
the struggle. So he died when he had been

working as the ANC representative in
Cuba, Having lived under house arrest for
five years, there was no way he could
remain outside the real fight for the liberation of his country.
The Genre of Liberation
This is the bitter map of exile, a
landscape
full of corpses, but still
inspiring many more
to take that unique decision to
wage the
cultural struggle which the regime has

crime? He was instrumental in South Africa's
exclusion from the

Olympics because he

hated racism, especially in sport.
As for Peter Abrahams though not in
forced exile, living in South Africa was hell.
After several years of voluntary exile, he
returned to South Africa in 1952 to write a

realised is as important as the
military one.
And in the voice of Chilean. Pablo Neruda.
these cultural exiles continue to create a
and re-create the features of home which
flash in their memories:

few articles, and in his Return to Goh he
wrote: 'As I wandered about the

and

saw

serves,

country

how the blacks lived in the Re-

it seemed to

me that one

did not

have to die to go to hell. This was hell.' So
he left and has never dreamt of returning

Under the volcanoes, beside the
snow-capped mountains, among the
huge lakes, the fragrant, the silent,
the tangled Chilean forest. I have
come out of that landscape, that

He is settled in the Caribbean, but still his

mud. that silence, to roam, to go

imagination returns home. South Africa, for
his themes and plots.

singing through the world.’.
Exactly what South African exiles are
doing, singing to the world about their
motherland suffering the deep wounds of
apartheid. Never mind the anguish of lost

Mandia Langa, Lewis Nkosi and Willie

intensely about their

they be away from home, the wounds are
deep and the pain intense, so Intense that

well: Tanzania.

Brutus writes of revolution and liberation,

Langa, who left South Africa in the seventies. ‘Our people have this capacity to

own

as

quietly talking of death and endurance, of
will and despair, always expressing his
revolutionary zeal through poetry. His

South African

land, their

rounds of the world

America Tanzania. Zimbabwe, and so the
thread of exile goes on. But for Kgositsile,
tool

likely that Can Themba, that
bundle of refined Sophia town creative
energy died at an early age because he
had been forced mto exile in Swaziland? A
man whose understanding of Johannesburg’s black townships was described as
‘intuitive, complete and magical’, Can
Themba was forced into exile in 1963,

for creative

own

goes to show how

Keorapetse Willie Kgositsile has made his

It is not

Kgositsile
Recently. I had

country even when they are in it. But should
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which they were born. So Mphahiele decided to return, a return which he himself

The frustration of exile cannot be the best

writing. Literature suffers with
exile, for, as one writer put it. artists feel

great opera to be performed evey night
without end.’ he winced, as if the sharp
knife of apartheid’s violence had cut

a

exile,

unleash violence

chat with
a

novelist.

Mandia

on tnemselves because

there is a more vicious violence
them.

a young

They have developed

a

surrounding
uninue cul-

ture, the culture of violence, people knifing
each other as if death were a sport or sortie

relatives, the frustration of alienation, and
the lack of that unique sense of place, the
cultural exiles continue to sing to

the work
huge voice whose impact many art
beginning to realise. And so they have
created a new genre for literature: the
genre of liberation literature peculiar to the
in one

South African

scene.
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